SPEECH FOR OPENING OF ARTS ACADEMY

ALFRED DEAKIN PLACE

October 11, 2002 

On behalf of students and staff of our Arts Academy, I thank The Honourable Steve Bracks, Premier of Victoria, all our speakers and honoured guests for their contribution to this auspicious day. The community gathered here represents a noble and exciting ambition – to celebrate, educate and resource the talent of young people, as well as the not so young, as the true wealth of this nation. In this, I congratulate them. I pledge here that I will do what I can to change the face of Australia through theatre and the arts. This is the most civilising force I know. Our Ballarat forbears trusted to gold, but I know that the future gold lies in creativity.

Last year, the Academy was going about its daily business on the morning of September 11. As we were sharing our fears about this horrific event, a very curious phenomenon manifested itself, as person after person struggled to articulate their feelings. The phenomenon was that they began to speak about a future in which there would be no hatred. I remember how earnestly my students begged to be able to forgive, even as we bore witness to our horror. And because it was our business for that day, we sat in a large room watching movement performances made by actors. This was very difficult. You may ask, was it relevant?

For me, the relevance of art in the face of life itself has never been more transparent. What lived in that room is what I value about each artist training or teaching at the Academy: a sense of honesty and commitment; a desire to shape the intangible forces within ourselves to communicate to others; a quiet unfolding of the self through the permission of sacred space.

After to-day’s morning tea, you are invited to see the premiere of our first production in the New South Theatre, the musical WORKING, a contemporary paean to the value of a working life, performed by a company of Third Year Music Theatre Degree Graduates, with a band comprising students and staff of the Jazz and Popular Music Diploma, and technical support from Theatre Production students. This performance runs for approximately two hours including interval, and will give you the chance to witness our work.

In finishing, I would like to bless this opening with a quote from Miranda, the daughter of Prospero, from Shakespeare’s play THE TEMPEST. She is moved to speak when she encounters a group of strangers:

Miranda: “ O wonder!

How many goodly creatures are there here! How beauteous mankind is!

O brave new world that has such people in’t!”

May all the strangers who come to this island in the heart of Ballarat be so greeted and valued!

I would like to call on our Chancellor, Professor Emeritus David Caro, for the last word.
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