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Abarigines of the Kulin kibes lnhabited the district
from the Yarra River to the Alps and as far north
as the Ovens River; the principal tribe in the

Alexandra district was the Yauung lllam-Baluk.3s

There is not one recorded inshnce of hostitity
between black and white in the dis*ict, for this

tribe seefirs to have been very peaceful" West of
Mansfield, however, many acb of treachery on

both sides led to some fearfuI consequences,sd'

]ohn Cotton noted the peacefutness of the

aborigines on his station:

We lrmru fourud thsvn yerfsc$ inrtocw#us but a little
troublesarfi€, $s one could wot mwe out af the kouse or

go to the st*re without beirug *yplied by sevwnl *f the*e

people far tobacco, etc. To scrape frcquairutarcce with
them, *t first I gmse tfueru s fig or two af fobaccq but

tW soon faurud somethirtg wtns *xpected iw retwrfi srud

we bartwsd cabbnge#, c{tvrots, m*lons, whent, Ncen

sugfir, etc. for opassum skirt*s, . . . wad*ies, shields,

boomerafr&s, €tc. They nwer fail to t&snk yffir f*r
anythirlg you mey giue thern, and Wenr generally

willing to do nnyttriwg f*r yow tfr# v$#y be in thsir
pff{fiert yarticulw$, ,f you yromise tlffiwt a sm ll
rswrw?rerstiow iw tfue wry af sornttltiwg to est"3v

Perhaps diminished numbers toak a$ray nruch of
the aggre$siveness of the blacks, for it was

c$lruru)n{y naticed by early settlers in various parts
of Port Phillip that epidemics decimated the fribes
in the L830s. Harmonious reilationships between

the two diverse cultures were not easily secured,

however, and official poticy $ra$ to discourage

pastoralists from employing aboriginal labour"

I{trhen aft over$eer further dawn the Goulburn
complained of the blacks spear ng one of his
bullocks in 1841., Innds Commlssioner LeSouef

told him that "if he persisted in giving them beef
while he was so improperly availing himself of
their services then he could notiuutly complain if
they helped themselves to it when he had nothing
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more for them to do"sr Early in the rqrhite

ocrupation the unfortunate aborigines suffered for
their innocent hunting of the 'white man's

kangaroos', and even inta the'forties squatters

yearn€d, uGhfor the good oXd days when the

settler* could take the law in their owrr handsl"se

The ndning boort braught mobs af denrorallxed
nafives to the district and drunken orgies occurred
when townsmen gave liquor to the btrack \somen.

The second issue of the Alexandra Times reported:

lfcar the C#tholic Chwrrh *ru the hill, s swnll tribe of
blwk# knwe beeru cwrnytd f*r sovfle tivwe yast, who kerp

up fi trevnercdoas y*bber €aery rcight, to the grent

{aftrcry{tnce and iruc*rweftiercce af the psrfions resi*ing in

tlw ndghbourh*od.ffi

flhree weeks later, the $ame newspfitper expressed

surprise and profound regret that people urere

choosirrg land on the IJ.T. Creek rather than on the
Catholic Church hill,4t} Some white+ hornnever, did
spring to Sre defence of the natives, In IuIy L865

Ilonald fuIcKenzie advertised in the paper that

Arry ptrsow fownd pwfurg tfue BLACKS syirits, or takirug

thnk Bl*wk*ts, willbe repwt*d@ vne t* the

Gffierrtmerct* urtd acti*ru afitl be tslwn at awce"#

EventuaHy, of cour$e, it became pX.ain that high-
pre sure civilization and stune-age culhrre could
nst live happily together on equal terms" and the
Colonial Goverrmaent renroved all of the natives ttl
the Caranderrk Reserve in Healesville.

([V -not before aboriginal reserves urere tried on
the Acheron and Mohican Stations")
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