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T H E B I G C U L V E R T, M A R Y S V I L L E 

The Big Culvert archway was constructed in the early 1870s as part of the Government's 

quickly expanding road system improvements for the area. The Big Culvert (the largest 

of the culverts built in the area at this time) was made from local granite likely sourced 

from Mount Arnold by German settler George Koehler. He was skilled in the masonry 

craft and it is said that he also operated a local hotel. 

 

The culvert continues to carry water under the roadway through the granite archway to 

this day. Although the rocks are covered in moss, they are largely the same as when they 

were first laid in the 1870s. The Culvert continues to support heavy vehicles that operate 

daily on the Marysville Woods Point Road. 

Name:  The Big Culvert 

Location:  Marysville Woods Point Rd 

   17 km from Marysville 

Built:  Early 1870s 

GPS   S37.55879   E145.87366 

The Big Culvert in Marysville is one of our 

District's wonders. Constructed 1870, it 

remains the oldest functioning culvert in our 

district. It is also the only one that is an 

historic tourism feature.  
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The Culvert is 2 kilometres from the Historic township of Cambarville which has a 

small park and picnic area. Cambarville is also one of the starting points for a casual 

walk into the old growth forest to witness and touch one of the highest trees in Victoria.  

 

The Big Tree is a tall Mountain Ash, which lost 25 metres from its canopy during a 

storm. Other natural features located near the Culvert include Cora Lynn Falls, Cumber-

land Falls and Sovereign View. 

 

The area around the Big Culvert was severely damaged during the Black Saturday  

Bushfires, yet the area at the Culvert avoided burning. The information board also sur-

vived the firestorm largely unscathed and continues to supply information to visitors. 

The Big Culvert area after the bushfires, in early 2010. 
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The Big Culvert after the bushfires, in early 2010. 
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The Big Culvert 2010. 
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A brick at The Big Culvert 2011. 
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The Big Culvert 2010. 
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The Big Culvert 2015. 

Photograph ©  Denis Martin 2015. 
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The Big Culvert 2010. 
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