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Name:  Marysville Chalet 

Location:  Overlooking roundabout 

Commenced: c1943 

Closed:  c1957 

Formerly:  Poontawan Guest House 

The Marysville Chalet was a guesthouse 
located where the Steavenson Hotel first 
stood, where Poontawan Guest House later 
operated and on the same block of land 
where the new Anglican Church and rectory 
stand today. 

The Marysville Chalet was a Guest House located in Marysville. Its phone number was  
'12' and it operated from late 1936 to at least 1957. It was first under the management of 
Mr Harrison and could accommodate up to 90 guests. 
 
The property was reported as being set in a picturesque garden setting and early 
advertising tells us that the business included a tennis court, swimming pool, billiard 
room, ballroom, clock golf, log fire places, free garages, buses from the city daily, as well 
as other guest related benefits. It was advertised as being 'convenient to snow sports' as 
well as having 'internal sewerage' and 'water in all rooms'. 
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Courtesy Kelly Petersen and 

David & Debbie 

Hibbert 2016 

https://goo.gl/maps/YAnRy53QTWz
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The property was located on the site of the former Steavenson Hotel, built circa 1865. 
This was the year after Marysville was first surveyed and the Marysville Land sales were 
held. At the time of the land sales, the property was divided into four allotments, however 
they were combined into one allotment by the time of the publishing of the 1866 survey 
map of Marysville. 
 
The Steavenson Hotel was delicensed and closed, a new business called Poontawan 
Guest House was opened at the location. Poontawan was advertising as being open from 
July 1925 and its last advertisement appeared in The Argus on Saturday 11 June 1932. It 
does however appear that guests were still being accommodated at the Guest House some 
time after this, based on the social pages of The Argus. 
 
The Marysville Chalet was first advertising as being open in The Age on Saturday 
5 September 1936. Its last advertisement appears to have been in the 19 January 1957 
issue of The Argus. The Chalet building was very large and took up the entire site of both 
the old Anglican Church (burnt down in 2009) and the church rectory beside the church. 
 
Today this block remains the property of the Anglican Church. The block is located 
above the large roundabout (on the Marysville Woods Point Road) just near Barton's 
Bridge. In 2017, work on a new church on the block commenced, with it being nearly 
finished at the time of the factsheet being published. 
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c1967 Steavenson Hotel opened on site later used by Marysville Chalet. 

 

22 July 1925 The first known advertising for the Poontawan Guest House in 

Marysville was published. The advertisement read: 

 

 POONTAWAN - Now open to guests, bracing winter climate, 

every comfort and convenience , central position. W. W. Walker, 

late The Bungalow. 

 (The Argus, 22 July 1925). 

 After Mr H Walker left the bungalow, it wa taken over by Sydney 

Elliot, who later renamed it Cumberland House. It was later 

renamed again to Cumberland. 

 

6 February 1926 Newspaper advertisement for Poontawan was published in The 

Argus. Poontawan was located on the site formerly occupied by 

the Steavenson Hotel and later occupied by the Marysville 

Chalet. The advertisement read: 

 

 'POONTAWAN (tel. 12), now open for tourists wishing to enjoy 

scenic beauties of Marysville; close proximity to the famous 

Talbot Drive and Cumberland Valley. W. W. Walker (late The 

Bungalow).'  

 (The Argus, Saturday 6 February 1926). 

 

 The Bungalow was advertising directly under this advert as 

having ne management and run by Sister Cadwallader. 

 

11 June 1932 Last advertisement for Poontawan: 

 

 'POONTAWAN-Central position, excel, cuisine, reduced tariff, 

Tel. 12 and Cent. 222. Bert Harrison'. 

 (The Argus, Saturday 11 June 1932). 

 

5 September 1936 Marysville Chalet was first advertised as being open with the 

same phone number as Poontawan Guest House: 

 

 THE MARYSVILLE CHALLET. Central tenia, every comfort and 

modern convenience; tariff from £2 2/. Phone M'ville 12. Bert 
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http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2144214
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/3733245
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/4457025
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Harrison, proprietor.' 

 (The Age, Saturday 5 September 1936). 

 

19 January 1957 Last newspaper advertisement found for Marysville Chalet. 

 

21 July 2017 Artworkz commenced work on this factsheet. 

 

28 July 2017 Factsheet released in eSplash178. 

 

April 2017-Present New Anglican Church being built on the site. 
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Postcard of The Chalet 

Marysville circa 1945 

The Marysville Chalet had the phone 
number 12 and was a Guest House in 
Marysville that operated from 1936 to 
at least 1957. It could accommodate 
up to 90 guests. The facility was set in 
a picturesque garden setting, and at it's 
peak, included a tennis court, 
swimming pool, billiard room, 

ballroom, clock golf, log fire places, free garages, buses from the city 
daily, as well as other guest related benefits. It was advertised as 
being 'convenient to snow sports' as well as having 'internal sewerage' 
and 'water in all rooms'. Five of the six people are holding older style 
wooden tennis racquets, popular at that time. Four are wearing white 
attire and sporting shoes, similar to that still worn today. One is 
wearing braces! We count 10 spectators looking from different angles. 
Wondering where The Chalet used to be? Click here to find out. 
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Photographs courtesy Kelly Petersen and 

David & Debbie Hibbert 2017 

Photographer (main photograph) George Rose 

https://goo.gl/maps/AKpTARzmjx12
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224028237
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The Steavenson Hotel  was located near the Steavenson Crossing and this block was later where the 

Marysville Chalet was located. The first land sale in Marysville was held in 1864 and this map 

was dated soon afterwards in 1866. 
 

Courtesy State Library Victoria 2016 
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Poontawan Guest Hose in Marysville circa 1930 - where the Marysville Chalet was later located 
 

Photographer George Rose 

Courtesy State Library Victoria 2017 
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1931 Poontawan advertisement 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2016  
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1931 Poontawan advertisement 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2016  
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Postcard of the Marysville Chalet circa 1945 
 

Photographer George Rose 

Photographs courtesy Kelly Petersen 

and David & Debbie Hibbert 2017 
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Marysville Chalet circa 1945 - proprietor Mr and Mrs Ralph Ackerman 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2014 
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1951 Poontawan advertisement 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2016  
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1951 Poontawan advertisement photo 
 

Courtesy Tony Ballino 2016  
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Marysville Chalet circa 1950 with a Pioneer bus parked outside. Around this time buses 

arrived n Marysville from Melbourne City daily. 
 

Courtesy Kelly Petersen & David & Debbie Hibbert 2017 
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Poontawan stating they were 'now open' in Marysville in July 1925 
 

The Argus 

Wednesday 22 July 1925 

Courtesy National Library Australia 2017 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/2144214
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Poontawan advertising in The Argus from 

in February 1926 along with other Marysville 

Guest Houses 
 

The Argus 

Saturday 6 February 1926 

Courtesy National Library Australia 2017 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/3733245
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First advertisement for The Marysville Chalet on 5 September 1936  
 

The Age 

Saturday 5 September 1936 

Courtesy National Library Australia 2017 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/205899060
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Marysville Chalet advertising  
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Last advertisement for The Marysville Chalet on 19 January 1957  
 

The Argus 

Saturday 19 January 1957 

Courtesy National Library Australia 2017 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/71777077
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Postcard of The Chalet 

Marysville circa 1945 

The Marysville Chalet had the phone 
number 12 and was a Guest House in 
Marysville that operated from 1936 to 
at least 1957. It could accommodate 
up to 90 guests. The facility was set in 
a picturesque garden setting, and at its 
peak, included a tennis court, 
swimming pool, billiard room, 

ballroom, clock, golf, log fire places, free garages, buses from the city 
daily, as well as other guest related benefits. It was advertised as 
being 'convenient to snow sports' as well as having 'internal sewerage' 
and 'water in all rooms'. Five of the six people are holding older style 
wooden tennis racquets, popular at that time. Four are wearing white 
attire and sporting shoes, similar to that still worn today. One is 
wearing braces! We count 10 spectators looking from different angles. 
Wondering where The Chalet used to be? Click here to find out. 
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Y o u r  S u b m i s s i o n s  w e l c o m e  

Photographs courtesy Kelly Petersen and 

David & Debbie Hibbert 2017 

Photographer (main photograph) George Rose 

https://goo.gl/maps/AKpTARzmjx12
http://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224028237
http://www.esplash.me/pdf/fs_376_Marysville_Guesthouse_The_Chalet_Poontawan_Guest_House.pdf
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