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The Spot           &             Sarah and Murdock McLean  
  Later Greenlanes and Greenland 

 
An unreferenced 1920s Guest House list includes The Spot and a map of attractions showing The 
Spot situated on the river side of the police station which is incorrect.  

The following advertisement has been found.  

The Argus, 6 Mar 1937  

THE SPOT.-Excel. Accom., H.W.8., good position: tariff £2/2/. Tel. 16. 
Mrs. McLean.  

In Marysville Sarah McLean ran The Spot, guesthouse between Murchison and Sedgewick Streets 
until the late 1930s.  

Geoff Cobb took over management and announced that Green Lanes/Greenlanes would be 
opening from 1 October 1938. The property stayed in the McLeans hands until Murdock McLean's 
death in 1954. 

 

Sarah McLean  

Sarah Bagnall was born 1873 in Galway, Ireland and married Matthew Wilson in the latter 1890s. They had 
three sons and a daughter all born in Anick, Northumberland Matthew's home town. The 1911 UK Census 
shows Matthew an Innkeeper and most likely Sarah assisted. See next page.  

In 1912 the family sailed to Melbourne. Sadly Matthew died in 1918 in Melbourne. In 1919 Sarah Wilson, 
nee Bagnall, married Murdock McLean.  

They appear in records in Marysville in 1925. Murdock is a labourer and Sarah's occupation is listed as 
home duties. Annoyingly most women in Marysville running guesthouses list their occupation as home 
duties and most people give the address as Marysville. They run the guesthouse until the mid-1930s.  

Sarah and Murdock McLean are still living in Marysville until her death in 1951, although they are no longer 
managing the guesthouse. See Greenland document for further history of this property.  

In 1932 Josephine Wilson, Sarah's daughter came to Maryville unwell and died in Marysville. She is buried 
in Burwood Cemetery. Details from death notice.  

Sarah died in Marysville in 1951, aged 78 and is buried in Box Hill cemetery. Murdock died in Eildon in 1954 
and is buried with Sarah.  

McLean Street, off Sedgewick Street opposite where The Spot was, remembers Sarah and Murdock 
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