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THE iiARY CHAIN OF GUE!iT I{OUSES

Mr. ). E. Dowdle and his wife Rita came to beautiful Marpville in the tate 192O's to
esQblish the Mary Chain ofGuest Houses. Having run a hardware business in Brighton, a

suburb of Melbourne, this Jewish Builder and his wife decided to turn their interests towards

developing tourisrn and hospitalit-,7 within this beautiful mountain village. Marysville is

situated within The Great Dividing Range, one and a half hours Arive(rom Melbourne (95

kilornetres) and offers holiday makers rest and re6eshment, as well as snow skiing, horse
riding, bush walkin!, rockclimbing and fishing.

Mr. Dowdle's wife Rita was related to the "Gri(frth Tea' 6mily. Th.y had two children of
their own, AIIen and Lindsay. They later fostered three children, Frank Norman and Violet
Bones, after their rnother was tragically killed in a horse andbuggy accident in Richrnond,
nearthe'Skipping Cirl'vinegar {actory. The Bones hmily were business people in the
Caulfield area. The two boys, Frank and Norman, were cared (or in a Children's Horne until
working age. They were then employed by Mr. Dowdle in various capacities 4round the guest
houses, but mainly as Che6 at Marylands and at Maryport until WW{l, when they both
enli*ed in the armed services, then later returned to Marysville.

Mr. Dowdle built six guest houses in tlre depression years when work nas sctrce and wages
were low, He employed both local and non-local, skitled and un-skilled people to work{or
him. He would get groups o{tO-Zo men and send thern to different iob locations. After
WWll about 1945 onwards Mr. Dowdle would set up Managers in the goest houses by
assisting them to purchase or lease ftom him as the tourism industry rl\as re - established.

ln 1935Mr. Dowdle purchased tand at the Tagger{ y brikgetogether with an adioining piece
o{ crown land, giving him access rtghts to the fiver {or household water an4 {or generating
electricity. Mr Dowdle ran his own electricity supply for atlthe guest houses, using water
from Stevenson's River in an open water race rnade o{ 4i*. He would use a turbine to
generate electricity to Mary Meadows guest house. He also built a water wheet on the
Stevenson's River at the base ofstevenson's Falls behind the football ovat, which supplied
electricity qrrie| on poles and lines to the three guest houses; Mary Lands, Mary Lodge and
Mary Lyn in Mary,sville. Allthe guest houses were built with septic tanla.

Mr Arnold Spooner and his brother inlaw, Afthur Dickinson, ctrneto Marpvrlle ftom
Melbourne to do electrical wfring for the gnest houses. Mr Spooner bought a block o{land
near the Marysville hall and built a house with a shop annexed out 6ont selling 6ruit and
vegetables. Mr. Dickinson becarne involved in the hospitality industry managing ? guest
house on the Buxton Road Marysville.

The'Mary' chain o{houses, all with modern arnenities, prospered through the depression
years. When business began to drop off Quring winter, Mr. Dowdle bought a Cadillac tour
bus to {erry his guests to Cumberland Valley. As snow sports became a popular past-time, he
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r/ould take them to the snow fields on Lake Mountain. ln 1926 a new route coonecting
Marysville to Warbqrton called "The Achercn Way' was completed, cutting through the
O'Shannessy river catchment area, across the Great Dividing Range into Acheron country.
Be{ore WW11, Mr. Dowdle bought three Packard cars with extended chasis, two which carried
eleven passengers and another which carried seven passengers" Mr Dowdle started up the
"Marysville Toursn, a bus cornpany that was licensed, owned and operated bythe Dowdle's.
He ran local halfday bus tours 4round the district to lake Mountain, Cumberland Falls,

Stevenson Falls, Acheron W4y, Alexandra and Eildon, {ortheexclusive use ofthe Mary
Chain ofGuest Houses. The town also boasted 4 second bus company called "Mountain
Tours Pty Ltd' which was owned and operated by laurie and Mary Mac Kenzie of Mackenzie
Motors, Marysville"

Mr. Dowdle continued to expand on his interests in Marysville by building a horse stable in
the street behind Mary Lyn. This provided 2A4A horses {or a niling school for all the guest
houses. To provide {ood brthe horses, Mr Dowdle purchased some 20 6,ot high haystacks

at Acheron. Mr. Dowdle then employed a travelling chaffcutter to cut the hay stacks into
chaff br his riding stables. One day he didn't have any bagt to put his chaffinto, so he asked
Ken Fiske, then only 16 years old, to ask his 6ther Fred Fiske Snr. {or some bags, as he had a
hay and 9r?in store at "Carmyle', Buxton. Mr. Dowdle let Ken drive the Hudson rnotor
vehicle to obtain the bags to be used to store cha$, a14 mlletrip ftom Marysvilte to
Acheron. One day as Ken and another worker were loading the chaffcutter wtth a pitch fork
and getting to {he bottom ofthe stack they bund a very agiQted Tiger snake, which they
picked to death.

There w?s <luite a skill to hay sQcking. Usually one person would specialize in starting and
sQcking. Ahay stack was cornmence4 ftom a central point, on level ground ora timber
(loor, which is continuously nised 6om this point so water will run o$to ens{rre the hay
stack would not rot. Turning the sheaves is another specialized ski[|. The sheaves were laid in
order and continued to be built up rnaking sure the center was raised so as to remain water
tight. Travelling ChaffCutters would corne to the district and cut the hay and then bag or bin
,t.

ln those days a bachelor named Pad|y Lovett Nancy Lovett's uncle, lived in a little hut
near Fred and Vi's cottage behind Mary Meadows guest house. nllthe workcr's needs were
supplied by Mr. Dowdle ftomhisguest house, Maryland's. Fred FiskeJuniorwas Farm
Manager 46d overs;lw the supply o{ bod grown for the houses and the piggy. Les TLornas,
nick narnel'Pumpktn', was in charge o( picking up Pa44y and Ken and getting the Aaily {ool
supply {or workerc ftom Marylands and taking it down to Acheron near Taggerty, in time to
have the Billy boilin g for lunch.

Mr. Dowdle also had the foresight to see the need to enhance his business and the
township within the district, so he purchase{ land across the road (tom Mary Meadov,rs on the
Buxton-Marysville Road and dareloped a nine hole gol{ course. Mr. Dowdle purchased this
land {rom Fred Fiske senior's sister, Zoe, and husband, Fred Tucker, who raas the Senior
Constable at Marysville. Paddy Lovett worked as a greeo keeper at this gol{ courr.' {or many
years. Somewhere between 1953-1973 a gol(proksional, 6om Melbourne Norm Muryhy



owned and ran the Cuesth c,ute {or a short time, but unfortunately it never really was

successful. The gol{ club struggled {or many years. lt originally had an honesty box {or
people to pay their dues, but it was not until volunteers daily manned the door that
finan..s irnproved. When in 1973 the Dowdle estate was wound up, the gol( club bought the
nine holes and later added ?nother nine holes and bowling club, with the voluntary assistance
o(local people.

Mr. Dowdle was {uite a character in his own right. He was known to wear his gurnpers back
to 6ont. Some timber forthe construction ofthe guest houses raas carted 6om the local
Mt. Ash forests by horse and dray. Mr. Dowdle was known to cut the rnessmate timber
beams with a broad axe and iust guess the angle to cut! He used cheap tirnber and
sornetimes used a tree stump if it was in the rcad o( a bearer. Mr. Dowdles philosophy was
that a 2 inch nail would hold up 2 tonne ofweight. Locals, Stan an4 Perol Postlewaite would
also cut these huge beam s 3O-4O foot long by 15-23 inches thick to be used in the
construction.

Mr. Dowdle's hmily lived in Toonck and apparently one day they had a goat that escaped.
When Mr. Dowdle 6und it quite sorne distance 6om the home, he brought it horne on the
local tram, much to everyone's arnusement. One time Mr. Dowdle gave his chau$eur driven
Rolls Royce to his grand-daughter, Helen to drive her children to school as her old car was

6lling apart.

Mr. Dowdle and his wife Rita had two sons, Lindsay and Allen who were all involved with
the Seventh Day Adventist Church. The eldest son Lindsay was a builder when he married
Gwen Foot and they lived in a home on Fall's Road. They had one child, a daughter Helen
Simension (her rnarried name). The second son, Allen Dowdle (also a builder) married
Conny and had three sons and lived in the Mt Madha area.

Frank Bones was very much a man into detail. He enioyed playing the saxophone and it
was his love of music which ultirnately introduced him to his future wife, Sheila. Sheila was
employed by the Dowdle's as a pianist, as welt as {or generat duties. They were mainly based

at Marylands, but did play at other guest houses, During WWtt, Frank enlisted in the 4rmed
services in the Army Store Room Division. Upon returning ftomthewar, he managed Mary
Lyn Guest House. Thereaftery he moved ftom Marysville to work with Ansett A,rraala in the
C{ering Division. Frank brecame the General Manager ofa chain of Hotels owned by R.g
Ansett. Thereafter Mr. Bones went into administration in the tourism industry for Reg

Ansett on Fraser lsland, restoring the island after a tornado ha4 derastated it.

Norm Bones, like his brother Frank, started work at Marylands but often worked at Mary
Port at Mt Martha be(ore WWll. A{terthe war he managed Mary Meadows (now Elkanah)
br 2-3 years. Norm rnaried Thelma, whom he met whilst working at the guest houses.
Norm and Tfielma had two sons and two daughters. Theythcn moved to Albury where
Norrn worked as a chef in the Albury Hospital and later rnoving backto Marysville where
they went into partnership with Fred and ViolEt Fiske runn ing Marylyn for some 10 -15 years.
Finally they bought "The Cross Ways' Cabaret and Reseurant on the Stcvenson's River until
retiring.
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Violet Bones worked {or Mr. Dowdle as a private maid at Maryland's and sometimes she

worked at Mary Port at MT Martha. 5he rnarried Frederick Fiske Jnr. a resident of Buxton
who worked as Farm Manager {orthe Dowdle's at Marylands. Mr. Dowdle built a little
cottage behind Mary Meadows which Fred and Vi lived in and had three children, Kingsley,

Shirley and Norman. lt burnt down many years later.

MARYIANN(
Maryland's was the fr$t 12O bed guest house to be built in March 1928 iathe Mary chain

and was subsquently the home for the Dowdle hnily and headquarters {or the {uture
business developrnents. Mr. Dowdles nephew Berry Higgs started work at Marylands as an
of{ice boy and later managed rnost ofthe business ventures pft!€ Dgw{[e ernpire. lt is

believed ihat th. Dowdles purchased an existing property 
^frT#,#li5 a.r., 6om the

Jellicoe hmily, called 'Wych Cross'. This horne was badly burnt iust before Mr. Dowdle
purchased it. Marylands, like all ofthe Mary Chain ofCuest Houses, started with a srnall
main section with extensions built on later as required. ln the mid1950's, )ackand Leslie
Haycra{t purchased and ran it {or many years. The Haycraft's, having previously worked at
"Marybrook" in Sherbrooke, were very rnuch involved with the Maryayill-e-qomrnunifu.
Duringthe war years MEry l-and was usedWa private girls school, f+Wfl,n,1. their'school
in Melbourne was uted by the air {orce {or uniltraining, route marches, O(ficer rest and
relaxation, leave etc.

MARY LYN
Marylyn was the second guest house to be built in Lylle Street in 1930's. Mr. Dowdle

built the shell of Ma ry Lyn and cornpleted the bottom level, the dining toom and kitchen
first, then used the u?per level as 4 work area where he ma4e the furnitu re {or att the guest
houses. During WWll, Mary Lyn was trse{ bythe School forthe Deafand Dumb. ln about
1952-53, Norm and Thelama Bones and Fred and Vi Fiske went into partnership and
purch4sed Marylyn End opented it for lO-l}years. In thattimetheirthird son, Glen, was

bom. ln the years that followed {amily and fiiends including myselfwere able to enioy
working holidays their waiting on the tables,helping in the kikhen,laundry, house cleaning or
o{fice reception work while leisure tirne was often spent in the swimming poot or at the
stables. The weekends were great fun with organised dances,{un.y dress or gimes nights.
Norm Bones took up an opportunity to purchase " The Crossways" Caberete and Restaurant
while Fred and Vi continued to run Mary Lyn until Fred's retirernent after which his son
Norrnan andhis wife Rose ran it until they sold it to Malcolm Reid. Mr. Reid was first
introduced to Mary Lyn on {amily holidays, Iater evolving into working holi4ays while
attending teachers college and university over the next {our years. Later he monred to Drouin
oPerating a Richrnond based coach companybe{ore moving to Marylyn. He deceided to
upgndewith extensions to the main building ?nd more recent dwelopements of a bowling
centre, inground pool area and covered walk ways to link it all, successfully caterinE for the
"fr{ty and over" segrnent ofthe tourist market to this present day.

MARY LODGE briginally Kerami)
Mary Lodge, previously known as 'Kerami'was situated on the Cumberland Road and was

purchased, renovated, extended and re-named bythe Dowdles. Jirn and Madge Walker, Ken
Fiske's uncle and aunt, managed this guest house after WWll A944-1949). They later
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purchased ? guest house called 'Dudley House' in Hepburn Springs, in partnership with his

sister, Louisa Wllliarns (nee Walker).

MARY MEADOWS (later known as'The Golf House', now'Elkanah')
AroundlgS4-35 it started with a m?in central structsre, using hardwood 6om the Vic

Oala Sawmill, about 1 mile 6om where it was located on the Marysville-Buxton Road. Then

Ieft, and later, right wings were added. Thereafter, the dining roorn upstairs and the lounge
room, downsQirs (underthe dining room). Mr Dowdle later dug out under the left and right
wings to add more bedrooms, which Ken Fiske worked upon in 1934. For rnlnf years the left
wing was not completed, but sometirnes the Hampton Rovers would use it. Tley
eventually, buildt a Scout Hall near the Stevenson's River on Dickerson's track. Mr Dowdle

built the nine hole golf links to enhance the region and his business. A Scottish batechlor ,

Pa44y Lovett worked as Greenkeeper (or many years. Pad4y later worked as general

maintenance and rouse-about, keeping the fires burning. Pa4dy lived in a little hut out the
back o{ Maqy Meadows, near Fred and Vi's cottage. There was a little bit ofa story about
Paddythat whenever it was time (or Mr Dowdle to sack Qut o(fi softie of his workers, he

would have them sit in the old wood house and boiler room at Mary Meadows and Paddy

would always sit on the end seat, near the door. When Mr Dowdle pointed the finger, along
the line, saying " it is time you caughtthe bus out of here' Pa44y would quietly stip offthe
end seat and go around the corner. That way he never lost his lob!
Mr. Dowdle sQrted a Dairy and Pig Farm to supplement the houses, building a milking shed

and pigery behind the guest house. The coyvs were grazed on paddocks near the golf links.

After WWll in about 1948, Norm and Thelma Bones managed Malf Meadows (ot about
three ye4rs and then went to Albury Hospital as chef About 1950-56 Alex and Rene (nee

Fiske) Sievers, with their two children, Robert and Ann, were caretakers and lived there rent
6ee. While Aunty Rene was there my cousin Shirley and myselfused to have many happy
holidays there and one ofthe fun tirnes was waxing the dining room floor and then putting
on lots ofthick woollen socks and skating all over the floor to polish it up. Alex worked in
the timber industry, as a driver with Bil[ Walker, who was a "Bush Boss' (or Cooks Timber
Mtlls. Whilst caretaking, the Essendon Baptist Girls Club and the Police Boy,s Club (9-1O year
olds) and some Catholic nuns stayed there on weekends. Mr. Dowdle sQyed there 6orn
Monday to Friday to renovate Mary Meadows for possible sale to the irmy, which did not
ultimately eventuate. Alex was o$ercd a iob in Tasmania with Cooks llmber Company. AIex
and Rene had a son )ohn, while in Tasmania.

Somewhere between 1953-73, a gcrl{ proftssional 6om Melbourne called Norm Murphy
ran Mary Meadows as the Colfcuesthouse. A small por{ion ofthe house was ssed as a

Guesthouse (the r€rnainder was in very bad disrepair). The Guesthouse was qcant (or some

tirne, until lgT{when it was leased by a group o( men 6om the Eastleigh Gospel Chapel (who

furme4 a 'cornpany limited by guarantee') {or three y:lrs, pay,ng $1,ooo per ennum. The

cornpany later purchased the property in the 198O's. From 1976 - 1979 volunteers worked to
build the outstandin g hcihqthat stands on the property today.

ln 1975, Pastor Graeme and Julie Cann arrived at the proper{y and were Directon ofthe El-
Kanah Christian Community {or the next 16 years. More than 3,OOO people a year Qffie
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through the newly renovated house. Most ofthe guests were participants in Church carnps,
Sorne guests carne mid-week and as part o{ a residential counselling rninistry established by f l
Kanah.

The f5 aces of land adioining fl Kanah was also owned by Mr Muryhyand was tater
purchased by the Evangelization Society ofAustralia (now known a, iSa Country
Ministries). The Cann's later moved to Melbourne with their 6mily in 19g6.

MARY BROOK (now 'Barron o{Bee{)
Mary Broo-k is located in the Dandenong Ranges, Vi Fiske rernernbers as a young girl,

Qrivingback fiom Mt Martha with Mr. powdle 
^,i.n 

he suddenty stopped th. .a, ai{
disappeared into the bush to look at a run down granit building. Mi iowdle tater purchased
the building to renovate and extend. Th_is property *a, run by{uit. a character by the name
o( )ohn McCIure. The Haycra (t's ran it for a short time a{ter. *., B;i L, on. ofthe
first guest houses to be soid.

M RY PORT
Mary Port was located at Mt Martha and raas originally part o(a prirate Estate. Mr. Slim

Dunoan, a keen footballer who raas in charge o( opJrationr'r..atl, how Mr. Dowdle (being an
unassuming character) when explaining to Slim about some renorations, would draw the"
plans in the dirt, only to have thenc blown away by the wind. Mr Dowdle would walk away
and say " l'll see you soon' . Mr. Dowdle owned severat race horses and had sorne
involvement in Mornington race coorse also. Altan and Lindsay Dowdle and Norrn and
Violet Bones all worked at the guest house at some stage as *.ti a, a house keeper narned
Miss. Gun. During WWil the army used the guest house as a Rehabilitation Hosplel,
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ADDITONAL INFORMATION 

Note 1: Can find no evidence he was Jewish. He married according to the rites of the 
Congregational church and stated he was a Baptist in his World War 1 enrolment. 

A Presbyterian minister conducted his funeral in 1964, and he is buried at Springvale Cemetery. 

Conversation in 2021 with Kingsley Fiske - his father said he was not Jewish although many thought 
so. 

Note 2: A search has found no connection. Needs further study. 

Note 3: Accident involved a car and a tram in Bridge Road, not near Skipping Girl factory which 
was in Victoria Street, Richmond. Newspaper articles from 1922. 

Note 4: 1935 Land for Mary Meadows. Details for water and electricity as per remainder of 
paragraph. 

Note 5: Steavenson River and Steavenson Falls. 

Note 6: Arthur Dickinson was already in Marysville. His father built the family guest house 
Marysville House on the Buxton Road, where his son Peter still lives (2026). 

Note 7: In 1930 Eric formed the company Marysville Tours P/L. 

Note 8: The Dowdle’s lived in Sandringham until 1927, then moved to Marysville and finally Mt 
Martha. No member of the family ever lived in Toorak. 

Eric was quite a character, and many fanciful stories sprang up about him. 

Note 9: Seventh Day Adventist Church? This may refer to his sons. 

Note 10: Wyche Cross was burnt down in 1926. Although Jellicoe considered rebuilding it, he did 
not and Eric purchased the property. 

Note 11: Melbourne Girls Grammar School – also known as MEGGS or Merton Hall - did 
evacuate to Marysville during the World War 2. 

Tintern in Hawthorn did not evacuate to Marysville. 

Note 12: Lyell Street. 
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