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F ORIdORD

In introducing the follouing material on the history and
potential reproduction of the Vie Oak saumill I have
concentrated on explaininq ihnd catehing the spirit of the
timber milling aetivities in the lvlarysville valley around
the turn of the eentury as far as my knouledge takes it.
I have not ineluded muoh of the actual history or finer
details of the milling activities of that era but have
mainly tried to catch the potential that the Uic Oak mi1l
site and surroundings hold in being set up again as it
onee uas to cateh the prototype picture of the aarly
saumilling days and retain some of lvlanysvilles unique
history and pride to the edification of those urho visiL it.

I hqve included pIans, draulings and photographs that ulill
help -in produeing .more clearly a picture of its potential
uiith'duggestions in many things that might aid its overall
.iharacter.

I have included a pBrsonal supplement to express my desire
and interest I have in the early timber milling industry
accounting for my enthusiasm toulard the reality of the
projeet.

Also in the supplement I have expressed my personal achieve-
ments, talents and abilities that I have attained through
experience in my life that might be of some help through my

participation in the projeet.

It is my sincere hope that this project may be an instrument
and encouragement of ideas in bringing to pass a small touch
of lvlarysvilles unique timber milling history.

G LENN IVI . BR OOKS

June, 1978
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THE UIC OAK SAIdIVIILL

THE SAIjJIVIILL LOCATION

ldhat still lives at the Vic Oak saurmill is the original
site uith the surroundings of its forested hills. The
remains of the buildings that sti11 exist there play an
important role of giving a little idea of uhat the early
mill complex may have looked like and an idea of its
originaS. Loca1ity. The old miIl that is there nou, is
not the original but lends character to the similitude
that the old one may have held.

The very loeality of the Vic Oak lends itself to potential
reproduction. Being right in the Marysville valIey next
to the Taggerty river and holding stil1 most of its
forested 1ocaIity, it sets the seene of rrlhat it may have
held sixty years ago. The right arm branch of the tramuay
follouring the river also holds its forgotten remains of
Burieh sleepers and overgroun passage through the bush.

The site is perfect to catch a true piece of lYlarysville's
saumilling heyday.

T*16-10 t.
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THE IVIILL

I do not have too much evidence or information as to the
nature of the original main Vic Bak mil1 building as it
once stood early this century. The essence of the idea
to restore its character does not need to come through
exact reproduction but rather recreate as near as possible
that ulhich once stood. By having the miII displayed
much like it once uas ulill give, I feel, a portrayal of
the earlier timber days in lvlarysville. (See photos 3 & 4).

The original main miIl buildi.ng uas about 60 feet by 40
feet uith an extension for the steam engine and boiler of
about 20 feet by 15 feet to one end of the main buj.lding.
A blacksmith shop rrlas dlso located here. Basically the
miI1 operated a breaking dotrln, rip and docking sauls, all
driven by a sixteen horse pourer portable steam engine
bolted to large log bearers. There exists a similar
steam engi.ne in the Rubicon Forest. The boiler and
steam piston to f1y uheel being separata but still in
good condition and should sti1l be there today as I saul
it 18 months ago. It uas used as a ulineh for the tramuays.
Also there is the original boj.ler used to drive the same
mitt in the Rubicon forest uhich is stiIl there (see photo No.5)
and could be used if it uere pu1Ied out of the bush and
restored as a repJ.ica engine in the Vic Oak miII. The sau-
dust, burner for the milI uras a Pickering chimney. Off cu#s
from the mi1l ulere put through the docking sau and sold to
the loca1 guest houses in one to ttrlo foot lengths. The rest
uere used as fuel to feed the boiler.

LJhether the original building had a gable roof pitch or a
sloping pitch as the existing building has nour I knour not.
Hourever I feel the gable roof ulould lend more to the character
of the mill and so might hand split trrooden shingles or
pailings eompared to corregated iron. The material for the
roof utould be an item of considerati.on as more information
is gathered about tha original mill.

The prototype of the replica Vic Oak saumill rrrith neu logs
and the rrlhole building reeonstructed to the original having
the complete rebuilding of the interior uith satus, belts,
pulleys, trolleys, steam engine, blacksmith and miscellaneous
ulould certainly restore a uonderful piece of history that
might othentuise be lost. The machinery need not function
but be on display to give a complete over all vieu of its
roleplay.
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THE OTHER BUILDINGS

Along uith the main mil1 building itself are all other
suhsidiary buildings that added to the operation and
function of the saulmillers output of timber. Some of
these buildings remain at the Vic 0ak, nameJ-y 2 sheds,
one maybe an office the other a store shed and the
managers house. (sae photos No. 6 & 7). Even though
they uould have to be reconstructed they are valuable
in telling a little of urhat once u,as thene and u.rhat can
be rebuilt to catch the early saulmillers scene.

IVIANAGERS RESIDENCE

The remains of the manageds house is stiil evident.
Hotrr o1d it is or urhether it uras the original to the
Vic Oak I donrt knou but its reproduction could be used
as a good example of the managers living quarters.
It eould be reconstructed to almost the samerinterior
as ulell urith appropriate artifacts to enhance its original
existenee. An idea of the interior can be seen in photo
No. 8'ulith the rough cut sauln timber lining.

IVI.[LLERS HOIYIES

Scattered abound the miII area urere the mill hand quarters.
Knoulledge of the existence of some of these buildings is
knoun to have been located east of the mill (see main map
plan ) up the hill a short distance from the
tramulay. I do not have any evidence at the moment of the
nature or dimensions of these buildings. If only a small
amount of information ean be gathered on their original
design and substance then other material can be used as
ule1I, such as photographs and plans of other o1d milI huts
around the same era as the Vie Oak to catch as near as
possible ulhat they onee blere like.

Basically the millers) huts urere about 30 feet by 16 feet
rrlith sometimes a lean to extension off the back. A good
sized home rrlould have eontained 2 bedrooms, a living area
and kitchen. These huts uere usually constructed of
rough cut timber and split pa(tings depending on the time
corr{gated iron ulas used for roof and chimney.

,ire'T{



wlillers Homes (Cont.)

Included in the Vie Oak reproduction of these buildings
could also be their interior detailing complete urith
homely artifacts used by the miller of that time. Also
outside in the backyard one ulould find such things as
uater tank, uood heap and chopping block, toilet, clothes
line, ehicken pen, a feul fruit trees and a small garden.

THE STABLTS

There uere most 1ike1y other buildings located around the
mi1I complex that I have not included so far. These can
be taken into consideration rr;hen looking at the finer details
of the project.

The stables uere an important part of the Vic Oak funetion.
The stable buildings uere l-ocated north east of the mill
(see main map plan). Its construction uould have consisted
of logs and possibly hand split pailings or rough cut saun
timber. The roof trlith shingles or corregated iron.
An interesting scene uould be captured uith the stable,
corral, harness and miseellaneous items that are appropriate-
forhaps even a horse or tuJo.
I
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THE TRAIVIIjJAYS

The tramuays played one of the most important roles in the
function of the early saulmills. The Vic Oak had turo main
tramuays. One uas an incline east of the mil1 operated
ma5.nIy by r,rinch and eable decending logs loaded on boggies
doun the hill. There rrlas probably an Bxtension of this
tramuay at the top of the incline urhich travelled around
the side of the mountain trlith a horse team. The other one
urent south and then folloued the Taggerty river to uherever
good timber ulas found. This tramulay, to my knouledge trlas
operated by horse. The Vic Oak stables supported about I
horses to haul timber out of the bush.

The rebuilding of the tramuays uould trqely restore a
beautiful piece of history. trlhether both rrlere to be
rebuilt and one uere to function is a matter of consider-
ation but as a note of suggestion and in the light of
capturing as near as possible the original Uic Oak scene
I have outlined each tramu,ay separately rriith ideas for each.
These can be discussed and modified according to more
detailed eonsideration.

THE INCLINE TRATYIU,IAY

The tramuay going up the hill east of the mill. This eould
be set up so as not to function but to give an idea of hotrl
an incline operated. lvlost probably the original ulas
constructed of uooden raj-ls nailed onto sleepers as uas the
general case uJith the early tramuays. Later steel rail
uas often used. In rebuilding this incline uooden rail
could be used extending from the miII area up the hill to
a point uhere the ulinch ulas located or thereabouts. At
this point a shed could be built having a roof and perhaps
one ualI containj-ng a smaIl steam engine and rrlinch, (often
referred to as a rfdonkey enginert) r,rhere those uho
enthusiastically desire to climb the incline on foot can
have a look at the cable drauln and ulinch set up. From
the uinch a eable uould extend dourn the hiIi. laying along
in the centre of the incline tramuay track to a point
uhere the ground leveIs out and connected to a set of bgggl_es,
loaded rrrith a large 1og. The boggies uould have to be fixed
to the rails so no danger of ai6ide-nt urould occur. This
overall scene ulould give a very good effect and eapture hotrt
the loggers decended timber to the rnilL on an incline.





THE S0UTHIIJARD TRAIYIITAY

The tramulay going south and then follouing the Taggerty
river. The route of this tramline is ideal in being
rebuilt to folloul its original tracks through the bush.
It could be made to function either by horse or tractor
engine. Although the original uould most probably have
been constructed of urooden and steel rail combined, its
reproduction uould be better suited to steel rail (for
reasons see appendix). The tramulay could travel,
starting from the 1og dump at the mill, south follouing
its original path going behind the managers residence
on a slight incline around the side of the hill into the
bush and then follouring the Taggerty river for a distance.
If it ulere to function a beautiful scene of tramulay
heyday could be captured along its path. As it travelled
along the river in the virgin bush complete u;ith the
eucalyptus fragrance, ta11 trees, ferns, rrlildlife and
mountain air it may cross a trestle bridge or tuo, pass
a scene of simulated logging aetivity, continue along
its path to a point of neu logging activity. Here the
horse draun boggies or tractor engine uould be turned
uhile those uho have endeavoured the pleasant journey
eould have a look around. At this point a scene of
ihterest, education and early logging livelihood could
be captured. Simulated prototype reproduction ulould
be seen in the 1og loading ramp uith a number of logs
ready for loading, a loggers hut made of split pailings
and shingles uith an o1d stove and different items inside,
a piece of ground shouing stacks of split pailings and
shingles and maybe a feur tools shouling hour they did hand
splitting, an area used for barking logs, a shed urith
steam engine and cable used to drag the logs to the site,
a uorkers camp fire ulith bi1Iy and camp ovens. Also
another loggers hut could be loeated nearby ulith inform-
ation inside on different aspects of the loggers ulorld
for example a display of photographs or actual samples of
the different variety of trees cut for timber.

SUIIUVIARY

I have briefly gone over the main aspects of the Uic Oak
miIl and tried to catch rrlhat the visitor might see ae he
vieuls its resgu{ected state. Sharpness of originality is
not fuII but if ulhat I have discussed uere to be built to
catch the desired effect it uould certainly bring to light
for many people a bit of faint history on the early timber
milling industryo ,
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THE VIC OAK SAI]JMILL

A PPEND I X

Personal note to IVIR LLOYD GOULD

Dear Lloyd,

In the mai.n assessment I have so far given an overall vierrl
of the Vic Oak and as mentioned the finer details need
discussing after the okay on the project is given.

Some points of advantage I thought I might mention are:

ii)

The possibility of a Government subsidy r,rhich uould
come under the department of Tourism. I knou such
projects as rrOfd Sydney Toulnrr and a frjend of mine
uho-knous the person involved urith t'sJr76?'6frh: HiLl"
and rrKryal Castletr all received Goverffient grants.
To ulhat extent I donrt knorrr but this possibility
can be looked into.

The Location of the Vic Oak is ideal as far as
tourists are concerned as it is right next to the
main road being easily accessible and seen, not far
out of lvlarysville, situated in a beautiful setting
and still on the original site. Actually it is
indeed literalty part of the ttlarysville municipatity,
potentially creating an advantage for the tourism
business and livelihood of the fiarysville tournship.

A great asset to the reality of the Vic Oak projeet
is the fact that much of the tramuray and milling
antiquities needed are at hand already auraiting
only rrlhatever restoration is needed. These include
the 20 Lb/yd steel rail rrhich is at your main miIl
in fiarysville. There must be a good mile or trrlo
of it there." Also from my observation here I noticed
a rip saur rrhich eould be used in the building of the
Vic 0ak. At the rrAnderson millrr location just out of
lvlarysville is a uonderful pile of trailroadinlar and
o1d timber milling apparatus cuch as the old Ford
railroad truck, trolleys, metal conveyor belt trestlest
cable drums, uinches, gears and pulleys all of uhich
could be sorted out and used valuably. Even at the
Vic Oak itself there are some usable bits and pieces

...\
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such as the ulj.nch mounted on the o1d chassis,
trolley rrlheeJs, old docking saur plus odds and
ends around. I knorrl of the location of many
railroad spikes hidden in the Rubicon forest that
uJere once used on the tramrrray there. I discovered
them on one of my searches through t,he bush for
old tramu.lays and in a ma@r of about 1 00 yar ds I
collected approximately 2BO spikes liqhtly buried
in the un dergrorrlth stuck in rotten slee pers .
They are in good condition and can ulell be used
again. I knou ulhere many more are and they could
be valuably u sed on the Uic Oak tramulay ,' ,, I t came
to my min d also that the old Fordson tractor tramrrray
engine used by Andersons mill that you restored
and is nou in central lvlarysville could be used to
carry tourists along the Vic Uak tramuray route.
It looks to be mechanically curable.

iv) I also mentioned to you
of the lady I knoul trlho
and in urhose collection
once pulled by bullock.
condition and ulould be
Uic Oak.

before I left for Neu Zealand
collects old uragons and buggies
is an old log uragon that uras

It is t,o my memory in good
an asset to the makeup of the

ALso some items that need discussing that I thought I might
introduce are:

i) Hou t,o 1et people vistrr the mill building and its interior
aule rrlithout presenting danger from such things as the
saublades or temptation for eager elimbing children.
I rr.riIl not discuss the problem/solution here but merely
bring it up as a matter of auareness to situation.
I did houever take a trip to Korrumburra, Gippsland,
Victoria before I left for Neu Zealand and visited
trCoal Creekrr rr:here they have built an historical- mining
tou,n. One of the displays they have there is a small
flatroofed saumiIl. Even though it operates and they
eut timber from it, no reall danger seems apparent to
the visitors. They have a ulalkrrlay uith railing on
either side through the middle of it, having on one
side a urood turning lathe. Perhaps ulith restriction
to safety the Uic Oak miIl itself eould also operate.
0f course mai.n,tenance, supervision, the source of
pouer to operate it and eeonomic eosts are influential
factors of consideration.



ii) The southulard tramrrlay if i.t ulere to operate uould
have to have carriages suitable to safety regulations
and be reasonably comfortable, yet hold the
eharacteristics of the bush tramrriay b.gggi_es. lYlany

designs can be sketched and aesthetiially looked at.
I have included a couple of such draulings as
examples in this.
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v)

There are other items that need
ideas that have come to my mind
of the mill and its function.

Ho ping that thi s rnaterial might

vi)

tdhat manner and degree of supervision is needed for
the ulhole Uie Oak once it has been reconstructed?

Is it to be free entry to all urho visit and in the
similitude of a public display park rrrithout supervision?

Free entry but supervi sed vierrling?

A suitable entry fee ( car or per head ) to cover
supervision, maintenance and construction costs?

Seeing the ulhole Vic Oak saurmill project ulould be an
educating factor to all, both young and old,
organised tours from many parts urithin the state
could be arranged rrrith such organisations as primary
and high schools, senior citizen clubsl youth clubs
and church groups. Ample and suitable supervision
rrlould necessarily have to be arranged for such but
may be a profitable angle for the mill itsetf (and
the tYlarysville torrrnship) and yet provide a valuable
piece of first hand historical education of Uietoria I s
early sarrlmill-ing operations.

In the 1i9ht of the fact that the number of original
buildinge is not exactly knouln that made up the uhofe
Vic Oak others could be planned for and looked at to
develop the charaeter of the miI1 more fully. Even
the possibility of a feul stores could be consideredt
like a butcher and a general store. 0f course
suggestions such as this urould need to fit into the
overall character of the original Vic Oak and of a
timbermilling establishment.

discussing. These are the main
in connection u,ith the rebuilding

be of substantial inf luerJ @ .

Yours sincerely,

G LEI\IN [VI . BROOKS.




