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Marysville survivor reunited with memories

It's so hard to imagine the fear and
panic suffered by anyone in the re-
cent devastating fires, but to not
have the physical health to escape
tha firestorm without the aid of oth-
ers must overwhelm you with fright
as others find safety.

For Marysville resident Susan Lucas
in her 70's and physically impaired,
the smoke, panic and chaos was s0
very frighteming. "It was all just too
fast” said Susan in the Darlingford
home at Eilden. “if it was not for that
SES man Keith, he just picked me
up and threw me into the bus.”

Susan was one of several evacu-
ated to hospitals by brave locals
“The flames, the sirens, the burmt
people coming in, the whaole thing
was terrifying,” Susan explained,

Moved later to Darlingford nursing
home and the initial shock now over,
the realisation that all her memones
were lost and the Lions Club Memao-
rial Bridge built for her late husband
Bill. may also be lost was more emo-
tional turmaoil

For nurses at Darlingford 1t was
just too sad, and enguines soon
revezled the Bill Lucas Memonal
Bridge across the gentle Steaven-
son River had just withstood the
firestorm of Black Saturday.
Phone calls to the Marysville &
District Lions Club tracked down a
copy of the onginal bridge photo
that had sat so proudly on Susan's
wall in her Marysville home.

Delice Guscott of the Lions club
framed the photo and visited
Susan at Darlingford to reunita her
with this precious memaory

As Delice gave Susan the photo to
cherish again and discussed the
frightening ordeal. Susan said "l
just cannat believe so many peo-
ple care, there are just 50 many
people | need to thank”

Lion Delice of the Marysville & Dis-
trict club, who tragically lost sev-
eral members to the fires said, "we
will do everything we can 1o sup-
port aur charished community and
this very small contribution means

s0 much to Susan who has lost
everything else. Her late husband
Eill was a most valuable founding
member of the Marysville & District
Lions and we are so pleased we
can find some positives amid this
crisis, The bridge is weil and
Susan will scon bie with her family
again.”

Susan said, “| will chensh the
photo forever, it means so very
much to me and | am so thankful”.

Darlingford responded to the disas-
ter taking three residents into the
home in Eildon. Nikki Jenkins, unit
manager, said, ‘It has been a chal-
lenging time for everyone as our
staff and many residents’ families
live amongst the community. We
have responded in any way we can
to help and | am just so please this
is ane small happy contribution for
Susan as she deals with the loss of
Marysville and all that means to
her. We are blessed Lo live in a
community where so many people
care and do their best for each
other."

Pheto and story by Dave Nicholson

In this difficult time people may
have lost their cherished photo-
graphs.

Dave Nicholson's studio and
archives are all saved with many
wedding, commercial, family,
schoal, real estate and event
photographs. If you think he may
have taken photaos of you, your
family or property and you would
like a copy visit
waw_nicholsonphotographic.com
or contact Dave on 0400 229 103,
Dave will search his archives and
provide a free disc.
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WE ARE WORKING TOWARD RECOVERY FROM
EMOTIONAL DIFFICULTIES

The stress, anxiety and tension associated with everyday life usually do
not require personal help. However, the persistent anxiety about fires
during the |ast several weeks in the Trniangle Area. and beyond, has cre-
ated within the lives of many of us an unrelenting stress, frustration, or
perhaps, just a constant irritability,

You and your friends are invited to join Y.A.N.A. Fellowship of
Emotions Anonymous
Y..you - A...are - N..not - A...alone

Day: Wednesday
Time: 7.00pm
Place: St Thomas' Anglican Church
Maroondah Hwy, Buxton
Cost: § gold coin donation

Emaotions anonymous is a twelve-step organisation similar to Alcoholics
Anonymous. Our fellowship is composed of people who come together in
weekly meetings for the purpose of working toward recovery from
emational difficulties, EA members are from many walks of life and are of
diverse ages, economic status, social and educational backgrounds. The
anly requirement for membership is a desire to becomes well emotionally.

* Only first names are used. *EA respects the confidentiality of its
members at all times. ' As a spirtual programme, thers 15 an
emphasis on a higher power. * Expenence has shown that the EA
programme works well for those with or without religious beliefs or
affiliations, * EA provides a warm and accepting group setting in
which to share expenences without fear of criticism.  ° You will
discover that you are not alone in your struggles. ™ The programme
was founded in 1871, As of 2007 there are over 1000 EA chaplers
in 35 countries including the U.5.A. and Australia.

Taggerty in pariicular, to know that
he and the Lions of 2015 are
devastated by the hurt and
destruction this fire has caused.
Lian David and many, many athers
have been regular visitors {o this
beautiful area and he promisas (o
do whatever he can to help restore
the lives of all hera. He has very
fond memories of his Australia Day
weekend here, only weeks ago

EA is not a medical or psychiatric service, nor does it provide persanal or
family counselling. Leadership of group meetings rotates and 15 non-
professional. The leader's function is simply to conduct the meeting, not
to serve as an autharity, Meetings are structured to assist individuals who
want to achieve and maintain emotional health

A pamphlet with more description may be obtained at the Buxton General
Store.

You may choose not to attend Emotions Anonymous but please, if
you are suffering, see somebody for help.

Property clean-up
The Commanwealth and Victorian Governments have announced that they will fund and deliver the site clean-up
and demalition program for properties devastated by the bushfires. The program will be voluntary and will be pro-
vided free of charge fo those property owners who lake up the offer

Currently, the Victorian Government is finalising negotiations with a project manager for the program. Details on
the cost of the program. the name of the contractor and details of program registration will be released by the
Commonwealth and Victorian Governments ance negatiations are finalised.

For thnse persons who have already engaged their own contractors to conduct the demolition and clean-up works
at their property. they will be reimbursed.

Property owners and contractors must note that Waste Transfer Stations and Landfills within the Murrindindi Shire
are not licensed 1o accent Prescribed industrial Waste, which includes asbestos Any demolition material being
transported to Waste Transfer Station or landfill sites within our shire will be checked for asbestos and, if found,
directed to a2 suitably licensed landfill sile.

Details on accredited prescribed industrial waste treaters, disposers and transporters can be found on EPA Victo-
ria's website at www epa vic.gov.au or by calling EPA direct on (03) 8685 2722



Marysville Cricket Club meets the stars

.On Sunday, 22nd February, Marysville Cricket Club went to the MCG
accepting an invitation from Cricket Victoria to watch the Grand Final of
the Ford Ranger Cup between Victoria & Queensland.

Jamie our Coach driver (who donated his time) picked us up in a Grey-
tiound Coach {again donated) from Alexandra, after picking up vanous
club members between Alexandra and the MCG.

We arrived |ust in time for Kellan Fiske to toss the coin to start the
game,

Lukas Nilsson and Bronte Fiske carried the Victorian and Queensland
flags leading the teams onto the ground. Then it was down to business
as Queensland went in to bat.

Cricket Victoria put us in the Legends Room with the Kinglake Crickel
Club and supplied us with heaps of food & drinks while watching the
game in air conditioned comfort without any smoke haze.

At the completion of the Queensland innings we all got the opportunity
to walk out on the actual playing field of the MCG. Wickets, bats and
balls appeared and we had a game of backyard style cricket with a rov-
ing camera taking film, at some stage most of us appeared on the big
screens. Kellan & Lukas each had an interview and a chanee to thank
everyona, then it was time for Victonia's inning. but that's another story

Unfortunately, Victoria lost, but we all had a great time as this was or-
ganised with anly 48 hrs notice, it was great to see a good roll up,

Special thanks o)

Madeline Marchetti our organiser

Cricket Victoria our host

Greyhound Coaches our transporl

Jamie our driver

who all donated their services

At the end of the day Kellan & Lukas were each presented with signed

cricket bats and Kellan receivad the coin he tossed mounted in a piece
of the MCG pitch.

Marysville Cricket Club will be back bigger and stronger next season
Enquiries 0408 252 189 or 0409 008 716

The Library Bus ... wednesday 17th February 2009

As a user of this magical bus that visits Buxton every Tuesday, | wish o
put in writing that seeing the bus in town this Tussday was a joyous
occasion | saw it as an act of moving us all forward into some kind of
normality.

We move around still in 2 daze - smoke filled eyes and throats, hoping
the worst is over  Still not beligving the fact that we have all lost friends
in Marysville, and of course the beautiful town itself, plus many in
Buxton losing their home.

Cate was in charge of the Bus this day, and as the sensitive soul she is
wondered if the Bus appeared intrusive parking in Buxton. | said what |
nave typed.

Cate had in the Bus a cold water dispenser, special lemon drink and
sweets - also some light reading and magazines, Wonderful!

People are amazingly generous and we are all grateful, but this sight of
the Bus was a positive move toward the future. Maybe few used this
service this week as reading is of a low priority at the moment - but a
cold drink and a sweel - great!!

Thank you LIBRARY BUS - see you next week
Beth Page

BLACK
SATURDAY

Saturday Tih of February - an ode o Marysvile

Black Saturday was brought to us
We were prepared withouf much fuss,
to deal with whal may lie ahead
A day that we will always dread,

A little town, a raging fire
Rising like an awesome spire
Clirnbing ‘il it touched the blue
With unchecked power like mo one
knew.

Urgent messages. safely calls
Protect the town at Steavensons Falls
Save the houses, save the shops
Hold your ground until it stops

An army of men fust had no wsy
To hold a fire on that day
With wind gusts way beyond the scale
Our dusty earth so brown and pale.

And dunng that disastrous day
Qur family's lives ware snatched away
Daoing whaf they knew was right, to
stand their ground and make a fight,

Well time now shows we're far apart
Your souls will stay within our fiearts
And memaores will ensure you live
Of friends who had their all to give

The fire's gone, the smoke has passed
And only now our memarias las!,
of those who lefl this world as one
The day our slate burnad ke the sun

David Donehue
Thursday 12(h February 2008

CHURCH NOTICE

Anglican Church Service
Is to be held at St Thomas'
Buxton
9 am each Sunday until
such time as services may

be resumed in Marysville.
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Murrindindi Bus Services

Mansfield — Yea - Flowerdale - Meibourne
VLine Coach Service

Mon - Sat Mon - Fri
To Melbourne From Meibourne
- Mansfield 7:30am 8:55pm B
Yea B:35am 7.55pm ]
Flowerdale (Hotel) 8 55am | ?:Sﬁpm
Melboumne (Southern Cross Station) 10-30am : 5:01pm _!

The VLine Mansfield — Melbourre service is operating over an altered route between Fiowerdale
and Melboume via Strath Creek and Hume Freeway between Normal Timetable between
Flﬂwerdaie {3). Normal timetable between Flowerdale I’B‘} and Mansfield

131628 or wew, viclink. com. au

Alexandra — Molesworth — Yea — Seymour
There is now an additional Alexandra to Seymour return service. This sarvice is now running twice

daily ang seven days until further notice.

{ Viclink:

“Mon, Tues,
Thur, Sat & Sun | Wed Cnly 7 days 7 days 7 days

I (Mot Wed) L i
| s 2 I To = |
:_ B Toe Seymour To Seymour | Fram Seymoar | Seymour +me Seymour |
| Alexandra |  900am | 082%am | 11:15am | 12:30pm | 500pm |
| Molesworth |  @:15am | 0840am [ 11:00am | 12.45pm | 44%pm |
. | il Ll 08:55 am 10:45am | 1:00pm *4:30pm |
Trawool ! 8:55am |_E€-2{Jam 10:10 am 1:25pm | 4:08pm i

Seymour |

: 09:30 = . i ;

Railway Station 10:00am 08:30 am 10:15 am 1:30pm | 4:00pm |

*09:30am arrival in Seymour on Wednesdays (o provide for Go TAFE students
#Conneclion from Flowerdale at Yea and *"Connection to Flowerale at Yea
Contact for further service details and bookings: Fallon's Bus Lines (Alexandra): 03 5772 1768

Alexandra— Buxton - Taggerty- Narbethong
(This is a free service from the Department of Transport]
Two return trips per day. five days per week, until further notice. Effective from Monday 23

Feoruary 2008

e o Mon - Fri Mon - Fri ~ Mon - Fri Mon - Fri

: Alexandrato | Narbethong to Alexandra to Marbethong to

' Narbethong Alexandra | Narbethong |  Alexandra

~ Alexandra g55am | 10:15m 2:00pm 3.45pm

Taggerty 9:05am 10:05m £:10pm 3.30pm
Buxton 2:15am s 9:55m - 2: Eme _ 3.20pm

_ Narbethong 9:30am g:40am | 2:35pm 3.05pm

Narbethong (Hotel) 8:35am 8:35m 2:40pm 3.00pm

Contacts for further service details and bookings: Fallon's Bus Lines {(Alexandra): 03 5772 1768

Continued aver page



Fiowerdaie - Yea - Seymour and connecting irain services

Mon. Tues. | Wed Only | Mon-Sun | Mon, Tues, | Mon, Tues,
Thur, Sat & Sun | Thur, Sat& | Thur, Sat&
Sun | Sun
; To From i
| To Se;,rmc}ur_“  Seymour Seymour To Seymour _. From S_n.eyrr_’lnu_r_l
; Flowerdale S:00am l 0&:25am 11:15am | 123E|=pm | Sﬂﬂpm
] Yea #9:30am : OB:55am 10:45am 1:00pm | A4:30pm
Seymour _ ,- a ’ ; _ ‘ ;
Railway Station | 10:00arm 09:30am 1G_‘153_r_n_ :_.._ :llaﬂpm | 4:00pm

Connection from Flowerdale at Yea to Seymour
A Connection to Flowerdale at Yea from Seymaur
Contact the local bus Operator Dennis Hodge on 03 5780 1221

The Victorian Bushfire Recovery and
Reconstruction Authority

Since taking over as Acting Head of the Victortan Bushfire Recovery and Recon-
struction Authoritv {(VBRR A on 12 February, 1 have visited most of the Trangle
communities @t least once, | was deeply shocked at seeing your beautiful twwns
and surroundings damaged and destroved, and know that 1 cannot begin Lo under-
stand the sense of loss and disbeliel that you all must feel. The only thing | can
say (o vou is that we will all work as hard as possible to help you recover and re-
build.

Solar T have travelled 1o Marysville several times to see the damage and talk with
many of vou and | have also spent time over the weekend with community mem-
bers in Narbethong, Buxten and Tageery. | particolarly appreciated the chance o
talk with a large proportion of the community last Sunday afternoon, the 22™ of
February. at the Marysville Gall and Bowls Club. In all my meetings with the
different community groups. | hape you got the message loud and clear that things
are beginning to move towards recovery, despite the very understandable frustra-
tion that vou must be feeling about the delay in returming to vour propertics. | can
assure vou that the essential work of the Coroner is being completed as quickly
and thoroughly as possible, which is the first step o beginning the recovery proc-
£55.

As L outlined at the Maryvsville meeting on Sunday afternoon. the Government has
announced that it will fund the clean-up of damaged and destroved propertics. For
those that “opt in™ 1o this program, once we receive notification trom the Police
that access to your properties is possible we will make sure that the sites are free
of immediate threats (such as unstable walls or chimneyvs) and then vou will have
an opportunity to search vour properties. Given the risk of asbestios and other haz-
ards, it is essential that vou wear protective masks and clothing during vour

search,  The local suthoritics will give you advice on the details of these arrange-
ments. The keyv message in this regard is that we will not commence large scale

clearance operations until you have had an opportunity to discover any relics tha
survived the lire.

The clearance of debris from the Triangle will be pan ol o State wide elean-up
effort, the details of which will be provided to communities as soon as possible.
These arrangements will definitely provide opportunilices for local tradesmen and
wirrhers.

Finallv, can | repeat the advice | provided at my meetings with vou over the week-
end; the needs and wishes of vour community will be & key factor in plannimg and
carrying put the rebuilding of the Triangle towns and surrounding arcas.

| look forward to seeing yvou again in the near future, and to helping vou on the
road to rebuilding.

Major General John Cantwell, AQ
Acting Head & Chiel Operations CHTicer
Victorian Bushlire Recovery and Reconstruction Authority

JUNCTION HILL

CLEARING
SALE

Alc Junction Hill
Farms

Saturday 28"

February
10.30 am

Farm Machinery
Sundries
Tools
Furniture

Further details
Landmark

Embling

Alexandra
5772 3110
0418 266 038




Mayor’'s Chair
"Restoring Services A Top Priority For Murrindindi

The sheer scalz of the bushiires has meant that pockets of the Murrindindi
Shire are only just being reached so isolated communilies can begin to
recaiva the support they need and services can be restoren as soon as
possible.

Murrindindi Shire Mayor, Lyn Gunter said “As | travel across the Shire it
breaks my heart to see first-hand the tragic loss and despair felt by every-
one, but one of the strengths of any rural community is how people sup-
port each cther in tough fimes.”

“We have been strengthened by the community spirit and it is this quality |
that will rebuild, rejuvenate and restore our wonderiul shire

Ms Gunter said all Federal, State and Local Government resources were
being focused on gething services up and running as soon as possible.

“When devasiation has been total in some areas we are having to simply
start from scratch and that means having to systematically work to restore
all basic services and amenities to those areas most in need first.”

As response tn the bushfires moves from relief to recovery some small
communities that have been isolated are only just now being reached,

Ms Gunier said she has been touring the region as quickly as she can but
also trying fo spend time with families o share their grieving.

‘| trust everyone understands that we are working round the clock to en-
sure every little pocket of Murnindingi receives the support they need and
that no one will be forgotten”

LETTER TO THE ERITOR
Cear Sir,

Ameonagst the many things lost in the fires thal devastaled Marysville is the entire
collection of memarabilia in Marysville Historical Society's Hall. Rew and Mars
Renealy carricd out the emergency plan of removing the most valuable items imo
a trailer but events moved so quickly that the railer could not be evacuated. The
Kenealvs must be highly commended for their dedication to the preservation of
Marvsville history despite the emergency.

Bt all is net lest! Still a bit dazed, Marvsville Historical Sociery is still active
and starting to work out how to rescue or preserve Marysville's history before it is
dissipated in the rebuilding of the town and the inevitable loss ol knowledge from
the community. Historical Societies all over Victoria have already been in contact
to offer not only assistance but also portions of theie own collections that relate 1o
Marysville - and cven a place to store itall until we have our own Hall again,

Tust as importantly, our community has knowledge and items of historical value
st in their heads and homes today, Marvsville Historical Society dearly wanls 1o
know about these - iFonly 1o record or copy them - 50 we are asking the commu-
nity 10 el us about them

As g (rare ) non-displaced tocal, | am coordinating this restarl. Anvone with infor-
mation of items o contribiate should contact me: Graham FEddy 0423362448 ora-
ham.eddyi@amail.com. Alternatively, Norm Fiske 0408, 103 (86

nfiske@higpond. net.au,

Please don't et Marvsville's history be lost forever. We need to act quickly,
Hegards,

Graham Eddy, Buxton
Committee Member, Maryvsville Historical Society

TO THE EDITOR

At this stage, the Royal Commis-
sion into the recent bushfires in
Victoria is yet to be convened.
However, the Age newspaper
seas fif to criticise the NSE in
regard to the Maryswille fire, in its
article "DSE silent on tower warm-
ing" Feb 21st, 2009. Further, it
seeks to use innuendo to deni-
grate 2 single employee of the
DSE

The article states "the depariment
has refused to answer a list of
detailed questions pul by The Age
about the timing, content and use
of fire information gathered from
the Mt Gordon tower on the after-
noon of February 7"

Surely, this is the very reason why
a Royal Cammission has bean
instigated and it does not reflect
well on The Age newspaper to
presume that it has the nght to
open its own investigation,, and
expect answers (o thelr guestions
ahead of the Royal Commission.

The people of Victoria have been
told this bushfire was unprece-
dented  They have been fold that
this bushfire travelled at an unbe-
lievable pace and in an entirely
unpredictable manner Despite
this, The Age Mewspaper feels it is
able to criticise the DSE for its
fallure to give adequate warning
Fresumably The Age newspaper
had this specific information in its
keeping prior to the bushfire Why
didn't it published such a warn-
ing.? Why didr't it publish & list of
all communities under threat?

However, if these newspaper
reparters are only being clever in
retrospect than they should be
thoraughly condemned and be told
to "shut up" and, like the rest of us
await the due process of the Com-
mission

P.5. Bunn
Beechworth



OTHER HELP

Dr Margaret Miller will see patients on Saturday and
Sunday mornings from S-11am in Buxton
Fhone Buxton Store to make an appointment
Fad

Watch this space for announcements of further ser-
vices

RACY & CGU Insurance represeniatives are available
at the Marysville Golf Club AND Buxton Reserve,

Buxton CFA - Information Update Mesting
Daily at 5.00 pm
In the Army Tent at Buxton Reserve
Until further notice

Fuel is available at the Igloo Roadhouse

New & Secondhand clothing and smaill household iterms
are at time of printing still available at Buxton Hall - also
available at Narbethong at the Black Spur inn. Watch
this space for updates.

Suppeort from Far & Mear

A further, very large consignment of donated goods will
be available as soon as these can be sorted. This
particular consignment has arrived bearing the banner
“Goldfields Donations for The Victorian Bushfires” and
have come from the Kalgoorlie area. The generosity of
people in even these depressed times is amazing!

Free Food and drinking water is available in the building
at the corner of Buxton-Marysville Rd & Highway - also
available at the Black Spur Inn, Narbethong Watch
this space for updates

Anyone needing hay delivered, call Andrew Embling on
0418 266 038

Marysville/Narbethong/Granton Mail is currently held at
Healesville PO Can be picked up from there or
re-direction forms are available from Buxton PO (free
re-direction to wherever). Roadside deliveries have
resumed where possible and previously available
Contact Buxton store on 5774 7301,

Drinking water should be boiled for all Buxton and
Marysville residents.

Pat's Hairdressing is available please phone 5774 7016
for appointment

5774

Triangle Advertisers

| am hoping to resume regular
advertising in the next week or so, it
would be appreciated if you could
advise whether or not you wish your
advertising to be included at this
stage.

My preferred method of contact is via
email: delice.guscott@bigpond.com
or fax to 5963 3353
or in the short term only, you may
phone 5963 3342 and leave a
message If no answer

FIRE RELATED ENQUIRIES
DPI RURAL RECOVERY CENTRE - 5761 1528

« Livestock

»  Fencing

« Farm dams

«  Stock containment areas
Pest weed and animals

«  Soil conservation

«  Whole farm planning

« Mative vegetation

FODDER

Andrew Embling VFF 0418 266 038

VFF 1300 882 833
WILDLIFE

Wildlife Help 0417 380 687

Wildlife Victoria 1300 094 535

Animal Aide (domeastic pets) 9739 0300

RACW Wildlife Connect 13111
RUBBLE CLEARING

Victorian Volunteer Hotling 1300 366 356

DANGEROUS FIRE TREES
Shire of Murnindindi Recovery 5772 2454
FIRE SUPPRESSION WATER LOSSES
Shire of Murrindindi Recovery
ROAD CLOSURES
VicRoads Website vicroads.vic.gov.au
VicRoads Bushfire Road Ciosures 1800 240667
WEBSITES

5772 2454

VicRoads vicroads.vic.gov.au
DPI dpi.vic.gov.au
D5E dse.vic.gov.au

The Victorian Bushfire Case Management
Service is available now to help you.

The Victorian Bushfire Case Management Service
is providing all Victorians affected by the bushfires with
the support they need to access assistance with mat-
ters including accommeodation, finance, personal as-
sistance, employment, education, counselling, health
and legal services during this difficult time.

Call the
Victorian Bushfire Case Management
Service Line

1800 050 400

or speak with staff at recovery centres




