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Buxton & Acheron gardens feature in local Open Gardens weekend

This year Alexandra & District’s Open
Gardens weekend celebrates 21 years of
offering superb town and country garden
viewing. The open garden weekend has
steadily developed into a longstanding
and successful weekend in the north east
of Victoria just 90 minutes from Mel-
bourne.

With substantial rainfall recorded
throughout the region recently, the dis-
trict’s gardens are not only recovering
from prolonged dry years and bushfire
devastation, they are flourishing. Show-
casing the stunning landscapes and fea-
turing the spectacular spring burst of
growth; this is a favourite and popular
event for garden enthusiasts from inter-
state and throughout Victoria.

Already a broad range of enthusiasts’
gardens as well as some professionally
designed, are included in the carefully
selected list offered to the public.

This year the Alexandra & District Open
Gardens is pleased to include for the
first time, Geoff Olive’s garden in Bux-
ton and Julie Foletta’s ‘Acheron Park’.
Both will be open to visitors on Satur-
day 22™ & Sunday 23™ October 2011.
Of great interest to all gardeners will be
the property of Jill & Geoff Olive at
Buxton. This garden, originally undevel-
oped farmland, was gradually formed
over twelve years by clearing blackber-
ries, building infrastructure and planting
mostly tube stock or seeds collected on
the property. The garden was taking
shape when sadly many shrubs and trees
were destroyed by the Black Saturday
bushfires. With Geoff’s experience and
knowledge and much hard work by both
Geoff and Jill, this garden has regener-
ated beautifully in just two years. Set
amidst the borrowed landscape of roll-
ing hills, forest and the Cathedral
Ranges this is an impressive property.

The hilltop garden comprises land-
scaped beds surrounding the home and
sweeps down to an expansive and tran-
quil dam beyond which, is their vegeta-
ble garden and fruit trees. Geoff, for-
merly a lecturer at Burnley Horticul-
tural College for many years, has a
wide range of areas of expertise includ-
ing park management, residential gar-
den design, plant production and flo-
ristry exhibitions.. He has recently re-
tired from his position at Parliament
House Melbourne, where he was Team
Leader of the Grounds & Garden Ser-
vices. Now living at Buxton, Geoff’s
understanding of issues for gardeners in
the north east will be of great interest
and value as he and Jill have worked on
their property in the Buxton area for
many years. This garden will impress
visitors with its abundant regeneration
since the fires.

Acheron Park is also open to visitors
for the first time. Heritage trees feature
strongly in this garden, many planted in
the thirties and forties. The magnificent
trunks of cedars, cypress, maples and
cratageas are impressive. Massive
Monterey cypress line the driveway
leading to the house garden where tow-
ering rhododendrons, dogwood, horse
chestnut and wisteria

provide a beautiful spring flowering
display. Having survived years of
drought with minimal water, then
spared damage by the 2009 fires, plen-
tiful rain in recent seasons has restored
new growth to the garden. Whilst the
garden bursts into colour and fragrance
with many early spring flowering
bulbs, special features include the en-
during Atlas cedar, a fifty year old Chi-
nese dogwood, a huge Monterey cy-
press and a towering multi-trunked
white pearl rhododendron. Flowering

perennials, including forget me not,
purple granny’s bonnets, hellebores,
lychnis and iris, took up residence about
50 years ago and return year after year.
The perfume of lily of the valley, jas-
mine, viburnum and wisteria fill the air.
Beds of rich leaf litter provide an envi-
ronment for seed germination of resi-
dent plants. With some maturing speci-
mens, owner Julie Foletta, has experi-
enced issues of overcrowding and bro-
ken limbs as trees reach their optimal
height and more! Visitors will appreci-
ate the hard work required to maintain a
lovely garden of this age.

Make sure you book early for the
“Celebration of Spring” dinner to be
held on Saturday 22™ October at
Stonelea Country Estate. Everyone is
welcome to attend. Keen gardeners will
be delighted to hear special guest An-
drew Laidlaw share his expertise at the
dinner. Andrew is currently the Land-
scape Architect at the Royal Botanic
Gardens Melbourne. Andrew has de-
signed 4 gardens for the Melbourne
International Flower and Garden Show
(three of which won Gold Medals and
the third highly commended). Most gar-
den enthusiasts know Andrew as a
regular gardening commentator on
ABC Radio 774. Bookings for the din-
ner are essential via Ann Barkla Phone:
5772 1991. Details of all gardens open
to the public and information about the
dinner, are available on the website:
www alexandraopengardens.com.au

MOPS
Due to an abundance of donations,
we request that NO CLOTHES be
donated until further notice.
The shop is going well, and we
thank everyone for their support.




Dear Customers,

Butters Cafe of Buxton

‘just good tucker'

It's happened... We have finally broken the Cook! For this rea-
son Butters Café will close on the 31" October, indefinitely and

AR
BUXTO

We're open til 9pm
every night of the week!

possibly permanently. Delicious food served all day
3 ; - Dine In or Take Away,
We have thought very long and hard about closing and consid- Phone Orders Welcome.
ered many different alternatives. Some of those options may Wednesdava‘Meal hrlghtsare a must - come
still be ones we pursue, but for the time being, Barbara's health de,ﬁ;’.j‘sgghef?;"p,’f‘;;‘;'ana
is our number one priority. famous selection of schnitzels!
: Book early to reserve your table.
We want to thank all of our customers for their generous sup- 5 Fabulote & Fendly Stk
port and many kindnesses over the last five years. It has been |o Hot Food & Cold Drinks
a pleasure to look after you all. ¥ Deliious LoRas 6 Sty
® Fuel & Auto Supplies
Many thanks to all those who have worked with us, and have al- |« BYO Licensed
ways done their best to bring you good service and tasty food.  |* s o) o
We won't be leaving town-you don't leave a great place like Bux- St de gﬁm
ton- so you'll see us around. And Gaby is now available to help
with all your horticultural requirements (there are still bills to THE 1GLO0 ROADHOUSE
Buxten Burger
Thanks and see you soon Voted Melbourne’s
Best Burger on Vega 91.5 FM
BUXTON Butters Cafe Black Spur
of Buxton
GENERAL STORE iust ot n|| . Roadhouse
: ne . 264 Maroondah Hwy, Narbethong
e P cath Open 7 days
MON - FRI, 6.30am - 5 pm Fri, Sat, Sun & Mon ; y :
SAT. 7 : Mon - Sat 7:30am to 6:00pm
b & 11om - dinner Sun 8:00am to 6:00pm
SUN, 7.30 am - 3 pm : : i
J Ph: 57747554 Fuel & auto supplies
POST OFFICE / NEWAGE':'NCY EVENING SPECIALS Ding in cqfé, Takeaway fogds
GROCERIES / CAFE Fri ni : Roast Pork with Skb,‘ chain & toboggan hire
Fri_night Milk bar & general store
LOLLIES / CHIPS .Pomegrqna‘re Mini mart & local produce
COFFEE / CUP CAKES —:‘T;M— g:lcker; i;f"fh i Newsagent, Fishing licences,
TOASTED SANDWICHES —-—'"if-:n e pat &lswpzzilies
’ _ nimal produce
PIES / EASTIES Mon night: Kenyan fish curry Dirt bike spare parts
AND! ’
NOW STOCKING GREAT COFFEE! Bagged firewood, 5kg ice
SETTLERS BEARS AND Camping gear & maps
T WARE GREAT CAKE! DVD rentals, Fresh Flowers
GIFTW.
Bookings for evening meals gt o s
2187 MAROONDAH HWY, BUXTON
P: 03 5774 7301 recommended Ph & fax 5963 7173

F: 03 5774 7602

blackspurroadhouse@hotmail.com




Young artist draws community to inspirational LOOK oUT
exhibition “That Wonky Donkey’s About”

An exhibition that captured the raw Book Signing by Katz Cowley
emotion of the 2009 bushfires through At Marysville Post Office & Gift
the eyes of 18 year old artist Maris Shop

Yovanovic has reached out and moved

th
the Kinglake Ranges community. Sat. October 29 120 =il

Sun. October 30™ - 1.30 -2.30
Tues. November 1% -1.30 — 2.30

New Book available
“All | Want For Christmas*”

Plus favourites
“The Wonkey Donkey"
“‘Willbee The Bumble Bee"
“The Fidgety Itch®

The young artist, who once called Kin-
glake home, was given the opportunity
to host her own art exhibition
‘Pathways to Recovery’ thanks to the
assistance of a $2,000 grant from the
Youth Bushfire Response Gift, admin-
istered by Murrindindi Shire Council.

The focus of Maris’ pieces was the
grieving process experienced by peo-
ple following the February 2009 bush-
fires. Maris also gained inspiration
from the works of author Elisabeth
Kibler-Ross whose research into how
people cope and deal with grief and a2

tragedy has been extensively studied around the world, and is now

Cindy McLeish mp 4"

State Member for Seymour R

known as the Kubler-Ross Model. e e
one: | 2760 F ) 5799 9488
Emal: dndysnoesi@parhament vic gov.au

‘It was gratifying to know that from listening to the stories of others about
their emotional experiences following deep loss | was able to create an : : :
art installation that reached out to and moved people,” Maris said. Maryswlle & District

Council's Community and Customer Services spokesperson Cr Cris Ruhr Histor 'Cal SOCletY Inc.
said the exhibition brought the community together.

“Sneak Preview”
“Maris should be very proud of her achievements. There were so many Although not fully finished, our
local residents, family, school peers, and surrounding community mem- disol o6k i
bers who came to view the two day exhibit at the Kinglake West Mechan- Ispiays are looking great.
ics Hall on 8 and 9 October,” Cr Ruhr said. We will be open for History Week

: Su STein - las f
“Maris’ outstanding artwark which included plaster moulds, acrylic paint- ast week of October, and for

ings and charcoal drawings managed to capture the raw emotion that the “Sparkling Wine Festival” -
came from the devastating bushfire event as seen through the eyes of a Cup Weekend. There are even
young person. It not only provided a memorable experience for those books about the history of wine

that came to the exhibition but also highlighted her talents and passion

as a budding artist” in the Yarra Valley for the true

aficionados of wine.

Peart's Gardening Fire Ready Victoria Displays include Early History,
; : meetings scheduled in Pioneers, Early Kitchenalia, Fire
Marysville your area. Story, Timber Story, Tourism
Community meetings to learn % b4
Ride-on mowing, more about the bushfire risk in Story. Schools, Sport,
Lawns mown your area and how you and your | | Photography (past & present),
: : community can turn this aware- R.S.L, a beautiful Art Gallery and
General Garden Construction ness into action. Participants a few special surprises!
& Maintenance, receive literature to take home to :
. _ start working on their own Bush- | | Hours for opening for the Pre-
Sprinkler Systems fire SurvivaISPIan. ¥ view Week :
25 years experienc Taggerty - Sun 13 Nov
ye . 10-11.30am, Taggerty CFA Weekend - 10am - 4pm
Phone Mark Marysville - Tues 15 Nov, Entry by gold coin donation
7-8.30pm, Emergency Services Enquiries M K |
0438 781 951 Eildon - Sat 10 Dec q;;rlt?ss A :;aea y
12-1 30pm, Eildon CFA ( )




