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Author recalls Eltha I ms 
early days 

Things are not the same 
on Eltham's railway line 
as they used to be in the 
1920s. 
Then, steam trains 

puffed along the line to 
Melbourhe and back. 

And the regular en
gine driver on the 
Eltham run was Mr 
Bond. 

One day, Mr Bond 
was forced to stop his 
train lest he run down 
two young boys who 
were fighting on the 
railway tracks. 

The story goes that 
Mr Bond got down from 
his engine cabin, re-: 
moved the boys from 
the line, and went on 
his way again, leaving 
the boys to finish their 
feuding beside the 
tracks. 

One of those boys, Mr 
John Handfield, au
thor, of Eltham can't 
actually remember the 
incident, but he and his 
brother were told about 
it by their mother years 
later. 

"We ·came out to 
Eltham with our par
ents in 1919 after my 
1ather had bought 

. Stanhope," he said. 

Story: 
Linley Hartley 

Picture: 
Ron Grant 

"Eltham was a very 
small village then. My 
father was secretary of 
the Progress Associa
tion. 

"Dave Lyons had his 
garage business down 
there on the main 
street and he also used 
to run the pictures in 
the old Mechanics Hall. 
(The Mechanics Hall 
was the local communf
ty hall once located in 
Henry St near Bible 
St.) 

"Those were family 
occasions when the 
children all ·went down 
to the pictures in pyja
mas and dressing 
gowns. 

"The Rutters lived 
down on the river in 
Yarra Brae. My mother 
and the Rutters were 
the first people in the 

town to have the tele
phone connected. 

"And Miss Hunni
ford, the postmistress, 
operated the exchange. 
I remember her looking 
like Queen Victoria. 

" Just near the bridge, 
lived an old swagman 
- in a tent. I remember 
he had a long beard at a 
time when men didn't 
grow beards. 

"Old prospectors 
used to come in on our 
property and prospect 
in the creek. 

"And there was an 
old Armenian fellow 
who lived up there in 
Ryans Rd. He used to 
smell of Turkish ciga
rettes and give us 
Turkish delight. 

"The trains were the 
old ones with a door 
into each set of seats. 
My father used to walk 
down to the station 
wearing spats and a 
bow tie.. And everyone 
had their own carriage 
and seat where they 
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SHIRE OF EL THAM 

Living and 
L1arning Centre 

739 Main Road, 
ELTHAM 

439 3463 439 2431 ~\, 

PROGRAMME FOR TERM 2, 
1983 

ENROLMENT DAY MAY 28 

SHIRE RESIDENTS 10 am-2 pm 
OTHERS 12 noon-2 pm 

ENROLMENT PROCEDURES 
• • Enrol in person only. 

• You may enrol in one group and/or one workshop on Enrolment Day. 
• An administrative fee of $10 per person per term is to be paid by all participants with a· 

50% reduction for pensioners, unemployed persons and full time students. 
• This fee is to be paid to the Cashier Shire Offices (P.O. Box 21) 895 Main Road, Eltham 

before June 3, 1983. 

DAY GROUPS 
MONDAY: Rug Weaving, Fun with fabric. . 
TUESDAY: Vegetarian cooking, Oil painting, Crochet, Pottery. 
WEDNESDAY: Drawing and sketching, Vegetarian Cooking, Pottery, Spinning, Creative 

Writing, Enjoying Music. • 
THURSDAY: Spinning, Patchwork, Primitive and Off Loom weaving, Serendipity, German. 
FRIDAY: Yoga • 

EVENING GROUPS 
MONDAY: Home Maintenance. 
TUESDAY: Recorder, Life Drawing, Astrology. 
WEDNESDAY: Sketching, Politics & Current Affairs, Birds & Beasties of Eltham. 
THURSDAY: Novels and Historians, Leadlight, Massage. 

WORKSHOPS · 
HISTORIC WALKING TOUR OF ELTHAM PICTURE FRAMING 
BREAD MAKING ALTERNATIVE COOKERY 
PAPER MAKING GENEALOGY 
CERAMIC DOLLS SAY "CHEESE" 
CANDLE MAKING STRETCH KNIT SEWING 
ETHNIC GARMENTS CAKE DECORATING 

INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCING WORKSHOPS. 

CHILDMINOING 
If you need childminding for day groups join the Playhouse Co-operative when you enrol. 
Childminding is on a roster system. Childminding is not available for weekend workshops, 

or night groups. 
Detailed programmes are available at the Living & Learning Centre, the Shire Offices and 

Eltham Library 
20DV506 
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John Handfield's amazing study is a storehouse of memories and ideas for stories. He is 
pictured in the cosy room where his collection of pictures is reflected in the window be
hind the author. 

regularly sat. 
"They'd lower the Ar:. 

gus and greet each ac
quaintance as he got in, 
but strangers who got 
in the same compart
ment were looked on 
with disdain." : 

Those trains were 
nearly the undoing of 
the young John Hand
field and his brother. 

Attending Ivanhoe 
Grammar School, they 
would swap carriages 
each time the train 
stopped at a station on 
the journey home from 
school. 

The school principal 
got wind of it and the 
boys' parents were told 
their sons could return 
to the school only as 
boarders. 

They didn't return, 
but they did board. 

After selling Stan
hope, the Handfields 
moved to Sandringham 
and the boys were en
rolled as boarders at 
Geelong Grammer 
School. 

John Handfielct 
didn't return to Eltham 
to live until 1960 when 
he and his wife Esta 
had Robin Boyd design 
the lovely home they 
occupy close to the riv
er. 

After leaving Gee
long Grammar, John 
became a journalist, 
first with the Geelong 
Advertiser and later 
with Smiths Weekly. 

John's mother had 
been a writer. 

Children all 
went down to 
the pictures in 

• pyJamas 

hand accounts of what 
is only history to most 
of us. 

Then there's the 
Handfields' annual so
journ in Bali. 

With a house at 
Bangli, in the foothills 
of Central Bali, they 
spend most of Mel
bourne's winter 
months among the Ba
linese, a people and cul
ture for which they 
have a great love. 

Apparently, when 
the Handfields' sons 
were small, about seven 
or eight, their parents 

"She worked for Now working on his wanted them to learn a 
Home, a monthly, so- second biography, John second language. They 
cial publication," he ex- Handfield is writing found a fellow to teach 
plained. about Sir James Dar- them Indonesian but 

"She wrote color ling, who was principal the boys soon became 
of Geelong Grammar bored 

pieces and had a nice s h 1 f • light touch." c oo or many years. "However, we contin-
"Then I'll write a ued the friendship, and 

John Handfield left novel," John resolved. Esta learnt Indonesian 
Smiths Weekly to start And he has any cooking," John contin-
Melbourne's first pub- amount of material ued. 
lie relations company, from which to draw as a "In '69 we went Bali, 
in partnership with his novelist. chasing the sun, and 
wife. For instance, lie has a later went back looking 

for some land we could 
Six months later, diary written by his lease and build on -

Smiths Weekly folded. grandfather, Frederick you can't buy land in 
Oliver Handfield, who 

The Handfields had was chief mate on the Bali, only lease it. 
their PR business for 25 SS Victoria that sailed "We built the house 

be., J h through the Gulf of about seven years ago, 
years, J.Ore o n gave and go up there "or a 
it up to write books Carpentaria carrying J.' 

• an expedition search- few months every 
"I tried a novel to be- ing for Burke and year." 

gin with, but that Wills. Beautiful photo-
didn't work so I wrote a The diary dates from graphs and Balinese 
biography," he said. 1861 and gives details of art adorn the walls of 

conflict between Hand- the Handfield home. 
His book, Friends and field and the captain _ John Handfield, au-

Brothers, was pub- not quite Mutiny on thor, hardly needs to 
lished in 1980 and is the the Bounty stuff but, leave his cosy study for 
story of Father Tucker, nevertheless, good first ideas for a novel. 
an Anglican priest who .-----------------------
founded the Brother-

• and Community Aid 
Abroad. He died in 1974. 

hood of St Laurence RJHA 
.,____ __ __. 

G1 PHOTO ORDERS 
Photo ord~rs can be obtained only 

by mail application or direct at 

LEADER .ASSOCIATED N~WSPAPERS 
160 WHITEHORSE RD, BLACKBURN 

NO~ PHONE ORDERS 
HOUSE48 

EXHIBITION OF RECENT 
PAINTINGS BY 

JOHN SERLE 
CURRENT UNTIL JUNE 5th 

559 MAIN RD, ELTHAM 
4391467 
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Retyped from John Handfields original letter. 

John Handfield 16 Homestead Road Eltham 3095 

16.05.89 

Dear Mrs Shallard 

Thank you for your letter re the Handfields in Eltham. 

My father, mother, brother and self arrived in 1919 and 

settled at Stanhope, now owned and occupied by Clem and 

Nina Christesen. We bought Stanhope and the house block, 

maybe four or five acres, from Lady Longstaff, wife of Sir 

John who must have died about that time. From memory we 

paid twelve hundred pounds. Clem Christesen has the 

letter my father sent to my mother, who happened to be in 

Sydney, saying he thinks he .can get it for that amount. 

Clem can confirm or otherwise. we sold Stanhope to Bishop 

Reginald Stephen who sold it, I think, to John Harcourt. 

Phyllis Stephen (P.L.), the bishop's daughter lives at Mt 

Eliza and could tell you more about its occupancy during 

their period in the house. 

About 30 acres of surrounding land was purchased by my 

father from Shillinglaw of Shillinglaw's Cottage, I 

assume. We subdivided it and put it up for Auction 1926 

or 1927 Wm Haughton and Co. All the village turned up, 

no one bid, but they emptied the nine gallons of beer. We 

eventually sold the land to John Harcourt in 1942 because 

we were getting fined for not getting rid of the 

blackberries. Price, from memory, four hundred pounds. 

John and Fay, both dead, lived in Clay Nunan which John 

built. He also built lots of other houses on the 

development. He did very well out of it, but it wouldn't 

have succeeded if he hadn't been a very enterprising and 

hard working bloke. Handfield Street and Peter Street are 

named after the family. Peter was my older brother killed 

in WWI. 

Stanhope was designed by Desmond Annear and built in 1912. 

A student at Melbourne University School of Architecture 

is doing a project on Annear's architecture. She may have 

more details and may even know other Annear houses in the 

Eltham area. I don't. 

Kent Hughes Road is named after Dr Kent Hughes who used to 

live at 20 Bruce Street South Yarra. He came to Eltham in 

1926 and lived in Stanhope with his family while we moved 

to South Yarra. This was for one year. 

Mr and Mrs Boake lived at Koringarama (Spelling uncertain) 

in York street where Mrs Boake had a boarding house . 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au: 
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Genteel ladies used to live there and children were 

sometimes parked there with Mrs Boake while the parents 

went overseas or to Sydney or wherever. Mr Boake was a 

traveller with the Australian Mercantile Land and Finance 

Company of which my father was the secretary. Miss 

Hunnaford was the post mistress related to the Burgoynes. 

The blacksmith was Mr Gadd and next door the local store 

was occupied by the Copelands in the 192O's, but there 

were others, changes were frequent. Jack Ryan, Diamond 

Creek, was the butcher, he came in a horse-driven vehicle 

(2 horses) and cut the meat up at the back of the truck. 

Mr Bond was the engine driver: Andrew the newsagent. 

There was a barber with a pool room. Mr Bird was the 

fruiterer and lousy fruit it was. Old Mrs Withers, wife 

of Walter Withers and son Bill (simple minded, from 

memory) and Marjory their son and daughter. 

Mr Belackian (Ballakian) (???), an Armenian, married to an 

Englishwoman, Yorkshire from memory, lived in Ryans Road, 

had gold capped teeth, smelt of Turkish tobacco and used 

to give us Turkish delight. Jack Baker, who with Mrs B., 

Alf, Tessie and Ronnie (the latter our friend) lived in 

Baker's cottage next door to the Silver Street bridge 

across the railway line. 

On our side of the bridge were the Oakleys. They had a 

son and a pig, and my dog, Dooley, a bull terrier, used to 

give it hell. At the end of Sweeney's Land were the 

Rutters. I think it was called Yarra Braes, but can't be 

certain. Hubert and Beulah Rutter, he was an engineer, 

their children Hubert, David, June and Donald. June who, 

was my twin, died when she fell out of the train when in 

her teens. It was a case of did she fall or jump. The 

jump theory arose because she had an unhappy love affair, 

probably related to her mother's disapproval of the man. 

Mrs R was a prize snob. Hubert jnr. was captain of 

Geelong Grammar in the 193O's. The other two were both 

killed during the war. I think Mrs R may have been 

killed in a car accident. The two Huberts went to W.A. 

and took up a property with what result I can't say, but 

both are dead I would think. 

Hope some of this will be helpful 

John Handfield 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamh istory.org.au: .. /3 
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p.s. Stanhope buildings consisted of: the house, a dairy 

below ground as was normal in those days and had 

shelves at the back exposed to the sun for drying 

the prunes, then there was a largish building which 

Sir J used as his studio, then a large shed and 

beside that the stable for the horses and the 

rouseabout's bedroom. Big chook yard and large 

orchard, maybe 20 trees, cherries, plums, peaches, 

apricots, raspberries, gooseberries. 

My father was Theodore Louis Hopton Handfield, 

mother Muriel Elizabeth, nee Cochran. His father 

was Frederick Oliver Handfield RN, who was first 

mate on board the ss Victoria which in 1861 went to 

the Albert River in the Gulf of Carpenteria to look 

for Burke and Wills. This was the sea party, there 

was also a land party or parties. F.O.H's brothers 

included H.H.P. Handfield, the vicar of St Peter's 

Eastern Hill, very high church, who attended to the 

spiritual needs of the establishment. On Sundays 

there were more people outside the church (the 

servants) than inside, the wealthy parishioners. 

Another brother was Hopton, Secretary of the M.c.c. 

My mother's father was John Cochran, a wealthy 

grazier, but all the money had been dissipated 

before I came along - the 1890's land boom. 

p.s. (ii) I'm the author of "Friends and Brothers", 

Biography of Father GK Tucker, founder of the 

Brotherhood of St Laurence and Community Aid 

Abroad. Bishop Stephen's wife, Elsie, was 

Tucker's sister. Their father was Rev. Horace 

Tucker, of the Tucker Vllage Settlement fame. 

The Brotherhood was modelled on the father's 

settlements. I'd be happy to give a talk to 

your group if you're interested. 

p.s. (iii) The family left Eltham in 1928 and lived in 

Sandringham until my return to Eltham in 1961 

to our present house, designed by Robin Boyd, 

a friend, and built in 1961. We have been the 

only occupants. 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au: 
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t(Elte rector ·who created a 
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1 
J'(:f ··., Review by BISHuP HOLLAND ni~icru:it in appearance and unable to pass e~a-

~ • • .. -.. ~ • - mmat10ns. He had a severe stammer which 
IENDS· i\ND BROTHERS, The Life ·of social welfare policy at Federal level by the high stayed with him all his life. Against these disad-

- tFather Tucker, Fe>underof the Brotherhood ., quality and accuracy of its research. vantages and by sheer perseverance he was 
:.of St Laurence and Community Aid Yet it was initiated by a gifted amateur, Ger- eventually ordained in Melbourne and then al-

: _Abroad. by John Handfield. Hyland House ard Kenned)'. Tucker, when he was ~ector ?f most immediately went to war. The Bishop re
. ,_Publishing Pty Ltd; $15, , , Adamstown m our own Newcastle D10cese m fused to recommend him for a Chaplaincy and 
l iLATE last year there was an inspiring 1930• ~trangely en.ough w.hen t~e Brotherh~d so he served as a private. The Anny used him as 
: . performance of .a people's 'Messiah' at • began. It was not with t~e 1~tention of becoming Chaplain anyway aI)d he was one of the rare 
· i . Christ Church Cathedral. Nearly 300 • a socta1 welfare ?rgamsat10~· _It was to be a private-Chaplains, When he returned from the 
f~ple had taken their music and, without re- ,: Broth~rhood of smg_Je men. living frugally and war the Bishop offered him a Jowly curacy in 
:hearsaI, formed a choir for this great work. It , -commit~ed .to the celi~rate life who, w<;>uld renew Melbourne. But Tucker looked to Newcastle 
·was a splendid experience; the choir sang with ~d revitalise the parish syste~ within the~- where the Bishop, Reginald Stephen, happened 

. tgreat gusto and enjoyment and nobody in the Jlic~ Chur~h. Tucker was looking tor .men with to be his brother-in-law. He was sent to Adams-
cathedral could fail to be deeply moved. iron m their blood who would sacnfice them- town as rector in 1919 and stayed until 1933. 

, · , As I was jostling out with 800 others some- selves to renew the Church. , It is an intriguing life of a gifted amateur 
:orie beside mt1 asked wh.at I thought of the per1 ; ,. In 1930 four Brother~, tw_o priests and_ two }_ who has all the professio~al apt_itudes of i:ierse- • 

A~nnance. I replied suttably and went on !O laymen, lived in community at Adamstown on a v~~ance and the unrelentmg dnve to fulfil the .:);~;-'!'',. 
,remark about how much talen~ there was m single salary ($500), which greatly perplexed the_ v1S1on. He was as sharp as two tacks: there was , • · . . i 
Newcastle. He thought for a mmute and then locals. It was not plain sailing· Adamstown par- · . an occasion when Tucker made a number of 
~d: 'Yes Bishop, you'll find many gifted ish was in great debt with the hall and shops ' films concerning the horrifying state of the 

• amateurs here'. •• , • b~ilt before the Depression having large capital slums in Fitzroy. He approached the then Pre-
Lt I am still not su;e -~hat he meant but th~t • and i!'lter~t commitments .. But ~cker pressed .. mier who replied that he ~as too ~usy to ;view 
~presaion kept recurring 88 I read this fascinat• .. . on. with ~ vast ru:id glonous V1s10n that, de- tl~em. Tucker t~en advertised th,~ films .as The 
~ng biography of the founder of the Brother• :spite the bishops, his brotherhood would resur- • Films The Prem1er Dare:r-fot. See: .. . . . 
hood of St Laurence. . :rect the Church. When he left Newcastle \n . 'f'.he _author, John Handf1.eld, is ·!32 and it 1s 
~ll . . . , ~1933 for Melbourne (and Tucker's years m ~ first ~k. He has been a Jo~alist and pu~-
"'1 Today !he Brotherh~ is hi~hly profe:'• ·Newcastle from 1919 to 1933 and his relation• lie relations consultant, and with respect, 1t 
llonal and Justly famous m ~ustralia. ~ m . ships with three bishops are fascinating reading s~ows. The~e. are some rat.her wild ~eneralisa
-Melboume, it has 460 full-time and part-time for local readers) the Brotherhood took a new t1ons, occasional grammatical sloppmess, and 
ataff members, an anny ~f l600 r~~lar volun- • direction. It resettled in the slums of Melbourne some errors of . fact ·concerning places, appoint- . 
~y helpers, assets to~a~lmg $l0mil~on and .an and, finding itself in a sea of poverty, the social ments and names . .. • . , ., , - /, 
annual mcol!le of $4IDillion •. It provtdes .a wide welfare organisation was born. But these are. personal frritants that you . ,:: -.' t 
ran~~ of SOC1al welfare services for low mcome .,. ~ . • . . • . •:::;,•would expect from a professional ecclesiastic. · ~~-! 
f&m.1lies, the .unemployed, ~el?erl,Y clti~en11, a~ i. • Tuc.ker himself was the most unlikely·person- They may be . overlooked in what is a fine . · 
ahelt~ed 'Yorkshop for psychiat~<: patients! a to begm s~ch a movement. He cam~. from a . • biography told'-with verve and , good humour. · . } . 
matenal 81d centre for poor fan1;1lies handling wealthy rmddle-class. back~roun~. His father Tucker, ·who was great~ gifted, always purst1ed -·: .· 
10,000 a year,~ unemployment nghts centre, a _ was a successfu! parish pnest m the plushy . _the vision, He was never deterred by knock- , ,'1 . 

pove;rty educat1on_reeource centre, and a c?m• , ' Sou~h Yan:a pansh. There was a. nany and h~o • back, crlticliim, or failure; a priest and a man , •• • 
mum ty self-help program for elderly end retired I servmg mruds to look after the"l!ix Tucker ch1l- who while being a true amateur was wholly pro- ; ; :\ 

~ peopie. !t ~~I~-~ important role in influencing ·• dren. 1'uckor grew up as a nervous child, l~slg- • fessional in his dedication.. t . • 
1 

_· ~------ Fath,u, 3,,,,_1c_,.,. A wnrlt. 
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The ·clerITT'man -·whos'e monuments ·co:titiriue to do good 
"" NNY man fitted the Latin tag, bitterly· about M!e Huns and The Tuckers were a dose-kn it 
;f you seek his monument look FRIENDS AND BROTHERS, changed his form of prayer when family and among the "friends" 
,--ound you" it was Father by John Handfield (Hyland he was at their · deathbeds. ,Later ' of the brotherhood were most of 
:erar~ennedy Tucker who died he· tolerated pacifist priests '_ and Gerard's reiations, including 
, 19'. ). the ripe, but ·not o:ve~~ -Ho_us·e; $15.00). tried ·· to . prevent Australian . in- David Scott, his nephew, VI-ho 
·ipe, ~~ of 88. In the ·well-d1sc1- ·GEOFFREY HUTfON volvement_in '.Vietnam. - , ._ , _, ••• gave up a lucrative job in adver-
·.lined ranks of ·the Anglican ;;;;::::==;;;;=;;;;;====== -' In his :attitude towards sex he tising to manage ·the brotherhood. 
·; hurch ·he was ,always a stirrer, also changed drastically with the ·_ . The old man was devoted to his 
, little man with ,the .fire . of God castle) on 8 December 1930. It years. In London as a young mem- father and spent his life trying 
:-i him, a fire which only death had four members, Jiving as ·oeli- ' ber of the AIF he had a -love af- - to win the approval of. the long-
·ould extinguish. . bates on a - joint salary of £250 fair and proposed marriage. His • • dead parent. In the end . he far 

Several of the· undertakings of a year. Its other asset, an aged - sweetheart ·· refused • l\im, ·- then :: :- outdid him in good works., 
:.his restless spiritual entrepre- secondhand Chevrolet tourer. changed her mind. He told -her In the end he achieved a lot 
·1eur went the way of all flesh Not a promising start, but the it was too late for second more, and he did it his own way. 
out -the ·two most significant sur- same could be said of Christian- thoughts. ' ' If he had Jived early enough he 
11ivors are the Brotherhood of St ity. ·As a poor man's backdoor • Io one ·· respect he did not would pro~ably • have been 
Laurence and Community Aid to the ·· priesthood it slowly with- change his mind: he wanted to . martyred like St Laurence. "Later 
A-broad,. founded in ·1958 · under . ered; the young men who came be his own man, running his own '. he might have been burned at 
the title .Food for Peace. In com- to studv for their licentiates in show; • ·- without interference, the 0 t.,k~ fo r di~obedience. 
pany with O<wald Barnett. a 'theology . weri> not preparr-d t0 especially fr om the hisi,op~ or th e lt ·,, ":,! c ha '-'E: bft: n easy en0;l; ·-1 
Me,hodist layman. he also de- dedicatt their iives to celibacy synod. He 1:1.ch ieved -ri: s greateSt to describe i1is iife ill _piet:suc 
clared war on Fitzroy's slums and and poverty, and they _ drifted not,oriety•s a battler for the poor _. terms. John Handfield has reject-
their joint end_eavors led to the . away. ·.. • hine 1ca944mpewdhe~, wi

3
t
5
h fdellow priethest5 ' • ed this easy way and gone into 

t• f th y:-. ·an Ho s· g But wh1·1e the brothers left, the ,or ays on the details ·ncl .,. th • crea ion ° e ,._,on • u m verandah of a .house in Armadale -i u,.,mg e m-
Commission. • friends increased and multiplied. • fighting - which were part of the 

nd d f The _ brotherhood _ became a highly to 1>revent the eviction of the little Father's character. 
Both. the son ~ gran son ° . .fi t . 1 . n tenant. He even conducted church , Th" . . 

pioneermg Anglican . clergymen, ~1g~1 can socia service orga : services from the verandah with 1s 1s a deeply and rnet1cu-
Father Tucker wa 9 born to the 1sat1on.. As the author reco~ds. a ·con re ation standin in the lously researched account of the 

-cloth. But he had obstacles to "Fifty· -years later the orgamsa- road g g g life of a Christian activist wh ich 
overcome. He was small and so tion, -centred in Melbourne, had • ' • has left its imprint on our com-
frail that one fel.t he might have 450 full time and· part-time . staff . d" n;is f:Sgr;n~~-rt3ch ~ t~e 1~ munity. After careers in journa l-
been blown away in a strong members, 'an army_ of 1500 regu- isp eas re !5 op O w 0 - . ism and public relations John 
wind. Bec.ause of his nervous lar volunta11• helpers; assets . to- · supported ~ulhonty and depended .- Handfield has chosen a fine sub-

r ament he had trouble In ~Hing $10 mill_io!l and_ !n annual ' ' !~~ :'!~rncial rt portk Jar~e~~ : , . j~ct. t<? launch himself i!1to the 
through his theology . __ mc,ome;of $4m'ilhon .• -. - • .. ·.: • . ,.· Yarra ~n\h oora an . ,,- d1sc1plmes of a(!thorsh1p. He 

• '5, and he . ha~ a _, : , :-Thet:e is much more to a~d'. -~o \· : the • Jittl~ . e~~~~3.~ 5~!:el~~ ,'. . writes !ucidly . a!1d with b_alanc.-:, 
'¢Utter, wh1c_h 1s ~ -- -. ~uch .ffr the power_ of __ fa1Jh: : ... -<.tre,;cued hi!I -Carrum Downs settle-"·· , presentmg a hvmg portrait of a 

' .:for a priest. • _-:--:; _!.·It·J:he ·-second ·wortd war ·'took -:_., ment from failure , and- turned it=:,.man who was proud that he had ..._ ·ee ·he had a still' 11....seTeral -.' of , the-.,: brotherhood·• ~-~ ·tnto ' :.an ::o1d: people's , vmage. -:ho ·.: •. •:fou~ht a.g(!od _fight'~ • . not an idol 
--...... .... social con- ~ aspiring ·priests·-to· act as _- padres ·.-_ _ worked ·the same trick -at-_ Lara;fl, to b,e, worshipped. . ___ . • . 

- •· ~1..,.,,,.., i n .,.t,,,,. forces; , Father ·Tucker • • near Geelong. There was· always . . : • · 
: ., ~ , .._ 1-,-, l •,_.;n,f (:f"',.,... o ' ' f":Lnr"rnr,v THT'T'"T'"n,r : ~ _ 1I ' ~ ' 
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l ir 'FR1ENDs. ANitJlit6f Hi.kSit·; t~f ~f ff ~i{~iti:R!!dhtk~it'.~.1.11l :~t~,,t~i•i : T . : •i ,;, •• • 1t ;&Ni\/; 
· - • •. • ·. : :,b', ,, 1· ''. h ·.:. H' '• ·... ·a· "fi' •·• 1a · . ; , · . :,, ,: worki"The ~el.~tionship bctwee,n • • ·-•bo~c :,-l _hrow,ec;· • an ,lt~l . , - . _, _ ·.,. _ _ . _ ,, ,., 'A ', 

j--.'
1
:· : • \ .Y. O - Il· :., ap ·.• ,1~ , · • •. . :;c~!~e:~fn•;;; ~~o~hpl~~~~n~~ > ~~~~~~~:1~tn~:~:11!~~~~!t'i~~l~ : .,~ .. : THE MOUNT I 

! , : • • Hyland House, M~lbotlthe;:;1980_;'.-__. (In passi~ it is wor\h noting ;· 4uencs ~~ha1 ,l_odg~~ -and,_d,s~. ,· •, • ·,• • .. · ·. :-:· • :i ,;,,,,., 
.,:. : ,_.-,. "F •• d.' d 'e' :th ' "I th·•· ;

0

;,f~ '.::,',~t·d:, K(_'' ·. n· : d;y:: T.u .. cke.'r ·1'h.'a, n· '' that th~ ' ational ' Librdary hads .; . t~r~ed_an~/~-~.~~ f.t:,11,1lted I~ a~- /. ~.>},.:. '''.'. , ·.·~ / ... 3:' : b ~t. TO ny'' .' ;-_Ry·a:n,· ;~ 
1:. ,, rien !I ~n rv ers s ..- •··,- ~!em :., en _e . ; . ; •·catalogued • ,"Fritn s an .~- lion_.·: ·:•, ·:\•J;..!,·;·,· • ··•!'. '.-;{{. , J 

_fourth publtcatlon In a series : : u~y.,or .u~ k~ew before._ abo~l .: Brothers" not under .','ec- :'r H_e made gtcal ~eniands; he • '. -~ ,' s·:,,~ ; ·_ •, ' -p~ u· ··bt' . 'a··•·t/ ... ·' ·,• M'elb 
• that be~an In - 1943 with the ·; h,~ f:1_m1ly : ;his college !•fe, h!s :- clcsiastical biography" but un- ; 1 claimed much from you: and he >: • • j)ectrum • IC JOOS, ' · · 

publication of_• brief hi.story of ': cur:1~1c11, . ,h,s· ~ar s~rv1ce, , his ::• der "welfare agencies".) • _ ... knew he had, the right to ·make ' :_ ~- • _ , '' •.• :.<_:.·.·. ;;:' "-:',/ :, '.··\:~l~\ 
•lhl' Brotherhood, How 1t began ,._, rcl.1tmnsh1ps .w,,th b1s~ops,}ls ., , . Bu(' . cleat I y today· s . • demands · hecuuse _he had ac- . . _ A . modern song-writer); Jicultic~~:t,ha~ 
ilnd how it goes_ on - the Story :.;! st,um/ncr.(when 11 wo~ried him), ' sophisticated ag'ency •• i~ the;.' c~pted ~imilar! oei_nands for - thought that if he wanted to . · _world a5.,cba1 

: • .of thl' Brotherhood of St. ·:.his . pansh ut Adamst~wn, 1: crea~ion of Sambell.and Scott, , h,mselr. Hc,.wa5 both fearlcs_s, know "What's It llll about?': ... -May,~"";C , 
, l.aurence. , • •• • • -,:, Dioccsc,-of Newcastle, his vi-; .,, not Tucker. • , ,_ • ' , •. •" '. and invulnerable.' ·:,,: _' .. · ,. i\0 .,. h • · h Id ask .- Alfie• ·bu't . God ., qucst101 
:· . • ,In _195L Father Tucker's • • ·-sion 0(:1 parochial Brotherh?od : • Yet Tucker never d'iso;ned· . • i-I haci' nothi~;;t tJ . lt>~e . tit · ~: s ou • : . ' _: . :r hear. Hinf;«sl 
i • uutohiogr~phy. "Than~s Be," : !'s it rmnaea for th~ sh?r,lcom~ :;,, t Ii e • •. n On. b r Other h O O d ~-_ who ~hed In i tara~an wellrl~g 1 •. Tony : Ryan th_lnks . that ~-;· . believe i~Mc 

' wus ' ruhhsh~d·.~ and In 1967 , ' •~85 !)flhe Church. In t~C! tWC!b ,', 8 r O l her h O O d. And l he . threadbare • suit, . sustained by more tellabldource of lnfor.- ::."".'".:.:.' F ,;:...~ ·ii 
. ls1!h~ C:~~ter s God and Three • lie~. the Jotm~t,on. ,.or that • Brotherhood was and to some .; boiled eggs. ·.:.-,

1 
;~J : , ... , _. _ . mMion migh! h_~ t~e Maker, .' q~e 0~:J{the 

·Slulhngs_. . Brotherhood: it~ move to ,. el!tentstillislargelydependen_t ,·, , .·. ·,;:,;,._·:1 .· .••• .. ft.,'. ' · I' d.. h r,.t ,· 1· 
1980 h J h M lb t th d bl ; t In his second book, 'Beyon _., e:1c o ,. u., ·_c I Now In we ave O n ., ! e ourne, .: I S ~row an • on his capacity to evoke pu IC .·, One of God's sam S ttie Mountains" he tells us of hut:we ,:can·;I 

Handfield's "Friends and :.' decli_ne ;as .a : relrgious ~con,-: :support _for, ~orthwhile co_m:r~s;;. _ . .- , _··,: . ... • , ~.; _hi' .s.- questioning . of God. and · •. wh_ohnve.•,clirr 
Rrolhers'' - ·. what lhe dust , munity ., and · its development. ,, munitv pr0Jects. A revealing ·. .., ,, · , :· ,.. _ ·1 · 

Jacket describes as , "the : • into . today'_s multifa7eted : ! comnient hy Geoffrey Sambell · ._In_' a· sense this ?Ook is ·t~e . ~ome of ,he answers God gave · ,:. tams. Th_1& hoc 
fascinating story : of a great... . welfattr; research and social ac, " is recorded on p. 187:- . - , . .. :i story of :l. failure _ Tuckers hi rh ' th rough his owl\, ~:it- ._. be a _det,ailed, 

! ·Australian". • • lion agency. • ·- '.'Tucker's nicturc on the front i. failurc to find anyone to share periences,. ... •• ·,"; .•.• .,·.: our nlo.~nt 
h ' h ' All h' ' d ,. I r · ' . · ·, · . : foolproo.t , ~at , .. t\ s I e • r au t_ or. s ... . , .1 •• ·, t JS ,. ,~ ,!eco1,int~ very : pat!\.! of the Gcclong Advertiser i his vision . Variolls-e~n an_a 107s If _yo_u arc _anything from _an .-•. be an insj,iral 

, ac_k.nowlcdgemcnU . f~plam;' ,;_I,: read~bly. and •~ cons,dera~l~ .,'.\.; was wo,:th $50,000 to _ !lny :: are proffered by yarious peop e Agnostic to a Zen Buddhist,! :· I've been:able 
1 

' ''.friends and_ Brothers' 1s based ·_ •. detad, an~ con~t,tutes a maJor . c.1usc. mine n~t a penny, and_ { to acc?unt for. t~is. My_ own ell• you have asked (and probably ,. , with udoi , ot 
on two main sources - the ::.;, contnbUhon t6 our knowledge •• we hoth knew 11'" • •. • ,J. planat,on ts 5,mple and un- still are asking) the same ques- ; \ Friend'.{ilf,,.,!.\,~ 

l. archives of the Brotherhood. o(:!'r or .11 great · priest ~nd. of·_ two .. .ludt! ing by th~ - number of ~ complicate~. T~cker is in fact tions. If you have ever had a pet . ) -. w·. h·,:/\.>I:~'' Lt 
' s1.- 1:aurence and an el!tcns,vc. ,;-· greaC Australian 1nst1tut1ons1 :: times it is reported, several of i: on~ of God~ satnts and as such dog. a sickness or a nat tyre, _ · . at ·, 1es ui 

series of ' inte rviews with • the · Brotherhood and Com• - H11ndfield's respond'ent~ must '· unique and irreplaceable. you have probably been offered · ta11:is · m~kes :t 
Tucker's family. friends, __ • mun!tY A_id, Abroad •. . • ,1~. . have 4uoted lo him the best ·'.'.' You don't have to take my the same ·answers. , . ~orthwh1!c .(a_~ 
i;ollea!?ucs and 51/pporters. . , ·". I imagine t~at the po_tent1al •. . know Tuckctism. "Don't just t• J wor~ on · how. far T_ucker . . · :· · , . • ... -;- little rest now·; 

I~ all thc_rc have been 100 m- , , readeri; 1 of ~h,s hook. ~•II ,fall , J•talk ahout problem~: ~et lo , ,! qualifies . . As. l • have sa,1d, the i -Tony draws not only on his :,. the.viewr.J.EY~t 
1crv1ews with 67~ respondents, : '. into _two ma!n categories: first, ,, . work and d-d-do somet~mg.'_! l q. ~real l'net1l or H~ndfield s work renections of the everyday inci-~. • withAiicUaittt 
o n_c. n f whom. . Sc I w y n ._;. admirerN f r•e~ds and family ~r,: ! ; , . ll and field records·' many of ·+ 1s . that he has s_el d_own • the ·dent~ of Ii fe, ·but ·. also on his ·: sariif~elp_er}i 

1 ,· Reynolds. suffered., some .. 60 , • • Tuckcr<--- i-_h•~ fan-du~ as 1t . ,• Tucki:r·~ doings . .They were _not : ~ ev,den.ce upon wh1~h each of us read mg from a wide range of •: who..lruJt;., Hin 
h1_iurs of tap~d _1nter~1ews "::, -were"."'-, .~how1llreadth_1~book .. always successful but _eno~gh •, canma,ke~ur_o_wnJudgmcnton literature that includes , telling•uicvc·r~ 
without complaint. • • • • • both Cnt1cally and uncritically. were to convince the Victorian ' Tuckers life anp work. Archimedes. Victor Frankl and ' ~• ·.'·:_:· r :·,,:· 
. The Rrothcr,hood ~om'!1is- , • Critical!y, because what t~ey . puhlic that here w~s someone jt's diffiq.1h f~r anyone like Humpty Dumpty: but he shows · ,I 1.i~:Y. cyt 

s, n n e d I he in le r v, e w ! n g • rca~ w1ILhe checked uga,nst , who ,,•as prepared to have a io • myself who hit~ been innuenced us , that more than anywhere From 'M tnct.1. 
' rro!!ramme ~~~n 11 _realise~ .. their _ow~. ,me~o,r~ and un.der•. ! at ack nowlcdged co~munity ;- by ~ini -10 as,s~s~ .what the if'11• else. God's answer i5 found in: • come? Y- help 
that the pos~1h1lity or an a~e- .sta~dini, :Un_cntlcally, ~cause . 1 scandals and shortcomings . . ,· .:; pact. of -thi~ book will be on the Bible. the Book ·or Life :.,· Lord .~M . '}13 

~ 411,lle nr.il history was fast dis- he 1s still very m~ch their ~ero. • 1 • : • . • .. ~ those who did no( know him. \\'hose heart is Good ~ews. Is it . cart~/~~-~~{lj 
1 • ,:ippearin!!. • , • • • Second, admirers. friends :'.., H • • memorial ,- i (A Family ' Tree would have hecause Tony ~as list~ned to _:·: ,- p0~:1f.l{rnlt 

Bui this hook is John Hand- and present and former staffot•. u~an helped the uninitiated .) the Lord speaking lo him that••./ ••on·eort~cscd: 
field's : it is not an "authorised" · ' the Brothe~hood who w~nt to .. • But, that said, I still think Tony_ h~s learned how lo speak.'" writc ::\','hook :· •· 
or an "official" hiography, enlarge their under~tan?mg of When Tucker .d,cd, . the they will enjoy reading it and to Him . . hope . that one 
thnul!h ii is suhstanlially based the rresent _qrgan1sat1on by Hrolherhood Board dcb~te_d may find interesting, even in- . . Tony · Rvan is 
on do~umentary_ and oral studying h?w ,t came lo he. For Ion!! ;1nd har~ w~at f!1Cmonal 1t spiring, this account of a great .. In the first sect10~ ~f another.'• •· • 
material. most of 11 assembled . t~em _the mty-fou~ dol,lar 4ues- should estahlish .'" his memory . AuMralian who was also .one of Beyond the Mountains , _ , ,:.!i°-lBARI 
for lhc first time. t1on IS. ·"Docs this biography All aJ!rced that ,t should not be 'God's saints T~ny tells us ~ow an unknown :•;rim, ... •fll.t 

explain the connection between a huildin!!: some felt that the H ·,and H·ouse· is 'io be COil· VOICC·On u rad,~ talk-back show " ' r r .. :. .. f;! t· 
M • •b • Tucker. the traditional , • : Brotherhond and C.A.A. were : ratilatedontheb.ook'sdcsi n askedthequest1on,thatallorus (F,r _intwai 
, aJOr Contra UtlOr\ simplis!ic, s_acerdotal, Angl~- ~is livinµ memorials: eventually : ~nd rintin •. and especlally l~e arc constantly .. askmg: ''.Where Fa111lfv<'ounstl1 
"'. • •• ,.., ,· • • • ·, ,,,-"" Cathohc~•lf)r1~u ... andjlo-day,~_~~ 1hwm,,ugrte~, l?•provldc. fu~s"~ ·mmfrittdn,bntt,,,;tohm"Hand.'lr- ~~~!..Pf<t!.::_:r:1i_~_u~1£e and Mrlh urn, rad/, 

. _ t\nd this ii. Handficld'!i great open, -proress1onal and broadly- In lr,11n Christrnn community 1 field on his hrst Biogruphy::·:1 11\.it ·:~ue.\tion: 'Wi'~d-'Jtl ;.hi'" 
achievement in this book. · It based Brotherhood?"'.. workers - future Tucker,. :, • look to the Bible an into .. }:;_.;~ c;,_;_;_"'-"'~~~ 
!ells llS so much more aboul - I am ri~( sure thut it does. Ourinµ the d!scussiQn one 8.lshoo JAMES GRANT mun i;r~ _,_.., 



~ 
5' 
0) 

3 
0 
~ 
:::,. 
Q. 

I iii. 
Q 
ii" 
~ 
(J) 
0 
r, 
ro· 
'< 
~ 
5' 
0) 

3 
~ 

iii 
0 
~ 
0 

<O 
a, 
·"· 

28 _ The Age, Saturday 17 January 1981 

8eooKs 
Off and ;- running on 

~ thfa: • third \~a'.reer •• 
THE ~ PUBLICATION or 
'Friends and Brothers', a l'ife 
of Father G. Kennedy Tucker, 
founder of the Brotherhood of 
St Laurence and Community 
Aid Abroad, .serves notice that 
John Handfield's third career 
is under way. By STUART SAYERS 

It seems a point worth making. 
The book is his· first, the fore
runner of three that are firmly 
in mind and as good as written. 
Mr Handfield is in his 62nd year, 
a sprightly grandfather much 
given to the Balinese udeng, that 
useful headwear for farmers in 
the paddy fields, and a kindly 
concealment of baldness, gayer 
than a wig. He has been in tum 
journalist and public relatior s 
consultant (one of Melbourne's 
first, the inventor among much 
else of that handy term of_ the 
credit squeeze in the sixties, ''tl,e 
deposit gap") and is _ now a full 
time author. "Of course, I have 
been writing all my working_ life," 
he, says. "But not books before." 

'Friends and Brothers', the fruit 
of 30_ years' _ familiarity with the 
work .of; the Brotherhood of St 
Laurence and of strong admira
tion·. tor it.s founder, has been in 
a sense ·a necessary workout" in 
the author's craft. After 26 yea·s 
of practice . as public relations 
consultants, the Handfields so!d 
their agency to a British firm and 

• now spend three months each 
• year in B.\li, in winter retre3 t 

from Eltham. Bali is ideal • for 
writing, John Handfield says, b1Jt 
not as yet for writing the pr:i
posed collection of short stori!s 

or the novel • that have been 
simmering jointly in his mind for 

' longer than he likes now to re
• member. 

"I set about writing the novel 
in 1975 but it just didn't work 
and I realised I needed to train 
myself first. The sort of people 
I'm dealing with in the bio.graphy 
of Father Tucker are the sort of 
people I want to put in my novel. 
So I've been learning about them 
and their attitudes and how they 
speak and also discovering how 
to arrange my material." 

Since starting to collect mat
erial for 'Friends and Brothers' in 
1977 and settling to the task of 
writing it in February 1980, the 
novel and 'the short-story col·lec
tion have been further • delayed 
by the intervention of yet an
other bio.~raphy: a life of Sir 
James Darling, who came to 
Geelon-g Grammar as !head master 
in John Handfield's last years at 
the school. The new book , likely 
to be ready for publication in 
about two years, wil-1 add another 
dimension to training as a novel
ist begun by writing lhe life of 
Father Tucker. 

"My sort of -people in the novel 
will be south of the Yarra people. 
Father Tucker was a hero of 
south of the Yarra people and 

weel<end review 

:?L· :,: . . • ~~- • )\;-·~" -~-

····••2:~ .•• •i••./····••?••;;;;..::'.(;~l -•·•1 

John Handf'ield: in search of south of the Yarra people. 

Sir James Darl·lng was too, • but 
in a different way." 

John Handfield sees Sir James 
Darling as a moral leader. He 
describes Father Tucker as a 
catalyst of social action, a latter 
day version of those 19th century 
Anglo-Catholic priests, who Jived 
in middle-class comfort in one 
part of London and went daily by 
bus or train to tramp around the 
slums, strenuously com-batting in 
practical ways the evils they en
countered. 

''Father Tucker discovered the 
slums and beckoned his own 
people to come over the river 
and accept them as their own re
sponsi·bility. He used to say in 
his newsletters, 'I'm only after a 

' fair deal .for people on the north 
sipe of -the Yarra. We don't ex
pect them to have the same sort 
of homes as you people in Too
rak but they ought to have a fair 
deal'.'' 

As a fonner south of the Yarra 
man (from Sandringham, "that 
Bournemouth of Melbourne'') 
John Handfield remembers well 
when Moonee Ponds was a place 
nobody knew or visited. '"That 
was the way people in our 
suburbs - Toorak, Ripponlea, 
Brighton. Elsternwick - felt and . 
talked. TI1ere's no question of it. 
I'm going to make them feel and 
talk that way in my novel." 
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-?~.eter~ i n~d-~~o ~,- ~LJ9sf.E:1i~ 
~ tj 'o J'~succ·:··e·>.~,.e•,:-d· .. _:~; t:r.ii~~ ;c~e::~~d~ · =u:i ·th~e~ia!i" I 

~ {~ ~,_. • . :seem to bear out Hand- the late Anglican Arch-
• _ ••• ,.,,_.,

1
field's suggestion that bishop, Geoffrey Sam-

• • ·; ·.- •• ··-:,-, one of Tucker's strong- : bell, who succeeded 
• FRIENDS AND BROlli- · ---------•~--~- est personality 'i traits '.~ Tucker ·as executive di-
ERS, by John Hondfiekf. '· Boo. k ,-,_~;..,.,:_·.;.'i,_~ was the_ desire to turn i rector _· 9f the brother- . 

(Hyland · !;louse, $15). , :.·- :.::..·, failure mto success by ' hood: · ' • . , ·, ·J i-- . 
:-·.:v.,:::.:. going tci extremes. • - • · , . • ::;-: ' • • • , ~, • 1 ·"' 

GERAR'[j Kennedy - --~ The ·, late Archbishop 
Tucker didn't like ,n {e,wt .: •~- How the brotherhood apparantly had stormy 

the Germans. l ev f , W ·-;_. •-"'· was formed and be- relations with Tucker 
In fact, as an Austra- ---------- came involved Ip wel- '· f.-.at ·times, though such· 

lian chaplain during fare work du!1ng the .-conflicur·were modetat- ' 
the Great War, he •• \~ reat Depression; how ' ed -by his respect •for 
even objected to bur- How one· man could he_ . n e _two r k . ' of ·,l'ucker's ; ·-zeal . and 
ying them and would exhibit such different 'fnends"..:...Iay -·. helpers .:·achievement. • J; ... _; 
change the words of attitudes towards his . ho provided money ~ ~- • 
the burial service from fellows is the fascfuat• • . nd part-time volun- • Handfield's book •Js 
"this our departed bro- • Ing theme of ' John , ,., ry work-continued _ well-researched an d 
ther" to "this German Handfield's biography."-. he work when the re- • • should appeal to those 
soldier." gious order died out; interested in the social 

, In his letters to· his Handfieldth ·skilfully ;; nd how Tucker direct- • history of Australia be- ·. 
describes e interplay /- his welfare con- . tween the wars, as'-

mother, he usually re- bet w_e en . Tucker's ,·· rns · overseas by well as in the career of. 
ferred to them as "the Christian faith and de- • orining Food for one of the country's 
Boche," "the Fritz," or sire to rebuild the _ Peace, is best told by. better known church-
the -"Fiends from w~rl~ according to the Handfield himself. men. ~--
~11." principles of the Ser- \ . . , • t-. •. -~ ,, i.-,, 

None of this would be mon on the Mount,_ and - . The closing ~hapters - ·_- ·:· :·· • •. '.· ·.' R • • 
remarkable in itself- the human foibles· ' f the book will inter- ~ •· • -- ~ • OJ 

-~~~a~~aa~~K: ~~ ~~s~ir:n::en t_he :·rW•efl! .... -~~~:.!!!!.~~ ........ ..; . ..:.:.~~--~--C!J~in_;~ 

found that their patrio- The result is ·a :work; I 
tism was stronger than which is sympathetic;· . 
their charity-if this ·without being hagioi 
was not the same Ger- h d h" h ·s ard Kennedy Tucker grap ical an w lC 1 • 
who later achieved marred only • slightly H 

by the sometimes too- . • 
fame as the founder of quaint style. •· <-".,:; -·:; -;-q 
two Australian huma- .· ~ .. . "' -·-=- :"''r.:-<:l 
nitariati organisatio~. . •, Hand fie 1 d makes · '"' 
Tucker founded the much of the _ lnflue~ce . . ;] 

Brotherhood of St Lau- of Tucker's ·early life, .".;j 
·rence, an Anglican rell- of his family and o_f • • 'l 
gious order which has his difficulties in be- .tJ 
always worked among coming a priest • -in .,, ~ 

~[ 1JE~~fn~ li¥r --~~~"fat!~eci~:t;~::~l 
known as Community ·• .More in next page ~ 
~d-.~~~~~-- ~.:: •.• : . , •.. ' '.:~: ·.·~:::·, j 

Eltham District Historical Socie-~ty~(~el~th~a:m:h:is~to:ry~.o: r:g.!a~u: _________ ~-----------~---~---~---~---l 



EL THAM SOUTH: 16 Homestead Rd. Auction: June 20 at 2pm. Call Jeff Thomas of 
Stockdale and Leggo on 9435 7122, 9439 5769 (AH) or 0411 7 43 339. $280,000 plus 

A JAPANESE INFLUENCE 
THIS Robin Boyd classic is on a block larger 
than 0.4ha, with access to river frontage. 
The heavy timber posts and beams form a 
dominating framework for the panels which 
alternate with floor-to-ceiling windows, 
giving it a strong Japanese character. 
Of timber-framed structure, the house is 
arranged around three sides of a secluded 
northern courtyard designed as a Japanese 
garden with a fish pond. 
Built on two levels to take advantage of the 
fall of the land, the upper level takes in the 
living areas, three main bedrooms and a 
study. 
The lower level is made up of a separate 
self-contained accommodation that 
includes a kitchen-meals area, huge lounge 
and bedrooms with an en suite. 
There is also a store room under with 
extensive shelving that would serve as a 
wine cellar. It has access to the area under 
the house. 
A wide glazed gallery flanks the courtyard 
on one side and links the living zone. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au 

In summer, the doors can be opened to 
allow the breezes coming up from the river 
to flow through the house. 

The large lounge-dining area adjoining the 
gallery has polished floors and an open 
fireplace at one end. 

Next to the living area is a roomy study, 
once again with pretty views. 

The kitchen-meals area includes a free
standing work centre, modern wall oven, 
walk-in pantry, dishwasher and a separate 
thermostat-controlled walk-in coolroom. 

Each of the four bedrooms has an en suite. 
The main comes with a dressing room and 
a huge en suite with double hand basins 
and a full-sized bath. 

A bonus is a fully-lined studio with windows 
on all sides, pol ished floors and high 
ceilings. 

The propertyabounds with wildlife and gets 
visits from koalas and birdlife, bringing wtth 
it the background sound of bellbirds. 
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THEMES ILLUSTRATED BY THIS PLACE: 

BASIS OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

EXTENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

CIRCA 1960 

THIS PLACE DOES NOT 
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RARITY 
HISTORY 

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 

ENTIRE RESIDENCE AND SITE 
TO A RADIUS OF 20 METRES 

LOCAL PLANNING PROTECTION 
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Handfield Residence, 16 Homestead Road 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

Cont. 

Designed by well-known Victorian Architect Robin Boyd after he 
returned from lecturing architectural students in Japan, 1 

the Handfield residence shows the influence of traditional 
Japanese design in its modular wall arrangements, solid and 
g,lazed panels and sliding exterior doors. The courtyard 
planning, floor to ceiling glass walls and the combination of 
single and double storey sections on the steep site illustrate 
quite advanced dwelling design for its time. Designed to house 
three generations, grandparents, their children and 
grandchildren, this residence remains in Handfield ownership and 
appears to be very intact. 

HISTORY: 

Original and Continuing Use: 

Original Owners: 

Present Owner: 

Architect: 

Residence 

John and Esta Handfield 

John Handfield 

Robin Boyd1 

This residence was constructed for John and Esta Handfield, who 
were very early practitioners in public relations; their 
business became John and Esta Pty. ltd. and then Image 
Australia. 1 Boyd designed the building to house John and 
Esta Handfield, two of their grandparents and their two 
children, as well as two live-in home helpers, one for the 
grandparents and one for themselves. Esta Handfield died in mid 
1995 and John Handfield continues to live in the residence. 

DESCRIPTION: 

Quite advanced design, in planning and detailing. 
Plan U-shaped. 
Single and double storied; the arms of the U are basically 

single storied, while the base running parallel with the 
Yarra River is two storied. 

Walls timber stud framed?, asbestos cement sheet clad. 
Roofs fl at?. 
Floors timber, some concrete?. 
Features include the modular wall design, courtyard planning, 

combination of single and double storey sections, internal 
planning and floor to ceiling glass walls. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 

1. Information from Mr. John Handfield. 

CONSERVATION GUIDELINES: 

Keep this residence intact. 
Regular maintenance as necessary. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



ELTHAM SOUTH 16 Homestead Road 

'LANDMARK BOYD/GROUNDS HOME WITH YARRA VIEWS' 

An acclaimed Robin Boyd and Roy Grounds designed residence; 'Hanfield House' c1962 

is an innovative modernist home with Japanese inspiration set amongst bushland with 

breathtaking uninterrupted views of the meandering Yarra River. A relaxed 4 bedroom 

and study interior and rustic surrounds create a captivating tone for those seeking 

sanctuary to absorb and savour on a landscaped 1 acre block peacefully secluded down 

off the road . Features separate self-contained apartment, solar hotwater, raintanks. 

Auction: Saturday 22nd November at 12.00 noon 

Contact: Graham Morrison 0417 101 997 

Office: 968 Main Road, Eltham 9431 2444 
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Every precaution has been taken to verify the accuracy of the above details. However, prospective purchasers are advised to make their own enquiries. Morrison Kleeman gives 

no warranty to the above and expressly disclaims all liability for any loss or damage, whatever the cause which may arise from any person acting on any such statements. 
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ELTHAM SOUTH 16 Homestead Road 
'LANDMARK BOYD/GROUNDS HOME WITH YARRA VIEWS' 

• An acclaimed Robin Boyd and Roy Grounds designed residence; 'Hanfield House' c1962 is an innovative modernist home with Japanese inspiration set amongst bushland with breathtaking 
uninterrupted views of the meandering Yarra River. A relaxed 4 bedroom and study interior and rustic surrounds create a captivating tone for those seeking sanctuary to absorb and savour on a 
landscaped 1 acre block peacefully secluded down off the road. Features separate self-contained apartment, solar hotwater, raintanks. 
Auction: Saturday 22nd November at 12.00 noon Inspect: Thursday 2.30-3.oopm & Saturday 11.30-12noon ESR: $900,000 -$990,000 
Contact: Graham Morrison 0417101997 Email: GMorrison@morrisonkleeman.com.au 

Eltham 968 Main Road Greensborough 2/86 Grimshaw Street 

9431 2444 
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