
. - . ' SHI D~ o~ r!TllA~ HicT-Rl("AL- SOCIE"fY f\,.u i t -1 fJ f I I . v ij , , N~-t..---·-· ··· 
P.O. BO X 1 3 7, ELTHAM 3095 

NEWS LETTE R. 
Ml1Y, 19 7 8 

:Ct has been propoeed fo-:: :;ome t ime th.at th e soci "tY :::ho1J.ld prod uce a ree;ula':' r.ews let t e r which is mc::-o t han 
merely a notice of rorth-co'.::d.n:; nociety act:i.vJ.t les . An historical soci0ty I1-:n,2lctter sh0ult} i,rovidl' items 
of h:iBtorical inform::tion and also record CUl' l' c,nt haprenines of rtistorical si ~;nifi c u.nce. ~·~his ne·,1sl,1tter 
nrnke.e .•, wodcst :Jt:c:t on what , llopef.ull )', will be a re ~ular format. It will b;;J ne.:.a,:;sary :1owi,vc:r , · tr.:,t 
1.tenrn for inclusion he nrovi ded by ,,:. ,:, ;;.b,irn and your co-ooeration in :mLmitttn~ suitabl e it ems is essential 
to the succes s oi' the oporatton . Draft articl es c an be· readily ~dapted for us e . : r 

}i r,y J:1e,(1t J.J'.,_g 

lt in in'i:cndod th at t.he May me etiil!'; be conducted in two parts:-

(1) Ui:ual meetin: at 8 p.m. on Wed. 10th May in the \far Memori...l Hall, 905 !fain Rd. Eltham . 

( 2) fo:eursion on SLu0d:.iy 21st l-!ay coml'lendng at l.30p . m. at the Old Lower Plenty_ Bridr;o (just 
downstre:,:ri fro'.!I the Ma:!.n Ho o.d . bridc:e over the Plenty River ) 

The theme \rHl be "Hif:toI'iC: :::Hes and buildings from Lover Pl enty to K9.ntaroo Groi.111d'J The meetlni; on 
10th May 1dll be a discu;;sion evenin~, c:o r;rc9are the way f or the excursion. Me:mbers are asked to brin~ 
along notes 11 l' ' :;ny relev ant information which they may have·. It is intended that ;J!1y such in.forJJa-c5.on b~ 
lY ,to suppi.e1:.ent o. consiuerable amount of mz.terial a.lr eady av ail abl e i n prcpari:,g notos for the excursion, 
1 ' hoped t hat- a !1U.'ll';:Jer of le;cal identitfos uith specialized knowl edf!e of particular arHas will he able t-L• 
t .,;~:: p r~'l' ~- i;1 ejt.btH tr.o mee ti n~ or e-xcusion . · 
I ·c i r. :i.r.te.1-lad tlu,.t t he e,:cursion com11ence a.t Lower Plenty and follow the line of Main Road with minor 
d ,; \r 1 ,,,_tio1!s to ncax•by 1.cc c.t ions. It will extend through iltham und if time permits e; o on to l ocs:.tions in 
R~se2rch :.u,d KaP.t;aroo Grou...--id. Transport wH l be by private car with walkini; between sites r;rouped close 
t ,:,!;:n 'l.hor- ., 

AT the Annt.tl Gonr:ral lfoe tinc; on March 8 the following office bearers and committee members \.'ere ehctec.. 

Pr oside'nt .. Poter Bassett--Smith 

Vice P1•esidents - Audre)' Cahn, Bruce Ness 

Se cr etar y - R!.lssell. Yeoman 

I 
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,~ssist ant Secret<!l'y .. Katb Stephenson 

Treasure:,· - Grah am Beyer 

C::immittee-Me d;l!lies J. Ness 1 ' F,Spicer, P. Macdonald, Messrs. R. Smith, J. Sidwe-11.-
It is noted that '~his year s ees the departure (we hope t empor2.rily) from the Cor.im ittee , of the society·· s 
F'o un'.iatlon Pr<"f-foc nt Charj_s Palling . Nrs . Pellin,: h o.s served the society as President) Vjce Pr ~~!."c·~t :.:1d 
Committee J.le;·nber co.nti1:o us ly since the foundation , but is unable to co ntinue due to proposed absence fron 
the . 2:re;;,. duri.nt comint; months. It is appropri c;te to now record the society 1 s apprecia.tion of her v:c.l.uacl e 

~ 
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Subscr112.tions / 

At t he AnnL<al Gener al lfoottng subscriptions fo1· 1/48 were fixed at the same lev-e l ns for tha past f ew years• 

.Adnl t t3 .OO Student tl.00 Fe.mily or gr oup t 5.oo 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NO'vf DUE 

anci. ma.y be paid at tho next meet :i.ng or sent to the above address. Ecll'l y p ayment is request ed as subscrtpU.cn.'.l 
axe the society's onl y sourco of funds • 

..Q..ru:J.llillnil.LQ.Ql}t:re Open:!.~-; 

The Eltham. Co111111uni:t..y . Ca:1.tre ,-r_as opened on 22nd April by the Premier, tho Hon H. J. fa1msr. It :l.s tho only 
mud h:· i :::lc comm•.m~.ty centre in iiustro.lia . The society was repr esented in the disp l ays at the e ,intre. b:.'. 
co@mu.nity gronps. Our d fr.play featur ed old photos of the Community Ce nlr e envlrous and sor.1e h'istc-r1cal 
(1,., tails of r,ar t of the ~ite of tho build inr, which was onee owned by Henry Dendy (of Brir,hton f bme: ) • 
'.!:h& CoT.mnnJ.ty Centre oc::tlllics lots 27 5 and 276 of liollo1-1ay 1 s Hl51 subdivision wi1ic h he C-:.ll ed "LiHl-:?_ Elth'am" 
Lot 275 was pm-chn::,ed b:; ucnd:; in 1856 from Ch :i.r l e s riinr,rove and blfred ;ir mstron~. 'l'hese :ren n:·0,, £, bl.7 
pnr ~~hased the l and fro:n Holloway . ·.Hn~rove f:1 1858 becwne Secretary of the Elth u:n Di:..trict Road 202rc! , ,, 
position ,,hich he he l d for mc:n:r yec\I'Sr whilst Dend)' bec ame a meir,ber of the Board and served one terti\ as Hs 
Presid l'.' nt . 

ll andy al~o pm·ch as r.d l ols 277 to 281 on the oppo!lite side of Mari a etroe t (now }fa 1n Road) ,rnd. extc r,d lnF, 
bot;..·c cn Pft t and Joi1n f.trct-ts c ·f~i(; \:hole of his pLl.r-cha ~c w~.:.s :-idxut J acros. Lot 275 cont=-L:Lncd ~ !::te f~.a 
flom• ra1.1.2. ;12 ::r the D i:rnond Crc·elc whil st Dn r;dv 1 i ; .... ~d :l.n .~ lt,rnso ,,t the front or the l :cnrl, · 
D,mdy';; wlfe S.11·a.11 died at Slih;,:n ir. 1:~60 , ,:r;c:d 57 ~re.:i~'S a1~:i ~.l:;c in t~iat yo<:r Dendy \,' as ;;.pi,oin t;cJ Ci1;:;.ir·ll':.n 
of ?.. ('o:1;:;1itt;1'.) to cst,l~';. i::::h ~< Church o.:· ~;n ,~J. ;;,rn.l in 1-;1~; 11m::. ll0 dom,tod b cilf of cne of 1.1 ~ l'1tt 3t,·c·n le:;::; 
~·or th:i.1> rur ,-. rJ.1e ; St . • >,,rrr.;2rr,t ' s C:!1'.1.roh ,-•:i s op on,:,d on thJ.~, ;:;itc :i.r.cl ·1·omai:1:, in woll l_Jres<':rv.<Jr:.1. ;c.,1:;, ;; ri to :.lr;y , 
'Ibo old vle: <.x :)t·.1.;; i::; nov.: n:oncJ Do udy i!ou~;e . 
In 18 !)'1 D~: ::.i y ;io1.~J ~; i:1 ::_r, ::d r,nd l-1~1::;inc .ss to 1·i :\ ll. j -. :;; F., Ford 01" 
\, h 0rn bQ h;,d n :·1 ili t err.si; ·In ,, coppnl.' rntn•J . lln i s b;ir5.od tn thv 
lfr, tr; .. co or Du ,111 y':; mi l : (•r· ho t,so exist ,)1 1 1, be s i i;e tud:iy, bnt 

:1. ,,] rti3bllry r:,'r ;/,oo an,~ s l1tft,(1,1 to ;;:1lhd.1,1 . . 

1-hil ll:111 a Cu:,:e t:::·y. 
tr e e~ on t 1:e : r.:nd CO l!Ltl ',i-:?ll h::-vc· t '?.r·n 

·1. ,· uGI~ t.o 

I 



Hc;:-~ult~nri_ :f"ro:!~ 'Che 2t1~:~ur.:tj_on of l~frf" Jo.cl< 'tlard t~1u nocJ..fity?s c..1'."J::~mittf.l;f1 h:1s cons:id0!·ed r;. r,r opou dl -~.o ~tl·eo 
fl HB,:;,.e1.~ to EJ.thai:1 1i f,;-~:t.;"i\,<11.. It ba,s been ;;; r::i.'e c:J tbat i.:\1e coY1tr·1:i.t tco of the SJ.tho~ Gon~rnLTn:f.ty Ji'~: :=;t:i.v3.l h.:, 
:.q,p:~c-;,.d: ctl 1:1.th t!1C. t,1;:::esU.0:1 that ... b·;:-i !J(e the therno or the. J.~l'i') Fe .,;tlval. Th e Soci<>t:' would <J['Yl~El tr, 
t .;;ke ;;ll i.'-Ct.:!.\rO p .,r,~ J.n trie ol.'i;anizo.tion of ::;u:h an ov0nt . 

'J.'h(~ ::;oc t '., ·:· ; l·.::i :; t~·o:1 ('.d-,'..,od thr·:· 1,hi:; yoar ts tho Golden J"t··. bLU u of the, '.,:i.nt l ,1ko NatlonaJ. P<!.rk. It :ts 
~.JJtCi)li.o {i. t :·1~ .t ':his )!1 c.,;(ll<-broted r.y a function tA. t l(j_ne;lc.lc<! la1:0:.- in tbe :fef..t!', .. 

, / 

July maetin~ - Wed. 12th 

i~lthmil Cct,1~:ntn'it:v F'esttv~.l .... Aa~:ust(' 
'l' il o so~bty 11/'. .. ,m:ls to ;:, i.l rt1cj_!)a°t.E: bnt detail:: are yet t o °l:'o ftll,il:i.zed. 

m .n :cr::,bi.!t Hist~,r~.cal Soc1.0ty Bus Tr it, - Stt.".l. S,~pt. 2-tth t o Hocne.«r:r·a Reservoir and Gipp"sland J?olk J.J.11r~eilllir 11,:-,e, 
C::in\ ,.ct r:0, tn P ::-:cter son 1+ 38 169). for· infol',1HJ.t ion. 

F. . Yeomo.n, 
Scicre t u..L'J', 
!+39 9717. 
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