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Nowslotter Format

Xt has been proposed for some time that the socisty shenld produce a regular newsletter which 1s mere than
merely a notice of forth-coming socletly activities. An historical soclety rewsletter should provide items
of st1o”ical information and also record currcent happenings of historical significance. This nea«lotoer
makes 2 wodest stwrt on what, hopefully, will bs a regular format. It will be necessary howsver, ‘that
items for iuclusion he provided by mambers and your co-operation in submitting suitable itﬂms is essential
to the success of the operation. Draft articles can be readily zdapted for use. : y

ligy Moating
It is intendod thet the May meeting be conducted in two parts:-
(1) Usuz)l meetlng at 8 pe.m. on Wed. 10th May in the War Memorizl Hall, 905 Main Rd. Bltham.

; (2) Lixcursion on Sunday 2ist May commencing at 1.30p.w. at the 01d Lower Plenty Bridge {just
dewnstreszm from the Maln Road bridge over the Plenty River)

The theme will be "Historic sites and buildinzs from Lower Plenty to Kanssrco Ground? The meeting on
10th May will be a discussion evening, Tvo prepare the way for the excursion. Members are asked to bring
along notes of any relevant information which they may have. It is intended that any such information be
v~ ~to suppiement a considerable amount of material slready available in preparing notes for the excursion.
N, roped that a nunver of loucel identitics with specialized knowledge of particular arsas will be able to i
£ais pare in e:thﬂr the meeting or excusion. : “
It iz irntended that the excursion commence at Lower Plenty and follow the line of Main Road with minor
deviations to nearby lecations. It will extend through Zltham and if time permits go on to locztions in
iaseaich oré Kangaroo Ground. Transport will be by private car with walking between sites grouped close
oeether .,
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AT ths Annusl Goneral Meeting:on March 8 the following office bearers and committee members were eleacted.
President - Poter Bagsett-Smith
Vicoe Presidents = Audrey Cahn, "ruce Ness :
Secrctary - Russell Yeomearn '
Lssistant Secretery - Kath Stephenson

Treasurer - Graham Beyer ; . =

\'-'\..\‘
Committee-Mesdames J. Nessy ‘F.Spicer, P. Macdonald, Messrs. R. Smith, J. Sidwell.
It 45 noted that this year sees the dcnartu ‘e (we hope tewpnrerlly) from the Committee, of the sceciety's
Foundation President Charis Pelling. Mrs. Pelling has served the society as Prosiient, Vice Prasident and {
Committee Member contirously since the foundation, but is unable to continue due to proposed zbsence from
the grea during coming wonths. It is appropriate to now record the society's appreciation of her valuuple
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At the Annual General Meeting subscriptions for Lgég/were fixed at the same level as for ths past few years.

Adult §3.00 Student £1.00 Femily or group £5.00
SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUB ‘

and mezy be paild at the next meeting or sent to the above address. Early poyment is requested as subscriplions:
are the society's only source of funds. -

Lompunity Contro Opening ) T

The Eltham Community. Centre was opened on 22nd 4pril by the Premier, ths Hon R. J. Hamer. It is the only

nud brick community centre in Australia. The society was repregen*cd in the displays at the centre by

Lommunity groups. Our display featured old photos of the Community Centre environs and some his terical
details of part of the site of the buildinr which was once owned by Henry Dendy (of Brighton feme). -~

The Commaniiy Centre occupics lots 275 and 276 of holloway's 1851 subdivision wnich he called "Litile Eltham®

Lot 279 was purchased by Dendy in 1856 from Charles Winrrove and Alfred Armstrong. These men pro 'nOJ] ‘ B

purchased the land from Holloway. dingrove in 1858 became oecrptﬁry of the Eltham District Road Board,
position which he held for many years, whilst Dendy become a member of the Board and served one term “s

President.
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Dandy slso phrcbnﬂod lots 277 to 281 con the opposite side of Marias Street (now Main Load)*nu exterding )
b@tvcbn Pitt and John Streets. The whole of his purchase was about § acres. Lot 275 containcd a (teuu |
flour mill nsar the Diamond Creck whilst Dendv lived in a2 house at the front of the luar :
Dendyfs wife Sarah dicd at Bltham in 1360, wged 57 years 2150 in that yoar Dendy was avpointed Chalrwan

of a comnitta2o to estabiish & Church c¢f ensiand in Elthac. Ho donatod half of cne of tis Pitt Stveew lots

JOT this purrose, St. Margeret's Church was oponed on this site ard remains in well preservad stave todsy. g
e 01d vicavrase is now naned dendy . :
n 1857 D 5004 aia land and baginess Ho dilliism F. Ford of Hn]msbury for £A00 and shifted to wallixlla
where he bad an fnferest dna copper mina. He 1s buried dn the Waeihalla Cemetary.

Ho frace of Dondy's mill or house exist on ths site today, but trecs on t:e md eguld well bhave been
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Much of this irfermation was obtuined from ths Look “Henry Dendy sud Ilis Bmigrants' by L.Zi.Schuace. .
“Heel Lo bl thomt
Resuiting from the suprostion of Mre Jack Ward the c\ms‘iu red g proposal to stige
a “Bsek to ,‘.wm,lh jm .vale It has besen aprecd !',n.ai. mriittee of the Blthanm (.onmm}ty Fegtival he ;
approsched with the sugrestion that this be the theme of the 1979 Fesilval. The Sociefy would agree to
{uke un active p:.n]".L in the organization of such an evente. :

Hational Fril ; . i

The socievy Fas beon pdvizoed thet thic year is tho Golden Jubill of the Ningluako National Purk. 1% is ¢
intended thrt Chis Do celobrated hy a function at Kinglake in the year. i
; : i

Lowing Bveuke .
. = . H
Nuzt commitbee meeting - Wed. lM4th June. - L :
5 vt - ) ‘ .
July mecting - Wed. 12th . .- : i
'\}
Blthem Comaunity Festivel - Auguste. t
The sociaty inlends to particivate but detalis are yet to e finulized. 3
Hillunbilk Historical Socisty Bus Trip - Sun. Sept. 24th to Moocndarra Reservoir end Gippsland Folk Museum, Moe. |
Contact Yevin Potterson 438 1691 for information. " g
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