
ij,> r a 1_ ! ~ t O e • !J sti~re:.~or :_ eit_.r.,iar'1 n1s oricar soc mei y 
p.a. b~x-,_137, eltham,· vic_toria, 3095. 

newslette-r no.7 jUly1979 
The -ne~t mee t :l,ng of the Society will be held at 8 p . i:: . on Wednesday 11th July, 1979, in t he ":Ja= 
Memori al Hall, siq 5 Main Road , El t h am . Guest speaker a t the .me eting will be Mr. Ben ·Hall, gr eat 
gr and s e n of t~w ', £__,m t~ eman o f t_he sa."J.e _n a.-n e whose bu~!U:a!1ging expl o its are al rr.ost l e ge ndr y • . 
Mr. Hall ope:r ate s a nir e service spec1.al.i z i ng in CCJ.oni al cos tume s and hor se d r awn ve hic l e s ;,nd 
is he avily involv.ed :!.n t he field of' rt:- enac+ment c f eu.l'.'l y Aus t r &lian situations. A f ew year .'} 
ago he i;r avell e.,,-•:around.' n.us tr alia by nors ed :· a....,.n coac h r a i sing money for char i t y . Mr. !iall' s 
t alk will _be -.b,~i;[.'d mainl y o n- his pe rsonal experience~ . He is an e xperie nced and enter tainil: >!: 
sped-'.(er ar.i w~_B . '!JI'Ovid e - an entert e i n i ng ev~, n ing f or r-:: '3m bers and any visitors who of co ur s e <:~· -: i 
always welcome . · · 

ELTH:'J-! C;)NHUNJ,;1 '.: FE:STIV AL 

This yeax' s f e s_tival. will be he ld from 11th to 20t!1 August. The so'ciety intend s to particlpat e 
in t-wo ways • -

1. Float in the Festiv '3.l Gr and Par ade on Saturday 11th August, Members 
in period cos t iL'Ti e will be rid ing 0 ,1 and accomp am7'.ing t he flo at, and 
music al assi s t ance will be prov ided by members of t he Victori an Folk 
Music _ Group. 
Any members •11ho_ wish to par t ic ipat l!!: ,;;hould_ cont act Mr , 4 J. Ebeli, 
phone t+-3 9 8525 as soon as possibl~. 

2. Exhibition i!).. t h :; Eltham Libr c.cy over th ':l oerioc. of the Festival. 
The exhibition wil:. be prbaril y of pho t ogr ap hs c1. n::l. maps "b t1t a ny 
suitable ar. t icl e s to a1;,gruent t he displ ay will be welcome. Please 
cont ac.t t he Secr et ary wi th _any offe rs .• 

PIO NC:ER S .mo PAI !'-iTERS 

Alan Nars hall's popular book pL:.blished for t he cent enary of the . Shire in 1971 has now been 
re-pr-J.nt·ed aft ar having been out of print f or some ye ars. It is av a ilable from s ome book s tores 
but is obt a i na bi !.! d i rectly from t he Eltham 3hir e Offic e for !l.13,.50, This is over c, ne dollar 
cheaper t h an t he price we h ave s e en in some s hop s . For ·an e xtra two dollaxs it can be m,,il ed 
from the Shir e Of f ice . 

MRS, I. TUI1 VEY ------·--

Mrs. Ire ne -Tu1've y Pres_ident of Nillu.'ilbik Historic al Society .and a member of · our Soe:iet;0 f or soue. 
years~ ~ a v ing t he are a to live in Kynetc n . Mrs. Turvey h as been yery active 1.n hJ.s toric al 
work both l oc al ly and fo r the Nat i onal Trust . She has also been invol ved in other conmLmity 
activitie s. Now is an appropr i ate t i!lle t o e xte nd t he t h ank s of the Socie ty to Hr s.. Turvey for _ 
the work she h A.s c one f or us al tho ugh ..,,e hope to not comple t ely lose contac t . 'ti e; :-ri. sh her well 
iI_J. her new hurnc. ' 

'l'HE NATIO !J..:..L SSTAT.E. 

"~ia National Estate" is a te~m which is fre Quently us~d in the media in referr i ng t o his toric 
places. ivhilst most people intere sted in local h i story ar e aware of _the act i vi t ie s o:t' the !\at i on al 
Trust,, the r e doe s appe ar to bs some l a clc of kno'..-l edge r egard ing o ther · bodies admir,isteri.ng · 
r e gist~rs of historic bt1Hd_ i ngs and µl ace s. • 

.l\t the Sta t e l evel t here is t he Historic B:.:.ild i ng s Pr eserv ation Council a bo ut which t he r e will be 
· a future new" l ettc1' item . At t he net i onal l ~vel we h a·:e the Aus·t r al i an iieri i;l'ge Comrn i s sic,n ,,:h ich 
is the Gover:-~nent: s p olicy advisor y and admini s tr ati ve body respons ibl e . for the rational :r~s hte . 

The Cormriissio n was est ablished under the·- hllstr ali :m Heritage Commission Act 1975 and this act 
dei''!.ne s t he Nat ional C:st a te as:-

11tho s e p l aces be i ng components of t he na -:: ur al e nvi ro n.'Ile nt of Australi a or t he 
cultur al envir o nment of hustr ali c:. that nave aesthetic, sc ientif ic c,1' .~,::,,~ :'.al 
signi fic a nce or o ther special v al ue f o r f uture generat ions as well a,0 i' or the 
pres nnt community" . 

·...;,;. 

-_,~ he Natl· ·1<1l 2stace t s t r-,us a wi de r an~i ng ·concep j; which. _covers a var i ety of i :nportant n atural. 
f .·,a tur ez a:x: ;,, ~ny i tem s of t he m~n- rn ade or c i;l tural env5.ro nment i nclud ing :-

i ,1.~: t:n1· 1.~ bu ild·in6 ~'. n r.d ::,t:" •J.ct u:-es 
hL;i;cric towns a nd p1·e c:: i n·1t ~: 
,,rban. l\<l'r ~s ·.:1. nd gorcJe n .:: 
_1,.:-1o r i g i r,.:1l st t e s 
ar ~a s of e~chaeolo ~!ccl itl~Ar ii s t 
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}. nwjor r csponsJ.bili.ty of the Austr alLrn Herit at; e Co~miss1on i s to pre;:iare and ~aint a i r: a 
',egl.st:er of Uatior;a l i::state pl aces . I!"lclusion of any place i.n the regi.ster dL,es not ciean 
that thf, Commonwealth Governm ent inter.ds to interfere in E, ny way with the owner ship , 
management or us e of that pl ace . It is me~ely a recognition of the Nationa l Estate value 
of the pl ac e . It does ho-.-iever pl ace construints upon Co,nmo m1e alth Ministers and aut ho!' l ties 
in t ak ing an:,r :1e:tion which w,,uld ad versely affei::t t he pla ce . A further effect of reigistration 
•,.rhich is not <i i rectly admi r;istereo by the Heri t age Sor.--'llU,s i on is t hat from t ime t o time . funds are 
m2,de available by the Commonwe al th Government f o:;: works fer ll:ition:11 Estate Purpo ses . · 
These funds are direc t ed through the st a t e Conser vation '.-'.ir,istries and are avaiiable for works 
wh ich comprise preser va tion, investigat ion etc . of Kational Estate pl aces. 

Within the Shire of E::.tham the following pl ~~es are included in the Register of th,, N;:t :l.onal li:state:-

11 .Shillingl aw Cottage", Main Ro ad , EltllcJll , 

"Sweeney's", Sweeneys Lane, Eltr:am . 

11Rosehill", Bond s Ro ad , Lower Plenty. 

11The Robins", Kangaroo Ground Ro c:d , ·.-.rar r andyT,e , 

'l':_t'" Herit a<;e Commission is curr ently investi.gati ng a ri plications f or inclusion in t he R·3gi ster,of 
:.he concr e te ar ch bridge ov-er Di a1uond Gr e<;~ a t r:urs t.bridbe (Monash Bridge) r,nd t hr, early set tler 's 
~ouse in Ely Street , ~l tharn. 
'£he Shir e of' Eltharn h a s made app U.c atio,1 for funds for r·e ::;tor ation and preserva tic,n wcr ks at ·both 
cf these places unde r the :)ll!'rent funding pro gramme, 

There are a number of other places within tl::e Shire which cray be accept a ble for i rwlus io n as part 
of the National 8state . At this time there are nc ot hc:•· :mown projects f or which Lmd s ar e ur gently 
r eauired and which are likely to o_ ualif y for gr ants under the National i!: st a Le Pro gr am.rna . However 
adv1.ce would be appreciated of any project which m ay be worthy of investigation. 

Peter Basse~t-Smi tn, 
President, 
712 0260 

Russell Yeoman, 
Secret ary, 
4-39 9717 
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