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SEPTEMBER /s:J::ETING 

~'he next meeting of the society will be held a t 8pm on Wednesda y 12th Septe mber , 1979 in the War Ner..orial 
·Hall , 905 , Main Road , Eltham. 

This meeting will be held during Nationwide Map Week and it is therefore appropriate that the subj,,ct. of th"" 
meeting i s maps. Guest speaker will be Mr. Griffin Barlett, whose varied histori cal i n terests include ?.n 
e:,tensive col l ection of histori .cal maps. He is a member of the Map Curators' Circle and i s an acknowledged 
authori ty on the s ubject. Mr.Bartlett will di splay a n umbe r of rare and inten•sting maps from his collection. 
llembe r s who were present at the February meeting will r ecall that Mr . Bartlett provided a very entertaining 
e vening when he spoke on the preservation and restoration of historic bui l d ings. Whilst the writer i s 
somewhat prejudiced by a personal i n te res t in maps , it is suggested that if you can only atte nd one ·rr,eeting 
this year , this should be the one. 

As with all of .our meeti ng s new members and visitors are more than we lcome. 

ELTHAM COMMUNITY FESTIV~L 

'i.'he Society ' s p articipati on in t his '.'ear ' s E l tham Community Festival was highly success ful. We arranged a n 
exhibition in the Eltham Libra:,:y o.n the theme of '' Along the Main Road" and our f loat in the Festival Grand 
Parade won the prize clo1i1at:ed.bYPegasus Interiors for the best Eltham theme.. 1rhe success o f the fl oat VJas 

due mainly to the efforts of Joh Ebeli . Joh was entirely responsible for the design a nd a r t i stic work on 
the float a!1'1 with help f rom Geoffery L•J ftus ~Hil l. ,; and Mark Gough a ctually constructed it. Members and 
friends together with members fo the Vic1:ori a n Folk Music Club completed the picture,riding.on ancl walking 
wj t h the float in the par ade . Mrs. Opal Smith and Mrs . B. Brinkkotter organized many of the costumes f or 
participating mcembe r s and Mrs .Phylli s Macdona.ld made the arrangements with the Victorian F0lk Mus ic Club . 
'I'l"1anks are also due to Mr . P .Quirke of Resea r c h Fruit Supply for the loan of his truck and to Eltha m 
llarJware and P J.umbing Suppl ies f or the donation of materials for construction of the float. The $50.00 
prize is to be shared with the Victorian Folk Music Club . 

I t is consider<ed that partici pation in the parade should become an import.ant a..,nua l event fo r the society . 
Now is the tirr.0. to sta rt thinking a bout next year 1 s parade . It has been suggested that over thP. next yea !~ 
meDbers could make appropriate costume s to wear -i; the par ade . Advice i s available for anyoune wish.ing to 
make '!:he i r own period cost'...tme . This year 's e ffor t was s uccessful desp ite some l ast minu tP. Llt.nlbt::;: . I-Io•,..: 

much more s uccessful can we be with long term planning? 

OLD BAKERY 

There has recc,ntly been a subs tantial amount o f publicity i n th e l ocal press r ega rding t h•., demoliUoc1 of the 
olc1 bake:r ' r: shop on the, corner of Main Road and York Stree t , Eltham . 

The o ld weatherboard building , poss ibly dating f r om the 1860 1 s , comprised a c1•..,•e llin9 w~th a .shop in the front 
roon openin9. o ~f a timbe r verandah deck which a:. rec tly fronted the Main Road footpath . At t.he rear is a 
brick bu ildi..,g 0£ r,mch later date whi ch was for many years used for the b ake ry. Th e hni l dings are bei ng 
de n-.olj_shed for fl dt construction. 

:i:-.:ecent publ icity has teen oriented to\,.iards mover> to preserve the \,·eatLerboard bui lding. Preserva tion i n itiatives 
h o.~ve c or11e fl'."orr, a numbe r of individuals including T:!er.J.1ers of this s oc iety . It shoul :.i be noted t hat thr~ society 
fie. :.- r!O cfficial con1;ection with any p1·0p0sc:.l t.c, retain the bui.1.•:.1ins 0!1 it s p r.e~ent site or to r cH -buiJ d the 
building oY. a~1y p<.;. .rt of it on a ny o t:her sit~. '1.'hB isGues Jnvo lved in this mat.tr:? r ar2 part of a t,f.~ de::c 
,.:ons i der,itio;-.. o :f: t.he matt er of p n ... ~.servat.ion of i ,isloric huild i1i.gs wh ich i s ."!:\1rtbe r examined cl" s e!:a.ra te 
article in this Newsle tter . 

In t!iis c ase. t ~·15 Soc i ety and in ~Jt!rticu:ar t!1e ~.:ornmit.t.ee ha.s !:>een aware for some years of the i mpe.·,. Ji.ng 
:lsl·110 .L.i.tion. 'J.lhe p ossibil:i ty of tJ1:. pr2s1:!rv.:,:t: ion nf the bui l ding has been canvassed on a number of occ.:i.si.on ~ . . 
'l'he S0•.:- i B"'.../ ' s v.:i.Rw is tha t 1,,1hi. lo t:r:.e bakr:.:: ' s s~top is an i n tE?rcsting o ld bui lding which contributes to the 
~har:.cter of M:.1.ir. Road , ~t i r:. r:~ t ~f £~~1:f:!...:=i:::n!::: imp8!:"ta.nct: t.u ,.:age a n orga nized campaign for its prese r "">:.'ttj.0:1 . 
lt is considered that if th e bui.1.din ~r \•:ere t o b<? s,resc-:rved fo ·c historical reasons it would be far more 
<~-~siri:1bl€. Lo reta in it in i ts J:-i.-.:;sc1~t l vcat ioL t !ian to r13 -:CeiJ d it on another site. 

1~.'h0 comments made here a~-:-e n,-J1: :i j\ l.:<-·nds'1. t c: b e ch:"!:: ,)~ya t .ory (if any move t o preserve the building or ta; atscourai:re 
·:"iny Society members who wi.sh t<.r b~.: L ·n,oJ.··lcd ::.n :1r!:· suc!1 pru :i cct. Rather, the Society encourages any private 
j rd i: i. at. ivci:s in this _n..,q ,.:rd d.n d J :0• vj t\t.,'tre.J. :·.o off (;r advice anL1 duch ass i stance as can be practically provided 
\·.·i. tb) i"1 t9e Societ:~/ 1 r3 .n .:~::, ou rcc;J. 

At th, .. t.ime of: ,,._,::--jt 5.!1 'J t:lii:~ h 11 ~ .. ,_f.inJ :'i.'•S f.),.,r:•!·1 <:; 1:i b~.tant.lt~l].y ,:_lt:1 1rv---, J.1_-:.l1e d. It is not kno-,>Jn whether the proposal 
t.o Ycti-:l in r· -:a ~·. ,_:,f th"~ t.1ui}.d_i.nq f ,\r i:cf-·{-~)'."(·'Ct .i•:,n r·:l~e,,;,i).,:,r(~ :i. s :-1:roc~1.c<:U r1g or not. Subf3tant i a J. funds would he 
req~1:.1~c d ;:cJ :: .1ny 1.·~: - c~:T: ~:Li~<;.>n a.r.ci r..:!~;L .... ,1,1t ..i. c~i p1 ·l1 :i·~~c:t. ·iii-\,.,, -=;-, ,~ic-tv :·ur:.:- i .:..~cl'"'-' t 11ai.:. :1T· t- ~1i•:.: ~-11-1~· ti-..-. }y i q..,...i(·s : -~- , ... .... . - ._ .... ~...,p·,::_·~s·e'L~~ ~~',., .. L·o· r>. • - -· - ·- • .. ·· - - · - -
priori t:y foJ.:· a.1.iocat,i.011 n1:,:_~1ny fund~~ ava:LJ <lhll~ fur Joc a. l hi ~_.,tn r..ical .. v- \1-.:::::c}:s is th~ r e~;to:::-;~:l.io: :. 
~nd p r e serv c! tio :·1 of th0 OI::!).'Cot1.:(-=1qf~ i. n Ely St 1·::!€•t .. 
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r~1~ef;grzvl\TIOH OF !'iISTC-RICAI. :::.::3.!.Lf"iINGS --·----.,.-- - ···- -· - - •L ____ _ 

The Shir<:? of rnthc.m has .:,dopt2d a ,- ~ ulicn to 
thosa :;tru::.tuJ~:;s of historical imH~rtance 1.•.i-hich 
.in :ocal his·to:::-y on the part. of/:1e Council, it 
approached with a g.reat dea/ caution . 

d.raN up o 11 draft hi~torical prc$e:rvil.tion permit list" 
should be preserved . Whilst the Society applauds any 
believes that the preparation of any such li:st should 

----­l is ti. ~1-,.- ---- -
i nterest 
be 

'fhe Society ' s records ha/4for many years contained details of buildings , places -and things which are i.mportant 
in va cying deg:,:ees to tc;. history of the area. No attempt has been made to produce a formal list or to s2t any 
sr.:,rt of pr.·io:rity ::::-211}: .::: g . There arG however , buildings in the area which, if threatened, would be the subj\:ct 
of a vigorous c ;o-~1:/,'..gn by the Society . Other buildings whilst b e ing of sufficient i mporta nce -~o be no+-0worthy 
may not warrant a/ organized campaign for pres{~rvation . 

/ 
Some of the d.Jj9"ers seen in drawing up a preservation l ist are: -

1. LiabJJ 4 for compensation if demolition pennit refused. 
/ 

2 . La :,)< of re2.l 
c,.,:ounds. 

power on the part of the Council to refuse demo l ition pennits on histori ca l or e,nvi ronm0 nta l 

? ... 
y 

Too many a u thorities/organ:i.zations purporting to control or influence the demolition of building s . At 
present .i_::h0re exist three, the Natio!"~al Trust , Historic Buildings Preservation Council and Australian 
Heritage ConL~ission. 

_, 4 . 'l'he ovmer of the bui l ding etc. should have the right of objection to inclusion on the list . 

5 . Bui l dings etc . shoul d not be arbitrarily included on the list . 
experienced persons should be made before any item is included . 
expertise in this field . The incli.:sion of l e ss important items 
standing . 

A proper assessment by qt,alified or 
The Soc;iety does I11.Jt ha ve any significant 

in the list would tend i.:o lessen its 

6 . Some items are worthy of preservation for other tha,p histo1:ical reasons. These shculd b e distir,guisheO 
in the list. 

Many of the above matters are recognized in the Historic Buildi.ngs Act and precedures arc set down to ensure 
that any rcgis·::rat:ion is soundly based . It· is considered that the act provides sufficient prote ction for 
buildin g::, etc . impor tant enough to be included on the register and that the ultimate protectioe should be 
by appl ication £o r inclusion of any such bu_ilding. Any bui.lding o f special local i mpo;;:tance whi ch is rejected 
for inclus i1)n may have to be the subj.ect of special consideration. 

Tile Society ' s view is that the Counci l shci.:ld be encour&ged to b e co11:e in-,·o.lved in this field bu;: that aroy 
list prepared shoul d be of an advisory rather than a prohibitive nature. Any demolitiol1 or development 
proposals involving any lis~ed item shot:ld be considered in the light of such a list. 1)nt not be the subj ect. 
of automatic rejection because of the listing. Appropriate expert advice should be obtainesd before 
i nclusion of any item on the l ist . 

RESEARCH NOTES 
.... --~--

A furthe r 30 pages of research notes have been received from Mr.Keith Chappel . The? b"r'.'ing the total r12ceived 
_,:,ver the :tast. :£,~·,· years to 454 pages . The lates t _ not.es inclade details of original land purchasers around 
El tham, de t ails of Councillors, 1871-·1978 ,,ma an alphabeU.cal i ndex for a substantial part of the overall 
proje.:t . Mr . Chappel ' s ,,_.o rk is providing D.ii invaluable record of local history from a \1ariety of archi~ ... \l 
sourcP.s . 

I'.::t 0r Das st: tt-Smi 1:h, 
1? :r. ·,'!:--: 5_ clent 
7J.7. t)'2(,() 

n. Yeomo:1n 
Eec ret a r:1• 
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