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p.o. box 137, eltham,· Victoria, 3095~ 

newsletter no.10 january 1980 

FEBRUA.Tl.Y M2J}'.ING 

The first "meet ing of the socie ty for 1qSo will be .:, .t 3 yJ,m, on '.fodnesday 13th. F'ebru:;ry, in th'!' 
War Nemori :, l ibll, 905' !: Gin :to 11d , i:l th :xn , The major :,gc r:ct,, item fer t his meeting is the 
exam in:it l.on of historical photogr aphs f i· o~, the 3,1ir~1 Co unc il I s collection. 
This coll e ction 1rns co.:.::~enced tn 19'70 £'er thci pu bl lc cttion of "Pio neers uncl Paint ers" to commemor ate 
the Centen,.ry of the 3hirc in 1971. J,;ost o f the photc :,; rcip hs were cop ied f1·om private collec tions 
at about th•1t period, but fron tin e to ttme sine,~ th.en there hnve been additions of e cir ly a nd mor e 
recent photogrc,phs to th,~ coll ect ion, a nu.nber of r ece!1t additio!1s are yet to be catalogued . 

Photographs frori the coll ect i o n h ave been used in ::i. rn.1rno,1r of society e xhibitions based on a 
variety of the~~s . However, the whole of the coll~ctiun h as not been previously av a il able for 
exami.n:it i o,~ and th is meeting therefore presents a rare opportunity _fer members and frien:1.s . It is 
likely that individual '!lemb!:<rs will not be able to exxiine each one of the hundr eds of photographs 
ava il able, !10·,rnv!cr the choice will be there for e ac h member to e >:arn ine as many as possible of the 
photogr aphs of tJ-:d r cho i ce. 

As at all society meetings visitors and new m'3mbers are. more than welcome. 

ANNUAL GSHE<l .l,L MSgTING 

The Annual Gencrc,l Meeting of the Society will be held on Wednesdciy 12th.Jfarch and will include 
electi<:on of office bearers for the coming ye Dr. Further details of this rneetinr, wl.11 be provided 
in the next 1;ewsletter. 

t.dvice has been received fro:n the Historic Buildings ?reservation Council,that approv al h as been 
gi-ven for listing in the Historic ::Juildings Reg ister of St . l·:o1l'gc:.r e t 1 s Church, P i.tt Street, ;;;1thar1, 
and the fo r :;, r~ ;· vtcar a?,e behind the church which is now known as Dendy House. The recent r:.ud br ick 
h all at the r e ar of the chl.ll' P.h is not included in the listing but does not' detr:,ct fron the 
ch ar:::. ..:t ~r of the olocr buildings, 
As h c:s b <.! en prev iously reccr-ded in the Newsletter the church was built in 1 861 on l and donated by 
Henry Jend y, · ,i. copy of a booklet giving details of the early history of the chur ch is in the 
society's r ecords, 

Newsletter Eo ?(July 1979) prov i ded for me:nbers, a brief descri ption of the Australi a n Heritage 
Commission, the body responsible for the National Estate. 

In Victoria the sta te body r esponsible for identification and preservation of hi:3toric building s 
and obj ec t s is the Historic 3uild in:?;s Preser v ation 8ouncil, The Council is a st:;tutory au t hority 
est abli shed unJer the Historic .!3uildines ,:.ct 1974 , It s v.t'll is not to rr:strict or to ::irescrve for 
preservatio n ' s sake, Rather it seelcs t o encourage and assist owners of his t oric and architectur c:lly 
import ant buildings to retain and riaintain the integrit y of their properties o1 nd in the c as e of 
cornmer clai premises to help make them economically viable. ·• 

Build in~s id entified by the H. 3. P.C. as be ing of State wide import o1r1ee are listed in Historic 
Buildings Re g ister. The Council then maintains cohtrol over alterations or demolition by its 
permit issuing power s. It also has the power to r e com::iend to the Government various forms of 
fin a nci.11 assi.stance to enable owners to retain and 1no1intain historic buildinRs, The Counc il 
also h as a role in ndvising Planning authorities on ~1atters of con~,er v ation of his tur ic buildings 
and pl aces . 

The H.D.P.C. com,rises exnert s in a number of specified fields rt-present:!.ng a wide r nnre of interes ts. 
Decisto ns to list a lmiluinr: or to r e;:iove n building fr om the r egls tcr are only made , .. tftcr detoilcd 
consider ation of oll ava il able expert ad vice. 

The Act provides heavy pen 2.lt:!.cs for unauthorlserl a1torat ionsor demol:!.tlon of designated buildin['..'l, 
In or,le r to mini.mize th,~ l.mpo.ct on the owners of i:Ltch l> :.:tildj_r,g s ;:ie r :n its may be i!::~<uct~ for interior 
or exterfor alter ations which are co ns ist1rnt with the or0S '!rvat.ion of the i mnort ant features. 
In f act i t is possibl e to list only a p3.l't of a buHdin;:; s uch as the f acacl c or interior if it i s the 
only part of the buil di ng wi.t h mer it. 

Finnncl al ~s slst ance uvuil ~ble to owners c an be uv a ilatijR in the form of gr unts , lo nns or rate or 
l and t a x: l' Pn lssion. Such as :; istunc!'! i s een·}rill!y :.; ub,it' ,~t to con'Htions whic h com:ni t the buildin!?: 
to pre s,: rvu t ion 1' or a ccrt<1in per lod ,rnd ir,cl ud c op er1 in;; to the, puhl ic on occasions . 
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The H.B,P.C. works in close consult ation with the National Trust and the ~ustralian lleritaPe 
Commission. The s e latter two boJ ies p~ovidc a v a lua ble service in the preserv a tion of hisforic 
buildincs, pluc e s etc. The Hi s t oric Build ings Act provides le ~isl a tive protection for d e si gnated 
build inr;s and it is dosirablt'l t h a t uny import ant build in!; which could come under threat is listed 
in the Re g ister. The society intend s to !"l a int a in a continuing role in promoting and assisting in 
applications for the listing of important local buildings. 

CQMRllJW HISTO'l I ·~ B'JILDJi;GS ]}1QIS .r :,;r{. 

The Melbourne and Metropolitan Doard of i/orks has prepared · a consolidated register of all buildings 
in the Metropolitan ,~ea which or e listed in the Historic 3uildings Register, the Register of the 
National ~state or cl.1ssif ied by the National Trust. Buildings are listed under municipalities 
and addresses are given. 

The register may be inspected at the Eltham Shire Office or is available from the 11.M.D.d. for ~4.oo. 

Russell Yeoman, 
Secretary 
1+39 9717 

Peter Bassett-Smith, 
P1·es id ent 
712 0260 
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