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p.o. box 137, eltha1n, •,ictoria, 3095:. 

n,o.11 march 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
8 P,M, WEDNESDAY 12TH MARCH,1980 

ELTHAM SHIRE OFFICE 
895 MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

SPEAKER PANEL: "A DECADE OF HISTORY 
SOl·iE H'.PRESSIO;iS OF ELTHAM IN THE 1970'S" 

VISITORS M~D NEW nEMBERS \!ELCOME 
Annual General ?-Eetinq Aqer.da 

l. Apolo-.Jies 

2. MLnutes of 1979 Annual General M2eting 

3. !1n.,ual. Feports 
(a) President's Peµ:,rt 
(b) Sec...re tary ' s i€:x,r.t 
(cl 'l'reasurer's lbport 
(d) Other Feports 

1980 

4. Election of Off.ice Befilers 1980 • 
. l\11 office beare!:"S re ::.ire and are eligible for re-elec<-..ion. N:::minations for all positions should be submitted 
in writing to the secretary prior to the rreeting or will be acc:epted at t.!)z rreeting. Office bearer;; requi. r.ed 

are:-
President 
Vice Presirent (2) 
Secretaty 
Assistant Secretary 
TT.easurer 
Ccmni tt.ee 1'k:T.lbers ( 4) 

5. Fixing of Annual Subscriptions 

kly other business which nay re o::msid':red by the Annual General !-Eeting (D;!tails of sudl business should be 
supplied in writing to t.'1e se-cretary prior to the rreeting). 

A tecade of History - Scr.e Im:,ressicns of El t.l°ia'il in t.'-.e 1970' s. 

History dces not step at any point i.r, tirre. -~ ev<>_nts of vesterdav are oa...---t of our historv ar,d as we enter the 1980's 
it is interesting to reflect o.ri ::...'-e hi.story cf the past de~de . In- 93-rticclar this exercise intends to examine the 
history of the Shire of El tr.an during the 1970 ' s . For this purpose w,2 ha,-e invited a !;)anel of four s!_X?akers to briefly 
taL" on their i.q:,ressions of Elfoam ar.d its' shire durbg that period. D:l not. e:q:,2ct a recital cf dates and happenings. 
Speakers have been selected to pro·Jide va. .. rying •ciews:oints a.nd wnilst little guidance has been given to them, it is 
expected that the result will re nore in the form cf a ==..rita..ry on the trends of the period. 
'.!he 1970' s were a pericd of si±sta-iti.al C.'laI~ge in Eltha'il. 'Iher.e was extensive e;,;,ansion of the"suburban" resident.:: .,1 
subdivision came.need in the 1960's. 'Ihe ::-i.iral areas of the sh.ire were also subj'?cted to develcr,,rrent pressures on a 
different sc.ale. in ccxrrron with IT'any other areas the Carrm.::r,i.ty also unden~t extensive social changes. 'lhe o:r,servation 
l!Dverrent has gained considerable ground during the decade. 
All of these aspects are expected to be rren':.ioned by cur speakers. 

Inn Mal.i.ng. Ibn has been a resident of t.>-ie Shire for about 13 years firstly b Elth.:1m and for fae fatter part of the 
1970's at Smiths Gully. He was a councillor fran 1973 to 1976 includi.,a or.e vear as Shire President. He is an 
acti va sp:;rtsrran wi-::11 r.iany years association wi. th the local hockev club: C'cn- works at the caulfield Institute of 
Technology where he is Senior Lecturer in t.rie D;!partrrent of Business Studies. 

Pc ~r B;:i;sset.t-Smi. th. Peter is "'='11 lmCMn to rrerrbers as President of our Society. He has lived in the area sinCE 
1928 with ~'.).TC brief absences . 'Ihe last 15 years he has srx-nt at Kansaroo Grour.d and J:efore that he lived in Eltha."Tl. 
Ile is new semi-retired but still o,:erates his fa...--ming p::<Ji:X"rty. 

N:~vi)_~_ F)u~rscn. Neville is a local bt.l!;:iJ--cssm.-:U1 , havinc; operated as a real 0state agent at r.a,-er Plenty for the 
P',1-;t: . 15 y ear~. l_le has lived a~ I.a.·:er. Plci1 ~y for 20 yci:!rs ancl at G1;<:€n.<.iborcu9h fer. ctl.:out 5 years reforo that. 
l!J.J l.nvolvenr_nt in ccmm.nuty a tfairs incluacs nlill1y years as an active norticr of Ibt:<lry and he is a pa:,t president 
of U1a t. orgaruzation. ---At the tine of wriLi.nn negotiadom; are £.ti ll undcnmy with rcg;v:d tc, the fo,u·th s,..,.cl;er. A a·ff t .. 
o:i the subject under disc1.l-;sion i s ussu.rc.•J . r- 1 :ercn · a.spec .. 
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FJ'.JillAM, E~GU.fm 

'Ihe nanc Eltha-n first appeared on l ocal maps -in 1851. It is obviously narred afteL· Eltham in England. but the ·reas= 
fo r th= connection do not appear to have b2cn recorded, 'Ihere are other ta .. :ns o f the :x-m-e = in ~ Zealand and 
rortJ.cm Kew south Wales . 

'lhe English Eltham (pronounced "Eltam" ) is situated on t.':e south eastern outskirts of Londcn in the London Borough 
o f Greenwich. Sare of the early buildings in the llorouc_;h , rank aITDngst the finest in l'lestern Europe . Eltham and 
i ts ne=by neighbour Shooters Hill, boast r..my fine buildings which arc described in '"Il1e Buildings of Greenwich" by 
Alan Glencross . 'I11is book was recently brought to our attention by English journalist, J, Freeman, who is writing a 
series of a=ticles en Australian towns with English counterparts, 

Eltham has royal associations whim <JO back to 130S wh'"n Bishop Bek pres,.mted his recently a::rrpleted manor house to 
Edward , Prince of l-Iales . 'lne building cecarre Elth.,;;; Fala02 and w<,s the hare of British rronard1s for ov-er 200 years, 
'lhe Palace was extended and rebuilt during t!1-i.s t iirl? and was later subjected to extensive ransacking . 'Ille only 
buildings of the rredie·Ja l palace whim r e·min = · ±e Grea1: Hall and !·ba-.: :Sridge (c. 1479) 'Ihey have b...->en extensively 
restored and are ,.cw occupied by the Jns titutP- of Arrrrj Education . 
~ar Eltham Palace is Eltharn Lodge b-'..iilt between 1663 and 1665 for Sir John Shaw. It is an outstanding exarrpl e of 
lest.oration da:-estic architecture. 

'i'hil e Greenwich a"ld ne arby l~::,.-~,:h cevelq_:,ed through foe centuries into considerable towns , . Eltharn 10..ng ::::e.'lained a 
village . Eltham High Street retained the atrrosphe re and architecture of a village street until the early 1930's but 
subsequ2nt road widening and re- building have left little trace of that atrosphere . Many fine buildings have however, 
b...""€n preserved in the a...rea. Elt.'1WTI Palace and Eltham Lodge · are outstanding examples but many others are listed as Gr.::ide 
11 bnilcings by the D':part:rrent o f the Envirornrent. 
'lhe English Eltham like our a.·m a?!)c>..rently c-cnsiclers itself a little different fran other areas . Typical of the attitude 
o f the residents seerr.s to i:e the Eltham Socie L-v w!--.ich tr,nrs itself an arrenity orgar.i.zation. I t is involved in historical 
and environnental matters , town planning and the arts. 

Fonrer· Presid?nt of our society , Charis Pelling established contacts beb-n the two El thams sare years ago but they have 
notbeen pur:oueci as visorously as r.-,ay be cesir?ble . Perhaps the visit of Mr . Freem,n and his work on returning to Englar, · ·, 
rnay help to stimulate a cor.:esponclence J:e~n the bu ~eas . N:? would be interested in hearing fran anycne interested 
in pursuing this matter . 

NILllJMf3IK HIS'IORICAL SCCIB'IY 

Secretm:y, Ke•r..n Patter.sen has advised o f two items of interest. 

1, Qi Sunci'l.y M,!rc.'1 23::c U-cre will be a bus trip to Kyneton. Forner Nillw.bik Presieo.nt Irene 'I\rrvey , , who is !c1cro. 
to rrost of ou., :cerrL--ers, r:ow lives at Kyneton. She will acccr.~ny visitors on a guided tour of t he historical lccatia1S 
o f the to,·m, Enquiries snould be !l'ade to Bruce Wadesm 438 1940. 

< • .• -1· 

2. 'll1e lcng a1:ait.ed history of the Shire o f Diar.Dnd Valley is · e.~c.:ted to be relee..s..,·,(i'. si1ortly: 'll1is b:x:k ~itteii .by 
Dianne D::·,:c>.rds wiil be alJ:ost a caipulsory purchase for i:eople ir,t.e:::1:;;ted in t.'1e history of tbe area. 

Peter Bassett- Smi '::11 
President 
712 0260 

I, 

Russell Yeoman 
Secretary 
439 9717 
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