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shire of eltham h istorica~o,t ie"ty 
p.o. box 137, eltham, victoria, 3095~ ~,~ 

newsletter no.13 july 1980 

NEXT MEET! NG 8PM WEDNESDAY 9TH JULY, 1980 

SHIRE OFFICES 

895 MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

SUBJECT: HISTORY OF PHOTQGqAPHY 

SPEAKER: TED ROTHERHAM 

The hi story of nhotog r :,nhy re :; ll :1 co!!lm~nced in the 18:,0 1 s :md the early dev~lop~ent of thie me-J ium thus 
coincirl~d ,1ith ;m i,:-,oorL,nt r,er io j in ,,ustr ,; li a 1 s his tory. J.i.:,ny ~-3!'lects of .-.ustr :, li :, n h istc, :ry ·.i uri ng 
the ~e 1t 50 o~ $ 0 y~~r s Aer e r e corded on fil~ . ~ ha subjec t of cur ~e~ting ~111 be the birth of 
-photc!;r :..phy ,:..nd its deve l opt'lent over this perio~, ·,11th empha:,is on t he .-.ustr c:li r: n s:!en,1. 

Ted Roth~rh«m is :; man of m~,ny inter~sts. He is n~rh sps best known to :r,em':ers a s Fr t•siderit cf the 
,-larr ,,!1dyte ~astcric::l Scciety. ii~ is, l,o ·-•c:ve r ;:; lso ~:e ll i-:no·,rn in the fie l ds of ~r,nto t:r'l ~ilf <iCd .-rnstrelLrn 
pl ~n t3 . Fr ofa~~i ic a :1!.ly , he is ~ sen ior lectur .~r in the Sc hool of Photogr ~phy ~t · tf.1.e ~:loy;l !·! ~lbou.:rne 
Institute of 'i' echnolo7y. .i-i is invol ve:1ent .: ith :i nu•1;:,er o: r,hotogr a ::ihic an:l ndurc.l histor / or·=;~ ni 7, 0:. tions 
incl1..1~e s s,:., e r al ·re ars ,_. s President of the Melbourne C4'lero Club. Hr. Rot herhc:.':1 W3 S cb,irmJ n oi' the 
editori , l co:'i!ni. ttei:: o: the :.ell known Reed pu-Jlic :•.tion r<'lc,wers and Pl ants of ·v1ctori a :;.nd was rt>s po!1sible 
for many of t he pl·1otogr '"-".'JhS in tha.t book . 

In conj unction •.'1itl1 thit: t ,, llc Ted ·.·: ill show a number of items of early photogr;; phic equiv:nent and som'! 
other it~·,1s whL::h he calls "i'Tlages". 
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The subject of t his r.1~etin~ is sl.!re to be of wide interest. Visitors and new members are welcome to attend, ; l 

On <:2 tu.t::!.;,:r l~th Jnl7 ;; t. 2.3c p ,L1, members of the society ,;nd their friends .ire invited to visit the 
me .tcry of th~ ::il t:ssed .3 acre:nent fathers in 3ond s Ro .:d , Lo:-1er f'lenty. 

This build i ng is u r!!l :, ';ively recent pc1rt cf th1: history of the nre j , having been built in thre e sbges 
in th~ 1 ·950 1 s . It h Js ho·-1ever stron~ly influenced the character of the i:rea aIY..1 is considered tc be of 
some loc ;, l :.rrnort J.P.ce, 

The mon :; ztery i:; ~t pr~!sent un-used and is occup ied by two c aretaker. priests. A proDosal to use it as a 
drug reh 3bilit ~tio.n cent:-c is ;;t :1r e.,,ent the subject of 5-..ipr ~r.:e Court proceedi.ngs. 

This is co n:i i<ie ~~ r:i t o be ;in ;;,1-o ropri,~te time for a visit bec ause of the poss.ibility of a ch : nge of o c cur.,:.;nr.;: 
in t he nri:;.~· f 1.1t .2c. 7he resi•le nt priests h :;ve be~ n involved with the monastery sinc e its inception nnd · wil l 
be g o~a. <) to prc, ld<! .;n excellent guidi:d tour. 

The mon:istery ad joins th~ Y:;rr a nivel' at the southcirn end of Bonds Road (Helw ay 33 B3) 

The iU r.h .:r.: ':i:ar ~l! :norLal H;;ill is becoming incre ;; sin~ly unsuit able :is ;, loc ation for society m,,eti n,;s due to 
the oper ,: tio!1s of ;;he :;ite r schoo l child r ~ns ' pL1ygroup, ('rhis commf!nt should not be t ..iken as :i criticizm 
of th~ r, l ,., y;:;rou:i . They o !:vlo:1sly put th,, h :i ll to zood use) It is considered necessary to 1' ind ;. new' 
loc ation f o:r rn~f!t:.nss , p~rti e,1L1rly where gu-="st spe~.kers ore invlted, 
The July r.,c{! t fr'.; will i.:'-'! h-~l d at t he i lth ,un Shir o 0.ffic~s. :ic1vever ;;is the meeting are a cannot be book~d 
on :1 r c!I• ll ar b 0.sL; it i::; n,:c~!ssary to cont inue the s~.;irch f or ,. mora s uit .. bJ. o "i1mr.e" , 

The mutte r of aooointm9nt c f of fi ce bearers for this ye ar h~s now been SJtisf ~ctorily re sol~e~ . Fol lo~ine 
the': filli n:: l ) f v~c.:nt po,,1tions :-i t _the Specid Me ct i nG of t h,~ s ociety on 1t1 th N,-;y, the comp l e t•.:" 11st of 
ofl'ico be~,rer s is now .is i'ollo·.,s: -

Oe tty ·,ioo:l !.Ju;rn, Cr . Al .: n l:k,1,;:er 

),1 
ff 

F 
! : 



.f~~;::J,.U.2!L.':'..:;::.t.1!.S flr:ter 3ass<'! .,-Smi th , G·,;e n .2aker , Jch .;bel1 1 Phyllis l·iacdonald, 3r1ic·e l,es s , Jim ,:i i rh ;ell 
."1.. \Jn J:nj; h. 

The M~y 111ee:ti1::; W;.;.3 held ,.t !font s ,tlv at .ind '.Hs adrire:,sed by :Ht3,nu::'.i Jor i;en::;en . F.e provided an int~l'<'!stltr 
acc:->unt c1' .til:·: f::- u.Yling of l·'or.ts ~lvat ?Y his f _.:.!;h~ r , its r:J ~;,'"l or,!'!lent 2.nd the peonle • . .; ho h !lve been inve,lv ed 
wit n it. hemoers in~p ected the ~re~t d ~ll witn its extensive col l ~ction of p~intings bJ Justu9 J org~n s en. 

On 25th ifay "' g:roup of society ·:1ember s visited four e :.irly 3 1 th ;;m buildings. 

Th~ tour st ar ted in =.:t y Street at the. cott .J~e originally o..rned by the F ;; lkiner family. Mr. R . M:; yn ;i.r d '•ho 
~wned the co~~ sg e_unt~l recently p~o~i~ed co~rn ~nts ~nits hi~tory ~ The nex t , building_ visited v~s ~1~ formerr 
nome .nnd sG1u 1. o ol ;;r~ist ,Lilt~ .,· 1.1. tn~rs i n ..:o lton ;>treet. 1ni s 1s no ·,; tn<:J no,~e of tne .lilso n f :.i •nily ·,ho 
kind ly :,,;.vc p~:-M issicn for t l:e ins pe ction. Th e c; rou;i then visited t ·,10 ho us'!s in !b in J o ;,d datiP. f{ f ro:n the 
1850 1 s the for :-:1er J :..rrolci cott,,5 e n~ ;; r 0.i l.ton Jtreet ;.,nd the Living ;md Le..r ning Centre. ;,t the ·L,tter 
former owner Mrs.~. l itzpatr i~k spoke wi th t he members. 

A snull group of m~·nbers rece ntly worked on cle.:.ning u-;, the su.rrotmds of the :.::1y Street cottage. It ts soon 
to b~ tr ,nsferr~.:i t o the '.:ounc::. l ;, nn ownl'! r ship .,. t present is iilmost in .i. s t at e of limbo. It w;; s t herefore 
thought thd so·~e responsibility should be t ,,ke n for ensuring t:rn t the property retains a. pr t!sc:ntable 
11.ppe ar .;nee. 
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Soci '?ty subscript ions for 1 930 :ire now overd ue. P~yments h;ive beer. more pro"r;:., t th:rn in previous ye;irs, but 
s o:ae subscrl ntio r:$ !'em;; in outst ,rnd ing . Ple:ise complcte t:-,e membership for!:! ar.j cmestion;;i::-e -.. hich ,,us ,',· J 
enclc,s cci wlth the !-: ., ,, r;•e'.:sletter .i nd forw ar d ·,iith your subscri;>tion to the above address. Subscriptions i 
.11re: k.l ult :-> 3.00 St·1::ient n .c,o F ;,mily r-5.00 i 
IHFORHATIC IU.F ~:nnsD .·• r ,,:1 

,: ·. 
A· re 11 uest fC'l' i nfor.-.i;,.':ion h.is bee n r ec~ ive :l f!'o:n P .. tricio. Full.1r·ton who is writinv. a book about the :.i.rtis t. Ji 
Hugh R:i:nsay. r!~ Jived i:i :=:1tb.•n with H,r ley -'.,rif.fiths :ind liorm an Ga.rter in the 1g90, s. 11nyone with :i ! 
infornatio n en R ,·, ·ns.1y sho uld co nt ;;ct _the se c ret.i.ry. t . 

l'1 As ?a-rt cf the ,,st; ;, bli sh'.!:e n t of an information syste:n by the Shire of :::1th2m, the St i! te L:tbr;;.ry of Victoria !. 1 
has .: upplied 4:o the :::ouncil il ;; -iid e to histor ic :.il source s held in the collections of th" L:;trobe and ., 
Ref~rer.ce Lib-r .:;ries. It co:nr:r·ises a t-:,:~lve p.-i g e d ocll11ent which is prim .;rily a gllide to sc:.irces of historkal ' ' 
1nfor!'"u;tic n 011 t. :1-:! ;ire, within th~ !)resent shire bound.,r ies and other ~,rea.s r.e .:. rby er f o!'mer ly · . .;ithin the , .~ 

' municip .tlity. It c: o<'!:-; no':. ;i s a rule i nclude infor:'.! ;,.tion on the 3eographical or natur.;l history aspe~ts of ·-
the distri•:!t . · Th~ so,.irces are .irranged in s ec tio ns a.s follows~- ·· ,,:,., .. ,_.,. 

Bi bliogrnhies 
· Book5 ~nd · P ,:nohlets 

Seri .;l:, · 
Elector .l Rolls 
Dir,,ctories 
StatisUcal material 
M:i.os 
Pi~to r i al o:teri~l 
M.inuscripts 

A co~y ot the docu~~nt is . vail2ble to any interested member. 

Tho Melbourr:!; ·?, H~t.ropolit :..n Bo,..rd of ,forks h ::: s presented the society with a co py of its recent 
public ~tion ·,i th t he r ; ther extr ; ordinJr:, title of 11Di;imond Creek o ;"l sin Stud y , Part 1. ,,. Gor.rnend ium of 
F actors ~elriv ,·- nt to Stor r:,1-11t~r Flows ." P ::rts of t h is 13~ ]'H3e document ::.ire ;; bout :i s interesting ~s the 
titl e wolll [i tnd i c:;..te . .3ome of it provides interesting re .id i ng but its gre ;; test value is as. 2. reference 
source. 

·ri-,e book cov,J:r~ the whole of the Di :.~:ond Greek catchment from ::":lth :-;r.1 t0 Kir,e l al<e and include s sec tions en 
geology, scil s , ve~~ t , ':.icn, cons e rv ~t ion, historic~l J evelopme nt ~nd de t ~iled descriptions of existing 
couHtio ns -~101:g tf1e cree'.c ;;cd i ts trii::ut1J.ries. It cont:.ins many photoe;r '.l phs, both recent :rnd historical 
:ind many m.Jps il.lustrating v :.rious :i spe cts of the report. 

Thi! studv ccnb ins litt l e origin,l m;;. teri al of interest t o society members but represents a ,very useful 
exercise· in Ge tting together ;_ 1 .. rge .imount of previously widely sc a ttered information. 

l.zOfiA'rIO NS TO_ ']'dc; _ _:;ocET'Y 

The f am ily of !;he l ate Endie Aricierson of 11 'la r·r.i. Vale", Mt. Pleas;nt Ro.;id, have donated to the society 
several old f .,~•j.ly i:-:: pl ements inclL,ding :.m e;.rly woode::-1 WJshir:g mach i ne and :. p:lir of bl acks:nith 1 s bellows, 
The do n 'ltion r ~sul.t~d · fro 'l1 2 cle.cin up of the ;i roP'~rty foll.:i'.-lin;; i ts s;ile. 'rhe ,,nder scn f v'll ily ;; re _ to be 
comi'lended f or th ~ir reco gnitio n of th!! Dossibl.e value to other::; of these it '":ns no_ lon-:er r e-,uil· e ~: cy ~~cm. 
These i mn l e;n ~nt!3 :,r,~ in need of .some r estor ;;i ti6 n and for the time be ing have been sto:red along with -01.nex· 
soci e ty ac~llisitions. 

The n;~xt society CO"•nittee rne eting ·,ril l be on .vednesday 13th August. Bc1siness will include disc 11ssion 
of the :,octet / ' :--: cc,i1t ribution t o thi; .::1.tt :i:n CCJin,nuni t y 1" ,:i :;tiv.i.1 which wi l l b~ hel.c1 this yc ,1 r fr c~i i +th 
to 26 th O~tob!r. Pl~ : 3e oont ~ct ~ co~~ittee mc~ ~e r if you h iv e any irl~.s on t h! society's pJr ti c lpation 
in t he f est iv:,1. or ;c11y other tJ·.1 s i!iess for cons id er ::i.tion by the comm"lttee, 

K11.th Stnphe!1s on 
PrtJ:, l. d ~n t: 
4~,:: ,:;-;<, 

, Russ<?ll Yeoman 
Se cret .Rr y 
!~ :19 q717 
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