
shire of eltham historical society 
PmO. box 137, eltham, uictoria, 3095~ 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEElING --------

8 P,M, WEDNESDAY 11TH MARCH, 1981 
ELTHAM SHIRE OFFICE 

895 MAIN RoAD,ELTHAM 

DISCUSSION PANEL "EL THAM REMEMBERED" VISITORS ,":ND NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 

1. Apologies 

2. Minutes of 1980 Annual General Meeting 

3. Annual Reoorts 
. ( a) 

( b) 
( c) 
(d) 

President's Report 
Secr ~tary's Report 
Treasurer's Report 
Other Reports 

4. Election of Office Bearers 1 981 
All office be arers r e ttre and are eligible for re-election. Nom inations for all positions sho uld be 

submitted in writing to the secr e tary pr ior to the meeting or will be accepted at the meeting . Office 
bea_rers required are: -

President 
Vice President (2) 
Secretary 
Assist ant Secretary 
Treasurer 
Committee Members (4) 

5. Fixing of Annual Subscriptions 

6. Any other business which may be considered by the General Meeting (Det ails of such business should 
be supplied in writlng to the Secretary prior to the meeting.) 

ELTHAM REMEMBE'.'\ED 

JUring the lifeti?ne of many loc al residents Eltham has changed from a sleepy little country village to 
an ·expanding residenti.al, suburb with a busy shopping centre. Some e ar ly Eltham buildings and other 
features remain but by f ar the gre ater number have now disappe ared for ever. The town was tr aditionally 
spread out along Main Ro ad (or Maria Street) and its near environs. To many of us the many early photos 
along the road are the only knowledge we h ave of its appearance many ye ars ago. 
Some local residents rec all the i ltham of many year s ago and a group of these people will discu~s their 
memories of ?.:ltham e.t the i,.nnual t". eeting . 'l'hey will includ e Mrs. ii:. Reynolds, of Rese ar ch, Mrs. H. Bird 
of Pitt St. and Mr. F. Burgoyne of . Bridge St.It is expected that they will be joined and assisted in the 
recol-lections by some of their fri E1 nds. The discussion will be on an informal basis with opportunities 
for members to participate. . 
Two recent matters involving b uilding s of Old Eltham have assisted in providing inspire.tion for the 
subject. Pres_ident Kath Ste9henson ha s been researching the history of the former C.B.A. bank near 
John Street with a view to appropri ate recording of its histor1.c al significance and preservation of the 
building. The other matter concerns the fo rmer Police St ation which is to be v acat ed ty its occu_piers, 
the Vermin and Noxious .ieeds Des truction Section of the Depar tment of Crown La nds and Survey. The 
property may be offered for sale and its future is at this stage uncertain. 

HERITAGE "ilEEK 23rd - 29th MAR CH 128], 

Heritage :leek is oromoted by the National Trust with a large nrogramme of property openings, tours, 
exhibitions and other special events. Full details are available from the Trust by phoning 654 4711. 
Events of local interest are as follows ;-

Special Opening Gulf Station, Yarra Glen, 28/29th, 12-5prn 

Speci al Opening Banyule Gallery, Heidelberg, 29th, 10am - 5pm, with 
guided tours at 11. 30 i:!T!d 1.30. 

Heidelber g Festival 29th , includ ing sp eci al opening of He idelbe r g Court House, 
1 2-6pm, Loc al historic al. to ur and bicycle/walking tour along the Yarr a Valley 
from Chelsworth Pal'k, Ivanhoe, 10am. 

Historic al Display, Stotewid<'! 3uilding Society, Hain Road , Eltham . 16th-27th. '~ 



HP.\ GO!ill 1.:-f AOU;l)UC'l' TOUR 

Follo·,,ing on discussion on the 1':aroowlah A.queduct 1 its pr..st and future, e t the l ast society meeting an 
inspection of unused "nd still or,er,,ting sections of the aqueduct will be me.de on 3uI1day 22nd Narch . 
It will include wdlci.ng .'.: l ong sections of t,1e aoueduct wi t h trans -;or t by private c :::· between the several 
acces s l ocations. Al t hough it "lill be nece ss,iry to we.lk l1ack to the c ar s along each section of the 
sq1ieduct, it nay be possible to or 6 .:mize a shuttle sy st1e~11 fo1· anyone who f'inds it difficult to walk long 
dist ances . B e c ause the ·walk will be in several relutively short secti.ons, some sections :nay be omitted 
for those with less U.me or energy . 
1'he inspection ,·Jill co·~:ne nce at 1- :,0 p . m. where the aqueduct crosses !,fain Rd., Research, just below 
Eltham CoHege . Pa1·k ing is available at the f actories beJ.ow the aqueduct . 
The Maroondah Aciueduct was (and in p ar t still is) pa~·t of Melbourne • s water supply system . It carried 
vater over the 66 km . from the Ma;roondah Hesenroir on the ,/atts River at Healesville to the Preston 
Reservoir. Of this length , 41 km . W6re open channel , :LO km ., tunnel through hills and 15 km. in 14 
inver t ed siuhons across stream ,;alleys. · 
The ro:lte of the aqued.uc t ts north o t' Ta:r r awar•ra and Yarra Glen, along the Yarra escarpment south of 
Christmas HE ls and crossing Wat.sons Cl' eek i nto the present Shire of Bltham near Henley Rd. The eastern 
part of the route liAs e ntirely ,,, ithin 'che for :ne1· bo1mdaries of the shire. The aq ueduct passes south of 
Kanga:!' co Ground to Research and crosses the DiEJnond '.;r ;;ek t,y siphon at All end ale Rd. ., Eltha'll North. It 
then extends to Rese1•·voir via St. He le::1a, Greensboroug'.1 North and Bundoor a. 
Wat ~r fir st flo Hed th.t'ough the aqueduct in February 1891. when it was f ed by a diversion we ir on the 
Watts Hiver. Records of the building of' the aqu0duct indj_ca.te that it was a significant construction 
acheivernent. 
The present Maroondah Reser voir was co:npl eted in 1927 e.nd the aqueduct was enlarged at th at time to take 
incre ased flo ,,:s . 
Further details of the history of the Maroond ah Reservoir 1md. the aqueduct are available in the M.M.B.W. 
publicattons Living City No. 26 (19?9). 

• About 10 years ago the section of the aqll.edu.ct through and north of Research was replaced by a largo 
pipe and that section of the channel. is now u:-iused. Tho ch.anna l h as remained largely inta ct (unlike 
sections at Greens borough and BunC..)or a where lcn3 l engths of the disused a1ued uct have bee n demolished 
or fill ed in). The M.M . B. ·,v. have relinquished control of the disused a ~ued uct reset"ve which is cr own 
land., The Shire of Elth ,3m is to t ake cr:in.trol of this se ctt on o.f t he roserve c1s a linear park. No decisio.ns 
have be en made with regard to t he future of t he a:~ueduct H,:,elf. ' 
Easterly from Re -earch the aquedu ct is still in use but is to be replaced by the recently constructed 
Sugarloaf to Research water main. ;rho aqueduct will then or:ly remain in use between Ma.roondah and 
Winneko (Suga:-loai') Re servoirs. 
The Maroondah Aqueduct is considered to be an i mportant historic structure, not just to the local area 
but to t he rDe tropolitari a:te a generally , The Yan Ye an Aqu~duct, pal't of Molbourne 1 s earliest water 
supply syster:1 , was destroyed a bo \,1.t 20 :;ears ago when a replc1cement pipe was la.id in the ch anne l itself. 
The Maroonda.h Aqueduct and the l at() r O' .Shanna ssy Aqueduct -remain as t he only other aqueducts used to 
tr ansfer .wat er to l-1elboL1rn,~ fr om the main stor a ge :reser-.,oirs. Other aquedLtc ts in the Board 's syste:n 
aro located withj_n or aclj ac:rnt to moLrntain catcl:-.. 'l!.ents. 
For these r eosons it i.s cor:sid er ed im por t ant to pr e serve s:.i.tst o.nt ially int act long lengths of the 
disused aq ueJLtct , together with its bridges and other as soci ated str-uctures. Th er e has been no lrnc·m 
appliction for appropr i ate classification o:· ::-eg istration of the a ,-; ueduct and pc,rhaps IlO \v is a suitable 
time for the society to consider action along these lines . 

Kath Stephenson 

Presid,mt 
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Russell Yeoman 

Secretary 
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