
j 

1 
l 
l 
I 

shire of eltham historical society 
p.o. box 137, eltham, uictoria, 3095. 

ne sletter no.19 july1981 

NEXT MEETING 8 P,M, WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY, 1981 

WAR MEMORIAL HALL, 905 MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

DISCUSSION EVENING - EARLY HISTORY OF KANGAROO GROUND 

.- DISCUSSION LEADERS - JOY AND BRUCE NESS 

VISITORS AND NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME 

Some years ago for mer soci ety member Vera Jacks~? beg,an r e cora1ne . the ~istory of Kangaroo ~round on ~ 
l arg e man o f the area which sne h ad pr epar ed. ., nen s ,1e left the district the map was pass-d onto Joy 
Ness to add to the collection of local material alr eady h~ld by the Ness family. The map h as b~en .,. 
orogressively added to and, together with other mat erial ~rom the collection, will form the bas i s oi the 
discussion evening. 

Joy and Bruce h~ve been members of our society since its inception, Th~ir f amilies were_~ongst _the 
pioneers of the Kang aroo Ground 1:11'ea a nd the f am;1y r ecor ds, together wi~h the r ~search ... ,,at the:y have 
carried out, h av e r e sulted in quite an acc U!:lul a t1.o n of J.oc al historical information. • 
This meet i ng should pr ovide a .v alua bl e contribuU.o n to members knowl edge of the hist ory of the .~ a ngar<;>o 
Gr ound ar ea of t!:e Sh ire of.' r;1th a,'Il as well as providing an opportunity for enjoyable informal a is c ll::; s1on . 

__zoRMER_filJHAM EOLIQUTiiTIO N 

he Department of Crown Lands and Survey no longer re quires its Vermin and Nox ious weeds Office a t t he 
corner . of Ha in Ro ad and · Brougham Street, Eltham, amd The Public ',forks Department is investigating the 
future use of the building. 
The Eltham Shire Council has consider ed the matter and has resolved that it is of the view that the 

, building is cf historic al signific ance and part of the herit ag e of the community and that it should be 
retained. It ha s a s ked the society to consider the suitability of the bllildi ng s on the s i te f or llSe for 
historical purposes. This h as been considered by the Society's comm ittee and interest in the preservatio n 
of the buildings and use by the society has been conve yed to the Council. The matter is not yet finalized , 

The property is the site of the for mer ~ltham Police St ation and the existing main building was the 
police r ~sidence. It is beleived to d ate from about 1860. The lockup at the rear was demolished some 
years ago bllt the st ables r ema in a nd have been used as garages in recent ye ars. 
A licence for a police s tation at Eltham was first granted in 1856, A rented private house was used until 
a station could be constructed. 

This bllilding is of at le ast loc al historical significance in its own right, but it assumes more 
importance as part of a group of historical buildi ngs which also includes the adjoining Court House. 

SU3SCTT IPTIO NS. 

Subscriptions for this year are now overdue. There h as been a good response in p ayment of su'bscriotions 
but a nwnber are still outstand ing. As the y are the Society's ma j~r source of funds prom pt paym ent is 
desirable. Ple ase complete the form enclosed with the May Newslet .. er and forward with yolll' subscription 
for either new membership or renewals, 

Subscriptions are :-- Adult !!3 .OO 
Family r 5.00 
Stlldent ; 1 ,00 



At a Society discussion evening ea:rlier this ye ar Bruce Ness briefly mentioned a m1mber of ho-:-se 
driven ttcreshing mac!lin'.:! s used at Kang aroo Ground last csntury. B::-u,~e h os since ,mcovered a.dd itional 
information about t hese inter e sting m~chines. 

Jchn Bell, gr andson of ivilliam Bell was born at :K ar,g aroo Grot1nd in 184 8 . In J.910, writing about e arly 
settlers in the are a he mentions that about th" ye ar 1852 Hessrs. T. Bell and F. F.ogerson went h,,me to 
Scotland and imported a lot of plou,::hs and harrows and horse powered thre shing ma r: t1ines. A.pp uI·e ntly 
seven of these machine s were brought out and s~t up on t he farms of the Bells, Fr ancis 3 ogerson, Jose ph 
Stevenson, J a'.!les Johnston, .:mdre •,r "darkness (l a te::- J·ame s l-1 ess 1 s) und another, possibly Jmnes Donaldson 
or John Jard1.ne. 

The machines ",ere hors9 driven peg drum threshers. Tile y W1'1'e used to tlu•esh wheat, oats an<l barley; 
also to cut oaten chalf; and grind wheat and o at s • . Thre shing pri.or to this time was done by hand. 
The Horseworks were used at i\: a ngaroo Ground until a~) tlt 19::JO. After that the threshers were driven by 
Blackstone oil engin(!;s imported from England. 

Joh Ebeli has produced th'-' sketch below in consultation with Bruce Ness. 

Kath Stephenson, 
President, 
439 9588 

Russell Yeoman, 
Secretary, 
439 9717 
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