
NEXT MEETING 8 r, r'i. WtDN[SDff{ 9m SEPTEnBER, 1981 

WAf\ MEMORI/U. HALL, 905 MAIN ROAD, EL.THAM 

SUBJECT: THE SM ITHS_;~ND_OTHEr PIONEER _Fl\MlUES OF_ 

SMITHS GULLY 

~~-~J_tE~ll}fRS AND VISI_Toris fa.Rt WELCOME 

S:1tt!1s 1J-ull.y t:)•i1nsh:i.VJ n1r~1r St. Andrr1 ~li!3, :ln th G: nvrt bt.cn pa~.?t of thtt Sh'ire of EJ.tf1.~t1i!, t s today- )u3t, a 
:s:u3,ll gr OL!p of houses, e a0h ;_;~;ner ally on th.$ com-bin~C\ ca f!;i ::i o.f s~.Pl~\' al of the o:Ld tou;n:~Cd.;J ollc t.:!ir.:H~,t:_.; f 

Th r~:~~ 01·e no s~cp~ , sch~)ol or oth0r pD_'bllc fncilit1.es (altt1.Gu.gh the shop w!1ich h as existed for r:u1ny 
y0 u1's n·::arby a t the corner of Sr~i.ths G~J.lly Hond. a.nd the Y!HtLn road between Pairt:on Hill and ilt,. P..11.d:rcw~ 
is no;,1 called the Smiths Gully Stor ~),. 

T·~e town ,,;as not &l -ways s.u~::h a ~ackwat~,:r., It was onee a busy gold.f'le-ld.s settlement, c ent;.-Hll y locut:r: 1.l 
on the Cal edo nis. Dj_ggings . Whilst I t ·.·ras la.~:,gely ovcrshado;,,f';rl by Learby Queenstown or St:. Andte ".'1S ~ :Lt 
did contain all the usual town ship f1w 1., _:! ti -;;3 of the day including a school , 1'iechanks Iustitut(, f\l,d 
shops(\ 

1~ he_ orig1~1,31 Smith of Sm:i.ths Gully is said. to be one S.3..~U.t7.: Srai th., an Englif;h engirH:ie·:., who made his 
me.rk in 'tne area .as a goldfi elds bu.t~hr:1, . ~~his rriee t'!.ng· witl b~ a d:.seussion f:t\ .. e:ni.ng, cr.nc-~r1t ::ating 
genera' 1 v- c-n S~d ths l}ulJ.y and mor 3 p:.i:rt-J.cul.arl:r on tr,.,3 Smith f 6!!1:i.ly and some otho1· pioneer famJ.lles ~)f 
the a:';a: 'd,; have i nvited t.o t h1: meeting !1~. K$S tl! .',m1th of Donca,;;ter who is ;;. gr·eat grandson oi' S.2_·:1<i.el 
Sm:i.th ur,G. iH al s o a descendant of t11(, Dtb.eP -;:·ion.'H: t f:~,1·i.i.i:::; , t.lle J cyces and the Hopklns()!1t . I:~'2:tth ~.\as 
after- his fa'Ttily left S:niths Gul"!.y b \1i; i)t-S gleaJ.~.~3::l mn~!1 i:.1. f 1.)tr"! <.·t".;;:~_on fro't1 farnily r.eGords and 7L:n"ti.cvlarly 
f-:.· o:n hi.s :rrother Mrs. Gr ace Smith who c\ie,:i_ ea~ l iE,·: t:Yls :,rca.r·.1 a<:;nd 9'1 ( '.;·ai,• i1!ewsJ.etter Ifo . Hl Huy 1981). 

0th.er descendants of the pionee.r.• f srr.i.l:lt35 hav,~ tLs-~n ir!i1ited .. l.,o the mGe:~ting to join in the di s c 'J.ss i.o no · 
Samuel S!11tth had 1'!ig:lt ehildr~n and conta(;t b9tl11een tb.e vs.:r:i.r,us l.n~cu::~hes of tbe famil.Y h as lkH~e lost 
c\rt~r ~he ye~n·s. We are grateful to the Dia'Tion6. Valle;/ ~-h.:·.Js fer publishing a :-3hott art~_clc in the hope 
of attract ing other f,:.1.-nily mt~rr:bers t.o cur hiet~~ting .. 

In HovembGr 1 978 the Soci~1ty oond~J c te·U. ru.1 ex~11J·!:5 i,;1.1 tn tt,.e 6t" ..-fn.:i:re • .- z anO. SrGit.hs Gt.Uly cree::.s 1.e<l hy 
m~rob~u·s of t ho J oyce f w2~ ly. That s;~:~~Ll...i:'~:ion a~-::.;·ac~-0.~ n .::!D.:-iii'1-e~c of· J~H::11'ib£?r,s: · 6f ~,:. Ol1·.:!8I' larn1.1ies cf' the 
area. Notes. and tapes of diSC!t.::::s:i.o!iS hu\re bee:1 kA"pi: . .:;.,nd 1.lill be used· to r.ssi;~t: in th.B. n-~et~.rig . 

Ti~J:l. 5 r;reoting vli. 11. follow the infcir;Jl&l :1i3(;US.:.~icr· J:·At'te:rr,. ~.tiJ.t:-h h~; h~::en usr?•:! (!Uii:3 silcces sf :..1.l J.v by 

. ~g~ns~~;~~~;;-~ -!n~11~:~~r s~;c:~~e~;. m~~~\~~;j}:~\.;~·~;~~s 0 ~· }G~:,-~~ i:~~ ;:;~t~~rJ:tj_t:/·;t1;~~g~:/ 2 i~el' . 
addtti.on to providi~g an entertai.ni:1g ~ver,:i,;:;g f(\i1 ll~!:t~1-ar::"! lt :i.s cxr,~~ctcd that the di,:;c us sien -~,ill 
r esult in n.ddttior!81. in .. f'ormatlon ·co G1..tppJ. G1:t.cnt.. ~-.k;,:;1.iJt:r 111·;coT:Js B.nd- :-..~~ggest fu.r thcn:• ~':'Hi3 of 1,c:.,~arch" 

This year':, festival wUl be held fi·c--n Eth r,,, lf:·l,iJ n,:;tcber ., ·,,,-J.t!~ ti1e i'est:LvaJ. iH,rc~,ia b~~ng h"ld on 
SatLn'dn.y 17the In recent yecrs the Sc,cj0ty 1'·.:..:::.~ r~ .. ::.~:~ ·1.r: !p o.ted. '" in ,;he prr~:;6,;;) an.d al.so org:1n.i.zed d display 
fo-r- ti1·~1 f est i val. .le have · .. ;on rn1 :::y~s -;:,:,r .:_,11;~- r;.s~r;;Cl.) -~nt:T";,1 fot th(" last t· .. ,0 Yt-,,.':\;:,s,. 

'.rrte ~)()f;'lrnttter~ h;.:s 
shoul·J ~gain ~nt.er 

~:j_,1en preiimina:ry cons:i.,::.~~:~;.t.:,)t'. t\,·: r.. .• u.r 1·D:;: tt1.:i1::.::.t1.on .snJ i!: h;:;is 1)(.!~n ,..1 ~:,1.·e:::::~1 
the proc~S'Jion . This P,a·ct:: .· ,_; ~-1~ ; it:- d'.i Scusf_;ed at the .;ept.e":~:-;er t1r~tt:t i:·~r.:. 

, ~ ... ... .. .. ·' 

that -.:e 



::'~1 e J"anua~·y 1?81 1 ssue cf tn.1.s r.c\".t~l,:t ·!.;er 
by the V:tct01·'io.n Pla-:!~ Na~!:e:3 -:;c. ·:tti ·.;-ree t0 
generally knc,wn as the Jj_ tha:1 l'i.i ,;r f ~ir-1: .. 
Society f;1-·.rou..red the latter r1:Jme ... .:;,·j-.., ;_(·n 
h e.s as signed the n ame il.l istuir Kr~::)X Park ., 
a llowed for for mal obj e ~tious . 

contain~d d~: t,~~ ... 13 c.: f ~~ n:r· ... )nosa1 :1n'lo:-r i.nvest :;_g rJ..tJo n 
a:--:s:tgn tha Dh.:i1() A~_isti:~'!.r li1c z ;?-:~·i:.: iA; t:1. °' 2.re.3 
":'' lH, F1 f.,!_'.:;· l~~J.''•0S ';,)t!!:1:j_tte~ W:lS od11l.~i:d tnct1. this 
t'.L ~S no·ri r.2r:.r~ :-:-acei.v~d that the . ."' l ...... c~ i\croeB Com:itt te e 

'PhP- µi-·t)~:cs .:.) is br:)j_n.f.; aU·"~rtis::.>d ~c.d t :.-Jo ffiOl'"!ths r .. re 

·.rh-3 Soc1.~ty 1 s committee h as cc-,ns :l. dc-:.·~d th tB l a-!~~st ~J·,1ice onl h·tS tle ci<leG tbat the mB tter shcn.ld 
not be purs:ie.d by the i::>~)cj_ety . ATt(tc~-:.,:h the dec:t ~:'.ic .o is nc-t in acco:::·d c.nct1:: \Ti'th it~:; wi s hes it i.s 
ce n;, i d ered ·t hat th,~ Soctety 1 s vie\._:·:~~ h::it:--e !)een su-ffic i·~·n t l y aired. 

/ldvtce has be ~n rece i '?.;ed tha t a.a hi stct':ico: 1 ~ c~-~r.y :-· ;;.::; rccc.nt~.y been formed at Yarra Glen o lt has 
ap!)a1.--e :-,tl y be~n stimul a te d by histc-r1.c ~~ resea-r,;ti !..,~~ir1i, c:-.rr ·L i:-:d out by ~'l !:-; rou.p of lccc.1 peeinle . 
Yarr a Glen, no·.-r 1t th"L n thn Shi:re cf -~~·-~r~ 1 ~~::{i·1ll~ ·;;·s,:; f&T t cf tl"'...; .-:;us t Riding of ~be 3ht rr~ of El th~u1t 
until 195g. '2he ~yr i e bro~it(;rs ~ar i .~t ~)~~·tc1· :,J i~t.J -;.1. :~v..: F.G:'e a ~ :hen knc ;.,;n ~s ?arl''R lt'lats , 
esta.b!. i.sly,;;j [! d.r ~Y -'.;r c1ck to t h·~ir 1,ror2r ty th!'ov.gh r;1 t riz1~ and R c:r1gar oo Grnuntl s ,\l'hlch r o~1gi!Iy--::, 
followed thr! J..ir1e .:,_r the pJ·esent r-1ai11 R')rtd 1l L-~ 

The oa.r ly htsto :r· y of tho c.1?:~ee 1.)f ,:1.s l inl.r r~ d 1.-:t th EJ.tt:J::1 b11t its as:.:c,cj.a.ti.ons. now tll'e mere with L i lydal e 
a nd Heu1.esv1lle. 
'Ile loc.k fo.!.'t.·-'2-rC to fr~-~rK~ly Cf.' ~t&et ~).th t.~Je .lit~'tt :i~1 ::::i~: y e.s wt-:h ott'~t!r r.!~fi.l' by 3oci1)ties. 

This pc;.pe:r h ~~::. cc. .~n:cnc,2 d a. se1~:1.ts 1..,:,f' c11·t :c.:i~s er.:. :l:!..stv!·j_'-~ l ocal. b,.1 iid.in5~ . Ti ~~ SoGie-'cs i!: p2.·o --.,, .. Lding 
infv1~rn <ACt ion n.nd e•.:-,!1t?.cts ior i::::t.~~ .:.'"'\o'"if;~"4-;"" ~n.r t h~ ::i·Ci r..:).cs l' ~~ub,if~r:tfJ t:o .f(1l'· !Jav-e inc:Lud,:d Wini"""·v, 
C.:ott a.g"~ , Elt.he:-:1 Prir.13~y School a1Y3. t!Je forr-:~1."' J:,.:-.i--.:::,J_~·! cottng-?: nr:,clJ? DeJ.tor~ cit·r~st .. Ai-i.r rne::,t-::::,: ·.vho 
c an assist "'l'·ith sng g::! stions or ).2:.f'\.:T~otj c;, tor a1~1:i.(!}.e;-; is ~!.~k~d to conta(!t ,;:le Soc;-:E,t c~r-=y " Th<: !J~ 
is to be cor.1mendc d or! its pr.crr.ot'lor.1. (-.~-- JJ":.'";al ·tr! tt·!.s \i.u.y . 

This ts _th::,; ti.tl!: of an l.:r:.prJ-rt ~1~t c~.noe-:1·a.pht~ ~1 l-:LiJy r;f th~ 8t1l1e uf Eltht-:Jn ·l:!~.1.l';h h:;.s re:r,i:.ntly been 
e; omplcteq:. i:lnd is avtJ.i l s.bJ.2 f·rc,~ 11 th!:.· .Sh.}.:re Gf :f.i:~i::-s r~i~ ecvst of f} 100 . It is l ax·gr1J.y .the wori of th~; 
Counci l,'s· Strtitegtc Pl fitl.r.1.t~r M1·c LorJ.:i. r·r:::.nc.~S(!O!:l.. ih,;) rnajor-;_ty of the stud2,1 c,)n .s ~~r',:s , ... i.: .st:;t'lsttc:il 
informat·1on 01.1 the Shi. r e~ a~d an:~.Jysi.-; c.-f ·i;t ·lt i:1.;.'cr c:::+"i0n. It uls~ contc:l ns s ~~ti 1.)r.:s c.,::.-i tb.3 r1hysic:;J . 
characteristics and htstory ct· t.h:~ J;.:.::.:··f' \,Tr-ltt.rH1 ':):- ~~:..:s~.:ell Yeo;:u~.n\, 

The ·1st 11dy ... ;.iill pro 1!ide: a u.ne-:ful b2~s:i.!.; .fc~.: fc1·wc:.1·cl plc.rr-~ir~ i n b0tl1 the r~tlJl'i.c enJ pri 7eJ;~ s~cto11 s .. 
It can al s ~ provide t m?o~·t<1nt: st"'--.:l:"1i·:·.e32. ~.n:C rJ :-:- 01,c-.~-'i. ·,r; f·,:;r s•1r ious hi:,tor1cej_ rese;;:rch. 

It:-.oM ·t hi s Sc6i.et·y 1 s poin0 of vj_e;w , ~~J,r ... e~s :i.t,s grt":li.:-:;~ s t ~nific.:tnce :i.s tr:~t th.1;:r:! 1 ~ nvw V\i ?ilahle 
a= hr:!.ef histvry··of thE: Sht1~e , suit:::. t.1tJ fo11 ger.cr:;~3.. iLfGl':tic.tion and ~·~!J0e l p~·oj ~~c..: ts . This ~t1ct ::.J1'J of 
the r:~port is avail a bl0 fr·,:-:e of ch·;:·rt: : .. o l4~t:1b~i's 0\1 Ar?.yone e lse iot:eres1:-ed by conta.ctir!g r.;f;e 3t~ ~r'!';t ·· 
~;ry or by pe!'sonal enqui::1:; at; the ~l.tt..1.an; E.:b:=.. J·e Df!·.'i,:::·?s., 

... _____ ,_ 

K atb Steph~nrion 

t··c --1·ae.:-+-.'" • ., ._., .. ~ l ~-· . 

39 ?}38_ 

Russ~ll Yet:>!.tan 
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