
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

8PM WEDNESDAY 9m M;~RCH, 1983 

EL THAM SH I RE OHJ CES 

895 MAIN ROAD ELTHAM, 

GUEST SPEAKER: NEIL DOUGLJ-1.S 

ON "SHOULD TREES HAVE STANDING?" 

'fHl~flJ~ i~D~ 

KYNETON BUS TRIP 

SUNDAY 20TH MARCH, 1983, 

LEAVING ELTHAM SHIRE OFFICES 10 AM. 

COST: ADULTS: $L!,50 CHILDREN: $2,00, · 

MORE DETAILS BEL.ml. 

ANNUAL GENERl\L MEETING AGENDA 

1 .. Ar,ologies. 

2. Minutes of 1982 Annual General Meeting. 

3. Annual Reports 
(a) President's· Report, 
(b) Secretary 's Report, 
(c) Treasurer 's Report, 
{d) Other Reports. 

4. Election of Office Bearers 1983. 

All office bearers retire and a.re eligible for re- elee;ticn. Nominations for a:!.l positi,)ns ma y be 
subniitted in writing to the Secretary prior to the meeting or will be accepted at the meetini:; . 
Office bearers required are:-

President, 
Vice Preside nts (2), 
Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary, 
Treasurer, 
Committee Members (4). 

5. Fixing of Annual Subscriptions. 

6. Any other business which may be conside red by the Annua l Gener~l Meet ing. (Details of such 
business shottld be~ supplied in writing to the Secretary pr ~or to the meeting.) 

·----.... ... 

"SHOULD TREES HAVE STANDINC,?" 

Until June this year wear~ celebrating "The Year of the Tree •, an internat ional e vent originally 
suggested by the United Nations Association. Other article s in this Newslct:ter lwve also b2e:1 s e lected 
w.i. th this theme h, mind. 

When asked to soeak o n a "Ye2r of the Tree" the me, Neil !JougL1s immediately 2-eplien '' Yes, I have an 
interesting subject that would s uit; 'Should trees have standing?'" rte then went on quickly to expl ain 
the developme nt of l e gal standing of servdnts , women , rrd.i1ors ::md eve" anioal s . He f ind::: the pos::\ ibili t y 
of trees and othe r featurs oi the environment having the righ~ of representation in legal proceadings 
a subject of gre at fasc ination. 

This talk promises to cove!' a .;ide range of historica l, t0 nvironmental and loca l l11terests . Neil inte nds 
to discuss the history and theory of legal s t anding (in a not too heavy manner) a n d d evelop this into 
an argument for the rights of the trees of this world. Loc al exampl es will be liberally used a s 
app r opr iate to illustrate point s or c~eate diversions. 

As most members will know, Neil Douglas is a residen t of t he Bend of I sles area aL Kanc;aroo Ground and 
is well known beyond the l o c al area as a prominent a rtist and conse r vationist . Hls tal211ts as ~ 

conversationalist \~ill also h e kPown lo many membecs . 

This promi~e:, to be an u nusua l and perha ps controve,sia l ta,_k, whic;h ~,hou\d e21t 2rta5E c:.nd :c,t:i,~,u lale 
members .. 

.r1s u sudl , vis i to x·s a.nd new n.embe;:s a:ce most we lcome . 

KYNETON TRIP 

'l1he l~yne t on a.cc ~ i s well e r~C.owcd wi. tl1 tangibl·.:.~ :::--2:11::1 ,.:ints of j_ t_q h::. stn y·~1 ~ 'rh e r(• a.ta ~-1,1ny 11ri.pn r·t ... 1. i1 ~~ o'ld 
huildi:1gs and ot.he't' r laces :J f jnt c~ r est inc]n<1ing ~nuse 1J r -s -~~nc1 0 qtic;:..~c~ ::,h(: f_::-s . C•u ;: ti,:-i.p ·, -.73_2._}_ 8na}:- i -:~ 
members tc e xo!11i ne these poin t s cf inle~est and t he towr1 genc:·a .lly. 

Jrer: 0 'r u.-cvey , f0rrr:~r P:::-0s ; r:.:!nt of 'r':illu~,b:~k Histo r ::.::al ~·.c, .__.i .:.t~.1 5.nd ~ r.· -:;;.' ~>cr -:)f c,u.1· :::,:__"' c·i r.:-~ 
:i.n i<y 11<..:·,i:.on i.1i 1c.J !• ?;.·"; :: rL·:11:, _·;t,':I( t:O L;l~::lV: .. c~i:-, ~".t c._r:..: .~..:11? f,:;- .-,:-.~_:::, / i ~· j t a 



'I'he b'1s will l e2:vc• t.he El thf,'.TI Shi.re Cif i ,:~es at l O. 0 Q a. m. P lec.!S ',! be p:,:esent the;::-e bv 9 . 30 ctm . ,, :,ce 
ar;<!i n Br:.1cr: Ne:; s has v 0 lu ~, l:ee.i:-,,d his services a s d ri ·.:er , and we are t.herefore able tu-keep the <.: ::>s t s 
d,:,-,111 to 1',:'lul.ts $4.50, Child r en $2 . 0 0, 

The .t e ar.e only 45 seats a".'tl i lable, and they wi ::.l be al locate a or. the order of receipt of book:±:iigs, but 
subj P.ct to the pn.oriti e.s set out below . Members and their .fami lies will be given priority in 
allocation cf sec1ts and r.,;iy incl~de in t :1eir priori ty b0oking, one non·-member (o ther than family) for 
e.;1ch 1,iember . Additional non - ,,,embers will be we lcome if scace is available (either with members or 
.indepe!:dc.nt ly). 'I'hf,se add iU.0'.1al non-members will be alloc:at"'d seat s j f the prior i ty bookings have not 
fillen t he bus b y 13th March. '.lou may include add.itiona.l non-members with your booking, but the ir 
place will not be conf irmed until <tfter that d,ite. 

Bookings will only be confirmed by completion cf the atta ched form and payment of the appropriate 
amount. Forms and mcney ma y b e handed to the Secretary at U•~e Annual General Meeting, or may be sent 
to the Socie'i.:y's Post Off.ice Box. 

Time is short _ and it will assis t with organization if you make your bookings as soon as possible . 

HERT'r_l\GE WEEK 

Thi£ year Heritage Week will be held from 1 0 th to ltt.h April. Th.is event , or more correctly group 
of events, is promoted by the Nat ional Trus t. Some of t he events are conducted by the Trust its elf , 
but many are organized by other bodies with similar ai:,1 s . This year's theme is Heritage Education , 
which is intended i n its widest sense, net just in schools. Details of what is happening during 
Heritage Week may be obtained from the Trust . 

The Society will be involved in a nul!lber o[ ways. We have b een requested by the Shire of Eltham 
to produce a pa,:iphle t, primarily fr,r use by s chcols g.i ving details of heritage locations within the 
Shire which could be v.i s i ted. A display wil l be a rranged in the El tharn Library on the same theme . 
Also in the Library o n Tuesday 12th April former So-::iety :.~resident Peter Bassett- Smith wi l l talk 
on "The Village of Eltham . " Tbis will concentratt~ on the d°'ys when Eltham was a small country 
village and is 2.imed ma i nly at r. ewer resident s of suburban El tham. 

SIGNIFICANT '!'REES 

The National 'l'rust has advised t he Shire of Eltham that it is investigating a numb er of trees withj 
the shire which hav e been nominatea for :::ecording the Register of Significant Trees of Victoria. 
Investigations by 1:.he Trust ar.d the Shire a .re proce~ding. Any addi U.o nal infornation would be 
welcome . 

The trees :i.nvo~ve<l a re as follows:-

1 . Eucalyptus :nellicdora (Yellow box) . 

a) An outstcii,di:·,g mature specimen 42 metres hi.gh in Laughing Waters Road , Eltham . 

b) Ancth~,r malu:·e spe:;irne:1 ir. Arthurs ere.ck .:oad , Hl'rstbridge is reported to be 
the tree under wh.ich the bushranger Rober t Bourke was tied after he shot and 
killed Henry Hurst in 1 866 . 

2 . Quei:cus ::-:>bur (Er,g li sh Oi:lk) . 

a) "Conaldson 's Oak" , Donaldsons Road , l~a~caroo Ground was planted by John Donaldson 
from seed collecU,d f r om Winc.sor Great i1ad;: ia 1 87 8. 

b) "Wip;:>el l s Oak" . 'l'l1is now rr:is - :;h ,.1 pen tree is loca ted on the St.Andrews Road near 
the Kangaroo Ground Fl .re Station. Its origins m2y have been similar to Donaldson's 
Oak, and as a young tree it apparently sli-:". f r om higher up the h:i.11 during wet weather . 

Both oaks - are of local historical impcrtance. 

3 . Eucalyptus globuJ.us (Blu e Gum) . 

A large mature s pec imP.i:o D.t the~ cor!ler of the Kangaroo Ground-St.Andrews Roa d and Bakehouse 
Road , Panton Hill. 

4 . Plantanas acerifolia (Plane tree) 

b. ,;umber -0f. trees fo rmi ng the Avenue of Honour to El t ham' s First World War soldiers alo.ng 
Main Road between Dalton and Pitt St.reets , Eltham . 

5 . · Pinus canariensis (Cana r y Island Pi11e) 

Pinus pineft , (Sto ne pin e) and Cedr~s iltlantica, (Ced2r ) 

These. trees are located at th0 Hurst family g r aves i n '.:he grounds of the Hurstbr.idg-e 
P.re-school Celltr e . 

A report has been prepa r e d for t he Ya;:r:! Yarra Group of Lhe Society for Growing Australian Plants by 
Botanist, Geoff Carr on t·.he area o: F~J. tha:n Le,·,.;,., ::: l'a:::I: known : oca::.l y as Hermes Hill . '£his is the 
bu sblc.nd hillside overlooki:19 the wester:--1 s .~ t.ic- of the ~")a~~k . 

'I'h:;.n :.--.3:~c·!:·v 1..-~ conr.:1i ?lh 

to be: t!'°,P 0 ~11 '.i it.•.:•:: r ·~--­
i n ':.ac:°I:. . 

a:r :.t!-_j c f "'.:.t~o t:r,:. 1:s J.t. i.:~-~;,::-. ·1 f:c-x/s t:.rir1qyb:: _.-.·\ i:.:1d ca11d J.ebo.rk wood.la!:.ds 
wi.tl i_j1L t· ~~;_! a .. L.1;::: oi' t. }1e~~c '.:.r 2~.s o.~ 1~a tur~J. vRgeta ti.cri 

and js s 3.i ::l 
r easonably 



. .. ...... SHIRE OF ELTHAM HISTORIC~L SOCIETY 

. KYNETON TRIP 20th MARCH,1983 

PLEASE RESERVE THE FOLLOWING SEATS. 

MEMBERS & FAMILY 

ADULTS ------
CHILDREN ------

PAY:VJ.ENT ENCLOSED 

NON -MEMBERS 

ADULTS -----
CHILDREN -----
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