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NEXT MEETI NG 8 PM HF_D NESDAY 13TH JULY,1983 

EL THP.M SH IRE OFF I CE.S 

895 MAIN ROAD ELTHAM 
GUEST SPEAKER : Jf~Ci( McLEAN 

SUBJECT: THE HURSTBRII1GE LI NE -A BRIEF HI STORY 

VISITORS & NE\~ MEMBERS WE LC8ME 

.• 

'l'he openin g of tne rai l wa y extens ion fr.or,1 Heidelberg t o Elt.h am i n 190 2 was a s i g n if i c a n t ~vent in the 
histo:i:-y of the local area . A s imi l ar c~rr.i.ms2nt· 'i s apl? l i cab l e to the f1.1 r tl1e r. e xte nsiu ::i t c Hil!'>:t b r i.dge , 
O}>eneJ i•1 1 91 2 . 'l'h e r ailwciy played an i rrtpor tant part i n ass i sting th'2 deve l opment of. t h e are a .::nd 
c er t ainly wa s :r.es:Jo !1sihl r3 for i n f J. ue:1cing t he dev::.? l opi7,eHt. o f p 2_ Yt icuiu_j:- l o c a t ions . 'l,he pi: er.;e 1,t location 
o f the Elt(. 2.J.n s ho1Jp i:1g c ,2n t.r e , t he de·\.: e lc!)rae:-1t o f the Eiurs tbr iC:J E. ·:.:o ,.1n s hip and t he s uburban de v ~ l o9r11ent 
i n Montrnor-2::icy c1rc a l l examples o f 'th:~ i nfJ.ue n c e o f the raih:.:iy. 

A briC:f s unm:ary of tr.e n i s t ory of t he cle'l.• e lopra1c,nt of t he railway bet,,,e,~n Me l b our ne and B-:.r s t bridge has 
b e en ;:;j, ve n ir, an earlier. c o.it.io n of t his Newsle tte r . The e;u:-ly cays of the line have Ln m<:!d the bas i s 
o f sev ei::a l e x h ibitions b y the i,oc:iety . Howeve r me rnbE:rs have r.o t had t h e opportuni t y t o cU.::;r:ovE:, much 
:ilOre tban :: uperfic i a l d e t ::ti.l s of l o c al rai lway h iztory . 

J ack McJ,e an i s Pre sid ent o f Rox Hill !Tis torica l Soci ety anc1 is ?.l so Le ader of the Victorian b i:a n c h of 
t he s pec ialist rail way llisto:t ico.l group, t he 8igr,a l lin g 'RE.-::ord So ciety . Ile ha s ava i l a b le to rd m t h ,c: 
u sual d e taile d tech n i cal informa t ion which seems to be an e s s ential ingrecient of every r a ilwai enthusia st . 
Pis wide e xperience in the r a ilwa y and loca l histor ical scenes en~bies h i m t o s e l e cti ve ly d e al with t h i s · 
It,a t cr:i.'a l ai::c ording to t he i n terests of h i s a u dience. '.f'hus we· c ;'ln c x p<c,C't to hear a d :i.sc us si.o;~ U l t h e t , i ::; t o ry 
o f t :1~ Hurstbridge line ;.·hich is o f g·e n e ral interest but with tb=· poten t ial to deal , ii t h 1~,&t.t.•:r ::: of a 
more d~tai J. ed nature i f t h ;; t. i s U :e i nclination o f thos e prec:;en ·t . 

The ph::.,tc col J.ect i cms of the Sh i re of J.;l tham anc: 11:illumbik Eis t o;·.i.ca l Soci e t y c ontain a aumbc r nf: old 
p .i.,;::ti:n:-es of the r aiJ.wa y ,ma t hese · wil l h e usE:d by J ack i.o il l u-strate his t a l k . 

'~ia:-1. Co] ema n , ~nothe ):' rai l way enthus i ast nnd a 1ne:mbe1 · ( Jf o v.r Soc iety , ha s pr(,vid1.;d copi '"7 s o f 11 ~ome :?:- ~-: au.l t:: , 
~he ;:r:c, g~zine of t h e Signa 1 l iny R°"cord So-:iety whi c h provid e a detai l ed his tory o f tl'w s i gn ed.ling arra1v;e-· 

1nents o n t h e Hurstbri:dgc l ine . Th es,i articl~s wou l d h e interesting further r ~' ad ing for a n yone wishir.~: 
t c pun;:u,;, t l-.e h i f.tory o f t h ~ rai h : ,, y . 

FALI(INER· CO'i1TAGE , ELY S'11 REET , EL'l'HAH 

As previously repo:,:-t ed i n to;;, N12w..;.!.1-' tt:"' r , t.h irc old c ot t age i s to b e demolished. 1.rr angemdits h ,ive b eP.n 
!l,ade wi th Mr . Dv.vid Wil l i s 0f th,:, i<yns:-tc1n Mi l.l fer him t o sal v a ge u s efu l materi a l f:ron, t he bui ldi n g for 
v.se ir. :r estorin q t h ,! mi l l . Tb er2 wi ll b e an v.pp:copriate zcknowl edgement i n the m:i. 11 o f th ,, ~;o u r c e of th~ 
materials . 

. As pr-;vious l.y stated·, i t . is unfL,rtun.;.tP. t h«t the b u.i l dir.•J has to go bu t be c;.:.use o f it., con di tiun r ,:,stor- · 
a u .on i s i mpra ct i c a ble . However t he f a c t that the r,1a. ter i aJ. s wi l l he u sed for a u sef'..11 p u :cpose with an 
hi s torical i nt erest is s onH~ r;o:i s :,lation . 

SUBS::RIPT:0~:S 

J ust iJ. r cm:i.n ~.e r tn a t 1 9 83 s ubs a t7.:> no,: c,ve rdue . Moi::t ri1ernhers h a ve now paid, so t h i s i tem is jus t fc.•r ~.he 
:!:'E-w who have f o rgott en . Su )Js are as follows : 

.'\cit! l t s 
S tude n t s 
;;· ;,,mi l V 

Hemhe r si': ip/renewa l fo rms ,;er ,., c:.'. s t r.:. b ute<l v..-.i t h t .h 2 i1vy 

$4 -0 0 
$1- 00 
$ 5-0 0 

Ne' islet ter o :r are availabl e from t t, e Se c,..-!:.tz.1.y . 



n12 fcrr,1e:r- C. B . A . :::iank ir: E\11. s t t ::i.oge h a s 11_e,i,, LcGr, ciD3t!d J.,:/ We stp .:;c, . '.l'he J::m iJ.dir.g· wa s e r i g inally offer2a 
to NiJ. l urr.bik Hi i:; t.o·ri.cc1l :Joc:;.r;ty f o:c r e stora t;or. · mi anoc:l!E:,r ~d.l~ i n acc ordan c e long-std 1, di n g r,e,mr.,ents 
from tha t s o ciety t.hd 1: t h e b u.ildillg s hould be p;:eserve,~ · · 

Follo;.~i n9 i1,:=,w.s~a.pe:~r pu.blic j_ t.y of ~-.he s i tuaticJn, t l ie E}. tha n:. Sh ire Council indicat ed i ts d8sirc t!'. a-t. the 
build5Pg should rema i n in H1~r.~:; t hri(~9e . Ni1. lum.t ~}: consi,3..::rs t!·~~-t t l! t.") p r i:nary c.<oj e ctive -is p r e~e:-:-va. t io.t1 of 
tl1e hi1iiding an~ has rel inqui~l1od the g i f c i n f avo u~ of the Council. 

I t i s now proposed i:ha -t.- t h z Cov.n~i l. arrange :reJoc.a C:.ion o( t.h~ buildi ng to ano ther :1ea.rLy s ite in Hu:?:"st~ · 
bri dge . 'I'here i ::; some pos sJ_!:>ility t ha t ~l,e Co,1.n<:i!. c 011ld purst,ase t h e s ite and pre 1o uma b::.y the buildin g 
cou l d ther. rcma~.n then; . 

The Soc l e ty ha s b e en ask.e d if it has RIJY US8 for t h E: i;uiJ d i ng . As with Ni l lumbik So c. ict .. y O U !'.' r:1a in coD. ~e rn 
i s tha t the old b u i l ding· be preserved . , ;~"' have !",O p ," rt i c u l r.r }:equire;:ie n t f or its use and u se for any ,·:ornrn
unity p urpose wou ld be a p p rop i ate . If.a~y me~bcr has a par t icu l ar suggest jon , pleas2 c o ntac t the Se c~et~ry. 
It is i 1npo r t.ant fo r t he preservaU_on o f th -~ b.i.U d ing ·.-.!,,; t s o me use h e found . If it is not, no f u nds ai:e 
likely t o J:,e::~ a l loca t ed f or rnain t (;!na nce and i t \,,,:ou] d ~ Bco ;ne LL t:ar9et for v undalisrn ~ 

The i;:;iall wec:the:-:-b0a rcJ buildi ng i s mai r,ly <,rortb pres e::-v ing J',,r its con ~r ibu tion to the character of t:h e 
Hurs t br iCtge t owrl c en t r e. I t is s a i d t.o a lso be z. c urio ~: i i:~; b~ c :.iu se it is on wh ee l s . '!'h is has not been 
checked by the write r bu t if it: i s correct t h e s ::.qnif i c ar, ce i. s a n u 11kn0wn q u antity . Pe r haps fu1:the r i mrest
igation will show tha t th:..s is a pa rti cularly ..:.nus ua l. type of huild ing . 

ST. AND REWS SC!IOOI, - 125'f i:l i\~~ IVERSliRY 

The primary school at St. Andre ws is ) ?5 yea rs old in !Jcverr-.1:>er and a ce l ebrat:. ion i s p l anned o n t h e we,~k
end of 26th/27 th Nov . i".n e xhib i t io,1 is hein;; .-, ·cranged nr«1 nh~ t =c r:i.ul is b e ing c ol) .. ec:ted t or pi: eparat ion of 
z. history of S-t . l\n:lre \ JS . Anyone wbo c an as !:1 :L5t. \-..,' i th e i. t he r i. s r e qt:..c!S ted to contact l~a~1cy Mortimer on 
710 12 5 9 or t he Secr etary . 

KINGLAKE Nh TTOi.,, L :i'A'RK 

The Ki11gla ke l~a tic-r;al Pa r k cove rs e.bout 10 , CO O ~,e c t.arer.; o ~ v:oodJ.c=- nd and f ore s t 5-n t. fH::! Shire~ of El tham , 
Whitt l esea. , He c.. les·..ri lle and ·tea . ! "'.:. i s an i mpc,rtnnt loca l r ~ ci:eat..ional and conservat ion resource and is 
~i s-~t:..:C: '-):.1. ...... he E·c9; .~ L.l:-.1.. u~ ·i.:. i,t::: i~ ?..L1.cJJ.·lal. Bs t..a . .r-.•~ ~ 

Socie ty rn2mbi:.:·=r 1\ri..h~~.::..· HGw j -t.·.t i s a me.mi.J£.-=-:-:c of .i.:!!e 1- ari-: P..d.v i. so ··::~r Comrn.i ttee a n d has ass '..lme.rl J.._. !1e rolt:' of r-,arj:-
historian . HG has ; ,:::-it.ten a histor y~-,£ t h•? firs t 50 y e a rs of t he park 1 9 28·- 73 . It i s a 1: JXescnt in manuscript 
fo!":n !mt it i s e~-;:lJeC t•~d t ha t is c an 11.l i.:imate·1.y be Jl\cide avail abl e for rea ding by interes t e d rr.e:1\bers . 

At the lasr. meet i ng o f the:- So ci <~ t y :s Coii'r.1 3."i:.tcE- i t wa s dec ::.dec1 ;:o co - opt. N~il Blair as an ..::tdditiona l 
Corr-... ll1i t t ee me1;1ber • 

"DO!~J., J,D 'l'Hm:s oN I N AR'<HEJ'l LAND" --·---------·-
Dr . De na l d Th0rusvn '::-; ,,:or:" w l th th e Abor igin."= .s c, f Centro.:~ .. ~us+_rali .·:,. Hi"l S t he subject of f i 1.m3 \-.~hj.c h V19 r e 
shO\\"'r. (-i t u ~;0ciet y I!~ee:t.ing le.s t y E:.2.r . Th 2 .Lat\-:! Dr .. 1rh.o!Y1 son , r::.n 2itL~ncn.-i:. c.nt i1ropol0g i st. wns a r e s ident. cf 
El t ham . Hi ~- ~\1ork ~ ...... i t h t! ic lJ:ior i02:~c.-s o-f Nort..=h0rn l-,.ri.s t. J_niia is +_11s s ubject of a ne w bc::>k called 11 D0n:1 ~.d 
~

1I"'omso;1 _i_ n Arr.hem L and 1
' t,Curr2y 1 0'~.(' i l , P.o~s . $ 24.95,. It h.?..s beer.. compl :i_e.:! by Nichola s Peter.s:>.n fri:,~·1 

Thomscn ' s o vn1 nott:s . It. i Dc l -~1dcs an account of t he estat l i~h1;~ent o f an Abor i ginal Army f 0rc e ior · the 
pro t e c t .i.0ri of t he no;: thc.,rn c oas t.l j n,, d u r i.n ,; Wo i: l d W:ir 2 . · 
•rr, i s boo}~. a s \-.·e l l as being a n i mport.ant ~dn.i t:Lo:,1 to Aust r al.i.aEa Gollectinns , s he ds fur ther J. j ght: on t~u. 
lif8 and t.•.~(,rk o f a pro:r,ir .. en L loca.l r e !:>ident. 

Ka tl1 . St.-?.ph (~nson 
Pr.es i dc11t 
43 9 95&& 

Russell Yeoman 
Ser; r12tary 
.u9 rn.7 
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