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NEYT MEETING : 8 PN WEDNESDAY 137 JULY,1983
L : ELTHAN SHIRE OFFICES
| 895 MAIN ROAD ELTHAM
. GUEST SPEAKER : JACK McLEAN
SUBJECT: THE HURSTBRIDGE LINE -A BRIEF HISTORY
VISITORS & NEW MEMBERS WELCOME

The opening of tue raiiway extension irom Heidelberg to Eltham in 1902 was a significant avent in the
history of the local area. A similar comment is applicakle to the further extension to Rarstbridge,
opened in 1912, The raiiway played an important part in assisting the development of fthe area and
certainly was responsible for influencing the development of particulax locations. The piesent location
of the Eltham shopping ceuntre, the develcovment of the Hurstbridge township and the suburban developmnent
in Montmorency are all examples of tha influence of the railway.

A brief summary of the nistory of the development of the railway between Melbourne and Hurstbridge has
been ygiven in an earlier ecdition of this Newsletter. The early days of the line have formed the basis
of several exhibitions by the Socciety. However members have not had the opportunity to discover much
more than superficial details of local railway history. :

Jack Mcl.ean is President of Box Hill Nistorical Society and is also Leader of the Victorian branch of

the specialist railway bhistoriczl group, the Signalling Record Society. He has available to him the

| usual detailed technical information which seems to ke an essential ingredient of every railway enthusiast.
| Fis wide experience in the railway and local historical scenes enables him to selectively deal with this

| material according to the interests of his audience. Thus we can expect to hear a discussion cn the history
i of the Hurstbridge line which is of general interest but with the potential to deal with metters of a

mere detailed nature if thst is the inclination of those present,

. The photc collections of the Shire of Eltham and Nillumbik Histovical Society contain a number of old
pictures of the raiilway and these will pe uced by Jack to illustrate his talk. ‘

—

. vian Coleman, another railway enthusiast and a member of our Scciety, has provided copies of "Somersaait?,
Sewse magazine of the Signalling Record Society which provide a detailed history of the signalling arrange-
ments on the Hurstbridge line. These articles would be interesting further reading for anyone wishirng
tec pursue the history of the railway.

FALKINER COTTAGE, ELY STREET, ELTHAM

As previously reported in tne Newsletter, this old cottage is to be demolished. Arrangemelits have been
made with Mr. David Willis of the Xyneton Mill for him to salvage useful material from the building for
use ir resteoring the mill. Therz will be an appropriate acknowledgement in the mill of tha source of the
materials. '

As pravicusly stated, it is unfortunate that the building has to go but because of its condition restor-’
ation is impracticable. However the fact that the materials will be used for a useful purpose with an
historical interest is some consoslation.

SUESCRIPTIONS

subs avre now overdue. Mogt meimbers have now paid, so this item is just for the
S a foliows:—

Just a reminfer that 1383 s C
few who have forgotteu. Subs are as f

Adults $4-00
Students $1-00
Fawnily $5-00

Membership/renewal forms were distributed with the May Newsletter or are available from the Secretary.,
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The forwer C.B.A. Bank in Burstbridge has noew bheen closed by Westpsc. The building was criginally offerad
to Nillumbik Historical Dociety for restorstion-on ancther site in accordance long-standing commiénts

from that'society that the buailding should be pieserver

Following e
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publiicity of th qituation, the Eithau

e uncil indicated its desire that the
main in Hoerstbhridge. Nillumbik consideors b
th

rrimary cbjective is preservation of

the building rellnqalcu~“ e gif: in favour of t! .
It is now proposed iha e Council arrxangs relocacion of ing to another nearby site in Hurst-
bridge. There ic cson ssability that the Coancil could porchase the site and presumakly the building

could then rcmain

s with Nillumbik Society our main concern

The Society has been asked if it has any use for the buildi
is that the cld building be preserved. ,Vehave ro particulerxr airement for its use and use for any comm-
unity purpose would be eppropiate. If znv mewxbor has a particuls iggestion, pleass contact the Secvetary.
It ig important for the preservation of the building thdu some use be found. If it is not, no funds are
likely to be allocated for mainténance and it would bhecome & rget for vandalism.

The smalil weathexbcard bu1]d’ng is ﬁalnly worth preserviang for its contribution to the character of the
Hurstbridage town centre. It is said to alsc be a curiosiity because it is on wheels. Thic has not been
checked by the writer but if it is correct the sivnificarnce is an unknown quantity. Perhaps further invest-
igation will show that this is a particularly unasual type of building.

ST. ANDREWS SCHOOIL - 125%H ANNIVERSARY

The primary school at Stk. Andrews is 125 years old in Neoverber and a celebration is planned cn the week-
end of 26th/27th Nov. An exhibition is beinyg arranged and me fal is being collected for preparation of
& history of St. Andrews. Anyone who can assist with either is reqguested to contact WNawucy Mortimer on -
710 1259 or the Secretar

- \1/
KINGILAKE NATICN:L, FARK -

The Kinglake National Park covers about 106,000 hectares of woodiand and forest in the Shires of Eitham,
Whittlesea, Healesville and Yeca. It is an important local recreational and conservation resource and is
4 :
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Listed oun the Regioler oi che Wat

Socizty memboar Arihor Hewitt is a2 nem of # LArK Advisovy Committee and has assumed Lhe role of i
historian. He ha ritten a histq the £irst 50 years cf the park 1928-78. It is at present in manuscript
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form but it is exvected that it can alrimately be made availapie for reading by interested members.

-

KEW _COMMITTLE MEMBE:

At the last meeting of the Society's Compittce it was decided to co-opt Neil Blair as an additional
Committee meuber.

"DCLALD THOMSCN TN ARNHEM LAND“

Dx. Denala T} ith the Aboriginaes of Central Australis was the subject of f£films which were
[

showr: at a Socae The tate Dr.Thomson, an emineni. anthropoleogist was a resident of
Eitham. His wor of Northern Auvstraiia subject of a new becok called "Donal
Thomson in Arrhem Land" (Curxrey, O'Neil,Ross. §24.95;. i as been complied by Nicholas Petersoan from
Thomscn's own notes. It inclades an acccunt of the estaklishicent of an Aboriginal Army foice ioxr the
protection of the northbern coastline during rid War 2. :

This book as well as being an important aduition to Australiana collections, sheds further light on the.
life and work of a wrominent local resident.

"

Kath.Stephenson Russell Yeoman

ent . - ? Secretary
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