
NEXT MEET! NG 

8 PM WE DN ESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER, 1983 
ELTHAM SENIO R CITI ZENS CENTRE 

MA 1,-1 Ro AD, EL THAM 
(ENTER FROM SHIRE OFF ICE DRIVEWAY) 

GUEST SPEAKER: GRIFFIN MRTLETT 
SUBJECT: EARLY FLOUR MILLS 

-~ ITORS & NEW MEMB ERS WELCOME, 

Novemb e r Me eting 

OTHER COMING EVENTS 

CHRISTMAS BARBECUE 
6,30 PM WEDNESDAY 14TH DECEMBER,1983 

ELTHAM TOWN PARK 

ST.ANDREWS PRIMARY SCHOOL 
125TH ANNIVERSARY 
SATUR7 26TH Novarnrn, 1983 

Griffin Bartle tt is a man of many interests. In his profession as cm a _rchite ct he has _been responsible 
for r e stora t i on of histori c b~ ild ings in Engl.and. Two of his C\Lhe r i nterests a r e his e x tensive map 
col lection a nd the s ub j e ct o f flou r mills. In the past, Mr. Bartlet t h a c spo ke n to our Socie ty o n the 
fir s t t wo o f the s e subjects and ha s p roved a most inter esting spe ake r. The las t time we saw him i t was 
gene rally a gree d that he s hould retur!1 to t alk a bout flour mills. A f ew yea r s h a ve passed b t, t we have 
now managed to fit t h i s i tem into · his bu sy .. s c h ecmle. 
'I'he s tudy o f old flou r mills may, these d a ys, s eem a rathe r specialize d field. Flour milling is now an 
industry c o nce ntrated into a few relat i vely large e nterprises. I n the time s b e fore mode rn 1r.e t hods of 
tra nspor t, ma ny commun i tie s had their o wn local f lour mill. In Eltham He nry De ndy o perated a stea'll mi ll 
on t h e Diamond Cre ek from 1 8 57 to 1867 , when he sold to William Fo:::-d wno continued to operate the mill 
for the b e nefit df local farmers. 
A water powe 1'."ed raill was situated on the Plenty _above Gre ensborough. The restored mill at Kyneton was 
of great i n te :::-e s t to members who went on the Society excursion eiirlier this yea r. Like many other 
indu s t r ies which have now b e en centralized, flour milling was a part of everyday life in s ;nall ccu1: t:ry 
towns. 
Mr. Bartlett's talk win. b e illustrated with slides from his collection. 

Christmas Barbe cue 

--·er t he past couple of years we have established a relatively successful formula for the Society's 
ristma s Breakup fu nction. These mid-week barbecues in the Eltham '!'own Park have been well atteaded 

uespi t e le s s than idea_l weather conditions. · This year we have decided that the weather will be id e al 
and therefore even more'"·foe mbers will be encouraged to attend. '!'he format is a B. Y .0. everything barbecue . 
'rhe location is the electric barbecue in the Eltham Town Park near the corner of Main Road and Paneier 
Place, but bring your own portable barbecue if you p r e fer. The time and date again are 6.30 pm.; 
Wednesday 14th December, 1983. · 

~t .Ancl.:::ews School Anniversary 

The cel e bra tion of the 125th Anniversary of St.Andrews Primary School, No.128 has been planned as a day 
long function involving the whole community of this small township in . ~he northern part of our. Shire. 
The prog ram will include a parade, commemorative ceremony, historic disp lays and re-enactme nts, Cobb and 
Co. coach ride s, bo.r.be cue , bush dance a nd "Back to" lunche on. Anyone who has a connection with the town­
ship or an inte r est in the history o f the area is invited. The Orga:!izing Committee has attempte d to 
contact as many ex stude nts of the s chool as possibl e ; but this has proved a formidable task. A special 
reque st of the committe e is that if you know of _anyone who has conne.ctions with the school, please ask 
them to attend. 

A history of the school and the area generally is b eing comp i lE,d. The donation or loan of any mate ri a l 
for the history or f o r the propose d disp lay would b e welcomed. Please contact the Principal, Mr.Howard 
Wills, 710 1255, if you can ass i st. 

The school was first e stablished in 1 858 in a tent on the Caledonia goldfields. It was known as the 
Cale donia Commo n School until 1867 when it was rename d Queenstown. 'l'h e nRmes Queens t own and St .Andn,ws 
appe a r to have be e n a lte rna tive names f or ·tr.e township since the go l d r u s h d a y s . In rec e::-i t y ea r s , t h e 
na me St. And~ews has become mor e widely ac~epted and this is now t he official name of the school 

'l'h e ann i versa r:i• c e lebr ations will b e he ld on Saturd ay 26th 'IWVEMBER ,1983 
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Book Release 

Marguerite Marshcl.1.l's book "Eltham Shi.re - Historic B1.1ildings, People and Places" is expected to be 
available in the ne>:t few days, and therefore should be available for sale to members at. the November 
meeting. Details for t.he hook were provided in the las t Newsletter . The book is to be published by 
Leader Newspapers and we expect to be able to sell it for about $2.50. 

The book will make an ideal Christmas present and adequate stocks are expected to be available after 
the meeting from. the Secretary. 

Eltham Community Festival 

Despite the miserable weather, there was a good turnout. of members for the Festival parade. However 
the wet weather kent away many of our friends from the Victorian Folk Musi c Club who find it impossible 
to play in the rain. 1:hanks to those few who came along. 

We maintained out consistency by again collecting a Prize for our float- this time for the "Best Eltham 
'.l'heme". Thanks to Dennis McKay for agaj_n provid:;_ng his trailer for the float, and to Pa.u l Sidwell for 
towing it with his Land Rover. As usual Joh Ebeli , with some help from other members, was responsible 
for setting up the float. 

A successful display was held in the Eltham Community Centre on the theme of "Notable Local Residents" 
People featured in the qi splay included pioneer settlers, '.l'homas Sweer:ey and Henry Hurst; founder of 
Brighton and later notable Eltham resident, Henry Dendy; former Shire Secretary and Engineer, Charles 
-Wingrove; artists Walter Withers and Justus Jorgensen ; parliamentarian Ewen Cameron; anthropo}.ogist, 
Dr. Donald Thomson; writer, Alan Marshall. 'fhanks are extended to Sigmund Jorgensen; Dorita 'l'homson 
amd P.eter Bassett-Smith f or the loan of material for the display. 

Coolart Trip 

On Sundary 23rd.October some 43 members and friends travelled by bus to "Coolart" at Somers. On the way 
a vis~t was made to an old £i sherman's cottage at 1.'ooradin which has been . set up as a museum by Cranbourne 
Historical Society • At "Coolart" most f ound that the variety of activities available was too much to 
cram into the afternoon and many will return fo1-· a futur(, visit. As weJ.l as inspections of the histo:.::-ic 
mansion and gardens there were bushland and beach walks and bird watching , from the specially constructed 
hide. 

Once again we must thank Bruce Ness for donating his services to drive the bus and thus keeping down the 
cost of the trip. 

R.H.S.V. Visit to Eltham 
Advance notice is given of proposed visit to Eltham by membe:::-s of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria 
on Sunday 26th February, 1984. The assistance of members will be required in regard to a number of aspects 
of this visit, but in particular with the provision of afternoon tea . Members will be individually 
requested to assist at a later date, but in the meantime please try and keep this day free. 

Kath Stephenso.n 
President 
439 9588 

---.,. __ _ 

.. r· 

Russell Yeoman. 
Secretary 
439 9717 
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