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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
8 PM, WEDNESDAY 14TH MARCH, 1984 
ELTHAM SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE 

MAIN ROAD,ELTHAM 
CENTER FROM SHIRE OFFICE DRIVEWAY) 

GUEST SPEAKER: PETER CUFFLEY 
SUBJECT: COTTAGE GARDENS 

QUEENSCLIFF FORT & PORTARLINGTON MILL 
BUS TRIP sutmAY 8TH APRIL 1984 

LEAVES ELTHM~ SHIRE OFFICL8.,.!J5,A,M, 
COST ADULTS~ $6,00 CHILDREN: $3,00 

OPEN I NG OF HI ST ORI CAL PHOTO COLLE CTI ON 
ELTH.I\M LIBRP.RY 

8 P.M. :THURSDAY 12TH APRil,1384 

MORE DETAILS BELOW: 

ANNU.:'.L GENERAL .MEETING AGENDA 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Apologies. 

Minutes · of 1983 Annual General .Meeting. 

Annual Reports 

(a) President's Report. 
(b) Secretary's Report. 
(cl Treasurer's Report. 
(d) Other Reports. 

Election of Office Bearers 1984. 

MARCH 1984 

All office bearers retire and are eligible for re-election. Nomin~t jL:1~ ior !.~ ~~~1t10~s may be 
submitted in writing to the Secretary prior to the meeting er will t.:,,i. :;_c.,:.:- r, -r-c• 1, ;;;,:. ::r,-2 r.1eP.ting. 
Office bea-rers required are: -

President. · 
Vice Presidents (2). 
Secretary. 
Assistant Secretary. 
Treasurer. 
Committee Members (4). 

5. Fixing of Ari_nual Subscriptions. 

6. Any other business which may be considered by the Annual General Mee -<.:.i.r,•_1. 

PE1'ER CUFFLEY 

a) Proposal to change the position of Assistant Secretary ~o t ~~t 
of Membership Secretary. 

(Details of any other business should be supplied in wr~ -:-5::is 
to the Secretary prior to the meeting). 

Long standing members will remember Peter as a foundation member of our Society .;.ncJ.:. d1c:scendant of Eltham 
r,ioneer, Thomas Swe,eney. Peter's interest in old world and cottage gardens was fostt,rec. by the gardens at 
"Sweeneys" and the home of the late Jack Carrucan in Bible Street. 

Peter left his work as a teacher to pursue his interests in the historical field as a curator of folk museums : 
He has wo rJ:e d at Soverciqn Hill &in setting up the Wedder!:mrn Store .Museum, and now operates as a freelance ! 
dcsigns,r a nd c onsultant from his home at Sedgwick near Bendigo. 

Peter's talk will be based on his recent book "Cott~ge Gardens in Australia". He has also writte n books on 
suet. s•Jb jccts as kcros~nc lamps, cottage chairs and horsedrawn vehicles. 
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Bus trips in ~arch or April have proved popular over the past few years. The main destination or this years's 
trip will be Lhe Queenscliff Fort which is occupied by the Australian Staff College. In addition it is proposed 
to visit the old mill at Portarlington, which is owned by the National Trust. 

The Qucenscliff Fort was established in the 1880's as a major component of Victoria's defence system. However, 
some of the buildings including the Black Lighthouse date from the 1850's. The Society owns a booklet on the 
history of the fort which is available on loan to interested members. 

The 8.45 start is necessary so that we can inspect the mill before lunch and be ready for the 1.30 tour of the 
fort. Please be at the Shire Offices by 8.30 a.m. 

Seats on the t, ,1 s can only be conf irmcd by completion of the attached form and payment of the appropriate amount. 
Seats will b e allocated in order of receipt of booking. Bookings are 1wt restricted to Society members, so 
sen~ your form in early. 

The cost docs not include entry to the mill or fort. Entry to each is $1.00 for Adults and 50c for Pensioners 
a:id Children . 

Once a~ain we are indebted to Bruce Ness for enthusiastically offering his services as driver. 

HISTORICAL PHOTO COLLECTION 

As mentioned in the last Newsletter, the historical p hoto collection of the Shire of Eltham is to be transferred 
to the Eltham Library. This will make the photos far more accessible to the public and is likely to lead to 
better maintenance of the collection. 

It _ is proposed that the opening of the collection will coincide with Heritage Week (8th - 15th April). The 
e - · lishment of the collection in the library and an exhibition at the library during April will be the 
Su ty's Heritage Week effort. The o ffic ial ope ning will be at 8 pm on Thursday 12th April. Society 
mem ers are invited and supper will be available afterwards. 

A( 1e February meeting it was intended to work on the ohoto collection to make it ready for use in the library. 
Due to the large amount of business to be dealt with thl.s was not done. Since then there has been one working 
evening and some members have worked on mounting the photos at home. Further work remains to be done prior to 
April. Any member able to assist is asked to contact the Secretary as soon as possible. 

R.H.S.V. VISIT 

Fortv seven members of the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and affiliated societies visited Eltham on the 
26th" February. Our Society was responsible for organizing the itinerary anc1 provision of 1r,orn.ing and afternoon 
tea. By any standard of judgement the tour must be considered a success. 

Arrangements were very much a co-operative effort with willing help being g.i.V '.!. n by Sr,c i. ct:y membe::s and others 
asked to assist. The venue for lunch and afternoon tea was the El tham Corru111.!.n i. ty Cen t.:-:, ;.:!,ich was provided 
free of charge by the Council. Shire President Cr.Alan Baker welcomed the visitar3 ~t l~ n~h time. Society 
members coped excellently with the catering arrangements. These were co-ordin ~·,.·::-1 l)y Opel'- Smith and Eileen 
Gibbons. · 

The tour visited four main locations in Eltham and Kangaroo Ground. In T::ave]ll I8 betwee~ the locations 
commentary was provided by Russell Yeoman and Peter Bassett-Smith, Tour note s w,.:z,, pr0:,.,;·er: 2nd copies are 
available to interested members on request. 

The four locations visited were as follows:-

- Montsalvat, An excellent commentary on the history of the complex was prov :~,.,-,:-: t,y S.:, t,ki:. Killin·~ b-=ck. 

~ -·· ~ brick houses and native gardens of Gordon Ford and Peter and Cecile Gl:1 r·.s . Pete:,t· ~:,c'.;~ en the 
elopment of this part of Eltham and on the local art scene. 

- Pigeon Bank, Kangaroo Ground - Owners Ian and Marion Bishop provided cor:1r. n -·L.2•_,,:i.v·.-, :;:, :-: j :1t-.0 d nc.ctes on this 
( · storic house. .. 

- i\angaroo Ground ·Memorial··'l'ower. Charis Pelling who has personal and family ::a;,1,,,-~-.:io!ls -.,;i.·~)-, t.he tower spoke 
on its history. 

The Society's thanks are extended to those who helped !!lake this day so succe~,· f -:;: i . 

BOOK NEWS ----
A copy of the book ''The Last of the Yarra Track Stopping Places" has been d :J,1at.c.:i ._ c U·.,; <: c- ,: i ·c>ty by its 
Author: Ann Thomas.· It covers the history of the Yarra Track route to Wood s l'-O .!. :,c_, la:cgeoi:,' ~,oncentrating 
on Marysville. It also covers other places on the route between Yarra Glen ,~.:,, >~·-'c,2;, Pc•.i.r;c 

This book along with . others in the Society's collection is available for loai; 1.c. i;: :;,,1;;,.:,r;;. 

Further stock s have been obtained of Marguerite Marshall's book "Eltham Shire, ~is t aric Bu~ldings, People 
and Places" and will be available at the Annual General Meeting or from the Se 1-' ..:·.:s ,-_.,r~·. 

At $2. 50 this book represents excellent value. This has been borne out by the raf•id sale o.: the first 
printing. 

VICTORIA'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY 
. .... 

The Shire Council has forrr.ed a ccmmittce to arrange local celebrations for the 150th Anniversary later this 
year. Anyone interes t ed in assisting , either as a representative of the Society or in some other capacity, 
should contact the Secretary or Mr~~-Higgins at the Eltham Shire Offices. 

Ctth Stephenson. P.n sse l l Yno!"" .'1'1 
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