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The Old Eltham Courthouse 
The Eltham Courthouse is the oldest public building in Eltham 

and is one of the most prominent historical sites in our area 

■ It was built in 1860 at a cost of £536 ($1072) 

■ It is listed on the National Trust Register 

■ It is one of only six known country courthouses constructed using small handmade bricks 

■ It was established as a Court of Petty Sessions, with a rostered calendar of visits by a 
Magistrate to deal with licenses, permits and electoral roll matters 

■ Other offences were also dealt with at the court by local 'on call' Justices of the Peace 
(JPs) . These included vagrancy, drunkenness, street offences, minor assaults and 
breaches of local By-Laws and Regulations 

■ More serious offences would receiv~ a preliminary hearing at the Courthouse, with the 
'offender' then transported in a horse-drawn carriage to the Melbourne Goal 

■ Over the years it has been used for a variety of purposes - as a Court, a school (1875), a 
polling station, an office of the Eltham Roads Board (1860s) and for the Public Works 
Department of Victoria 

■ Today, it is a local historical asset that is used for various community purposes 

Policeman's Residence and Office 

'-· 

. ; \ 

Policeman's residence and office from 1860 Police horse stables from 1860 

The portable lockup replaces the original bluestone cellblock 

Printed by courtesy of Vicki Ward MP, State Member for Eltham 
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The Old Eltham Courthouse 
The Eltham Courthouse is the oldest public building in Eltham 
and is one of the most prominent historical sites in our area 

Some interesting facts about the Eltham Courthouse: 

• It was built in 1860 at a cost of £536 

• It is one of only two remaining buildings of this design in Victoria 

• It is listed on the National Trust Register 

• It is one of only six known country courthouses constructed using small 
bricks, which for this building were hand made 

• It was established as a Court of Petty Sessions, with a rostered calendar of 
visits by· a Magistrate to deal with licenses, permits and electoral roll matters 

• Other misdemeanours were also dealt with at the court by local 'on call' 
Justices of the Peace (JPs) These included vagrancy, drunkenness, street 
offences, minor assaults and breaches of local By-Laws and Regulations. 

• More serious offences would receive a preliminary hearing at the 
Courthouse, with the 'offender' then transported in a horse-drawn carriage 
to the Melbourne Goal 

• Over the years it has been used for a variety of purposes - as a Court, a 
school (1'875), a polling station, an office of the Eltham Roads Board (1860s) 
and for the Public Works Department of Victoria 

• Today, it is a local historic asset that is used 
for various community purposes and during 
2005 received improvements to the external 
landscaping area in a joint initiative between 
the State Government and Nillumbik Shire 
Council 
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Some Interesting Facts about the 

THE OLD ELTHAM COURTHOUSE 

The building you are currently sitting in is the oldest public building 
in Eltham and is one of the most prominent historical sites in our area. 

Here are some other interesting facts about the Old Eltham 
Courthouse: 

Was built in 1860 at a cost of £536 

It is one of only two remaining buildings of this design in Victoria 

Is currently listed on the National Trust Register 

Each brick used in its construction was hand-made 

One of only six known country court houses constructed using 

small brick 

Was established as a Court of Petty Sessions, with a rostered 
calendar of visits by a Magistrate to deal with licenses, permits and 
electoral roll matters of the area 

Other misdemeanours were also dealt with at the court by local 
'on call' Justices of the Peace (JP's). These included vagrancy, 
drunkenness, street offences, minor assaults and breaches of local 
By-Laws and Regulations 

More serious offences would receive a preliminary hearing at the 
Courthouse, with the 'offender' then transported in a horse-drawn 
vehicle to Melbourne Gaol 

Over the years, has been used for a variety of purposes - as a 
Court, a school (1875), a polling station, an office for the Road 
Board (1860's) and for the Public Works Department of Victoria 

Today, is a local historic asset that is used for community 
purposes. Has recently received improvements to the external 
landscaping area in a joint initiative between the State 
Government and Nillumbik Shire Council 
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COURT HOUSE - 730 Main Road Eltham 

A Court of Petty Sessions was established in Eltham in 1858 and the present building dates from 

1850. It is the oldest public building remaining in Eltham. In its early days the building was 

used as a meeting place and office of the Eltham District Road Board and as an overflow 

classroom for the local school. 

This building and the former police residence beside it were constructed as a result of a petition 

by five Eltham residents in 1857. The nearest police were at Heidelberg eight miles away, or at 

the Caledonia Diggings twenty-one miles away. After the construction of the Court of Petty 

Sessions at Eltham in 1859-60 it was used for a variety of purposes. 

In 1857 five Eltham residents petitioned the licensing magistrates of Heidelberg district. 

They pointed out that Eltham had two hotels, a population of about 1000 and many strangers 

employed on the public roads. 

The Court House has been classified by the National Trust. The citation states that it is an 

example of the simple form of early brick Court House with gabled roof and porch. 

According to National Trust records, the Eltham Court House is a relatively rare building type. 

There are only six other known examples of similar small brick country court houses in the State 

which have small projecting entry porches and a gabled form. 

The front is ....... ....... .. .. ...... ..... ... ...... ....... ............ . and the side walls are of handmade bricks. 

The roof and porch are covered with brown slate tiles and the windows at the side are twelve

paned with decorative fan-like brickwork above. 

Most of the carved wooden and upholstered furniture is original. (Harry tells me that recent 

work at the Court House has included returning the furniture to the original settings). 
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1:1 ,:,1~-.1, ,1.\·, :.'J1,1, .\l,~1u :1L. t/!9L 

(11..fnn· .\Ir . ll11r,·, l' . .\l.. and .\l,·~,rK. 
\\"ingrnvr t\11d l·:lli .• , J.\P.) 

S ,- 11i11r -('oo>'l11l1I,• (l1rn:.:, •r \', ""m1. 
Cri·lli11.---·:,;1,-11li11:.: :1 s:111:11,~. 1·:1l11,, .C.!. 
,\Ir. II . .\I ills "1'1'•·nr.-l f,,r I Ii,• d,,f,•11c,•. 

S-11io··-U,111-il .. .l,lc, I ~11 , _:.:• ' )' d,·1'11,1'.,I 
1h111 011 1l1c l:•Lli i11s1., f.-,111> int'on11111i1111 
n,~.;, ... d, Ii,• i11L,•n·i1,w,·d d,•fr11,h111, "·lio 
s,1i,i h11 h:\d tnk,·11 Iii<' ,:1d,IJ,, nlJ' 1i 
ni ,~·lio r,;,• :111,l li:111d, ·d it lo Jnli11 l.1·n1i,1 
1-i1 I h,• rln 1· of l•:1 Ll111\m r:11:,·s, j11,,t I ,,:f,1rn 
tli, • nn('li,,n snl,•. ll.·f.-nd :;111 ,:1 id I~,· 
n,k,✓ who ()\\'lll'd lli,· ,:1.I,r1 ., a n,l l ,y1111:-;. 
clni11wd ii . J 1 ) ' 

Crns•-·•:,.~111i.1r,l-l t w:1, :,fl,.r tlir.-
&.•lli11~ !lac,•. Lt i~ u~nol tu L:11.l' t.hl) 
s11lhll1: oil' l,..forP lh•• ~nil'. 

:\. L . . ·\nn., t1~1g, ll),'\rk1 ·l g:1rd,·11,•r,. 
11,•pnSf!d thnt. lw r, :nv'1nl11 •r"l ti,,• :111 tl~ 
.l111111nry . llis l11,n,• wn11 tlw ~:• lli11:.: 
n., ,1...-. Borrowl'll n "™l,l1,- fr11tt1 · h-:.011t 
f11r tho rn cr. •nir ,- ,d,11,· mi s nn. wli,•11, 
thn linrsr 1~1111,• in frn111 1I,,• ra,·,·. .\t't,•r· 
tJ,,. rnc1• ltl' 111is,1•rl his ~11i-.ll, • ,,n,I ,·nu!,! 
not tin,! it Cr~,-,•:"l:1mi111•1V-l >,111'b 
1hi11k tl11• h,,y "'~il,I ~ .. n! it. 

,J 11h11 K, ,1;t d rposc•d th:\L ~l Lli+: :1011~ 
.Ja1111:1rr nl Eltlll\111 rn~•:', l11~ il'llL Arm
SI ro11g 1\ s:\ll11ln boc1111,,•cl fro11) I ~-h11y ;: 
h,1d not s1~•11 iL si11l~~ 

.J,,lin l>-·l1rny ,l,:p<)',,..,l lllt'\t on tlm 
, :10th J11nn:ir1· 11l ~h,• rnc.rs he lr-11~ K1•11t; 
; n mciH~ ~1111:n .. , \'lllnn .c:-,. 
' C:011:<ll\hlo T. l•iint 11, ·pos,•cl Lh,1t 011 

the ~)th ,J nnunry hci rc11l<•ml11•r, ·,l 
I{nt tl, ir winninf; ; ~"" 1 h<: hnrsi~ s .. ld ; 
hl'flnl ROllll'OlllJ c11llin;.: c>nl to Ink,: 1 !11! 

; s111ldln oil; snw dd,•rHl:mL lnkin;:: tlw 
I sncl1llc off; hn1l not s.~n sncl.11,: si1i-c1•, 

I Crn•&·l'.Xn111i11t~cl.-lla,l lll'ant th.il 

I 
so.1l dl,: 1rns hn 11d1:-,l to Lyo11s, It ho was 
wor~r- for li11nor. 

l ,Johll l,yon~ d,•1~•>1<•1! \h11t on 1h11 
:\()(Ji ,J,rnuary nL .tho Ehh11111 rne,•,; l11~ 
rt•nw111lu•n~l R.111.ll,~r wi1111i11;.:): wa, 
~t11111li11i; clo~P. to th,• ~t••,,.·nnls' room 
with n rnddlo on his n1·111; :<J>nko to, 
,.._,,.l'l"lll prrso11x.· , l)id not n,..,..,,j\·n, 1111y 

1 sn,lclle frnm clrfo1.,!1111L. \\'as th,• w11r,rn 
I f11r li1111nr. J)i,I 11111. Nl'<' dl'f,,nd1rnt tnkn 
J th,: s>icldl-, .,If the hnrso. I Iran! of Lh1)· 

lo.;s soon 11 ft1•r t hi: rn1.,'\'. \Vas ask,id· 
hy .\rmstro11g if lw h111l sc~~II it, nllli 
snicl no. 

C, O~!I ••xnmi 111~,l - ni,I not .:.:••L th,, . 
hn.v I\ nrnr1in:.:a l" nnd say tlw saddll• 
wns hi$. Will n ,1l swc~nr lh,• hoy did 
nut hnnd the s:1.!,!J,, to mr-. 

Lo'11r t hr d,,f,•11 c1' ~I rs. Crclli 11 
,tut,•ll: H1•11w111li ,, r :,11th ,J11111111ry. 
$,1w ,John J.yo11s nft,'.r S,•lli11:.: H1H'1~ 
with n sacldlo 1111 hisnnndo:'cl ►y wh,1rl} 
the hor-so wn, 110l1I. 

Thnmus II 11p1! Fui ry cl1•pnsr1l t.h ,, t nn 
lho day nfter rr\1:t-s hr. lw:ird L,·011~ 
~ny lhnL he\ was lnnkin:,: for 11 sa.ddltt 
th11t ,~.,s 111i~l11itl; Lyons 11'1\llt t.o look 
for tl11, Hntldln ,111 th,i rnc1'.co11rs1'. 

\\'111, U1'l)lli11, .:Jclrf,,111l1111t, cl;::wl• ·•l 
1l111l h01 hn,11·t! ~,,11rn n11n ~ing n11t It> 

l11k,: tit,! ~11lldl11 ol\'; h,•,11-.I l.l' ,111.• s .11· 

l111: :<111lulr wt\s his, 1111,l Lyl\1111° tollk it. j 
Lyo11~ was i;t11ndi11g; Lyo11t1 1rn, v,!ry 

drunk. 
C:ai.e Jis1irir..sctl. 

Ellham D1s1nc1 H1stoucal Soctety (&l!hamh1st01y org au) 



BREAKI~O A PUBLICAN'S LEO. 
didn't kick ~lh 
of. He didn 't k 
NI would ban I 

D?Cli:, DRl~K. ANO OA'B. 

A COSTLY PABTl!d:S. 

At lbt i:ftham Pnlic• Com ec, Taeoday 
I•"• before llr, O'li!tara, P.X., an~ lhMro, 
11ell, Dunean. and Winl:TO"e, .r1.J>. , Jnh11 
T>in,iwell ~•lla,o procttdod a(111illlt Joh• 
\l.illiam1, woo-:lcnrte,-, ot 11:ltham, tor unlaw
fnlly usaultinir bim on the 6th Val'<'h 1 ... 1. 

Mr. 11rnoha:, a,peettd nn behalf ot 
rou,plainant, and MJ". Woolf Flnk on bebalf 
ol tho defendnt. 

llr Ilra;uhay, f• ttath,~· ti• eu-. taid 
that on tbe 6th of Vareh latt.betwten ttftn 
anrl eii:bt n•cJnck fn the ennh1r-, defendant 
was ot the Cou•eillon' .Armt H'otel at 
Wal10t:'a Creek, tban 11:tpt by the C<>ta• 

plaiuut. Thrtt i:ntltmtn aloo ""'re thtre 
at the same time, Damed lltadenon, Hill, 
•n➔ I.off. A!tor lbe:, had bad nnt M lwn 
drinb dtfenclant uh<l Bolian If be eoul,1 
tiYe bim 1orce oat,, and 81llan rerlie'! no, 
u ht bnd ooly ennuj!b for bia,elf. William• 
then tnid ---- (lbe nact word, use,I 
a~ ton dioi:a•ting to print). aD<l 1t1'Dck 
Stllan 111 tbr face and knocked bi111t dowa, 
ant! 011 Sella'" irettiuir •P h• wa, aJrl'in 
lcno<'\.-ed dnwn by Wi11iam1, wbo ... ,11 med 
to dral!' bim 11ndtr hi• hnroee' fMt. kicked' · 
bim and brolct nae of Sellan' l'11".owiu1t to 
whir.b hi< clitnt ha,! been laid up for Hotlt 
or 1i11b, weeko, nd tftn waa nol well yat, 
u th•r• woutd alwayt be a deformity. Ht 
would c:111 uidence to pro" bi, case, and 
th• Tlencb would find tha, • Yery brntal 
asuull had beea com1Dltted'. 

A II wita ... re were..,ardered out el court, 
Tbe eo111plai11anl (on OAtb) uld hi• nam•· 

wa• .Tohn Din11welt Sellal'I-, ~ntleman, of 
21 Clarke Street. Melbeo"'e. O• tb• 61h• of' 
~IA,-eh laal ht wu an betelbeper kMpi11g 
the {',0uncillon' Arms Hokt. V('alloa'a Creek. 
On that date abnal 1 o'eloek In the ffenitlfl' 
d•!cnrlant came lo bl1 pht.••• M-n. 
llendenon, Hill, and Lon ""'re lhere also. 
When louinir defendant uked· for IIO
cat!'; and be repliod be had oaJy enoai:-h for
himoelf. Dereodanl then '"'on bad laniraage 
and waliO<I toward, hi• leam-. and •• he-11:tpl 
on 1wtarin11 oo wen& o ... r to paelfy bimo. bo• 
defen<t&DI then a11a11lted hi111 ;. threw him, 
dnwn and kicktd him. Hfll pulled Willi..,,. 
off him, and Hendenon uked him (Sellaro) 
to 11el nr, bal he replied be could not'-as _his 
anklt was out or bit 1011 l,,Clko11. He was 
then carried lt11lde. He wea4 that 11ii:bt to 
a doctor at (;bristmu Hilla and,... told bio 
leir was brol-eo. He was •e..-en ....,.b and..
tbe doctor, and paid bia 12 i:oineu <recei~ 
produced). H .. did nnt proO'Olce Williama. 

?n crott-examiMlfon complaineat ad
mitted that Wlltiame bad called preriou1ly 
repratedly at th• hotel, bol would not l!Me 
tbat be wu an old acqaaintanct, He could 
not tell why WIiiiams bad treated him oo. 
They were abalcfni: dice, bu, lhe,> only bait 
one mu•c\. William• fintt uked for-lhem : 
He did not keep dice in the bar; tbe-diee in 
qucotioe belongerl to a ludo boal\l. T1Ht 
fhrht occurred about 7,!0 p .m. R,. N>old 
not tell exactly bow many drinks ha had 
had befnre lht accident occurred, pe,hapo 
fi•• or •ix. Had po9iti.,.ly, ne,er oatd that 
" if Willi•mt Mmeo into the har aod 8honts 
fnr nne or t""' r will let the !nltltr- drop." 
He hNi heen drunk on ocen•i '\nl. Remem
hr-red capsitiD(? hi• c11.rt 1urne 1ix month• 
before . 11nrl Jo•ing hi1 lamp., bat wat nnt the 
worse for liquor on the ali;~ Williama 

11.r. lll'llysha, 
not being aware 
kick Sell11n f· 

William11.-Ni 
The Btnch I 

conaider the m 
Pblice Magistn 
hut th.~t nn nua 
-nld' fine dot, 
imrriaonmcnt. ; 
default diall'CII 
pa:,ilL 

CLAllol 
Sellan ,.., Wi' 

i'a coonection w 
llr. Bra;nbaJ 

-nld· be the"'' 
eLc;e, tbe solicit< 
with. him to 1im 
the damag01, ,. 
o•eraj?:lin, 

~Ir. Fink anid 
.., pnint out I 
brought it all 
encournj!ing Ii 
pr<misc,i . 

The Bench• a 
21, and rulowod 

E=tion ata 

rm atand a re 
knock the-who!, 
brick. That ia 
tbe health, when 
their proper fan 
trouhle all alOll 
out of ordtt-. is I 
tbe atoinacb, rt 
matter-, and bee 
eloe, It 1Zeta in 
carriu it &ll ~• 
1lug11l1hoen, las, 
talLe in the mo.I 
l[RI and cau·eea • 
tion in the tin• 
lieartburn and ff• 
and l,lotcbts on 
beadacbOI. Nin 
rncnt■ are duo to 
canoe. Dr. Mori 
coo,tlparlon. T 
do not 1lcli:e0, do 
.Jr. Morae'• Indi 
healthy 1tomact. 
li,...r ~ they put• 
and 111 •e yoD, b 
red. Dr. Morae• 
•looJ the Ifft o 
weighed in tbe 
.... uni-



• ELTHAlt 
OOUBT OF PETTY SESSIONS. 

TvbD.lT, 12Tn FnBUABT, _ 1qol 
he (B•fore T. Smallman, Eaq., P.&f., 
.io and MH!n. 0. S. \~inpgr)ove, \Vm, 
,n D11Dcllll, and J. Dell, J L , 
,o 
th' Oonatahle Oalvio, of Orten1'borongh, 
J. p~e

1
de

8
d •~•inu · Pete~ Doyle a11d 

a Danie erragan, two 7otinJ oaen t1m-
er ployed OD the rallW•J work• al Ore_enB • 't' 
lo boroasb, for the l•rcony of two bottle, 
ia nf bt~r from Mr. Poulter'• Hot.I at 
ill GrHua'boroogb on the fith

0

in1t, ,I 
ae Th, pri1011er11 wl10 were arre1ttd OD 

!d warrant, plt.>aded 1101 11uih7, and were 
18 

dr.femled lly Mr. Hidgew,71 and 
" CoHtable Oal,in proMtcu•ed, 

After " le11g1hy hearing, t h~r were 
y both fou1d ·guir:; ■ ad ti11;d 20,, iu 

~1!:e:i!t 1 day•' inaprisouruent, with 13K 
coat,, which waa pKid. 

st I\. eecond chat•i;ft wna pref P.rrerl 
d ai:ftinal IJerri;:•11 hy ().,u~laLle Oalvi1, 
11 of u saaltini: nni, E,Jwiu OiMinit at 
,, Poulttr'a Hot'ol, 0,1en1boruu11b, on the 

lllh inat. 
Mr. Ridgeway ap('l!ared for . th ~ 

10 defence, auil· pri.touer pleaded not 
1J guilty. . . . 
1

• • Ehrin_.OJ!dinl{, .a71>ung maa rllidia11 
,. ~t Qrff~~ollg~, B&J.t.••~d~~~ i ~ 
I, t>!eot tbaL ou the date 111 qaeiti11n .• h, 
d wo In 1he bar of l'ouller'• liutel 11he11 
tt prieooer with a lew or hi, con1pauiou ► 

came inln the bar and b~g•n to t•nt• • 
lize him for le,1Yi11g the railway work· 

:~ Lefore lrn r,ckin1i•off' time Oil c,i,e •~r) 
warm afttruoon •om,• days previou1ly 

ll anJ 6ui•hrJ up liy alrikiug hi111 · , 
•t 1nere blow o• tho ri;:ht eye, alre, 
[f W•ltich • geutrol acumw l'llkUNl. 

,t Pri1011er anid in del~■ ci, th•t if h, 
t. atruck comphino1rt he hod no rrcollrc• 
Y lion of it, 111 I,,, ha.I tak1m •nmP. drink . 
ly Mr. Sma!ln1a11 C•Ulin1wd the pri10ne1 
ie 1ner,l1 and lin~d him £3, with 14-
·n 6d cosu, in drf,,ult 3 ,..c.,ka' i1i1prison 
"' 1ae11t, autl told lti1• that if lw or auy 
I, other of the OreP.11•lmr,111gh rowdin 
:t C•DII bt·fore him •i:a:n thut probahly 

:f ~:~~ :~:::.,:t~,:~ ~;t~::\,~~ i;~~~iaon-
, 'J'h" fin~ and coeLa wrn paid. 

Cou1l11Ll1 Moher proc.,P.drd ai:ainst 
Williau, Murrie, hotolke.,pcr, Elih11m, 

e for ueglrctiug to couSP. hi• child to b~ 
' ncciuated. Ile pleu,led guilty, and 
1 atatNI in ••itii:ntinn o( tbc off~nce thm1 
1 b" wa, not 01•po1t•d to having the ehihl 
1 ucciuai..d, but hia wife "'"' totally 
· 1 •~•inat ••ccinatinn, lJ, fcudaol wu 
• ti11ed 201, in d~f.ult distress. 
' Con"tah1• ~1 nl, ,, .. , ,-,,,.,. .. r1 ... ,1 _ __ : _ , 



~ ouaerud from Deccm• 
27. Seconded b1· Air. ANNIE CH A8ES ·A TINKER. 

.,· 
J. AND STABS A CllN~TABLE WITH A 
W. Cracknell that tb, llAT ?IN. 

is ,tar\ on the lllb. 
b1 Mr. Glennon :and 

: knell that last seuon', 
·ary alteration of datea 

claba, and the addi-
1!l'Hiona l pla1er1, be 
by Mr. rlunkeH nnd 

will be commenced on 
, when \be following 
::11 :-
i inglake, at Chri,tmu 

~Cilia, a\ Panton Hill. 
. b:Je. . ., 

" 
·o Grou~d vfchristmn& 
i at K11ntnroo Ground 
) afternoon. 

! E £VJ::LTS On&EnYEn. 

. scni;on will soon be in 
l.: e lo ma La~ one or two 
1terestcd iu tbc i:amc, 
grounds, and gcnernl 
:i bt could be iratly 

) tbis di~trict to treal 
:b light rcfreahmcuts, 
·:!rayed uy mom hers of 
?Dtributc one 1bill!n1? 
has a lways appc11red 

><.:es~ary io&>ruucb '"• 
! 1\inglr.ke C. <.:., the 
nre no great di~t:ioce 

..t the tra,·cll ing team 
dinner - l,efor11 tbey 

:lub plays matchtt 11t 
aturd:i,rs during the 
,n,.e pniJ lCl:I ftl'icce, 
·id abo,·e membersh ip 
O'fll' for it. 
shmcnta be aboliehed 
~ tom coming a COD• 

and frt:I sare that 
'. 11-at the same ra~ 
,ch the aeason, "fll'itb 
: ' wicketa. ground, or 
,, rial,. For in1tnnce, 
~1"8 who live 1tt aome 

bc:ici: unable to get 
:i they could often 
: r home : and for the 
three cbeaµ practice 
c purcha■ed. 

cl icve the lad iee abow 
grand old ~amv by 

, . Clnb. so 1upµorled 
! . 

•! retrenchment and 
~ lone in thin kiu:,: tl111t 
JUl-'ht 10 a m11ch more 

wonk! be a mnrked 
play all round with 

'. t«:r wickets. and the 
'!CODomic li11e, than 

·roacbin,t so much 011 

:ind thanking 100 in 

.L 0. WIELDER. 

--S~ 334 or TM /Oiu
c_·titswick High l:.,ad. 
-ootaiD!! a J~-nptioo 
_.,, lb!- lf.,ld H«-:t 
~ oJt at tl.e 

Ou lb• enuint of the 23rd uh., 
about 9 o'clock, tht1 Elthaw r~11idt'nla 
•ert1 atnrtled h1 the wild and ear
pincing 1hrif'i:1 of a female coruing 
from t.be Jirf'ction of I lie ertoelc, npp<>-
1ito tho Shire Secretary', hou1e. A 
nuo1ber of \hu rl'1iclen1a, thin kine 
aomto\bioi: 1eriou11 had hapf•f'ned, 
h 11rried oat tu ucerLKin the cause, and 
arnoai:11t tlaem wu 0oustable Maber, 
who le11rned that thE' pt'rson who waa 
giving Tent Lo terrifying ahrit'ka waa a 
young wuri~c! woman named Annie 
Ehlt-r11, who for two days prniously 
bad occupied a hollow log on th• bank 
of the creek: a\ Eltbaru in con1pany 
with a ,trut-lling linker. Tlai11 indivi
dual •J.~tud t.~aL th, voruan accom
l'&oied him !rom South Melbourne on 
the undns1and io~ tbd tbey ware to 
travel togl"ther through the country; 
but · unforrnnately oa that da1 thf'y 
both indul::~,I in too auch of •.be 
stroni: ale of Eltbam and tliat had quite 
upaet Ann ie's nervt-s, and as the log 
acconrniodation was rather lirnited, and 
the tinker wantl'd more than his share, 
a quarr~I ensaed, with the reanlt that 
Annie purstied the tinkor for his lifA, 
thruteaiu,: to do all aurta of dewperate 
t.hingL He ioformed Constable .Maher 
aba bad a large knife and he waa afrRid 
to go near ht1r. The coaRtable 
cau,iou&IJ approach~ her in Lhe darlr
uess and pinionl'd bt1th arrus to bAr 
aide, but in doing- so rl'ceived a sharp 
1t11L in tlafl thi;:h, whicb he uturally 
thoo,.hl was th• kn ife. After nrncb 
diilic~lty tbt hand wu opened, ,rhich 
tightly clasped • hoge bat pin. At 

.thiii atai;:e .A::1.111ie aiain .threw h ■raelf oa 
the·grouml and c-XerciSl'd her powerfal 
lel\tber loni:1 .to ll1e fullest e::ctuL A 
wheelharrow was at length procured, 
Ann ie's li-;:1 tied with a pocltat-hand
kt-rchil'f,and 11how1t.1plllcf'd in the barrow 
for remo~al to the lod:ap, but nnfortu
nat .. 11 the wron~ -way about, aa wa.1 
af:t-rwnrda Bt"en. The journey lo the 
lockup harl onlJ ja~t proceeded, with 
J,.rrold Brothers npportin: Annie's 
ht-ari - and arma, and Oonatalile Maher 
h"l"Pen thl' shafts, wht!n with nno 
powc-rful aod well-directed kick-, which 
wou!cl h11,·e dont' credit to Thurgood, 
the Easl'ndon ::oal-lcick:er, she landed 
the couatahle into the middle of the 
roadway. Howt-vttr, Yr. Jarrold, with 
hi• kiod and genial eunner, which ia 
roach cpprttiat.-d by the ladies, 
aoeeee-dl'd in l'nticin~ the youni: ladJ 
to a~r:1pany him to GoTf'romont 
lodgint•, which she reaJily did. She 
apr~n<l next day ~fore Mr. \Viogron, 
J.P .. for disorderly coadac~ and on 
rn,misi~: that 1:-t'-ian that ~ 
,..-ee" voice woald be he.rtl no more at 
Eltbam, ahe wae allowed to return to 
Melboa~ willa a ea11lioa.. 

.-.Lieb ~ ~id to he a f The Templ°ltowe Council will meet 
'T1 uc:r wall be sent free • 
linic I.heir addrcu to to transuct bu1u1eas 012 Molld•J alter• 

noon next. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistmy.org.au) 

would mention WIIS that of hlr. C<,1-
liur, of Ta~ura, who in April lul 
fr,,ni 30 cow a recti v;ed 180 quart, or 
milk " d ny ; while i.no~her g<>ntleruau 
iu tbe 1atRfl diatricL from 15 cows 
rect!ive-d 200 qaarl• per day. Tbt> 
latter bad 120 11crP.11 of bia farm undf'r 
locorne, his averaJ?fl from 36 co.wa 
being a return .:,f £10 13j 4d per ~w 
for the Yf'ar. He aowed hia lac•rne at 
th• rate· of 71b■ of aeed per acre, broad
cut ; he cut the firal c'rop aaid fad il 
to hi~ cow1, th~• irrica\ion w111 o..-d, 
and after a tiwe graz.ed. He al ■o b.d 
a amall area und11r eorgl.aum, which 
trew to a height of about 9 feet. 
Anothn farmer, .Mr. Lockwood, baa 
80 ■cr11 of land •nd.r laceroe, irrij:a
tion bcin~ again uaed, and from which 
in ■ix 111onth1 ending iu Aµril laat 
be took H a retarn for milk the ••m 
of £3 per acre. An.olb.r, Mr. Curtis, 
haa lZ cowl, from which in Lhe middlP 
cf sumtn4'r he was td:iug 18 g11llon1 of 
milk: d .. ilv, and from wbou1 he took 
over £Ii per bP.ad per aunulll. Yet 
another farruer, Mr. Hastings, 3S cowa 
for ,oo q••rt1 per day ; l,at bis fodder 
f11iled, and yet deRpile Lhe fact that be 
had several fr,.ah eow11, newly ca.Ind, 
his supply fell 160 qoarta per dfty; hia 
Jou for tbe yur thro~h feed ,:?iving 
ouL hP utimatl'd at not le.s than £100. 
The cnaae of Mr. Haa1ing1 fodder 
giving out was owin~ to land he bad 
pa,\.i1 with aorgbui_becoming flooded 
tbe ''erop wa1 a failn're. .Mr. Hohson, 
another dairyman, makes farming pay 
by lucerne grown. with the aid of irri-
1:atio■, his cowa being iu full prnfit all 
through Lhe aummer and ev1r1 cow fa\ 
and in condition St for the IJutcber. 
H we go further nortb to Kerang, we 
find maoy inatancea of dairy farming 
carried oo aucc,.sdolly d"apite the 
a ·h·erae aeason by the aid of irrii:ation. 
Mr. Bott, of Kerug, kept 40 cow1 for 
tbrN wontba by meana _ ~f ~orghum 
gro·wn oli land irriga~ by pumping 
water on to the land. Wbtn Mr Bott 
■ tarted feedini: with sor,:hant bia milk 
in two day■ increa■ e-d to ,1 gallona per 
day from 37 ~allona be was ~ettini: 
prior to starting \o feed . Mr. Morphy, 
of Keraog, alao went io for growing 
1orgbom, and sowiag. it in Deccaher 
be ;cut the tir■ t tillle in March, the 
crop being then 10 reel hi~h; t.he crop 
,·a.a ag"in watered, Lhe rH11lt beiniz a 
IP.cond cuttin~ of 6 feet in height. Mr 
.?ti urphy b,lievr■ that one acre, pro
perly attended, of aor;bum Yould k~p 
and feed t'l{o cows for aix months. 
There are many otber1 who mii:ht be 
mentioned, the aure thing bciug that 
with proper can and attention dairy
ing ia one of the aoreat induatriea in 
t.be State. Mr CroYe alao mentioned 
the ~aio obtained by intense cultar■, 
gi'f'ing several instaoc:N in proof in the 
riciz.ity oC AdeJaick. when thrN! 
cattiogs of aorgbam per aanaia are 
e,timated to yiP.ld 60 and 70 lOD8 or 
fttd pe-r acrp pe-r ■ annm, ~ attd to 
the acr-. ~n:; abowi. I~ lbe. 'llaia, in 
~ir ltot climate, ia ,rai.er.J •nry ten 
dayL Barley and rye i1 alao growo, 
being ready to cat ie ~n wetolcs fron, 
the time 1' ia ■own. By in~nse eul-

the aopply was PXpon~I wl:..i
wat a ~urph1a. .Mr W. Tb■ft' 
whi\L surpri11ed him wa1 th 
Church; " repreaeutati~ or p.-o 
should objf'!r.l to 1,ay a lii$?h p., 
butter. (L,uighLer. ) Mr B,.il 
poaed a Tole of tbauks to Mr 
for his Tery instrtlCti,·e a11d 
Rddr■aa. He also wu li.l:e Mr ( 
althnagh li~i11g iu the- nor1h•r1 
he objected to the bii:h priee of 
Mr Chllrch 1eeo11d .. d tb.tt- aaoti04 
had only ha.d time to rear " 
while \boll'! preuot grew llH! al 
wbteb he had to pay _hiitlk price 
Glauford: " Kf'!"P on.'" (Loud 
t .. r.) A •oice: " Ask the inlf>r 
~eneral to PX.plain.'' (Laagbter. 
Church : " No d,,-bt the fart~! 
lik• m• to kMp <>f1o but l hnt! • 
now to ,aake room tir tla,,m. 
Edwards aupport!!d ,~ mot.ioc 
coneidored tbe ct.lliryi~ ind11St 
salvation of the- Sr at•. The 
wu t"nth1taia11,ieally earril"d,. 
Crowe, in rt-ply, tt-i.Dl.f'!d tlaerr: 
intended vi1iiin~ Ur 0.f'fy,. o( 
r~pn•, who the pre-vioua moa 
t11lrt-n £50 14a 2d for hi• milk. 
was no dqul.,t that U\I" dairying 
try would we-11 repay an1tM1e t , 
in\o. The conferPnce thco adji 
to the following day. 

KISS SUTHERLAND'S \V 

' On Sanday eveuing, 2&h iMt 
resident• of Paoton Hill wer& 
(a.Toured with II Tiait front Si.ttr 
the able representative aaa ,asaiat 
Miu Suthttrland in htt nob!, 
;iraiaeworthy effi>rta of reeeuin, 
dren from wretchedn1111 and a: 
lra111!errioc tb,,,m to hom11 of en 
where \bey are trained to lin• o 
falneu. 

The meeting waa held in tbe 
achoo!. Tbl' Ch,irman (Mr. Mt 
in a few appropriate remarks 
dueed Siater Mary, who kept 
audiaoe11 intere1ted by a Ti'f'id d1 
tion of her work and tranla tbr 
out. the entire le-ng,h and hf-H< 
the state. A tDOre Cbriat-Jili:e 
it · is difficult to CODCfliTe, and 
~r,uif1ing to know that it 'baa 
and still ia Emi•ontly 111eceuf11l 
new Home reeently porcbased i■ 1 

bandaome building, aitoated ir 
Rnyal Park. A la'Ee amount c 
purchaee money bu alrMd1 been 1 

·and I.here i1 nery prospect ol it 
free of de~ a\ 110 ,·ery distant 
Siner Mary intenpened bet" ai 
addrea wi,h aeYeral aoloa. be.ut 
?'9ndenod, and Mrs. Sallina k 
presided at the orgao. 

Tae collectiOD amouled lo £ 1 
Id. 

Tbe 1-,edictio■ l-ftng pn,ao• 
broogbt Ote meeLi11g to a . cloee. 

I a addition to the ,::::,011ut st 
aho,e· Si1ter Mary receiud pri 
1ohacriptio111 amouotinr to 59, ma 
the PantoA Hill wtal £1 16e ld. 



,·ach district. 
,rd inati on Lctwec-n the Na-
111 ·:1,i, ,. F'11nd and the admin-

1ru111 .:iaLu1·uay:; :suc1u1 "111 uc ue, u ~eu I to visit the district and his man y , w 
to the hall flor fund s. friends again. "For they arc jolly ! 

----- ~oocl fc 1low~•· was sung and the cheers 
,., , r, wr-a/th Invalid ELTHAM POLICE CQURl 1 

•,)t:Jc: be hea:-d res0undin~ in tr.t:> d i.;,-
.s.1 ,,1,, .',f:, t<: r ni ty Al- ' T7 UN• 1

, c bill~. The proceeds .:·:-u:-;: :C: t." r 
. 1,d Pensions. 

system nf lab or. bureaus 
1·cco111111endcd be ut,jJised 

TuESDA Y, MAY 3, 1927. 1 · o.: ning are to be forwarded to the , 
(Before Messrs Smithers, Wraight, j ;_, .Jbournc hospit~l. The m~nagcment , 

d P . "J' p ) . wish to thank Miss M. Giddens for · nn nee, s. . . . 
rpos e of certification of un- e1. , .. J J .• firm ,•·as sued foi· r'-te" bv the /

1 

supplying_ first-class mu_si_c free of 

I 

Elth h . but the amount navino-

1 

charge, and the many w1llmg helpers 11 L in connection ·with exem- am s ire, 0 b . h • t .. 
been paid the case was struck out. ,vho did much to n~g t e evening- o . I, I~_.\~ ' 

John Griffith.;,, of :Montmorency, i a successful conclusion. , 
n contribution. 
.i ccl of the Government in 

\,.,., ." fin°d 5 / , or 12 hours, for not I ~ Lhc Cnmmi~sion was to col- , " ·' "" 
regarding- National Insur- sending his child to school. ; WARRANDYTE. 
. • h t · d Damaaina with In_tent to~ Steal. . / 1· at111g- rn ot er coun ncs an "' .. ,_ 

it to devise means in Aus- Frank Thomas Hill, of i)l Elgin i ---------- i 

T i,, 

H. 
making- provision for casual 
permanent tll\·alidity, old 

unemp!A,ment. 

street, Carlton, was charg-cd by Con:.-t. i At E:.i,,tcr this pleasure resort ,~·as ·1 

\\". G. Purser with damaging; with in- I well p~troniscd. The most pleasing 
tent to steal vegetables to the value · amusement at the Easter Gymkhana I --
of ~2, the property of Robert Xc sS, ! was the canoe events on the_ Ya~ru, I 

- - ·-· ·- ·--- - of Kangaroo Ground. !·some •10 members of the V;ctorian 
HODIST CHURCH. nobert i\ess, in giving evidence, · Canoe Club taking p~rt. Three prizes I 

••• said he sa~v two men on his property: ( were given locally as f.vllows :- I 
artcrly meeting of the Yan One he did not know, but th c oth ci l ,1-10 yards (.;;ingles).-Trophy pre- \ 
cuit was held at Mcrnda, he identified as defe nd ant, who was i scnte<l hy Mr. Carroll, Grand Hotel, , 
·. \V. II. Taylor presided. It carrying- a pum~kin_- Thcr~ were t:o ; Warrandytc.-C. Tudor 1, W. Fisher i 
·tcd that thcrl' were 7 ,1 adult heaps of pumpkins 111 readiness to e · ~, R. nurg-in :i ; 7 competitors . · 
and 18 junior:;, and in spite taken away. The pumpkm plants were \ 440 yards (pairs).-Truphies pre- Moto; 

removals there were 13 more niuch damaged. . . . 1 scnted by \Varrandyte Progress 
Defendant in g 1ymg evidence, swore ; D 1' 

than three Years ago. Sue- ' - th d t , Leag-ue and Mr. J. J. Moore grocer.- e lV· · . I that he met a stranger on c roa o , T.• K 
:.irvcst effort:; were made 1n "f . h. t J. Jackson and "\V_ Conyers 1, r..... en~ 

I whom he !rave a Ii t rn 1s mo or car, . 
ces, but most of t:hc money k b h" . t pad ; ncdy :.ind C. Tudor 2 ; 8 pairs com-. and was ta -en y 1111 rn o a · - i 
, retained for trust purposes I d , d . pumpki·n He was ; petcd. 

• . ocK an given a • ; . 
as a conside . able deficiency . th k. to his car when ,

1 
440 yards (fours) .-Trophies carrying e pump m . • _ 

'.lccount~. Arrangements . . t d b. N~ss who demanded , by V .A.C.A.-K. Kennedy, B. 
, .... <! for the visit of Sister mtercepl e t· 'n as 'to why. he was I Haines, N. Gilbert, W. Fisher, 1 W. an exp ana 10 
ts Home Mission deputation t 1. pki"ns Conyers, J. Jackson, H. Edward, F. sea mg pum . . 

l r. '!·,,., resignation of Mr. Under cross-examination defc! 1 1d . Taylor, 2. There were 5 heats and 20 

:ilq 1rintendent of the said he did not know the man to w 1 . competitors. Each event was closely BUS'i 
,unday school was ac- he had given a ride, nor did he ' :ontested. One crew upset into the BEE; 

I , 

.vil 11 1 • ,,; ret, ;ind thanks were ask his name, although he wast .,·, .river. 
1 for his services. Mr. Fred. I ened with a prosecution. Every competitor thoroughly en-
as appointed as acting super- I Hill was convicted and sentenced joyed himself, and likewi:;e the on-
,1t. Mr. Greenwood, circuit I to 14 days imprisonment, the sentence lookers. On Sunday af.ternoon a canoe QRD 
, reported that the confer- to be suspended for six months on carnival was held, when the banks of 
l not accede to :.he request to payment of £3 3/ to cover damages I the river was packed with visitors, the 
e a Home Mission station, and and costs. main feature being a burlesqu~ of 

Tl 

·. Allsop, from Beaufort, had Members of the bench were very the arrival of the Duke and Duchess Come 

,pointed and a hearty welcome strong in- their remarks about th_e way to Warrandyte, which was very funny COPI 
Lended to him: Mr. R. S. Knox both orchardists and .£armers were and · ~a used roars of laughter. On 
nated half an acre of land to robbed by. people travelling in motor Ea~t~r Saturday afternoon the local 
.I as a tennis court at Mernda, cars, and expre~d themselves as be- gymkhana was held, when the result 108 1 

wu::i sincerely thanked for his ing determined _ to make examples of will be a nice sum of money will be Hi r, 
lefore the meeting terminated any mean pilferers wh0 . mig~t be divi'ded between the Pro~ress Associa- becu 
; Greenwood and Barton re- brought before them and convicted. tion Cricket and. Football and Pianola excil 
to the departure of their minis- In fact, on_e member said that i~r the clubs. Everything passed off well in quh-1 

nd greatly regretted tha~ ill- future he would vote for sending to 1 d"d • th 
fi 

sp en 1 wea er. 
had cau.sed him to aak for a goal without the option of a ne any 

taint 

---------rest, and expressed the hope person convicted of robbing farmers 

5 speedy recove:-y. To this Mr. and orchardists. 
T l 

the =======~= r replied suitably, and ~eked for i p ~!?\TIN _,, vf ,d_ dt'-~ripuons at 
prayfQJ support for his succea- A 1 · · • · ~ · . nings of Blackburn, who were ,,.;ven woo • .·, •• , Vt'rl 1:.er- •. uw•;-:- · o• 

The local cricket club wss defeated 
last Saturday by Blackburn by 3 
wickets in the final. In the second in- whc 
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El THAM POLICE COU ·1 ation. He did not ask where the 
/ slept the night before. Eltbam was 

-.----•~•~••••----- 14 miles by rail from Melbourne and 
TUESDAY, MAY 17, 1!)27. Panton Hill 11 miles from Elth;m. 

. The Bench said it was , quite clear 
(Bcfo,re Mr. Grant, P.M., ~m1thers, that the men· on th1§ . premises were 

Wraight, Leach, San ton, Middleton, · not bona fide travellers, and defen-
Pric ..., , and Bradley, J's.P.) dant w.ould be convicted and fined £1, 

Uaing Obscene Language. with 1/ costs, in default distress. 
Constable Fitzpatrick procee!'ded . A case of allowing persons on licen

"gainst Joseph Laird, for using ob_. sed premises , , ~~ withdn .wn. 
hl.!ene language in a public place. De- In connectio, , ,1• lth this case, James 
fcndnnt, who pleaded guilty, stated Barber, ,Patri<'h -~'ldler, and William 
11e was a ha.rd-working man living be- Habel wer~ fHw,t ): t, with 1/ costs, 
tween Eltham and Diamond Creek, for being on licul · 111d premises, and 
and that he had lost everything in the for claiming that they were bona fide 
recent fires at \Vutson's Creek. He travellers they were each fined 40/. 
was fined 40/, in default 7' days' im- In inflicting the fine the P.M. said that 
prisonment. ' !'e regarded the claim ·made by the 

men that they were bona fide travel-
Irene Louise Fields, of Railway lers as more serious . than the one of 

Place, Briar Hill, was· charged with being found on licensed premises, as 
using obscenf' languaje · at Railway they had led to the licensee being 
Place, Briar Hill, on th April. She convicted, although he generally 
pleaded not guilty. Constable Fitz- found that the licensee was quite 
patrick prosecuted, and Mr. Clark willing to be mislead. 
defended. Eltham Hotel. 

Bertrand Thurlow, rubber worker, Herbert Watson, licensee of the El-
Briar Hill, deposed that at 8.30 tham Hotel, was charged with allow
p.m. on Saturday, 9th A~ril, he was ing men on licensed premises on 
sitting in his ·fron.t room reading the Sunday; 8th May, whilt Frederick . 
"Herald," and his little daughter 11 Hooper, and William George Man
years of age was with him, when his chester were charged with being on 
daughter compl~ined of the bad Ian- licensed premises during prohibited 
guage someone f\vas using. He looked hours. The three erases were taken to
out and saw Mrs. Fields walking gether. Inspector Gardner prosecuted, 
along and ,~sing obscene language and Mr. Manchester ( one of• the de
(produccd). She was using the Ian- fendants), solicitor, appeared for de
guage frcq1.1ently. He had no d.oubt fendants. 
about_ the language or where it was Constable Fitzpatrick said that on 
used. Sunday, 8th May, he saw Hooper come 

To Mr. Clark : He lived next door. from the front of the hotel and he 
There was nobody about except the noticed his coat was bulging, and he 
woman's husband. Defendant was un- crossed the road to Evelyn House op
dcr t he influence of liquor. posite. Witness then went into the 

Gertrude Thurlow, wife of the pre- hotel, and in a passage opposite the 
vious witness, deposed that on the 9th lodgers' cupboard he saw the wife of 
April there was a disturbance in the licensee . with a g\~ss containing 
Fi('lds' place, an? Mrs. Fields came o,n ·a light colored liquor, into which she 
to the road, callmg out her husband s was pouring soda water. Manchester 
name and using obscene language. was standing alongside. Witness asked 

To Mr. · Clark : She had no doubt Mrs. Watson what Manchester was 
llbout the defendant being the person doing there, '" .1 Manchester replied 
... ho used the language. She had not that he had coni ' 1·, nee about dinner. 
seen what her husban~ had writ:en on Mrs. Watson ti ,. •1 ,mid that Man
the paper in reference to the obscene chester had c1•rn1i 1, !.1ee about dinner. 
language. They had not compared the Witness asked "' h the drink was 
papers. for, and Mrs. Wat8on said it was for 

Mr. Clark suggested that the ima- her husband who was not too well. 
-gination of the two previous witnesses When asked •where her husband was, 
'had run away with them, and denied she said he was having_ a -bath. Witness 
that the words · complained . of were said he had seen a man named Hooper 
used. leaving the hotel, and asked what he 

Frederick Clayton, .miner. Greens- was doing on th.e premises. Mrs. Wat
borough, said that on the 9_th April son said she didn't know. Witness ' 
he was talking to Mrs. Field:; after , Jatl'r interviewed Hooper, and asked 
tea about 8 o'clock .. He was talking I J,im what he had gone to the hotel 
.about 15 minutes. During that time no ! fer. and he said, "To see what I ' 
bad langua~e was ui-ed and defendant i cn:!<l get." Witness said, "Evidently 
was not under the influence of : vou got something,. as you seemed to 
liquor. : he carrying something like a bottle.'.' 

Irene Louise Fields, the defendant, Hooper lived opposite the hotel, while 
said that she never used bad language. Manchester lived about half- a mile 
She had never spoken to the com- away. 
plainan'ts at any time. She was talk- Mr. Manchester cross-exa_mined the 
ing- to Clayton ht-tween 8 and 8.30, witness at great length, but his 9ues
nnd talkcd about half-an-hour. tions became so involved that neither 

To thc Rench : Th<' only r_carnn she I the police, the inspector, nor the 
r n 11 ltl s111r1•<'!:.t. f nr 1'h11r1•n n1l' !S !'ll'tion i .._ ___ , -· -· ' ' · - ' 
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CAPEWELL---OUR QUALITY BUTCHER ; sar~:- 11 is th e nim of thi s drC'lrinr 111 .. 111 pr ,· 
I rn 111d11n• local hnui l's lo 11r,,a 11 ise th,· l i.c: hi 
j pnhlic m ee ting-s in !heir own lo r.alir if'a 111 ,, r,, ,,; 1, 
: 10 disc uss lht• "ampnign 's pla1f,,rm pr,•p;,r,•d 

NOTED FOR CHOICE 
COLONIAL BRAND ONLY. 

MOTOR 
DELIVERY 

MOTOR 
DELIVERY 

SAUSAGF.S. 
DO NOT "BUST." 

I in I hr light u( hll'nl kno11·Jpd1,; ,• tof ; h e• a ~ " , ·II :· 
. i11.:on,·c•n i, ·11l·l' or hanl~hips :: 11ff0 r .. I liv ,1,,,- ir, •,I r, 
: l11cal intlu~lr:,- lhroui,:h th<' "~i,·1i1: ~ fa i·I . Tl,, 

1 ;1 il way i;yst em . or t hrnu,:h t ht• ,·a: ,.. 1 h ,· 1,., ,,
1
,j , 

in,: char1-:es of it and thP E1 -ec· tr ic 1t:: will 111,._, 
Cornn1issio11 . \\'ht.:' ll su <'h di:-.1 •11 s :--11 H1:1 t i 1 , ·: 

EL THAM COURT. 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 7. 

lldore ;\!essrs . T . B. Wad e. l'. ~I.. t:: . 
; C. Leach. H. JI! . Hradl f'~- anrl E . \\' . 
: :-mil hem. J 's .P. 
i Breaches of Education Act. 
I Samuel lllountforrl . c: n•l•nslion ,11 ;:11 . 

was proc ee<le<I a1,;ain~t on two rh a ,·i:, ·:-: 

U n Iii ,.• , . ·. 
Sfllll l' I il i11,· 
r 11;1 d 11 ,•;11 

tl l t ' ll W t•r , · 

sa w ~It •\\ 

1111 , ·l1• II 
an d 
r, ,,·, . 
:1 1 1' 11 

r 1•r111 · 

d11111 

JH•:--~ :ld,·: .................................. ...., o f having failecl to s e nd his childr•· ·. 1 
t<i sc:hool I he n umuer of <la v~ ;>r" • 

d id " I I , . 

: : 
♦ 

THE · IDEAL STORE 
HURSTBRIDGE 

Ul!:ST LI.NBS (JI:<' GROCERIES AND PRODUCE SUPPLIED. 

Motor Spirit, Lubricating Oils, Linseed Oil, Paint, etc. 
A;;eutii for Mount Lyell .Manures. Queem1lancl Insurnnc:e Coy 

llook your order tor Wonderful ALADDIN LAMP. 
Spar1., !'ans Ko1.>t in Stock. 

UltDEHS CALLED 1"0It AND Dl!:LIVEitED. 

BERTRAND & CHAMBERLAIN 
PHONE 7. 

♦f . s<'rihed hy the E<lura_l!on Ac! ·. 
1 .-\ fin r: of '.!. / - \\' a s inn1 r r r rl in , . .,. 11 

♦ ~ <':l'•• t• 

: I . Unlawful Assault. 

i 
( ' hal'lt•,: ~t e warl . c·omm,,rc ial 1r;11·, J. 

ln Clare ndon Sr .. 8011th l\f Plh m 1rn,· . 
was ('allc,cl upon rr, answpr a r· hnrg ,, . ,f 
ha,· in;.: 1111lawf11lly as ,-:a11lte>d Hi .. ii:i •·,I 

Il<-nrr L;1wrPr. 111·('1J ;1nl i~ 1. l>i :1n11 ·1; I 
I Crc •,•k . 
: J )t · f 1•111! ; 111 1 ( • I) ( ,,,., •1 I : 1 , , I, ·; 1 , ,r .. ':..'. 111 I I_\ ' 

I 11ncll•r provn c a1i1111 ." 

C. "d :: l,111 1· 

~ I.'\', :1 r• 
,, , · 111 · ;11 

; 1~-.. ;11111 

l ,; I \\Tl'\ 

( ·,11 1,1 

: I: :If I t 11 11 1 

, 1 •,:,... 111 11, ·,I 

i Hit-hnrd H e nry Lawn •.1· s aid r il;, • 1i .. 
I 1•.as an nr c- hurrlist anrl rl'S icl e cl a l IJ1·1. 
I nwnd Cn· c, k . ,\1 :, 11',·lilf'k 1111 ,ii ,· 

......... ♦ ............. ♦ •• ♦ ••••• ♦ ..... I f'\ ' l' llin1-: of 1;;:1,-ff'I' S1111d11 y, ,\pr i l ' · 1, •. 

:--,; I 1 • \\ ; 1 l'I 

1l 1:i r I,,. I 

( 1 i, •11d..., f 1. 
,..; , •; 1 ri ·l1 11J 

I f , f" , ' ' · J j f l f l 

Ir. r • 

1l1• · .\ · 11.11 : 
,,n·,•1 r ,·,I 
w ;1., · .1 1111 

·": I id I 11 :1! 

n n l :· iir1: 
, 1r , · l1; , r,f 

NEW KINGLAKE HOTEL 
was s 1a11di11g ll t ·nr (hr• l ' OrJH •r 11 1 li i i; 
hr111l11•r·s orc· harcl at Diamond c•, ... ,. 1; 

l11 o ki111-: a l fllC ' passin1,; lrafli,·. Sl •·\\', 11 ; 

:IJljll'IJadll ·d wiflll' HS a nrl s a id "( j l'f 

I a w;,y ," l <i which he> I l.awr,. _1· 1 r• •pli .. ,j 
F. THOMSON, Proprietor. ! " I :1111 1101 i111prfc •ring \\' ifh ,'IH I . " \ \' ii. 

GOOD ACCOMMODATION. HEALTHY MOUNTAIN H.ESOllT . j 111'SS s1:1rlP,I 111 walk :lf' rnss 11 1, . r, , ... 1 
Terms Moderate. Best Brands or Liquors Kept. Electric Li11:ht. I wl11 ·11 Ii,• w;,_,- s 11ddc ·11 l.1 '"' i, ,.,1 1,_,· 1 .... ,, 

,I If j I 11d, 

Hotel Sewered. Motor Dus and Mall Dally with Hurstbric..lge Station . I 111: .'"· on,. nl whom w ;1s ,i..r,. 11 d,i:il . 

I
\\ 1111r• s s c·allr•c: 0111 " fl pJp ," :,11,I h is 
ll<'flh<'II' \'.' I'll I Io Ii is a ss isl a11 1· 1· a 11d 

c·allc •cl 0111 " C:1•1 away if .1·011 can ." 

\\ ' i r ", •·· 

W G~ APPS & SONS PTY. LTD. 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS. 

Head Office-MOOR STREET, FITZROY. 
Phone-J 1146. 

Brauclle11--BURGU.NDY ST., HEIDELBERG_ Phone 60 Heidelberg Ex . 
HIGH ST_, ST. KILDA. Phone Windsor, 71 Windsor Ex . 
HORNE ST., ELSTERNWICK. Phone X 1366. 
LONSDALE ST-, CITY. Phone J 1146_ 

WHITTLESEA BRANCH, MR. JAS. MAXWEL L, llcprosent11.tive . 
The Finest Funeral Chapel In Melbourne; 6eat1n, for 200 people, where 

Hurla! Services may be held. Removals !rom Private Ho&pllal&, Flats and 
lnstltuUons by Special Mortuary Motor Ambulance. 

ATTENDANCE DAY AND NIGHT. CHARGES .MODERATE. 

E. · LONGFIELD 
. 178 JOHNSON STREET, COWNGWOOD. 

Wi<J SPECIALISE IN BOYS' AND GIRLS' SCHOOL BOOTS. 
Made on the Premises. Guaranteed to Woar. 

MEN'S WORKING . BOOTS-OUR MAKE-ALL SOLID LEATP..ER. 
Once Worn Always Worn. ·we Do Repairs. 

WHITILESEA DINING ROOMS 
AND ACCOMMODATION HOUSE. 

Right Opposite Royal Mall Hotel, Walnut Street. 

MRS . . H. RICHARDSON, Proprietress. 
Tobacco, Cigarette■ , Soapa, Choice CoorecUonery. Fruit.B. 

Picnic and Birthday Partis■ Catered For. Phon&--WhltUeaoa 16. 

WEBBF.R'S . 
Greensborc11gb Motor Garage W .. G. STOC.K 

BAKER AND PA.STRYCOOK, 

CARS FOR tfltR&QiD~l'fiiaflld:~$(1k!f(el amhistoMo8'lf TM O R £ N CY. 

I \\'itll(!SS j11111p,:cl f)\'('I' a fPJl( 'f' i11ro 111 « 
, hrolhrr ·H c,r<'1111rd. Slc•warl follo v:, ·d 
j 11, , cl.awr .. y/ d11cl;:1•cl , l,11 1 Sl,'11':, ri' 
, sfn1 t' k h i m Sf! \'1•ral l>111 w~ . Th• · l,!11 \\'s 

" mad, , l h•• hlood r1111. " \\ ' il11,. ,-s· 11 ,,1,. 
hPw w1•11t fr,r lhe p11lic<' . Th" 11 ,._,:f. 
r 111111-: Lawrey ht•ard waH a I',,;,.,. -~" 1• 

rng "Let'H hop o,·,.r rh,· f,.u, ·" :111 ,1 ,:, 1 
al him again ." 

Stewarl - Yon s a1· lhal 111' 11 111 .. ,1 

gol holrl of :,· 011 '?? · 
J.,n\\·rey- --1 nrn HIJl"f• lhl'r,, \\' Pre • r \\' , 

111<'11 . 011<' \\' ;u; :1 for,,, fl(llf?r. 
Ancl whnr l1ap1H•11pcl 111,xl ? . _ I ,·ri , .. I 

0111 for hr.Ip . 
IJid I not tr.II you rhnl 11•p Wllr,, 11 :: 1 

1-:n!ng- to lnlerforo with your or~har.J , 
11r Sl<'nl your llPJ>lnH? 

Somelh!ni,: like, that wa,; i.aicl . y ., 1 
knpt mumhllnK to yourHolr. 

Mr. \Valle, P.M.-Don't pairn .... . 
tnnrks; Just ask questlonH . 

Lnwroy-\Vhen I jumped over '" " 
fonco Into my brother's orchnrrl I non~ 
not mumbling- to myRelC. Str.wurl wn,: 
lhn only pornon who hit m·o. 

Stewart-Did you toll m,1 thal 111,. 
nolghhorR had you Rot on account ,,r 
your Rolling apploR on tho rontlwa1·? 

Lawrey-No. · 
Diel you go to the office or the RIIJH'!'· 

lnt.endent or poltco with n "'""' ur 
"11qunahlng" lhoeo 11rocoocl1111-:11? 

I..nwroy-Woll-
Answor tho question-yes or no ·? 
The quoellon waa nol nn11werecl. 
Stewart-You Raid you were pr <' 

pared to ca.nee! these proceocllngq_ 1 
paid you 10/- expen&os and mnd,1 n 
contribution to the poor box: 

. Mr. Wade, P.M. (to Lawrey)-Why 
did you take such a long time In 

.lnatltutlng the&e proceedings'!' 
T ..A,..,,.,.,,_T ♦ ..C .... ~ ·- - • • 

1 :-...; r , ,w; , 11 

11 11 1,· 11 11 : 

S r,I, 11 1·•1 
l1 : 1 \ lf1J.-: SI I 

~l ••w, 1r: 
~Ir \ \': , , 

1 1111 \ · 1, I , ·d 

.\ II \ · f 11 I ll 1· 

S11 11 I 11 ~; 1 

~· 11 . \ I 111 I 

' ·1111 s f 

r· l1 ;1 r :, .. 1 •• , 

.\ I r 
11, Il l h 1 · 11 rt 1 ; 

: 111d II 1: 1 • 

•- 111 , 11 Id /i :, 
l' \' l' f', : 11, ; , 

~ 11 • \\';arf \'. 

d: 1,·1." irJlfl l 

Tr,,,. 11l :i: 
C'arrlPd 111 11 
lllain road : 
making :1 , ; 

CropH a r 
c·a t tlP ur , 
l.11111l111 a,•, . 
i)C'l' C: l!IJ(11,:1 • 
lHir cont. 

Mm. C i 
Ju,alth ror 
lmprovlni: , 
n<,xl w1 ,"J< 

Mm . H . I 
IK ,.,,rJouRl y 

HE 
They wP , 

ench other, 
but recenll· 
rin~ from i. 
thing WliJI l 
future, the 



~ TH AN'K'a. ' :':·-, : l:;,:- 1 ·: -;1~-· ,Ei.111:dF':'. : :_{ ' Norf.s FROM , A Nlf3, 
A{R::;. APTED .and FilfIL).' wta)l~tc ,<·- _,,i :;,,.._.- • ·. _ .J,.' ~.···.. ____ ,, 

. collvey .their SINCER~ " -H~K~ ! . . . ;·; A11latant . Statlonmaater; '-!. : ' / (By M.A.C.) 
to ali frie~t~ · a:!1i!a~:~ativa':; ~

0
~ 0::i . Mr, Egan ·.ar.t-,r ·1 tbree .wee_q', leav~, .. . · I stole a· kiss tbe other night. 

.,, f;ii'!:t;:
8
in th~ir recent" aad 'be~eave- _h~s ~resum~ duty .-~ '.a&Sis~.~t . ra ·. . , . ' 1 My CODSC~ence, feels 80 black, 

ment. Will, all _please a'Ccopt ' thl,s· a.R 7'-~Y ,s::f,~~='t,er.r~\i~1:'~ ... ,.: . I blnk, I'd·better do -what's right 

r.NE 

T. 
"' 

11 personal ask.nowl~dge11:1e111. o~ ~heir ' Ow.ln : t . th \trike in the·1· t1mber , And ~ry to put It back. 
deepest gratitude. · ·. ' · ~ '. trade,' :ull~g ~opfirat1oi1s·•at· the :new . ~' ·-• • • • 

Main St1·eet, Eltham. ·Roman Catholic! ·:~Church at Eltham Chatting · with a suburban fireman 
have ceased; '! rt• · .•· / •.:. recently, he made reference to wbnl 1.N . . MEMORIAM; . 

ADLINGTON.-In sacred memory of 
our ·dear sister and Aunt 'Bbnmy, 
wt,o passed · pel\cefully a-,vay on 
May 28, 1928; also Uncle Goprge on 

· May -6, 1923. · . '. . 
•· Sate· In God's · Keeping. . 
-Insert'ed by their affectionate alster~ 
brother-in-law and nephew, C. 8., .r. T. 
and J. L. Selwood. . 1 

I i:mht -~ J\bbc"rtistr 
· Incorporating . 

EL THAM .AND WtiiTTLEfEA 
"ADVERTISER" ( 

and . 
DIAMOND CREEK VALLEY 

ADVOCATE. '· 

. ~ ~ t:fou•'l ~In Stanley Av•n~e.;- I,, he . tenn,d .the thriving lltUe town shh 
'i :A · aubstautlal brick residence is to of . Greensborougb, and ventured the 
be erecled - :;tn Stanley / Avenue, El-· ·opinion that the day is not tar dis 
tham, tor a _well 1k.no~1buslne~e m~ tant when the Metropolitan ·Fire Ild 
in Melbourne .. ' · , . . ; •. gade will' take charge of tLat dlsti·kr 
. • y1elt_ of R_everend .Mother. , Hie reason tor arriving at th IA cun 

The · Rev Mother from Heidelberg 
Convent' p~ld her :. first visit .to . our cl~sion . was that In the first plact 
Lady Help of Christian scl:ool ·at El• Gr~ensborough _has an electric li~h1 
tham on Tuesday. The Rev. Mother service, a plentiful supply of watc1 
was greatly. pl':lased with the manner and!'lb,irdly, was now in poseesslo:i o 
In which the . sisters in charge are a telephone exchange. These tacll1 
carrying out their duties, , the scholars ties; · the fireman pointed out, wer, 
having_ ,made. ·excellent progress in, threo excellent assets, .cn•l If hi : 
their · studies during 'the first' term of opinion proves to be a correct on e 
th':! year. TI:e M~y vacation b_egan on then Greensborough will indeed be 11 
Friday of this week, and the Rev. • 
M;other said ' with a· gracious· smile- a . fortunate · position, in the event o 
"You' might mention that · school It being taken under the wing of ti.: 
duties· are to be ' resumed on Tuesday, Metropolitan Fi_re Brigade. 
June 4. This wlll act as a reminder • • • • 
to the parents." At' the ·zoo-"That's a new one 0 1 

p.m. \ FRIDAY, MAY .24, 1929. *. Welcome to Now Vicar. me," said the monkey, as he scratcher 

oul- · · Tho~e 11.nes or Burns'- his bac~. - • • • 
Hurstbridse Railway Sub-station 

"In heaven Itself I'll ask no more I heard a housewife complain th• In this issue we publish a moi;t in- Th j t Hi hla d welcome" 
1 an us a g n other day about the nrlces of cu111 structive and informative artic e on • . ., 

the Hurstbridge railway electric sub- may .justly describe the reception • of modltles In general, and apples !1 
1e. station. \ . . . ' th~ Rev. F. Tolq.urst at a ·social even- particular. She bought a pound C\ I 

- Conc:erl- ait Paaton Hill ' Ing teld In St . Margaretis s~hoolroom this truit, or the "Delicious" varit!l y. 
· · ' · • on W edneeday night, May 22. There rE .. St. Matthew's Church of England was· no doubt about the genuineness t.he price paid being 8d. There w<:.r• 

La has erranged to hold a concert in the and·' warmth · o! the greeting he re• four · medium-sized apples , . two 0 1 

Panton Hill public hall on · FridaY,, ceived, and be reciprocated by ex- wl .!ch .were badly infected with codli 11 
Jun,c 28, ·and' particulars of the• pro- pi·esslng his pleasure at . being present moth and . uneatable. And yet we an· 
gramme .and performers will be !ld- Eimong the members of his n_ew flock. advised to "eat mon frult"-at 8d r e1 
vertised in a later issue. . Churchward'3ns · Cr. And!Pw· and Mr. lb. The apples · referred to were 

A Rude Man _ W. :Wingrove welcomed Rev. Tolhurst bought at -Armadale. The cheape8t 
"You're .a rude man," said Cr. Nel- and Mrs. Tolhurst at the door, and the fruit on the market at presen ~ J i 

.J.ie Ibbott at Heidelberg council ".n churcq secretary, .Mr. A. Christopher- passion fruit, which aells fr eely '.It lid 
Tuesday evening, to Cr. Middleton, son, on behalf of the parishioners, per 'dozen. 
who talked to a colleague while the introduced the vicar and his good lady • * 
lady named was addressing the meet- in well chosen words. Rev. Tolhurst 
ing. responded, expressing his ple'8ure at' "I've lost my choppers!" So ,,ai<l a 

Repairs to Eltbam Police Station .. the opportunity of meeting m~mbers young lady living not a hundred milf : 

• • 

Mr. W! H. Everard; M.L.A . has .re- of the church. · The little schoolroom · trom Diamond Creek. The one sp.1kcr, 
ceived a letter from the Public Wor.<s w~s crowded, the · 11oclal' being per:.,. to puzzled his little bit of brain i11 

29 Department as folloWl3 :-"I have , be , haps tt.e best attended of any yet order to find out what was meant h~ 
honor to inform· you that tenders for b':lld. Games and competitions were the expression, but he failed. Wherc
fenc.ing and repairs, police station, E.1- indulged in,. and everyone enter,ed into upon the young lady, who .tio.d spoken 
tham wiU be invited this week."' the happy spirit of the evening. Mr. In a rather mumbling tone of voice 

s, 

8. 

· ' · Copeland and Mies S. Taylor ·· were 
Arr..-s of Rates . applauded for their vocal items whilsi pointed to her mouth. Then the 

At the last sitting of the Heid.elberg Mrs. Frlzz':lll's recitations w~re · ap - listener understood. A vidlt had heen 
court out of about 200 .summonses for preclated by her hearers. The vicar paid to the dentist, resulting in th <· 
ul'renrs of rate~ by· the local council, brought down the house by rendering removal of _several otrendlng teutl: , 
orders were made for the amounts extracts from that· old favorite "Tho otherwise "choppers" from the lllC'tith 
clai~ed in each instance, with the e:e- Bentlmenta.J • Bloke." A pleasing note ot the young lady. 
cept1on of. two contested cases,. , m was struck . when the. reverend gentle- • • • "' 
which .verdicts were recorded ags1011t man suggested- ,community singing, , A visit was paid by the wrlte1 to 
the shjre. .. · · everyone ent9ring wtpleheartedly h1 a Chapel St. (Pral:,ran) hairdres.;i nf: 

Openinc New Kinclake Road . . . reviving the old . fa.vorites. ,The cstablishme'nt for the custua:ar;: w1,<:k• 
The chairman and members of th,e ladles, aa. usual, saw that the supper d h Th 

Country Roads. Board will visit King- 'provided ·was ample, the generous- on 8 ave. · e man of the razor wa s 
lake on ThTirsday, May 30, to officially supply .of sandwiches and cak9s being in an unusually talkative ll1')od. 

un. open the new· road betgeen Kinglake due wholly .to their good offices. Tae whereas the one being shaved wu s 
- and Whittlesea. at 3 ·p.m. Luncheon cotree, which was made by Mrs. An- not'. He had, however, to go thrnu~h 

nt 1.30 wiJl be provided by the King- drew, was Indeed a ·credit to that the ordenl, and listen to atrlk~ lulk . 
lake Progress Association. The coun lady's culinary art It is to be hoped football talk race talk aud all aori s of 
cil}ors of Elth~m, Whittlesea and Yea that many more of such evenings, as "talkies." A man with a razor fl: hi !:' 

t-1~ shires are invited to. be present. t.h~e will be held, as tt;ey undoubt- hand always has u ,e advantage. In I 
Heavy Rainfalls edly hr.Ing together members o( · the this case he informed the sun:erlng ·oc-

Jns ra!~:t:?it~~~,c~~J~i1ii~1lrJJ8~s*~;~~ a:~::lli:i!t~!!f:. ~~ P~i;,t~~ , ?111:ant of th~ chair that he (th~ h .1rhn r 1 
c, _,4.. .... _..J __ • ..t.. 1- -





SHIRE OF ELTHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Shire Secretary,, 
Shire of :El tham, 
P .. O.Box 21, 
ELTHAM. V lC. 309 5 

Dear Sir,, 

--
P.O.Box 137 
ELTHAM. VIC. 3095 

1st July, 1969. 

It has been brought to the notice of this Society 
that prelininer,- steps are being taken towards the 
eventual replacement of the Eltham Courthouseo 

lt is the wish of the Society that this building 
be preserved because of its historical character. It is 
therefore requested that the interests of the Society be 
borne in mind when Council is dealing with this matter and 
tha.t the Society be informed of any developments. 

A:n.~ assistQilce which Council may give will be greatly 
appreciated. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

rours faithfully, 

Russell Yeoman, 
SECRETARY. 



/ 

ALL. COMMUNICATIONS TO BE ADDRESSED TO 
THE SHIRE SECRETARY 

POST OFFICE BOX No. 21 

TELEPHONE: 439 .. sus2., 

SHIRE OF ELTHAM 
PLEASE QUOTE1 DSS:LH 

5601 

Mr. R. Yeoman, 
Secretary, 

SHIRE OFFICES, EL THAM, 3095 

Shire of Eltham Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 137, 
ELTHAM. 3095 

Dear Mr. Yeoman, 

10th July, 1969 

Thank you for your letter of 1st July, 1969, about the preservation of 
the Eltham Court House. 

Council has decided that at the appropriate time a copy of your letter 
will be sent to the Crown Law Department with a request for favourable 
consideration. 

Yours faithfully, 

Shire Secretary 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory .org .au) 



SHIRE OF ELTHAM HISTORlCAL SOCIETY. 

• 

The Secretary, 
Law Department, 
Owen Dixon Chambers, 
205 William Street, 
MELBOURNE. 3000 

Dear Sir, 

P.O.Box 137 
ELTH.AM. 3095 

26th May, 1972 • 

Re; Eltham Court~liouse. 
Tpis society has noted with interest that the Eltham 

Court-~ouse is to be replaced with a new building near the 
Shire Office. 

The present eourt-kouse has many associations with the 
history of this area and the building is one of the few 
remaining connections with the Eltham of last century. 

The society considers that the preservation of the Court 
- h ouse is desirable and are prepared to present a case to the 

National Trust for its classification. 

Although our prime concern is the preser ation of the 
building, the matter of its use, if preserved, should also be 
considered. The society is interested in using the court-house 
as a meeting place and/or museum. 

The matter of future ownership of the building or any 
financial considerations are not the subject of this letter. 
The purpose is to enquire regarding your department's plans 
for the court- house after the erection of the new one. We 
would appreciate any advice of decisions which have been made 
regarding the disposal of building or the land. 
If no such decisions have been made, it is requested that the society 
be notified when they are. Early notification would greatly 
assist any forward planning which the society may find 
necessary. 

Thanks are extended for your anticipated co-operation. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Yours faithfully, 
R. YEOM N. 

_§_ecretary. 



TELEPHONE 602 0181 

YOUR REFERENCE ..... ....... ... ........ .. . 

WHEN REPLYING PLEASE QUOTE : 

R. Yeoman Esq., 
Secretary, 

STATE LAW OFFICES 

221 QUEEN STREET 

MELBOURNE, VIC. 3000 

7th June, 1972 

Shire of Eltham Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 137, 
ELTHAM. Vic. 3095 

Dear Mr. Yeoman, 

I acknowledge your letter of 30th May, 1972, 
concerning the Eltham Court House. 

It is intended to replace the existing Court 
building and a proposal for the erection of a new Court 
House on land near the Shire Offices is under 
examination. If this proposal proves to be impracticable , 
consideration will have to be giv en to the demolition of 
the present building and the erection of a new building 
on the existing site. A further possibility is the 
acquisition of another site. If the existing building 
is vacated i t will be returned to the Public Works 
Department for disposal. 

Some little time will elapse before a decision 
is made as to the course to be adopted. I shall write 
to you again when the matter is clarified. 

Yours faithfully, 

(R. Glenister) 
Secretary to the Law Department. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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Typewrfter~ & . Calcu 
*- Sale_s .!IJJLW _& re~ond * Service * Repairs * Hire * All typewrit 

& Calculator ribbon 
& Accessories * Prompt, Efficient 
Service 

LEFKAS 
POULTRY 

2-4 Norwich Ave, Thomastown 

Around the · corner of Peters Ice 
Cream (Mahoneys Rd) 

You can buy all your daily Fresh 
Chicken products 

At cost and under cost prices, 
Buy bulk and save. 

Open Monday to Friday 
From 7.30 am to 5.30 pm 

Saturday 7.30 am to l.30 pm. 

Phone 460-9122 

HARRICK 
UNBEATABLE 
DRY . 
CLEANING -_ 
SAVINGS! . 

Check them I NO ·ONE 
TOPS THESE DISCOUNTSI 

ANY 3 
GARMENTS 

Pleated, Suedt and Formal excluded 

$4.99 
NO LIMIT 

COUPONS MUST ACCOMPANY 
INCOMING ORDERS 

HARRICK 
ONE HOUR DRY CLEANERS 

10 MAIN STREET 
CREENSBOROUGH 
(Oppos,re i'-.EW WORLD) 

Now also DONCASTER SHOPPINGTOWN 

Strangers arountl, 
so Eltham sought 
protection 

By MARGUERITE 
MARSHALL 

A petition asking for better Police 
protection resulted in the building of the 
Eltham courthouse and former police 
residence beside it. · 

In 1857 five El- Its gabled roof and 
· t ha m res id e n ts porch are covered with 
p e t i t i o n e d t h e brown slate tlles and the 
1 i censi ng ma 9 .1 s- windows at the side are 

12-paned with decora-
t rates of Heidel- tive fan-like brickwork 
berg district. above. · 

They pointed out that 
Eltham had two hotels, 
a population of about 
1000, and many 
iitrangers employed on 
the public roads. 

The nearest police 
were at Heidelberg, eight 
miles away, or at the 
Caledonia Diggings 21 
miles away. 

The courthouse and 
former residence near 
the corner of Main Rd 
and Brougham St were 
built in 1859/60. 

The National Trust 
classified the court
house in 1977 and the El
tham Shire Council has 
asked that the former 
residence be preserved 
also. 

The courthouse, 
which was built by a Mr 
Duncan for 536 pounds, 
is a neat narrow oblong 
building painted cream 
in front with its hand
made orange bricks evi
dent at the stdes. 

A WEEKLY COLUMN 
ABOUT YOIII LUD£R . 
NEWSPAPER 

EARLY 
DEADLINES 

FOR 
NEXT 

WEEK'S 
EDITIONS 

All display advertising 
deadlines are 24 hours 
earlier than normal this 
week for our April l3-l4 
editions. 
This is because of the 
Easter break, which will 
also mean our offices will be 
closed on Good Friday, 
April 9. Our Northcote office 
at 543 High St will be open 
on Easter Monday, April 12, 
to accept sports copy. 
The Doncaster . Shop
pingtown office will re-open 
on Tuesday, April 13. 

We take this oppor
tunity to wish all 
readers a safe and 
meaningful Easter 
period. 

Inside, the roof is 
peaked and the court is 
still ventilated by oblong 
slits neat the roof. 

Original 
Most of the fine carved 

wooden and upholstered 
furniture is orginal. 

One mark of the pass
ing time is the original 
prisoners' door leading 
from the former police 
station to the dock 
which ls now per
manently closed. 

The former residence 
next door also has a 
brown slate roof and its 
handmade bricks have 
been painted white. 

The front veranda 
roof. is made of corruga
ted iron as is the roof of 
the back weatherboard 
extension. 

But the original two
storey stable still stands 
at the back in its pristine 
state of orange brick. 

The application ,for 
police protection was ap
proved within a few 
months and the police 
operated room a cot
tage rented at 10 shil
lings a week belonging to 
William Jarrold. 

This was probably the 
one at the corner of 
Main Rd and Dalton St 
which was the subject of 
a previous article in this 
series. 

In 1958 a second con
stable was appointed to 
Eltham following a fight 
in Mr Warren's hotel. 

Builder , Langridge 
Wright and Witney con
structed the station and 
residence for 1150 
poungs and seven shill
ings. 

The lock-up • behind 
the residence, and the 
brick stables, were bullt 
at about the same time. 

Later the lock-up was 
demolished following 
the relocation of the 
police to a new station in 
about 1952. 

The police office was 
timber and situated at 
the building's side on the 
existing driveway. 

Records show court 
cases were held at 
Eltham before the court
house was bullt, but the 
location ls unknown. · 

Polling 
The courthouse was 

more widely used then it 
is today. 

Inquests were held 
there rather than 
centrally as today. 

It was probably used 
as a polling place as 
indicated by old photo
graphs of election day 
crowds outside. 

• The portico 
entrance to the 
Eltham court 
house, 'built in 
1859-60. Total cost 
of the building was 

536 pounds. 

The bullding was also 
used for Eltham Road 
Board meetings from the 
early 1860s until 1868 
when the board trans
ferred to Kangaroo 
Ground. 

Also during the same 
period the courthouse 
was used as the road 
board secretary's office 
until 1867 when this was 
transferred to the secre
tary's home at Win
grove Cottage. 

The courthouse was 
also used as an overflow 
classroom for the Dalton 
St school in 1875 which 
probably resulted in the 
new school building in 
1876. 

The two buildings can 
further link us with 
Eltham 's early days 
through Police depart
ment correspondence. 

The first constable in 
charge was George Reid. 

In 1860 a Jetter to the 
'Argus' newspaper 
signed '' A Sufferer'' 
declared the Eltham 
police were not suf
ficiently active in their 
duties. 

The writer suggested 
that the "very snug" 
police quarters were too 
comfortable; and he 
detailed various incl
dents including one of 
an alleged breaking into 
of the road board secre
tary's home. 

But a Jetter to the 
Police Department from 
the board secretary, C. 
S. Wingrove, said he 
refuted the 'Argus' let
ter and that he had 
-received full co-opera
tii:m from Sen. Const. 
Pet,er _La,wlet. 
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WARNING ON 
RUBELLA· 

· .Eltham's medical officer of health, 
Dr Edith Hewitt, last week urged women 
wanting children to ensure they had been 
immunised against rubella. 

She said that while 
most women up to 26 
had been immunised, 
many older women had 
not . . 

"I hope that any 
woman contemplating 
having children would 
have her blood tested by 
her own doctor, or be 
immunised against 
rubella. " 

Dr Hewitt said that 
numerous cases of 
German measles had 
been reported, mainly in 
young children. . 

A total of 373 school
girls were immunised 
against German measles 
in Eltham schools last 
year, with a further 43 
adults being immunised 
in evening sessions. 

ADVE RTI SI NG: Patrick Conlan, Max Thomson Area Advertising 
Manager : Eric Gordon Valley Building Centre. 

39 Susan St., Eltham. 
439.4111~ 439-476r . 

(If no answer, phone 848-6084) 
MANAGING EDITOR : Jack Gavegan 

EDITORIAL: Ellen Barnes, F'iona Cameron, 
160 Whitehorse Rd, Blackburn, 877-6655. 

'Display AdvertisitJg Deadline: Thursday, 2 p.m. 
Trades (foide: Thursday, 3 p.m. 

General Classifieds: Monday, 1 p.m. 
Classified Advertising phone· 877-6655 

Neighboring The Heidelberger, Whittlesea Post, Preston Post
Times, Doncaster & Templestowe News, and 15 other Leader As-

sociated Newspapers in Melbourne. , ~ · 

C.llB. AUDIT CIRCULATIOM / \ ' 
28,663 f,qPIES WEEKLY ~Ifft. 

1i1,,.dYance Auu,al .. 

i\.,J)rivately:owned ·independent co-nimunlfy newspaper. , • . 



For the first time in 27 yea a Labor 
Government, clearly electe by the 
voters, is in power in Victoria. 

We congratulate the new Premier 
John Cain and his victorious team. 

Mr Cain deserves our unstinting sup
port as he faces the daunting task of once 
again getting the state on the move. · 

In the months ahead as he introduces 
'the necessary leadership and legislation 
he will carry the hopes of all Victorians. 

For many there remains the fear that 
Labor in power could yet again tear itself 

'Ne 
apart with internal disputes fomented 
by the extremist notions of the far left. 

We hope for our state's sake that Mr 
Cain can continue to control the 
lemming-like urges of some of his 
colleagues. 

Meanwhile we see the role of this 
newspaper essentially as one of keeping 

opinion 
the men and women of Spring Street busy 
and honest. 

To this end we will report fully on the 
activities, achievements and failures of 
our local MPs, both in Government and 
Opposition, the Upper and Lower Houses. 

Their promises will be recorded, the 
action they take followed up, and the 
results analysed. 
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Mr McDonald 

Mr Arnold 

Mr Plowman 

TOP JOB 
FOR·OUR 
PAULINE 

Grand final fever had nothing on the excitement 
in the Toner household on Saturday night. 

"It wasn't unti I 
we won the.....x..u· t::.1/Jl

Bank booth ·that we 
knew we'd won Vic
toria," said sitting 
Member for Greens
boro ugh, Mrs 
Pauline Toner, who 
romped home to vic
tory with a majority 
of close to 5000. 

The normally conser
vative View Bank booth 
showed a swing to Labor 
of seven per cent , 
enought to reassure even 
the most fearful Labor 
supporter that things 
were going their way. 

''That was when I let 
out my victory cry," said 
Mrs Toner, who seems 
certain to make history 
by becoming Victoria's 
first ever woman 
Cabinet Minister - for 
Community Welfare 
Services and Women's 
Affairs. 

Mrs Toner 

smaller swing to Labor 
saw Dr Ralph Howard 
lose the Templestowe 
seat he has held for the 
past six years. 

Dr Howard expressed 
little surprise at the 
result of the election, 
which he said had been 
accurately predicted by 
the opinion polls. 

ing and able to return a 
Labor Member ." 

He also paid tribute to 
Dr Howard, both for the 
way he had conducted 
his campaign and for 
what he had done for his 
electorate in the past six 
years. 

A surprise result in 
Evelyn saw the former 
Speaker of the House, 
Mr Jim Plowman, lose a 
healthy 2200 vote ma
jority and the seat. 

He went down to 
Labor candidate, Mr 
Max McDonald by close 
to 3000 votes . 

But at the end of 
counting on Saturday 
night, Mr Plowman still 
maintained he could win 
on postal votes and 
preferences. 

.. A~~l. A 5.5 per cent swing in 
Greensborough gave Mrs 
Toner 18,362 votes, near
ly 54 per cent of the 
total. 

In spite of a hard and 
costly campaign, her 
Liberal opponent, John 
Dobinson, took only 
12,656 votes. 

He lost the seat by 
more than 6000 votes to 
Labor's Mike Arnold 
who gained more than 48 
per cent of the total vote. 

An Ivanhoe solicitor, 
Mr Arnold, successful at 
his second attempt at 
the Templestowe seat, 
described Saturday's 
remit as a "healthy sign 
that people in the 
eastern suburbs are will-

The new member , 
Max McDonald, admit
ted to feeling ''a bit 
stunned" and said he 
was surprised at the ex
tent of the swing, which 
he estimated would 
finally be 10-12 per cent. 

In the traditional 
Labor seat of Bundoora 
Labor leader John Cain 
took more than 64 per 
cent of the total vote, 
beating the Liberal can
didate, Peter Clark, by 
almost 10,000 votes. 

A TALL ORDER 
Andrew and his grade two 

classmates spent the morning 
making Easter bonnets. 

In the Legislative 
Council a slightly 

"Don't take your eyes off it 
for a second ... '' thinks 
Andrew Baker, 7, a pupil at 
Our Lady Help of Christians 
Primary School. Another picture is on page 3. 

:-,:~~~~ 
THE CHICKEN PEOPLE . 

FOR THE BEST TAKE 
AWAY CHICKEN IN '82 

ANSELL MUIR THE 
PLACE TO GOI 
PH: 439-3006 

573 MAIN ROAD, EL THAM 

DOWN TO EARTH PRICES ON 
shop lhese ... 

& m mg supplies specials 1 BBB BEDDING 
WESTERN RED 

~!!!!~~- .Y CEDAR 
WEATHERBOARD$ SPECIALISTS IN CORK TILES 

DAY TILES, CSR VINYL TILES 
. CBKS8 up to Gm long ARMSTRONG VINYL 

$1 30 

~ 
Expert advice given. 

· '.~ only· · · • metre ·· · BRUCE LONGMUIR GILLESPIES HOME FURNISHINGS P /L 
Full range of W.R.C. lining boards avail. : nooR COVERINGS 435-4442, 435-4779 

·" ~ ECONOMY TIMBER HARDWARE OFFICE AND sHowRooM" THiL~M:.:1lJiss 'lv0
A~LSfJtVJCE 

b 5#·: r,c, .l.L ~-w 39 Susan St, Eltham 439-1555 . / 
26 1~~~s5!:. D~~m-tnd ~·B~~k~~~t452 ,_...;;s.;u,;,.PP;.;0;;.;R,;,;T_Y,;,.0;;.;U_,R_Lo;;,;c_,_L_T_R_A_DE_R ___ ~ 
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MR R THOMAS 
A/OM 
HERITAGE GROUP 

ELTHAM COURT HOUSE 
COLOUR SCHEME 

F ,;c· 
. N c1. 

This brick building built in 1860 with a sla te r oof is in a good condition . 
The following changes have been made: 

Externalry (see photos attached) 

n. A Willc~oft Terrapin building attached to the r~ar 

b. The ogee spouting replaced with bullnose type . 

c. The side and rear walls have been cement rendered to a height of approx 
1 m to cover fretted brickwork (see fretting on photo 4). 

d. The front entrance doors have been repl ace d (a ccording to Mr J Asquinth 
SIOW, they looked quite new in 1961 when he t ook over this area, 
also the paint colour is quite diffe ren t to t hat of the pris oner' s 
entrance door, Ron photo 3). 

e. The picket fence v1as replaced wi th ti r.ber pos t and r ail with vnre 
netting, now 1n a very poor conditi on. 

Internally 

f. The three fireplaces have been blocke d up. 

g. The "rail across Court " (s ee draw i ng) has disappeare d. 

h. The lining board ceiling wa s covered over wi th can eite in the early 
1970's because they had shrunk and dirt v1a s falling through the 
gaps between the boards. 

The front of the building including th e porch are cement rendered 
with quoin returns on the side walls. I believe that the render is 
original. I have tried to establish this by trying to find old photos. 
There is a photo in Alan Marshall's Pioneers and Painters which only 
shows part of the roof of the building and is of no help . 

. . . . 2/ 
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I have seen further photos which are of no use in 

The Illustrated Australian News 

The Australasian 

The Traveller 

26.12.1884 

16.6.1902 

1. 7. 1902 

The local Historical Society, the Shire of Eltham, the PRO and the Latrobe 
Library have no photos of the building other than the one mentioned earlier. 

There are two photos on the National Trust's file submitted in 1972, 
they shCM no cement render on the side walls. 

The building is due for cyclic maintenance both internally and externally 
and I have discussed the scope of work with Mr Pat O'Neill of the Law 
Department. He asked for a separate es ti mate to be submitted to remove 
the Caneite sheets and expose the original lining board ceiling. Also, 
a new front fence is not required and the new signboard is to be of an 
appropriate design _and lettering. 

The fretting of the brickwork above the cerrent render (photo 4) is not 
serious. I consider that further rendering is not needed at this stage. 

The paint samples I have taken shCM that the external paint has been 
burned off, I could not find any trace of any original paint, but it 
certainly would not have been white (see Analysis). I recorrrnend that 
we adopt a colour scheme similar to the Kyneton Court House. I presume 
that the white paint on render, sample P, is not ori gi na l, White ·paint 
on bluestone sills t o be remo ved. 

~ -\/ 

For the i nteriffi.. I recorrmend th e fo 11 CMi ng: 

Lining board ceiling to Court Room 
(if caneite is to be removed) 

Roof trusses 

Windows 

Wa 11 co 1 ours 

Doors 

Furniture 

Plinth 

All colours to be of the Taubman's range. 
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- Clear varnish 

- Remove paint, apply clear 
varnish 

- T .10.2 Red Cliffs Brown 

- M.43.5 Ginseng 

- 0.26.4 Regency Brown 

- Clear varnish 

- T.2.4 Turner river tan 



Eltham Courthouse under 
Eltham Courthouse will be closed down 

if the State Government accepts the rec
ommendations of a recently released dis
cussion paper. 

threat of closure 
The paper was re

leased last month by 
the Law Department's 
Courts Management 
Change Program, 
which looks at future 
options for courthouses 
in the metropolitan 
area in light of the com
pletion of a new magis
trates' courthouse com
plex at Broadmeadows, 
due to open on January 
1, 1985. 

It is designed to stim-

ulate public discussion 
and makes no definite 
proposals. 

The recommended 
closure of Eltham 
Court has caused some 
concern among local 
politicians and the le
gal profession. 

Diamond Valley's Cr 
Peter Cleeland, who is 
an El tham solicitor, 
said the Government 
should look at estab
lishing a new court 

-. KES, TOYS, COTS 
• Umbrella stroller with shade .................. $24.95 
• Series 3 lambswool car seats ................ $71.95 
• Steelcraft trios (blue or brown) .............. ... $165 
• Masters figures ....................................... $7.50 
• Tomy pocket arcade games .................... $6.50 
• Orphan dolls & adoption papers ............ $15.99 
• Australian made exercise bikes ................ $149 
• 20" BMX bikes, fully guaranteed ...... ........ $126 
e 10 speed racers 15 year guarantee .......... $149 
• Malvern Star Sprint was.$269' ................. .. $229 
AND MANY MORE SPECIALS ALL AT 

RAY'S BICYCLE CENTRE 
545 HIGH STREET, PRESTON 
PHONE 478 2064 

40PT521 

by Helen Gillman 

complex in the area, 
rather than simply 
closing Eltham Court 
down. 

"The closure of 
Eltham Court would be 
a poor excuse to save 
money," Cr Cleeland 
said. 

He said Diamond 
Valley Council would 
present a submission to 
the inquiry recom
mending the establish
ment of a new court 
complex in Greensbor
ough. 

Growth 
"The existing court 

covers two of the fastest 
growing municipalities 
in Victoria, with a pro
jected population of 
150,000 people," he said. 

The paper recom
mends that eight court
houses, including 
Eltham, be closed down. 
Work from Eltham 
Court could be trans
ferred to Heidelberg · 
Court, the paper says. 

Eltham Courthouse 

Simply the best! 
The Pfaff CREATIVE 1469, 
programmed · by MICRO 
COMPUTOR made in West 
Germany. 
• Embroiders· Monograms 
• Unlimited range of deco
rative & stretch stitches 
• Eyelets • Mirror image 
patterns • Set & forget but-. 
ton hole • Never jams 
• Sews 1 O thicknesses of 

denim. 

STYLE 
SEWING 
C-ENTRE 

. Located at Singer Sewing 
Centre . 

LEVEl-3, COLES NEW WORLD 
ARCADE GREENSBOROUGM 

SHOPPING CENTRE 434 613~· 
210V531 

has been described as 
inadequate and in a de
teriorating condition 
by the paper, which 
says it would require in 
excess of $100,000 over 
five years to make the 
building functional. 

Built in the 1860s, the 
courthouse is now in 
very poor condition 
and, if continued occu
pation is to occur, com
plete renovation of the 
building would be need
ed to ensure the safety 
of the occupants, the 
paper says. 

Mr Peter Mackay, a 
member of the North
ern Suburbs Law Asso
ciation, said he was 
concerned about the 
proposed closure of 
Eltham Court, but 
agreed that the court
house was inadequate. 

Inadequate 
"Obviously if it is 

closed there will be con
siderable inconve
nience to a large num
ber of people, but you 
have to look at it in a 
practical light," Mr 
Mackay said. "Most 
agree that the facility is 
inadequate and there 
are a lot of very strong 
economic reasons for 
closing it. 

"But the question is, 
if it is closed, will it 
cause inordinate hard
ship for the public?" he 
said. 

"If the work is trans
ferred to Heidelberg 
Court it would mean 
some people would be 
forced to travel an ex
tra 25 minutes or more, 
but the tyranny of dis
tance is not what it was 
in the 1860s," he said. 

According to Mr 
Mackay, Eltham Court, 
which covers Region 
10, is unique in that it 
handles criminal, civil 
and famil-y court cases. 
The region incorpo
rates an area stretch
ing from Greensbor-

p-1/-N~S_ . l~1c{r~·-·-· 414d401WWW" 
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ough to Kinglake. 
The discussion paper, 

in its analysis of court
house usage, lists 
Eltham Court as sitting 
for an average of 153 
days per year, with a 52 
per cent annual usage 
rate. 

The highest number 
of sitting days for all 
the courts included in 
the study is 425 days 
(Box Hill), with an an
nual usage rate of 86 
per cent. Chelsea Court 
(which has been recom
mended for closure) has 
the lowest number of 
sitting days (25) and an 
annual usage rate of 10 
per cent. 

Mr Mackay described 
the courts manage
ment study as 'timely' 
in terms of the need to 
modernise the entire 
court system structure. 

"The closure of 
Eltham Court would 
obviously inconve- • 
nience a lot of people, 
but it is something that 
has to be looked at as 
part of bringing the 
system up to date," he 
said. 
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Flying 
high 

Sunshine, about 
15,000 people, and 
more sunshine 
combined to make 
Eltham's 10th 
Community Festi
val an overwhelm
ing success at the 
weekend. 

Sue Bowen (above) 
of Eltham Jayteens 
gets into the spirit of 
things. Sue handed 
out balloons to the 
crowd which lined 
Main St to watch the 
parade as the Jay
teens' "community 
involvement' float 
(right) passed by. 

• Report and more 
pictures on pages 6 
and 7. 
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Courthouse 
to close f 

Eltham Courthouse will close on February 1, the 
Attorney-General, Mr .Jim Kennan announced last 
week. 

Mr Kennan made the 
announcement while 
visiting Heidelberg 
Courthouse, which will 
be upgraded to a re
gional court and han
dle all crime and civil 
cases now being heard 
atEltham. 

Traffic cases will be 
directed from Eltham 
to Moonee Ponds 
Courthouse, which will 
become the new metro
plitan traffic court. 

All changes in the 
court system imple
mented on February 1 
will continue for a six 
month trial period, Mr 
Kennan said. 

The decision to close 
El tham Courthouse 
follows the release of a 
discussion paper by the 
Law Department's 
Courts Management 
Change rogram, in 
September. 

Recommendations 
made in the paper were 
adopted following con
sultation with the vari
ous professional groups 
associated with the 
court system, including 

I by Helen Gillman I 
police, court staff, solic
itors and barristers and 
local councils. 

The Courts Manage
ment Change Program 
has studied options for 
the future of metropoli
tan courthouses in 
light of the completion 
of a new magistrates' 
court .complex at 
Broadmeadows, due to 
open on January 1. 

The final decision on 
Eltham Court follows 
months of local confu-

sion and concern about 
the future of the court
house. 

While the communi
ty representatives ac
cepted that the court
house building was 
inadequate, they be
lieved a new complex 
should be built in the 
Diamond Vall~y area. 

Eltham Shire presi
dent, Cr Alan Baker, 
last week said it was 
"most unfortunate" 
the Government had 
decided to close Eltham 
Court. 

VICTORIA 150 
GROWING TOGETHER 1984-5 

Melbourne lit up last 
week for the start of 
the State's 150th Anni
versary celebrations. 

Premier .John Cain 
.pulled a switch on 
Thursday to light up 
four Yarra River 
bridges and two days 
later released thou
sands of pigeons at 
Portland after his offi
cial opening address. 

School to 
elebr te 

In Melbourne the 
fun started at 11.30 am 
on Saturday with con
tinuous entertainment 
on four stages, two in 
the Alexandra Gar
dens and two anchored 
in the Yarra. 

The grand opening 
pageant was televised 
live from the concert 
hall from 8.30 pm and 
featured top variety 
entertainment with a 
period theme. 

The opening 'Week
end provided just a 
taste of what is being 
offered to Victorians 
and their guests dur
ing the 150th Anniver

. sary celebrations. 

The new St Andrew's Primary 
School will be officially opened by 
Education Minister Robert Ford
ham on Saturday at 11 am. 

It will be a landmark 
occasion for the school 
community, which 
moved into the new 
building in June after 
seven years of dedica
tion and effort by the 
school council. 

Melbourne will be 
the focus for the major 
celebratory happen
ings and the cultural 
and sporting events of 
international interest 
that organisers have 
managed to secure for 
the year. 

The $720,000 school 
replaced the 125 year
old school house and a 
collection of portables. 

Official guests at the 
opening will include 
Federal Member for 
Casey Pete Steedman, 
State Member for Eve
lyn Max McDonald, 
representatives of the • 
Northern Metropolitan 
Regional Office of the 
Education Depart
ment, former school 
principal Mrs Gene
vieve Leach, architects 
Cr Robert Marshall 
and Mr Jodie Wallace, 
Eltham Shire President 
Cr Alan Baker, Crs 
Mary Grant and John 
Fisher, Mr Kahn 
Franke, president of 
the Victorian Teachers 
Union Jim Young and 
area representative, Ms 
Caroline Lloyd. 
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WE DON'T JUST 
SELL CHICKEN! 

PUMPS, 
FILTERS, 

SPRINKLER 
SYSTEMS 

now $178 
Also 6 drawer Tall Boys to 

clear at $109 ea. 

• GILLESPIES HOME FORNI H 
89 Grimshaw St, Greensborough 1€ 

~ 

435 4442, 435 4779 ~ 

TRY OUR: 
Freshly made Rolls and Sandwiches, Hot Chicken or Pork Rolls, 
Chicken Schnitzels, Rissoles, Beel or Chicken Spring Rolls, Dim 
Sims, Shoa Mia, Mini Spring Rolls, Hot Dogs, Pies, Pasties, 
Sausage Rolls. Roast Potatoes, Sausages, Fish, Chips, Donuts, 

Cakes, Fruit Slices, Garden Salads, Fruit Salad. 

BULK ORDERS TAKEN FOR CHICKENS, SALADS, PAVLOVAS 
ETC. AND A FULL RANGE OF MILK BAR ITEMS . 

ANSELL & MUIR 
~ri:r~NRD, PH. 439 300& 

46DV569A 
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ERN'S SADDLERY 
REPAIRS A SPECIALTY 

BELL ST 
HOME IMPROVEMENTS 

Saddles · restuffed, harness and 
horse rugs repaired, all leather 
harness made to order. Lar~ 

range of accessories. 

D,v. of Alumcan Display Open 7 Days 350 6 777 

157 Plenty Rd, 
PRESTON 

Australia P/L 777 BELL ST. WEST PRESTON 
484 1548 22DV511 

VALLEY CARPETS 

GREATEST 
CARPET 

SALE 
IN THE DIAMOND VALLEY AREA 

* TOP BRAND NAME NYLON 
FULLY LAID FOR .................... . 

* VINYLS AS LOW AS .•.... ........... s15 m 

L BOB TODAY "/'LL BEAT ANY QUOTE" 

439 446629 ST CLEMS ST 

ELTHAM 
RING 7 DAYS A WEEK! •20vs,s 

-~ 

Car air-conditioning 
discounted by 

s300 
FROM $770 

Fully installed and warranted for 12 months with 
unlimited mileage. Will make sure your summer 

driving is comfortable and cool. 
Mitsubishi enquiries contact N. Johnson 

Holden enquiries contact F. Bath or P. Scott 
Make sure you have your current air conditioner 

serviced-$37.50 (all makes and models). 

520 HIGH ST, PRESTON 470 3333 
44PT537 
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e Nillumbik Histori-l /''' 
cal Society member,'¾ 
Cyril Smith, combines _ 
old style dress with ·-·r--....;;;;,====-----J 
present technology 
while recording events 
for future posterity. 

CATERING 
SUPPLIES 

• Serviettes, Candles 
• Paper & Plastic Plates 
• Royal Chine! Plates 

;° Table Cloth Rolls 
1 • Hot & Cold Cups 
' • Aluminium Foil Containers · 

I• Cutlery 
• Balloons & other party 

I novelties 
1
1 WE HAVE 

EVERYTHING 
ito make your party or 
1 BBQ a success. . 
, Melbourne's biggest 

1 

range. , 
Melbourne's best 

prices. 

l~.\PEll& 
; &"'1~.\TIONERY 

GAl.,Olffi 
STALLS N37, N38 & N39-
PREST0N MARKET 

PHONE 478 2453 
BUY IN BULK & SAVE 

416S523 

eDiamond Val
ley Shire president 
Cr Ian Close in
spects the working 
order of the sundial 
presented to the 
shire by the Dia
mond Valley Dis
trict Scouts. Vic
tori an Scout 
Commissioner Neil 
Westaway looks on. 

Dial a 
150th 
gift 

As a celebration 
for all Victorians, 
Diamond Valley 
Shire kicked off the 
state's 150th anni
versary with a car
nival day of activi
ties and displays. 

The highlight of the 
day was the presenta
tion of a sundial t.o the 
Shire of Diamond Val
ley from the Diamond 
Valley District scouts. 

Stare scout commis
sioner Nell Westaway 
presented the sundial 
to Diamond Valley 
Shire president Cr Ian 
Close. 

The dial will remain 
at the library near the 
Civic Offices in Civic 
Drive, Greensborough. 

-
More than 400 scouts 

and about 500 people 
were present for the 
ceremony. 

And then for the rest 
of the day, it was just 
one thing aft.er another 
as gymnasts' displays, 
CFA demonstrations, 
rap dancing, Charlie 
Koala, marching girls 
and many others per
formed on the Civic 
Centre lawns. 

It was a colorful and 
lively occasion for all 
ages. 

Devonshire teas were 
provided by the Nil
lumbik Hist.orical Soci
ety and the Greensbor
ough Rotary Club with 
a beef spit roast con
ducted by the Diamond 
Valley Lions Club. 

Greensborough Apex 
Club also assisted with 
preparations. 
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We will keep 
your court 
- Kennett 

Eltham Courthouse would remain open if the Lib
eral Party ls elected to State Government next year. 

Opposition Lead
er, Mr Jeff Kennett 
gave an undertak
ing last week to 
keep the courthouse 
open if it has not 
been closed down by 
the State Govem
men t before the. 
election, expect.eel in 
March 1985. 

Mr Kennett said 
however that he oould 
not guarant.ee the Lib-
erals would reopen the 
courthouse if the gov
ernment had already 
closed it by March. 

Concern 
"We are lncrea.singly 

concerned about the 
government's move to 
rationa.11.se the admin
istration or law in this 
state," Mr Kennett 
,aid. 

"People in communi
ties like Eltham have 
come to accept the dis
pensing or law in their 

area and are now going 
to find they will have to 
go much further t.o 
have their cases heard." 

A discussion paper, 
released last month by 
the L&w Department's 
Courts Management 
Change Progra.m, ha8 
recommended that 
Eltham Courthouse be 
closed down. 

Thepaperlooksatfu
ture options for court
houses 1n the metropol
itan area tn light or the 
completion of a new 
magistrates' court
house complex in 
Broedmeadows, due to 
open on January 1, 
1985. 

Mr Kennett pointed 
out that the Eltham
Greensborough distrtct 
1s a growing area. 

"Rather than closing 
the courthouse, 1t 
would be much better 
to put up real alterna
tives for the adminLs
tration of law 1n the 
area over the next 15 to 

Toner at the election, 
said the government 
should possibly be look
ing at constructing a 
new courthouse In the .,.._ 

''The community has 
to be able to feel that 
what they are getting 
1n 1984 is better than 

~~:8r~11ew~ietting 

"But services have 
not been maintained 
and the possible closure 
of Eltham Court 1s a 
~ft~~al example or 

Delays 
Mr Kennett said the 

closure or courthouses 
would mean longer de
lays at the remaining 
courts and the dispen
sation of law more 
erratic. 

h;~gh~ t~e?:i 
Eltham, is that the pri
orities of the C&1n Gov
ernment are not direct
ed at people," he said. 

,======;;-, 20 years," he said. 
"'But at the associa

tions. the unions and 
the minority pressure IFYOU 

SEE NEWS 
TELLUS-
611 2740 

Mr Kennett, who is groups. 
confident the Liberals "The priorities of the 
will defeat the sitting Government are anti
Member for Greensbor- people and anti-eom
ough, Mrs PaU.Un.e,,..._om~ ... -. 



Shire of Eltharn 
'THE EVERGREEN SHIRE' 

895 MAIN ROAD, EL THAM. POST OFFICE BOX 21 , EL THAM, VICTORIA, 3095 
TELEPHONE: 430 - 1122 

PLEASE QUOTE: AM : JW 

REFER: 5608 

YOUR REF. 

15th March, 1985 

The Secretary, 
Shire of Eltham Historical Society, 
P.O. Box 137, 
ELTHAM, 3095. 

ATTENTION: MR. R. YEOMAN 

Dear Russel l , 

RE: Eltham Court House 

As you are aware, Council is desirous of obtaining use of the 
abovementioned building, and have fu r ther resolved that your 
Society be contracted to ascertain its interest in use of the 
bu il ding as a museum. 

Formal advise as to the Society's interest in t his matter wi ll 
be appreciated. 

Your s faithf ully, 

FINANCE MANAGER 

f 
VICTORIA 150 
GROWING TOGETHfft "'4·S 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 
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Department of 
Conservation 
Forests & Lands 

tour Ref. 

)ur Ref. 

240 Victoria Parade 
East Melbourne 
Victoria 3002 
Telephone (03) 651 4011 

TO 

Ve.ale. S-<..Jc. 

£'- tH/tM. COOP.., T House 

I am w1c.it-<..ng to -<-n601c.m you. that thi-0 Ve.pa1c.tme.nt -<../2 -0e.e.k-<..ng pu.bl-<..e 
e.xpJc.U-0-<..on-0 06 -<..nte.1c.ut 601c. the. above. bu.-<..ld-<..ng. 

The. availability 06 the. building will be. pu.blieize.d in loeal and 
me.tJc.opolitan me.d-<..a. Howe.ve.Jc., I would be. ple.a-0e.d i6 you. eou.ld d1c.aw the. 
pJc.ogJc.am to the. attention 06 any eommu.n-i..ty g-'l.oupl.i wh-<..eh may have. an -<..nte.Jc.e.--6t 
-<..n the. bu.-<..ld-<..ng. 

Fu.Jc.the.Jc. de.ta-<..l-0 06 the. e.xp1c.e.-0-0ion-0 06 inte.1c.ut pJc.ogJc.am aJc.e. pJc.ovide.d in · the. 
attaehe.d papU/2. 

Y ou.Jc./2 /2-<.nee.Jc.e.1.y 

(ia1~J--JA,~~ 
/2ANE . L LENNON 

Ma.nagu, HL6toJc._-<..e P laee./2 Se.etion 

att 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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Shire of Eltharn 
895 MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM. POST OFFICE BOX 21 , EL THAM, VICTORIA, 3095 

TELEPHONE: (03) 430 • 1122 

PLEASE QUOTE: 

REFER: 

YOUR REF. 

5608 
LE:JG 

Lis Edmondson 

Mr R Yeoman 
Secretary 
Eltham Historical Society 
PO Box 137 
ELTHAM 3095 

Dear Russell 

Re: Eltham Court House 

I refer to the above matter and advise that the Department of Conservation 
Forests and Lands is seeking public expressions of interest for the Eltham 
Court House. (A copy of the letter is attached). 

If you wish to register your interest, I suggest you write to the Department 
of Conservation Forests and Lands. 

Yours sincerely 

John McDonough 
Deputy Shire Secretary 

18 August 1987 

encl 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Your Ref. 

Our Ref. 

Date 

--- Department of 
Conservation 
Forests & Lands 

88-356 
30 March 1988 

240 Victoria Parade 
East Melbourne 
Victoria 3002 
Telephone (03) 41 2 40 11 

The Deputy Shire Secretary 
Shire of Eltham 
P.O. Box 21 
Eltham, 3095 

Re: - Eltham -Gourt -House 

TO 

In reply to your letter of 23 March, I wish to advise 
that the above building is the responsibility of this 
Department, and that a decision has been made regarding 
future use of the court house. 

Applications to use the court house were recently 
assessed, and the Minister has now made the building 
available to the Eltham Youth Resource Centre. Council's 
submission was given careful consideration, but the 
former proposal was judged to offer optimum benefits in 
terms of current government policies. You should note, 
however, that there will be scope for the rear section of 
the court house to be used by other community groups such 
as local service clubs, thus meeting some of the needs 
identified by Council. 

In regard to the needs of the local historical society, I 
note that the society was suggested as a future user of 
the adjoining police residence when Council first sought 
management of that building. Perhaps this option should 
now be reconsidered. 

I apologise for the delay in finalising arrangements for 
the court house. However, as was explained (by telephone) 
to one of your staff a few days after receipt of your 
January letter, release of sites from the governments 
assets sales program is a time consuming task. The fact 
that this important historic building has now been 
retained for on-golng public use should, I believe, be 
welcomed by all and I am sure council shares this view. 

Yours sincerely, 

~n~ 
v~~nager, Historic Places Section. 

8131(F1) FOR! 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



• -

FORMER COURT 1/OUSE, MAIN ROAV, ELTIIAM 
SC/IEVULE OF REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE WORK 

A. BRICK COURT HOUSE 

1. Rao~ 

Sfa:te. Re.pa-<1(-6 

- The. 1.,eate. l(OO~ genel(ae .e,, appeal(-6 to be. -in good c.011d-i.:t-i.011 but tltue. 
Me. a J.>maf.f ntwdJe.l( a~ £oo-6e a11d/ol( bl(o/len -6fate-6 

- Che.c.k c.ondit-ion a~ e.xi-6ting -6fate. l(oo~ 
Re.pfac.e. b'loke.n -6fate.-6 cu.ith -6fate-6 oft match.ing -6.ize, cofoul( and quafity 

- Reft-i.x loo1.>e. 1.,late.1.> 
Clte.c.k, l(e.pa-i.'l and 'le.ft-i.x a11y foMe. and bl(oken ftfa-611.ing-6 

Ca-6t -i.'lon 1ta-i.ncuatu good-6 

Re.ta-i.n ex-t..!>t-i.ng c.a-6t -i.1ton Jta-i.nwatu good-6, -i.nc.fod-i.119 downp.ipu 
and 1ta-i.nwate.tc fie ad 6 

Repai.Jt a-6 ne.c.e-6Ml{IJ a11Cf l(e_fti.x foo-1e. ft-i:t.Ung-6 :to cuaU-1 

Gu:tte.11 in9 

Re.move. e.x-i.-6t-tng gut:tel(i.ng m1d l(epface cu{th new 0.6 mm TCT gafva11i.ze.d 
oge.e. pl(oA-tfe. gu tte.tc-tng 
Sofrle.l( at -6top end6 a11d joi.116 

- At ex.,ititin9 c.a-6t ,il(on rlownpi.pu and l(ai111vate'1. l1ead1 r'r.ovide. l(oftnrl 
outfe.t-6 to match d.iame.te.l( oft ex-i.-6ti11g c.a-6:t -iJton dow11pipe.-6 
Pl(ovirle. n~v gaevanize.d dmunpi.pe6 to matc.h di.ame.tel( a11d complete. c.a-6t 
,il(on downpi.pe.-6 

- Ef-6e.whe.'le. p'1.ov.ide. 75 mm di.ame.te11 gafvan.i.ze.rl otdP~.t-6 and downp-ipe.-6 
- Connect downp.i.pe.-6 :to e.x.L1ting -6fol(nwate.11 dl(a-inage ,~y1tem. 

2. S,i:t.e. IS tol(mua:t.u and Se.wu V'ra-< na ge. 

Sto'1.mwate.tc and Se.wuage. V'la-i.11-6 

Secue1tage. and -6.toltnwatu pipe-6 appe.M to di-1c.ha'lge. -into the. -6ame. 
d1tain ne.a11 :to W-tndow 4. 
1i1v.C?._-6t,igate. d'la-in .6 at tlz-i.-6 focat.i.on and de.te.1tmi.ne. tlie. e.x-i-6t-ing 
-6-i.tuati.on. It ,i,1 mo-1t eille.f11 that when the. ba.6in and -6i.nk we1te. 
-in-1tafee.d the.,i1t wa-6te. p.<pe-1 ;ue'le c.01111ec.ted to an e.x-i .6:t-i.ng -1to1tnruate.tc 
d'1.a-i.n 
1 ~ th,i-6 -i-6 tlie. c.a-6e. and the. ba-6-i.n and -6-ink a1te. not l(e.qu-iAe.d ftolt tlie 
p1topoM!d u.1e. f.o'l the. bu.ifrling, :tlie.y -6houfd be. 1temoved. Othuw-i.-6e. 
afeow :to ~w1 a new 100 ,mm PVC -in gl[ound 1.>ewuage. cl1ta-in appicoximatttfy 
1 ~--w~t~e.1., ~n te.ng~~ 61Prii: tlie. ~adz o~ tf1e _ex -~1.,t,ing tq,i_let-6. to nea1t 
ry.rndow 4,. Bl(eak .01 a'l'ltr connect to vd-6t.rng 1 d'tafo at· bac.k a~ 
to{fe.~-6. P1tov.ide new PVC back -infe.t ove.-'IMo,v l(efie(i guffu ne.a'r. W-i11dow 
4. P'tov -ide new "S" t1ta/j6 and wa-1te.-6 :to ba1i.n and -6-<nh. Run wa.6te. 
pi.pe-1 down -i11te1tnaffy tl11wugl1 ~fool( and maf?e. c.011ceafed co1111ection 
-i.11:to bac~ 06 o.1t.g. Wa-6 te._p-ipe-6 a-'le. Y)Ot to be expo-6ed {nte-'lnaefy. 
Vent d'tarn -<11 acco'ldanc.e. w-<tlt 'te.gttfat<.an -6. · 

' Ii 

\. 
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3. 

C'(l ,,c , e te paving to no1tth -6ide. building. 
«dt C' ~ bui.(di.ng and not le.-6-6 than 1000 mm ~'tom the. 

ldt a 100 mm P.V.C. ag1ticultu1tal d1tain app1toximate.J y 
• • '-OOth bed at a depth o~ not le-6-6 than 450 mm 
c.d ,o.itlt g1tave.t. 1 Fall d1tain to n~u -6to1tmuate.1t 

t t a~t end o~ building. 
co ptov.ide a ~bnum ~.(nuhed g1tound llve.l o~ 

, .. , •• .- - betoui tlte. inte1t,,ae 1loM le.ve.f ofi Room 3. 
_..liiillllf"!Jr. ,att at arrnnximn f<'f11 I .t'1 10 aw4y ~11om the. no1tth 

, dJtct o~ at ( ea~( I met.\t fout ~~om the. e~te.Jr.nal wall 
H~i.n-<-6'1 w-< tlt '1 c1t 11 ~lted fi.me-6to11e. o't b1t-<.c.k paved path. 

~---•~( tit, ew pat.It rl"11~ t,11 c t a new b-t.i.ch d1tab1age channel 
_..111111.,.l.Ul94~1'• ,., t-,e-4· long ntHI ~'1 tf.in~ -<n an ea-6tuly di1te.c.Uon -+~ . 

Miti " fl (la d. 
"t"' t- 00 ~ /.00 t, i.dl fo ,,,.u~ telt d1ta-<nage. -6ump w-<.th 100 

""" t i, t ti.nfo~ctd C'C',,CH' t ba e and ca-6t .i1to11 gJtate. top at the. 
fd C fJtd oi t ~t ~~ic h "" t. 

- Co""t cC u ( (I g cr ad(u,a ( d1tab1 
- Co""tet ' " rl ai." t o U-<-6t-<ng -6toJtmootu d1ta-<.n with 100 mm'P.V.C 

pi.re. 

- P1tovi.de 14 No. new -6ub - ~(oolt ve.11:t.-6 to extunal wall-6 app1toximately 
to locati.on-6 -6l1ow11 on a ttacl,e.d dl{awing. 

- Size vent~ to -6uit b1ti.ch d-lme.n-6-<.0IM be.-<.ng 1 blt-<.c.h long by 2 cou1t-6e.-6 
lt.i. 9l1. 

- F.<.t new ca-6t bton g1t.(U-6 to ve.nu 
1n-6pe.ct -6ub - ~loo1t -6pace and i~ ne.ce.-6-6a.1ty ~oltm ve.nu -<.n -<.nte1tnal 
100.f.l~ to pe..1tmit cJto-6-6 ve.ntilat-<.on. 

B1t-<.chwo1th Re.pa-<..lt.-6 

- Ca1te.~ully 11.e.move damaged b1t-ich-6 to e.xte.11.nal wall-6 o~ Room 3. 
- Re.place. with matc.h-ing b1tick-6 -in good condition 
- Set b1tfrkwMh -<.n 3: 1 -6and l.,lme. mo1tta1t and noltm joinu to match 

ex.-i.-6ting j o-inu. 

4. EXTERNAL RENDER 

Vamp Annected Re.nde.11. 

- Following d1ta-inage. and ve.nti.fat-ion wo1tk-6 p1te.viou-6ly -6che.du.t.e.d and a 
.-6Ub.-6e.quent d1tying out pe.11.iod, ~emove -6alt anne.cte.d e.xte.1tna.f. 1te.nde1t 
to e.xtunal no1tth wall on Room 3. 

- Re.-11.e.ndu damaged a.1te.a-6 with two c.oat/2 o~ 3: 1 c.oa.1t.-6e. }.,and to cement 
with the. add-i.t-i.on o~ 10% hyd.1tated 1.-i.me. 

- Unduc.ut ex-<.-6ting 11.e.ndu at edge-6 to p.ltov-<.de. a hey fo1t new wMh . 
Fin-<.-6h H.ndu to matc.h e.x.-i.-6Ung Jte.ndu i.nr...Puding 1tule.d a-6hla.1t c.ouit-6e 
f-<.ne.-6. 

Damaged Rende.It El-6~uhe11.e. 

- Re.pa.i.1t c.1tac.he.d 1te.ndu e.l.-6e.wftue. -includ-<.ng to p-Unth at ~If.ant 
-6outh c.01tne.1t on ent1ty po1tch. 
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Co.fou'1. Sc.he.me. 

- The. building ,6hall be '1.e.painte.d in a c.olou'1. ,6c.he.me. ba,6e.d on a paini 
,6C.'1.ape. analy-6-i.-6 to de.te.'1.mine. o'1.ig-i.nal o'1. e.al[ly c.oloul[-6 u-6e.d. 

- The paint anaty,6,i,6 ,6hall be undutaken p'1.io'1. to the c.omme.nc.eme.nt o~ 
wo'1.k. 

ExpMe.d T-i.mbu 

- To a.f..f e.xpo-6e.d t,imbe.'1. ,i11cfud<119 ~cBc-<a-6, eavu, doo'1.-6. and w,indow-6 
- Cle.an down Jte.moved a.U too-6e.d a11d Afak{11g pab1t and -6and -6mooth 

1 c.oat o~ t{mbe.'1. p'1.,ime'1. to alt ha'1.e timbe'1. 
- Fitl alt hote.,6 and c.'1.ac.h-6 w{th lin6e.e.d o-i.l putty 

1 c.oat exte'1.io'1. unde'1.c.oat 
2 c.oat-6 exte'1.ioJt glo ,M enamel to all w-i.ndow-6 and doo'1.,6 

- 2 c.oav.i e.xte.'1.io'1. glo-6,6 ac.'1.yl-i.c. to all e.xpo6e.d e.l-6ewhe.'1.e.. 

Metal Wo'1.k 

- To all e.xpo-6ed including gutte.'1.,6, downpipe-6 
Cle.an down and de.g'1.ea-6e ba'1.e galvanized i'1.on and appty 1 coat 

gatvan{zed i'1.on p'1.ime'1. 
- Cle.an down exi,6t-i.ng painted metal wo'1.h inc.tuding ca-6t i'1.on downp{pe-6 

and '1.ainwatu he.ad-6, wiJte b'1.u-6h and/ o'1. ,6and back Jtu,6t -6pot,6 and applff 
1 coat '1.ed oxide zinc. c.h'1.omate p'1.ime.'1. to ba'1.e. metal 
1 c.oat e.xte'1.io'1. unde.'1.c.oat 

- 2 coau exte.'1.io'1. g loM, enamel 

Rendued Wall-6 

To all expo-6ed cement '1.ende'1. clean down and Jtemove all loo,6e. and 
Making paint 
1 coat e.xte'1.io'1. unde'1.c.oat · 

- Apply two c.oau e.xte.'1.-i.o'1. matt ac.'1.ylic. 

ELECTRICAL 

] n,6pe.c.t-i.on 

- A'1.'1.ange. an in-6pe.c.t-i.on and a,6-6<?.~6me.nt o~ the. e.xi-6ting e.le.c.t'1.-i.c.al 
in,6tallation by a lic.e.n6e.d e.le.c.t'1.ic.-i.an 

Re.tv-i.'1.ing 

- R~u-i.'1.e a-6 ne.c.e.,66a'1.y to comply with c.u'1.'1.ent wi'1.ing c.ode.,6 
Cha-6e new wi'1.ing into pla-6te.'1. on ma-6on'1.y wall-6 whe'1.e ne.c.e.-6-6a'1.y. 

7. INTERNAL PLASTERING 
. . - - -- ·-

' ' 
'. . ,,' .- . .. ,. 

Follmuing d'1.ainage and ventilation wo'1.k,6 p'1.e.vio-6ly -6c.he.duled and a 
-6ub-6e.que.nt d'1.y.i.ng out pu.fod, cut out ,6alt a6Ae.c.te.d pla-6tu to no'1..th 
and ea-6t wall-6 06 Room 3. 
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- Re-pta~tell. damaged all.ea~ with thll.ee coat wokk 
- Va~h coat 1 pall.t cement to 3 pa1tt~ coall.~e ~and 
- Floating coat: 1 pall.t cement to 6 pall.t~ coall.~e ~and plu~ 10% 

l.i.me. putty 
- Setting coat: 1 pakt .f.ime putt11 to 3 pa1tt~ gyp~um ·pla~tu nini~hed 

~mooth and level 
Unde1tcut exi~ting pl.a~te1t to key ~n new wokk 

8. INTERNAL CARPENTRY 

Coull.t Room Ce.iling 

- Remove. caneite. /2he.e.ting ave.I!. oll.ig.i.11at boall.de.d timbe.ll. ce.iling 
- Re.pail!. boall.ding a/2 ne.ce/2/2all.y 

9. INTERNAL PAINTING 

Joine.1ty 

- To al.f. expMe.d joinuy including dooll.~,window,!, and all.chitll.ave./2 
- Cle.an down and ll.e.move. ate loo,!,e. and nlaking paint 

1 coat inte.ll.ioll. un'._!l,U-~.w,4.:--
2 coat.I.> inte.ll.ioll. /2e.mi-glo/2~ enamel 

- Cle.an down and lte.move. all loo,!,t and 6laking paint 
1 coat inte.1tioll. unde.ll.coat 
2 coat,!, inte.ll..i.oll. matt ac1tyfic 

8. PREFABRICATED BUILDING AT REAR 

1. ROOF 

Roon Re.paht,!, 

- Che.ck condition on ll.oon, box gutte.ll. and /2toll.rrwate.ll. dll.ainage. 
/21j/2te.m 

- Cle.an out and ll.epaill. a/2 ne.ce,!,,!,all.y 
Note that box guttell. appe.all./2 to ovell.nlow oil. leak ~n heavy ll.ain 

2. CARPENTRY REPAIRS 

Cove.It Stll.ip,!, 

- Re.p:,.-<ll danuged extuna.f covu /2tll.ip,!, to wal.f/2 
- Che.ck with manunactu1te.ll. and obtain matching cove.It ,!,tltip/2 whue. 

1te.place.me.nt i/2 ne.ce./2/2a1ty 

3. EXTERNAL PAINTING 

Re.paint 

- Re.paint e.xtunal watl/2 and window,!, and doM/2 
- Cle.an down and lte.move. a.fl loo/2e. and 6.faking paint and /2and /2mooth 

1 coat p1time.1t to a.fl ba1te. timbe..1t 
1 coat e.xte..1tio.1t unde.ll. coat 
2 coot/2 matt e.xtui&lt aC-'ttf .f:.ic to wall/2 
2 coat,!, g.fo,!,,!, e.xtuioll. ·,uiame..t to window/2 and dooll.,!, 

, 
. • T 

'· 
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EXTERIOR 

GENERAL 

EXISTING CONDITIONS SURVEY 
FORMER COURT HOUSE 
MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

DATE OF INSPECTION: 30.7.87 

Pk-<.11c.-<.pai Matu..i.aV, o~ Con-6tkuc.t..i.on 

If and made. bk.i.c.k wali-6 la.i.d ..in E 11gl,i.M1 l)(l11Cf. Tlie. wut 6acade. .i.-6 kendued and 
kuled .i.n a-6h.fak. The .-6.i.de and kealt w<1ff 1 a,re 1te.i1due.d up to about 1100 mm 
above. 6lool[ le.ve.i. Th.i.-6 ..i.-6 late.k wo~k th<111 the n1tont kendel[ a11d may have bee11 
do11e. to d.i..-6gu.i.-6e damage to the. lowu b1t.i.clz-6. Tlie.ke. .i.-6 a11 e.xpMed .-6a11d.-6tone. 
ha-6e. c.ouk.-6e. on the. -6outh and pal[t 06 the. ea-6t -6.i.de.. The. koo6 -<.-6 -6.fate. a11d the. 

~tte.k-6 quad pko6..i.ie. g.-<.. 

Fe.atul[e.-6 on Pal[t..i.c.uiak 1nte.ke.-6t 

A p![enabl[-<.c.ate.d bu-<.ld-<.ng c.onta-<.n-<.ng a .-6ec.ond c.oukt ha-6 be.e.11 added at the. keak 
oo tlie bu-<.ld.i.ng c.onne.c.te.d bq a naHow .f.i.nk to the. M.i.g-<.nal bac.lz dool[. The. 
add-<.t-<.on .i.-6 naHowu than tl1e. 01t-<.ginal bu-<.ld.i.ng and to .Mme e.xte11t .i.:t-6 -6ize. .i.-6 
not appake.nt 6kom the 6kont. 

Condition o~ Site., Outbuiiding-6, rence.-6 and Gate.-6 

The -6ite. -<.-6 c.lean and t.i.dtJ. Thue. ..i.-6 a t-<.mbu 6kame.d and t,{.}'11bel[ c..f.ad to.i.le.t 
bu-<..fd-<.119 at the. bac.k 06 tl1e. exten-6.i.on wh.i.c.h .i.-6 d.i.ktlj but -<.n wokk.-<.ng Mdu. 

Tf:q_,~f!. r.•e t6;fxvr. paV.ng 6enc.e.-6 to 3 .-6ide.-6 06 the. .-6.i.te. wh..i.c.h Me. i11 oa.i.l[ c.ond.i.t.i.on. 

DEFECTS 

BRICK COURT HOUSE 

Roo6 and Stokrrwate.k Vka..i.nage. 

Slate. koo6 appeak-6 to be. .i.n good c.ond-<.t.i.on 6kom an on gkound .i.n-6pec.t.i.on 
but -<.t .-6hould be. c.hec.ke.d 6ok bkoken ok loo-6e. .-6late-6. The c.oukt koom 
koo6 and bac.k guttu/2 ake. ku.-6:t.e.d out. The c.a.-6t ,i,1[011 dow11p.i.pu 11eatr. 
Window 4 i-6 loo-6e. and di-6c.hakge.-6 .i.nto the. -6ame. dka.i.n a-6 a ba-6-<.n and 
'.6-<.nk wa-6te. 

The.'te. appe.a't/2 to be. a damp p'toble..m ..i.11 the. wall be.low a11d atr.ou11d 
Window 4~ .whe~e. · -6ome. 06 the. b't.i.c.kwotr.k i.-6 6tr.e.tte.d badlq and tlie. ke.11de.tr. 
paint -<.-6 pe.e.l-<.119. Thue.. atr.e. only 3 6ma.fl .-6ub6,loo't ve.n:t-6 to the. c.oukt 
wall.-6 and none. to the.. wall akound W.i.ndow 4. 

Ea-6t S.i.de.. 

Roa~ and Stoknwate.k Dtr.ainage. 

Not v-<.-6-<.b.fe. 
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The wall/2 · gene.Jr.ally appe.aJr. to be. .in good c.ondit.ion. The. /2tone. /2te.p/2 
Jr.e.move.d 6Jr.om VooJr. 7 aJr.e. lying unde.Jr. the. addition. The.Jr.e. aJr.e. no ~ub6looJr. 
ve.nu in thv., wall. Thue. i/2 /2ome. minoJr. 6Jr.e.tting 06 bJr.ic.kwMk at th-e 
noJr.th e.nd o~ the. wall. 

South Side. 

Roo~ and StoJr.nruatu VJr.a.inage. 

The mai,1 c.ouJr.t gutte.Jr. .i/2 Jr.u/2te.d out and ha/2 we. e.d~ gl[owing· .in .it. The.Jr.e. 
aJr.e. /2ome. loo/2e. /2late./2 and /2ome. 06 the. lmue.Jr. bl[anc.he./2 06 the. tJr.e.e. at the 
6Jr.ont coJr.neJr. /2hould be Jr.e.move.d wheJr.e they 6out the. Jr.006. 

Thue. .i/2 a /2ma.fl uac.k .in the wa.t.l be..t.ow the /2.<.l.f to Window 5. 

/2t S.ide. - Ma.in Road E.fe.vat.ion 

Roo6 and StoJr.rru~te.Jr. VJr.a.inage. 

The e.ntJr.y Jr.006 appealf./2 good but theJr.e aJr.e. /2ome bJr.oke.n /2late/2. TheJr.e. i/2 
glf.a/2/2 gJr.owing .in the -6outh /2.ide. gutte.Jr.. 

The wall-6 appe.aJr. good. TheJr.e .i-6 -6ome. c.Jr.ac.k.ing 06 the Jr.endeJr.. The woJr./2t 
lac.at.ion .i/2 the 6Jr.ont -6.w. colf.ntlf. 06 the poJr.ch plinth. The c.Jr.ack.ing .in 
thi-6 location may only be .in the Jr.e.nde.Jr. but c.ould be cau/2e.d by movement 
.in the pl.inth /2tone. po-6-6.ibly due to ne.a1by tJr.e.e. Jr.oot/2. The conc.Jr.ete 
path le.ad.ing to VooJr. 1 appe.alf./2 to have paJr.tly be.en pouJr.ed ove.Jr. the. top 
06 the bottom /2tone entJr.y -6te.p-6. 

REAR EXTENSION 

The e.xte.Jr..ioJr. 06 the Jr.e.alf. e.xte.n/2.ion .i-6 gene.Jr.a.fly .in good c.ondition, 
howe.ve.Jr. the. wall c.ove.Jr. -6tJr.ip/2 which appe.ak to be made 06 ha1dboa1d 
aJr.e. de.te.1io1ating at the bottom in -6ome. loc.ation-6. The e.xte.n/2ion 
1e.qui1e.~ painting. The Jr.006 c.ould not be .in~pe.c.te.d but thue. may 
be a pkoblem with the box gutte.Jr. (-6e.e Room/2 7 and 8 be.low). 

INTERIOR 

GENERAL 

Occ.up,<,e.d 

No 

The. c.ouJr.t Jr.oom Jr.e.taiM v.iJr.tually all iu 6uJr.nituJr.e. e.xc.e.pt . 6oJr. /2mall 
chaiJr./2 to the Magi-6tJr.ate./2 and Cle.Jr.k-6 be.nc.he.-6. The witne.-6~ box i-6 not 
OJr.ig.inal. 

Acc.e-6-6.ible. 

The. building 'i-6 locked. , ,· 
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Cle.a11l-<.11eh6 

The. bu-<.ld-<.119 1te.qu-<.1te.-6 c.le.an-<.119. 

Othu 

- - - ------""'"'=====-

Apa1tt 61tom the. 01t-<.g-<.nal c.oultt 1toom 6u1t11-<.tu1te. whic.h -6hould 1te.ma-<.n -<.n the. 
c.oultt Jr.oom the.1te. ,i_~ an amou11t 06 m-<.-6c.e.llane.ou-6 066-<.c.e. 6u1t11-<.tu1te., 
e.qu..i.pme.nt and -6ome. c.oultt 1te.c.01td-6 which -6hould be. 1te.move.d. 

DEFECTS 

ROOM 1 - ENTRY 

Ce.LUng 

Lathe. and pla-6te.1t pa-<.nte.d w-<.th m..i.nolt c1tac.h-<.Hg only. 

Ha1td pla-6te.1t pa-<.nte.d -<.n good c.ond..i.t-<.on. 

Floa1t 

235 x 235 tu1tac.otta t-<.le.-6 -<.H good c.011d..i.t.ion. The.-6e. -6hould be. 1te.ta-<.ne.d. 

W-<.ndow-6 and Voolt-6 

Voolt 1 a pa.ilt 06 le.dged battened and b1tac.e.d doolt-6. The.-6e. a1te. 
1tepfoc.e.me.11.v., but -<.11 good c.ond..i.tfon. Voolt 3 pa..i.lt 06 6e.lt c.ovue.d 
doolt-6. 

ROOM 2 - COURT ROOM 

Ce.,i.lbtg 

The. pa-<.nte.d t-<.mbe1t 1too6 t1tu-6-6e.-6 alte. e.xpo-6e.d. The. 01t-<.g-<.nal 750 mm w..i.de 
tongue and g1toove. boa1tde.d c.e..i.l-<.ng ha-6 be.en -0heete.d ovelt with c.ane...i.te., 
one. -6he.e.t 06 wh-<.c.h ha-6 6alle.n down. 

Wall-6 (.inc.lud.ing mantel p.ie.c.e.} 

Ha1td pla-6te.1t pa-<.nte.d .i11 good c.ond.it,i.on. The. mantel p-<.e.c.e. be.h-<.nd the. 
be.nc.h ha-6 be.e.n 1te.move.d and the. ope.n-<.11g -6he.e.te.d ave.It. 

Floolt 

Linoleum ove.1t t-<.mbe.1t. 

W-<.ndow-6 and Voolt-6 

The. window-6 a1te. all 6 pane. double. h~ng ,tia-6he.-6 -<.n good c.ond-<.t-<.on. 
Voolt-6 2 and 4 a1te. -<.n good c.ond-<.t-<.on. 

ROOM 3 

Ce.,i..Ung 

Lathe and pla-6te.1t pa-<.nte.d -<.n good c.ond.it.ion. 
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Wall~ (including mantel piece) 

Halc.d pla~te1c. paJ.nted. The1c.e J.~ a ~eve1c.e damp p1c.oblem J.n the lowe1c. pa1c.t 
06 the no1c.th wall. A ~a6e ha~ been in~talled in the 6i1c.eplace. The1c.e 
i~ no mantel piece. 

LJ.noleum ovelc. timbe1c. 

WJ.ndow~ and Voolc.~ 

rite doo1c.~ and wJ.ndow~ a1c.e -<.n good condJ.tJ.on. 

ROOM 4 

CeJ.ling 

Lathe and pta~te1c. in good condition. 

Walt~ (inc(udJ.ng mantel p.iece} 

Wa.ll~ enclo~.ing lobby a1c.e t.imbe1c. 61c.amed ~heeted in ma~onite and 
6ib1c.e cement. 

F.lOOI[ 

Lino.leum ovel[ t.imbel[ 

Window~ and Vool[~ 

Vool[ 5 i~ a plywood doolc.. Voolc. 7 6.l[amed and battened exte1c.nal doo1c. 
not Ol[J.gina.l but J.n good condJ.tion. The top ha~ been cut to 601c.m an 
opening panel. Voo1c. 6 i~ an 01c.iginal 4 panel doolc. J.n good condition. 

ROOM 5 

Cei.ling 

Painted pla~te1c. in good condition. 

Wall~(inc.luding mantel piece} 

Painted ha1c.d pla~tu in good condit-<.on. Some c1c.acking next to W-<.ndow 5. 
The 6i1c.e place ha~ been lw..cked ·up and pla~tued ovu. 

Ftoolc. 

Lino.leum ovelc. timbe1c. 150 mm pJ.ne tongue and g1c.oove boa1c.ding. The 
tinoleum i~ not complete. 

Window~ and Voo1c.~ 

Good 

ROOM 6 - LOBBY 

Ceiting • :: '' 

Good but with ~ome watu ~tainb1g at a .location whue a ga-1 wall 6ul[nace 
6lue appeal[~ to have been l[ernoved. • 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



EP.e.c.t1r..i..c.J. tu 

Conne.c.te.d but tu1r.ne.d on n. Ef.e.c.t1r..i..c..i..t11 .i..n the. 01r..i..g.i..na.f buJ...fd-lng .i..--6 
ge.ne.1t.af.f.lj lt.un .i..n e.xpo--6e.d c.onduJ..t--6 olt. duc.t.i..ng. 

Ga--6 bott.fe.-6 Jr.emove.d. 

He.a:t.i..ng 

Ga--6 wa.ff ~ultnac.e. to cou1r.t no. 'l; 4 wa.f .f mow1:ted Jr.ad-<.atOJr.-6 to cou1r.t no. 1 

Te..fe.phone. 

V.wconne.cte.d 

The.1r.e. .i..-6 a bu.i..td-lng at the. 1te.a1r. con:taJ..nJ..ng ma.fe. and ne.ma.fe. .6e.we.1r.e.d 
to.i...fe.t--6. 

PRIORITIES 

1. Roon 

'l . 

3. 

b1toke.n .6.fate.-6 and 1r.e.nJ..xJ..ng .foo.6e. .6.fate.--6. 
Re.pa.i..1r. downp.i..pe.-6. Re.place. gutte.Jr.-6 w.i..:th ne.w oge.e. p1r.on.i...fe. gu:tte.Jr.--6. Che.ck 
e.xte.n--6J..on box gu:tte.Jr.. 

R-<.-6-<.ng Vump 

The. waif ne.a1r. to W.i..ndow 4 .i..-6 .6unne.1r..i..ng 61r.om Jr..i..-6.i..ng damp and n1r.e.tt.i..ng on 
the. b1r..i..ckw0Jr.k. Th-<.-6 ma!J be. a f ong .6tand.i..ng p1r.ob.fe.m w.i..th th.i..-6 bu..i..fd.i..ng, 
to wh.i..ch the. atte.mpte.d 1r.e.me.d11 oJr. d.i..--6guJ..--6e. ha-6 been the. 1r.e.nde.1r..i..ng 06 the. 
e.xte.1r.na.f -6.i..de. and 1te.a1t wa.f.f--6 u.p to about 1100 mm above. n.foo1t fe.ve..f. 
The. p1t.ob.fe.m .i..--6 --6t.i..f.f oc.cu1t.1t..i..ng at the. po.i..nt whe.1r.e. the. e.xte.1r.na.f g1r.ound 
.fe.ve..f .i..--6 hJ..ghe..6t and the. .6ub~.fooJr. ve.ntJ...fatJ..on .i..-6 the. .fe.a--6:t. The. c.au.--6e.--6 
c.ou.fd be. 1r.e.duce.d by (11 fowe.1r..i..ng the. e.xte.Jr.na.f g1r.ound .fe.ve..f a.fang the. 
no1r.th --6.i..de. o~ the. bu.i...fd.i..ng. (21 E.f.i..m.i..nat.i..ng any fe.akage. 61tom the. down
p.i..pe.--6, wa--6te. p.i..pe.--6 and d1t.a.i..n.6 ne.aJr. W.i..ndow 4. (31 In--6:ta.fl.i..ng mo1r.e. .6ub
~.foo1t. ve.nt--6 .i..n the. e.xte.Jr.nal and .i..nte.1r.nal waf.l--6. (41 The. .i..n--6:tallat.i..on 
on a --6ub---6u1t.~ac.e. ag1t.,i.c.u.ftu1r.al d1t.a.i..n along the. no1t.th --6.i..de. on the. bu.i...fd.i..ng. 

H the. damp pu-6-i.6:t.6 no.f.fow-inA the..6e. wo1r.k.6, the.n J..t ma~1 be. ne.ce..6.6a!r.!J to 
c.on-6.i..de.Jr. .i..n--6talfat.i..on o~ a ne.w me.chan.i..c.af. 01r. che.m.i..ca.f damp p1t.oon cou1t..6e. 
at the. ba.6e. on the. an~e.c.te.d wa.fl. 

SJ..te./S:to1r.nwate.1t V1ta.i..nage. 

Che.ck d1r.a-inage. o~ p-ipe.-6 ne.aJr. W4. En.6u1te. that downp-<.pe.-6 d1r.aJ..M to 
.6to1r.nwate.1r. and wa.6_te. p.i..pe.-6 d1r.a.i..n :to .6e.we.Jr.. 

4. Ftoo1r./Sub-nfoo1t ve.nt.i..fatJ..on/Te.1tmJ..te.--6 

lnc1te.a.6e. .6ub-n.foo1t ve.nt.i..fatJ..on pa1tt.i..c.ula1r.l.y to e.xte.Jr.na.f walf--6 06 Room 3. 
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Repai~ ~ketted bkickwokk and ~eplace damaged bkick~ with good bk~ck~ to 
match. 

6. Exteknal Pa~nt~ng 

Repa~nt extek~Ok timbe1 to okig~nal bu~ld~ng. Repa~nt extek~ok o~ 
exten~~on. 

A11ange an ~n~pect~on and a~~e~~ment b~ a l~cen~ed electk~c~an and 
1ew~1e ~~ necu~aky. 

8. Pla~tuu 

Repla~t.ek damp a~~ected wall to Room 3 a~tek wall ha~ dk~ed out. 

Repa~nt ~ntek~Ok to ok~g~nal bu~ld~ng. 

CHRIS SMITH 
HISTORIC PLACES SECTION 
DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION, FORESTS AND LANDS 
JULY 1987 
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DIAMOND VALLEY NEWS November 23 1992 ' 

SKILLSEEKER teacher Brian Gunst (kneeling) and course members help restore the Eltham Court House. 
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Courthouse 
renovation 

By JODIE HAYTHORNE 

THE former Eltham courthouse is being restored to 
its original 19th-century splendor. 

Work started on the 130-year-old site in Main 
Rd earlier this month and is due for completion by 
Christmas. The Historical Buildings Management Com
mittee is funding the $ I 8,000 project. 

The secretary of the Eltham Historical Society, Mr 
Russell Yeoman, said it was important to preserve 
Eltham Shire's history. · 

"There are not many buildings from that era in 
Eltham and we do need to keep some visible remnants of 
our history, particularly public buildings," he said. 

"The courthouse is a visible remnant of our past and 
they are rare in Eltham as there are very few old public 
buildings. It has much historical value and it is in need of 
restoration." 

The courthouse, listed by the National Trust and 
Historical Buildings Society, was closed about six years 
ago. 

"It was used as a courthouse from 1860 up until not 
that long ago," Mr Yeoman said. 

Mr Yeoman said the courthouse had served the 
community throughout its 130-year history. 

"It was used last century for an overflow of classes 
from Eltham Primary School," he said. 

"It was also used as an election venue and we have 
saved old photos of people standing outside the court
house on election day. It was also a popular meeting 
place." 

The courthouse is being used as a training venue for 
the Skillseekers group. 

Skillseekers project manager, Mr Damien Adams, said 
Eltham residents would benefit from the project. 



Register Admin 

Court House - Eltham 

Court House - Eltham 
730 Main Road 
Eltham VIC 3095 

Extra Location Info: 

Municpality: Nillumbik Shire 

Region: Middle & Outer Melba 

CITATION 

File No: B3253 

Category: BUILDING 

MelwayNicroad Ref: 21 J7 

Place Type: 

Class: 

Classified: 
Citation Type: 

Court House 

State 

20 Oct 1977 

Trust 

Page 1 of 1 

An example of the simple form of early brick courthouse with gabled roof and porch constructed in 
1860. 

http:/ /nattrust.australia-online.com.au/register/viewreg.cfm ?register _id= 13211 29/03/2000 
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28 February 2002 

Mr Harry Gilham 
7 Leonard Cresent 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

Dear Mr Gilham 

RE: ELTHAM COURT HOUSE (H 784) 

This letter is in regards to our recent telephone conversation concerning the 
replacement of the Eltham Court House stand. 

Nauru House 
Level 22 
80 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 

Telephone (03) 9655 6519 
Facsimile (03) 9655 9720 

www.heritage.vic.gov.au 
www.doi .vic.gov.au/heritage/ 

UnfortUflately we have not been able to locate any photographs or diagrams of the 
original stand but we have enclosed diagrams of 1ypical stands built aroUfld the 1880s. 
We have also included a list of Court Houses that were built arow1d the same ti.me as 
Eltham which might be wmih while paying a visit to. 

A book entitled ' Cowt Houses in Victoria' has recently been published which should 
be available at vour local library. 

We wish yo,: all the best with this proj ect. 

Yours sincerely 

# rr ;SJ~ 
ANGELIQUE WARD 
PERMITS COORDINATOR 

,I 

fJ INFRASTRUCTURE 



Kyneton Court House 
Hutton St, Kyneton 

Avoca Court House 
Ballarat-A voca Rd, Avoca 

Bacchus Marsh Court House 
123 Main St, Bacchus Marsh 

Gisbome Court House 
Hamilton St, Gisbome 

Mornington Court House 
2 Main St, Mornington 

Port Melbourne Court House 
113-119 Bay St, Port Melbourne 
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• Heritage 
VICTORIA 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

With Compliments 

Nauru House 
Level 22 
80 Collins Street 
Melbourne 3000 

) 9655 6519 
Tele?h?ne(bi~ 9655 9720 Facsunile 

·t e vie.gov.au 
www.hen ag · u/heritage/ www.doi.vic.gov.a 
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THE EL THAM COURTH USE 

There's still 
order in this 

stately court house 
A petition asking for better police protection resulted In 

the building of the Eltham courthouse and former police 
residence beside it. 

In 1857 five Eltham residents petitioned the licensing 
magistrates of Heidelberg district. 

They pointed out that Eltham had two hotels. a popula
tion of about 1000, and many strangers employed on the 
public roads. 

The nearest police were at Heidelberg, eight miles away, 
or at the Caledonia Diggings 21 miles away. 

The courthouse and former residence near the corner of 
Main Rd and Brougham St were built In 1859/60. 

The National Trust classifleld the courthouse in 1977 and 
the Eltham Shire Council which manages the former 
residence has arranged for it to be preserved . 

The courthouse, which was built by a Mr Duncan for 
£536, is a neat, narrow, oblong building painted cream in 
front with its handmade orange bricks evident at the sides. 

Its gabled roof and porch are covered with brown slate 
tiles and the windows at t.he side are I2-paned with 
decorative fan-like brickwork above. 

Inside, the roof is peaked and the court is still ventilated 
by oblong slits near the roof. 

Original 
Most of the fine carved wooden and upholstered furniture 

is original. 
One mark of the passing time Is the original prisoners ' 

door leading from the former police station to the dock 
which is now permanently closed . 

The former residence next door also has a brown slate 
roof and its handmade bricks have been painted white. 

The front veranda roof is made of corrugated Iron as Is 
the roof of the back weatherboard extension. 

But the original two-storey stable still stands at the back 
in Its pristine state of orange brick . 

The application for police protection was approved 
within a few months and the police operated from a cottage 
rented at 10-shillings a week owned by William Jarrold . 

This was probably the one at the corner of Main Rd and 
Dalton St called Jarrold or White Cloud cottage (see earlier 
entry). 

Page 22 - Eltham Shire 
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In 1858 a second constable was appointed to Eltham 
following a Aght In Mr Warren's hotel. 

Builder, Langridge Wright and Witney constructed the 
station and residence for £ 1150 and seven shillings. 

The lock-up behind the residence, and the brick stables, 
were built at about the same time. 

Later the lock-up was demolished following the reloca
tion of the police to a new station in about 1952. 

The police office was timber and situated at the building's 
side on the existing driveway. 

Records show court cases were held at Eltham before the 
courthouse was built, but the location is unknown. 

Polling 
The courthouse was more widely used than it is today. 
Inquests were held there rather than centrally as today. 
It was probably used as a polling place as indicated by old 

photographs of election day crowds outside. 
The building was also used for Eltham Road Board 

meetings from the early 1860s until 1868 when the board 
transferred to Kangaroo Ground. 

Also during the same period the courthouse was used as 
the road board secretary's office until 1867 when this was 
transferred to the secretary 's home at Wingrove Cottage. 

· The courthouse was also used as an overflow classroom 
for the Dalton St School in 1875 which probably resulted In 
the new school building in 1876. 

The two buildings can further link us with Eltham 's early 
days through police department correspondence. 

The flrst constable In charge was George Reid. 
In 1860 a letter to the 'Argus· newspaper signed " A 

Sufferer " declared the Eltham police were not sufficiently 
active in their duties. 

The writer suggested that the " very snug" police 
quarters were too comfortable, and he detailed various 
incidents including one of an alleged breaking Into the road 
board secretary 's home. 

But a letter to the Police Department from the board 
secretary, C. S. Wingrove, said he refuted the 'Argus· letter 
and that he had received full co-operation from Sen. Const. 
Peter Lawler. 
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Search the Heritage Register and Inventory Page 1 of 1 

Simple search Advanced search 

COURT HOUSE 
730 MAIN ROAD 

VHRNumber 
File Number 
Year Construction Started 
Municipality 

H0784 
603111 
1860 
Nilfumbik Shire 

4-/ ,, l2.co4-

Listings 

Extent of Registration The building and land shown hatched in Attachment A and known as 
Crown Allotment 1A, Section 4, Parish of Nillumbik,Attachment A 
held by the Director, Historic Buildings Council. 

Architect/Designer 
Architectural Style 

Spatial Information 

Heritage Act Categories 

Scurry, Alfred 
Victorian Period (1851-1901) Free Classical 

-37.7239, 145.14477 

Heritage place 

Click on th& arrow b&low to vi&w th& lt&m Categories. 

Item Categories 

Item Group Item Category 

Law Enforcement Courthouse 

Click on th& arrow below to vi&w th& Stat&ment of Significance. Note: Som& records may not yet have a Statement of Significance. 
Statement of Significance 
1 The ~ H-.am Court House dates from the time when the town was largely self-contained. It was • 
initiated in response to itinerant gold prospectors who turned to crime when their quest was 
unsuccessful. This type of localised soiution is characteristic of the self reliance preserved in 
today. The court house is an important symbol of the spirit which makes fitthc.ivYI distinctive as a 
cornmunity.2. The nature of the court house planning and use of architectural devices make the 
building's function easily interpreted. The arrangement of rooms. with public entry and clerical rooms to 
the rear, and the use of raised fioor levels throughout these spaces to signify relative rank is easily 
perceived. Tr1e distinction in entries. public, magistrate and person-in-custody, and the existing court 
furniture enhances appreciation of this building.3. The ~:tt.owi Court House .. built in 1860, is one of 
only two intact examples in the state of this simple design with projecting entry.4. The building is of 
architectural significance because it retains intact early features. These include use of handmade 
bricks, simple decoration, roof trusses, timber ceiling boards, original windows. doors and associated 
hardware and a collection of court furniture. Additions to the court house have been done in a manner 
which did not interfere with the fabric of the original building 

Click on the arrow below to vi9w the Images. Note: Some records may not yet haV9 images. 
fmages 
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Click to view image at full-size. 

http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/page _ 239.asp?submit_ action=detailed _result&ID=239. .. 4/11/2004 
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• 
Establishment of Eltham Victoria 

The name "Eltham" was used for the Parish of Nillumbik's Village Reserve from 
1848. It is widely believed that the name came from that of Eltham, a town on the 
outskirts of London. The Eltham Village Reserve is marked on an 1840 map and 
the name was officially gazetted in 1851 . The 1850 Sydney map shows the 
Eltham Village Reserve, still covering a large acreage on the Yarra, divided by the 
Diamond Creek. To the west is the Plenty River. Parish vegetation noted 
includes stringy bark, peppermint, box and gum. 1 

· 

The original Eltham town centre was not established on the Village or Township 
Reserve, where land proved difficult to sell, but on allotments on the Main Road to 
the north in Section IV. Purchased in 1850 by Josiah Morris Holloway, these 
allotments were often described as "the first private land developed in Eltham". 
Holloway subdivided his land into residential allotments and small farms and 
offered it for sale. Allotments in "Little Eltham", as Holloway called his subdivision, 
sold more readily than those in the government township. A village began to 
emerge there, which dictated the location of the future town centre. 2 

Located on the road to the Caledonia diggings, this small township became a 
service centre for the surrounding mining areas. In this period Eltham had two 
hotels, a brewery and tannery on the Diamond Creek, a scattering of shops along 
Main Road (known in the 1850s as Maria Street) and a steam flour mill operated 
by Henry Dendy. 3 

A little Eltham School, No. 371, was built in 1853 near Swan Street (closed 1872) 
and a second, Eltham Primary School , No. 209, was built in Dalton Street in 1856 
within the government township boundaries. This was replaced on the site in 
1875 by a new State School constructed of local sandstone, which forms part of 
the present building. 4 Other public buildings constructed at this time were a Court 
House and a Police Station in Main Road in 1860, north of the government 
township. 5 

As in all Victorian colonial towns, church building was not neglected. A Primitive 
Methodist chapel , a small brick structure, was built on the corner of Susan and 
Bridge Streets in 1860. The following year, 1861, St Margaret's Anglican Church, 
designed by the notable Melbourne architect, Nathaniel Billin~, was built in Pitt 
Street. It is the oldest intact church building in Eltham Shire. 

In 1865 St Marys Catholic Church was opened on its site at the junction of 
Fordhams Road and Maria Street (Main Road) in Eltham's Village Reserve . 7 

Another church, the 1881 Wesleyan chapel (now the Uniting Church) , stands on 
the east side of main Road south of Bridge Street. A cottage, which still stands 
near Pitt Street (now the Living and Learning Centre) can be identified as well as 
the 1860 Court House in Main Road and Police Quarters in Main Road . 8 

Most of the surviving early Eltham township buildings are within the "Little Eltham" 
subdivision. Those in this area include the Eltham Court House and former Police 
Station in Main Road. The former is the oldest surviving public building in Eltham 
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• 
and, in its early days, was the meeting-place and office of the Eltham District 
Road Board and an overflow classroom for the local school during 1875. 9 

EL THAM COURT HOUSE 

This 1860 building was established as a Court of Petty Sessions with a rostered 
calendar of visits by a Magistrate to deal with licences/permits/electoral roll 
matters of the area. 

Local 'on call' Justices of the peace (JP's) dealt with the misdemeanours such as 
vagrancy, drunkeness, street offences, minor assaults and breaches of minor 
Local and Government By-laws and Regulations. 10 

Police Magistrates in dealing with more serious offences against the law could 
have the 'offender' transported in a horse drawn vehicle to Melbourne Gaol after 
the preliminary hearing at Eltham. 

HISTORY: 11 

Original Use: 
Other Uses: 

Court of Petty Sessions. 
Eltham Road Board meetings 
Road Board Secretary's office(1860s) 
Overflow classroom for Dalton Street 
School (1875) 

Original Owner: Victorian Government 
Architects: Public Works Department of Victoria 
Builder: Mr Duncan 1 
Cost: Five hundred and thirty-six pounds. 
This building, and the former police residence beside it, were constructed as a 
result of a petition by five Eltham residents in 1857. The nearest police were at 
Heidelberg eight miles away, or at the Caledonia Diggings 21 miles away. 
After the construction of the Court of Petty Sessions at Eltham in 1859-60 (which 

_ was designed by the Public Works Department 1 and built by a Mr Duncan for a 
cost of five hundred and thirty-six pounds) it was used for a variety of purposes. 
Eltham Road Board meetings were held there until 1868 when the Board was 
transferred to Kangaroo Ground and as the Road Board Secretary's office, until 
this was transferred to Wingrove Cottage in 1867. It was used as an overflow for 
the Dalton Street School in 1875. 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 12 

This building is a fine example of a very early small brick country court house 
which retains its furnishings and has important associations with the early history 
of the Eltham township. It was used for Eltham Road Board meetings in the 
1860s and later to provide additional school accommodation. It is the oldest 
public building remaining in Eltham and forms an important group in historic and 
streetscape terms with the adjoining former police residence. The survival of the 
furnishings (of unknown origins) is of particular significance given the building's 
age. 
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According to National Trust records, the Eltham Court House is a relatively rare 
building type. There are only six other known examples of similar small brick 
country court houses in the State which have small projecting entry porches and a 
gabled form. These are Avoca (1858), Omeo (1859-61), Mornington (1860), 
Smythesdale (1860), Bright (1861) and Chiltern (1865). All seven are listed on 
the National Trust Register. 

DESCRIPTION: 13 

Style mid Victorian. 
Design standard. 
Plan rectangular with projecting front porch. 
Single storeyed. . 
Walls solid face brick and quions. 
Roofs gabled with eaves, slate clad. 
Features are the modest scale of the building, the Italianate style eaves and 

exposed timber purlin ends, symmetrically placed central front porch with 
its roundheaded toplit front door, oculi gable end vent, twelve pane 
windows, plinth and chimney. 

SOURCES: 14 

Carlotta Kellaway 'Environmental History of the Shire of Eltham' 1992 

1. abid p1 
2. abid 1 
3. abid 1 
4. abid 1 
5. Chronology Eltham District Historical Society publication 1856 
6. Environmental History 2 
7. Chronology Eltham District Historical Society publication 1865 
8. Environmental History 
9. abid 2 
10. Michael Challinger 'Historical Court Houses of Victoria' (Palisade Press 

2001) 

David Bick "Shire of Eltham Heritage Study' (1990-1994) 
11. History 
12. Cultural Significance 
13. Description 
14. Sources 
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ELTHAM 

Main Road, Eltham. Built: 1860. 
Architect: A.T.Snow. Cost: £557. 

Tms court house is the oldest public building in Eltham. Similar to those. at Omeo and 
Mornington, it features a round-headed, toplit front door and twelve-pane windows. The 

Eltham bench heard the usual range of claims and summary offences: carrying a gun on a 
Sunday-£2 fine; illegally detaining a fiddle-ordered to return the fiddle or pay £2 1 Os 0d; 
stealing a coat, shl.rt and opossum-skin rug-three months ' gaol; stealing from a quartz mill
one month's gaol. 

During the 1860s the court house was also used for meetings of the Eltham Roads Board 
which managed the district's roads. Road tolls were fixed at a farthing for each sheep, a penny 
per head of cattle, threepence for horses, and sixpence and upwards for each 'gig, chaise, 
coach, chariot or carriage'. Members of Parliament were exempt from paying tolls, as were 
soldiers in regimental uniform, persons going to or from funerals or Sunday church, and 
wagons carting manure. But tolls were unpopular and determined evaders used bush tracks to 
by-pass the tollgates, while daring horsemen were known to hurdle them. 

The law empowered toll collectors to seize the horse or carriage of anyone refusing to pay, 
but attempts were apt to meet resistance. One defendant at Eltham in July 1862 had a previous 
conviction for assaulting the toll collector at the Lower Plenty tollbar. His prior history, 
though, was not held against him: charged this time with highway robbery, he was given a· 
caution and had his. knife returned to him! In August 1863 Henry Porter was convicted here of 

~ refusing to pay a toll and of resisting a policeman; he was fined an aggregate of £4 and 
ordered to pay £1 damages for tearing the constable's trousers. 

By 1870 Victoria had 123 tollgates and 67 check gates on minor roads to coax wheeled 
traffic onto the main road. Tolls did spread the costs of road maintenance among road users, 
but some tollgates were a lucrative proposition, the one on Plenty Road at Northcote bringing 
in over £3000 a year. Parliament abolished tolls in 187 4 and they were finally phased out by 
1877, until re-invented over a century later. 

Eltham Court was closed temporarily in 1985 but never reopened. The court house is now 
occasionally used for community purposes. 
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--~C.ollrlh6Use rich 
· with history 

A Journey In Tinte 
· A column about Nillumbik's history 

THISbuildingis a fine 
example of a very early 
small brick country 
court house which re
tains its furnishings and 
has important associa
tions with the early his
tory of the Eltham 
township. 

It was used for El tham 
Road Board meetings in 
the 1860s and later to 
provide addi t ional 
school accommodation. 

It is the oldest public 
building remaining in 
Eltham and forms an 
important group in his
toric and streetscape 
terms with the adjoining 
former p9lice residence. 

The survival of the 
furnishings (of un
known origins) is of par
ticular significance 
given the building's age. 

This building, and the 
former police residence 
beside it, were con
structed as a result of a 
petition by five Eltham 
residents in 1857. 

The nearest police 
were at Heidelberg eight 
miles away, or at the 
Caledonia Diggings 21 
miles away. 
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LAW AND ORDER: Eltham courthouse Is one of only a handful of 
buildings of Its type In Victoria. 

After the construc
tion of the Court of Petty 
Sessions at Eltham in 
1859-60 (which was de
signed by the Public 
Works Department and 
built by a Mr Duncan for 
a cost of 536 pounds), it 
was used for a variety of 
purposes. 

Eltham Road Board 
meetings were held 
there until 1868 when 
the board was trans
ferred to Kangaroo 
Ground and as the Road 

Board Secretary's office, 
until this was trans
ferred to Wingrove Cot
tage in 1867. 

It was used as an over
flow for the Dalton 
Street School in 1875. 

According to National 
Trust records, the 
Eltham Court House is a 
relatively rare building 
type. 

There are only six 
other known examples of 
similar small brick coun
try court houses in the 

state which have small 
projecting en try porches 
and a gabled form .-

These are Avoca 
(1858), Omeo (1859-61), 
Mornington(1860), 
Smythesdale (1860), 
Bright (1861) and Chil
tern (1865). 

All seven are listed on 
the National Trust 
Register. 
Harry Gilham 
Eltham District 
Historical Society 
Ph 9439:1175 



Notes from Crown Reserve File Rs 12128 
Municipal Buildings (Local Community Welfare Reserve) at Eltham 
Department of Sustainability and Environment 

Original file reference C96050? (later document states that this file commenced in 
1956. Could not be located in 1976). 

21 December 1954 Sec of Lands to Police Commissioner Victoria Police 
Notes that Police buildings at Eltham comer of Maria and Brougham Streets are now 
vacant. These could be used for Depot for Vermin and Noxious Weeds if site is not 
wanted. Adds that search at the Office of Titles shows that the land in question was 
transferred to Her Majesty Queen Victoria on 20 November 1860 (see further notes 
on this). 

File note: cl 960s 
File C96050 is now a Vermin and Noxious Weeds Board File No. 036 Eltham Office? 
File reference on subsequent documents is C99065 

1960s - deviation of road on corner of roads - Maria and Brougham Streets 
Road now described as Eltham - Y arra Glen Road resulted in a number of searches of 
titles relating to allotments. 

1963 Search carried out on original sold allotment: 
Allotment 12 Section IV Parish ofNillumbik (no Township), Area of316 acres, 
original grantee J.M. Holloway. Notes that there are no details of transfer to Crown 
on the original plan. "It would appear that area is Crown land in Title to the Board of 
Land and Works". 

19 71 Further searching of titles 
Notes from file: There is a pen (biro) sketch of a plan of subdivision on file. 
Notations is "sketch taken from info on application 3182. Lot numbers refer to very 
early General Law Subdivision" copied sketch plan dated 24/11/71. 

Site of Court House is shaded in pink and notated: Lot 155 Her Majesty Queen 
Victoria Book 101 Mem 64 
Site of Police Station is shaded in green and notated: Board of Land and Works Book 
97 Mem 35 
Blocks measure 198 ft x 50 ft. 

Details of title: 
Book 97 Memorial 35 Registered 5 January 1860. 
Release to the Honourable James Goodall Francis and Charles Parley, Members of the 
Board of Land and Works of part of allotment 12 section 4 Parish ofNillumbik 
Goes on describe boundaries. 

Book 101 Memorial 64 Registered on 12 November 1860. Conveyance to Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria for part of Allotment 12 section 4 Parish ofNillumbik. 
Goes on to describe boundaries. 
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File reference now Ll 1-1087 

Parish ofNillumbik plan shows Police reserve gaz 54/7381 Rs 7312, area of 36 p 
Pryor Road with extension gazetted 60/2338? CA 13 of 4 

1981 
Future of site under consideration. File notes: recommended that PWD/the 
Government Buildings Advisory Committee might establish whether the brick 
building or the stable are of historical value. 10/3/81 

5 June 1981 Shire of Eltham to Sec of Lands 
Shire considers that brick buildings on reserve are of historical significance and 
should be retained on the National Estate Register. Eltham Historical Society has 
been asked to assess the suitability of the site for museum purposes. 

15 June 1981 Public Works Department to Lands Department, Government Buildings 
Advisory Commitee 

History of Police site: 
Purchased by Crown in 1860. 
Contract records at the PRO establish that: 

Police buildings at Eltham: £1150 7 shillings 
Acceptance: 31/8/1859 
Signing: 15/9/1859 
Completion: 24/12/1859 

A search of the Bourke Division Police correspondence file for 1859 revealed no 
reference to the Eltham Police Quarters 

Police seemed to have used the site continuously from 1860 to 1954, after which 
Vermin and Noxious Weeds occupied site. -

An early photograph (undated) in the possession of the Shire ofEltham shows the 
double fronted brick residence with a weatherboard police office on the Brougham 
Street site with the police sign. The office is now attached to the rear of the residence 
having been relocated at some time. 

There is a brick stable with loft above to the rear of the site. There are asbestos 
cement sheeted additions to the east and north sides of the stable building. 

There is evidence of removal or demolition of previous buildings between the 
residence to the front of the block and the stable at the rear. 

Both the stable and residence are constructed of bricks consistent with construction in 
1859/60. The 12 light double hung windows to the residence also indicate an early 
construction date. The original contract drawings have not been located. 
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Law Department indicates that may be interested in site as adjunct to existing court, 
although a new court house for the area may be constructed at Hurstbridge or 
Greensborough. 

Buildings at 728 Main Road are of historical significance at local level and may well 
be suitable for the accommodation of a local community service group, inappropriate 
to dispose of property by sale to public. 

15 June 1982 Shire of Eltham to Dept Crown Lands and Survey 
Requests the Department to reserve the land for municipal purposes ( community 
purposes) and that the Shire become COM over the land. Desire community support 
service to occupy the building. 

27 July 1982 Lands Department to Shire 
Lands Department will seek to reserve site and appoint Shire ofEltham as CoM. 
Council will be required to retain the buildings and maintain them in good order and 
conditions, having regard to their historical significance. 

7 December 1982 Order in Council 
Temporary reservation for Municipal buildings being Crown allotment 1, portion 12 
of section 4, parish ofNillumbik. Rs 12128 VGG 15 December 1982. 

12 January 1983 Appointment of Committee of management 
Shire ofEltham appointed as Committee of Management, gazetted. 

11 August 1983 Government Buildings Advisory Council 
Refers to attached schedule of buildings formerly designated pursuant to the 
Government Buildings Advisory Council At 1972, which includes Police Buildings at 
Eltham. Act now repealed and brought within purview of Historic Buildings Act, 
Register of Government Buildings now coming under section 32A of the Act. 

File note: 21/11/1984 
Council is interested in total refurbishment of building to it's original conditions. 
Departmental advice to check whether buildings is on 'special list of preserved 
buildings.' Shire will check before undergoing any works. 

C 1986 
Shire carried out works on police building and demolished rooms 6 and 7, exceeding 
the approval granted by the HBC. In future Department will require that any works 
will have to be approved by Regional Manager, Melbourne and Historic Places 
Branch. In addition works will be supervised by a conservation architect. Report on 
building required. 

29 April 1986 
On site meeting. Noted that site is being used as parks and gardens depot. 

10 November 1987 Planning Department 
Notice that site is to be rezoned from Residential C zone to Eltham Gateway zone. 
File note that new zone will provide stronger controls to protect character in the zone. 
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25 January 1989 Dept to Shire 
The shire advised that an old timber "outbuilding" was being refurbished by the 
Council at an approximate cost of $25,000. During renovation the building was 
apparently damaged by vandals to the extent that the Shire proposed that it would be 
more cost effective and safer to demolish the building. Note HPS note that origins 
and purpose of building are not known. 

4 July 1990 Shire of Eltham to CFL 
Shire is pursuing option of demolition and has sought approval from HBC to do this 
(24 December 1989). As yet not considered, pending approval from CFL. Would 
CFL support the application based on a replica building being on east side of brick 
building. 

HPS would not object, subject to the Shire obtaining approval from the HBC. 

3 February 1995 Land Assessment Officer, Port Phillip Area to HPS 
Former Eltham Police Station was assessed as part of the Government's Property 
Rationalisation Program. Possibility of use as Departmental office flagged, Shire 
might relocate it's office staff. 

7 November 1996 Nillumbik Shire to CNR 
Nillumbik is seeing this building fall into disrepair and would be pleased to form a 
new committee of management on a long term lease arrangement. 

Council would propose that several community groups be given the use of the 
building including the Eltham and District Historical Society, the Eltham Concert 
Band and the Eltham Living and Learning Centre. 

File closed. 
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Historic building upgrade 
ELTHAM'S heritage-listed courthouse is 
to receive a $140,000 makeover to attract 
more visitors. 

The improvements to the outside of the 
building and its grounds will be carried 
out by 12 unemployed local young people 
through the State Government's Commu
nity Jobs program. 

The courthouse, one of the oldest build
ings in the shire, opened in 1860 next to the 
former police station soon after the estab
lishment of two hotels at Eltham. 

"Suddenly there were problems with 
drunk and disorderly people and with 
prospectors going to find gold at St 
Andrews, and they found there was a need 
to have members of the law on hand," 
Eltham District Historical Society presi
dent Harry Gilham said. 
In 1875 the courthouse was briefly used 

by Eltham Primary School while it waited 

for a new building after the sandstone 
walls of the school collapsed. 

Prosecutions at the court dried up after 
1982 when the present Heidelberg Magis
trates' Court opened and the building is 
now used as a meeting place for commu
nity groups and, more recently, as a venue 
for plays and poetry readings. 

The Government will provide $98,820 
towards the upgrade, with Nillumbik 
Council contributing a further $40,000. 

Eltham state Labor MP Steve Herbert 
said the old courthouse was one of 
Eltham's prominent historical sites, but 
was desperately in need of improvements 
to its profile and use. 

"Funding will allow historical and tour
ist activities to develop further," Mr 
Herbert said. "Equally important, it will 
give 12 unemployed local people a chance 
to learn new skills while earning a wage." 
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Courthouse 
regeneration 
secures boost 
MORE than $140,000 will be pumped into landscaping 
works at the Eltham Historical Courthouse in a bid to beautify 
the site. 

The heritage-listed building will undergo a facelift of sorts 
as 12 unemployed young people from the local area work to 
improve the site's profile and usage. 

Almost $100,000 offunding has been allocated under the 
State Government's community jobs program, with Nillumbik 
Shire contributing an additional $40,000 to see the project 
through. 

Eltham MP Steve Herbert said since Nillumbik began 
managing the site in early 2004, the shire had worked along
side Eltham District Historical Society towards its 
regeneration. 

"Improvements to the external features of the site, which 
are now guaranteed through this funding, will allow historical 
and tourist activities to develop further," Mr Herbert said. 

•~ust as importantly, the funding will give 12 unemployed 
young local people a chance to learn new skills while earning 
a wage in a work opportunity they might not have previously 
had. 

"Each participant will receive accredited training and 
genuine employment skills. I was pleased to assist in the 
process of applying for the original funding." 

Nillumbik Mayor Greg Johnson also welcomed the funding. 
''The aim of the project is to make the old Eltham court

house site more attractive and open to the public, as part of a 
broader plan to increase public use of this valuable historical 
precinct, while also creating training and employment oppor
tunities in the area," Cr Johnson said. 
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Helen Lucas at the Eltham Courthouse. N33DV302 

Poets are summonsed 
b I/ ,<., ,J.,~ J::-~ oZ.-o o fo f' '& 7 

POETRY readings are back at 
the Eltham Courthouse. 

Works by poets Banjo 
Patterson, W.H.Auden and 
William Blake were recited at 
the old Eltham Courthouse last 
week to kick off this year's 
poetry season. 

Convener of the courthouse 
readings, Helen Lucas, said two 
local actors would perform on 
the third Thursday of every 
month, with an open floor for 
budding poets. 

"It's an opportunity for people 
who have written something to 
share their work," Ms Lucas 
said. 

Poets stand in the prisoner's 
dock of the old courthouse to 
read their work. 

Next month's line-up will in
clude- philosopher Matt 
Hetherington and Sandy Jeffs, 
whose poetry focuses on mental 
illness. 

Entry: $5. For details, phone 
Helen on 9439 9732. 
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Rob Hulls and Eltham MP Steve Herbert talk to students. N35DV491 

Sharing a love of legalities 
IT WAS a trip down memory lane 
for Attorney-General Rob Hulls 
last week when he met legal 
studies students from across Nil
lumbik. 

"I can vividly remember when I 
was a legal studies student and I 
loved the subject," he said. 

"I just hope that these young 
kids love it as much as I did." 
Mr Hulls spent an hour with 

students from Eltham College, St 

Helena's Secondary College, toes. "I think there are definitely 
Eltham High School and Catholic some future lawyers among this 
Ladies College in Eltham's his- group," he said with a smile. 
toric courthouse. "There are certainly some 

He answered questions on judges and some barristers, but 
changes to defamation laws, the hopefully not too many defend
issue of mandatory sentencing ants.' .. 
and told the students to be . Year 11 Eltham College legal 
passionate about trying to studies student Monique Hardine 
achieve what they wanted in life. said she was interested in pursu-

Afterwards, Mr Hulls said the ing a career in law and had 
students had kept him on his enjoyed Mr Hull's speech. 

+ 



Nillumbik 

Tender No. 2021-33 
~tl1~i~t~a%t~~ll~~~~ks 

The Council is seeking resoonses 
to this Request for Tender (RFT) 
2021-33 for Building Restoration 
Works - Old Eltham Courthouse. 

Tender documentation detailing 
the scope and service for the 
tender 1s available to download at 
nillumbik.vic.gov.aultenders 

The closing date for tender 
submissions is 2:00PM on 
Thursday December 3 2020 
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FORM 21. POLICE OFFICER'S RETURN TO IA WARRANT OF DISTRESS. 

IN THE COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS AT 
IN THE 

I, 
Date of Complaint: The 
Nature of Complaint: 

BAILIWICK 

day of 

of 
do hereby certify to one of Her Majest: 
by virtue of this Warrant I have made diligent search for th 

196 

Complainant. 
Defendant. 

a member of the Police Force of the State of Victoria, 
's Justices of the Peace for the Bailiwick, that 
goods and chattels of the within-mentioned tlefendant and that I can find 

whereon to levy the sums within-mentioned together no sufficient goods and chattels of the said 
with the costs of and occasioned by levying 
at to execute this 

the same. I certjify that I necessarily travelled !miles from the Police Station 
Warrant of Distress.· 

\i\TJTNESS my hand this day of 196 

Justice of the Peace 
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Debt 

Costs 

Amount 
of Order 

Paid since 
Order 

Due under 
Order 

Cost of 
Warrant 

Fee on 
Warrant 

Total 

The Complainant requires the issue of this Warrant of Distress to levy a total of £ 

Defendant's address is

Dated the day of 19 

No. 

Hearing 
Solicitor for the Complainant whose address is-

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

JUSTICES ACT 1958.-SECOND SCHEDULE.-FORM 16. 

WARRANT OF DISTRESS UPON AN ORDER FOR PAYMENT 
OF MONEY. 

IN THE COURT OF PETTY SESSIONS AT 

IN THE 

Date of Complaint: 

Nature of Complaint: 

BAILIWICK 

The 

Complainant 

Defendant 

day of 196 

To ALL MEMBERS OF THE POLICE FORCE of the State of Victoria. 

THE above-named defendant having been, on the hearing of the said complaint, 
ordered to pay to the said complainant the sum of£ for debt 
and£ for costs and the said defendant having made default 
to the extent of£ 

These are therefore to command you in Her Majesty's name forthwith to 
make distress of the goods and chattels, money, bank notes, cheques, bills of 
exchange, promissory notes, bonds, specialties, or securities of money of the said 
defendant and 

(1) If after the making of the distress the said defendant consents in writing to the distress 
being sold otherwise than by public auction and if within the space of five clear days next after the 
making of such distress the said sums together with the costs of this Warrant and reasonable 
charges of taking and keeping the said goods and chattels shall not be paid that then you do sell the 
said goods and chattels so by you distrained in accordance with the said consent or 

(2) If after the making of the distress the said defendant consents in writing to the distress 
being sold without the publication of the advertisement referred to in Section 115 (2) of the Justices 
Acts and if within the space of five clear days next after the making of such distress the said sums, 
together with the costs of this Warrant and reasonable charges of taking and keeping the said goods 
and chattels shall not be paid that then you do sell the said goods and chattels so by you distrained 
by public auction ; or 

(3) If after the making of such distress and the publication of the said advertisement the 
said sums together with the costs of this Warrant and reasonable charges of taking and keeping 
the said goods and chattels and the cost of the publication of the said advertisement shall not be 
paid before the expiration of five clear days at least from the publication of the said advertisement 
then you do sell the said goods and chattels so by you distrained by public auction. 

-~--
And that you do pay the proceeds of the sale of the said goods and chattels 

and such money and bank notes so distrained unto the Clerk of Petty 
Sessions at in the said State, and that you do as by law 
empowered hold and realize and, if occasion require, sue on the said cheque, 
bills of exchange, promissory notes, bonds, specialties, or securities of money, 
and do pay the money realized or recovered on the same unto the said Clerk of 
Petty Sessions that he may pay and apply the same as by law is directed, and 
if no such distress can be found then that you certify the same unto a justice, 
to the end that such further proceedings may be had thereon as to the law doth 
appertain. 

Dated at the day of 196 

Clerk of Petty Sessions. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



\ '\~ ~~ E~OI ~IG 

·~ 
~-

c 

CUIJ~~ 

~ ~ ~ ,vi ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~- ~~<:.Q, 

~~ ~CO-~ 

~~ ~,.....-..._~ ~ -

D 

~~ _,LL,rO"\. O\._ c_~~ ~ ~ ~ 
·~ ~ ~ ~cSL 

~ 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



- ' 

41 ~ 0~ Jo ~ ~ 

4¥ J~~ &4~ Gf ~ 
&CROM {+ J.. I C,/ 0) ~ I q z.i . I 

? _v\~ ~ ~ ~ ~. 

'pO'S T ltG-- ~(lJ M Ff( 
'--

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



\A) ct.J\h~ ~~ ~ CL ~~ · 

Vl,' a.J\J'.-.~ h ~~ 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Historic Eltham Courthouse reopens 
TIIE HISTORIC Eltham Courthouse has been 
officially reopened following a maJor $18'i,000 
rf'storation 
Mayor Cr Frances Eyre opened tht> former 
courthouse, which 1s N1llumb1k's oldt>st pubhc 
building, at celebrations, which were also attended 
by Wingrove Ward Counullor beoff Pame and 
Edendale Ward Councill or Natalie Duffy 
Thf' bwldmg, part of the Eltham Jusuc e Preunct 
m Mam Road, 1s homt> to the Eltham and D1s tm t 
Historic.al '>onety and EJtham lJ3A, whose members 
were also m attendanc t> 
The works were undertaken by DU( on Bmldmg 
\olut10ns and RBA Anhttects and c:onservatwn 
Consultants and mvolvf'd meticulous res1orauon 
inside and out mdudmg repairs 10 the exterior 
nmder, repamtmg, rep lac mg slate roof u\es and 
rep lac mg the subfloor 
RBA provided a history of the bmldmg 
Die courthouse was built m the context of a rapidly 
developing fltham m the mid-19th century - then 
awash with capital and people drawn to the nearby 
< ,aledoma goldfteld 
As the populntwn swelled with the diggers and the 
desperate, the preservatwn oflnwand order been.me 
afar more pressing issue 

The bncks and mortar solutwn to keeping the 
peace and encouraging respeaabllitv was the 
construction of a neu· ,·ourthouse 
In 1860, a contractor, a 'Mr Duncan,' laid sturdy 
sandstonefootingsfora modest building, Its walls 

constructed of hand-made bruks topped bv a 
gabled roof clad in slate 
Die designer was Alfred T ':>noll: then a clerk of 
works within the prolific Victorian Public ¾-Or.ls 
Department, who was also responsible for other 
cw1c and 1ustue pro1ects m the penod across 
\.'utoria 
fmbellIShments were sparse but conspicuous a 
renderedpnnc1palfafade with tooled ashlar lines, 
a small porch dISplaving a verm1culated keystone 
and glazed fanlight, an oculus (l.atin 'eye ') vent, 
sandstone wmdow sills, and plush mternal1omery, 
mdudmg a magIStrate S bench, cupboard, desks, 
and offender's dock (all still erto.nt} 
The wurthouse continued to accommodate the 
I.ltham ( ourt of Petty ",esswns mto the mtd-1980s 

The original furmture, 1mludmg the mag1stratt>s 
desk, dock, pews and labmetq, have been 
refurbished and the , ourthouse returned to how 
1t would have looked when 11 first opened m 1860 
Cr Fyre l ommended the restorauon with its 
metKulous attentmn to detail 
"The formfi"r courthouse 1s a landmark bmldmg m 
the ",hire and, m fact, the oldest pubhc bmldmg m 
N1llumbik, ~ C:r Fyre said 
uKeepmg our history ahve for future generations 
IS Vital~ 
Eltham D1stm t Historic al \oc 1ety President Jun 
Connor thanked Counul for helping to honour 
and presnve the ~hue's s1gndic ant JO( al history 
"The restoration of the lust one Eltham ( ,ourthouse 

DAWSONS 

1s an ex,ellent ex.ample of a c ommumty responsive 
proiec t undertaken b', Ntllumb1k ~hire ( ,ounr Ii." 
Mr Connor said 
The buildmg 1s listed on the Victorian Heritage ~ 

~=~:!;;:~nd J~eos~:t~f only two intact examples of ~ 

~~~:J~~~~ ;:~!~3i~!:~:~:::b~~n~~ ~ 
Program Jl,c. 
For more mfonnation about the Eltham < :ounhouse o 
and the history ofEhham, please go to the website p.. 
=~:~~~:!~~o~;.:~'.' al ~oc 1ety t 
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PLEASE QUOTE : KLF /LIL 
251501 

REFER : K. Forbes 

Mr. R. Yeoman, 
Secretary, 
Eltham Historical Society, 
86 Bridge St., 
ELTHAM 3095 . 

Dear Mr . Yeoman, 

Shire of Eltharn 
895 MAIN ROAD, EL THAM 

POST OFFICE BOX 21, EL THAM, VICTORIA, 3095 

'THE EVERGREEN SHIRE' 
Telephone: 430-1122 

5th June, 1981 

At its meeting held Monday 1 June,1981 Council considered advise from the Department 
of Crown Lands and Survey that the former Vermin and Noxious Weeds Office, cnr . 
Main Road, and Brougham Street, Eltham is no longer required and that the Department 
has requested the Public Works Department to investigate any needs it may have for 
the building. · 

The Department of Crown Lands and Survey has been advised that the Council is of 
the view that the building is of historical significance and part of the heritage 
of the community of Eltham and should be retained in the National Estate . 

The Council has requested that the Historical Society give consideration to the 
suitability of the existing buildings on the site for historical purposes for 
example, a local museum. 

·Your advice on the matter in due course would be appreciated . 

Yours faithfully, 

D. I. Owens, 
Administration Manager . 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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RLTJmM COMMUNITY FESTIVAL - 1981 

:\ was a l so sug9ested that the Shire P · 'iic held in March be co:robined with 
the ~ctober Festival, and that cntert inment norm3lly associated with the 
Shire Picnic be u sed say on Friday n g l1t as part of lhe Festival Opening . 

Officer '::; Rec~•mmenda tion: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

That the Council determine 
to give lo the Eh:ham Festi 

level of financial 
in 1981. 

is prep.:ired 

That application be made o the Arts Council of Vic oria seeking 
subsidies towards the co.duct of the Eltham Festiv 1 1901. 

That the Council charg its norm.:. l rental to or associated 
with the Eltham Pest.i al and an ar.1ount equal to rentals received 
throughout the Fcst.i al period form part of tJ, s Council's funding 
allocation for the E - st.ival. 

4. That the Council i vestigate 
can be erected pr meting ti1e 
the Festival tak"ng place. 

n~propriate signs which 
dur:;_:~ t:he :,i .:,nth prior to 

S. That the Counci agree to the 
days, viz. Oc t ber 16, 17 and 

al being condur::t:ad over three 

RECO/-.i,/E/iDATION 
,> 

1. aZlo:Jatc an c.r:i~ zt of $7,000 toget/ie1• ;_y(th wi <.DTi:;,1.<nt 
of pro:·d.m.:itel,y $3 ,000 in Cowi H rcsoi,~>ces (st-c1ff tin'", jaci.1-1:ties , 
et • ) t,0:,;ards ti:e Eitha•n Cr.mm.a ity Festival, 1981. 

2. " .a Arts Coimc•i:7, of' Victoria seeki>uJ 
of the Eltlu,m Festi-..ia l 1931. 

That the Council invest{ g ·e a..,, p;.,r•cl1ase af ar,p;,op1>iat-:: signc whi.eh can 
be c1•ectcd p1•omoting th, '7,thaJ,; Festival iuring the mcnn, pr-for t:o 
t7ie Fest;·'.Jal, ta:dng pl e . 

Tl.at the Ca:.mci Z a 
da:-;s, viz . October 16, 

. 
t71e 1981 Festi"!Ja'l being eonchcteJ 01.•er tr!-rcc 
and 18, 1981. 

Verba:'.. advice has been received fro;n the Department of C):own Lands and 
Survey that tbe fo:mer Vermin and Noxious \·lceds Of.fice, corner of ~!ain 
Ro:id and nrougharn Street , El tham, is no longer rcyui re,~ , anc thnl the 
Depilrtr.,ent has requested the Pt;!:.>lic Wo;:k!; Dcpilrtrnent to investigate 
any neer!s it may have for the building . 

Of ficer ' s Comments : 

The Eltham Historical Society is of the opinion tl: :lt the building is of. 
J:i storical value as the first nolicc station constructed in Eltham . The 
bui~ding is not cl~ssified or ~e cordcd on any lisL of hist0ric buildings 
al though no applica. tioll has been r.wde. 

It c1djoins the Court House \•1hich is classified urnJ':!r the K.:1.tional Trust and 
may 3½Suma some significance as pa.rt of an histo~ical building group. 

Ofiic ~r•s Reccrn~~nd~Lion : ---- ·--·----- ---· 
'I'hat th~ council suD'1Crt the Eltha:n Historical Society in a r"qucst to the. ~ 
C c,j,-111 L,u,ds 0(' j_)i'!rtm~,;1i: to ensm·c j_Jres,;;rvation of the building for its 
historical significan c e. 

~. 'l'il.1..1.t t.i;r- l:?Zt htw1 il'i .~l-o: ·i,:a.l S!)f?'i ety bu 1Y!r1ur--'nted to a,111 1::;a Coz,nr..-, ·tl of ihc
nuitol, i.ii !:1 <I -tiz..:: cxi,·t. i11:1 /11 tiZd-~r.;a 0•1 t ha :,itc fol' hiato!'i t: z,w•pc•ses , 
o:tc lz (( ... J a Zt}e,-i.l 11;~(.r :i; u:n. 

'C' 10/5 CM 1/G/~l 

Eltham District Historic;aj Socjety (elthamhis\ory..;m;1.!l,.u ~ -•·· 



hINU'IE.S --Comrnittt.-c. heeti11g- -10th June . 1961_. _ 

Pre.sictent -"1rs . K. STEPH-1~.,-11 ,opened tue rue ting;~ welcomed members. 

Present- - -1 essrs--::....AS...., r - S~ITli : R • .'.:l1'i1Th: C: SP IGG : J . L)", LL : J :fB-LI: B . liESS 

APOLOGI ....i** --1,rs . O . .S1 II'H : M: SR.~- - - R. Y'l:'O1,AN: G. I FY12 : 

1•1r . C. SP.RIG ~.S--ac c epted tLt> tempor ry role of 3ec.tetary ; 1 rec.,d t1, 1:, minutes Cf 
tne last committt8 meeting . 

moved- B. Ness ; sec - - . R. Smith . 

Gorresponden l e rE.;ad -copy o fLower Yarra 1•,anuel of l' ire Brigade - ma, nua.l of oper

ating proceLddres ;- ctonated to Lhe uociety by - Mr . P . vasset 

umi th . 

letter from hrs . l'letcher of DROJIN-- accompanied by a cto11ation 

of 15 . 00 for ...,ocit.ty ; t1iis lady is ke t;;; n to become a mernber;her 

oro thsr li v~ at .uoncaster . ( president to ·kri te to ,rs . l' le tchcV") 

1ullimbik Listorical news letter- as mention is made in letter, 

tnat 1'1rsj F . SPIC£R *--a member ofJ Elthom Soc . -nas had an 

accident , t'resictent was asKed to ~end ner a Jet - ~ell - c rd from 

tbe 8ommittee . (P:ces.1.aent told members t11a t sne nad tried to 

ring Lrs . Spicer sev8ral times ;.v.1tn no success) . 

letter from Australian Post . re . latest stamps of pa intings 

oy . 1 . GILl , of ~old rush d ,ys . 

Correspon1ence to be accepted - 

moved--J . Sidwell ; sec--P . Basset- Smith . 

As Treasurer had told President that he would be pre ent , & did not come to 

tLe rneeting- deleydd -evidently- ther e. was ~ ~ r ~port of rrebsueer ' s account . 

Pre S'i d '-- nt v"1ill pay tne a.onation of 15 . O0 . into t_~e tate Savings Account- -

President ran 0 G. ~ E:-'Y " R, ,.hose new houce is not far awcty ; ~ ',.ill le a v.C..., 

t11e cr,eque t..ere ~ for lreasurer to fix up . 

General-Business . -----

President to ... rite to G s i l 8 ouncil ~hawing interest in this buildi ~ 

---=" LJrn,erVermin & oxious NeedsUffice - cnr . Main 1Lad , :Sc Brougha m Stre e ts--& 

asking tnat t1.e members would be very pleased to 100k over the builcting , at 

an early date ; to mention the possibility of the .So Q._). ety using tnis building 

as its headquarters ; ~ as a pos~ible museum ; 

~oved- K. Stephc.n0on ; sec .--B. ~ess . 

President as~ed to 6rite to e ouncil , about it making certain tnat tne cable 

used in the fence of the creek- be t ween , eard St ; u( fJarson ' s 1'load- i s retained ; 

t . i~ess told members that tlie cable was from tne old C c. ble trams-used bJ tue 

tr ms when in service in M~lbourne . Mention w~s made of t 11e 0ld norse trough , 

at th " corner of Main Road , t ivarrandyte road ;-f.J.- tham . lhe Soc ~ety ree.,retted 

the 1 oss f tne J ne in U1e Main Ro as , near \~uere tr e pre ent sta nd of t a xiS' I_ s- .. 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



2 . COMMITTE MEETI1G -- 10/8/81 . ~ontinued . 

President to tell vouncil that tne ~ociety is most ke~n that this tr ougn to be 

retained so l that tne 0ociety can include it in its array of historical items

now stored here ~tnere , at places loo ~ed aftt--r by members . 

-FE~ moved ---.r P . Basse t-Smith ; seconded - -~iilalllliil!. J. 

uiscussion on tne futu ~e visit to Wi l liamstown took place ; Mrs . K. Stephenson 

told member s that sne nad t ne names of a ~r . ~rs . Phillips ; from Ya rraville- w~ 

were a keen supoorters of tne ~illiamsto wn Historical bo ciety - ~ ½ere now livin~ 

in Judge Book Village ; & she - K. S .- intending visiting this couple in the near 

future to ask them to join ttie El t ham nistorical .., ociety a t tne July meeeing ; 

more dis cussion of tnis futur t-- m:i 1;1;-trg"~- outing t o be dis cussed a t ne 1. t rne __ ting ; 

Mr . Basset - Srni tb agreed to org ·. nise a history of ti en.1.·y DBnf)y' s life - in 

El~ham-to be sent t o the local new spaper - lhe Diamond Valley News . 

Moved--P . Basset-0mmth . Se c. -B . Ness - that a re c ord be maae of the excellea t 

exhibition - the high s t a ndard - put in tue \,indows of State .l'ide building , 

Main Road . Society is very t grateful for t11e .= e cretary ' s efforts on t!ieir 

behalf in this displa . 

President clo~ed mee t ing j bUpper was served • 

10/30pm . 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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order ; all lignts & heaters vere swi t c 11 ed off . 
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ELTHAM 
Opened in ou rke Di s tri ct 18~7 

~ 1·1 1 

, (~I~(_ ) 

0 

1930 
V ,do'" 
fo\,c.t.. 

"°3e'k) 

D.TBAM (G.P.).-
&rrngth.-One ht Const. (mtd .) · 
Popu/,ition.-2,600 
Tflephone No.-Greensborongh 01 

x·· lliJt&nocs from adjoining stations.-
. ' Heidelberg, 6 miles; Diamond 
't, Creek, 4 miles ; Hurstbridgo, 13 

miles; Warrnndyte, 0 miles ; Don
e&ater, 7 miles 

Fire-roomed brick dwelling, slate roof, 
on land 50' x 200', good repai r 

>! l>iat&nce from stroot,- 30' 
Water and electrio light lo.id on 
lk.erve.-1 acre 2 roods 
Ftilcing.-Station, good rep11ir; re -

eerve requires repairs 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

}looms.-
I. 12' x 14', pl,~~ter 1111d p11po1· 
2. 12' x 14', pli~~tcr and p11pr r, ceiling lined 
3. 12' x 14' , pl11stcr 1utd p11pcr, cciliug lined 
4. 12' x 10', pl n..~te1· 11nd p11per 

Kitchcn.-12' x JO', lined, pni11t11rl 
P1111try.-0' x 8', linod 
'\,V11sh-ho11so t1111) 111,throom.- lll ' x 8', linod, two 

troughs; iron hat,h, shower 
H1111.-27' x 4', plas ter and paper 
Onice.-10' x 12' dnt1Lched, W. n., iron roof 
Ono W.C. 
Stubling.-Ono st,111, good rop1Li1· 
Lo!:kup.- Two cells, go()(I rop1Li1· 

I ,..j L \ A..(l/L., "I ) 

Ono priv11to hospitnl 
Uhomi8t vi~its da ily 
Dontors at Orcr,nshnrough, 3 mil,·~ 

Di1Lmo11cl Creek, 
0110 St11to s t: hool 
Ono lt.C. school 
Ono Highot· glomenLLLry school 
l'rosocnt i11g OOiccr, Shiro, £10 p.a. 
Inspector of l•'actories, £6 p.a.. 
Acting Clork of Petty Sessions, £12 

p.a. 
Jo:l oetoral ltngistrnr, Legislati ve 

Uonncil, £ 17 p.a. 
H11n11noning Olli ecr, Edncat.ion, Nil 

0 1 v l J' , --.:.::, ,.....1 ,._ 

'. } 
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1' ~ ~ ., 
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Cilbby·· 
haven 
A QUAINT little 

cubby house 
has emerged on 

the front lawn of 
Eltham 's Parks and En
vironment depot. 

And cubby is quite an 
apt description for the 
building which has be
come a lunchroom for the 
shire's outdoor workers. 

But as dainty as the 
building appears, its re
semblance to the town's 
original police station will 
always bl! recognised. 

The council was given 
approval to construct a 
replica of the police sta
tion which . was built on 
the site during the 1860s. 

And as similar as it is in 
appearance, the only 
crooks housed in the new 
building are weary work
ers trying to steal an extra 
five minutes for lunch or 
raiding petty cash for 
some more milk money. 

Historian Russell Yeo
man said the police station 
operated on the site until 
it moved to its current site 
in Pryor St in the 1950s. 

Parks and Environment 
has occupied the old po
lice residence on the site 
for six years. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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MONIKA Roitinger and Garry Bartlett outside 
the replica of the Eltham police station. 

Eltham District 
Historical Society 

Inc. A001 6285F 
Box 137, Eltham, Victoria 3095 
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Environment office • 
up for sale? 

THE PARKS and Environment Office, located at 728 
.._.. Road, ENham, may be aold In the eneulng months. 

It is expected that, once 
staffreloeatetolheGreens- sayingthallhefulur11ollhe 
borough office in July/Au- budding 1s yet to be deter
gust, the Office will be sur- mined, 11 is ex-pecied Iha! 
plus to the Council's needs !he sale will be made and 

Despite Chief Executive could raise between 
OfficM, Mr Barry Rochford, S150,000 and $200,000 



0 Police Rescue 
The National Trust has received 
some very welcome assistance 
from the Heidleberg Police, 

V 

they have rebuilt the rear fence 
of the former Heidleberg Police 
Residence which is one of our 
smaller tenanted properties. The 

, bluescone police residence is, 
~with Elcham Police Residence, 
the oldest known police 
residence in the !vferropolican 
area. We wish co thank Senior 

~ 
! : 

:i 
I -~ 

-.---i 

Constable Bolton of 
Heidleberg Police, who 
coordinated the donations and 
·the works. Thanks also co 
Danahers Timber and Hardware 
for poses, rails and cement and 
Bunnings Hardware for palings 
and nails. Northern i\-felbourne 
Institute of T.A..FE ver1 kindly 
provided labour co build the 
fence. Janet Burne 

JIKA STREET ELEVATION 

BACK ELEVATION (WEST) ,., 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory .org.au) 
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Police Rescue 
The National Trust has received 
some very welcome assistance 
from the Heidleberg Police, ...., 

they have rebuilt the rear fence 
of the former Heidleberg Police 
Residence which is one of our 
smaller tenanted properties. The 

Constable Bolton of 
Heidleberg Poiice, who 
/ 

coordinated the donations and 

_ bluestone police residence is, 
7 : ~with Eltham Police Residence, 

I 

the works. Thanks also to 
Danahers Timber and Hardware 
for posts, rails and cement and 
Bunnings Hardware for palings 
and nails. Northern l'vfeibourne 
Institute ofTAFE very kindly 
provided labour to builci che 

fence. Janet Burne 
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the oldest known police 
residence in the !vferropolitan 
area. \Y/e wish to thank Senior 

~ 

JIKA STREET ELEVATION 
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BACK ELEVATION (WEST) 
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Great Lime Revival 
T he G reat Lime Revival reminder of the benefits of chis 
conference, organised by cradicional and versacile 
Internacional Specialised Skills material, used by architects, 
and supported by the National engineers, fresco painters, 
Trust, was held at O rmond plasterers, stonemasons and 
College at Melbourne many ocher craftsmen. Bob 
Universiry on the 21st and Bennett was a lively and 
22 nd of November. T he enthusiastic speaker, with 
keynote speaker was Bob extensive practical experience in 
Bennett from che Lime Centre the use of lime. He consul cs 
in che UK. The conference extensively to heritage 
focused on che many and varied practitioners in the UK and we 
uses for lime, made by burning are hoping he will be able co 
limestone chen rehydrating ic by visit Australia again soon to 
a process known as 'slaking', conduce workshops on che use 
which has been che principal of lime which will provide 

' binder in mortars, renders, heritage practitioners with some 
plasters and wash finishes for 'hands on' experience. Janet 

thousands of years. The Burne, Conservation Archited "' 

Birds Eye View 
Trust staff at Rippon Lea and 
Mulberry Hill were given che 
opporcuniry co case an eagle eye 
over che roofs of these 
properties recently. Using a 
cherry picker lift, the 
Conservation Archicect, Jan 
Burne. and Rippon Lea 
property Manager. Richard 
Heachcoce, were able co gain a 
new perspective on the Rippon 
Lea roof. This was particularly 
useful for confirming che roof's 
condition and establishing che 
besc way co access the high 

levels of the building for 
conservation works. Man 
thanks co Tam Pierce, Bu 
Conservator, for driving c 
and co Mal Chambers, of 
Snorkel Work Elevating 
Platforms Pry. Ltd. , who , 
kindly !enc che equipment 
cwo days. Rippon Lea was 
able co cake a current 
photograph of che mansio 
from the exacc height and 
locacion chat a phocograp l
caken from che windmill (1 

removed) in 1902. 

I 
conference was a timely __,.i....... _ - -:====--------===---_::_:__:__ ____ -\I,, 

Police Rescue 
The Nacional Trust has received 
some very welcome assistance 
from che Heidleberg Police, 
,hey have rebuilc the rear fence 
of the former Heidleberg Police 
Residence which is one of our 

1 
smaller cenanted properties. The 

1 bluestone police residence is, 
7 ~ ',wich Elcharn Police Residence, 

the oldest known police 
residence in the Metropolitan 
area. We wish co thank Senior 

Constable Bolton of 
Heidleberg Poiice, who 
coordinaced che donations and 
the works. Thanks also co 
Danahers Timber and Hardware 
for posts, rails and cement and 
Bunnings Hardware for palings 
and nails. Northern Melbourne 
Insticuce ofTAFE very kindly 
provided labour co build che 
fence . Janet Burne 

BACK ELEVATION (WEST) 

Eltham District Hisrorical Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 

Green Corps at it Again! 
Allstralian Trusc for 
Conservation Green Corps 
volunteers continued their 
progran1 of conservation 
partnership with the National 
Trust last November, this time 
ac ,he Trust's historic 1930s 
property Mulberry Hill , where 
repairs and reconstruction were 
carried out co timber gates and 

fences <lacing back co the ea! 
days of Lindsay ownership. 
Mulberry Hill commictee 
members Bruce Robinson ar 
John Vale also donaced large 
amouncs of time and invalua 
experience co the project. 

Green Corps volunteer Rafael 
Heale at Mulberry Hill 



A Journey in Time 
A column about Nillumbik1s history 

THEN: Eltham Police Station in 1903. 

The first police office 
THE police residence, the stables, 

the court house, the three cell lock-up 
and a weather board office were built 
beside the Eltham Court House at 728 
Main Road about 1860. 

This photograph (above) shows a 
facsimile of the first police office which 
stood in the same place in an early 
1900 photograph. 

The Eltham Council built this re
placement structure as a lunch room 
come office for its parks and garden 
department in the late 1980s. 

The cut bluestone front garden edg
ing blocks were part of the 1860 lock
up which was demolished in the late 
1950s. Other blocks from the building 
are still visible to those in the know, 
who were around during the cleaning 
up of the site. 

Also during the late 1950s, there 
was a call by the public to have the 
police move to a more central site in 
Eltham township. 

A house and property were pur
chased in Pryor Street, refurbishment 
and alterations took place over a pe
riod of time as recent local press arti
cles show. 

In the backyard at 728 the brick 
stable house still stands but the 
wooden wash house and pan serviced 
out-house went their way when the 
sewerage pipes ofEltham came to pass 
by. 

Current residents of this Nillumbik 
Shire managed property are: Society 
forGrowingNativePlants,Nillumbik 
Garden club, Eltham Concert Band 
and Music Library, Eltham District 
Historical Society Inc. Research Cen
tre. 

It is still a public property to visit, 
but not for its original purposes. 

The address is 728 Main Rd ( corner 
of Brougham St) look for the sign. 
HarryGilham,ElthamDistrictHis
torical Society, phone 9439 1175. 
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Court House 
· built 1860 _ 

W. Andrews Shop 

Police residence 1860 
with office c 1900's 

cnr. Franklin Street Main Road 

I 
Evelyn Hotel 

destroyed Fire 1 

THEN: Eltham Police Station In 1903. 
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The I1rst police office',, 
THE police residence, the stables, 

the court house, the three cell lock-up 
and a weather board office were built 
besidetheEltham Court House at 728 
Main Road about 1860 

This photograph t,e\ow shows a 
facsimile of the first police office which 
stood in the same place in an early 
1900 photograph. 

The Eltham Council built this re
placement structure as a lunch room 
come office for its parks and garden 
department in the late 1980s. 

The cut bluestone front garden edg
ing blocks were part of the 1860 lock
up which was demolished in the late 
1950s. Other blocks from the building 
are still visible to those in the know, 
who were around during the cleaning 
up of the site. 

Also during the late 1950s, there 
was a call by the public to have the 
police move to a more central site in 
Eltham township. 

I 

A house and property were · pur- . · 
chased in Pryor Street, refurbishment : 
and alterations took place over a pe- _ -! 
riod of time as recent local press arti- - 1 
cles show. - · --·,.. l 

In the backyard at 728 the brick - i 
stable house still stands but the : I 

. - ·I 

wooden wash house and pan serviced ' 
out-hoµse went their way when ·the 
seweragepipesofElthamcametopass · 
by. 

Current residents of this Nillumbik -
Shire managed property are: Society · : 
for GrowingN ativePlants, Nillumbik l 
Garden club, Eltham Concert Band 
and Music Library, Eltham District · j 
Historical Society Inc. Research Cen-· · -1 

tre. 
It is still a public property' to visit, 

but not for its original purposes. 
The address is 728 Main Rd (corner 

of Brougham St) look for the sign: · 
HarryGilbam, EltbamDistrictHis
toricai Society, phone 9439 1175. · 

_ _ _ NOW: The former police station as it is today 
Eltham D1stnct H1stoncal Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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The Police Residence,the stables,the out houses,the 1 cell,bluestone 
lock-up and a weather board Office were built beside the Eltham 
Court House around 1860. 

This photograph shows a facsimile of the first Police Office which 

stood in the same place in an early 1900 photograph. 
The Eltham Council built this replacement structure as a lunch room 

cum office for its Parks and Garden Department in the late 1980's. 
The cut . bluestone front garden edging blocks were part of the 1860 

lock-up which was demolished in the late 1950's.Other blocks from 
the building are still visible to those in the know,who were around 
during the cleaning up of the site. 

Also during the late 1950's there was a call by the public to have 
the police move to a more central site in Eltham township. 
A house and property were purchased in Pryor Street,refurbishment 
and alterations took place over a period of time as recent local 

press articles show. 

In the backyard at 728 the brick stable house still stands but the 
wooden wash house and pan serviced out-house went their way when 
the sewerage pipes of Eltham came to passby. 

Current residents of this Nillumbik Shire Council Managed property 

are: Society for Growing Australian Plants 
Nillumbik (formerly Montmorency) Garden Club 

Eltham Concert Band,music library. 
Eltham District Historical Society Inc.Research Centre. 

It is still a public property to visit,but not for its original 

purposes. 

The address 728 Main Road (corner of Brougham Street)-look for 
the sign. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 

Harry Gilham 
E.D.H.S.Inc. 

Ph.94391175. 

Compiled Dec.2000. 



~j - 1~ ~- rJJ T"L'' g· ?Q L.. '. ,i. l't I ..) .:. l l, . ,_ 

Our Ref: 13-1-2 272/02 

S/Sgt. John Scully 
Eltham Police Station 
DX 21 1674 

Dear John, 

VICTORIA POLICE 

P. l 8 

Office of the Chief Comm issioner 
Corporate Communications Division 

Police Hlstotlcal Unit 

Victoria Poties Centre 
637 Flinders Street, 

Me:bourne 3005 
Victoria, Australia 
DX 21 0063 

Telephone (61 3) 9247 S214 
Facsimile (61 3) 9247 5215 

PO Bo)( 415 
Melbourne 3005 

I am writing in response to your E-mail of 12 September 2002, in which you 
requested a list of O/Cs of the Eltham Police Station. 

Victon·a, Australia 

I am pleased to be able to advise the following members have been In Charge of the 
Eltham Police Station:-

NAME REG.NO. RANK SERVED 

LAWLOR, Peter 668 S/Const. 1857 to 1872 
LYONS, Myles Archibald 673 S/Const. 1872 to 31.12.1889 
DUNGEY, Arthur Egglston 2859 S/Const. 01.QJ.}890 [O 15.05.1893 
WILLIAMSON, Ebenezer 3667 Constable 15.05.1893 to 27.10.1896 
ROBERTS, Richard 3155 Constable 08.02. l 897 to 13 .02.1900 
MAHER, Thomas 3472 Constable 13.02.1900 to 22.10.1902 
BOXHALL, James 4396 Constable 14.11.1902 to 28.04.1904 
STEVENS, Isaac Newton 3829 Constable 29.04.1904 to 01.05.1911 
CONE, John Thomas 3935 Constable 01.05.1911 to 09.07.1922 
SARGEANT. William Charles 4625 Constable 01.08 .1922 to 0 1.03.1927 
FITZPATRICK, James Francis 5974 Constable 24.03.1927 to 08.08.1930 
STANTON, Bertie 6509 Constable 21.08.1930 to 01.11.1936 
O'DONNELL, Samuel 7843 151 Const. 18.12.1936 to 25.09.1940 
SHIELDS, Harold 7759 151 Const. 17.10.1940 to 28 .04 .1946 
MARTIN , Charles Thomas 9058 ls' Const. 07.08.1946 to 01.01.1949 
KING, Samuel James 8698 1st Const. 26.01.1949 to 18.05 .1952 
BRIANT, Charles 8101 1st Const. 04.09.1952 to 03.06.1955 
DRAPER, James Chester 8281 1st Const. 10.06.1955 to 27.11.1958 
McGOUGH, John Stanley 9214 S/Const. 15.12.1958 to 29.08.1962 
BRUCE, Ian William 10572 S/Const. 18.09.1962 to 04.10.1964 
GLOVER, Albert Frederick Charles 10740 S/Const. 05 .10.1962 to 18.12.1966 
LITTLE, Sidney Frederick 9764 S/Const. 16.12.1966 to 24.08.1969 
FENTON, Allan 10282 S/Sergeant 25 .08 .1969 to 10.07.1973 
BATEMAN, John Stuart 12305 S/Sergeant 25.07.1973 to 23 .05.1976 
CRISFIELD, Robert Harry 10854 S/Sergeant 24.06.1976 to 05.07.1977 
FRY, Robert Llewellyn 13446 S/Sergeant 24.08.1977 to 18.09.1979 
JOYCE, Graham Vincent 13452 S/Sergeant 22.10.1979 to 0 1.09.1 982 
O'TOOLE, Gerard Joseph 12646 S/Sergeant 29.09.1982 to 15.02 .1987 
McPHAN, Clyne Harold 16069 S/Sergeant 19.03.1987 to 01.07.1991 

.. : 
SCULLY, John 18243 S/Sergeant 22.07.1991 to .. .... .... ... 

c:lwindows\deskrop\manin's old drive\fnlletlerhead.doc Page 1 of 1 
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Search the Heritage Register and Inventory 

Simple search Advanced search 

FORMER POLICE QUARTERS 
728 MAIN ROAD : 

VHR Number 
File Number 
Year Construction Started 
Municipality 

H1539 
601759 
1859 
Nillumblk Shire 

Listings 

Page I of2 

+f 11 lzac<f-

Extent of Registration All of the place known as FORMER POLICE QUARTERS 728 MAIN 
ROAD ,; 

Architect/Designer 
Architectural Style 

Public Works Department (Architect not known) 
Victorian Period (1851-1901) Italianate 

Spatial Information 

Heritage Act Categories 

-37.72404, 145.14475 

Heritage place 

Click on the arrow below to view the Item Categories. 

Item Categories 

Item Group 
Law Enforcement 

Item Category 

Police station 
Staff Accommodation 

Clicl< on the arrow below to view the Statement af Significance. Note: Some records may not yet have a Statement of Significance. 

Statement of Significance 

RECOMMENDED STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: NOT YET ENDORSED BY THE HERITAGE 
COUNCIL This notional statement was produced as part of an Online Data Upgrade Project October 
2003. The project resulted in draft statements of significance. This is a recommendation only and has 
not been gazetted. 
Vv'hat is significant?The Fonner Police Quarters, ,rt.ham.are part of a larger police complex designed 
by the Public Works Department and were built by Langridge, Wright and \/\/itney in 1859-60. The 
original single storey residence consisting of five rooms is constructed of brick and has a projecting 
front room and a timber verandah. Subsequent additions have been constructed of weatherboards. 
Following the relocation of police operations in 1952, the residence was used as the local office of the 
Lands Department and more recently as offices for the local councirs Parks and Environment 
Section. The original single stall brick stables building with loft, built in 1859-60, is located at the rear of 
the residence but t1as been substantially altered. The original two-ceH btuestone lockup was 
demolished c. 1950s. The existing detached weatherboard building, located close to the residence, is a 
c.1980s replica of the original police office which was located in the same position but was initially 
relocated to the rear of the site but subsequently demolished.How is it significant?The Fonner Police 
Quarters, EJf.h,;imis historically and architecturally significant to the State of Victoria.Why is it 
signif1cant?The Former Police Quarters, ~\iho;rr;\together with the brick stables: are historically 
significant for their early date of construction. Tne buildings are important for their relationship with the 
nearby G:i\Ji"t.H~c;_fZWhich together form an example of an early justice precinct. The residence and 
stables are also important for their association with the earliest development of elfha:lfltownship. The 
Fonner Police Quarters, E1th1nn is architecturally significant as one of the earliest examples of police 
buildings erected throughout Victoria in the mid nineteenth century. The simple detailing and lack of 
ornament are important features as they reflect the building's utilitarian function and demonstrate an 
important period in the development of the Public Works Department. 

Clicl< on the am,w below to view the Images. Note: Some records may not yet have images. 
Images -

http://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/page _ 239 .asp?submit_ action=detailed _result&ID=239 .. . 4/11/2004 
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ELTHAM 1860 

FORMER POLICE QUARTERS 

728 MAIN ROAD 

EL THAM 

Collated byEltham District Historical Society Incorporated 
2005 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



• 

EL THAM POLICE QUARTERS 

Opened in the Bourke District in 1857 reads the report by the Bourke District 
Police Inspector wherein it recommends that approval be given to the Eltham 
Communities application for a police station and court house to be established in 
"Little Eltham". He also advised the Commissioner of Police that he could obtain 
a cottage with a two stalled stable with a fenced paddock of four acres, for the 
sum of ten shillings a well. 

A further report in May 1858 records that Constable Quirke is stationed at Eltham 
and the Police Department as 'renting indefinitely at ten shillings per week the 
cottage of William Jarrold. 

The Police Quarters construction began in 1859 on the land adjacent to the Court 
House in Main Road by occupying the comer block of Brougham Street and Main 
Road (formerly Maria Street). Police Department Records show the following 
details of the site and buildings in the 1920's. 

A five-roomed brick dwelling with a projecting front room and verandah, a slate 
roof on land 50 feet x 290 feet depth. 

Rooms 12 feet x 14 feet plaster and paper 
12 feet x 14 feet plaster and paper and lined ceiling 
12 feet x 14 feet plaster and paper and lined ceiling 
12 feet x 10 feet plaster and paper 

Kitchen 12 feet x 10 feet lined, painted 
Pantry 8 feet x 10 feet lined 
Wash-house and bathroom 10 feet x 8 feet lined 
One W.C. - formerly a pan service 
Stabling - one stall 
Lock-up - bluestone 22 feet x 8 feet-2 cells - one trance. 

The single stall brick stable with a loft is located at the rear of the residence. 
A Police Office building of weatherboard and corrugated iron roof was positioned 
beside the house and appears in photographs from around 1907. The current 
facsimile office was constructed on the original site in October 1991 by Eltham 
Shire Council when its outdoor/garden staff occupied the site. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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FORMER 1) POLICE RESIDENCE AND 
2) REAR STABLE, 
PARKS OFFICE, 
728MAIN ROAD, 
ELTHAM 

BUILT: 

THEMES ILLUSTRATED BY THIS 
PLACE: 

BASIS OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

EXTENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

18601 

2 BLUESTONE CELL BLOCK AT 
REAR DEMOLISHED 

1980S REPLICA OF ONE ROOM 
TIMBER POLICE STATION 
CONSTRUCTED 

THE ORIGINAL EL THAM 
TOWNSHIP 

TOWNSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

HISTORY 
ILLUSTRATION OF THE THEMES 
ARCHITECTURE 
STREETSCAPE 

LOCAL SIGNIFICANCE 

ALL OF BOTH BUILDINGS, 
REAR STABLE, DETACHED 
REPLICA TIMBER BUILDING 
AND ENTIRE SITE 

ADDITION OF ALL OF THE 
BUILDINGS AND LAND TO THE 
HISTORIC BUILDINGS 
REGISTER AS PART OF THE 
CURTILAGE OF THE COURT 
HOUSE, GIVEN THEIR VERY 
CLOSE HISTORICAL AND 
PHYSICAL RELATIONSHIP 

REGISTER OF THE NATIONAL 
ESTATE 

LOCAL PLANNING PROTECTION 

CONSERVATION AREA- EL THAM 
GATEWAY 
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1) Former Police Residence and 2) Stable, 728 Main Road 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

cont'd. 

This former Police Residence is one of the small number of such buildings 
erected in Victoria in the 1850s and 1860s and has special local importance as 
the oldest public building in the Municipality after the adjacent Court House (built 
1859-1860). The Court House and Police Residence with its unique (for Eltham 
Shire) rear brick stable are the focal buildings of the only section of Main Road 
that has some resemblance to what 19th and early 20th century residents knew. 
The rear stable is one of the just two 19th century stable buildings in the 
Municipality (the other being the local stone one at Sweeney's Cottage in 
Sweeney's Lane) 

HISTORY: 

Original Use: 

Later Use: 

Original Owner: 

Later Owners : 

Designers: 

Builders: 

Police residence 1 

Lands Department's local office2 

Parks and Environment Section, 
Eltham Shire, office2 

Police Department 1 

Public Works Department2 

Shire of Eltham 

Public Works Department 
(Victoria) 1 

Langridge, Wright and Witney3 

A Court of Petty Sessions and Police Residence were built in Eltham's Main Road 
in 1859-60 following residents' demands for better police protection. A small 
timber police office, which was free-standing on the southern side of the Police 
Residence, may have been incorporated into additions at the rear of the house, 
later demolished. A lock-up at the rear has also been demolished, but the altered 
old stables have been retained . After relocation of the police station, the former 
residence was used for many years as the local office of the Lands Department 
and , more recently, has been renovated for the Eltham Council's Parks and 
Environment Section. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 
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1) Former Police Residence and 2) Stable, 728 Main Road - cont'd. 

DESCRIPTION 

Residence 

Style mid Victorian. 
Design standard. 
Plan rectangular, with projecting front room and timber verandah beside it. 
Single storeyed . 
Walls solid face brick. 
Roof hipped with front gable and shallow eaves. 
Features are the projecting front room and timber front verandah, the chimneys, 

multi-pane windows, the simple design and the stable. 

Stable 

Style Victorian utilitarian. 
Design standard. 
Plan rectangular. 
Single storeyed with loft. 
Walls solid face brick. 
Roof gabled with .no eaves, corrugated iron clad. 
Features are the simple design. The building has been variously 

unsympathetically altered. 

SOURCES: 

1. National Trust file No. 3253. 
2. "Eltham Heritage Walk'', Heritage Week 1989, Russell Yeoman . 
3. Diamond Valley News, June 1982. 

David Bick "Shire of Eltham Heritage Study'' (1990-1994) 
Built 
History 
Cultural Significance 
Description 
Sources 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Eltham District Historical Society 
Incorporated No. A0016285F 

Local History Centre 

728 Main Road (PO Box 137) Eltham Victoria 3095 Australia 

Email: edhs1@bigpond.com Website: www.tinyurl.com/elthamdhs 

Report to: Jenny Baker, Coordinator, Living and Leaming Nillumbik 739 Main Road, Eltham 

Further to your recent email of 18 March 2010 regarding our concerns about structural and maintenance 
issues of the building at 728 Main Road, Eltham we thought that the following information may assist in 
identifying and reporting to Council the urgency of the wor1< required. 

Structural cracks in external and internal walls 
There is significant cracking in the externaVinternal walls to the extent that daylight can be seen from 
inside the building. The severity of a number of these cracks has increased recently and it would appear 
that some urgent maintenance is necessary to prevent further structural damage. 

Deterioration of external brickwork 
The surface of some individual bricks or sections of bricks in the external walls are deteriorating. While 
this has previously been evident the rate of breakdown of the brick surfaces seems to have increased in 
recent times. Major repairs would appear to be required to rectify this damage. 

The Eltham District Historical Society asks that early attention be given to these problems, as we are 
concerned that the building at 728 Main Road, Eltham may become a risk or unsafe to occupy. 

14 April 2010 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory .org .au) 
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Heritage permit bid 

Listed: the timber lock-up in Youth Rd. 

A UTILE piece of Eltham from would be advertised in case 
the 19th century is waiting to be there were any public objec
moved to the former police tions. The work would be car
residence and courthouse in ried out by specialist 
Main Rd. removalists. 

Nillumbik Council has ap
plied for a permit to move the 
portable timber lock-up from its 
present site at the end of Youth 
Rd, Eltham, to the Heritage 
Victoria-listed former police 
residence. 

Spokesman Justin Napier last 
week said the council needed 
approval from the heritage auth
ority to move the structure to the 
Main Rd site. 

He said the permit, expected 
to be issued by next month, 

Eltham Historical Society 
president Harry Gillham said the 
cell would complete a story told 
whenever school children were 
taken on a historic tour of the 
buildings. 

"We think that even portable 
buildings ought to be part of our 
history," he said. 

It is believed the single-cell 
lock-up was built in the late 
1800s. 

Eltham Library tops 
STAFF at Eltham Library are feeling 
proud at the moment, as winners of 
the inaugural John Marshall award 
for customer service. 

"We're delighted. It was a close 
decision," assistant manager Hilda 
Gregory said. 

The award, begun by former Yarra 
Plenty Regional Library Service chief 
executive officer John Marshall, is 
open to the seven branch libraries in 
the municipalities of Whittlesea, Ban
yule and Nillumbik. 

Ms Gregory said a "mystery shop-
E1th11m District Historicel Society (ehhamhistory.org.au) 

per" visited each library three times, 
asked specific questions, and then 
rated the service accordingly. Assess
ment covered joining up a new 
borrower, introduction to the service, 
finding information and lending and 
return of books. 

Ms Gregory said the Eltham Li
brary had about 15,000 people walk 
through the door each month. In 
addition to books and magazines, the 
library provided CD Roms, tapes and 
Internet access, she said. 
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Old lockup in new site 

Contemplation: Harry Gilham tries out Eltham's 
historic lockup at its new home. N3sov201 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

EL THAM miscreants had 
better look out - the 
suburb's historic lockup is 
back in use. But its in
mates are more likely to 
be students soaking up a 
bit of atmosphere than 
parents who fail to send 
their children to school. 

But that wasn't always 
the case. 

Eltham historian Harry 
Gilham said the 100-year
old records showed 
parents who failed to have 
their children vaccinated, 
or who did not send them 
to school, were sentenced 
to a few hours in the 
lockup. 

The portable lockup 
was moved on March 9 by 
crane and truck from 
Youth Rd, Eltham, where 
it had been used as a store
room for the past 20 years, 
to the old courthouse site 
on the corner of Main Rd 
and Brougham St, Eltham. 

Mr Gilham estimated it 
was about 100 years old 
and said it was probably 
brought to Eltham be-

cause "they were con
cerned about the drunk 
and disorderly from the 
two pubs up the hill" . 

"The term 'lockup' 
means it wasn't a jail, it 
was an overnight thing," 
he said. 

The lockup was de
signed to be portable and 
came in kit form. 
"Lockup No. 17 Walls" 
and "Lockup No. 17 Ceil
ing" can still be read on 
the inside. 

"I don't see a nail in 
the whole thing," Mr 
Gilham said. "The whole 
dam thing just locks 
together.'' 

But that didn't mean the 
3m square structure was 
flimsy. Its walls, floor and 
ceiling were about 8cm 
thick. Concealed 2.5cm
thick piping runs verti
cally down the walls 
through the boards and 
can be seen through holes 
in the wall cut at some 
later stage. 

To arrange a tour of the 
lockup, call 9439 9717. 

Bakers Delight 
6 pack hot cross buns. 
Freshly baked daily. 

Marchio's Deli 
Footy Frankfurts 
Cocktail Frankfurts. 
Were $599kg. 

"' 0 
0 



VICTORIA POLICE 

Our Ref: 13-1-4 79/01 

Mr Harry Gilham 
Eltham District Historical Society 
P.O. Box 137 
ELTHAM VIC 3095 

Dear Harry, 

Office of the Chief Commissioner 
Corporate Communications Division 

Police Historical Unit 

Victoria Police Centre 
637 Flinders Street, 

Melbourne 3005 
Victoria , Australia 
DX 21 0063 

Telephone (61 3) 9247 5214 
Facsimile (61 3) 9247 5278 

PO Box415 
Melbourne 3005 

Victoria, Australia 

I am writing in response to your letter of 8 March 2001, in which you requested a 
laser print copy of a photograph of the Eltham Police Station cell block taken in 1963. 

I am pleased to be able to enclose a copy of this photograph, which I hope will be of 
some assistance. 

If you feel I can be of further assistance please do not hesitate to contact this office 
agam. 

Yo s sincerely, lw 
Martin Powell 
for 
Peter Free 
MANAGER 
Police Historical Unit 
20 March 2001 

c:\windows\desktopvnartin's old drivevnlletterhead.doc 
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i!: 165. J TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7. [IBML 
~ - -- - -------·· ... . . -------- --- -- ---· ------ ---

f. · Ct'own Law OITices, 
•· Melbourne, 29th November, 18:\8. 
,~s AGAINST Tills A'l'l"OltNEY GE:,iEilAL'S 
¥. DEPAilT~IENT. 
tfi particularly requested that all Claims for the current 
1']uugaiust tho above Department may be forwarded to 
~llllicea without delay. · 
IJiwso( the department nre expected to exert themselves 

I
' ~fl:"ith the above request. -

lly His Excellency's Command. 
, · . II. S. CHAl'MAN. 
.. -------- ------ --
.· Office of the Chief :\lcdical Offi cer, 
i Melbourne, 4th December, 1858. 

~&111s AGAINST THE: M£DICA L DEPAltT:llmNT. 
Jtia particularly requested thnt all claims against this 
fDtputment, for tho current year, for medical attendance 
l~m. examination of lunatics, tho supply of mcdicnl 
ftl1I, &c., may bo fol'wnrdcd to this ollice durin~ the 

1
111.outb, in order that all accounts for the service of 

111 bo aetlled within the year. 
(. · W. McCREA, 
• Chief .Medical Officer. 

-YICTORIA STEAM NAVIGATION DOAlW. 
:°) 16 VICTORIA No. 25. 
~ Nonct:. 
Oicaet, and Ma&terR of Steam Venels tradillg to 01·/rom, 

I 
ill, any Po,·t, H arbor, Creek. or R iver in Victoria. 

or H1ou AND Low PnEssune :;TEA)t V llSS~r.s t·on 
. li.t.LF-YEAR ENDJSO 30Tll JONE, 18:19. 

OE is hereby given that under tho fif1h clnuse of the 
bon cited Act the owner of every stcnm vcs~cl 
~ stated is bound to have the vessel and tho whole 

l.:i~binery surveyed by tho Engineer and Shipwright 
~appointed for that purpose by the Victoria Steam 
~~ Board, in the manner and at the times follow-~i~.,, ·ri.-V casel and machinery-June and December. 
, l'IUlu-t.-Vessel-June and Decernucr. t · Machinery- March, June, September, and 

: . December. 

l
!Ucr~ and masters of steam vessels nre requested to 

'L~t in future the Ji'eu of both Survtyors arc to be paid 
~llarg al lhe office of the Board before the Surv: 'I' are 

Do l?e~s whatever nro to bo paid to tho Surveyors. 
r1'1•t1ons or tho Surverors having been obtained, tho 

~to~transmit them within fourteen days from tho date •e 8_ecretary of the Board, add,essed to tho Steam 
I [Cci'i Krng street, Melbourne. A penalty of £5 is fixed 

,.doJ!0r every day that the Yending of nny such decln
.1 .• 1ed beyoud fourteen dayy, 

· By Order, 
R . CHARLES D. PAYNE, 

... 1 °•ption Board, Secretary, 
•· ... oC'lrade and Customs, 

•· •~th November, 1858. 

r· Public :tallds Office, 
ITTl>NE L Melbourne, 2nd December, 1958. 
~ AND SALE.-30ra DECEMllER, 1858. 
• · en.nee to the Proclamation contained in tho 

ot:·~ t . t Gazette of the 26th November last, relative 
1 r •1n Public Lands to bo hold nt Melbourne on 

lllli~'DC,:t1n.· h.r instant: Notice is hereby given that lots 
_Yo hne been withdrawn from tho said sale 
' Dy His Excellency's Comma~d. 

Dio11q C. GAVAN Dll~'.FY. 
.. Ill 7Tn, 1858,-1, 

:;i ,. 
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Crown LI\W omrcs, 
llfclboume, Gth Dcccmlicr, 1858. 

NOTICE 'l'O cr.EnKS o:,• !'ETTY sgss!ONS. 
'l'Ill~ altcntion of Clerks of l'ctty Sessions is directed to tho 

i11st1uctions contai11cd in a Circular, rlated the IG1h of 
October last, and issued from the offico of the Gold R,•ceivcr, 
iicluourne, calling upon them to make application for forms 
of Pawnbrokers', Refreshment. Night, llilliard, Hawkers', nnd 
Slaughter-yard Licenses, and to forward to the Gold Hecciver's 
Ollie•! all fot'ms of licenses in tl,eir possession, with the excep
tion of the refreshment licenses then .ccently supplied to them. 
Those clerks who have not r,lready complic,1 with the di.rcc
tions contained in the third paragraph of the aforesaid Circular, 
ore re,1ucsted to do so without further delay. 

HENHY G. ARCHER, 
Secretary. 

Chief Secretary's Office, 
:Melbourne, 4th December, 1858. 

ARARA'r ANU STA WELL ESCO HT. 

IT is hereby notified that on nnd after the 10th of December 
instant, the Gold Escort will leave Stowell on alkmate 

Friday s. and lfaglan 011 nlternnte lllon<lays, reaching llalll\arat 
the s&me dny; returning from Ilallaarat to Haglan the fol
lowing W educsdays, 'l'hursdnys to Ararat, and .Fridnys to 
Stowell. 

II.9936. 
·ny His Excellency's Command, 

,10HN O'SHANASSY. 
- ------- ··· ------· ----- ---------- --- -

Chief Secretary's Office, 
Melbourne, 29th November, 1858. 

MINING SURVEYOR. 

HIS Excellency the Governor, with tho advice of tho 
Executive Council , has been plensed to appoint 

Mn. '1'11011.1.s E. 'l'noUNELY 
to be a Mining Surveyor in and for the mining district or 
Ilecchworth, vice Mr. Michael Herbert, resigned. 

Ily His Excellency's Command, 
G.9755. JOHN O'SHANASSY. 

Crown Law Ofllees, 
Melbourne, 7th December, 1858. 

PETTY SESSIONS, INDIGO. 

IT i~ h~reby notified t.hat His Excellency the Governor has 
nppomtcd 

Tho I:sn1ao GOLD F1ELDs, in the mining district of .Beech-
worth, 

to be a place whereat a Court of Petty Sessions shall bo 
holden, uuder the authority of the Act or Council 3 William 
IV. No. 3, sec. 17. 

Dy His Excellency's Commnnrl, 
H. S. CHAPMAN. 

Crown Law Offices, 
Melbourne, 7th December, 1858. 

PETTY SESSIONS, ELTHAM. 

IT is h_ereby notified that His Excellency tho Governor has 
appornted 

ELTITAM, in the county of Evelyn, 
to be n place whereat a Court or Petty Sessions shall be l1oldcn 
under the authority of tho Act of Council 3 William IV. No. s: 
sec. 17. 

Dy His Excellency's Command, 
H. B. CliAPMAN, 



• 

\\'in,I 11'• ut\\ o, lla..:k Cr tik, Thr o lmn<lrod an<l Ocor1, Alldcnon ... 1--o 30th A11i;nst, - No. 8G I Gg, l)ivision 

922. Ditto.-Gipps Land (3.) McArthur, Addison, 

9 Ditto.-Ditto 

924. Dittc..-Eltham 

925 Ditto.-Prabran 

926. Ditto.-Melbourne 

927. Ditto.-Ballaarat 

Bowden and Co. 

(2.) Geddes and Smith, Platt 

(8.) Langridge and Co., 
McCartcr, BaiJ.ie, Nicol 
and Co., Chadley, Amos 
and Co., Cameron, Payne 

( l.) 

(20.) Cunningham and Co .. 
Amos and Co., Nicol and 
Co., Chadley, Cotn well, 
McKenzie,· Bell Brothers, 
Linacre, Lawrence, Black 
and Co., Glaister, Mitchell, 
James, l\IcLean, Ireland, 
Brown, Maver and Co, 
Jarvis, Tea le and Co., 
Gracie and Co. 

( 1.) 

928. Ditto.-Ditto .. . . (l.) 

Amhorat acvcnty•fhc pou11<11 
(.£371'>) 

Repairs,.&c., police buildings 
at Livingstone Creek, Ton· 
gco 1\1ungoe, and Tambo 

Repairs, &c., police buildings 
at Sale and Stradbroko 

Police buildings at Eltham .. . 

Extra work on contract 
No. 881, police buildings, 
Prahran 

Turnkeys' quarters, Central 
Gaol, Melbourne 

Additions and alterations, 
New Gaol, Ballnarat 

Four hundred and ninety 
pounds (£½90) 

Two hundred and fifty· 
four pounds (£254) 

One thousand one bun· 
dred and fifty pounds 
seven shillings (£ll50 
7s.) 

Fourteen pounds twelve 
shillings and sixpence 
(£14 12s. 6d.) 

Eight thousand five hun
dred pounds ( £8500) 

Five thousand (£5000) ... 

_ Qmirters for the 
ilallaarat Gaol 

matron, ' One hundred and forty
pounds (£140) 

P. McArthur 

Geddes and Smith ... 

Langridge, Wright 
and Withey 

Wm. llfewburn 

Cunningham and 
Holtom 

Evans and Barker ... 

E. Chambers 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Satisfactorily 

Satisfactorily 

Satisfactorily 

Satisfactorily 

1859 (in liuu 
of contract 
655, cancelled 
J. Stabb bav· 
ing failed to 
take up the 
contract) -
C.61 I 257 

30th A1Jgust, 
1859 

Ditto 

Ditto 

6th September, 
1859 

30th August, 
1859 

Ditto 

Ditto ... 

• James Lawrence agreeing to carry on the work beyond the quantity included in the present plans and specification (ln accordance with the schedule or prices attached to bis tender), as far as the nvailablo funds will allow. 
t Alexander Blair agreelni' to carry on the work beyond the quantity included In tho present plans 'and specification (in accordance with the schedule or prices attached to hi• tender), as far ns the nvn□•ble funds will allow. 

26.-\Vnrdcn's office, 
Amherst. 

No. 86 I 59. Division 
31.-Police buildings. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

No. 86 I G9. Division 
2. Gaol, :r.Ielbourne. 

No. 86 I 59. Division 
34.- Gaols, Ballari
rat, &c. 

Ditto. 

<O 
-t ..... 
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1847 

CONTRACTS ACCEPTED (Series 18G0). 

~~ Authorised i::-~ ~ Charged ngninst Voto or • r11:1cul31 s of c:1ch Tender, nnd Amouut. Nr.mc for Approvlll. ~~-~ by the 
.1.z...unt recommended for .Acceptance. . ✓ Fw1d • Governor. 0,. 

0" 

£ s. d. 
13 18 G P. N. Russell No Debentures, 21 Viet. J. R. Bailey. upnly of (1312) thirteen 

· h~ndrccl :md forl,y~two per ton and Co. No. 36 21th Sep-
tembcr, lineal ynrds of cast iron 

water pipes, at t!Jo rate of 1860. 
£ t~ lS,. Gel. per t_on on 
..-ei•~ht when as~er!,amed 

10314 10 1 Thos. Glaister Yes" No. 41 of 1860. Sub- J.R.Bailey. T,,warJs complc!,10n of post 
o:licr, 11:clbourno. £10,314 and Co. division 2, No. 3 I 

10. !tl. 
334 1G 0 Armstrong and No No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto.--12th \.l•nations to barracks at 

· Qcdong. £331 !Gs., Paine division 5, No. 6 Sept., 1860. 
G.MJlcr.; and warders quar- 8000 0 0 .A.dam Brown No No 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto. , 

ter• wall.&c.,Maryborough and Co. di vision 5, No. 7 
~,w(_ £8000 . 

420 0 0 G.nndJ.James No No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto. [r,Jn railing at Pentriclge 
:,itr,cbdo. £ ,120 

Yes• 
division 6, No. 1 

£1 ro work on contract 783: 72 3 G J. Meadows ... No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto. 
Court of l'ctty Sessions, division 8, No. 3 
Ih·k Creek, Amherst. 
£72 3s. G<l. . 

600 0 0 James Duncan Yes* No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto.--29th C,urt of Petty Se; s10ns, 
Eltham. £600 division 8, No. 13 Aug.,1860. 

'- tw porch at Court llouse, 59 0 0 Love and No No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto.--6th 
· (:lrnperdown. £59 Buckley division 8, No. 25 Sept., 1860. 

P ,wdcr mngrLzine, Ararat. 300 0 0 Chesterman Yes• No. 11 of 1860. Sub- Ditto. 
tJOO and Co. division 12, Ko. 1 

p ncin ff Lock-up and Court 105 0 0 Ross and Yes• No. 41 oJ'lSG0. Sub- Ditto.--19th 
'Uous':i itt Stawell. £1()5 Strachan division 15, No. 1, Sept., 1860. 

£97 10s. Subdi-
vision 15, No. 2, 
£ ~7 10,. 

t'•n~in~ Gornrnmcnt Office;; 179 0 0 J. Matear Yes" No. 41 of 1860. Sub- Ditto. 
R,.:JCrvo. £179 division 15, No. 1 

,\:mory al, Nc1:: Mili tary Bar- 1845 7 9 Mason, Turn- No Division 41, sub- W.Nichol-
rvk,. £1Sfa 7s. 9cl. bull,and Co. division 10, item 4 son, for the 

Treasurer . 
• J bu,hcls of best col_onial 159 12 0 s. llouso and Yes" General Service, Ditto. 
m~' (to ~ample), for 1ss~e, Co. Forago, 1860 
a! l-. !)tl . per bush~], m-
t u1in~ b1~, and delivery: 
M l .£159 12.:1 . 

..... , uti,ra.ctorlly. 
, 111 ,: police paddock, Newstead), the contractor's name ts Thomas Jones, not Jame,. 

rur dredging opcrntlons) hns been tmnsforred from J, P. Dow and Co. to Uenry Langlands and Co.-J. R. B.uLEY, 

Crown Law Offices, 
1Ielbourne, 22nd .A.ugust, 1860. 

[!;..', CARRIERS' AGENTS, AND 
\!:l/12\G AGENTS. 

... c:irricr'' agents, and forwarding 
: cir mstance that by-the Act No. 

'. c.· ;tr J aunually; that any unlicensed 
, l ,',le lo a penalty of £50; that any 
..,,-. hcen;ed carric1,' to remain upon 
iu rrpired is liable to be indicted for 
,:arncr.,' agents or_ forwnrdmg_ agen_ts 

, r.:r.-00 than a licensed earner mil 
, •. JIY to them. 

J. DENNISTOUN WOOD. 

rrire-1 in Victoria by the David 
n,1 hired on the 13th of the same 

wi.:un-,rn, of Ryrie street.,,_, Geelong. 
1 !!ie J)cpartment of Trade and 
. ~lclbournc, as to the present 

! 1;,;ruigran t, if alive, or a.s to her 
s:r.. t :r, Hlu0.-'.l'.&C. G0/1909. 

brother is in the 7~h hussars now 
· ,. rounty Clare, m Ireland1 and 
r 1-.;3. She is supposed to oe in 
, (urwurtl her address to the 

clbourn Q.-13.th .August, 

Kite of London. J ohn Kite 
~1 ~mbarked on board of the 

al Port Adelaide. Ile was last 
(.. 0 h,o, July 1856, and ~ave bis 

. 1,r3 (, ·an<lhurst ?], Victoria." 
>~·•,"l':!"."'.:::_, ,..;lh "sun•eving pnrty. Infor-

•~ L, rcq nested on behalf of his 
-ible the Chief Secretary, Mel

"•, l:i<iO. 

Cltottttrs. 

CRIMINAL SESSIONS. 
.MELBOURNE. 

I T is ordered that a Crim,ina. ion and General Gaol 
Delivery of the St1J1l'eme Court of the Colony of Victoria be 

holden at the Court Ilouse La Trobe street, in the city of 
Melbourne, on lllonday the fifteenth day of October, now next 
ensuing, at the hour of Ten o'clock in the forenoonJ :it which all 
parties concerned aro requested to give their attenaance. 

Dated this twenty-fourth day of September, A.D. 1860. 
WILLIAM F. STA WELL, 

Chief Justice. 
REDMOND BARRY, 
ROBT. MOLESWORTH, . 
ROBER'.l' WILLI.A."MS POIILMAN. 

CASTER'.l'ON. 
MEETING TO APPOINT •A POUNDKEEPER. 

THE Poundkeeper at Casterton having this day tendered his 
re ignation it was a~reed to accept the same, and to appoint 

a successor on llfonday, the 8th of October ensuing, at a Special 
Court of Petty Sessions to be held at Casterton for that purpose 
of which all interested, are re~uired to take notice. ' 

CUTilllERT FETHERSTONH.A.UGH 

Casterton Petty Sessions, 
18th September, 1860. 

Police Magistra'te. 

KULKYNE, LOWER MURRAY. 
1 , 'l.'O APPOINT A POUNDKEEPER. 

NOTICE is hereby given that the Cieneral Meeting of J IL~tices 
for the purpose of appointing a Keeper for the Pound at 

Kulkyne, Lower Munay, has been adjournecl to ::IIonday tho 
15th October next, at Noon. ' 

Applications for the appointment will be received by the 
undersigned until Ten a.m. of the same clay. 

(lly Order) J. A. G. FORBES 
Clerk of Petty Sessio~s. 

Court House, 
Swan Hill, 20th September, 1860. 



EL THAM AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INCORPORATED 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

WEDNESDAY 11 TH MARCH 1998 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

The past year between our Annual General Meetings has had several highlights 
worth recording. 

Our six general meeting, two of which were preceded by buffet dinners, seven 
committee gatherings and two excursions made for a busy year. Again their 
planning by Secretary Russell Yeoman, deserves the societies thank for his 
pivotal role in our programme. 

Now that the Society has the keys to old Police House, 728 Main Road, Eltham, 
(corner of Brougham Street) for our historical materials storage, display and 
research facility, we hope to attract the public's attention. We will be able to 
publicise the venue when organised and display items of historical value to other 
like minded people. We will then be able to preserve more items, either py 
copying and returning or storing with the donors names, and become a·true 
community resource. 

Nillumbik Council asked the Society to take on the role of organiser/landlord with 
three other tenants groups who use other, lockable, parts of the site. Eltham 
Concert Band has its music library in the Police Office and the stables and 
storage sheds are being used by the Nillumbik Garden Club and the Society for 
Growing Australian Plants. 

This mix of community groups coming and going through the site will support the 
security of all tenants. 

With around $1,000 from the Nillumbik Community Funds grant program we have 
purchased a second hand photo copier, tables, chairs, and various types of 
storage cabinets and shelving. We also have the ongoing service costs of 
electricity, water/sewerage and the $100 yearly payment to the Shire Council to 
face up to each year. 

Working Bees are planned and, in time, rosters will be needed for the open days 
of displays for schoolgroups, people and special events such as the Eltham 
Festival weekend. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Another item worth reporting is that Mick Woiwod and I have been working on the 
Kangaroo Ground advisory committee. This committee is an advisory committee 
to the Council which, in time, will seek finance to upgrade the land and building of 
the Tower which is the Shire of Eltham's War Memorial, it is now 71 years old. 
(Opened 1926). For those visitors who cannot or do not wish to climb the steep 
stairs in the tower, we hope to convince council to add viewing platforms and 
seats at ground level outside the trees so the views can be enjoyed, access will be 
from a path from the carpark. 

Let me finish this report by sharing with members the wording on the letterhead of 
our friends the (English) Eltham Historical Society : 

Harry Gilham 
President, 1993-1998 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Preserving the past 
Conserving the present 
Protecting the future. 



-
.ELTHAi\-1 LOCAL HISTORY CENTRE - OFFICIAL OPENING 

Our new headquarters at 728 Main Road Eltham is to be officially opened on Sunday 12 July. It 
will be open from 2pm to 5pm with the opening ceremony at 2.30pm. We have sent out invitations 
to a number of people. Members and their friends should consider this as their formal invitation to 
attend. There will be a representative display of items from the Society's collection of documents 
and photographs. 

After consideration of a number of options we have settled on the Eltham Local History Centre as 
the name for our premises. The times that it will be open have not been finalized but it will be 
available for research at least by appointment. Dispiays of Society material will be arranged for 
special occasions and hopefully the centre will be open on a limited but regular basis. 

A brief history of the building was included in Newsletter No. 117. Originally it was the Eltham 
Police Residence and dates from 1860. The police office alongside the residence was demolished 
but has now been replaced by a replica building. The lock-up at the rear has also been demolished 
but the stables in the back yard remain. 

Since closure as a police station in the 1950' s the house has been used by the State Lands 
Department, Community Youth Support Scheme and Eltham Council's Parks and Environment 
Section. It is included in L11e Victorian Heritage Register. 

Storage facilities external to the house are now used by the Eltham Concert Band (replica office), 
NiJlumbik Garden Club and Society for Growing Australian Plants (both in the stables). 

This is an important event for our Society and an excellent social occasion for members. We hope 
that most of our members will be able to attend. Ring Russell Yeoman or Harry Gilham for more 
information. 

a. ee5w.2'1-"ifot.l rnf D.!.P~ME:lllTAL. Pt.>tPo~S 

l"'-L! .. Gi. . APP\.,. S.,flE,t.t,;)1'E.l.)~T 
f 

°P>RoUC:,HA..M S,RE.E..T 
(t:'>T->Ml!:."-1 ~ ~- .t F.:o-rf>"'n-4 s' ,, 

1971 SURVEYORS PLAN OF 7 
28 MAIN ROAD AND THE ADJOINING COURTHOUSE 
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UNVEILING OF 728 STREET SIGN 

This former Eltham police residence, along with a single office, 
lock-up and stables served the area from 1860 to the late 
1950's when the current police station was built in Pryor 
Street. 

Since then the bluestone lock-up has been demolished (and 
indeed, some of its wall holds up this garden). 
Also (pointing) the Eltham Council built this replica of the 
police office over here on its 1900 site. 

Since this is also a public building, it has also been used by: 

-The Department of Crown Lands and Survey for a Vermin 
and Noxious Weeds office 

- A Community Youth Support Service (C.Y .. S~S) 

-The Parks and Environment section of the former Eltham 
Council 

-And since 1998 to the present day, the tenants are the 
Eltham District Historical Society Inc. 

The National Trust has recognised this building as being one 
of two 'oldest known police residences' in the metropolitan 
area (the other one is in Heidelberg) 

On behalf of Nillumbik Shire Council, as well as past and 
present members of your 33-year old society, I have the 
pleasure in unveiling this public sign, and wish you all well in 
your endeavours to 'keeping in trust' the historical background 
of the Eltham District since 1835. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



BillTo: 

Eltham District Historical 
728 Main Road 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

JOHN SHARP SIGNS PTY LTD 
Unit 4/4 Brisbane Street 

ELTHAM 3095 
Phone 9439 4647 

A.C.N. 006 567 451 

Fax 9439 6321 

A.B.N. 65 026 119 209 

TAX INVOICE 

INVOICE NO. 00003551 

DATE: 24/10/2000 

DESCRIPTION AMOUNT 

Supply & Install front sign 

COMMENT: 

TERMS: STRICTLY NET 7 DAYS 

Please tear off this section and return with payment to: 
John Sharp Signs Pty Ltd - 414 Brisbane Street, Eltham 3095 

Eltham District Historical 
728 Main Road 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

$430.00 

Sale Amount $430.00 

GST: $43.00 

Total Inc GST: $473.00 

Amount Paid: $0.00 
- -

Balance Due: $473.00 

REMITTANCE ADVICE 
INVOICE NO: 

INVOICE DATE: 

BALANCE DUE: 

00003551 

24/10/2000 

$473.00 
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9439 1175 
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Working drawing ofour new sign. 
You hav~ to look at the real thing 
to see what is Actual Burgundy 
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Letter to: 

Jenny Baker 
Co-ordinator, 
Nillumbik Shire Council Living and Learning Centre 
739 Main Rd, Eltham, 3095. 

Dear Jenny, 

v-

Community Jobs Program - Historic Eltham Court House precinct 

I am delighted to know that the Nillumbik Shire Council is proposing to seek funding 
support via the Community Jobs Program to landscape, enhance and open up the 
grounds of the old Eltham Court House, Police Station, stables and lockup. 

Mercer's Restaurant, as the next door neighbour to the Court House, is rated by the 
Age as one of Melbourne's most highly regarded restaurants. We are pleased to be 
located next to such a fine building as the Court House, but like other members of the 
local community, are sad to see it underused, cut off from the adjacent old police 
station, and with gardens and grounds in such a poor state of repair. It is a facility 
that has much to offer the local community, and I believe that the Council's CJP 
proposal offers the opportunity to realise the full heritage value of the two sites. 

I understand that the Living and Learning Centre is managing the site for the Council, 
and that you have established a Committee to oversee the ongoing development of 
the site. I would be pleased to accept your invitation to be a member of that 
Committee, for your occasional meetings. 

To see the sites open to and used much more by the public would be a great reward. 
We could look forward to regular use from schools and community groups of all 
kinds, involving anything from historical activities to art and floral exhibitions to plays 
to legal re-enactments, or just Sunday strollers taking in the beauty and history of the 
site, with an element of appropriate commercial activities to provide further 
enrichment and variety. 

I strongly support your application for funding from the Community Jobs Program to 
integrate and erihance the sites, and wish you weli in the process. 

Yours sincerely 

etc 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhisto~ 
I 

~\ 



Title: Historic Eltham Courthouse precinct landscaping 

The proposal is to apply to the state gov't for funding under the Community Jobs 
Program to landscape and enhance and integrate the grounds (not buildings - that 
can done at later stages) of both the Courthouse and the police station sites. State 
gov't funding would be about $95,000 supplemented by about $25,000 from the 
Shire. 

If successful, the project would employ 12 people full time for 15 weeks, plus a 
supervisor to manage the day to day work of the team. The team would be involved 
in training for 1-2 days per week for the period of the project, doing accredited 
horticulture and landscaping studies through NMIT. 

The Council would project manage the project, supported by a management group, 
on which it would be good to have a member of the Historical Society. 

To enhance the chances of success we will put in a landscape plan with the project 
submission (due by Fri this week Oct 29), but we would not be locked into the detail 
of the plan. The plan is being developed by the Shire's Landscape designer, 
Matthew Cornford. ~ ~ ~ l 

As the project is not due to start until the 2nd half of next year, we have adequate time 
to work through the detail of the design, and to develop other aspects of planning 
which are outside this landscape proposal. Eg buildings use, ongoing grounds 
maintenance, buildings maintenance or removal or replacement (eg recent ugly 
buildings like the toilet block and the training room). 

Once the project is completed we hope that council will take on an expanded 
maintenance role, to ensure that the grounds remain attractive. Over the next 9 or so 
months we need to persuade council of the need for this. 

Please ring me with any queries. 

Rod Grant 
9430 1302 or 0409 829 086 
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EL THAM DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
Incorporated 
No.A0016285F 

28 October 2004 

Jenny Baker 
Co-ordinator 
Nillumbik Living and Learning Centre 
739 Main Road 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

DearJenny 

12·0 MAIN ROAD (PO BOX 137) EL THAM 3095 

Community Jobs Program - Eltham Court House Historic Precinct 
Thank you for involving our Society in the discussions regarding the on-going 
management of the Court House and the historic precinct around it. As you know, 
the Society occupies the adjoining former Police Residence at 728 Main Road 
which we use as the Eltham Local History Centre. We are grateful to the Council 
for use of this building which is excellent for its current purpose of storing our 
collection of local history records. Although it does not form part of our official 
responsibilities, we have been maintaining the site and have re-established the 
garden areas. This has been largely the work of one volunteer who takes some 
pride in what she has achieved. 

We have recently become involved with the idea of a project under the 
Community Jobs Program to re-furbish both sites to enhance their historic value 
and to provide a better community resource. Certainly the important Court House 
site has been badly neglected and warrants funding for significant works. We 
support the idea of an integrated site development plan for both sites. We would 
ask however that the Society be involved in the final detailed plans for the work at 
728 Main Road. We think that there are landscape, security and operational 
issues where our input is relevant. Other tenants of outbuildings on the site 
should also be consulted. 

The Society has been making limited use of both sites for our local history 
activities including a significant number of visits by school groups. Refurbishment 
of the grounds would certainly add to the value of the precinct for this purpose. 
We support the application for funding which would enable these improvements to 
proceed in the shorter rather than the longer term. 

I am happy to speak to anyone involved in this application if further information is 
required. Please ring me on 9 439 1175. 

Yo" rely 

Harry Gilham - President. 
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Department of 
Sustainability and Environment 

28 February 2005 

MrH. Gilham 
President 
Eltham Historical Society 
PO Box 137 
Eltham VIC 3095 

Dear Harry, 

Eltham Court House/Former Police Quarters 

~ -----
(\] ~~ ~, 
~vol. 

I 
3/8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne 3002 

Telephone: 9412 4965 
Facsimile: 9412 4392 

U La.~ ABN 90 719 052 204 

~~~ 
Our Ref: NP/02/1475 

I am writing to confirm that the Historic Places Section is now preparing a draft Conservation 
Plan for the court house and police quarters at Eltham. Since these buildings are located adjacent 
to each other and the Eltham Historical Society has an interest in managing and using both 
buildings, we will be looking at the court house and police sites as a "precinct" and developing 
our conservation recommendations based on the complex of buildings, rather than the court 
house as a single building. 

As part of the Con.servation Plan, we are required to prepare a history of the building(s). This 
usually involves a brief general history of the location (i.e. Eltham), a contextual history of 
building type (i.e. court houses and police stations) and a detailed history of the buildings. We 
have a file on the more recent history of the court house and police site but not much information 
on the early history of the site. Given time constraints that Ivar Nelsen and I have over March 
and April (leave commitments), it may be more effective for your Society to put together a brief 
history ofEltham (say 4-5 paras?) and if possible a couple of pages on the court house and police 
quarters, with references. Given that you are the experts on Eltham and the court house and 
police buildings, I think this will be a better use of everyone's time and resources. Don't worry 
about the contextual history of the building type as we have this covered. 

With regard to early photos and plans, we have copies of the original PWD plan for the court 
house but not the police station. We also have a copy of the basic plan for the portable lock up 
(Casterton type, later portable lock up). Would it be possible for the Society to make copies of 
any early photos of the court house or police station available. Scanned images would be ideal, if 
this is possible. Perhaps you could let me know what you have available and we could discuss 
arrangements for obtaining copies. 

Prepared By: Janette Hodgson 
Conservation Officer 
Historic Places 
Phone: 9637 9885 Fax: 9637 8592 
Emai I: Janette.Hodgson@dse.vie.gov .au 

Oocument3 
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I will be away this week (from 1 - 4 March) but will be back next Monday if you have any 
queries about the Conservation Plan process or the history. Otherwise, feel free to contact Ivar 
Nelsen on 9637 9886. 

Yours sincerely 

nette Hodgson 
Conservation Officer 
Historic Places 

Document) 
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Police Magazine (B2331), Police Residence (B2332) and Police Lock Up (B2333). 
1969 

1.3 Definition of the Property 
The Avoca Court House is located on Crown Reserve No. Rs 13716, reserved 
temporarily for Historic buildings. 

2.0 EVIDENCE 

2.1 Historical Summary 

2.1.1 Government Camps and Court Houses 
Government Camps 
After the discovery of gold in 1851 gold seekers flowed into the new colony of 
Victoria. With seven separate police forces and few effective police officers left 
available, the Government faced a crisis of law and order. 1 The Goldfields 
Commission was established in early 1852 to licence mining and keep order on 
the goldfields. In January 1853 the Victoria Police was formed, providing the 
first centralised police force in Victoria. While the Victoria Police followed the 
model of the British Police system, early Victorian police lived a para-military 
life, as the police force was organised along military lines. 

Government camps were quickly set up by the regional Gold Commissioners as 
goldfields were discovered and rushed. They usually occupied a strategic location 
· on the goldfields, often securing a central position with a view and access to water 
supplies. 

The first camps were made up of tents and other temporary structures - log or slab 
buildings - providing living quarters for the Commission officers and police. 
Mounted troopers and foot police were usually accommodated in barracks and tents 
and ate in communal 'mess' facilities. There were additional tents for gold related 
activities such as licensing and gold storage, and for post offices and court hearings.2 

After 1853, more permanent structures could be built in camps on the larger, well
established goldfields. As various goldfields assumed more permanence, 
townships were surveyed and sites set aside for court houses and police stations, 
either on the camp reserve or at another location.3 Many of the new camp 
buildings were pre-fabricated timber structures that could be moved to other sites 
if a goldfield failed to grow.4 

The spread of settlement and the wealth generated from gold mining provided the 
impetus for an intensive public works program centred on the goldfields. The 
Public Works Department, established in 1856, began the construction of large 
numbers of courthouses, government offices and police barracks and gaols in 
goldfields towns. From 1858 more buildings were constructed in stone and brick, 
replacing the portable houses, offices and lockups. 

By the 1860s, there was a move away from the para-military style of policing to 
establishing local 'police stations' for law enforcement in the community. 
Consequently police accommodation developed a more domestic scale as more 
separate police quarters/re_sidences were built. Initially these quarters served as 
both residence and office.' 
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Typically, a police station would comprise a residence, lock up and stables. 
Sometimes separate police offices were provided, and outbuildings such as wood 
sheds and forage stores. The police complex generally occupied a sufficient area 
for grazing the police horse(s). 

Police stations and court houses usually remained in close proximity, occupying a 
recognised 'justice' precinct. They were often located on the same Crown reserve 
or on adjacent reserves, set aside by the Government. 

Court houses 
Prior to the discovery of gold, court facilities were few and mostly concentrated in 
the 'settled districts'. Justice was dispensed by a small number of paid 
magistrates, known as Police Magistrates, and using the traditional British system 
of unpaid local justices of the peace. Pastoralists often hosted travelling 
magistrates when necessary.6 The rapid influx of people to Victoria and the 
apparent lawlessness of the goldfields and other settlements required the 
establishment of a new system of courts and the construction of many court 
houses.7 

By the end of the decade more substantial court buildings were being erected to 
accommodate hearings at various levels, including the Supreme Court, County 
Court and Court of Petty Sessions. 

The establishment of the Local Court system under the Goldfields Act 1855, also 
provided a further requirement for new court houses. Local courts, which 
operated between 1855-57, could hear cases and settle disputes relating to mining. 
Local Courts were replaced by Courts of Mines in 1857. The new Court of Mines 
heard cases in each mining district at fixed intervals in the major mining towns, 
generally using the existing court house building. 

Only the larger towns required Supreme and County Court Services, conducted by 
travelling judges. For most towns a Court of Petty Sessions was sufficient, 
supervised by a local magistrate. This Court dealt largely with misdemeanours 
such as vagrancy, drunkenness, street offences, minor assaults and breaches of by
laws or regulations. It also granted licences for a range of business activities and 
reviewed electoral lists.8 Only a small building was required for these hearings, 
usually comprising a central court room and one or more offices at the rear for the 
magistrate and a clerk. Initially, minimal facilities for the staff, witnesses and 
public were provided. 

2.1.2 Establishment of Avoca 
Large pastoral runs were established in the Pyrenees in the early 1840s, displacing 
the original inhabitants of the land, the people of the Djadja Wurrung and Djab 
Wurrung language groups.9 Gold had been discovered as early as 1849 in this 
region, however, publication of these early discoveries was discouraged by the 
authorities, to avoid disruption to the colony. 

After the discovery of gold in Bathurst, early in 1851 , Melbourne merchants 
feared an exodus to New South Wales and offered a reward for the discovery of 
gold in the Port Phillip District (Victoria). Gold was discovered officially, in July 
1851. Rich alluvial gold fields were soon established in Clunes, Ballarat, 
Castlemaine and Bendigo. 
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In the Pyrenees district, gold was discovered along the Avoca River in 1853. In 
October that year, the Main Lead at Avoca was established and there were up to 200 
miners on the field. By June 1854, the number of miners on the goldfield had 
jumped to 14,000.10 The Avoca Goldfield was initially a rich field but the shallow 
alluvial gold was soon mined out. Nevertheless, many miners settled on the Avoca 
goldfield and continued to prospect the surrounding country. 

By October 1854 the frrst town lots had been laid out in Avoca and some 
allotments had been sold. Soon after this, the town contained a number of 
substantial buildings including a Bank of Victoria, a Wesleyan Chapel, a National 
School, the Avoca Hotel and "two neat gold offices". 11 

Localities in the surrounding country, such as Redbank, Moonambel and 
Landsborough, experienced rushes throughout the early 1860s. However, Avoca 
maintained its dominant role as the administrative centre of the Avoca Mining 
D. · · 12 

lVlSlOn. 

2.1.3Avoca Government Group 
The Avoca Police Camp was established in 1853. It was strategically located in 
what was then the centre of town and near the Avoca River, providing a secure 
water supply for the men and horses and a vantage point along the main street. 
Bounded by High Street, Creek Street, Camp Street and Rutherford Creek, the 
Camp encompassed a moderate area, augmented by a large adjoining police 
paddock, to the south west. 13 The Camp reserve and police paddock, not then 
gazetted, are shown in the Township Plan for Avoca prepared in 1859. Also 
shown are the allotments for the post and telegraph office and the court house (see 
Figure 1). 

Initially, the camp was occupied by some 50 mounted troopers, accommodated in 
rough slab buildings. As Avoca consolidated into a major township and 
administrative centre, more substantial public buildings were commissioned. In 
1858 a brick Gold Office, or Sub Treasury, was built. This was soon followed by 
the Avoca Gold Warden's Office, another brick building, constructed in 1859. 
Tenders for the erection of permanent police headquarters at the camp were also 
let in 1859. These comprised two 'police quarters' (houses), of four rooms each, 
designed by Public Works architect, Fred Kawareau. The contractors, Johnston 
and Steel, erected the buildings at a cost of £1,230. 

By 1860, two portable timber lock ups augmented the early log lock up of 1854. 14 

During this decade other buildings followed. In 1860 a brick powder magazine 
and a timber post and telegraph office were built. In 1867 a stone lock up was 
built beside the police quarters. 15 Police stables were also built on the Camp16

. 

By the mid 1860s, the commercial centre of Avoca had moved further along High 
Street but the Police Camp still accommodated a number of police and public 
officials. In 1868 there were five police officers, the clerk of courts, a sub
treasurer and a mining warden residing at the Camp. 17 
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Avoca was amongst seven police reserves gazetted in 1866 after a formal request 
from the Chief Commissioner of Police. 18 The police reserve at Avoca was 
reserved in three parts: the general camp area, two allotments occupied by the 
police inspector and part of the former police paddock. 19 The area sought by the 
police had been reduced are objection from the Mines Department. 
An annotated plan on the Reserve file shows the area applied for by the police and 
eventually reserved (see Figure 2). This plan also shows the location of police 
buildings, the site of the first lock ups, the powder magazine, sub treasury, and 
mining warden's office and residence. 

Over the years the Camp Reserve was to diminish as gold mining declined in the 
district and activity at the Police Camp waned. The first service to disappear 
seems to have been mining regulation, as the area occupied by the mining warden 
was sold, in 1861. In June 1872 the Police Department advised the Surveyor 
General that the police paddock was no longer rewired and arrangements were 
made to revoke this portion of the police reserve.2 By this stage the police 
quarters in Napier Street were no longer occupied by the police and arrangements 
were being made to sell the property, which comprised the house, fencing, and 
three slab and bark buildings (a detached kitchen, stable and fowl house). 

During the 1870s there were further changes in the Camp area. In 1872 the Post 
Office moved to a more central location in 1872. In 187 6 the police residence at 
25 Napier Street was sold. In the same year, however, the court house and sub 
Treasury sites were reserved for Public Purposes ( an area comprising Crown 
Allotments 2, 3, 8, 9, 10 and 11 of section 32) 

The Powder Magazine closed in 1905. From this time on, portions of the Public 
Purposes Reserve, where the Avoca Court house was located, were steadily 
revoked, further reflecting the redundancy of Government activities in the former 
Camp area.21 The Sub Treasury had become redundant in earlier years and the 
land it occupied was revoked in 1911. 

By 1915, when Avoca had evolved into an agricultural community and the 
population had stabilised, only two constables were stationed at Avoca.22 At this 
stage the police were accommodated in the police residence and a small timber 
office, built c 1900-10. 

During the 1960s, the police moved from the former camp area to a Crown 
allotment adjacent to the court house and a Lands Department Depot moved to the 
police reserve; effectively a land exchange. From 1968 the former police 
residence was used by the Avoca Historical Society while the Lands Department 
continued to occupy the remainder of the reserve. 

In 1979 the court house was closed and subsequently occupied by a local scout 
group and then the Avoca and District Historical Society. By this stage the 
heritage significance of this complex of buildings had been recognised by listing 
on the then Government Buildings Register (later to be incorporated in the 
Victorian Heritage Register) and by funding from the National Estate Grants 
Program. During the 1980-90s much work was carried out on the four major 
buildings of the complex: the court house, residence, lock up and powder 
magazine. Regrettably the Sub Treasury had been demolished earlier and the 
police office ( c 1900-10) demolished in 1990. 23 

,- . 
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Most of the former Police Camp remains as Public land. The Police residence 
(1859), lock up (1867) and magazine (1860) occupy Crown Reserve Rs 7916, the 
Avoca Police Residence and Magazine Reserve, reserved for historic buildings 
and gazetted in 1995. Between the police buildings and magazine is a parcel of 
unreserved Crown land, used as a Works Depot by the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment. The stable is thought to remain on this site. The 
Court House occupies Crown Reserve Rs 13716, the Avoca Court House Reserve, 
also reserved for historic buildings and gazetted in 1989. A cream brick residence 
built in the 1960s for the police and a portable lock up remain on the block 
adjacent to the court house. 

2.1.5 Avoca Court House 
The Avoca Police Camp assumed a greater air of permanence with the 
construction of a small, brick court house in 1859, located with a frontage to High 
Street. In September 1858 a contract for £749 had been awarded to Smith and 
Scott, local contractors (Public Works Department Contract 58/40) for the 
construction of a court house at Avoca where Petty Sessions could be conducted. 
The court house was located adjacent to the first post and telegraph office reserve 
(1859), and in front of the sub-treasury.24 

The architect of the Avoca Court House is unknown and the original plan is not 
known to exist.25 In its original form, the court house comprised the entry porch, 
court room and magistrate's room at the rear. It was built using hand made bricks 
and had a slate roof. 

The court house opened for hearings in 1859 and was upgraded to a Court of 
General Sessions in 186326

. In November 1863, Scott and Boyd were contracted 
to provide fittings at the court house. Further works were contracted in November 
1869, when Johnston and Steel secured a £204 contract for additions and repairs. 
In these works a room for a clerk of court was added at the side and rear of the 
court room. As a result the original door leading to the magistrate's room was 
closed and a new door installed to provide access to both of the offices, via a 
small hallway. 

With the decline of mining and as a result of changes in the role and activities of 
the Courts of Petty Sessions, hearings at Avoca waned over the years. However, 
the court remained in use until its closure on 1 April 1979. 

Soon after closure, the court house was leased to a local scout troop. However, 
this arrangement failed to provide for the necessary maintenance of the building. 
Over the years the condition of the building had deteriorated. The main problems 
identified were damage to the original brickwork, a leaking roof, termite damage 
and poor drainage and sub floor ventilation. At some stage in the building's 
history, the exterior walls had been painted and deterioration of the paintwork 
contributed to its shabby appearance. Inside the building, repairs to joinery and 
replastering/painting were required. During the 1980s part of the original flooring 
in the Court Room was removed and replaced with chip board adding to the 
building' s appearance of deterioration. 

With a view to the future use of the court house, the Department of Conservation, 
Forests and Lands prepared a schedule of Repairs and Maintenance (1987) and 
investigated a long term lease with an appropriate community group.27 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



In 1988 a lease between the Department and the Avoca and District Historical 
Society Inc. to occupy the court house for 20 years was signed (16 September 
1988). The court house site was reserved for historic building purposes in March 
1989, and is managed directly by the Department. It remains occupied by the 
Avoca and District Historical Society Inc. 

During the 1990s, an ad hoc program of works was carried out with the assistance 
of various Government grants and as a result of the efforts of the Historical 
Society. In 1990 a National Estates Grant for $2,000 was secured, to assist with 
repairs to the exterior wall of the original building (1859). In September that year 
the Department engaged a bricklayer to remove the damaged bricks and replace 
them with matching second-hand bricks. The interior of the court house was 
repainted in 1992, apparently based on an original colour scheme. 

In December 1996 a grant of $5,000 from the Government Heritage Restoration 
Program was obtained to replace the court house roof, in corrugated steel. At this 
time the Pyrenees Shire also financed the connection of sewerage to the block and 
a new picket fence, with grant of $3,600. 

The paintwork on the exterior brick work was removed after 1997 and a separate 
building - the Helen Harris Room - was constructed at the rear of the court house, 
connected by timber decking. The Helen Harris Room opened in May 2001. 

The Historical Society alerted the Department to damage of the floor boards in the 
court room and magistrates room, resulting from termite infestation, in August 2003. 

End Notes: 

1 Frances O'Neill, Police Buildings in Victoria: Survey of Building Types (Building Services Agency, 
1997), 3 
2 Heritage Assets Branch, Building Services Agency (Department oflnfrastructure), Historic Public 
Buildings in Victoria: Materials, Methods and Styles: a cultural sites network background study (Historic 
Places Section, Department of Natural Resources and Environment, August 1998), 2 
3 ibid., 36 
4 ibid., 15 
5 ibid., 96 - 97 
6 ibid., 42 
7 ibid., 43 
8 Michael Challinger, Historic Court Houses of Victoria (Palisade Press, 2001), 15 
9 W. Jacobs, and K. Twigg, Shire of Avoca Heritage Study, (1995), Vol. 1, 2 
10 Wendy Jacobs and Karen Twigg, The Avoca Shire Heritage Study 1864-1994, Vol 1-3 (Feb 1995), Vol. 
1, 4 
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13 Department of Crown Lands and Survey, Township of Avoca plan, 18 October 1859; Jacobs and 
Twigg, Shire of Avoca Heritage Study, (1995), Vol. 3, File No. Al 51, Police Station/Residence 
14 Jacobs and Twigg, The Avoca Shire Heritage Study (1995), Vol. 3, File No. Al 52, Lock up 
15 ibid., File Nos A 151, A 152, A 155, A 156, and Department of Sustainability and Environment, Historic 
Places Section, Historic Buildings and Sites Inventories (Police) 
16 No date available for the construction of the stables 
17 Jacob and Twigg, Shire of Avoca Heritage Study (1995), Vol. 3, File No. A 151, Police 
Station/Residence 
18 

Department of Sustainability and Environment (formerly Department of Crown Lands and Survey) File 
No. 061646.1 Avoca Police Reserve (formerly Rs 7916) Archived file letter dated 21 December 1865 
requesting the formal reservation of certain land occupied by police. 
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19 Temporary Reservation for police purposes, comprising an area of2 acres and I 4/5 perches, an area of 
2 roods and 1 perch and an area of 50 acres. Total area of 52 acres, 2 roods and 2 4/5 perches. Gazetted 
10 August 1866. 
20 The Police paddocks reserve was revoked on 18 July 1873 (Victorian Government Gazette notice). 
21 Starting in 1906, the various allotments making up the Public Purposes Reserve of 1876 were gradually 
revoked. Crown Allotment 9 was revoked first in December 1906, followed by Allotments 2 and 3 in 
1911, Allotment 8 in 1916, and Allotment 11 in 1950. These Allotments were sold progressively with the 
exception of Allotment 11 . 
22 ibid. , File Nos Al 51 , Al 52, Al55, and Al56 
23 Sub Treasury demolished in the 1980s to accommodate a bowling green? 
24 ibid. Vol. 3, File No. A43 , Avoca Court House and Department of Crown Lands and Survey, Township 
of Avoca plan, 18 October 1859 
25 Information supplied by Frances O'Neill, Heritage Victoria 
26 Jacobs and Twigg, Shire of Avoca Heritage Study (1995), Vol. 3, File No. A43, Avoca Court House. 
According to Challinger, Historic Court Houses of Victoria, 15, General Sessions of the Peace were the 
'criminal counterpart' to County Courts. A judge and jury heard most indictable charges, excluding the 
more serious crimes of murder, arson and rape, which being capital offences, were reserved for the 
Supreme Court 
27 Department of Sustainability and Environment (formerly Department of Conservation, Forests and 
Lands) File: 87/19-4343-1 Resource Management-Avoca Court House 
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Lands) File: 87/2895, Court House and Police Buildings - Restoration Project. 

■ Department of Sustainability and Environment (formerly Department of Conservation, Forests and 
Lands) File: 90/3686 - l , National Estate Grants - 1990 Former Avoca Court House -
Restoration. 

• Heritage Victoria (Historic Buildings Council) File: 602240A, Avoca Court House 
■ Heritage Victoria (Historic Buildings Council) File: 602950 DSE Box 8549 Historical Buildings 

Davey Street, Avoca, Former Police Residence 
• Public Works Department Summary of Contracts Books, Vol. l "Court House" and "Police" 

listings, alphabetical for locality, VPRS 972 (original) and VPRS 2143 (microfilm) 

Secondary Sources: 
• Beavis, M. and B, Avoca, the early years, (Warrnambool, 1986) 
• Michael Challinger, Historic Court Houses of Victoria, (Palisade Press, 200 l) 
• Heritage Assets Branch, Building Services Agency (DOI), Historic Public Buildings in Victoria: 

■ 

■ 

■ 

Materials, Methods and Styles: a cultural sites network background study, prepared for the 
Historic Places Section, Department ofNatural Resources and Environment, (August 1998) 
W. Jacobs, and K. Twigg, The Avoca Shire Heritage Study 1864-1994, Vols 1-3 (1995) 
F. O'Neill, Police Buildings in Victoria: Survey of Building Types, (Building Services Agency, 
1997) 
D. McIntosh, and F. O'Neill, Court Houses in Victoria: A Survey (Historic Buildings Branch, 
Department of Planning and Housing, July 1991) 

" . 
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Historic Places Group 

As some of you may be aware, DSE's Land Stewardship & Biodiversity Division is 
undergoing a major re-structure in order to cut spending by about $7 million. Of the 
proposed cuts to LSB, DSE management proposes to cut about 100 full-time jobs 
(20% of total LSB jobs). 

Historic Places has been targeted as a saving opportunity and has not been included 
in the new structure, on the misunderstanding that our role duplicates that of Heritage 
Victoria, which is now located in the Built Environment Division of DSE. 

Heritage Victoria has a focus on protecting and listing historic places across all land 
tenures, while Historic Places has a focus on managing historic places on public 
land. Protecting and managing heritage are two different things. In particular, 
Historic Places provides assistance to Departmental staff and directly to delegated 
managers, particularly committees of management. This assistance includes: 

• advice and direction from Historic Places in regards to Crown land assessments; 
• cultural heritage advice relating to the development and use of Crown land 

reserves, including the preparation of Conservation Management Plans and review 
of plans prepared externally; 

• advice on funding assistance for heritage conservation 
• advice and input into local government planning applications for, and proposed 

local government heritage listing of, historic places on public land; 
• advice on appointment of Committees of Management; 
• preparation of Heritage Impact Statements and Heritage Permits for Crown land 

historic places listed on the Victorian Heritage Register; and 
• heritage advice and assistance to Committees of Management to ensure 

sustainable management of heritage places; 

The Department of Sustainability and Environment is the single largest owner and 
manager of historic places in Victoria, with: 

• over 6,400 historic places on public land managed directly or indirectly by DSE, 
including 1,500 places in State forest and 2,500 places in parks and reserves 

• 11 O historic and cultural features reserves 
• 700 Crown land reserves containing historic sites/buildings 

These historic places range from archaeological sites in State forest, to cattlemen's 
huts in national parks, to court houses in township reserves. The protection of these 
historic places is required by legislation and is reinforced by a range of Departmental 
policies and procedures. 

The continued existence of Historic Places within LSB is essential if the Division is to 
continue to provide comprehensive and coordinated policy direction for public land 
stewardship in Victoria. Historic Places provides the cultural heritage policy skill base 
to help LSB deliver on its commitments as outlined in the LSB Strategic Plan and the 
DSE Outcomes Framework. Finally, Historic Places provides critical advice and 
support to DSE public land managers, including delegated managers, to ensure that 
LSB and DSE meets its statutory obligations under the Heritage Act 1995. 

If you have relied on Historic Places for management advice in the past (and hope to 
do so in the future), then please communicate the message that a Historic Places 
Group needs to be retained in the Land Stewardship and public land management 
area in DSE. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Contact addresses: 

Premier Steve Bracks 
Department of Premier and Cabinet 
GPO Box 4912W 
Melbourne Vic 3001 

Mr John Thwaites 
Minister for the Environment 
PO Box 500 
East Melbourne Vic 3002 

Mr Robert Hulls 
Minister for Planning 
PO Box 500 
East Melbourne Vic 3002 

Prof. Lyndsay Neilson 
Secretary 
Department of Sustainability and Environment 
PO Box 500 
East Melbourne Vic 3002 

Mr Kevin Love 
Dep Sec Land Stewardship & Biodiversity 
Department of Sustainability and Environment 
PO Box 500 
East Melbourne Vic 3002 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 



EL THAM DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY 
Incorporated 
No.A0016285F 

2 April 2005 

Ms Janette Hodgson 
Conservation Officer 
Historic Places 

728 MAIN ROAD (PO BOX 137) EL THAM 3095 

cl- Department of Sustainability and Environment 
' · 3/8 Nicholson Street 

EAST MELBOURNE VIC 3002 

Dear Janet 

The enclosed materials regarding the Eltham Court House and Police Quarters is 
in reply to you request NP/02/1475 of 28 February 2005. 

Should you require additional material in 'specific terms' we may be able to focus 
on the item(s) concerned. 

Yours sincerely 

Harry Gilham 
President 

Phone: 9439 1175 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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Department of 
Sustainability and Environment 

12 September 2005 

Mr H. Giln>ur 
President 
Eltham Historical Society 
PO Box 137 
Eltham VIC 3095 

Dear Harry, 

Eltham Justice Precinct Conservation Management Plan 

3/8 Nicholson Street 
East Melbourne 3002 
Telephone: (03) 9637 8000 
Facsimile: (03) 9637 8100 
ABN 90 719 052 204 

Our Ref: NP/02/1475 

Thank you very inuch for sending the copy of the photo of Maria Street, Eltham which shows the Eltham 
court house and police station c 1907. It is a good clear copy and we will include it in the historical photos 
of the buildings in the Conservation Management Plan. If you need it returned can you let me know? 

Completion of the Conservation Management Plan has been a little delayed by Ivar's absence, working on 
another project. We are not far from finishing the Plan and I hope to have the completed draft sent to you 
soon. In the meantime, I'm sending you an extract on the history of the precinct and discussion of 
comparable buildings and precincts which you may like to have a look at, and comment on if necessary. 

Yours sincerely 

anette Hodgson 
Conservation Officer 
Historic Places 

Attachments: extract from Draft Eltham Justice 

Prepared By: Janette Hodgson 
Conservation Officer 
Historic Places 
Phone: 9637 9885 Fax: 9637 9886 
Email: janette.hodgson@dse.vie.gov .au 

Document2 - • 
The Place To Be 

For further information about DSE contact the Customer Service Centre on 136 186 or visit our website at www.dse.vie.gov.au 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Harry Gilham, 
President 

( 

Eltham District Historical Society 
PO Box 137 
Eltham, 3095. 

Dear Harry, 

Eltham Justice Precinct 

living&learning 
nillumbik 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
delivers life long learning. 

2- '2-.0-0 6 

You will no doubt have noticed or read about the recent grounds works at the old Eltham Police 
Station and Courthouse. These were done as part of a long term Council plan to increase public 
awareness and use of the this fine historic precinct, while protecting and preserving its heritage 
value. This plan is supported by Heritage Victoria and the Eltham Historical Society, which has 
been an active partner in all recent activities. 

It is in relation to this plan that I am writing to all current groups who have been using the buildings 
over recent years. Your group is one of these. 

Although these buildings and grounds remain as property of the State government, responsibility 
for their management and use has been given to Nillumbik Shire Council. The Council has 
delegated this responsibility to the Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik. 

It is the intention of Living & Learning Nillumbik to form a Committee to advise on the use, 
maintenance, management and preservation of the two sites, to be known as the Eltham Justice 
Precinct. The Committee will have representatives from Living & Learning Nillumbik and the 
Eltham Historical Society, and up to three community representatives. Terms of Reference for the 
Committee are being developed, and in due course the community will be formally advised of the 
existence and purpose of the Committee. At that time applications for the positions as Community 
Representatives will be invited. 

Part of the preparation for this Committee involves establishing contact with all ongoing users of 
the Precinct buildings, and getting a clear picture of the nature and frequency of their use. We 
would request that you complete the attached form about your organisation and its office bearers, 
and return it to me by February 24th if possible. 

I look forward to meeting you in the future, as we work towards a steadily improved site with 
increased public usage. 

Yours sincerely, 

February 2 2006 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Eltham 
739 Main Road 
Eltham 3095 
Phone 9430 1313 
Fax 9439 5217 
I iving.learning@n i I lumbik. vie.gov.au 

Panton Hill 
18 Bishops Road 
Panton Hill 3759 
Phone 9719 7506 
Fax 9719 7760 
livmg.learning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Diamond Creek 
119 Cowin Street, 
Diamond Creek 3089 
Phone 9438 5350 
Fax 9438 5351 
living.learning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 



Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Meeting of a Task group to explore the establishment of a Committee 
to manage the Eltham Justice Precinct 

20 December 2005 cinct 
·c:t 

Present: Adrian Cully, Rod Grant (L&LN), Harry Gilham (Eltha"}\Historical Society 9439 
1175), Jenny Baker (L&LN) fr¥JL. 

Apologies: Sue >88C&.-ct"'-'. 1 

Items discussed: 

1. It was agreed that a unified approach be adopted to manage the Eltham Justice Precinct and 
that a Committee which links to the Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik will be established 
to do this. 
Action: 
• Rod to prepare a draft letter to the current occupants of the Police buildings. These included 

the Eltham Historical Society, the Nillumbik Garden Club; the Indigenous Tree Gro'lv'.ers and 
Diamond Valley Plenty Orchestra who use one small building for storage. oC ~c ~ 

• Jenny to prepare a draft Terms of Reference for the Committee and distribute it to all 
attendees for comments 

• Jenny to organise information to be included in Nillumbik News calling for expressions of 
interest for up to 3 community members to join the Committee . 

2. It was agreed that all bookings for use of the Courthouse and training room will be made through 
Living & Learning Nillumbik's Eltham office. Ph 94301313 . /·-<l' 
A maintenance schedule is required for the buildings and the grounds. Council and Volunteer 
work could be used. Things which need fairly urgent attention include: 

Tree to be removed once a planning permit has been obtained - Adrian to check the CJP 
budget ~ "~" 

• Downpipes on stables require replacement - ~ ~ ~ 
·; • The west wall (especially) of the small office building requires painting 

• The corner of the property at the Main Road and Brougham Street corner - Harry agreed to 
,e" ... ~"f make temporary improvements, which may change once the full Committee is established. ~,:-.n.d. 
~ The path near the Stable is too steep and is a hazard which requires attentioJ _ J,.,. . ~-
J/ d • Some loose bricks and paving require fixing - ~ ~ .,,~ -,r~r.- _,, ~ 
A}~ . ~ , ~ _ r~" 'D~ ~ 1 M.-... Action: ~ (~ --- ~ ql.s1 

• Adrian to discuss a maintenance audit with the Depot - -r ~ "' . ~ 
• Jenny to explore with Community Corrections in January - ~~~CJL. - .,,u.~,_,-..,.....,""' 

• Rod to send the Depot an email requesting small repairs to some of the above areas 

4. Access to the parking area, security 
Rod expressed concern about the gates and strongly recommended that they be remov.ed. 
Harry expressed concern about security if the gates were removed. -~ - .J/-J • 

,,,t~. 1troo 
) ,,- Action: l,,~J':,.,.,-
'b / 5 OD,::-- • Jenny to arrange a quote for a security system for the buildings during January- ~•1 

~c,4-L. 
5. A number of other items will need to be addressed including insurance for current and future 

occupants and users; responsibility for payment of util ities such as electricity and water; keys 
and signage. . ,1 I 

(}..,v.:,-n. ~.,._ -P"-l>Z.Z-_,1'91'\.-r-~ 
i~ ond Creel< Living and ~arning Centre Inc and Nillulbik Shire Council Living and Learning Centres 

....{ C-\.D.a.A. • 

.uac.-l~ 



EV\-lS 

PRESIDENT'S NOTES 

The pathways around the Court House and our Local History Centre at 728-730 Main Road Eltham 
are under scrutiny for safer usage by people accessing the site and particularly the court rooms:-

1. With cars parking in the back yard the problem arises as to using the street for larger 
attendances using cars. Being ever mindful of our ageing members, I have had 
discussions with the Living and Learning Centre Manager as they have been asked to 
manage the whole 'precinct', as it is now known, on behalf of the Council. 

2. The three entry doors to the Court House all require users to have assistance as they are 
"stepped" entries. 

3. The pathway to the cars parked in the yard is steep with a sand like covering. These are 
negotiated by the disabled with helpers on each arm. "NOT GOOD ENOUGH'' was 
heard loud and clear. 

4. The darkness of the paths, especially between the buildings, was not very evident in the 
summer time. Now that we have all had to change our clocks back to "real time" 
lighting must be established as soon as possible. The works should be done at Council's 
expense and also be paid for through Council, s meter in the Court House. 

5. Use of the rooms at the Court House will be by booking them at the Living and Learning 
Centre. 

6. The other "tenants" at 728 still remain as the two garden clubs and the Eltham Concert 
Band which still stores its sheet music in the weatherboard 'Police Office' facsimile 
beside the house. 

7. Our Committee has sent a letter to the Living and Leaming Centre Manager stressing the 
fact that a car access area should be maintained off Main Road for use by cars 
transporting goods and people to our gatherings for obvious reasons. 

8. The steel gates off Brougham Street into the back yard should be replaced with a 
lockable barrier suitable for the wide opening that is there. 

9. Looking at the Council plan it is obvious that all the pathways were not constructed. 
This is an issue for the community usage of the site. 

10. Some other brief observations are as follows:-

• Meanwhile, it is good to see that there are now downpipes from the stable roof. 

• The large tree between the house and court at the front is to be totally removed as 
it is causing damage to the foundations and slate roofs. 

• The timber 'leantos' on the brick stables are being repaired. 

• Our broken windows in the house have been repaired by Council. 

·f5' I>- "" -~ C!'->'- Ao.,,~ ~ 
~\~~ 

- ., 11 ,~10' 
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Id COMPONENT CONDITION MAIN YEAR CYCL EXP LIFE CONFAC 
! 

QTY COST STATUS 

56 O_LD ELTHAM COURT HOUSE Main Rd, Eltham 

Old Court House & Rear Portable Building 

1099 INTERNAL WALLS Repaint interior walls to old court room 2 · ~ ·110 M2 $1,500.00 y 
and entry 

; 

1100 WINDOWS/DOORS Repaint exterior doors and frames 2 
! 

:2 3No. $450.00 y 

' 
1101 WINDOWS/DOORS Repaint exterior windows to portable 2 :2 SOM $600.00 y 

building 

1102 CEILINGS OK 4 
' 

' 
1103 FLOORS Replace vinyl floor to wash room/safe 2 ~ 15 M2 $800.00 y 

room i 
' 
i 
I 

1108 FIRE SERVICES Extinguishers inspected/tested '4 
i 
i 
' 

1110 FENCING Paling fences - OK 3 
I 
i 
i 
; 

1111 AIRCON/HEATING Hitachi RAC units - OK ;3 2No. 
! 
I 
I 

4662 SWITCHBOARD Replace old fuse board to court room 2 :2 1 No. $~,500.00 y 

entry foyer and check wiring 

4663 SWITCHBOARD Email circuit breaker switchboard - OK 3 
I 

1 No. 
! 
i 
' 
' 

OLD ELTHAM COURT HOUSE 246 
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1· 
I 

id . COMPONENT CONDITION MAIN YEAR CYCL EXP LIFE CON ~AC QTY COST STATUS 

4664 EXTERIOR WALLS Repaint exterior AC walls to rear 2 ~ 60M2 $900.00 y 
classroom building 

I 
4665 EXTERIOR WALLS Repaint exterior rendered walls to old 2 

I 

·2 96M2 $1,400.00 y 
courthouse building I 

I 
I 

! 
I 

4666 INTERIOR WALLS Repaint walls to safe room 2 11 
I 

25M2 $400.00 y 
i 
! 

OLD ELTHAM COURT HOUSE 247 
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Eltham Justice Precinct - Notes from meeting with Eltham Historical Society reps 

Present: 
Date: 

Harry Gilham, Sue Law, Jenny Baker, George Katsikas 
Tuesday 26 September, 9.30am 

Item Action 
1. HG presented Expressions of Interest document from 2000, JB to obtain a copy of the 

relating to the historical basis for the relationship between the Conservation Management Plan 
precinct and the NSC. This document has parts which are prepared by the DES 
still relevant, although the relationship is slightly different now. 
The sites are now under the Department of Sustainability and 
Environment, and NSC is now named as the 'Committee of 
management' for the precinct. The Living & Learning -

Nillumbik Committee is carrying out this. task for the Council. 
A guidebook for Committees of Management sets out the 
scope of this role. The DES has prepared a Conservation 
Management Plan to assist in the management of the 
reserve. 

2. Management of the precinct needed to be made clearer and JB to prepare a diagram setting 
a better understanding of who was responsible for what - out responsibility relationships 
terms of reference & the role of JB & the L&LN Subcommittee 

Terms of Reference for the 
Committee of the EJP to be 
completed and presented for 
discussion at the next meeting. 

3. JB outlined works undertaken by L&LN on behalf of the NSC 
i. Garden design and redevelopment 
ii. Disability assessment/survey of the site 
iii. Ongoing maintenance 
Lack of funds restricts the amount of work which can be done. 
One role of the Committee is to seek funds for works 

4. Building and grounds concerns which need to be addressed: JB to arrange for Tom McKay to 
a. Rear gates need to be removed visit the site and do a maintenance 

~ b. Front tree is damaging the buildings and needs to be check 
removed 

C. Roof gutters need cleaning / slate tiles 
d. Rear of stable appears to be sinking 
e. Disability access to training room needs to be addressed 
f. The lack of a Fire exit in training room is an urgent OHS 

issue which needs to be addressed 
g. Signage is needed for all buildings 
h. Security iights are required at the front and rear of the 

buildings 
i. Gas bottles at the rear of the training room should be 

removed as rental is being paid for them 

5. Concerns raised by HG over public liability insurance - is it JB to find out whether or not NSC 
covered by NSC I at the moment NHS have their own policy - public liability insurance covers the 
although I was not clear about what this policy covered precinct 
exactly. 

6. The system for booking the Courthouse and training rooms JB to ask LT to set up a bookings 
needs to be tightened up and communicated to potential system - room names to match 
users. those in the Conservation 

7. Next meeting: 
management plan. 

Monday 27 Nov 2006 at Living & Learning 
Nillumbik Eltham C\ -~~> 

1 
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Responsibility for management of the Eltham Justice Precinct 
7~8-730 Main Road Eltham 3095 

,;i 

September 2006 

Victorian Department of 
Sustainability and Environment 

"owns" the reserves which make up 
the precinct 

~ 

Nillumbik Shire Council nominated 
at the Committee of Management 

for the Precinct Feb 2004 

Responsibility delegated to the 
Committee of 

Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Subcommittee established to 
manage the facility and report back 

to the L&LN Committee. -

The Role of the Subcommittee is 
detailed in its Terms of Reference 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

2 



Living & Learning Nillumbik Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

Notes from meeting Monday 27 November, 9.30am at Living & Learning Nillumbik Eltham 

·Present: Harry Gilham, Sue Law, Jenny Baker 
George Katsikas Apologies: 

Item 

1. Minutes of the last meeting 26 Sept 06 

• Revised Terms of Reference was discussed and will be 
recommended to the L&LN Committee in January 

• Expressions of interest for Membership of the Committee 
to be advertised in L&LN Program Jan-June 2007; Letters 
to tenants of the precinct; What's on in local press 

• Disability access - a ramp and door has been built to 
provide disability access to the training room. More work 
to be done on re-landscaping , connecting the ramp to the 
pathway, lighting over the ramp; further quotes and 
funding to be sought to improve/replace toilets; re-lay 
brick pathway; signage; keys for new door; designated 
disability parking space 

• Maintenance - Harry reported that some action is being 
taken regarding the rear of the stables 

• Insurance - Historical Society is incorporated and has the 
required $10 m coverage for Public Liability; the situation 
of the other tenants is not clear. 

2. Items to be a priority at the next meeting : 

• Insurance 

• Signage 

• Ensure the development of a maintenance schedule for 
buildings and grounds 

• Develop a proposed budget 

Action 

• Minutes and invitation to 
express interest in joining the 
Committee to be distributed 
to tenants and stakeholders , 
Council 

• Jenny to seek Disability 
assessment report, with 
diagrams if possible from 
Council officers 

• Removal of tree, cleaning 
gutters, removal of gates, 
security lighting to be 
followed up 

• Query re insurance to be 
included in the above 
invitation to tenants 

• Jenny to develop and 
distribute an Agenda 

Next meeting: Monday 5 February 2007 at The Courthouse/Police Residence 

1 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

Responsibility for management of the Eltham Justice Precinct 
738-730 Main Road Eltham 3095 

September 2006 

Victorian Department of 
Sustainability and Environment 

"owns" the reserves which make up 
the precinct 

. 
Nillumbik Shire Council nominated 
as the Committee of Management 

for the Precinct Feb 2004 

.. 
Responsibility delegated to the 

Committee of 
Living & Learning Nillumbik 

, 
Subcommittee established to 

manage the facility and report back 
to the L&LN Committee and send 

Minutes to Council. 

The Role of the Subcommittee is 
detailed in its Terms of Reference 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Background 

Draft for L&LN Committee Meeting 24 Jan 2007 

Terms of Reference 
for the 

Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

The Eltham Justice Precinct is located at 728 and 730 Main Road Eltham. It includes a number of . 
buildings which are located on two adjoining sites: the former Eltham Courthouse including a 1950's 
prefabricated building behind this , the former Eltham Police station and residence, a portable lock-up 
and stables. External toilets are located behind the buildings at the back of each site. 

The Police station and residence has been the home of the Eltham District Historical Society since 
1998. The Society receives a small annual grant from Nillumbik Shire Council. 

In February 2004 the Department of Sustainability and Environment formally appointed Nillumbik 
Shire Council as Committee of Management for the Eltham Courthouse site. This responsibility was 
delegated to Council's Living & Learning centres' Committee, which established a subcommittee to 
focus on the site. 

In 2005 the Department conducted an assessment of the sites and developed a Conservation 
Management Plan for the Precinct. 

In September to December 2005 participants in a Community Jobs Project completed a landscaping 
project which integrated and linked the two sites. It was then decided to broaden the role of the 
existing Committee of Management (the subcommittee of Living & Learning Nillumbik) to include all 
buildings and ground on the two sites. To this end the Eltham Justice Precinct Committee has been 
established with the following Terms of Reference. 

1. Scope 
The Eltham Justice Precinct Committee is a subcommittee of the Living & Learning 
Nillumbik Committee. Its role is to oversee the management, development, 
maintenance and use of all buildings and grounds within the precinct. 

2. Delegation and power to act 
This subcommittee is authorised to: 
2.1 Identify maintenance issues and recommend action to Council via the Living & 

Learning Nillumbik Coordinator 
2.2 Promote the facility to the community 
2.3 Seek funding for maintenance and improvement 

3. Membership _of the Committee 

Membership Up to 2 representatives of Living & Learning Nillumbik 
Up to 2 representatives of Eltham Historical Society 
Up to 3 community representatives 

Decided Membership will be decided on an annual basis. Advertisements 
when, how will be placed in local publications calling for expressions of interest 

from community members 
Chairperson By and from the members 
Executive The Coordinator, Living & Learning Nillumbik or delegated officer 
Officer 
Ex-officio May be drawn from the community to address specific issues 
members 
Term of One year but may re-nominate 
membership 

Terms of Reference adopted by full Committee Page 1 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik Draft for L&LN Committee Meeting 24 Jan 2007 

4. Meeting Frequency and location 

A minimum of 4 meetings will be held over the Operational year. 

Meetings will normally be held in the precinct. 

5. Accountability 

The Eltham Justice Precinct Committee and its members are accountable to Nillumbik 
Shire Council via the Living & Learning Nillumbik Committee. 

6. Reporting Requirement 

• To the Living & Learning Nillumbik full Committee - usually via the L&LN Coordinator 
• To the Staff of Living & Learning Nillumbik - minutes of meetings will be distributed 
• To the tenants of the facilities - minutes of meetings will be distributed 
• To Council - minutes of meetings will be distributed 

Any other relevant information 
Consensus decision making regarding the recommendations to be made to the full 
Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik will be employed wherever possible. In the event 
of consensus not being achieved, the matter will be referred to the Living & Learning 
Nillumbik committee for consideration and resolution. 

References (internal/external/policies/legislation/documents related to Committee) 

• Council Plan 
• Other relevant Council strategic plans 
• Relevant Government plans and documents 
• Current Strategic Plans 
• Best Value Improvement Plan 
• Conservation Management Plan for Eltham Justice Precinct 

Membership and Strategic Goals for the current year 2007 

Membership 

Membership 
Chairperson 
Executive Officer 
Ex-officio members 
Term of membership February- October 2007 

Strategic Goals for the Operational year 
o Ensure the development of a maintenance schedule for buildings and grounds 
o Develop a proposed budget 
o Signage 
o Insurance 

Terms of Reference adopted by full Committee 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

1. Delegation 

Terms of Reference 
for the 

(xxxxx) Subcommittee 

This sub committee is authorised to / 

------
2. Membership 

Membership open to ,a.QJL~ 

Decided when, how 
Chairperson 
Executive Officer 
Ex-officio members 
Term of membership 

3. Scope 
The Subcommittee will oversee ... 

4. Meeting Frequency 

A minimum of xx meetings will be held over the Operational year. 

5. Accountability 

The Subcommittee and Members are accountable to xxx 

6. Reporting Requirement 

• To the L&LN full Committee - usually the Chair of the Subcommittee 
• To the Staff - ~ - '" 
• To Council management -~ fa ~ 

7. Any other relevant information 

Draft 

Consensus decision making regarding the recommendations to be made to the full 
Committee will be employed wherever possible. In the event of consensus not being 
achieved, the matter will be referred to the full committee for consideration .??? 

Meetings will normally be held at xxx 

8. References (internal/external/policies/legislation/documents related to Committee) 

• Council Plan 
• Other relevant Council strategic plans 
• Relevant Government plans and documents 
• Current Strategic Plans 
• Best Value Improvement Plan 
• Partnering Agreements 

C:\UserData\Jenny Baker\Strategy, Governance, & Cont lmprove\Governance\Committee\Sub 
committees\Courthouse Committee\Terms of Reference.doc 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik Draft 

Membership and Strategic Goals for the current year 2006 

1. Membership 

Membership 
Chairperson 
Executive Officer 
Ex-officio members 
Term of membership 

2. Strategic Goals for the Operational year 

Terms of Reference adopted by full Committee xxxxxxxx 

C:\UserData\Jenny Baker\Strategy, Governance, & Cont lmprove\Governance\Committee\Sub 
committees\Courthouse Committee\ Terms of. Reference.doc 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Page2 



In brief 

Panel set up 
COMMUNITY-spirited people 
are wanted to oversee the rede
velopment of the Eltham jus
tice precinct, which includes 
the former Eltham courthouse, 
police station, a portable lock
up and stables. Living and 
Learning Nillumbik is setting up 
a sub-committee to manage 
the site. For information phone 
Jenny Baker on 9430 1305. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of Meeting 

10 May 2007, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

Present: Russell Yeoman, Rod Grant, 

Apologies: Sue Law, Jenny Baker, Harry Gilham 

Item 

Minutes Taker: Rod Grant will take Minutes of this and future meetings of the Sub 
Committee. 

Minutes of Meeting of Feb 5- Minutes accepted. 

Convenor: Rod offered to convene future meetings, but it was agreed that a 
decision on this should be deferred to a future meeting with a fuller attendance. In 
the meantime, Rod will continue as convenor 

Matters arising from last meeting : 

a) Membership of the Subcommittee: In addition to the newspaper notice 
inviting Expressions of Interest in membership of the Subcommittee, letters 
were sent to the three other tenants of the precinct (ie in addition to EDHS and 
LLN) on this. To date only one response has been received, from Geoff llling of 
the band group, who was willing to be a member, but not over keen . He agreed 
in discussions with Rod that we would contact him in future if needed. 

b) A letter needs to be sent to the Poetry Group rep re membership, as per 
Minutes of last meeting 

c) Russell will follow up with relevant EDHS contacts, to see if they are interested 
in membership, as per Minutes of last meeting 

d) New ramp to Training Room - Michelle of the Shire Operations Unit ·(formerly 
Depot) is to contact Jenny Baker re removal of the pile of earth, and extension 
of the path to the bottom of the ramp, but has not done so yet. Russell 
requested that this be fully completed before Sat July14, when the Hist Society 
will be holding an event to celebrate its 40th Anniversary. Attending this 
meeting will be a number of elderly and infirm members, and the ramp needs to 
be safely available for them to use. 

e) Lighting in grounds - work has been done, and Russell advised that it is now 
acceptable. 

f) Cleaning of gutters - not yet done, and is now urgent. 

g) Insurance (Public liability and contents) 

h) Signage - may need to contact Heritage Victoria about allowable signage, but 
check their report first . 

Ongoing maintenance of buildings on the Police Residence site. 

Most of the buildings on the Police Residence site are of historical significance, and 
require ongoing maintenance which is well beyond the resources of the four 
tenants. To date the attention has been limited by budget constraints. It is 
considered that the only means of achieving this ongoing attention is for the 
buildings to be placed fully on the list of council buildings requiring maintenance, 
with appropriate budget allowance being made for them. This may be a long term 
issue, but seems to be the only means of achieving even minimum maintenance. 

Next meeting: Thursday July 5th, 10.30 am, EDHS 

Meeting closed 11.30 am 

Action 

Agenda of future meeting 

b) Rod and Jenny to follow 
up 

c) Russell to follow up 

d) Jenny Baker to contact 
Michelle, and request a fix 
before that date. 

f) Jenny requested to follow 
up with Op's Unit. 

g) Rod to draft letter to the 
three other tenants on this 
matter for Jenny to send. 

h) Rod to follow up. 

Jenny to request that the 
buildings are appropriately 
listed and budgeted for. 

Diamond Creek L1v1ng and Learning Centre Inc and N1llumbik Shire Council Living and Learning Centres 
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Enquiries: 
Telephone: 

5 July 2007 

Jenny Baker 
9430 1305 

Russell Yeoman 
Eltham District Historical Society 
7 Peter Street 
Eltham, Vic 3095 

Dear Russell , 

Re: Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

living&learning 
nillumbik 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
delivers life long learning. 

Thank you for your interest in working to improve and promote these facilities for the 
benefit of the community. 

Please find enclosed the Minutes of the latest meeting of this Committee. The 
Terms of Reference, adopted by the Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik, are 
also enclosed for your information. 

The diagram on the following page indicates the latest governance structure which 
is in place for management of the precinct. 

Please don't hesitate to contact either Rod Grant grantr@unite.com.au, or Mob 
0409 829 086, or myself jenny.baker@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or on the above phone 
number if you require any further information. 

Yours sincerely 

Jenny Baker 
Coordinator 
Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Eltham 
739 Main Road 
Eltham 3095 
Phone 94301313 
Fax 9439 5217 
living.learning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Panton Hill 
18 Bishops Road 
Panton Hill 3759 
Phone 9719 7506 
Fax 9719 7760 
living.learning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Diamond Creek 
119 Cowin Street, 
Diamond Creek 3089 
Phone 9438 5350 
Fax 9438 5351 
living.learning@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 



Enquiries: 
Telephone: 

5 July 2007 

Harry Gillham 

Jenny Baker 
9430 1305 

Eltham District Historical Society 
7 Leonard Crescent 
Eltham, Vic 3095 

Dear Harry, 

Re: Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

living&learning 
nillumbik 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
delivers life long learning. 

Thank you for your interest in working to improve and promote these facilities for the 
benefit of the community. 

Please find enclosed the Minutes of the latest meeting of this Committee. The 
Terms of Reference, adopted by the Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik, are 
also enclosed for your information. 

The diagram on the following page indicates the latest governance structure which 
is in place for management of the precinct. 

Please don't hesitate to contact either Rod Grant grantr@unite.com.au, or Mob 
0409 829 086, or myself jenny.baker@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or on the above phone 
number if you require any further information. 

Yours sincerely 

ny Baker 
Coordinator 
Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 

Eltham 
739 Main Road 
Eltham 3095 
Phone 94 30 1313 
Fax 9439 5217 
livmg.learning@nillumbik.vie.gov au 

Panton Hill 
18 Bishops Road 
Panton Hill 3759 
Phone 9719 7506 
Fax 9719 7760 
living.learning@nillumbik.v1c.gov.au 

Diamond Creek 
119 Cowin Street, 
Diamond Creek 3089 
Phone 9438 5350 
Fax 9438 5351 
living.learning@nillumbikvic.gov.au 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of Meeting 

5 July 2007, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

Present: Sue Law, Jenny Baker, Harry Gillham, Jo McCormick, Anne Butterworth 

Russell Yeoman, Rod Grant, Apologies: 

Item 

Minutes Taker: Jenny Baker 

Welcome: To Jo and Anne from the Nillumbik Gardening Club. 

Minutes of Meeting of 10 May 2007- Minutes accepted. 

Matters arising from last meeting : 

a) Membership of the Subcommittee: Harry indicated that the time of meetings 
may preclude some people from becoming involved. 

b) A letter has been sent to the Poetry Group rep re membership 

c) New ramp to Training Room - Michelle of the Shire Operations Unit has 
inspected the site and knows what is to be done. Jenny has sent a number of 
requests to Michelle's manager for this work to be done as soon as possible, as it 
poses an OHS risk. Jenny has informed the Operations Centre about the 
Historical Society's 40th Anniversary Sat July14 and has again requested that 
this work be completed by then. 

d) Lighting in grounds - work has been done, and Russell advised that it is now 
acceptable. 

e) Cleaning of gutters - a number of requests have been sent, and Harry has also 
spoken with Tom McKay from the Operations Centre. 

f) Insurance (Public liability and contents) - letters have been sent to all tenants 
seeking clarification regarding insurance. 

g) Signage - may need to contact Heritage Victoria about allowable .signage, but 
check their report first. 

Ongoing maintenance of buildings on the Police Residence site. 

Council is conducting a review of its Assets policies and levels of service. Jenny will 
bring more information as it is released. · 

Removal of tree: Jenny reported that once a structural engineer's written report has 
been submitted the Planning department will be able to move on the Planning Permit. 
Hopefully after the appropriate public notices have been displayed action will be 
taken to remove the tree, and to.backfill the area with non-porous filling to prevent 
water seeping under the building. 

Next meeting: Thursday 11 October, 10.30 am, Eltham District Historical 
Society 

Meeting closed 11.30 am 

Forward Agenda items: Convenor of the subcommittee; Design of signage 

Action 

Minutes and notices of 
meetings to be sent to the 
President 
Nillumbik Garden Club 
PO 934 Eltham 3095 
(current President Pam 
Leaver) 

g) Still to be done. 

Diamond Creek Living and Learning Centre Inc and N1llumbik Shire Council Living and Learning Centres 
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Responsibility for management of the 
Eltham Justice Precinct 

738-730 Main Road Eltham 3095 

September 2006 

Victorian Department of 
Sustainability and Environment 

"owns" the reserves which make 
up the precinct 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
nominated as the Committee of 

Management for the Precinct 
Feb 2004 

l 
k Responsibility delegated to the 

Committee of 
Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Subcommittee established to 
manage the facility and report 

back to the L&LN Committee and 
send Minutes to Council. 

The Role of the Subcommittee is 
detailed in its Terms of 

Reference 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Background 

Terms of Reference 
for the 

Eltham Justice Precinct Committee 

The Eltham Justice Precinct is located at 728 and 730 Main Road Eltham. It includes a number of 
buildings which are located on two adjoining sites: the former Eltham Courthouse including a 1950's 
prefabricated building behind this , the former Eltham Police station and residence, a portable lock-up 
and stables. External toilets are located behind the btiildings at the back of each site. 

The Police station and residence has been the home of the Eltham District Historical Society since 
1998. The Society receives a small annual grant from Nillumbik Shire Council. 

In February 2004 the Department of Sustainability and Environment formally appointed Nillumbik 
Shire Council as Committee of Management for the Eltham Courthouse site. This responsibility was 
delegated to Council 's Living & Learning centres' Committee, which established a subcommittee to 
focus on the site. 

In 2005 the Department conducted an assessment of the sites and developed a Conservation 
Management Plan for the Precinct. 

In September to December 2005 participants in a Community Jobs Project completed a landscaping 
project which integrated and linked the two sites. It was then decided to broaden the role of the 
existing Committee of Management (the subcommittee of Living & Learning Nillumbik) to include all 
buildings and ground on the two sites. To this end the Eltham Justice Precinct Committee has been 
established with the following Terms of Reference. 

1. Scope 
The Eltham Justice Precinct Committee is a subcommittee of the Living & Learning 
Nillumbik Committee. Its role is to oversee the management, development, 
maintenance and use of all buildings and grounds within the precinct. 

2. Delegation and power to act 
This subcommittee is authorised to: 
2. 1 Identify maintenance issues and recommend action to Council via the Living & 

Learning Nillumbik Coordinator 
2.2 Promote the facility to the community 
2.3 Seek funding for maintenance and improvement 

3. Membership of the Committee 

Membership Up to 2 representatives of Living & Learning Nillumbik 
Up to 2 representatives of Eltham Historical Society 
Up to 3 community representatives 

Decided Membership will be decided on an annual basis. Advertisements 
when, how will be placed in local publications calling for expressions of interest 

from community members 
Chairperson By and from the members 
Executive The Coordinator, Living & Learning Nillumbik or delegated officer 
Officer 
Ex-officio May be drawn from the community to address specific issues 
members 
Term of One year but may re-nominate 
membership 

Terms of Reference adopted by full Committee March 2007 Page 1 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

4. Meeting Frequency and location 

A minimum of 4 meetings will be held over the Operational year. 

Meetings will normally be held in the precinct. 

5. Accountability 

The Eltham Justice Precinct Committee and its members are accountable to Nillumbik 
Shire Council via the Living & Learning Nillumbik Committee. 

6. Reporting Requirement 

• To the Living & Learning Nillumbik full Committee - usually via the L&LN Coordinator 
• To the Staff of Living & Learning Nillumbik - minutes of meetings will be distributed 
• To the tenants of the facilities - minutes of meetings will be distributed 
• To Council - minutes of meetings will be distributed 

Any other relevant information 
Consensus decision making regarding the recommendations to be made to the full 
Committee of Living & Learning Nillumbik will be employed wherever possible . In the event 
of consensus not being achieved, the matter will be referred to the Living & Learning 
Nillumbik committee for consideration and resolution . 

References (internal/external/policies/legislation/documents related to Committee) 

• Council Plan 
• Other relevant Council strategic plans 
• Relevant Government plans and documents 
• Current Strategic Plans 
• Best Vaiue improvement Plan 
• Conservation Management Plan for Eltham Justice Precinct 

Membership and Strategic Goals for the current year 2007 

Membership 

Membership 

Chairperson 
Executive Officer 

Rod Grant (L&LN Committee) , Harry Gillham, Sue Law, Russell 
Yeoman ( Eltham District Historical Society) , Jo McCormick, Anne 
Butterworth (Nillumbik Garden Club) 

Jenny Baker, Coordinator Living & Learning Nillumbik 
Ex-officio members 
Term of membership February- October 2007 ""'r.- N~ ;S 

Strategic Goals for the Operational year 
o Ensure the development of a maintenance schedule for buildings and grounds 
o Develop a proposed budget 
o Signage 
o Insurance 

Terms of Reference adopted by full Committee March 2007 

. Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org .au) 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of Meeting 

11 October 2007, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

Present: Sue Law, Rod Grant, Bruce Grose 

Apologies: Russell Yeoman, Jenny Baker, Harry Gilham 

Item 

1. Convenor : Meeting agreed that Rod Grant is to act as Convenor of the 
Subcommittee 

2. Signage: Rod agreed to come up with a draft set of signs for the 
Precinct, with the cost (hopefully) to be met by Council. The signs need 
to be consistent with the recommendations of the Heritage Vic report on 
the Precinct. 

3. Matters arising from last meeting : 

The tree to be removed - it is hoped that all documentation and evidence 
required by Council to issue a permit for removal of the tree has now been 
provided. The next step is for Council to issue a public notice about the 
request to remove the tree, and to invite public input and objections. 

4. Applications for Heritage Grants from Heritage Victoria. 

As applications for 2007 closed on August 31 it was agreed that we would 
study the Heritage Vic application documents with a view to applying next 
year. Committee members are to give thought to how the grants could assist 
in development and public use of the Justice Precinct. 

The funding category for Community Collections Management will be of 
particular interest to EDHS. Other categories : 
• Repair and conservation of heritage places and objects 
• Interpretation of heritage places and objects 
• Local government heritage studies and advice 
are relevant to the broader Subcommittee 

5. The Court House as a gallery space - procedures and requests 

a) Rod advised that he had received a request from David Manson to use the 
Court House for exhibitions, either of his own work or for student work. Rod 
tabled the standard costs and conditions for hire of the Court House (and all 
other rooms). 

b) The meeting agreed that Rod could discuss it further with David to take the 
matter forward. 

c) It was felt that having just an hourly rate for hire of the Court House may not 
be appropriate, as most rentals are likely to be for a half day, day or several 
days. Instead of the hourly rate the commercial rates could be (for example) 
$70 half day, $125 full day, $50 evening, with reduced rates for community 
use. 

d) Guidelines for use of the Court House as a gallery are needed (eg no nails 
in walls, furniture to stay and furniture which can be removed, protection for 
furniture) 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Action 

Action : Rod Grant 

Action :Members to give 
thought to what we could 
apply for next year, for 
discussion at next meeting 

Action : Rod to contact David 

Action : Jenny Baker to 
consider the rental rates 

Action: Rod To develop 
guidelines for next meeting 



e) It would be ideal if the display case in the Court House, and the Dock 
(belonging to Eltham College ?), could be removed . 

6. Shed (used by Aust plants society) 

Repair is needed to fix damage done by termites and to prevent further leaning 
and sinking of the building. 

7. Bookings for use of Court House 
EDHS would like to use the Court House and training room on : 
• Wed Dec 12, 6.30 for the evening 
• First Saturday in May 2008, for a conference 

Next meeting: Thursday February 7th, 10.30 am, EDHS · 

Meeting closed 11 .30 am 

Minutes taker : Rod Grant 

14/10/2007 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Action: Sue to discuss with 
Harry 

Action : Rod and Bruce 
Bruce is to send Rod some 
dot points about what is 
needed and why, and Rod will 
then draft a formal request for 
the work to be done, to go to 
Council and/or Jenny Baker 

Action : Rod to ask Leonie at 
L&L to put these in the 
bookings book . 



Living & Leaming Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of Meeting 

7 February 2008, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

/0 10 ,J O 
I 

Present: Sue Law, Rod Grant, Bruce Grose, Jenny Baker, Harry Gilham, Jo McCormick, 

Anne Butterworth 

Apologies: 

Item 

1. Minutes of last meeting (11/10/2007) accepted. 

2. Matters arising from last meeting : 

a) Signage :Rod tabled a paper "Some suggested guidelines for signage" for the precinct. 
After incorporation of some changes proposed in discussion , the paper was accepted. A copy 
of the revised paper is attached to the Minutes. 

Action 

b) Heritage Grants: Agreed that we should keep in touch with Heritage Victoria with a view to Rod Grant 
submitting proposals for the next funding round. We need to contact Heritage Vic for timelines 
so that this year we have the info well in advance. 

c) Guidelines for using the Court House as a gallery space : Rod tabled a paper. Some 
changes were proposed and the revised paper is attached. 

A check needs to be made to ensure that these guidelines are consistent with wider council 
display guidelines. 

Rod advised that he had spoken to David Manson and that David was not interested in using 
the court house as a gallery at this stage. 

Jenny Baker 

Tt:>M~. 
d) Display case and witness box in the Court House: The Displey cese mey be useful to Jenny Baker 
Living and Leaming. If so Jenny will try to get it relocated to the Living and Leaming premises~. -1-----
The witness box is useful in the Court House but its colour is not consistent with the original (- Harry-G~ ~ 
furniture . Harry offered to restain/revamish it an appropriate colour. ' / 

-----e) Repairs to shed : The meeting thanked Bruce for his work in suggesting how the rear --i-----
lean-to shed could be repaired . His suggestions will be passed on to council maintenance 
people , if repairs can be funded in future budgets . _A-.., ~~ -~1< ~ . 
Jenny advised that she has put in a request to the council's capital expenditure budget process 
for next financial year budget (2008-2009) for general funding for the Court House precinct. If 
her request is successful she will invite input from the Sub-committee on priorities for 
spending. 

3. Removal of tree : progress report - no public objections were received , the next step is 
for council to ask the tree remover to remove the tree . c::;;;(7v'Y'JL ~ ~~ _ 

~ ,-A~ _ .. J.>~ (l _ _ ,:J 

4. New Toilets : Jenny advised that plans for the new toilets have been through the planning 
stage, but not yet through the building permit stage. The plans will be modified to meet rrr-~_,. ¼- _ 
disabilityaccessrequirements. j.J~ ';1..vl, -cJ.J.-.CJ-1,..J.Y'f'-.~ - ~'~-~ n 

-n--1 \ ..> 'f c:.ri 

I -----J~/ e~~· 
a and ng na ._ a g bk en 
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5. Organ in the Court House : Harry advised that the old organ in the court house kitch / 
belongs to the Methodist church, and is stored there indefinitely for safekeeping. Rod will 
contact Ken Eckersall of the church to discuss the possible relocation of the organ. 

6. Access to the Court House : Harry asked if the EDHS is to have continued open access 
to the Court House , as part of their ongoing arrangements. Jenny ~ Id look into it 

andadvis~ f~p~, ('A~~ 
7. Future meetings - it was agreed that our remaining three meetings for the year would be 
held in April (the 10th), August and October. 

8. Convenor - Rod advised that as he now lives out of the area in Williamstown he can no 
longer represent the Living and Leaming Committee on this subcommittee, or convene the 
subcommittee. Jenny said she would arrange a new committee rep . 
P S - after the meeting Jenny advised that John Besley is happy to represent the L&LN 
committee and to convene this subcommittee. 

N t n::e:;: Thursday April 10, 10.30 am,~ 

Meeting closed 11 .30 nm 

Minutes taker : Rod Grant 

24/03/2008 

Attachments : 

A : Signage principles for the Eltham Justice Precinct (revised) 

B: Use of the Court House for exhibitions (revised) 

Da ond l'\J IT' $ PC 
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Rod Grant 

jenny Baker 

Jenny Baker 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Eltham Justice Precinct 

Signage principles for the Eltham Justice Precinct 

In developing a set of signs for the Eltham Justice Precinct a number of principles should be 
observed: 

• Signage should aim to invite and encourage public awareness and interest in the site 

• The content of all signs must be historically accurate 

• Wherever possible wording should draw on the Conservation Management Plan produced by 
Heritage Victoria 

• There should be one central sign about the precinct as a whole (eg at front centre) plus other 
signs for each building of note 

• Signs should be._sturdy_and robust yet replaceable at no great cost if damaged or vandalised 

• Signs should steadily offer more information as the visitor goes further into the site 

• Signs need to strike the right balance between too much information and not enough 

• In visual appearance all signs should be sympathetic to the historical significance of the site 

• Signs should be similar in appearance to other similar historical signage in the area. eg blue 
oval shape 

• Signs shouid advise how to gain further information about the site, or access 

• Signs must be consistent with council policy 

• One of the signs should list those site tenants who wish to be listed 

Below is one possibility for an introductory sign. It draws on the text in the Conservation Management 
Plan. 

'Eftham Justice Precinct 

This site contains the key 19th century 6uilaings 
invofvecf in yo{ice ancfjustice in the area. 

Together they form an imyortant yart of the 'E{tham 
heritage, and are heritage yrotectecf. 

Court 9-fouse 
Po{ice 'Residence 
Stab{es 
Lockuy 

(1860) 

(1859) 
(1859) 
(fate 19th century) 

:for further information or access to the sites 
contact ???? 

1ng nd ea C LI" ving an le ning t s 
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ATTACHMENT B 

Eltham Justice Precinct 

Use of the Court House for exhibitions 

These principles and procedures must be accepted in writing by all parties who arrange to use the 
Court House for exhibitions or as a gallery. 

The Court House was built in 1860 and is protected by Heritage listing. Several other court houses in 
the state were built to the same design, but only two rema in. It was built in response to itinerant gold 
prospectors who turned to crime when their quest for gold was unsuccessful. Its architectural 
significance is that it reta ins early features including handmade bricks , simple decoration , roof 
trusses, timber ceilings, original windows, and a good collection of original furniture. 

All users must recognise and respect the historical and heritage value of the site . 

in particular : 

• All uses must be appropriate to the heritage significance of the Court house 

• All users must submit a display plan ( haif to one page) saying what they intend to exhibit, how 
it will be displayed, and how they will protect the building and furniture 

• Furniture must not be removed from the main Court House room, neither into the kitchen nor 
outdoors, but may be relocated within the room with proper care. 

• No pins , tacks, nails, adhesive or other fasteners are to be attached to any visible parts of 
furniture, fixtures or walls . 

• All furniture surfaces must be protected with coverings if required , if any sharp, rough or other 
potentially damaging objects are on display. 

• As with hire of all rooms, the standard charges apply, and insurance arrangements must meet 
requirements . For further information on rates and insurance contact Living and Leaming 
Nillumbik, ph 9430 1313. 

• Car parking is available at the rear of the site (entry from Brougham St) or in nearby streets. 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of Meeting 

10 April 2008, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

Present: Sue Law, Rod Grant, Bruce Grose, Jenny Baker, Harry Gilham, Jo McCormick, 
Anne Butterworth, John Besley 

Minute taker: Jenny Baker 

Item 

1. Welcome: Rod welcomed John Besley, a former member of the Living & Learning Nillumbik 
Committee who has agreed to take Rod's place as convenor. 

2. Minutes of last meeting (7/2/08) accepted. 

3. Matters arising from last meeting : 

a) Signage : Jenny suggested that a small task group meet with Council 's Communications Unit to 
take th is further. Sue and John agreed to be involved. 

b) Heritage Grants: John will check with Heritage Victoria regarding time lines for the funding 
submission. 

c) Guidelines for using the Court House as a gallery space : The Court House could provide 
opportunities for small displays by groups such as students and tutors from L&L, schools etc. Jenny 
will meet with Council 's Arts Unit to discuss the guidelines. Public Liability Insurance for external 
groups can be arranged through Council. 

d) Display case and witness box in the Court House: Jenny indicated that L&LN unfortunately 
doesn 't have the space for the display case. The committee agreed that the display case be offered to 
tne Andrew Ross museum. Their members would need to arrange for removal as part of the deal. 

The witness box has been painted by Harry - thanks Harry! 

e) Repairs to shed : Bruce's suggestions for repair have been forwarded to Tom McKay at the 
Operations Centre. Jenny will follow up with Tom. 

f) Removal of tree : will happen in the next few weeks!! 

g) New Toilets : Jenny contacted the builder regarding the revised plans and he hopes to have them 
ready by next week. The need to spend and account for the funding in th is financial year was stressed. 
Harry pointed out that the classroom door to the ramp will need adjusting to allow access, and the 
builder is aware of this. 

h) Organ in the Court House - was Harry to follow this up??? 

i) Access to the Court House for the Historical Society : Harry will find any previous paperwork so 
that an up to date Agreement can be developed from that. There will be no charge for the Historical 
Society's May event. 

3. Other business: 

Sue reported that the outside lighting has made a great difference to safety, security and access to the 
car park from the buildings at night time. 

The Historical Society will be hosting visits by School groups to the Courthouse during April and May -
bookings will need to be made at Living & Learning Nillumbik to ensure no clashes. 

4. The Committee expressed their appreciation and thanks to Rod for his work over the past 
year, and wished him well. 

Next meeting: Thursday 7 August, 10.30am at the Eltham Justice Precinct. 

Meeting closed 11 .15 am 

Diamond Creek Living and Learning Centre Inc and N1llumb1k Shire Council Living and Learning Centres 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Action 

Jenny 
Baker 

John 
Besley 

Jenny 
Baker 

Sue Law 

Jenny 
Baker 

Harry 

Sue/Harry 



Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Agenda 

14 August 2008, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 
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4. Business Arising .l-c~ C,u., ~ 
4.1 Signage- report from first meeting / 

Heritage Victoria grants - ~/V\r'" " t..-s--<.. • 

Display space 

NEx ·, , 

-rtuV). 0 f! tit. 
(0-'3 CJ~ 

~J .r. 
Action 

4.2 

4.3 

4.4 

4.5 

4.6 

4.7 

4.8 

Repairs to shed - ~~ c. \,) c of~ ~ T ~ Ml JC~ . 

Tree :::- ~ c-~ ~ r;"') · lJ..,__ i..,: 

New Toilets ~-'--~ a.. .\-..c~ ~ ./'--k~ f 1 -c.\' ~ ;_ 1 

-~ 

Organ in the Courthouse )- ~ ~ Cl~·~ ~ 
Access to the Courthouse for Historical Society 

3. Other business: 
~ 

Diamond Creek Living and Learning Centre Inc and Nillumbik Shire Council Living and Learning Centres 

Eltham District Historical Society-('elthamhistory:org.au) ---- - -------



Living & Learning Nillumbik 
Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Minutes of meeting 14 August 2008 

Present John Besley, Jo McCormick, Anne Butterworth, Sue Law, Bruce Grose, Harry Gillham, Jenny Baker 

1. Minutes of last meeting 10 April accepted 

2. Business arising 

2.1 Signage - Jenny and Sue reported that they had met with two Council officers to discuss 
ideas about signage for the Precinct. Jenny asked for assistance in researching the style 
of signs which would link with other historic places in Nillumbik. Sue and John offered to 
help. A report will come to the next meeting. 

2.2 Heritage Victoria grants - a copy of a Guide to grants was distributed for people to take 
away and consider for discussion at the next meeting. 

2.3 Repairs to shed - on hold; subject to funds being found 

2.4 Removal of tree - now complete. Harry is organising for two new trees (indigenous) to be 
planted in appropriate places and initially looked after by volunteers. 

2.5 New toilets - a planning permit has now been issued after small amendments to ensure 
compliance with disability access requirements. The work should begin shortly. Harry 
asked that Jenny check with Heritage Victoria to make sure that they have no objections 
to the work. 

2.6 Organ in the Courthouse - Harry will confirm if the members of the church wish to donate 
the organ to this committee or whether they wish to sell it or give it away. 

2.7 Access to the Courthouse for the Historical Society - it was agreed that the current 
arrangement will continue - no charge, bookings to be made through Living & Learning 
Nillumbik - unless we are otherwise informed. 

3. Other business 

3.1 Car park lighting to be assessed - too dark 

3.2 Maintenance - Jenny will investigate if Council can either undertake, or recommend 
someone who can, an assessment of the maintenance issues so that the committee can 
prioritise what needs to be done over the next year, and investigate possible funding 
opportunities. 

3.3 'Legal ' status of the two sections of the Precinct: 

Jenny has asked for and received information from the Department of Sustainability and 
Environment regarding this. 

• The land at 730 Main Road on which the Old Courthouse and buildings are situated is 
described as a Reserve. Nillumbik Shire Council accepted the appointment as 
Committee of Management for the Reserve in 2004. 

• The land at 728 Main Road on which the former Police residence, stables and lock up 
are situated is described as a Lease. Nillumbik Shire Council is the lessee, and pays a 
minimal amount annually. 

The Department would prefer that the two sections are managed together (which the 
committee has been set up to do). 

It was moved Harry and seconded Jo that the committee write to Council recommending that 
the Department be contacted to have this arranged. 

Next meeting: Thursday 16 October, 10.30am at the Police residence. 
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32 Brougham Street 
ELTHAM VIC 3095 

6 September 2008 

Jenny Baker 
Living and Learning Centre 
Main Road 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

Dear Jenny 

re: Signage Proposal 

During our inspection of Hurstbridge Heritage Trail signs, I was particularly interested 
in the Kookaburra/Wattle logo. Harry and Russell think there was a book on 
Hurstbridge called "Kooka on the Wattle" 

I have been thinking about a similar logo for signage for the Justice Precinct, or 
Eltham historical sites generally, and was wondering about the possibility of using the 
Historical Society's logo. If the project was Council funded I assume the Nillumbik 
Shire logo would also be used. 

I sent you the Society's September Newsletter mainly for you to see the Society's logo, 
depicting Shillinglaw Cottage and the Trestle Bridge. It was designed for the Society 
by a Society member, Joh Ebeli. He has designed plaques for Historical Society 
projects, the Walter Withers' memorial in Bible Street and the wheel ring and time 
capsule in front of the Community and Function Centre. 

Joh has lived in Batman Road Eltham for the past fifty years in a mudbrick house that 
he designed and built. He is a painter and sculptor and has been a tutor at the 
Diamond Valley Art Society for many years. His painting of Shillinglaw Cottage and 
the Trestle Bridge was selected to be part of the Shire of Eltham Art Collection and 
remains in the Nillumbik Shire's art collection. 

Within a half hour's walk to the north or to the south of the Justice Precinct there are 
many places of historical significance that could be included in a signage project. To 
the north St Margaret's Church, built on land given by Henry Dendy; the former 
National Bank; Shillinglaw Cottage; the Alan Marshall sculpture, and to the south 
Eltham Primary School which celebrated its 150th anniversary in 2006, and Wingrove 
Cottage,. 

These suggestions may be considered in grant applications for signage. 

Regards 

Sue Law 
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Living & Learning Nillumbik 

Eltham Justice Precinct Subcommittee 

Agenda 

16 October 2008, 10.30am at Eltham Justice Precinct 

Item Action 

Present: 

Apologies 

1. Minutes of last meeting 14 August 2008 

2. Business Arising 

2.1 Signage - report from excursion! 

2.2 Heritage Victoria grants 

2.3 New Toilets 

I" 2.4 Car park lighting 

2.5 Maintenance assessment - refer Other 
business 

w~~fv(~ 2.6 Legal status of the two sections of the Precinct 

3. Other business: 

3.1 Discussion re maintenance - Tom McKay, 
Building Maintenance Coordinator, NSC 

v 
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Eltham Justice Precinct 

Some suggested guidelines for use of the Court House for exhibitions 

It is suggested that, once agreed, the guidelines (rules in fact) must be accepted 
in writing by users. 

This Court House was built in 1860 and is protected by Heritage listing. Several 
other court houses in the state were built to the same design, but only two 
remain . It was built in response to itinerant gold prospectors who turned to crime 
when their quest for gold was unsuccessful. It's architectural significance is that it 
retains early features including handmade bricks, simple decoration, roof trusses, 
timber ceilings, original windows, and a good collection of original furniture. 

All users must recognise and respect the historical and heritage value of the site. 

In particular: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

All users must submit a display plan (eg half to one page) saying what they 
intend to exhibit, how it will be displayed, and how they will protect the 
building and furniture 

Furniture must not be removed from the main Court House room, neither 
into the kitchen nor outdoors, but may be relocated within the room with 
proper care. 

No pins, tacks, nails, adhesive or other fasteners are to be attached to any 
visible parts of furniture, fixtures or walls. 

All furniture surfaces must be protected with coverings if required, if any 
sharp, rough or other potentially damaging objects are on display. 

As with hire of all rooms, the standard charges apply, and insurance 
arrangements must meet requirements. For further information on rates 
and insurance contact Living and Leaming Nillumbik, ph 9430 1313. 
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A Comparative study of Court Houses (1991) places Eltham in an early group of 'Victorian Free 
Classical ' structures, featuring a projecting entry porch and gabled roof. Characteristically, this 
group shares a simple, rectangular shape, central placement of the court room with smaller-scale 
offices set back at the sides or rear of the court room, arched openings, and decorative string 
courses. 

All building examples of this Court house type were constructed in brick, except Port Fairy, which 
is of bluestone. 

Examples of this type are: Creswick (1859), Hamilton (1858), Omeo (c 1860), Port Fairy, formerly 
Belfast (1859), Mornington, formerly Schnapper Point (1860), Port Melbourne (1860), Stawell, 
Pleasant Creek (1859), Talbot (1860), Chiltern (1865), Taradale (1864), Yackandandah (1864), and 
Alexandra (1877). 

Remarkably, all twelve of these court houses are extant and nine are reasonably intact. Three court 
houses have been modified. Alexandra Court House has been expanded with the addition of 
flanking government offices and a post office (1878), although the original court house structure is 
intact. At Hamilton, alterations and additions were carried out in 1865 and 1882, to accommodate 
the County and Supreme Courts, replacing the simple entry with a recessed, arcaded entry. Port 
Fairy Court house was altered with a grouping of three arched openings at the front fa<;ade, in 1864 
and 1873, again to accommodate a Supreme Court. 

Eltham Police Residence 
A Comparative study of Police Buildings in Victoria: building types (1997) places Eltham Police 
Residence in a large group categorised as 'Domestic Style, Victorian structures, featuring a 
Verandah and projecting bay' . Eltham Police Residence (1859) is amongst the earliest examples of 
this type. This type began to replace the typical double fronted residences from the 1860s, but most 
examples were built in the 1880s. 

Nearly 70 examples of this residence type have been identified, constructed from 1859 to the 1890s. 

Of the 60+ known examples constructed, 24 residences survive. The Eltham residence is 
reasonably intact. 

Eltham Police Stables 
From the 1860s, stables were constructed with more durable building materials: stone and brick. 
Seven stables are known to have been constructed in stone, while at least 22 stables were 
constructed in brick. Eltham is amongst a group of early stables constructed in brick. From the 
1880s, stables were largely constructed in timber. Of the 22 brick stables built, 13 are extant. 

The stable at Eltham has been substantially altered. 

Eltham Portable Lock up 
The Portable lock up at Eltham is not original to the site and has been recently relocated. The date 
of construction is unknown. It is amongst a large group of portable locks up, categorised as 
'Portable Lock Up - Timber - Later' and also known as the "Casterton style", based on the only 
known plan for portable lock ups, built for the Casterton Police Station, in 1907. The Later 
portables have been in use since the 1880s. 
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Many of the men who tramped through Eltham on their way to the 
Caledonia goldfields were men with little money to support them. 
Some of the more desperate ones became bushrangers and on 4 April 
1856, a Caledonia mail coach was held up by armed men, midway 
between Heidelberg and Eltham, and sundry property was carried off, 
viz.: £30 in bank-notes, 1 horse and 3 mail-bags. Three mounted 
constables pursued the hold-up men without success. 

On 30 April 1856 a licence for a police station at Eltham was granted 
by Captain 1/JcMahon on the grounds of 'there being two public houses 
and a population between 700 and Boo'. No premises were immediately 
available and on 2June, local traders met and requested police 

protection. The first police station was a small cottage and a two-stall 
stable, and the rent was 1 os. od. a week. The cottage was rented from 
William J ai:rold . 

A Court of Petty Sessions was established in Eltham by order of the 
Governor in 1858. On 22 lVIarch Constable Reid ofEltham was the sole 
officer. He applied for more officers at the station, his excuse being that 
he had 'taken much punishment on arresting two men in Mr Warren's 
hotel' . 

A number of illicit stills were in operation around Eltham in the 
sixties; since not many men had the money to buy grog, they made it 
themselves. At Eltham Court on 6 December 1865, Dregold McPhee 
was fined five shillings and given fourteen days to move from the Crown 
Lands known as 'Old Black Station', an aboriginal reserve on the Yarra. 
Before this, McPhee had been known as a hotel-keeper but had had his 
licence removed . After that he kept moving around, always one step 
ahead of the police, while he operated illicit stills in various hide-outs. 
He was finally caught selling beer to the Aborigines. 

· On 28 October 1865, a robery was reported from the Eltham Hotel. 
Constables Lawlor and Mills made a circuit of the bush around Eltham 
and found a man camping by the creek. In his swag were the missing 
articles.Joseph Bastion was punished by one month's gaol with hard 
labour. Constables Lawlor and Mills were rewarded. 

In the sixties wages were low and goods were cheap. A tender for 
firewood for the Eltham police station in r 865 records the price: 8s. 6d. 
a ton. The police stations were given rations for the men detained in the 
lock-up and these have been recorded: 

Daily-Jvlaize or oaten meal 
Bread 
Meat 
Potatoes 
Sugar 
Soap 

Articles to be of the best quality. 
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robbery took place on g March 1 866; and one man reported that a man 
in the vicinity of the Diamond Reef and Watery Gully diggings had 
offered a set of buggy harness for sale for£ I . On this latter, rather 
slender, evidence, a mounted constable and an experienced miner, 
George Pegg, caught the culprit! 

Between the dates of 1873 and 1890 most of the crimes dealt with at 
the Eltham police-station were for horse-stealing. The theft of a horse 
was the equivalent today of the theft of a car; horses were stolen from 
paddocks, from the roads where they were let loose by their owners to 
graze, and from stables. In January r 873 a man was arrested for horse
stealing at Kangaroo Ground. His description, given in the police 
records, gives an idea of the dress of the period. He is described as being: 
'An Englishman about 30 years ofage, 5'6" or 5'7'' high, medium build, 
swarthy complexion, fair hair, whiskers and moustache, the latter very 
thin and scattered, large mouth and teeth very prominent. He was very 
talkative, wore moleskin trousers, light tweed coat, leghorn hat and 
lace-up boots.' In an arrest for fowl-stealing, the description of the stolen 
property goes: 'One drake and six ducks. One duck very remarkable. 
The top bill is much shorter than the under one and is shaped like a 
spoon.' 

In February r 883, the Eltham police station was notified that a 
notorious bushranger might pass through their area. The notification 
from the St Kilda police station, signed by D.S. Kennedy, Superinten
dent Inspector, says: 'Power, the bushranger, discharged this morning 
wearing long full grey beard, whiskers and moustache, new blucher 
boots, Crimean shirt, old felt hat with stiff brim, white moleskin trousers 
and old brown overcoat. He speaks of going back to Beech worth again.' 
Another common crime was the stealing of silver watches. Watches 
were valuable in the seventies, when few men possessed them. In the 
police records these heavy pocket watches were referred to as hunters. 

/J,o~ ~ p~~ 
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Looking north east across 'Littie Eltham' - buildings c.1910 

Police quarters - bluestone two cell lockup - stables 
Landscape - orchards and grazing areas 
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Eltham Police Quarters with lock-up and stables 
Court House beyond extensions in police yard. 
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Eltham Police Quarters with lock-up and stables 
Court House beyond extensions in police yard. 
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Eltham Police Quarters with lock-up and stables 
Court House beyond extensions in police yard. 
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Eltham Police Quarters with lock-up and stables 
Court House beyond extensions in police yard. 
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An unusual view sho,,·ing the Eltham police station and residence with the courthouse beyond. 
From a collection presented to the Society by Heather Jenkins who lived here as a child when her 
father was the local policeman. 
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2. The nature of the court house planning and use of architectural devices make the 
building's function easily interpreted. The arran ement of rooms, with ublic ent and 
clerical rooms to the rear, and the use of raised floor levels throughout these spaces 

• to signify relative rank is easily perceived. The distinction in entries, public, magistrate 
cJ.nd person-in-custody, and the existing court furniture enhances appreciation of this 
building. 

3. The Eltham Court House, built in 1860, is one of only two intact examples in the 
state of this simple design with projecting entry. 

4: The building is of architectural significance because it retains intact early features. 
These include use of handmade bricks, simple decoration, roof trusses, timber ceiling 
boards, original windows, doors and associated hardware and a collection of court 
furniture. Additions to the court house have been done in a manner which did not 
interfere with the fabric of the original building. 

'Eltham Court House' is scheduled individually on the Heritage Overlay of the Shire 
of Nillumbik Planning Scheme, being HO123 (19 February 2004). 

'Eltham Court Hous_t;' is classified by the National Trust as being of State 
Significance (File number: 83253). 

1.2.2 Eltham Police Residence (former) 
The adjacent Eltham Police Residence (former) is listed on the Victorian Heritage 
Register and is scheduled on the Heritage Overlay of the Shire of illumbik 
Planning Scheme. 

'Former Police Quarters, Eltham' is listed individually on the Victorian Heritage 
Register (VHR number H1539, Online Data Upgrade Project 2003): 

The Former Police Quarters, Eltham are part of a larger police complex designed by the 
Public Works Department and were built by Langridge, Wright and Witney in 1859-60. 
The original single storey residence consisting of five rooms is constructed of brick and 
has a projecting front room and a timber verandah. Subsequent additions have been 
constructed of weatherboards. Following the relocation of police operations in 1952, the 
residence was used as the local office of the Lands Department and more recently as 
offices for the local council's Parks and Environment Section. The original single stall 
brick stables building with loft, built in 1859-60, is located at the rear of the residence but 
has been substantially altered. The original two-cell bluestone lockup was demolished c. 
1950s. The existing detached weatherboard building, located close to the residence, is a 
c. 1980s replica of the original police office which was located in the same position but 
was initially relocated to the rear of the site but subsequently demolished. 

The Former Police Quarters, Eltham is historically and architecturally significant to the 
State of Victoria. 

The Former Police Quarters, Eltham, together with the brick stables, are historically 
significant for their early date of construction. The buildings are important for their 
relationship with the nearby court house which together form an example of an early 
justice precinct. The residence and stables are also important for their association with 
the earliest development of Eltham township. The Former Police Quarters, Eltham is 
architecturally significant as one of the earliest examples of police buildings erected 
throughout Victoria in the mid nineteenth century. The simple detailing and lack of 
ornament are important features as they reflect the building's utilitarian function and 
demonstrate an important period in the development of the Public Works Department. 

'Former police residence & rear stable, Eltham' is scheduled individually on the 
Heritage Overlay of the Shire of Nillumbik Planning Scheme, being HO122 (19 
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VICTORIA POLICE 

HISTORICAL UNIT 
The Victoria Police Historical Unit was set up in 1987 to look after the historical records and 
artefacts of the Victoria Police. It has a staff of tJ,,-e.~who are concerned with providing information 
to the public on police history, cataloguing the collection of material and preserving these records. 
The Unit has also set up a Police Museum which is open to the public. 

Police History 

The Victoria Police was established in 1853 with an initial strength of 875 men. In the years prior 
to this beginning there had been a number of policing groups, including Gold Escorts, Water Police, 
Border Police, Metropolitan Police (in Melbourne) and a Native Police Corp. 

From the very start of the Force, police have been involved in almost every facet of life in Victoria. 
They were at the Eureka Stockade in 1854, searching for the Kelly Gang in 1879/80, and at every 
Royal visit to Victoria. Police have also been involved with local communities in a wide variety of 
ways, from Neighbourhood Watch programs, to crowd control at VFL games, to collecting farming 
statistics in rural areas. 

The history of the Victoria Police contains many episodes of interest, and the use of up to date 
technology is readily apparent The Historical Unit holdings reflect the diversity of work carried out 
by members of the Victoria Police since 1853. 

Records and Artefacts 

The holdings of the Police Historical Unit include the records compiled at police stations around 
Victoria, such as watch house books, occurrence books and other registers, in some cases from the 
earliest days of the Force. The Unit also holds a wide variety of journals, log books and other 
manuscript records relating to most aspects of police work. In addition to these paper records, the 
Unit has a vast collection of police uniforms, equipment and memorabilia of interest to researchers of 
police history as well as a large collection of historical photographs. 

The Historical Unit is able to supply information about former members of the Victoria Police to 
people doing genealogical research or students of police history. Requests should be made in writing 
to: the Manager, Police Historical Unit, P O Box 415, Melbourne, 3005. It is usually possible to 
supply photocopies of ex-members' Record of Conduct and Service sheets. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



VICTORIA POLICE 
.MUSEUM 

Open Monday to Friday, from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm. 

* 

* 

Victoria Police Centre, Concourse Level, 
637 Flinders Street, Melbourne. 

Catering for groups, such as schools, 
societies, 
etc. (Advance bookings for groups 
essential.) 

* Souvenirs and books available for sale. 

EXffiBITS AND DISPLAYS INCLUDE: 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

History of the Victoria Police. 
The changing face of policing 
Police Communication systems 
Policing in the city 
Finger prints 
Uniforms, insignia, badges 
A police motorcycle 
Lots more ... 

For further inquiries and group 
bookings, 
phone (03) 9247 5215 

FREE ADMISSION 
Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 
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A touch of Portofino in Port Melbourne 
The 1865 courthouse has been converted 
into a dining venue, writes Stephen Crafti. 

One could easily be in Portofino, 
Italy when dining at Ciao Cielo 
restaurant and Cia Cucina 
pizzeria. 

The worn, patinated walls and 
diffused lighting create an 
intimate setting. 

However, Ciao Cielo and Cia 
Cucina are considerably closer to 
home, located on the corner of Bay 
and Graham streets in Port 
Melbourne. 

Perhaps one of the connections 
to Portofino is the age of this 
building, circa 1860, originally 
designed by the eminent architect 
John J. Clark as a courthouse. 

Since its days as a courthouse 
and adjacent holding cells, it's 
been occupied as government 
offices, an Anglican church, a plant 
nursery and a restaurant. 

"The building had become fairly 
run down with all the different 
changes, including some fairly 
mappropriate alterations in the 
1980s," says architect David 
Wagner, co-director of Atelier 
Wagner, who worked closely with 
his life and business partner, 
architect Jacqui Wagner. 

"Clark's legacy can be seen 
across Melbourne, including the 
Old Treasury Building, the Royal 

l Mint and the Melbourne Baths," 
j adds Jacqui. 
j Atelier Wagner has worked on a 
l number of heritage buildings and 
j was conscious of touching this 
j heritage-listed building as lightly 
l as possible. 

restaurateurs Kate Dickens and 
her husband and chef at Ciao Cielo, 
Bryan Nelson, who were moving 
from their restaurant in a 
traditional shopfront only metres 
away. 

"Kate and Bryan were also on 
l the same page about retaining the 
j building's original fabric, allowing 
j its history to be clearly read," says 
j Jacqui. 
l While the finely crafted 
j Renaissance Revival building with 

its distinctive polychromatic 
brickwork and arched corbelling is 
expressed on this prominent 
corner site, the rudimentary 
adjacent kitchen and lean-to was 
completely removed. 

. "The size of that kitchen wasn't 
[ going to be able to fully service the 
[ restaurant and the pizzeria," says 
\ David, who created an L-shaped 
l wing around the original 
i courthouse building, clad in black 
j steel mini-orb. 

Eltbam District Historical Society (elthamhistory erg .au) 

However, Clark's legacy has 
been fully retained, comprising the 
formal dining area and a more 
intimate dining room, formerly a 
room where the judge would 
reflect on the facts before making a 
decision. Everything here has been 
touched lightly, from the moment 
guests arrive through the front 
vestibule. Although a new steel and 
glass door has been inserted, the 
original timber door behind this 
glass has been retained. 

So have the original timber 
floors along with the highly 
cracked plaster walls, the latter 
forming a rich patina and, 
importantly, an authentic reading 
of the building's history. 

"Obviously, we needed to ensure 
everything was stable, while being 
mindful ofrespecting the fabric," 
says David, who enjoys seeing the 
diffused light come through the 
arched timber windows, the latter 
fortunately being relatively intact. 

And rather than replace the 
overmantle on the fireplace, it's 
been left as a black hole in the wall 
(still functional) and complementing 
the interior's slightly sooty and 
distressed interior. 

The private dining area is as 
lightly touched, with sheer black 
curtains wrapping the space to 
allow for the silhouette of the 
original windows to be visible. 

Atelier Wagner also wrapped 

The architects have touched the 
heritage-listed building as lightly as 
possible. Photos: Kevin Li. 

the pendant light in black gauze to 
add to this ethereal quality. 

However, in contrast to Ciao 
Cielo, the pizzeria, Cia Cucina -
accessed from Graham Street, is 
bright and breezy, with generous 
skylights creating a more Italian 
daytime experience. Polished 
concrete floors, white glazed tiles 
and steel portals to accommodate 
wood for the pizza oven create a 
more informal ambience. 

While the courthouse is no 
longer, the building itself remains 
an important legacy to J.J. Clark 
as he is often referred to. 

Diners who come to Ciao Cielo 
can now enjoy Italian fare and the 
thoughtfulness of this recent 
architectural project from Atelier 
Wagner. 
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Eltham, 730 Main Road - proposed new toilet facilities 
From: Jim Connor (jimcl@bigpond.net.au) 
Sent: Thursday, 10 January W§..3:36:55 AM 
To: Stuart Caldwell (Stuart.Caldwell@nillumbik.vic.gov.au) 
Cc: Bronnie Hattam (Bronnie.Hattam@nillumbik.vic.gov.au) ; Greg Johnson 

(Greg.Johnson@nillumbik.vic.gov.au) 

Thank you Stuart for your response to my earlier email . 

As discussed today I am aware of the planning and building process, 
however there is little opportunity to have input into the building 
permit process once a planning permit is issued . In this instance I 
have therefore used the planning stage to encourage Council to ensure 
that this proposed facility and the path/ramp access to it are 
designed and constructed to ensure appropriate access, as per 
relevant standards, is available for all users. I believe that 
independent access advice would assist Council in achieving this 
outcome. The buildings at 728 and 730 Main Road are regularly visited 
by many older persons and people with disabilities, including those 
with mobility impairments. 

Please contact me if I can assist further . 

regards 

Jim Connor 

On 10/01/2008, at 1:28 PM , Stuart Caldwell wrote : 

Jim, 

Your email below to Cliff copied to Bronnie and Greg made its way to 
me as I have responsibility for both Planning and Building. 

The issues which you have raised in respect of compliance with 
AS1428 .1 are matters of detail which aren't considered through the 
PLANNING permit process. However it is a specific requirement of the 
BUILDING permit process that the toilets be compliant with AS1428 .1. 
It is usually the case that Council's Building Surveyors assess/issue 
the building permits for Council projects, and as such Council• s 
Building Surveyors will likely make the assessment of compliance with 
AS1428.l for this one. They are currently providing advice to 
Council's Leisure and Community Services group (who are the project 
managers for this project) to ensure that the development will be 
compliant, and will of course make formal assessment when the 
building permit application is lodged with them (usually after the 
planning permit is issued) . 

I further understand that Infrastructure Development, through Canal 
Creedon, will be reviewing the issues which you have identified with 
the existing path leading to the ramp and proposed new toilets. 

I trust that this advice addresses your concerns. 
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Should you desire any further information in respect of this matter 
please call me on 9433 3343 or via return email. · 

Regards, 
Stuart Caldwell 
Manager 
Planning and Building 
Ph : 9433 3343 
Fx: 9433 3366 

From : Jim Connor [jimcl@bigpond.net.au] 
Sent : Friday, 4 January 2008 5 : 23 PM 
To : Cliff Bostock 
Cc : Bronnie Hat tam; Greg Johnson 
Subject: Eltham, 730 Main Road - proposed new toilet facilities 

Hello Cliff 

I recently inspected the planning application details relating to the 
construction of a new toilet block at the rear of the former Court 
House building at 730 Main Road , Eltham. 

While I do not wish to formally object to the construction of this 
much needed facility I would like to ensure that the designated 
accessible toilet, as well as the access to it does in fact comply 
with the relevant Australian Standards , particularly the requirements 
of AS 1428 . 1- 2001, so that it is accessible for all users. Matters 
of interest which are not readily discernible from the application 
plan are the pathway and ramp access and internal dimensions of the 
accessible toilet area, including circulation spaces and height of 
fittings (grabrails, pan, basin, etc.) . 

Unfortunately the ramp and pathway leading to the rear door of this 
former Court House building have not been fully accessible , for 
people with disabilities, since construction of the ramp commenced 
over 12 months ago . I believe this oversight must be rectified prior 
to construction of these proposed toilet facilities . If people cannot 
safely access the pathway and ramp leading to this new toilet then 
potential users or supporting carers may be at risk of injury . 

It is therefore strongly suggested that a professional access 
consultant be involved prior to construction of this toilet to ensure 
all access opportunities are maximized and that the new facility does 
not create access challenges for some users . An Eltham based access 
professional who may be able to assist is Bob Kellow from Disabled 
Access Consultancy at 6 Grey Street, Eltham - Phone 03 9439 2194 
or 0429 439 212 . 

Could you please advise how Council will ensure these new facilities 
will comply with the appropriate requirements . 

regards 

Jim Connor 

9439 5916 
0418 379 497 
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