EDHS_04586 - Eltham Obelisk

The Eltham Obelisk was originally located at the corner of Bridge and Main Roads in 1919. It
commemorated the memory of the Eltham Soldiers who fell in the First World War and
complemented the Eltham Avenue of Honour established in 1917 to those that served.

In 1943 (WW2) the local community commenced plans to establish the Eltham War Memorial, a
living memorial to benefit the children as opposed to a one in stone as per the obelisk. The
Eltham War Memorial Trust was established in 1945.

In 1947 the Trust intended for the Obelisk to be relocated from Bridge Street and Main Road to
the Garden of Remembrance which was planned as part of the Baby Health Centre which was
to be the first of three buildings of the Eltham War Memorial to be built in 1951.

In 1951 the Eltham RSL was invited to be represented on the Eltham War Memorial Trust.

During the period of Jun through October 1956 the original wooden bridge over the Diamond
Creek in Bridge Street was replaced with a new concrete structure. At the same time the
intersection of Bridge Street at Main Road was revised necessitating the relocation of the Eltham
Obelisk. It was ‘temporarily’ relocated to the front garden of the Eltham RSL Sub-Branch on Main
Road for safe keeping.

In 2007, a suggestion was proposed by Harry Gilham (President, EDHS) to John Cohen (ERSL) to
claim a special site along with the historic Shillinglaw trees on the now vacant former Eltham
Shire Office site adjacent to the Eltham War Memorial precinct for relocation of the obelisk.

In 2010 following the financial collapse and sale of the Eltham RSL Sub-Branch property and
amalgamation with the Montmorency Eltham RSL sub-branch, the location of the obelisk was
again in immediate jeopardy and in conjunction with Nillumbik Shire Council, supported by the
RSL, the obelisk was relocated in front of the Eltham War Memorial buildings in preparation for
the Dawn Service on Anzac Day 2012. The new location resulted in significant impact upon the
Eltham War Memorial Garden. Council’s preferred location was near the Eltham Library however
that would have cost $39,000. The Eltham War Memorial Garden was subjected to further
intrusion in 2014 with a proposed expansion of the War Memorial Terrace.
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Newspaper article: Programme - Presentation of German Machine Gun at the Obelisk,
Eltham on Sunday, 8th August 1920, at 3.30 P.M.

Newspaper article: article about presentation of a war trophy, a heavy machine gun
placed beside obelisk, The Advertiser, 13 Aug 1920

Newspaper article: Eltham: ANZAC Services, The Advertiser, Friday, May 2, 1924

. Newspaper article: Eltham War Memorial, The Advertiser, Oct 26, 1928
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Newspaper article: Obelisk honors their memory, Diamond Valley News, March 30,
1971, p11

Newspaper article: Eltham Obelisk of 1919, Harry Gilham, August 2000 as well as draft
submitted dated 22 Aug 2000

Newspaper article: Names renewal, thanks to Barry, Diamond Valley Leader, 18 Apr
2007, p3 with picture featuring Eltham RSL president John Haines and Gwen Rosewall
Handwritten note from Harry Gilham (President EDHS) to John Cohen (ERSL) regarding
history of Eltham RSL site and 1947 newspaper article "Eltham War Memorial Trust
"Garden of Remembrance" referencing relocation of Obelisk to the proposed Garden of
Remembrance at the Baby Health Centre (Eltham War Memorial), 24 December 2000.
Minutes of Eltham RSL and Community Meeting held at 29 Nyora Road, Eltham, 23 June
2010 (Community meeting re closure of Eltham RSL sub-branch and relocation of the
WW1 Obelisk)

Newspaper article: RSL branch has a fight on its hands by Alana Schetzer, Heidelberg &
Valley Weekly, 3 August 2010, p7

Newspaper article: Locals battle state RSL over building, Diamond Valley Leader, 4
August 2010, p7

Newspaper article: Move war memorial: RSL, c. Dec. 2010

Officers' reports, 11.113/10 Relocation of Eltham RSL Cenotaph, Nillumbik Shire
Council Ordinary Meeting, 21 December 2010

Newspaper article: New home for cenotaph; Councillors support proposal for relocation
to Eltham's War Memorial Hall, Diamond Valley Leader, 12 January 2011

Newspaper article: CFA hot for RSL site; MP presses for 'fast-track' purchase, Diamond
Valley Leader, 23 February 2011, p1

Email Correspondence: EDHS President to NSC General Manager Community and
Leisure re RSL Obelisk (Cenotaph) proposed relocation, 24 May 2011

Officers' reports, OCM.091/11 Interim Relocation site for the Eltham Cenotaph,
Nillumbik Shire Council Ordinary Meeting, 23 August 2011

Newspaper article: New home for cenotaph delights war veterans, Diamond Valley
Leader, 31 August 2011, p9

Newsletter Extract: Eltham RSL and War Memorial, EDHS Newsletter 14 Sep 2011
Officers' reports, OCM.004/121 Interim Relocation of the Eltham Cenotaph, Nillumbik
Shire Council Ordinary Meeting, 31 January 2012 (includes Funding agreement between
NSC and Montmorency-Eltham RSL Sub-branch Inc)

Newspaper article: Memorial move lags, Diamond Valley Leader, 1 February 2012

Site history of Obelisk and Wall Memorial Hall, Montmorency-Eltham RSL, March 2012
draft

Open Letter to the Residents of ELTHAM and MONTMORENCY [And their Surrounding
Districts]; Montmorency-Eltham RSL, 19 March 2012 (including drafts)

. Newspaper advertisement: Open letter to the residents of Eltham and Montmorency,

Montmorency Eltham RSL, Diamond Valley News, 21 March 2012
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Newspaper advertisement: Open letter to the residents of Eltham and Montmorency,
Montmorency Eltham RSL, Banyule & Nillumbik Weekly, 27 March 2012, p7

Newspaper article: New dawn for tribute, Diamond Valley Leader ca April 2012

Email (Copy): Alex Smith (MERSL Ast. Sec.) advising that contractor (Malcorp) will
relocate obelisk Monday, April 2, 2012

Newspaper article: Memorial Moved, Banyule/Nillumbik Weekly, 10 April 2012
Newspaper article: Eltham cenotaph move goes 'like clockwork’, Diamond Valley
Leader, 11 April 2012

Newspaper photo: Veterans (l-r) Alan Field, Max Lowerson and John Cohen will join piper
David Cretney to commemorate fallen Diggers, 2012 (standing beside relocated obelisk
in front of the Eltham War Memorial complex), c. 11 April 2012

Advertisement, Program for Eltham Dawn Service, Diamond Valley Leader, April 2012
Program for Montmorency Anzac Day March 2012 (incomplete, some pages duplicated,
some pages upside down).

Newspaper article: RSL site nets $1.8m, Diamond Valley Leader, 9 May 2012
OCM.076/13 Amendment C84 Eltham Cenotaph; 11. Officer's reports, Ordinary Meeting
of Council Agenda, 25 June 2013, pp42-44 and Attachment; Amendment C84 Eltham
Cenotaph; Citation - Eltham War Memorial (4 pages)

Newspaper article: Council seeks to protect cenotaph, Diamond Valley Leader,
Wednesday, July 3, 2013, p5

Newspaper article: Future safe for war memorial, Diamond Valley Leader, Wednesday,
November 13, 2013, p5

Handwritten notes in pencil (2 pages) by Harry Gilham, Items form the Eltham and
Whittlesea Shires The Advertiser newspaper 7 June 1918 - 1919 providing a summary of
the formation of the Peace Celebration Committee leading to the establishment of the
Avenue of Honour and the Eltham Obelisk and seeking information in lead up to WW1
Centenary, 2013

Newspaper article: Memories of our heroes, Diamond Valley Leader, 25 Apr 2018 — also
Veteran saluted, featuring article on Army veteran, Glen Ferrarotto.
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