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EDHS_04586 - Eltham Obelisk 
The Eltham Obelisk was originally located at the corner of Bridge and Main Roads in 1919. It 
commemorated the memory of the Eltham Soldiers who fell in the First World War and 
complemented the Eltham Avenue of Honour established in 1917 to those that served. 

In 1943 (WW2) the local community commenced plans to establish the Eltham War Memorial, a 
living memorial to benefit the children as opposed to a one in stone as per the obelisk. The 
Eltham War Memorial Trust was established in 1945.  

In 1947 the Trust intended for the Obelisk to be relocated from Bridge Street and Main Road to 
the Garden of Remembrance which was planned as part of the Baby Health Centre which was 
to be the first of three buildings of the Eltham War Memorial to be built in 1951. 

In 1951 the Eltham RSL was invited to be represented on the Eltham War Memorial Trust.  

During the period of Jun through October 1956 the original wooden bridge over the Diamond 
Creek in Bridge Street was replaced with a new concrete structure. At the same time the 
intersection of Bridge Street at Main Road was revised necessitating the relocation of the Eltham 
Obelisk. It was ‘temporarily’ relocated to the front garden of the Eltham RSL Sub-Branch on Main 
Road for safe keeping. 

In 2007, a suggestion was proposed by Harry Gilham (President, EDHS) to John Cohen (ERSL) to 
claim a special site along with the historic Shillinglaw trees on the now vacant former Eltham 
Shire Office site adjacent to the Eltham War Memorial precinct for relocation of the obelisk. 

In 2010 following the financial collapse and sale of the Eltham RSL Sub-Branch property and 
amalgamation with the Montmorency Eltham RSL sub-branch, the location of the obelisk was 
again in immediate jeopardy and in conjunction with Nillumbik Shire Council, supported by the 
RSL, the obelisk was relocated in front of the Eltham War Memorial buildings in preparation for 
the Dawn Service on Anzac Day 2012. The new location resulted in significant impact upon the 
Eltham War Memorial Garden. Council’s preferred location was near the Eltham Library however 
that would have cost $39,000. The Eltham War Memorial Garden was subjected to further 
intrusion in 2014 with a proposed expansion of the War Memorial Terrace. 
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