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EDHS_02184 – FOLDER: Wellers of Kangaroo Ground 

Vertical File Contents: 

1. Article: History of Wellers Restaurant by Sandra Cahir, revised 2017. 7 pages 
2. Article: Weller’s Hotel of Kangaroo Ground (final draft) by Jim Allan, 1 June 2017, including 

feedback email from Sandra Cahir (7 May 2017). 
3. Printout of online image - Kangaroo Ground landholders from 1841, Kangaroo Ground 

Presbyterian Church. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://kgpc.pcvic.org.au/images/history_images/Kangaroo-Ground-landholders.jpg 

4. Folder of printouts of historical newspaper articles referencing the hotel 1866-1911 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/list/163201 

5. Printouts (various versions) from Victorian Heritage Database (National Trust and Nillumbik 
Shire) https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/ 

6. Collection of research notes, copies of records from various publications including EDHS 
Chronology of Events and Kangaroo Ground: The Highland Taken by Mick Woiwod, pp90, 
180-181 (EDHS_01618). 

7. Report: Request for ministerial amendment to use the property as a restaurant, includes 
existing conditions and plan for development, 1 November 1984 

8. Papers donated by Diana and Peter Bassett-Smith including: 
a. Photocopy of Weller’s Hotel, Licensee M. Weller 
b. Letter: Shire of Eltham to Office of the Secretary for Planning and Environment, 23 

Feb 1984 - Information regarding inclusion of Wellers Hotel into the Historic 
Buildings Register 

c. Letter: Historic Buildings Council letter to Peter Bassett-Smith seeking historical 
information on Wellers Hotel, 10 Jan 1985 

d. Memo: Peter Bassett-Smith to Robert N. Hendrey on history of Wellers Hotel, 28 Jan 
1985 - Includes extract of information about Mary Weller, Dept. of Crown Lands and 
Survey Map NILLUMBIK showing properties of John Weller and E. Weller and a 
Diamond Valley News article from 10 April 1973, p11, "Eltham on old coach route" 

9. Information about the Weller family including family trees from various sources 
a. Edward Weller, Pioneer Families in Victoria, http://mepnab.netau.net/w/w09.html, 

1 Jan 2017 (link broken) 
b. The WELLER family tree. (2017, January 1), 2 pages. Retrieved from 

https://www.weller.org.uk/cgi-bin/FamilyTree/ShowFamily.pl? and 27 pages 
Retrieved from https://www.weller.org.uk/cgi-
bin/FamilyTree/ShowFamily.pl?ListAllPeople=A 

c. Edward WELLER on the WELLER family tree. (2017, January 1), 1 page. Retrieved 
from https://www.weller.org.uk/cgi-bin/FamilyTree/ShowFamily.pl?PersonID=516 

d. Photograph (print copy), believed to be Edward Weller, 1836-1883 
e. Photograph (print copy), Gravestone of Weller family at Kangaroo Cemetery 
f. Wellers of Kangaroo Ground, 1 page, possibly from History, 

http://www.wellers.com.au (broken) c.2016 
g. Edward and Mary Weller miscellaneous biographical research notes (by Jim Allen?) 

including from Ancestry.com, and extracts from Chappel file (EDHS_04448) with 
relevant names highlighted 

h. Information about the Vernon Pitman family from Ancestry.com 
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10. Newspaper articles: 
a. Cobb & Co called here by Marguerite Marshall; Diamond Valley News, May 4, 1982, 

p2 
b. Rich is history, 30 August 1983 (very similar to previous article) 
c. Weller’s Pub - restaurant, craft store or art gallery? Diamond Valley News,  October 

22, 1985, p3 
d. Despite years of neglect a magical charm lies waiting, Diamond Valley News, 

October 29, 1985 
e. Old pub fate still in doubt, Diamond Valley News, (?) 29 October 1985 
f. Renovated Weller’s Pub to begin its new stage of life, DVN 26 January 1988 
g. Wellers Restaurant, Lynne Hillier, Network, October 1988, p14 
h. Revolution at Wellers, Nillumbik Mail, December 20, 2000 
i. Wellers brings on good times, Valley Weekly, June 22, 2005 
j. Dine in with ideal outlook, Valley News, 10 August 2005 
k. Advertisement: Wellers of Kangaroo Ground, Enjoy lunch, afternoon tea and dinner 

at Wellers from Tuesday to Sunday, Valley Weekly, Wednesday, August 31, 2005 
l. Advertisement: Wellers of Kangaroo Ground, Appearing live; Normie Rowe Fri 24 

Feb, Diamond Valley Leader February 22, 2006, p11 
m. Advertisement: Wellers of Kangaroo Ground, Lunch Special, Diamond Valley Leader 

March 27, 2010 
n. Braithwaite abounds to Kangaroo Ground, Gig Guide, The Age, Friday, October 8, 

2010, p14 
o. History up for grabs, Diamond Valley Leader, March 28, 2012 
p. Advertisement: Wellers Restaurant, Freehold only for sale, Morrison Kleeman, 

Diamond Valley Leader, March 28, 2012 
q. Restaurant’s crash course, Megan Bailey, Diamond Valley Leader, January 1, 2014, 

p3. Also accessible online - Staff praised after car crashes through Kangaroo Ground 
eatery. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/north/staff-praised-after-car-crashes-
through-kangaroo-ground-eatery/news-
story/021c896a1ab6d76bd6b73f2e57dc1854 

r. Eatery set for revival, Brittany Shanahan, Diamond Valley Leader 15 February 2017; 
Also, online as Much-loved Wellers of Kangaroo Ground to be relaunched as Italian 
restaurant Fondata 1872. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://www.heraldsun.com.au/leader/north/muchloved-wellers-in-kangaroo-
ground-to-be-relaunched-as-italian-restaurant-fondata-1872/news-
story/665777fb347584ef483867ae2b536a8f 

s. Fondata 1872 proves a big hit with food, Diamond Valley Leader 3 May 2017, p3 
11. Wellers of Kangaroo Restaurant Bar Entertainment Functions, tri-fold brochure promotional 

brochure 
12. Website Printout: Wellers Restaurant, Live Guide, (2017, January 5). Retrieved from 

http://www.liveguide.com.au/Restaurants_Bars/VIC/Kangaroo_Ground/Food_Styles/3... 
13.  Website Printout: Wellers of Kangaroo Ground, Only Melbourne (2017, January 30). 

Retrieved from http://www.onlymelbourne.com.au/wellers-of-kangaroo-ground 
14. Printouts from Fondata 1872 website and Facebook page including colour photograph of 

sign in front and business card (2017).  
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Related EDHS Collection items 

• Wellers Hotel of Kangaroo Ground by Jim Allen, Part 1, Newsletter No. 235, Eltham District 
Historical Society, August 2017. Retrieved from 
https://elthamhistory.files.wordpress.com/2017/08/edhs-nl-235-aug-2017.pdf 

• Wellers Hotel of Kangaroo Ground by Jim Allen, Part 2, Newsletter No. 236, Eltham District 
Historical Society, October 2017. Retrieved from 
https://elthamhistory.files.wordpress.com/2017/10/edhs-nl-236-oct-2017.pdf 

• EDHS_03997 - Slide, Wellers Hotel, Pitmans Corner, Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.1975 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5e59e36221ea671798ac40eb 

• EDHS_03998 - Slide, Wellers Hotel, Pitmans Corner, Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.1975 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5e59e39e21ea671798ac9c27 

• EDHS_03999 - Slide, Wellers Hotel, Pitmans Corner, Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.1975 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5e59e3c721ea671798acd2ef 

• EDHS_04000 - Slide, Wellers Hotel, Pitmans Corner, Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.1975 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5e59e3e021ea671798acfd68 

• EDHS_04066-18 - Photograph, Wellers Restaurant, Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.Mar. 1989 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/610f4dafa346aadcee7ac79c 

• EDHS_04041-26 - Photograph, Wellers Restaurant, 150 Eltham-Yarra Glen Road, Kangaroo 
Ground, c.May 1988 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/610e2f4a7d65e7c945a35e69 

• EDHS_04437 – Newsclipping, Renovated Weller's Pub to begin its new stage of life by Linley 
Hartley, Diamond Valley News, 26 January 1988 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5de4913921ea6710a46a85c7 

• EDHS_04438 - Newsclipping, Wellers Restaurant by Lynne Hillier, Network, October 1988, 
p14 https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5de4916f21ea6710a46aea0f 

• ArtStreams magazine (from Volume 9, 2004) ‘partnered' with Wellers in promoting and 
supporting the arts and culture. Various advertisements throughout, particular with live 
performance acts. Numerous references throughout to art and music performances on site. 

• Stephen Cummings and Joe Camilleri at Wellers Kangaroo Ground, ArtStreams, Vol. 9, No. 4, 
Sep/Oct 2004, p17 
EDHS_04406 - Journal, ArtStreams: Whittlesea, Banyule, Darebin, Manningham, Nillumbik, 
Yarra; Vol. 9, No. 4, Sep-Oct 2004 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5bcc086021ea6804a82a92a9 

• Daryl Braithwaite rocks up at Wellers, Fiona Sievers, ArtStreams, Vol.10 No.2, 2005, pp6-7 
EDHS_04409 - Journal, ArtStreams: Vol. 10, No. 2, 2005 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/60f5416ab06f0c13a9419541 

• Ephemeral Sculpture by Peter Dougherty, ArtStreams, Vol.10 No.3, 2005, pp7-9. About 
sculptures created in or on the grounds of culinary establishments throughout the Shire. - 
Denise Keele-Bedford constructed ‘Ou Well’ at Wellers Restaurant and Vicky Shukuroglou, 
also at Wellers set up cotton banners printed and painted with natural dyes from onion 
skins, spinach, radish beetroot, turmeric and charcoal. 
EDHS_04410 - Journal, ArtStreams: Vol. 10, No. 3, 2005 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/60f5436db06f0c13a941ae19 

• Music at Wellers Restaurant, ArtStreams, Vol.10 No.4, 2005, p23 
EDHS_04411 - Journal, ArtStreams: Vol. 10, No. 4, 2005 
https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/60f543e4b06f0c13a941b059 
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• Weller’s Pub, Diamond Valley sketchbook / text by Brian McKinlay ; drawings by Graham 
Hawley, 1973, pp42-43 
EDHS_00856 - https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/590852edd0ce7b14e8177da3 

• Gold Field Coaches Stopped Here, Nillumbik now and then / Marguerite Marshall; 
photographs Alan King with Marguerite Marshall, 2008, pp86-87 
EDHS_00977 - https://victoriancollections.net.au/items/5935f315d0cdd42c80f9cc52 

External Links: 

• Historic Kangaroo Ground venue comes up for rare sale. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://www.smh.com.au/business/companies/historic-kangaroo-ground-venue-comes-up-
for-rare-sale-20120325-1vshw.html 

• Wellers, Kangaroo Ground property sold with leaseback. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://www.urban.com.au/expert-insights/investing/37735-wellers-kangaroo-ground-
property-sold-with-leaseback 

• Wellers, Kangaroo Ground | With Mark Seymour, at one of his …. (2022, June 29). Retrieved 
from https://www.flickr.com/photos/robertmilesdesign/4564390893/ 

• 2016 Notice of proposed deregistration 
WELLERS OF KANGAROO GROUND PTY LTD 124 435 409. (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://publishednotices.asic.gov.au/browsesearch-notices/notice-details/WELLERS-OF-
KANGAROO-GROUND-PTY-LTD-124435409/35d43b89-159a-4435-963f-daec688a61ca 

• Search results for: Websites (archived). (2022, June 29). Retrieved from 
https://trove.nla.gov.au/search/category/websites?keyword=%22wellers%20restaurant%22 
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