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UNDER THE ·· TRANSFER OF LAND ACT"" 

THE PRESIDENT COUNCILLORS AND R.ATEP.AE~ OF THE SHIR1: OF ELTHAM is now the 

p'C'oprietor of an estate in fee sim?le subject to the encumbrances notified. 

hereund.:?r :in ALL 't'RAT ?iece of land delineate a and coloured red on the map in 

the margin containing Two acres Seven perch~s and two tenths of a pe~ch or 

thereabouts being part of Cr9w:i Portion 13 section 4 Parish of Nillumbik -

DATED the 5th day of February 1963 

~'ASURfMfNU ABE IN feFTANQ bcHF:S 
Eltt.am DIWlct Hls10flcal Society (ellharnhis1ory.0<g.at1) 

ENCUMBRANCES REFERRED TO 

Der:i ved from Vol . 2960 ~ol. 950 
BSSl 786 

L 



REGISTER BOOK 

VOL. 8 S 7 9 FOL. 2 S 3 

UNDER THE "TRANSFER OF LAND ACT" 

ELTHAM WAR MEMORIAL TRUST the Office of which is at the Shire Offices 

Eltham is the proprietor of an e_state in fee simple subject to the - - - -

encumbrance s n o tified hereunder in ALL THAT piece of land coloured on the -

map hereon being Lot 2 on Plan of Subdivision No . 63242 Parish of Nillumbik 

Issued under Regulation 12 on the approval of the above Plan of Subdivision 

HENRY STREET 

DERIVED FROM VOL. 7073 FOL.498 
18/5/' 64. 

--- ·---- - ~id.llislil[U:aLS'lCiety /elthamhistory.org.au) 

Assistant Registrar of Titles 

ENCUMBRANCES REFERRED TO 

As to any land coloured blue--

ANY EASEMENTS irr.plied under---

Q 
'< 
0 
tr 

Section 98 of the Transfer 

of Land Act -
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Extensions to shire offices will benefit all 
BUILDING exten­
sions and other im­
proVement.s being un­
dertaken at the 
Eltham Shire offices 
will significantly im­
prove public a.cces.s to 
services and alleviate 
overcrowded condi­
tions for shire staff. 

The Shlre President, 
Cr Mary Grant, said the 
improvements were "the 
flrst maJor work done t.o 
the building since it was 
built." 

"The building was 
never actually finished 
because there was not 
enough funds at the 
time. Aft.erwa.rd.s, other 
priorities always took 
precedent," she said. 

The shire offices were 
brought t.o their present 
stat.e of completion about 

"' 20 years ago. Pa.rt of the 
rear structure of the 
building remained with­
out walls and floors on 
two levels. This supports 
an upper level of office 
spa<e. 

Growth of council ser• 
vices and staff numbers 
in the pa.'!t IO years has 
created the need for the 
building works. Every 
nook and cranny ls now 
now being used and work 

EL THAM Shire chief executive officer Rodney Ros:h:~: ~~J:5ngech~~~n:~:r:.ngineer Geoff Snow examine plans for extensions ~r:n_~~m~~ extremely 

-;;;~~;;;;;;;;~-;,j.;;;;;;;;jjjp~IJ'g,_,.;~~~~~~~g,_,.;~~(r~~~~~9fl Thechiefexecutiveof-1 P""'..,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,....,...,...,....,....,....,...,....,.."§ *FREE MAKING ~hOuo~~1:.?1~-~:ol 

~~ ¥0GA ~~ to the point where plan-

OU~LITY ~..-ST SERVICE - euOOET PfllCES 
* ALMOST 1000 l"'J FRAMES * 

TO CHOOSE FROM 
DO WE HAI/[ THE LARGEST RANGE IN THE 

EASTERN SUBURBS? 
WHY NOT COME !NANO SEE FOR 

YOURSELF? 
LCM' PRICED CONTACT LENSES 

GENUINE QUALITY. GENUINE LOW PRICES 

BORONIA: 218 Oom,I Rd, 7622252 
CROYDON NTH: 15 h~er 11.d, 72fi ~043 
RINGWOOO: 2( Melbourne St 870 6054 

BURWOOO EAST: Shopping Ctnlre. CRr Micldlebo<ouoh Rd 
,!,8urwoodltwy,Shop14.2ll826!11 

NCM'ATHEAlESVILLE 
310 MAROONDAH HWV (059) 62 3676 

ON CURTAINS ning =d building fil~ 
I< I< @ arest.oredlntheairlock i New beginners class starting i to them= toilets:· 

!ii 16th July at Macleod Primary School. ~ 1 Wl.~tj a;~C:~r ~ 15 m~~u;~= I Ring Mark on ~ ~~- the building." he 

~ A.H. 459 7760 for further det~ 5 "When th, building 

"".l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'.l'l".l'.l'l'l.l'l".l'.l'I"~ ~ ~tofg:!~ie~i:! 
rl".l'l"l".l'.l'.l'l.l'.l'.l'.l'.1'.l'l"l".1'1 ~~~~s. Now we have 

I Do you want to lose weight I o~=~nw~!~!1~~ 

§ and keep it off? !ii f:~!Zy~,:~e~~i~~a~ 
~ Th~sands ?I people are doing just that ~ cy exists. 
~ with these mternat1ona1ty used HER~LIFE products § "It's affecting the pub-

§ ;;:,SaF~~;~c~~~~~~~ I g~ :id.uch as the staff," I lnfOJmation contact Alison 8501679 anytime ! by Peter Russo Cr Grant said the 

ir:;,....,...,....,....,....,..,....,.~..,....,....,...,.2,.1~ ~;w::ic.:-~:r~ :Yf:c5r0e~~~5r!re::i~j~ 
:r~'1~~~~ improvements. 
mentnat)'!ll~payfctlhem..; ''The departments 

1131 a4orll 10 ~ them with most public access 
We ~ 11 made lo meas1R will have good counter 

T=,==~~- ~~~cm~;~~~~: 
::£~!1t?i: ~~1~~a1~':1)!~:. r:~ 

IUlS said."We are trying t.o 

COLONY CURTAINS f~~cl ~~~:~f:~~ 
BLACKBURN er access for the public," 

877 3033 A new meeting room 
EAST IVANH0E and two interview rooms 
49 5581 will be created by the 

BENTLEIGH ~~ti't!e~t.e<:i~p:r!1~! 
557 2424 convenient public access 

to the back of the build-

DIRECT FROM MANUFACTURER 

WILDWOOD PROUDLY 
AUSTRALIAN 

SPECIALJSr IN CH/LOREN'S ANO TEENAGE FURNrrURE 

15% to 20% off 
DRAWERS 
BOOKCASES 
BEDS 
CUPBOARDS 
BED HEADS 

Some full suites 
available 

WERE NOW 
$662 $563 
$1048 $891 
$861 $786 
$623 $530 
$581 $494 

SAVE MORE IF YOU PICK-UP YOURSELF 
16 Mologa Rd, W. Heidelberg 1288 Centre Road, Clayton 
4593636 5441871 

Showroom Hours 
Mon-Thurs 10·5 pm Fn 10 9 pm, Sat 9 12 

. Showroom Hours 
Mon Thurs 10 4 30 pm, Fn 10 9 pm Sat 9 12 

Eltham District Historical Society {elthamhistory.org .au; 

I By FAB CALAFURI 

ing where community 
services staff will be 
housed. 

The renovations will 
creat.e space for some 
community services staff 
currently not accommo­
dated within the build­
ing. This would Include 
the shire recreation offi­
cer now at the leisure 
centre in Brougham. 

Temporary arrange• 

~~~ w~~ ~~~pie~ 
tn Oct.ober. These will set 
by-laws officers shlfted 
to council property ii). 
Dudley St and then re­
turning to the main 
offices. 

The Dudley St officeL 
have been previously 
cupiecl by the council 
three youth services o 
cer~. They will now sha 
new office buildings wl 
staff from the Commun 
ty Youth Employme 
SCheme. 

Total cost of add! tio 
and renovations wit 
amount to $250,000. Pa 
of this will come from 
council reserve fun~ 
whlch have incre~ 
significantly in the 18..'!t 
three or four years t.o 
reach nearly $2 million. 

The amount ot 
$100,000 from the re-­
serves will be added to 
existing loans t.o com• 
plete the building work&. 
The healthy reserves 
contra.st strongly with 
the situation some years 
ago in Eltham shire. 

"In 1974 and for many 
years after that the 
council had virtually no 
reserves and could not 
even replace a tractor 1n 
an emergency," Mr 
Roscholler said. 

"The significant im­
provement Is attribut­
able to council officers 
urging and council ac­
cepting the need for long 
t.erm financial strength." 

Council reserves are 
made up of allocations 
for plant equlpmeqt. 
building, garbage dispos• 
al. resort and recreation, 
long-service leave a cl 
general contingencies. 

Council operated o a 
deficit between 1974 a d 
1979. 

"High interest ra 
since September last 
year have contributed t.o 
the council's strong fi­
nancial position:· Cr 
Grant. 

"We have invested 
wisely and earned a lot of 
interest. 

t~~~~ ~ntl~en~!'i1J":i 
management of the fi. 
nance department and 
councillors." said Cr 
Grant. 



Residents rally 
tosaveda111 

IT might be polluted 
and a little unkempt, 
but resident.s of Napi­
er St, Montmorency, 
are determined to save 
their local dam. 

Following calls by 
some residents for the 
dam to be filled in, others 
have rallied in support of 
what they say 1s an im­
port.ant recreation spot 
and a haven for water 
birds. 

Peck's Dam, which di­
vides Napier St in half, is 
also regarded as having 
some hist.orical signifi­
cance. Until the 1920s it 
serviced a large farm, 
now the site of several 
hundred suburban 
\'i.omes. 

Residents in the area 
who regard the dam as 

~- iii,n environmental and 
recreational asset have 

11(ormed the Friends of 
.,Peck's Dam to lobby for 
iIB preservation. 

I By HELEN GILLMAN 

They say that resi­
dents who feel the dam 
presents a safety hazard 
to their children are a 
minority. 

"For many years fam­
ilies living close to the 
dam have safely raised 
young children by exe~ 
clsing careful supervi­
sion, to see them enjoy­
ing yabbying, fishing 
and playing at the dam 
in their later years," said 
one resident, Mrs Judy 
Dodds. 

Mrs Dodds said 64 resi­
dents had signed a peti­
tion calling for the pres­
ervation of the dam. 

In response to sugges­
tions that the area 
should be developed as a 
formal recreation area 
and fenced off, the resi­
dents have also peti­
tioned for the dam to be 
left substantially as it is. 

SAVE 
PECK~~ 
lf5ftJR 1 1he61RDS. -. 

play equipment and rail­
way sleeper sea.ts could 
also Improve the area. 

Council had also 
looked at establlshing a 
walkway from the dam 
through the Quinn E.sta­
t.e to Olympic Ave and 
Belmont Dve, she said. 

Another resident, Mr 
Ian Endersby, who is 
president of the Mont­
morency Field Natural­
ists Club, has produced a 
report on the fauna of 

~~· ~~·sr~f~e:i!11 r:rr;; 
"'-::.~"".T ... ~· =i:-fu~dfth~nfly 

Eltham's Cr Diane "Once its equilibrium 
Appleford said the c.oun- becomes re-established 
ell was looking at ways to after any restoration dis­
improve the area, but did turbances, It would be­
not want to see the dam come a valuable refer­
filled or subjected to any ence area for the 
maJor redevelopment. freshwater flora and fau­

"The dam area is beau- na of the area," Mr 
~!:ef0itt~~I~~,!~~ Endersby said. 

•--••••••••••••••1, ~P~tt;~e~~~ ti~~:,~f~~~~= 
f MADE.TO MEASURE 11 : 1t~~~;~lia£~n31g! ~~~~t=~d~~=: Q I t donetocleanltup," inprovidinganadequate 

Ua I Y I She said the council studyareaforthebiology 

, I ~d1::~r~h~~~~t;o~ ~~~!:.-~ from local 
I the dam and could con-

F■ I sidercleaningupthewa- Residents will hold a 1rescreens ter and surrounding working bee on August I arg· Appleford said "en- ~~ f~::1 a~ ~d %:~~ 
& Fenders ! ·'-clb-viro_=,•:.tall,:;y;;;;;;~~='"=""=~=:~=b:=:=:=:K='==m=. ,--' 

wrought iron and brass I 10 s:,~,mRCIIE IQUIPMfR~~?,159 

fireside accessories I ~6~N~tEL~J ~1~~1~E~t:fE i~~~ 
FIRE TOOLS, GRATES, DOOR KNOCK- I eoPEN IATEFRIDAYNIGHT 

ERS, sR:~i ~~~EiR~6tD~~lER BOX I I RA~~1~~~':~e~~N~~~J~~t,~~~, 
GLENVIEW FIRESIDE I 

DECOR ■ 

88BELLST 458 2086 I 
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PETER A. WOOD 
AASA CPA (Taxation) 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT 
TAXATION CONSULTANT 

3 KALLAY COURT, ROSANNA 3084 
459 5508 (ANYTIME) 

RESERVOIR & PRESTON 
OPTICAL & HEARING CENTRE 

(ESTABLISHED 22 YEARS) 
e OPTICAL PRESCRIPTION DISPENSERS 
e CONTACT LENSES - SAFETY LENSES 
e IMMEDIATE REPAIR ANO ADJUSTMENT SERVICE 

WITHOUT CHARGE, CARRIED OUT IN OUR FULLY 
EQUIPPED LABORATORY 

J. D. LARMER 
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES 

HEARING EXAMINATIONS 
HEARING AIDS 

J.C. MILHINCH, B.A. DIP. AUD., AUDIOLOGIST 

301 BROADWAY, RESERVOIR (oppose, staliool 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 9 am-5.45 pm; FRIDAY 9 am-9 pm 

4609133 
PHONE FOR APPOINTMENTS 

SCREENS 

$20 .... 
Mea$unld & f',tte(t 

Ph1435374' 

LEATHER LOUNGE 
SUITES ·······················"'"' FROM 

Mon-Thurs 8-5.30 pm 
Fri 8-8.30 pm Sat 9-1 pm 

SUPREME UPHOLSTERY 26F~~~~~~ lve 467 7368 
BUN000RA 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory.org.au 

• TAXATION RETURNS • INSOLVENCY ADVICE 
• BUSINESS RECONSTRUCTIONS • BUDGETING AND CASH FLOWS 
• FINANCIAL ADVICE • MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTING . 
• CREDIT MANAGEMENT • TAX CHANGES - FRINGE BENEFITS TAX 

CAPITAL GAINS TAX 
SUBSTANTION RULES 

Should you require assistance in any of these areas, please contact either 
Paul Pattison or Graham Clark. 

All enquiries will be trealed in the strictest confidence. 
Publications available on request (FREEi: 

• Types of Insolvency Administrations 
• Creditors Rights at a Meeting of Creditors and their Role on a Committee 

of Inspection. 

CLARK, PATTISON & ASSOCIATES 
Certified Practising Accountants 

Suite 2, 950 Main Road, Eltham, 3095. 
Telephone: 439 27 48 

Mon-Fri 9 am-5 pm 
Sat 9 am-12 noon 

A.H. By appointment 

Including offices at: -
11 th Floor, 499 SI Kilda Road, Melbourne, 3004. 

515 Gilbert Road, Preston, 3072. 
Telephone: 266 1527 

I 

":!~!~~AD N[V 
~.,l 

WUNGAN STREET, MACLEf~,, TEL 459 9022 , 

$ FRIDAYS 4.00 pm 
to 

SUNDAYS 8.00 pm 

FITNESS & FUN FOR EVERYONE 

AEROBICS 
SPA & SAUNA 

TENNIS 
SQUASH 

WA~KING GROUP 
SOCIAL BASKETBALL 
(mixed adult comp) 

CHILDREN'S BIRTHDAY 
PARTIES 

WILDFIRE DISCO 
(Gd 6 Form 1 & 2) 

CLASS(CAL BALLET 
(5 years plus) 

JAU BALLET 
(5 years plus) 

GYMNASTICS 
(6 years plus) 

FAMILY GYM 
(3· 10 years) 

• YMCA Health Club 
23 weeks' Membership 

(now until Christmas Eve) 
DUO $95 each. SINGLE $115 

* Tennis Court rental $8.00 per hour 

• Squash Court rental $7.00 per hour 

FREE * SPA & SAUNA (with all adult activities) 
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MEMO: EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
MANAGERS 

URGENT 

FROM : DIRECTOR, ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE 

Re: Temporary Shutdown of Water Supply 
Shire Offices - Tuesday 9 March 1993 

As a result of works on the new library, Melbourne Water has 
advised that the water supply to the Shire Offices will be 
temporarily shutdown from 9.00 am on Tuesday 9 March 1993. It is 
expected that the supply will be shut do\.in for a minimum of two 
hours, however the toilets in the Senior Citizens Clubrooms next 
to the Shire Offices will be available for use by staff. 

Please advise your staff of the above immediately. 

5 March 1993 

Eltham Oistlict Historica l Society (e lthamhistory.org .au) 



·------: __ --:_..L. _______ _ ----

I 
-~ 

-----:;...-= 

,..,'T>,:,, 

,::::::--~ -===---==-===-=-

MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

. ~=~;:-=-==-=~---=----=-~==~~~ 
• _::::,_~-- MAIN ROAD 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhisto,y.or9.au) PLAN OF OLD MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

SENIOR 
CITIZENS 

SCALE I , 500 



MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH CENTRE TIMETABLE 

New hours for Maternal and Child Health Centres throughout 
Nillumbik Shire are listed below. The new hours ensure that at least 

one Maternal and Child Health Nurse is available each day. 

Research 
1551 Main Rood 

9437 1389 
Mon & Fri 9:00-12:00, Wed-Fri 

U0-4,30 

Eltham North 
24 Glen Park Rood 

9439 2771 
Tues & Wed 9:00- 12:00, Wed & Fri 

U0-4,30 

Diamond Creek 
East Coniston Street 

9438 1994 
Mon & Fri 9:00-12:00 

Mon l :30-4:30 

H urstbridge 
12 Arthurs Creek Road 

97182374 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9:00-12:00 

& Tues, Wed, Fri l :30-4:30 

Diamond Creek 
11 Collins Street 

9438 1125 
Mon-Wed 9:00-12:00 & l :30-4:30 

Eltham 
903 Main Road 
9439 8447 
Mon-Wed 9:00-12:00 & 
U0-4,30 

Eltham Woods 
Frank Street 
9431 1409 
Mon-Tues 9:00-12:00, 
Thurs 1 :30-4:00 

Diamond Hills 
Diamond Hills Drive 
9434 7031 
Wed 9,00-12,00 & 
l :30-4:30 

North Warrondyte 
184 Researchf'v\/arrandyte 
Road 
9844 2066 
Tues 9:00- 12:00 & 
1,30-00 

St Andrews 
Main Road 
9710 1550 
Tues 9:00- 12 :00 

NILLUMBIK 

'-,~-~--~~(l!lff". 



News watch 

Move to convert shire 
office for police use 

POLICE arc studying the Shire ~fficc could be convened in10 
f~!sti~~~r oJlt~~:e~t! by JODIE HAYTHORNE ~~~C:n_t~~tion . once it becomes 

offices into a modern 24.hour expensive to convert the building Mr Phillips said _Labor _Govc:m-

police complex. in!?~;?!i~iri°:~~xea1 the cost of zi;r~!/J~!!~r a pohce station were 
H district leaders inspected the converting the Eltham Shire office "They had 10 years to build a 

Main Rd premises recently al the could be more than a purpose-built police complex in Ellham but they 
request of the Member for l:Jtham. facility." he said. did not do it," he: said. 
Mr Wayne Phillips. "It is a totally inappropriate "If it was possible it would have 

Mr Phillips hopes the shire offices building." been done. 
will be used to house the long await• In State Parliament last week. Mr '"It has been difficult to find a site 
ed 24-hour Eltham police station. Haermeyer accused Mr Phillips of along the main road that would be 

He said Eltham police were work- "gross negligence" regarding a police suitable and the Eltham Shire offices 
ing in "cramped and outdated facili- complex for Eh ham. would make a fantastic police 
ties" in P.ryor St. He said Mr Phillips should have station." 

The shire offices will become va- interveoed in 1993. when Police Superintendent George Fisk of H 
cant on June 30, when Nillumbik Minister Pat McNamara scrapped district police headquaners said it 

~~~';t~a11~;sh\~~:~~~~mc3~~~ ~~:,:; :y ~~; r!~::ni.::~to~ w~\~; a f~lit\~l ~:!times these 
borough. ernment. plans don't go through," he said. 

In a letter to the State Govem- "He (Mr Phillips) did not once Mr Phillips agreed other police 
ment, Inspector Michael Dowell of stand up in Parliament to be count- stations needed more urgent up­
H district police said the premises ed after the Minister cancelled the grades but said the Eltham opportu­
would be suitable for Eltham police program under which Ettham's 24- nity should not be passed up. 
and possibly as the H district head- hour police complex would have Nillumbik Council's chief execu-
quarters. been built.'" he said. tiveofficer, Mr Barry Rochford, said 

But the opposition spokesman for "He is now - after the horse has there had been several e~prcssions 
police and emergency services and bolted - posturi~g as a.proponent of interest for the shire offices. He 
the Member for Yan Yean. Mr An- of a 24-hour police station for El- said the public would be consulted 
dre Haermeyer, said it would be too tham, suggesting that the FJtham before any decisions were made. 

Will they spend 
their money 

in your sho11? 
Retailer inquines 

(03)629~~~ 
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. Sale of Eltham office Removal of Question time 
NILLUMBIK Shire Council has applled for a planning 
pennlt to allow subdivision of the Council property con• 
talning the Eltham library, Shll1inglaw Cottage and the 
Council offices. 

A separate !Ille is required for the lano cootaining the 
offices as they may be sold or leased. 

Nillumbik will relocate to the former Diamond Valley 
Council offices in Greensborough, jn early July. 

Before the Eltham offices can be sold or leased it is 
necessary for council to obtain a planning permit, and ap­
proved plan of subdivision, to define the lands/asset to be 
sold or leased. 

Sale or lease of the offices is not likely to take place be­
fore November 1995, while Council Is currently looking at 
the feasibility of shop front facilities such as post offices 
and banks in Eltham as a means ol making Council Serv­
ices available locally for Eltham residents. 

Nillumbik Commissioners, last Tuesday, resolved to re­
move Council's question time from Council procedures. 

Commissioners cited the (repetitious) nature of ques· 
Ii Orts. the difficulty in responding to questions on the sPDt, 
and the fact that Commissioners are available after each 
meeting to talk to, as the main reasons for the removal. 

Commission&r Abbott stated that the questions from the 
Gallery didn't tend to be worthwhile and "we make our­
selves available Wednesdays to consult with the public." 

Commissioners also requested that an item entitled 81.f}­
plementary and Urgen~ Business_ be placed on _the Coun­
cil and Planning Special Committee Agendas mstead of 
General Business. 

One prominent ex-<:ouncillor described the decision to 
drop question time as an "outrage". 

"I can't believe they can shut the community out like 
that. Items now can be rushed through Council with no 
contact with the community at all. Democratic processes 
have been thrown out the door, again," he said. 



Bid for 
TAFE 

campus 
THE Nlllumblk Shire 
CouncH has launched a 
bid tor the ntablishment 
of a T AFE campus by the 
Box Hill TAFE in the 
Eltham Shire Offices, 
which are to become v• 
cant next month. 

Chief Execulive Officer, 
Mr Barry Rochford said, 
"The Shire has received i~ 
\\Ial expres&ion of interest 
from the Box Hill TAFE and . 
we will now pursue this as 
a possibleoptionforthefur• 
Iheruseollhebuild1ng. 

"The building, which is 
easily accessib~, is well 
support9d with infrastruc• 
ture for a campus with pro­
vision for parking, is close 
to a major shoppillQ area 
and e:dens-ve open space 
including an oval, a library 
and the beauli'ully land­
scaped Allsialr Knox Park. 

"The eldtt1ng buildings 
pro,,,ide a unique location 
for any instiMlon wanting to 
setup a campus to estab• 
lish an area for the develop­
ment of sma~ business 
courses, environmental 
studies and the arts. 

"The development of a 
TAFE campus will bring 
both employment and eco­
nomic acti...,ly to the Eltham 
centre and will certainly fit 
with the learningandcrea­
tiveatmosphereo!Eltham, 
which historically has been 
recognised as a dIslricl tor 
\hearts. 

'·Nillumb1k Shire will be 
seekingtodiscussthemat­
terand progress the issue 
with the 80)( Hill College of 
T AFE wilhin the next few 
weeks" 

Mr Rochford said that 
one other option that is be­
ing considered for the use 
olthebu1ld1ngs1satwenty­
four hour police centre 

Creche s1 
Now, the residents have reo 

would look at the AAT materi\ 
In the area. especially thee> 

Maureen pointsoutthatttJ 
scape" in 1991 "and all of u 
homes prior to 1991." 

"Another cause for anger" 
on consultants to prepare roa 
"Whatthehellhaveyougot ; 
can't prepare plans for a sIrr 

Comment: We would hav1 
a:, spend millions on consult& 
or street plans. It is a shocki, 

r;:~:;:;-... ~., 
6e.p"!_ __ ~_.1!.Jc 



)ntity signs erected last 
rty of Whlttlesea. 

on 94:i0 l:i40 if you can 
attend. 

Nillumbik at 
Whlt'sea Show 
ONE of the sponsors at 
the Whittlesca Show 
will be the Shire of 
Nillumbik. 

Commissioner 
Kevin Abbott told The 
Advertiser late last 
month that the Council 
was keen to promote 
agricultural, pastoral and 
horticultural activities in 
the Shire. 

His statement was 
backed up by Chief 
Commissioner Don 
Cordell last month also, 

11;;_ .:,;;;_;" ii Viii tt.rl.,.). 

secretary Julie 
Sutherland. 

Dog attacks 
bring action 
ELSEWHERE in today's 
Advertiser there are 
details of the blit:7.by 
Nillumbik Council, 
following wildlife killings 
by dogs in the North 
\Varrandyte, 
Warrandytc and Kan­
garoo Ground areas. 

Chief Commissioner 
Don Cordell tells us 
there tjave been already 
18 dogf>wners receiving 
on-the:s~t notices, 
each receiving $100 
fines for· alleged infringe­
ments by their dogs. 

Four tenders 
for Yarck quarry 
FOUR tenders were re­
ceived at yesterday's 
(Mon.) Murrindindi 
Shire Council special 
meeting held at 
Alexandra. 

The tenders, for the 
operation of the Topsy 
Gully Quarry, Yarck, 
were received from: 
• Brids Mobile 
Crushing, 
Castlemaine; 
• North Altona Rock 

~t;~:,O~~o!1=s; 
Sons Contract, 
Corowa; and the recom­
mended business 
• Carter Quarries Pty 
Ud, Geelong. 

The contract is for 
Murrindind.i Council's 
productio,i needs for the 
next three years and in 
the last crushing produc 
tion, some 30,000 cubic 
emtres were produced. 

• WILL the former Shire of Eltham offices become 
a TAFE College?, The College Director, Andrew 

Jackson wlll address Nillumblk Commissioners on 
Wednesday at Greensborough n~t week. 

ELTHAM LEARNING 
CENTRE FOR CHILDREN 

1304 MAIN RD, ELTHAM 
9431 2739 

Quality Child Care 
Dlrectoress. JEANNE OAKLEY, 
Registered Nurse (15 yrs R.C.H.) 

• Hours: Monday to Friday - 7am to 6pm 
• Full Time/Part Time/Casual Care 
• 0-6 Years 
• Highly Qualified and Competent Staff 

including: 
• Mothercraft Nurse 
• Children's Services Officer 
• Kindergarten Teacher 

• Daily Kindergarten Program 
• Nutritional Hot Meals 
• Government Fee Relief Available 
• Medicare/Child Cash Rebate Available 
• Registered with the Australian Accreditation 

Council 

Inspections invited at any time 
' . . ... ~, ~ 

Elthom D,>!, i<! !l~"'""' S«c..,1 (..ith•m'1;,.10<y .o,g • o 

.t•ooty Show. 
• That Chris Black, 
well-known pre­
senter on Plenty 
Valley FM and Red 
Hot Rock identity, 
presented the Line 
Dancing session on 
nationwide Channel 
9 broadcasts, 
• That Chris, who 
conducts boot­
scootin' classes at 
Lower Plenty, was 
seen with tall, 
blond partner Sue 
Simon from 
Milwaulkee. 
• That the pair are 
conducting an Open 
Day at the Keon 
PrJ.rk Fitness 
Centre, in Johnson 
St, from 12 Noon to 
2pm, 
• That Nillumbik 
Council is re­
advertising for a 
Senior Statutory 
Planner and an 
Environmental 
Strategist. 
• That, given the 
severe Nillumbik 
planning application 
back-logs, it makes 
you wonder why 
they lidded them­
selves of the 
planners they 
already had. 
• That it was a 
Whittlesea driver of 
a Holden panel van 
that ran over two 
valuable motor­
cycles in the Panton 
Hill·St Andrews 
area last Wednesday 
night. 
■ That investiga­
tions are continuing. 
• That the Office of 
Local Government 
is asking Council 
Commissioners to 
include State 
Govetnment 
achievements in 
1995-96 rate notices. 
• That in an August 
15 letter to Chief 
Commissioners, 
office director 
Yehudi Blacker, 
said details of the 
lifting of the $100 
levy should be 
'included in rates 
notice. 
• That our leak says 
Yehudi wrote: "As 
this exercise will 
take some planning 
to ensure that all 
ratepayers rncmve 
the letter, I am 
writing to give you 
as much notice as 
possible of the 
Government's 
intention" 
• That Local 
Govemment 
Shadow Minister 
Pat Power pr[!mised 
to say plenty m the 
Spring Parliament 
ary Session about 
Nillumbik Shire 
when the Legisla­
tive Council 
resumed. 
• That we await his 
Hansard tran­
scripts. 
• That Nillumbik 
Shire will host a 
luncheon on 
Wednesday next 
week when Box Hill 
TAFE College chief 
Andrew Jackson 
will detail bis plans 
to use the Eltham 
Shire offices. 
• That Nillumbik 
Shire Communica­
tions consultant Ron 
Smith ... sorry, we 
ran out of room 



□ NEWS 

Eltham may get 
TAFEcampus 
in shire offices 

Nillumbik set 
for rate cuts 
NINETY-FIVE per ant 
orNillumbikresidentswill 
recei•·eratecuts,.iththe 
council'sdecisionlo115e 
site valuation as the 
shire's rating process. 

Thesiuoftheratecut 
will vary widely, with the 
ue111ger11ngefallingbe­
tween6and 20percenf. 

proverncnts. 
Chief commiss ioner 

Oon Cordell said the com­
missioners had chosen the 
site ,alue system rather 
than the capital improved 
(CIV) system because the 
shire had to move tu one 
rating system and model­
Jingshowcdsitevaluetobe 
thebestoption. 

by FIONA KAEGI 
and NATALIE TOWN 

BOX Hill College of 
TAFE could establish a 
campus in Eltham if its 
bid for the soon-to-be va­
cated Eltham Shire offices 
is successful. 

Nillumbik Shire Coun­
cilhasdescribedthccol­
lege"sbidasthe"mostex­
citing"'ithasreceived 

Thecommi~sionerssaid 
the otlkes were an ideal 
location for a TAFE col­
lege which would bring 
cmploymentandeconom-
~~n~~~ivity to the Eltham 

development of small 
businessescourses.envi­
ronmentalstudiesandthe 
,rts 

"'Nillumbik Shire will 
be seeking to discuss the 
~atler and progress the 
issue with the Box Hill 
College of TAFE within 
the next few weeks."' 

Mr Rochford said an­
other option was a 24-
hour police station. 

But he said the TAFE 
College was a preferable 
option. 

Mr Rochford said all 
organisations which made 
an initial expression of in­
terest would nowbeinvit­
ed tomakea full tendcr. 

He said the council had 
notdecidedifitwouldsell 
or lease the propeny. This 

H District Police, John 
Bateman, said while it 
wouldbenicetohavethe 
officesforthedistrictpo­
lice headquaners it was 
not the highest priority. 

"Eltham, while in need 
ofreplacement,isnotthe 
highest priority in the dis­
trict." he said. ··rreston is 
by far the highest priority 
followed byNonhcote." 

With the relocation of 
the council's shire offices 
an information desk will 
beset up for a t~al period 
m the Eltham Library. 

Residents will also he 
abletopaytheirratesand 
dog re~strations at any 
AustrahaPostofficemthe 
shire. 

Corp0ratescrvi«sman-
11w•r Mick Cummins said 
the matter was a complex 
task l>t'cause r,;mumbik 
w:as made up or four for­
mer municipalities "hich 
didnotusethesamcrating 
str11.tegies.Thecouncilrt­
leased11drllftra1ingdis­
cussioo paper on August 
16 and about 30 submis­
sionswererec:ei,ed. 

1','illumbik and Banyule 
hue bttn using the site 
rating system which taxes 
1he1alueofthepropert). 

Another option which 
Nillumbik Council had 
ronsidered.,-.sthecapical 
impro>ed >11lue(CIV)s)·s­
tcm which takes into ae­
rountthetotal•alueofthe 
property including land, 
buildinii:s and other im-

.. Nillumbik Shire will 
appointt,.·osmallworking 
groupsofresidentsloas­
scss lhe devdoprncnt and 
implementa1ionofafarm-

~:~dl?9S/;f:et~nr:~~ti~ 
ronmental rebate for pos­
sible implemenlation in 
19%/97."he~aid. 

'"These rebates are to 
assist farmers and land 
holders "hoconlributeto 
theretentionoftheenvi­
ronmentalqualityofNill­
umbik Shire." It was im­
portant that the ratinii: 
system support and eo­
rourage lhe retcnlion of 
theii:reen,.·cdgeb«auscof 
itsintrinsk•aluetothe 
people of Nillumbik and 
Victoria. 

The council has re­
ceived six expressions of 
interest tobuyorleascthe 
propenyincludingtheonc 
from Box Hill TAFE. an­
other from Victoria Police 
and _four from private 
orgamsat1ons. 

k~~1~td~~d d~~i!?in°f; fir=::::==================:/ 
expected in six months .. J'hc property will be- Excellent 

come vacant on October 
15 when the shire moves 
1tsheadquarterstothefor­
mer Shire of Diamond 
Valley offices in Civic 
Drive. Greensborough. 

Box ~ill College of 
TAFE director Andrew 
Jac.kson said the college 
believed the l)TOpeny was 
anexccllents11eforestab­
lishing new a campus and 
a natural extension of the 
Doncaster campus. 

Chief executive officer 
Barry Rochford said a 
TAFE college would fit 
with thelearningandcre- ··The plans we would 
at1ve atmosphere of have for that place would 
Eltham. depend on what the com-

··_The build_ing, '.l'.hich is munityneedinthewayof 
easily accessible. 1s well training and education,'" 
supponed with infrastruc- he said. 
ture _f'?r a campus with Mr Jackson said thefo-

~l~s:1~~~ ~~jtra~~~nlPi~; f~mcob~~i::sina!:r~~i!! 

:;~e ~~~lu~~~;~;~v°:!r; puters to arts. 
library and the beautifully He said the college had 
landscaped Alistair Knox 27,00Jstudentsandheex­
Park."' he said. pected numbers would 

'"T:he existing buildi~gs grow by about JOOJ to 
provide a unique local!on 400J students a year if a 
for any institution want- ne"'. campus was es­
mgtoset up a campus to tabhshed. 
establish an ai~~JBr.u!k~ .. - .. ~~~~~J!_,"j9e~\ of 

1¥•&¥ f---MS#k,a---1 

DUCTED COOLING 
DUCTED HEATING 

OUR SHOWROOM DISPLAYS 
• Various brands of coolers 
• Variety of heating units 
• Vents for heating and cooling 
• All ducting and fittings 
• Timers and controllers 

Come in and see how the 
systems work and what it will 

look like in your home. 

lfyou'relookingforanefficientducted 
coolingorductedheatingsystemcalltoday 
orcomelntoseeallofourdisplays. 
Wecandesignasystemlromyourhouse 
plansormakeanappointmenttoseeyouat 
your home. 

BreesGEiif' 
SEPTEMBER OFFER 

AecelV•®IJble;tile>warrantyanall 
Breezalrcooln~thl11month~4 
y..--.,,.ntyonellpart,lffldlilbOlif. 

SHOWROOM: 4 Sherbourne Road, Greensborough 
Ph: 9435 7911 

Your Local Heating and Cooling Specialistfv,~ss,,~_,,H 
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9654 3844 -mmm 
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Experts in super­
annuation claims 

FRECKE:d Erin Williams from Hursrbridge Primary 
61

3ml3
15 

Art for hope 
ARTIST Damien Curtain brought his 
knowledge of art to Hurstbridge Prima­
ry School last term. 

The school hosted Mr Curtain 
through the Artists in School program. 
His time at the school was spent shar­
ing his creative talents with the chil­
dren, helping them make wood burn­
ing scenes from the local surroundings 
and creating a sculpture depicting the 
"precious environment". 

The pupils spent the last week of 

term celebrolting their theme HOPE 
(Help Our Precious Environment). 

They took part in parades depicting 
scenes of indigenous flora and fauna, 
creating environmental artworks, an 
old fashioned picnic day, writers work­
shops and storytelling. 

Last Friday Julie Nihil, the star of 
Channel Seven's Blue Heelers, gave a 
speech followed by the official unveil­
ing of the sculpture and the closing 
ceremony of the school's HOPE week. 



MORE TALKS ON TAFE 
BOX Hill CoUege of 

TAFE is keen to 
establi s h a cam• 

pu s in Eltham, at the 
municipal offices va­
cated at the weekend bx. 
the Shire of Nillumbik. 

College Director An­
drew Jackson mel with 
Nillumbik Chief Commis­
sioner Don Cordell and 
CEO Barry Rochford al 
the Sh ire 's Greensboro­
ugh offices last Wed­
nesday. 

Mr Jackson oullined 
plans for the Co llege 
which he said could see 
an annual through-put of 
between 4000 and 600 s tu­
dents. 

Also in attendance was 

~~: ~n fr~i(Eifth~sm 1C~f 

~1f~a'm Ji~h Sct ~)~~d 
• N/1/umbik Chief Commissioner Don Cordell welcomes Box HIii College of TAFE 
Executive Director Andrew Jackson. They are with Nlllumbik CEO Barry Rochford 

Ken Cunningham (St Hel­
ena Secondary College); 
politicians Peler Cleeland 
(McEwen), Peter Staples 

~hifiipi3&i~:!f; r;~a"~ 
Chamber of Com merce 
Pres ide nt Norm Will­
iams; and Ellham Rotary 
President Peter Bishop. 

Mr Jackson s aid the 
Coll e ge curr e ntly 
worked from a number 
of campuses, as well as 
with 20 second ar y 
s c hools, priva te 
colleges,in the work• 
place and· on Channel 
31. 

He said the College, if 
successful witl1 its tender, 
would survey community 
needs lo discover what 
courses were needed 
most at an Eltham TAFE 
facility. 

• EL THAM MP Wayne Phi/lips pictured with Eltham Chamber of Commerce Pres/• 
dent Norm Williams and Rotary Club of Eltham President Peter Bishop. 

Park 
Avenue 
Hair& 
Beauty 

Would lie to celebrate the opening of 
their new Greensborough store. Come 
in and look at the great specials we have 
on offer. 
• Professional hair care products 
• assorted Cosmetics 
• Skin and nail care 

• Elegant and casual hair accessories 
• Hair brushes and combs /! 
• a wide variety of professional ~ l 

hairdressing equipment and scissors/~~ 

Park Avenue • /-.._~ : 
Look Good Feel Great --~~V q, I 
Shop 90, Level :l /e..V ~~~I 
Greensborough / ~ ~.§, ~q,'1' ! 

Plaza / ~. V .,,{- ~t : 
9434 7049 _,,--~\0 .. ~'I'"' .. ~~~~ l 

'------..,,-Jo..V$1,~~,,,<:> ~ : 
,' ., ~ ~ : ..._ ____ ., ------~ ____ , ___________ ,. __ , 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

l:fititM 
Debt truck 
LIBERAL candidate Fran 

l:~~k· ~~1'6\~~;?n':r 
Creek yesterday (Mon.) 
lo show the volume of 
Auslrnlia's foreign debt 

Footy merger 
NORTHERN Knights 

P~~s~e;i~;\~~1{iiub in 
lhe Victorian .. 1,'oQlba!l 
League ncxl year. 

CFA review 
THE fulure of Eltham 
CFA station as a 24-hour 
service is still under re­
view. Alrcacly, the local 
brigade has presented 
management with a com· 
pilation of detailed local 
service information for 
review. 

Young gather 
YOUNG people of Wattle 
Glen are invited lo a free 
barlx-cuc this Friday 

~~d~o~f. 4~~:E~[~o 
discuss their needs. 

Mud brick tour 
PANTON IIILL Pre­
Schoo! will offer its Mud 
Brick House Tour'on 
Sunday, November 12. 
TI1cre will be a variety of 
interesling homes, as 
well as mud brick mak• 
ing demonstrations. 

Local Laws 
THE consumption of 

~f(hh3!eiSfi~~l~fplaces 
Nillumbik may come 
under some review with 
new Local Laws to be 
introduced for consider­
ation next month. 

• EL THAM College principal John Brennan meets wi th St Helena Secondary Col­
lege head Ken Cunningham and Eltham High School boss Ron Edwards. 

Have you got the 
winning look? 

The Occasion Studios in conjunc­
t ion with Visions Modelling & 

casting Agency present 

MODELSEARCH 95 
Proceeds to 

The Spastic Society of Victoria 
Senior and Jun ior prizes to be 

won v,:1 lue<l at more th,m $1,000. 
Bookings for Male and Female 

on 9467 82 11. Entry$ 10 

If you arc aged between 13-23 years of age 
simply ha ven your photograph taken at The 
Oac-:sion Studios in Bundoora, return and 
select a print for judging, and you could win 
terric prizes to su-irt your modelling career, 
indudin,i:: a modelling course courtesy of Vi­
sion.; Modelling & casting Agency & $500 
creative photographic portfolio from The 
Occasion Swdios, & a trip for two to Sydney. 
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Joek 
Kyme 

Valley honor board moves on 

Sorry saga of 
botched relations 
THE sorry !-laga of hotche<l industrial rela­

tions at Nillumbik continues, with a new 
round ofuJtimatums, thrc.atcncd locko_uts 

and stand-downs from the embattled Rochfo.,.d 
camp. 

It all began, you will remember, when Mr 
Rochford announced to staff that their over-award 
payments were to cease forthwith, and that. if indi­
vidual staff members did not accept this proposi­
tion in two days. they would be deemed to h.ave 

re¥r1~~nsued the famous 10-day strike, the only 
such action in the past 10 years of Eltham's his­
tory. The matter was referred to the Industrial Re­
lations Commission, which recommended a return 
to work, and that the matter of over-award pay­
ments be handled as part of negotioations for an 
enterprise agreement. 

tti!i if!~~t:~s°1~o~nt~:w';~i8 st~~fJg ~~! 
for the removal of over-award p11ymcnts be­
fore enterprise agreement negotiations could 

b~:·coW1cil had, by this st.age, offered to extend 
these payments for 12 months from June 1995 but 
the Union, quite rightly in my view, insisted upon 
complying with the lRC direction to commerice 
enterprise agreement negotiations immediately. 

Transfer 
At a subsequent !RC hearing, it appeared that 

the IRC was about to give a formal direction to this 
effect, but Rochford & Co., despite having grate­
fully accepted the IRC's 'rf'turn to work' direction 
to striking staff, now arguc-d that the Commission 
had no jurisdiction to dir<'Cl th<' comm<-nc<-ment of 
enterprise agreement negotiations, and is now 
seeking to have th(' mattt'f transferred to another 
tribunal. 

Hence lhc bans, and hence the threat.<i, lock­
outs and stand-downs. 

Our new PR man, Ron Smith, tells me that 
Rochford claims that the Union will not meet him 
to discuss the matter, and that Union advocate 
Brendan O'Connor will not return his calls. 

Why he sou Id hf' ringing the advocate to arrange 
meetings is hard to fathom. 

With equal logic, thC' Union might as well ring 
Mark Harvey, ofVECCI, to arrnnge meetings with 
NiUW11bik,since Harvey is Rochford's advocate. 

Return calls 
The man Rochford should be ringing, Union 

Organiser Barry :\11lrr, trlls JTI<' that, drspite nu­
merous attempk-, he cannot get Rochford to return 
his calls. 

I can sympaiJ1ise • I nm still waiting for 
Rochford to answer n letter I wrote la,it March, 
and numcrous phone c1dls have not availed. 

As for the Union's refusal Lo meet, Mr Miller tells 
me that a meeting scheduled for Friday, October 6 
was cancelled by the Shire, as was a meeting sched­
uled for lbursday, Octob<'r 12. 

It's time to stop this hurtful nonsense, and for 
Mr Rochford to ceal>(' striving after a face-saving 
'victory', which, for him, can only be purrhic. The 
community certainly does not want to see the low­

. est-paid mcmb<'rs of our staff forced into financial 
hardship in pursuit of some inhuman, economic 
rationalist goal. 

AL TEREGO 
Our lex-el Press sct off by bus 
To view some capital works 

And Ronald Smnh, the PR Ock 
Could scan:(> conceal his smirks 

"Bless. Barry Roch.ford!,. quoth our Ron 
But \\ithhchl U~ intormation 

Thal an these WQrks wm-c ~t ia tram.I 
By di~ 1M1$t 11dmi11h1tration! 

But next y(>tlr th~'11 be nQ new works 
FQr, no matter ti(,w they fudge it, 

th1...,y'vi,>, had to u$~" p8$1 i,1u11)lu$ fulid$ 
T6 hala1w(' up tlw budget, 

"So ~)}l~~u~~ ~,t';~~11~l{ear?" 
"111 show tl1em all the ~apital works 

"Aecompli$hcd by ... er, er .. Banyule!" 

And yet Ron'@ clients Jo~ to build, 
But cannot find a buyer 

And the 'strui:-tures', Dim by Oarn 
Will end up in U,c fire 

But one eoustructiou mar survive 
And histo.ry show, in time 

That he built a lWat in Parlic11n1.·11t 
For sa\-agt" old JO('"k Kyme 

M cEWENMHR 
Peter Clet!land 

. . feigned mock 
horror when he visited 
Nillumbik Shi.re's re­
furbished offices at 
Greensborough last 
week. 

"Where is itr Mr 
Cleeland asked, point­
ing to a blank wall which 
had until that morning 
proudly displayed the 
former Diamond Valley 
Shire honor boards. 

Mr Cleefand was a 
Councillor on the Dia­
mond Valley Shire 
from 1975, including a 
term as Shire President. 

Nillumbik Chief 
Commissioner Don 
Cordell and CEO Ba.rry 
Roch-ford said the 
honor boards have gone 
to the City of Banyule, 
as successors in law to 
the Shi.re of Diamond 
Valley. 

Wake up at 
Eltham offices 
THE Nillumbik Shire 
workers joined with 
Commissioners for a 
'wake' at the o!d Eltham 
Shire offices on 
Wednesday night. 

Press Room Confi­
dential understands 
that as the wake pro­
gressed, so did a few of 
the stories of the long­
time workers. 

The move to the 
Grensborough offices 
started on Friday, oro­
gressed over the 
weekend, with the new 
Nillumbik-symbol glass 

1~0':!d:;1~~11.)et):;~ay 

Rally for 
Native Forests 
ELTHAM resident 
Geraldine Ryan. of En­
vironment Victoria, is 
organisinJ.1 a "Rally For 

am mm 

C HARLES Sli~o 
(pictured) will 
be honored for 

his 21 yean of Ivanhoe 
Grammar School head-

=i:;si~b:!::r!~~-ial 
The dinner for the Rev. 

Mr Sligo and Mrs Anne 
Sligo will be held at The 
Grand Hyalt on Collins 
Street on Saturday, De­
cember 2. 

The $65-per-person 
black tie farewell 
dinnerprecedes the 1996 
appointment of Rod 
Fraser (below)as Head of 
the Srhool, established in 
1915. 

t 
The Forests" on Sun­
day,:-,October 22). 

lbe rally starts at the 
Arts Centre in St Kilda 
Rd at !lam with a 
march to the Treasury 
Gardens. 

Geraldine says 
Green Wedge citi7.ens 
are working to protect 
Victoria's native forest 
cover, as well as stop 
export woodchipping. 

More details are avail­
able from Environment 
Victoria on 9348 
9044, or Geraldine 
Ryan on 9431 0624. 

Car park OK at 
H urstbrldge 
THE Education Minis­
try is enterins- an 
agreement with 
Hun,tbridge Primary 
School to upgrade the 
car park next to the 
Hurstbridge Fire Sta­
tion. 

Nillumbik Shire 
Council gave its official 
nod to the project last 
week, after approving 
$2000 to the scheme in 
June. 

TI1e School is con­
tinuing to allow 
communtiy use of the 
car park, and 
carriageway rights 
through 10 Fergusons 
Paddock. 

Asthma Week 
at Whlttlesea 
AN Asthma Informa­
tion Session will be 
held tonight (fues.) at 
the Whittlesea Com­
munity Health Centre 
at 7pm. 

Local doctor, Brian 
Murphy, and the 
centre's asthma educa­
tor will join forces to 
produce Uie session. 

Book on 9716 2846. 

Bus to 
Breast Screen 
NEXT bus from 
Kin,1tlake by the 
Whittlesea Community 
Health Centre to the 
Breast Screen clinic is 
on Wednesday, Novem­
ber 15 - but bookings 
have to be made on (03) 
9716 2846 by Monday 
next week, October 23. 

Bus fore is $3, and the 
trip departs 9am from 
the K.inglake Commu-

~~! ::~!. 7:0~~die 
Wh.ittlesea Community 
Heahh Centre. 

'!be bus returns to 
Wh.ittlesea at 1pm, and 
Kinglake al 1.40pm. 

Breast Screen is a 
free breast X-ray 
screnning program for 
women 50 years and 
over to detect breast· 

Spring Fete at 
Wattle Glen 
THIS Sunday (Oct. 22) 
sees the Biennial Spring 
Fcte for to be held at 
Wattle Glen Primary 
School in Reynolds 
Rd. 

From 10am to 3pm. 
1he fete will include at­
tractions such as a 

bouncing castle, barley 
rides, ~smash the Jaffa", 
devonshire teas, a hole­
in-one _contest, spit roast, 
pony ndges'and the 
DVSC Band. 

Funds will help main­
tain the level of 
education facilities for 
the students of the small 
school.More information 
is available on 9438 
1259 and 9438 5025. 

Phone system 
under review 
SICK of the laughing 
koalas while you're wail­
ing to be connected to 
someone .,. anyont. ... on 
the Nillumbik Shire 
phone line? 

Tired of the 
newsspeak message tha1 
other calls ~are awaiting 
allocation to specific of­
fices"? 

Nillumbik Sh.ire 

~~?a.~:{fia~~:~1~:d 
a review of the Council's 

te~~0/!~i!~s~ill'iook at 
reducing the time people 
are waiting for calls. 
Telecom has been 
asked to assess the 
present configuration of 
the network. 

wrbe telephone, which 
is tl1e main contact point 
for residents with the 
Council, is an important 
communication system 
and the Council will be 
working to lift the perfor 
mance of the sytem 
which could include ex­
pansion of the network 
and more staff re­
sources." 

To be put on hold, or 
better still, be con­
nected, not the numbers: 
• Office, 9433 3111; 
• Fax, 9432 9559. 

Panton HIii 
appointment 
RENOWNED rural spe­
cialist Nan Oates of 
Panton Hill has been 

cc:!:\1dt~~t:l!:~it~ik 
enhancing roadside veg-
etation . . 

Ms Oates, who is also 
a member of the 
Nillumbik Municipal 
Fire Prevention Com­
mittee, willassist 
residents to plan how 
best the roadside envi­
ronment can be best 
managed, 

This is a vital part of 
U1e Green Wedge con­
cept, according to Chief 
Commissioners Don 
Cordell. 

A meeting for resi­
dents to 'input' ideas will 
be held next Monday 
(Oct. 23) at the Civic 
Centre, 
Greensborough, at 
7.30pm. 

Manager of Environ­
ment and ~d Use 
Strategies, David Gold 
told Press Room Con­
fidential: 

"Roadside vegetation 
is important for a num­
ber of reasons. It can 
provide the last known 
habitat for some species 
of plants and animals 
which may provide habi­
tat for several species 
not protected in larger 
reserves," 

ca~~~:~~i1'.!:r:~,r~~lion 
•green web' of native 
vegetation which can 
serve as correidoprs for 
native (and feral) ani 
mals and birds a~ well as 
providing shade and 
shelter for livestock on 
adjoining !and." 

Toilet block at 
Wattle Glen 
DID we tell you about 
the approval for a toilet 
block at Peppers Pad­
dock in Wattle Glen, 
near lhe General Store? 

Following talks with 
Wattle Glen locals, 
Nillumbik Council has 
agreed to spend $60,000 
on the p1..1b!ic conve­
niences. TI1e locals have 
pushed for the facility for 
the past JO years. 

Nillumbik engineer­
ing boss Stephen 
Plater expects comple­
tion of the block by 
July-August next year. 

less about humanity of 
the democratic processH; 
• and on Nillumbik 
Council: "It is my con­
tention that it has been 
purposely set up to foil. 
environmentalists and 
greenies will be branded 
as having been respon­
sible for the failure.H 

PagcsFroUI 
The Past 

From 
The Eltham Advertiser 
The Evelyn Observer 

Fri., Oct. 18, 1895 

ARTHUR'S CREEK 
The annual meeting of the Arthur's Creek 

Fruitgrowers' Association is advertised to take 
place at 8 o'clock on Monday evening, 28th 
mst. 

PUBLIC VACCINATION 
Dr Phillips will attend at Reseruch, Kanga­

roo Ground, Panton Hill, and Queenstown 
to-morrow(Saturday) for the above purpose. 

ST ANDREW'S COMMON 
Herdsmen Yates advertises that he has 

strict orders to impound all cattle trespass­
ing on the St Andrew's Goldfields Common. 

GOLD 
Hopkinson, Joyce, and Party, of the Home­

ward Bound claim, One Tree Hill, are still 
getting it rich. Last week they obtained 1 O ozs 
13 dwts from 5 1h tons of stone, and lastTues­
day they got 50 ozs. from a small parcel of 
stone. 

SOUTH YAN YEAN 
Ye~!°:!bs!i'run:d!Y~ ili~s f~iliete:ie:beti: "=-
tween the Union Football Club and the &uth 
Yan Yean Club. The visitors were assisted by 
several senior players, prominent among 
whom was the redoubtable Pannam of the 
Collin~ood Football first twenty. A very in­
terestmg game was played, the local team 
winning by 5 goals 6 behinds to 2 goals 3 
behinds. 



□ NEWS 

Eltham hails 
TAFE take-over 

Council to hold regular briefings 
J,'ROM next month, Nillumbik back on rarious issues being con- Chic Drhc, GrcensOOrough, from 
Council 111·ill hold regular comm uni- sidered by lhe shire. 6-8pm. 
ty briefings on local council related "While commissioners ha,e The agenda for 1ht meeting ,.;u 
issues and acthities. been mttting 1o1ith urious groups include the amalgamation and in-

The first briefing on Wednes- throughout the shire on a regular terflldng of planning «hemes, 
day. Notember I, will be on grttn basis, the community briefings will progress on the \\al~on·~ rr~k 
11edge and phl.nning issues. be an extension of the interaction land dispute, greening stralei;th 

Council chief n«:uthe offiet>r between the council and the com- ,egetation protection, en,ironmen-

by FIONA KAEGI de~~t~~m C~illi~.!s0!i~0~";,f!~o':CT~i~ :a~1e:~;r~:,:a:~~!:: ~~~~?J: m~~?' ~,~: ::iing, on No.-ember }~~u;~rki'.~o:'d:~=~~. 8'::!n~a"ct 0 ~~: 

A PROPOSAL to establish a Box Hill in the light ind_ustri~l are!', of Eltham ing information and receiving feed- I, ,o·ill be held at the shires offices, shire on 9433-3111. 
College of TAFl: campus in_the vacant could form relauonsh1ps wllh the TAFE L..-------------------------.J 
[ltham Shire offices has gamed strong college 

~ir;.orl from thr council and commu- in~~:,'!i't~i~~l~l::r~!~1~r~~;~~i~~i~~ 
SupJ)Orters say the locally based tertia- work in that area. 

ry 1_nst1tut1on woul<_l bnng employment. " I think it starts to round offEltham as 
busmessand educauonal opportuni11esto a communi ty because we have veat see­
the area. ondary fac1_hties m Eltham and to get a 

But a decision about the future of the tertiary trammg and educational fac1hty 
shire offices will not be made until the would be marvellous," he said. 
end of the year. Mr Williams said if the TAFE proposal 

The council has received six expres- went ahead adequate car parking would 
sions of interest to buy or lease the need to be provided. 

~~~r~n~noc~~d;r~gm 0~fct~~: P~~ ~~~ Eh't:~1 Jf~ct~:X,f,0~enEdCu~~i5n~~~ 
four from private organisations. from St Helena Secondary College and 
m~hec a Sfi?i~ien~:;e all been invited 10 John Brenan from Eltham College agreed 

Nillumbi k Council has described the ~hn~}AFE proposal was an "interesting 
college's bid as the "most e;r,.:citing,. it has Mr Brenan said the key to the proposal 

rT~~edcommissioners said the offices ;!!,:~:t:~u;:ti~~~~~1~~~~rin:i~~~ 
were an ideal location for a TAFE college viders 111 the district. 
which 11,ould bring employment and eco-
nomic activity 10 the Eltham Town The State member for Eltham. Wayne 
Centre. Phillips. said he was surprised when he 

The chief executive officer. Barry first heard about the proposal. 
Rochford. said a TAFE college would lit "I have had high_expectationstosee the 
with the learning and creative atmo- Eltham pohce station move in there," he 
sphere of Eltham said. 

A 24-hour police station is another But Mr Phillips said either the police 
option for the officts. but Mr Rochford station e;r,.:pansion and the TAFE COiiege 
said the TAFE was a preferable pn?posal. would benefit the Eltham community. 

Eltham Rotary Club represc:ntallve Pe- • Bo;r,.: Hill College of TAFE director 
ter Bishop said the club was keen to see Andrew Jackson· said a number of stu­
the TAFE proposal go ahead. dents who attended Box Hill TAFE came 

"Just to generate tra.ffic in the area from Eltham. 
would be great." Mr Bishop said bus1- Mr Jackson sai<_l i_fa campus was sc:t up 
nesses in the area had suffered over recent in Eltham the training focus could be on 
years and a TAFE college would bring any1hing from business to the arts de­
more custome~ to the area. pending on what the community wanted. 

Elttiam D1S!rict Htstooca l Soaety (ellhamhi~tory.org.a u 

A 
HOUSA 

ON CAR RUNNING COST 
I SUPER 75.9' ltr .. LPG 24.9' ltr*• I 

ont charge, we'll convert your vehicle to 
e cost with the savings of running on ga 



Lifestyle 
could 3>v \\I 
be at 1,. l10 /ci<:" 

Why no council 
office at Eltham? 

risk next 
IF A developmerd proposal now 
before the commissioners of the 
City ofBanyulc goes ahead, then 
the est2blishcd amenity or many 
1..'0urts/culs-.dc-sac is endangered . 

T he future of our chosen lifestyle 
- that is, to buy/reside in a small, 
fully developed cul-de-sac - is at 
risk because the o""·ner of sizeable 
vacant land, attached to another 
land title abutting the rear of the 
court, has bought one Kylie Place 
dwelling with the sole intention of 
using it to l'lccess his proposed 13 
units located on the other land title. 

To date, the officers of the City of 
Banyule are giving little regard to 
our underlying belief that, having 
bought in a court, we expect it to 
maintain its status over time. 

So, current and potential court/cul­
de-sac residents, look beyond the 

EARLi ER this year, the ·_·N.ews 
from Nillumbik Comm1ss1on-

~;·s t,e:,;:~,;n/1~ tt;;e~t~e~ 
ported !hat counci l decided at 

:rit::~ui~i1,~ti~~nru~c~f~~a:~ 
the Greensborough offices. It 
also reported that plans were 
being developed "to establish 
shopfront operations in El­
tham, and possibly, other stra­
tegic locations in the munici­
pality" 

Later statements indicated 
that three locations were being 
considered: Eltham, Diamond 
Creek and St Andrew's. 

In the Diamond Valley News 
of August 30, Nillumbik's chief 
executive office r (Barry 
Rochford) is quoted as stating 
1hat "a shopfront would not be 
set up in Eltham ... 

don'1 recall it doing so.) 
■ When was the decision for­
mally announced? (I am un­
aware of any press release or 
commissioners' weekly column 
item covering th is matter.) 

■ What actions are proposed 
to handle the operations origi­
nally envisaged for the loc-.tl 
shopfront(s)? 

Does this indicate a further 
deterioration of"service" from 
Nillumbik Council or does it 
represent a ··non-response" ap­
proach by the CEO? 

Mark Burns, 
Spokesperson for DNA 
( .. promoting Democracy 

in Nillumbik"), 
Broadgully Rd, 

Diamond Creek. 

Consultation 
and public 
AN ONGOING theme of 
many letters to Forum is publi c 
consul tation. 

I! is usually directed at the 
Kennett Government and off-

I think those claiming to rep­
resent the community could 
show some evidence of just 
how representative !hey are 

Gwayne Naug, 
Stringybark Rd, 

Eltham. 

Tail wagging 
the dog 
IT JS good to see that the ed itor 
of The Age newspaper appears 
to read Diamond Valley News. 

On the topic of the system of 
local government prior to the 
reforms now in place, you pub­
lished a letter from me (July 5) 
which in part read: "In classic. 
tail-wagging-dog fashion, we 
had ever-increasing rates to pay 
for an out-of-control bureau-

I 
boundaries of your own properties 
to check for vacant land in its 
vicinity - your lifestyle could be at 
riskneit! 

After weekly telephone calls 
to the CEO seeking clarification 
resulted in no return calls. I 
dropped a letter addressed to 
the CEO at 9am on September 
!8 posing the following ques­
tions, To date there has been no 
reply (not a good indication 
that the e~ample of a "service­
focuscd"' culture is being pro­
vided at the top!). shtt°~~~~~~~o{~ a recent book~ 

cra{{;·Ageeditorial (September 
3-0), referring also to excessive 
rates. wondered why "indul­
gent demands of municipal de­
partment managers ~ere totted 
up annually and their total di­
vided by the number of rate­
payer.; to arrive at a municipal 
rate". 

It continued: "Ratepayers 
are entitled to wo11der why 
they. and their parliamentary 
representatives, tolerated for so 
long a system under which the 
management tail-wagged 1he 
muni_cipal dog.·· 

Why not invest in protecting your 
future by supporting us in our 
battle to presene the court status 
of Kylie Place? Your voice would 
be most welcome and may be the 
turning point in altering the 
commissioners' decision for 
injustice. 

Helen Clark, 
Kylie Place, 

Montmorency. 

I seek answers to the follow­
mg queshons· 
■ What was the decision-mak­
ing process that led to this de­
cision? 

■ What options were consid­
ered and what were the key pros 
and cons of each? Why was this 
option selected? 
■ When did the council recon­
sider the matter and change its 
earlier announced decision? (I 

titled Bad Government. I no­
ticed a quote from well-known 
cartoonist and scriptwriter Pat­
rick Cook. who wrote: "The 
reassuring word ·community' 
has become Laborspeak for al­
lowing a few affiliated people to 
formulate an unctuous letter­
head and pass themselves off as 
representatives of their neigh­
bors. Their neighbors do not 
kn?,w them or agree with them 

This would seem to indicate 
to me that Diamond Valley 
News is about 12 weeks ahead 
of The Age. 

K.W. Chandler, 
Scringybark Rd, 

Eltbam. 

Stamping all over this area's festival traditions 
I WAS saddened to read that the ui:,s and downs, but it had gain_ed had been developed over many 
Eltham Festi val has had a name wide community acceptance with years that are associated with the 
change: it is now to be called the more than 60.000 people coming name. Like many, I was saddened· 
Nillumbik Festival. from far and wide to enjoy the to see the old Eltham Shire lost 

sta1:p ~:er h:l~elh~0 tr~~ft\t:sal~} !~/!i~i E\~~!m~any regacd as ci~t1~/~~~:sd~7 :eai:~~; 
this area? My recollec1ion is that It seems especially sad that the West Ridin~ with the people of 

~~ea~i~;Jn1~6;t~:~ fo1~~~;~~d ~~~~t{i, it~i ~a: !~sch~ 1~~ ~~a~dT~\~~~te°C~;e~°Bn;~~~\! 
development from the Eltham Art other local community festivals'/ and elsewhere - for they were 
Show, which had been running for Will the Diamond Creek Town also important and integral to the 

reputation for concern about the 
environment, planning policies 
and life: this was the mud brick 
and recycled building place where 
people came to see and experience 
how it was done. 

I am not afraid of change mere­
ly for change's sake and please let 
QI.IT community leaders, even if 
they are not elected. respect our 
past. 

several years previous. This made Fair have now to be called the Eltham we all had grown to love Sigmund Jorgensen, 
the festival almost 30 years old. Nillumbik Town Fair? and respect Montsalvat, 

Lik e a I I comm uni l y I am proud to be associated The Eltham Shire had devel- Hillcrest A,e, 
organisations, the festivalh -•~d _its_w_ith_ Elt_h,_m_ ,_,d_th,_,_,_1,~_,h_at_o.:._pe_d_,_wo_,d_,_,fo_l_,_"_io_,._wi_d, ___ ____ E_lt_h,_m__J. 

Eltham 0 15trkt Hi,torical Soctoty (olthamhe;tory.org.o u) 
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Greensborough decision =========·=•:i~ll911Ml:Ol:t·1###~11Ncf45-··-:-=--··· 
was Government's, 
not Commissioners! 

by Stuart Chisholm 

CHIEF Executive Officer, Barry Rochford, last Wednes­
day adviNd that Ni11umblk's move from the Eltham 
offices to the Greenaborough offices was a decision 
mada bf the Minister tor Local Gowrnment, Mr Hallam, 
and not Commisslonersl 

Mr Aochlord said the decision was made last year and 
the order published in December creating the new Coun­
cil, advised thal the of!ices would be in Greensborough. 

Comment: Don't we live in a democracy? Why should 
oroe minister decide whal's good for the people of Nillum­
bik? Apparently this happened at Yarra Ranges and Mur­
rindindi as well 

Aut~CY.~Si\~-.....,,.,,..,~i (Ed.) 

Future of Eltham office? 
SHIRE of Nlllumbik Chlel Commissioner Don Cordell has advised that six upres­
slons of Interest have been received for the sale or lease of the former Eltham 
Munlcipal Offices. 

These include: 
Victoria Police to replace the current 
Eltham Police Station or as possible head­
quarters for the district. 
Box HIii College of T AFE are interested 
in using the building for a campus. 
Eltham Baptist Church require the build­
ing to house all current activities based in 
Eltham at a single location. 
D.J. Thwaites (on behalf of John Lordon) 
- Private oompany who could have variOus 
possible uses dependent on market 
research and viability 
Davmark Nominees - Private company 

who are involved in commercial develop­
ment and would use the building either as 
oflices or as a service industry. 

Copperworth Ply Ltd - Copperworth Pty 
Ltd wouldusethes1teand the building as 
a centre for the Arts. 

Commissioner Cordell last week said he 
woudl like an indication ol the use of the 
former Shire Oflices most preferred by the 
residents. Written subm1SSions can be sent 
to PO Box 476, Greensboroug'I or by con­
tacting the Shira on (03) 9433 3102. 

Writ costs paid 
to Jock Kyme 

by Stuart Chisholm 

FURTHER to Council's rather ungracious withdrawal 
of the Supreme Court Writ for defamation against resi­
dent Jock Kyme, costs In the vicinity of $3000 will be 
paid to Mr Kyme. 

Speaking last Thursday, Mr Kyme said consultant Mr 
Ron Smith has advised "that he would receive a cheque 
tomorrow;· (Friday, October 20) 

" I will be gratified when the matter is laid to rest to al­
low me to get on with other business: • said Mr Kyme 

Jock to stand as Independent? 
' 



□ NEWS 

Council seeks opinions 
on former shire offices 
by FIONA KAEGI 

NJLLUMBIK Council has written 
to the shire's businesses and com­
munity groups seeking views 
about possible uses for the vacant 
Eltham municipal offices. 

Six expressions of interest have 
been received for the sale or lease 
of the offices. They include: 
• The Police Departmenl's pro­
posal to use the building as a 
replacement for the present 
Eltham police station and as a 
possible headquarters for the 
district. 
• Box Hill College ofTAFE's pro­
posal to use the building for a 
campus providing short-course 
community-based programs and 
for labor market programs for spe­
cific local needs. 
• Eltham Baptist Church's plan to 
house all current activities based 
in Eltham at a single location with 
the provision for planned growth. 
Ma11imum usitisation would be 
obtained by encouraging appropri• 
ate community use during week-
ends a~~~~.~:_, 

• An expression of interest by DJ 
Thwaites on behalf of John 
Lordon for various possible uses at 
the site and building dependent on 
market research and viability. The 
applicant is known locally and has 
carried out residential and com­
mercial developments within the 
municipality. 
• Davmark Nominees' proposal 
to use the building, either as offices 
or as a service industry. The appli­
cant has been involved in com­
mercial development for 20 years 
and is soon to start development of 
a major medical clinic in Eltham. 
• Coppeiworth Pty Ltd's plan to 
usethesi teandbuildingasacentre 
for the ans. The company would 
look at developing the whole of the 
station area 1n conjunction with 
the proposed centre. The applicant 
is a small development company 
with 30years'experience. 

In his letter to businesses and 
community groups, chief commis­
sioner Don Cordell asked residents 
to put a view to the council by 
phoning 9433-3102 or by writing 
to PO Box 476, Greensborough. 

Chief executive officer Barry 
Rochford said the groups that had 
submitted expressions of interest 
had been invited to make full 
tenders and give more details of 
their proposals. 

Mr Rochford said the tenders 
would be assessed and then pre­
sented to the council for a decision. 

He said a statuatory advertising 
process for the sale or lease of the 
council property would take place. 

He said the community views 
received by the council would 
form part of the assessment of the 
tenders. "The aim is to get the best 
advantages for the community," 
he said. 

The expression of interest from 
the Box Hill College of TAFE to 
establish a TAFE campus in the 
offices has received wide support 
from the council and community. 

The council held a lunch this 
month to enable Box Hill TAFE 
director Alidrew Jackson to 
explain the proposal to local prin­
cipals, business and Rotary repre­
sentatives, and Federal and State 
Government representatives. 



Shire offj~-m~~!1) 
THE former Eltham Chief Executive Offic- "The analysis of the 

Municipal. Offices er, Barry _Rochfor~, said submissions took note of 
are now bemg mar- the Counc1l advertised on the agent's proposed com­

keted by real esta!e November 15, for expres- mi~sion, expf:rience in 
agents after the Ntl- sionsofinterestfrom real sellmgandleasmgproper­
lumbik Council re- estate agents and attract- ty, and proposed market) 
ceived no response to ed submissions. plans," Mr Rochford said. 
its calling of tenders for Mr Rochford said after The property which is 
the prol?erty.. _ considering the submis- alongside ~e Eltham Li- ! 

The N11lumb1k Council sions, the Commissioners brnry consists of a recep- ; 

=~~~i~:tiicge~~~td ~r~~~ r:~i~~~(ti0~~~it6~G~~~ ~~e,:.r~~i~i,~toi:;~~ gi;:: I 
estate agents to either me Hardiman, First Na- ment, and ftrst floor m­
find a buyer or lessor for tional Real Estate Eltham, eluding .Council Cham­
the JmiJ.gi.D.g_ __ to market the property. hers and meeting rooms. 



Former sli1re offices up for sale 
Tl IE former shire offices in Main Street, 
Eltham are upforsaleorlease. 

Nillumbik Council has appointed real 
estateagentsCollie_rsJardineinc~njunction 
with Graeme Hardiman, First National Real 
Estate Ehham to market the property after --- ~~~ _, ., 

the council received a limited response to its 
call for tenders. 

The council had received six expressions 
of interest for the property including one 
from Box Hill TAFE and the Victoria Police. 

But none of these groups submitted a 
formal tender. 

The property, which includes a reception 
area, ground floor, lower ground floor, base­
ment and first floor with council chambers 
and meeting rooms, is currently vacant. 

Chief executive officer Barry Rochford 
said he did not forsee a problem in marketing 
the offices. 
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Wll■■11t1l=illlt·)MA#~ll~lffil 
Local laws passed 

in Nillumbik 
NEW local laws which reflect lhe wlllhH and Hfntyle 
of the gene,al ccmmunlty now epply In Nlllumblk Shire. 

Passing of the local laws by Ndlumblk Council last mght 
k>llowed their relea9e in d1afl lonn 1or commumty consul­
lalion arid response, said Council Adm1n1strat1on eo. 
o,dinator, Jamie Sinclair 

.. The local laws baSJCally 8lffl ID PfDVlde a sale and 
healthy environment',' Mr SincI8lr said 

" There are two local laws. one oovenng 'Environmen­
tal Amemty' and a second for 'Road, Tralhc and Building 
Control:' he expl8inecl 

The first set ol 26 regula1tons control activ,tIes such as 
smoke emisIsons, recreational vehicles use, fire hazards, 
dangerous and unsightly land, camping Wlcf temporary 
dwellings, circuses and lestIvals, ammals and waste 
disposal 

Anolh8f 31 regulations includes tralfic management, use 
of the roads, vehicle parking, bulk rubbish containers and 
noise on building s.tes 

Mr Sincllllr said, "These laws cover those activities or 
processes in the municipality which aren't covered by 
either Slate and Commonwealth laws 

" They grve the municipal Council the opportumty to con­
trol o, regulate actIv,tIes wIlhin the munie1pal boundaries" 

The new local laws reflect the wish• of the general com­
mU1ily, Md draw heavily on those which 81(Jsl:ecf preYIOUSly 
(i'I the tour form8f shus) before the formation of Nill1.rn­
b1k a year ago, Mr Sincl111r said. 

The Stale Government has requred all mUl'lic1palitIes 
ere.tee! due to amalganalion U'lder Local Government res­
truc1ure to adopt local laws within their firSI 12 months. 

Mr Sinclair said "We've rUl'I right to the deadline and 
used lhe !ult 12 mOlnhs to adequately prepare the local 
l8'Ns Wld maximise the consultation with the local 
communi!y'.' 

Full details of the local laws are av111llbla on request from 
the NWlumbik Shire Offices. 

Colllcil Aegulalory Services Manager, Graeme Mclin­
din said a 10181 of 15 authorised officers have been ap­
~ the Council to adm1nllll:er the local laws. 

Mr McLindin said the laws in most cases make provi­
sion for people to seek a permll to allow them to go out­
side lhe generation restrictions or limits. 

"There's an opporttXliW for people to show cause why 
they should be permitted to exceed the prDYiS10flS of the 
laws',' Mr Mclindln said 

Any complaint being recewed by the Council about an 
t¥1eged bl'each ofa law....,, be investigaled, and ii deemed 
vallcl, the offender will be told lo cease lhe ac!Mty, he Stlld. 

Failure to do w would then be followed up with a to,­
mal notice lo comply wtth the law, and ultimately \here are 
penalties ~ I.,...,,-0, .... ....,..-g~! 

Youth activities galore Agents to 
:o::-:.v::;;!:1: 1~~!o~~=~1~~~~:.i.-: sell shire 
l~~=w°'ker,James Scott, S81clthe yolah room office 
at the Diamond Creek Community Centre wilt be open be· 
tween noon and 8.00pm on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Mr Scott saicl "'Thts iS a new programme which includes 
music, videos, electromc games and outdoo, activities 

··11 has taken three monlhs to plan the ae1Iv1t1es., con­
sultation with secondary school students In the 
municipality" 

He said a poput&1 actIv1tyw1II be '"surfing the lnteme\'' 
Y1aa oomput8fconnecled to the inlormatlOO superhighway 

On some clays a community bl.ts will also be used to 
transport teenagers to vanous sites, he saicl 

Anyone needing further mtormat10n can contact N1llum­
blk CoUl'lcil Youth Services dunng office hours on telephne 
(03)94333152 

Madeline, Matriarch? 

• Pictured Is Madeline the manikin • Iha fr811tic Christmas 
OOusfMlife, outside Chattles Antique Jewellery and Collec­
tables In Main Road, Hursrbrldga 

L.eon.ie theMantlfl6('ofChettels says Medellnels Cflrtain 
a 'head tume,' Md symbolises the marvellous worlc so 
many nousew1ves unclertell& Wring the Christmas perlod. 

THE former Elth■m 

Municipal Offices ere now 
being martleted by real 
est•agentsaftertheNil­
lumoik Council received • 
limited reponse to hs c•I• 
Ing of tenders for the 
property. 

Chief Executive Officer, 
Barry Rochford, Said Iha 
Council advertised on 
November 15. for expres­
sions of interest from real 
estateagentsandattractacl 
submissions. 

Mr Rochford Stlld after 
considering the submis,. 
sions, the Commissioners 
selected Colliers Jardine in 
conjunciion wilh Graeme 
Hardiman, First National 
Real Estate, Btham, lo 
market the property. 

"The analysis of the sub­
rnissiOns took note ol the 
agent' s proposed commls,. 
SIOn, experiooce 1n selling 
and leasing property, and 
proposed market pla"ls:· he ,~, 

Theproperly'M'lichabuts 
the Blham Libr81"(consists 
of a reception area a"ld 
grotnd floor, lower ground 
ttoor, basement and first 
floor including council ~=6~ers and meeting 

Mr Rochlorcl said he was 
confident of finding an O'M'I• 

er or lessee lor the office, 
which is vacant al Iha 
moment. 

"Th8fe is no cost to Iha 
Counc:M in leaving the build­
ing empty and we have not 
budgeted for its sale or 
tease. It ii is sold o, leased 
mlhisfinancialyearthliwill 
be a bonus:· explained Mr 
Roch1ord. 
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NO SUBMISSIONS 
ON ELTHAM 

SHIRE OFFICES 
NllLUMBIK Shire Council has not received a single 
submission about ih advertised intention to sell or 

' lease the former Eltham Municipal Offices In Main 
Road, 

Shire Chief Executive Off!m Barry Rochford ad­
vertised In the January S Issue of The Age for pub­
He submissions on sale of the former headquar­
ters. 

An ad,ertisement also appeared in the January 
10 issue of the Diamond Valley News, 

The Council can now resolve to sell or lease out 
the building, which It last year hoped might be­
come an annexe of the Box Hill (olege of JAFE. 

• Police last year expressed an Interest In the build­
ings possibly becoming their H-Dislrid headquar­
ters, as well as auommodating local Eltham Police, 

When formal expressions of interest were re• 
quested late last year, neither the TAFE College nor 
Police lodged documents with Council. 

The properly now looks set to be sold, with the 
buyer being asMed for a 10': deposit, plus balante 
over an agreed timeframe. If the property is not 
sold, a long-term lease of the properly will be 
negotiated. 

More discussions on the future of the Council 
building are expected al tomorrow nights meeting. 



1' 
Minutes of Ordinary Council Meeting 31 January 1996 

7. Officers' Reports 

7.4 SALE OR LEASE OF FORMER EL THAM MUNICIPAL OFFICES 

Summary (AdminConsultant/GM,CS/LSCR/04) 

To consider submissions in·rclation to Cotmcil's proposal to sell or lease the form.er 
Eltham Municipal Offices. 

Officer's Report 

Public Notice of the proposal was published in "The Age" on S January 1996. A 
courtesy copy of the official notice appeared in the "Diamond Valley News" on JO 
January I 996. 

In accordance with Section 223 of The Local Government Act 1989 the notice invited 
wrinen submissions and stated persons making submissions may request to be heard 
in support of their submission at this meeting. No written submissions have been 
received and Council may now =Ive to proceed with the proposal. If Council 
decides to proceed, the following recommendation is approprialc in this maner. 

I Resolution j 

Commr Abbott 

Following publication in "The Age" newspaper on Friday 5 January 1996 of a 
notice of intention to sell or lease the property described in Certificate of Title 
Volume 10264 Folio 359 as Lot 1 on PS 338910Y and known as former Eltham 
Municipal Offices, 895 Main Road, Eltham, Council bas not received any 
submissions under S.223 of The Local Government Act 1989 in respect of the 
proposed sale and resolves that : 

I. The property is no longer required for municipal purposes. 

2. The property be offered for sale by tender on the following terms : 

10% deposit on signing the contract of sale and balance of 
purchase price paid within an agreed timeframe. 

3. If the property is not sold, a long term lease of the property be negotiated. 

4. Council records having obtained a valuation of the land in order to comply 
with S.189(2) of The Local Government Act 1989. 

ADOPTED BY 
COUNCIL 

MEETING :?:>l .,:::" ,""i,,, 

CARRIED 

EI1h~m Dislr!Ct H,s1or1e1>I Soooty (0 I11,amh,story .org.au) 



Herron Todd White Valuers Victoria 
(PrOP. Thomson Maloney & Partners P1y Ud} 
AC.N. 006085141 

Aeptyto: 

°""' 
YOA.lfret 

Surrey Hills 
26199:10:GP:es 
LSCR/04 
Attention: Mr Garry King 

31st January 1996 

Mr Darren Martin 
Group Manager, Corporate Services 
Nillumbik Shire Council 
Civic Drive 
GREENSBORO UGH 3088 

Dear Sir, 

Sa>nKacl<"FV.LLr,,••-.Uf.1 
Pt-.oO-A.V.Lf_,....,v1..E.IEc<,,<. A.ll[.r 

c....,&:,u1,;e, v.1,..Lr,,• 
G,-.,Porl..,.,._v1..E.r,,• 
Sl'wllO,..A.VJ..Lr,,.11 
~On,clc,n 

O'nll<IP'sRa-l"IA.VJ..L,.... 

,.,...,,..,~A.V.LE.N• -· Jom~f.V.LL,_.. 
~~f.V.LE.,.,_ 

HTW VALUERS 
\\\\\\\\\\\W,\',I\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\ 
HERRON TODD WHITE 

Further to recent instructions, I have inspected the abovementioned property to assess fair Market 
Value, in Terms of Reference. 

VALUATION 

In accordance with the accompanying report, I assess value as at the relevant date to be 

Qualified Valuer 
Director 
A.I.V.L.E. Member No. 551 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ANO INDEPENDENT ADVICE ~- ~ 
=~~~ ~: 
f'0&,190~31031 r_...,P3111&12:5CXlO 
l~cto31Q63&CQ3 F«-nie:to31~25100 
Facsa'Trllef(IJl ~:g;!fttRf~ical~lllliHiffi~au 
,,._,ox11200Balw',<, 

- l()Qj"813'lg1 
-10S12125650 

=:2;.1~1 

- ,07)Jng6122 
~COHt ,07JS5381600 
Sunsi-c-s1()H1u1211 

T-,07e13211!161 
a.a--'07"91123833 
A~,07'11127"655 
Mad<wt,07915773,48 
, __ ,OTT,722722 

CairnL'Pt.Oougla,, ,0101~1 7533 
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ADVERTISER 
EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Tuesday, March 26, 1996 

Mountain Views: 
a real story 

MUCH sympathy will be focused on local 
newspaper publishers Mardie and Harrie 
Lambert who lost the fight to hold on to 

their Mountain View.,- weddy publication, after it 
was placed in liquidation by appointed receivers 
this month. 

No.one feels good that the Lambert's • Mardie 
aged 67, and Harrie, 69 • may lose their assets in 
the liquidation. At an age when they should be 
contemplaling a happy retirement, they may lose 
their home. 

13m it also must be remembered that over the 
years many others have been encouraged to invest 
or loan their cash into that enterprise. Those local 
people have too lost their money. 

Unt,iJ about two years ago, the Hcalesville•based 
weekly newspaper had amassed incredible 
accumulated losses of more than $420,000. The 
paper has continued to lose about $50,000 a year 
since • even under its 'voluntary administralion' 
starus. 

The Mountain Views newspaper company's 
finances have been continually propped up by 

. kindly lou.1 district people who have pumped in 
more hundreds of thousamis of dollars. 

In loans, ASC records show both intcrc.n-frce 
and mtcrcst-bearing, more than $147 ,CK)() of outside 
funds was paid lnto their company, ostensibly run 
by the Lambert's. 

In shares, at least $29,500 in outsider shares were 
sold. Annual reports say bank borrowings of close 
to $50,000 were obtained. Creditors' bills of more 
than $68,000 were accumulated. 

In quarterly reports to creditors, the Mountain 
Views Newspaper Pty Ltd directors reported of their 
predictions of continuing annual losses. With that 
great virtue of hindsight, the queSlion begs if the 
Lambert's need have put the111selves, thetr 
shareholders, their bad:ers, and rheir creditors, 
through such a tortutous sc:ven-days•a-wcek process 
m their passmn to save their newspaper! Should a 
company, morally, or legally, contmuc to trade in 
those circumstances? 

When the Mountain Views newspaper placed 
itself into 'voluntary administration' in December, 
I 994, ii soon expanded rather than concentrated 
its efforts. Yet, its advertising sales hardly changed. 

Traditionally a Healesville newspaper, Mountain 
Views expanded to also try to cover the Eltham­
based Shire of Nillumbik, the Yea- and Alexandra­
centred Shire of Murrindind1, and even that part of 
the Yarra Ranges Shire 1:iking in Belgrave and 
'Puffmg Billy' country. 

fu we remarked in a 'Media Nore' last year, some 
people didn't even travel that far for their annual 
holidays! It is hard to therefore to see these wide 
arc;:is in the same community of interest. Yea readers 
would have had little interest in Belgrave snippets. 
Grcensborough readers can not be expected to have 
\aq,>e empathy with Warburton local issues. 

The Mountmn Views e:..pericncc repeats a timely 
]CS)On, to both publishers and readers, that a local 
newspaper must stay local, have a SO!Jnd but not 
e,ccessive parochial distribution, and cut its cloth 
to suit available revenues. • 

With newsprint costs currently at a record high, 
local newspaper operators would be wise not to 
repeat the sad mistake of hanging on for too long 
lo a business that is not making financial sense. 

With 01\ the good intentions in the world, and 
lhc desire to do all a community service, the world 
of altruism is only open to those who can afford it. 

Mountain Views, over il'i 17 years, has been full 
of v1ews, and news. However, Tbe AduertiSCT cannot 
condone the years of Mountam Views trading in hope, 
ralher than in loss to all concerned. 

No doubt, the departing proprietors will explain 
their fall with a shot of blame about the 'recession 
we had to have'. They, as well as readers of all local 
papers, should need no reminder that local papers 
amnot live beyond their means. We go on lhe record 
lo record Tbe Advertiser has continued 'in the black' 
since il'i first issue. 

Your local papers survive entirely on the 
revenues from the local advertising they sell. They 
must pay all their accounts from this single source 
of revenue. 

At Tbe Adwniser, we trade at a reasonable price 
of domg busmes5. We rcspcctfully ask clienu to 
remember that all publishers are bound to run a 
sound business on firm commercial principles. 
Olherwise, we all slowly kill the medium. 

RuJ>,m.sibili11for ekctionandrefor~nd .. ,n.............,nl i• 
aoc,p1cd lry J\i1, I.onr, JO Qkn Qi,.lly Rd, Etcham Norih. 

Pork barrelling, an art form 
THE election pork-bar• 
railing trick is an art 
form, but we couldn't 
help but be impressed 
by a the $5 million an• 
nouncement made qui­
etly by Eltbam MI.A 
Wayne PhUllps late 
last week. 

iWtt\l!~NYaMYit 
Press Room 

Action packed 
at Whittlesea 
THE City of Whittle• 
sea Senior Citizens 
Week Committee or• 
ganised an action• 
packed program to cel­
ebrate this yeat's Sen­
ior Citizens' Week. Mr Phillips says $5 

million for been allo­
cated to the Greens• 
borough Campus of 
the Northern Mel­
bourne Institute of 
TAFE. 

Confidential Wendy Middleton, 
Manager: Aged and 
Disability for the City, 
said theme for this 
year's program has 
been 'Age: A New Ad· 
venture'. 

He told The Adver• 
tiser that the allocation 
will provide funds for 
the three-year con­
struction of the second 
stage of the campus, lo­
cated on Diamond 
Creek Rd. 

The new stage of the 
campus will accommo­
date programs in busi­
ness studies, hospitali• 
ty, horticulture and 
community studies. 

New G'boro, 
Eltham places 
THE $5 million funding 
fills the hole that might 
have be filled by Nil­
lumbik Council's hope 
that its old Eltham of• 
fices might be occupied 
by a Box Hill College 
of TAFE annexe. 

MMany students in 
the Greensborough, 
and Eltham areas wlll 
now be able to study 
for courses that never 
have been available lo• 
cally," Mr Phillips 
said. 

THOSE WHO LENT MONEY 
TO 'MOUNTAIN VIEWS' 

INTEREST-FREE WANS 

~: g~;~i'~oY ·::::.-... -.... -.... -... -.... -... -.... -... -.... -.... :::::::.1:~:g<J 
D. Miller ....................................................... 1,000.00 
M. Herman ................................................. 10,500.00 

tfo~v1~0fl :::::::::::::::::.-... -.... -.... -.... -... -.... -... -.... -.... §:~:g<J 
~·. ~o;t~;;i~~;:::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:8gg:g<J 

5% INTERESf WANS • UNSECURED 
A.P. Sewell ...................................................... 5,000.00 
BJ. Watwn .... ------5,000.00 
A.W. Phasey .................................................. 2,000.00 
C.E. Phasef-------2,000.00 
B.L H.1rsan~------2,625.00 
A.A. Davis ...... ·------···· ... 2,500.00 
LF Foxcrorl.. -----····· .... 2,000.00 
M.F. Herman..... -----2,000.00 
K. & Z. Batten ........ -----····5,000.00 
B. Lockwood Pty Ud _____ .... 6,000.00 
D.E. JohnsloR ......... .' ...................................... 1,000.00 
x~~~~~~~". ·················································" 

P. '~)'·'.Y_::··················································· •• : 
M. 1s% INTERESrLOAN. UNSifCiiREo· 
D. Miller ...................................................... 40,000.00 

THOSE SOLD SHARES 
IN 'MOUNTAIN VIEWS' 

CURRENT 'OUISIDE' SHAREHOLDERS 
Kathleen Gannaway, Healesville ................ 1,000.00 
Keith Pomeroy, Healesville ......................... 2,000.00 

t~~o~~c~aG~~~Y~r~~lj~~2ti~~·:::::::::::::::::: i:388:88 
[~;:tE;:~:~i~~ri~v~~~:::::::::::::::::::i:m:~ 
Denise Miller, Yarra Glen ........................... 3,000.00 

PREVIOUS 'OUISIDE' SHAREHOLDERS 
Stephen Shortis, Dixons Creek .................. 3,000.00 
Jean Shortis, Dixons Creek ........................ 3,000.00 
Jenny Worcester, Marysville ....... :··· .............. 500.00 
~w:~d 01;;~:~. t!IU!ville .............................. ~:gg 
Robert Heritage, Healesville ...................... 1,000.00 

~:io~;t'h~:n}o~:!{o~~i~~~i~~~iii~::::: i:8::gg 
Kitty Keogh, Healesville .............................. 1,000.00 
Lois Morris, llealesville ................................. 500.00 
Alan Murphy, Reservoir~---1,000.00 
Jean Robinson, Healesville ............................. 500.00 
R. Smith, Yarra Glen ..................................... 1,000.00 
Richard Hardistry, Healesville ................... 1,000.00 
Ray Smith, Yarra Gle,~----1,000.00 

THOSE OWED MONEY BY 
'MOUNTAIN VIEWS' ' 

Bank Overdraft .. -----11,256.24 
Trade Creditors. ···-----43,090.78 
Sundry Creditors ....................................... 25,401.35 
Loan· ANZ Bank .......................................... 7,092.32 
Loan-ANZ Bank ....................................... 29,848.97 

'ACCUMULATED LOSSES' OF 
'MOUNTAIN VIEWS' 

Accumulated Losses at 30.6.94.. 418,832.12 
Estimated Loss for 1995--96 ..................... 50,000.00 

• Loans. as per Special Purpose Financial 
Statements for the year ended June 30, 1994. 
• Shareholdings, as per Australian Securities 
Commission records, as at February 1, 1996. 

• Not Shown: Loans, Shares of H. & M. Lambert. 

u As well, the con• 
struction program will 
provid~ many job op­
porturuties for the local 
building indw;.try." 

Mr Phillips said the 
State Government was 
backing its commit• 
ment with funding for 
quality training by in· 
vesting record amounts 
in the development or 
existing and new fm­
ther education facili• 
ties. 

Jock has lost 
his space 
HURSTBRIDGE stirrer 
(that sounds a lot less 
pretentious than 'activ• 
ist') Jock Kyme wants 
to p~blish ail anthology 
of his poems and prose. 

His single theme, in 
his Nillumbik phase, 
as th~ arts world might 
term 1t, has been a un• 
broken fight against 
the new Shire, its Com­
missioners, and CEO 
Barry Rochford. 

"With apologies to 
Daniel Defoe, the col• 
lection will be called A 
Journal of the Plaque 
Year, N a breathless Mr 
Kyme told our Editor, 
after climbing Mount 
Advertiser on Satur• 
day. 

But Jock has a prob­
lem. He's already lost a 
few of the items he 
wants to include in his 
works. He is after cop• 
ies of his works enti• 
tled: 
• uBecause rm cast in 
timeless bronze"; 
• uRon's magical, mys• 
tery tour", both ver• 
sions; and 
• -A Moral and Cau• 
tionary Tai~ (essay). 

A luncheon was held 
last Thursday with 
about 170 people, in­
cluding representatives 
of each of the Greek, 
Italian, Macedonian, 
Mauritian, and Adult 
Day Care Centre com• 
munities. Some nation­
al dishes were provid­
=~1~r the days lunch-

Also to perform were 
three groups including 
the Macedonian Dance 
Group and the Lancler 
Dance Group. 

Truth in 
advertising 
W~ often wondered 
why politicians seem to 
be exempt from the 
Trade Practices Act 
which requires truth in 
advertising. 

Some promises in 
news releases to hit the 
Advertiser fax ma­
chine this week de­
serve to put into print. 
and measured down 
the track. 

Liberal Candidate for 
Yan Yean, Barb Jones, 
assures voters that she 
will be moving soon to 
live in the Yan Yean 
electorate. This ap• 
pears not to be condi• 
tional on winning the 
seat 

"As a supporter of 
the Liberal Party, she 
has decided to join the 
team to better enable 
her to be an effective 
representative in Yan 
Yean where she and 
her family plan to relo• 

• Tu7' To Page 5 

Ni/lumbik is 
one of the first 

NILLUMBIK Council's Organisation Develop­
ment Service Unit is thefirst of 30 teams of Shire 
employees to be exposed to competition, and 
prove that ~ey can provide efficient and eost ef. 
fective service. 

The unit includes payroll services, human resourc• 
es, risk management. occupational health and safety, 
staff training and development. 

Leader of the six member team, Fran Boyd, said: 
"lbe taem has pul a lot of effort into preparing for com­
petitive tendering and we intend to win." 

Ms Boyd said working with other Council staf and 

~i~:~~~~!~ ~eear~i~!ss~:d:td~e:;d\~~i;~~~ ~r:~: 
ning. 

"We are looking forward to proving that we can 
provide the best value for money services for 
council," she said. 

All of Council's 33 service delivery functions involv­
ing a total of 570 employees are to exposed to compe­
tition as required under the.UX:o/ Government Act. 

Quality, Competition 
1be exercise happening over the next six months 

aims lo ensure that residents and ratepayers receive 
quality services at competitive prices. 

The service units am being supported with the 
necessary rcspourcves as they set about specify• 
ing the services provided, and in drawing up com• 
petitive tenders for the provision of those servic­
es in•house. 

Group Manager Organisation Development, Mick 
Cummins, said: "Council is determined lo protect and 
enhance the quality or services provided to the com• 
munity. 

"Quality will be the prime consideration in the eval­
uation of teilders. Our staff provide great service and 

th~ 1e~~!i~~aon~~~~ FJ'!;~l~~1
ation Development ten• 

der is expected in April. 
t a m 1stnct 1stonca oc1ety et amhistory .org .a u) 

mm 
~ 
• That a news 
release came in late 
last week about tbe 
worthy case of the 
need for new toilets 
at Panton Hill 
Primary School. 
• That, as of Friday 
morning, no--one 
was prepared to put 
their name to the 
document, written 
by local union 
activist Georges 
Bernard. 
• That tbe Panton 
Hill Football Cluh is 
planning a gala re­
opening of its 
Cracknell Reserve 
home on April 20. 
• That the local 
bookies are giving 
long odds that 
Nillumbik Shire 
Commissioner 
Kevin Abbott will 
be the V.I.P. to 
perform the honors 
on the day. 
• That Panton Hill 
locals are still 
smarting over his 
disparaging 
oomments about the 
Spiders, made at 
the Eltham. Football 
Chili Grand Final 
Breakfast last year. 
• That the McEwen 
Federal Seat of 
Parliament was 
formally.given to 
Liberal Fran Bailey 
by Returning Officer 
Robert Berglund on 
Friday afternoon. 
Witl", about 350 
votes to go, Balley 
was ahead of ALP 
candidate Peter 
Cleeland by siiveral 
thousand votes. 
• That the small 
town of Yea, 
included. in The 
Advertiser's weekly 
coverage, became a 
ghost town last 
Thursday night 
when a plain 
clothes Police team 
came to breath-test 
local drivers. 
• That one pair - a 
local who enjoyed a 
bottle of daret tor 
dinner, and a mate 
who had invested 
the day in the pub • 
wisely chose to stay 
the rest of the night 
in a hotel room. 
• That there are 
more of these town 
blitzes planned ... 
especially over the 
Easter break. 
• That library visits 
boomed last month. 
At Eltham: 20 pee 
cent up in visitors, 
90 per cent up in 
reservations. At 
Thomastown: 30 
per cent more 
people. At Lalor: 19 
per cent more loans. 
• That Eltham ALP 
man Sig Jiirgen­
sen's roadshow had 
a glitsch when his 
1978 Leyland 
campaign bus bwst 
an expensive water 
hose last Thursday. 
• That Labor 
candidate for the 
Templestowe 
MI.C's job, Heather 
Garth, hasn't sent a 
single press release 
to us during the 
election campaign. 
• That Uberal 
candidate Carlo 
Furletti hasn't done 
any better! 
• That some novel 
designs are being 
planned for the 
Diamond Creek 
Police Brny Cart 
Grand Prix in 
Plenty on April 28. 
More soon/ 
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Baker prosecuted for metal 
clip found in load of bread 

fHE PROPRIETOR of a Reservoir bak ~ry has 
Deen prosecuted by the City of Whittlesea after a 
metal clip was found in a loaf of bread. 

Whittlesea's Public Health Section had investigated 
l <'Omplaint made to it last December concerning a 
foreign object in the loaf from a former milk bar in 
Mill Park. 

The complaint was made by a woman fJ:im Mill Park 

~t,o th~~fh~d\~~~tik!li;t! th~e~b~i~a? ::!~~f~~:;~ 
ered by Centenary Bakery of Hillwin Street, Reser­
voir. 

Drawn out legal proceedings in the Preston.Magis­
trates Court against the Bakery's proprietor were re­
:ently conducted in a successful prosecution. 

The proprietor, who was chmged under the 

Food Act 1984-, with having sold adulterated food 
did not enter a plea nor give evidence in the case. 

Magistrate Barry Maher found the charge proven 
and imposed a fine of $6000 and ordered the offender 
to pay Council's costs of $2800. 

Speaking outside the Whittlesea Council's manager 
of Public Health, Neville Kurth said all the public health 
complaints about food received by Council are thour­
oughly investigated. 

"Complaibnts are not common because food manu­
facturing, processing and handling is generally of a 
high standard. 11 Mr Kurth said. 

He said Council al;so moniitored the quality of food 
through a system of random sampling and site inspec­
tions. 

WATSONIA RSL CLUB 
presents the $ IO Budget Buster 

This includes: 
• LUNCH from our Chief's Special Selection 

• $5 worth of Pokie Change 

ALP FAITHFUL AT MONSALVAT 
• $5 .. worth of tickets in Hamper drawn at 2pm 
• $5 worth of tickets in Hamper drawn at 

5pm Sunday 

EL1HAM'S Labor-faith­
ful supported a fund­
raiser at Monsalv8t on 
Sunday to support State 
candidate Sigmund Jor­
gensen. 

Mr Jorgensen, an arts 
administrator, is contest­
ing the Eltham seat 
against sitting member, 
Liberal Wayne Phillips. 

$1 Keno Ticket 
• A Glass of Wine or Soft Drink 

Free Tea & Coffee ~~A~rB~~~~~~is ... 

w:aiUi~rsi~e~!~;~;!11d::~~- ,...!=::==:=:::::':~--------------, 
sion, which was ad­
dressed by ALP National 
President Barry Jones, 
and later, the new Feder­
al MHR for Jagajaga, Jen· 
ny Macklin. 

A promised appearance 
by former Labor Premier 
Joan Kirner had to be can­
celled as she had suffered 
from a nasty fall 

As at 6pm when The 
Advertiser reporter left, 
Stale Opposition Leader 
John Brumby had yet to 
make his promised ap­
pearance. 

But those in attendance 
included Rundoora Ml.A 
Sherryl Garbutt, Scullin 
MHR Harry Jenkins, Bat­
man MHR Martin Fergu­
son, and recently retired 
Jagajaga MIIR Peter Sta­
ples. 

in~d!1lf]~~c:~ ~fih~~ 
Shire Presidents John 
Graves and John Cohen, 
and recent Federal inde­
pendent candidate Jock 
Kyme. 

Supporters were 
treated to a happy after• 
noon of jazz and con-

~e~iso~fln!"~s/:,' p~~~ 
local wines and food. 

ADVERTISEMENT 

KEEP VICTORIA MOVING ... 

Elect BARB JONES 
inYANYEAN 
- for a direct say on the 
issues that affect you. 

VOTE [I] FOR YOUR LIBERAL TEAM -
FOR STRONG & STABLE GOVERNMENT 

11. 
LIBERAL 
VICTORIA 

• THE Reverend Chris Carolane (right) received his licence as a Priest In 
a special ceremony conducted by Bishop Andrew Curnow at Ivanhoe 
Grammar School - Mernda on Friday. He is pictured with the School's 
Head, Ian Rule. 

In a political vein, Mr 
Jorgensen warned of what 
he sees as the perils of the 
State Liberal Government 
being re-elected in this 
coming Saturday's State 
Election. 

GEOFF 
CRAIGE 

for 
Central 

Highlands 
Province 

Authorise<! by Peter McWirnam. 220 Ha1ey's Gully Rd, Hurstbridge 

ADVERTISEMENT 

11. 
LIBERAL Your Liberal Team for Eltham 11. 

LIBERAL 

t 
WAYNE PHILLIPS 

for Eltham 

INFORMATION 
CENTRE 

284 BOLTON ST, 
ELTHAM 

TELEPHONE:94310125 
FACSIMILE: 9431 0454 

a 
~~ 

CARLO FURLETTI 
Upper House Candidate 

for Templestowe Province 
Authorised by Alan Jones, Member of Liberal Party, 101 Ryans Road, Eltham North 3095 
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□ NILLUMBIK PAGE 

Legal costs a 
hurdle for 

action group 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

JHl lltham Gateway Action Group 
(LGAG) 11etX!ed to r.1i,;e an estimated 
SI0J)()() to fund its appeal against a pro­
posed 24-hour service-station/con­
H'nient't' centre on the former Eflham 
Shire ollkes site. president Jenni M1 1chell 
said last week. 

Ms Mitchell said the group had already 
spent about $7000 on its fighl to stop a 
proposed 24-hour <,ervicc-station/con­
,crnl·ncc store. Hungry lad's restaurant. 
retail outlet and community facility dc­
vclnpmcnt hy Dallas Price Homes Pty 
Ltd. 

She said FGAG had lodged an appeal 
last ~car with the Administrative Appeals 
Trihunal (AAT) against Nillumhik Shire 
Council"s decision to grant a permi t for 
the dtvelopmt'nt. 

Rut last Novcmher Planning and Local 
Go,cmmcnt Minister Roh Maclellan de­
cided to call in four appeals to the AAT 
against the development, including two 
from FGAG. and appointed an indepen­
dent ad1 isory committee to receive sub­
mis~ions and prepare a report for him, 

But Ms Mitchell said the cost of legal 
proceedings had now "h1011<n out .. hy 
another $6000 after the comminee decid­
ed 10 extend the two-day hearing another 
two da~s to hear all evidence (J)l' /fr1n. 
April 11). 

EGAG is due 10 make 1tssuhmission to 
the committee on Monday. April 21. 

,.. . ,. « •- ... ·- - V' 

Ms Mitchell said a maJor fond-raising 
campaign. includinga henelit concert and 
open ~tudio_. was now planned hy the 
group rn a hid to raise the extra money .. 

Ms Mi\chell said thegroupheheved the 
commumty would rally to help raise the 
funds. given the level of community sup­
port already received 

··we·ve gone so far."she said. ··we 
can·, just walk away at this point and I 
think the communi ty would be disap­
pointed if we did. This isn't something 
that a few ofus are doing for ourselves. It 
is a few of us working very hard to 
hopefu lly hring ahout the right outcome 
for the community. 

..At the end of the day all of the 
evidence is$oing to come out thor~ughly. 
so 1n a way 111sgood that the hearing has 
gone on longer than expected." 

A Return to Democracy Benefit Con­
cert will he held on Sunday. April 27 from 
3pm to 6pm at Montsalvat. Hillcrest 
Avenue. Eltham. featuringjazz. classical. 
new world and folk music by artists 
including J udy Jacq ues. Sebastian 
Jorgensen. Sally Grice and Eucalypso. 

Tickets are availahk at the door for S 10 
per person or $20 per family. 

Ms Mitchell. who is an artist. will also 
open her studio along with Mervyn 
Hannan on Sunday. May l l. from IOam 
to 5pm. Paintings. prints. woodcraft and 
silk will be on display along with a 
Devonshire tea. and visitors are asked to 
donate $5 at the door. 



TENDER DOCUMENTS 

for purchase of 

Fonner Eltham Shire Offices 895 Main Road, Eltham 

Prepared for 
NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL 

Tenders close at 3.00pm on 24 April 1996 

Maddock Lonie & Chisholm 140 William Street Melbourne Victoria 3000 
Telephone (03) 9288 0555 Facsimile (03) 9670 0062 Ausdoc DX 259 

International +61 3 288 0555 Our Ref GOC:AMN:363838 
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Former Eltham Shire Offices 895 Main Road, Eltham 

TENDER CONDITIONS 

1. Definitions 

1.1 In these tender conditions: 

"acceptance date" means 16 May 1996; 

"Agent" is Graeme Hardiman First National Real Estate of 978 Main 
Road, Eltham, Vic, 3095, Telephone 9431 2222 Contact - Graeme 
Hardiman; and Colliers Jardine of 541 Blackburn Road , Mount 
Waverley, Vic, 3149, Telephone 9544 8888 Contact - James Davie 

"closing date" means 3.00pm on 24 April 1996; 

"Contract'' means the agreement for sale and purchase of the 
Property in the form annexed; 

"Contract deposit" means an amount equal to ten per cent (10%) 
of the purchase price and includes the tender deposit; 

"foreign person" has the meaning attributed to those words in 
Section 21A of the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act 1975; 

"Property" means the land together with any improvements being Lot 
1 on PS338910Y and being the whole of the land in Certificate of 
Title Volume 10264 Folio 359 which is more particularly described in 
the Contract, a short description of which appears at the head of 
these tender conditions; 

"purchase price" means the price offered by the Tenderer for the 
purchase of the Property; 

"Tenderer'' means a person or corporate body who lodges a tender 
in accordance with the provisions of these tender conditions; 

"tender documents" means these tender conditions, the attached 
tender offer, the Vendor's Statement, the Contract, all guarantees 
and indemnities (where appropriate) and any accompanying material; 

"tender deposit" means an amount equal to one percent (1 %) of the 
purchase price; 

"tender offer" means the tender offer form at the end of these 
tender conditions; 

"Vendor'' is Nillumbik Shire Council of Civic Drive, Greensborough, 
Vic, 3088, Telephone 9433 3111, Contact - Mr Garry King ; 

Ellham Dis1 rict Mistorica l Society (e llhamhlstory.org.au] 



2. 

''Vendor's notice of acceptance" means the notice given by the 
Vendor to the Tenderer in accordance with clause 7.1; 

"Vendor's solicitor" is Maddock Lonie & Chisholm, Level 7, 140 
William Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3000, Telephone 9288 0555, 
Contact - Anne Nielsen; 

"Vendor's Statement" means the statement pursuant to Section 32 
of the Sale of Land Act 1962 in the form annexed. 

1.2 Any terms or conditions defined in any of the tender documents shall 
bear the same meaning when used in any other tender document. 
In the event of any inconsistency the provisions of these tender 
conditions shall prevail. 

2. Business Days and Time 

2.1 "Business day" or "business days" means any day which is not a 
Saturday, a Sunday or a day which has been proclaimed as a public 
or bank holiday. 

2.2 If the time for performing any action expires on a day which is not a 
business day then time is extended until the next business day. 

3. Invitation to Tender 

3.1 Tenders are invited for the purchase of the Property subject to and 
upon the terms and conditions of the tender documents by which the 
Tenderer by submitting a tender agrees to be bound. 

3.2 The Vendor will accept tenders on any basis but Tenderers should 
be aware that the Vendo(s objectives in selling the Property include 
the following: 

El1hamOistrictH,storicalSocioty(olthamh1sto.-y.org.11u) 

to encourage a range of commercial, 
professional, entertainment and other community 
activities to serve the population of the area 
surrounding the Property; 

to provide for office facilities to complement the 
Eltham Town Centre - Core Retailing Zone; 

to ensure that the Eltham Town Centre is 
developed in an orderly and proper manner 
having regarding to vehicle and pedestrian 
movement and car parking; 

[amn 36311383m.111:270396] 



4. 

3. 

to encourage and assist the restructuring of the 
built environment of the Eltham Town Centre to 
enhance: 

use by pedestrians 

the appearance of buildings, pedestrian 
ways and open areas 

user convenience by clustering like 
functions and services 

adequate off street parking and 

management of traffic. 

Tender Procedure 

The Tenderer shall: 

4.1 

4.2 

insert the relevant information in the tender offer form including the 
insertion of a brief description of the Tenderer's proposed use and/or 
development of the Property with particular reference to the selection 
criteria referred to at clause 3.2; 

execute and date the Vendor's Statement annexed to the Contract 
in the position indicated for the Purchaser; 

4.3 insert in the Particulars of Sale of the Contract: 

4.3.1 the relevant details of the Purchaser's Solicitors (if 
any); 

4.3.2 the full name and address of the Purchaser and, if the 
Purchaser is a company, its A.C.N.; 

4.3.3 the purchase price tendered; 

4.3.4 the Contract deposit; and 

4.3.5 the balance of the purchase price; 

4.4 if the Tenderer is not a foreign person the Tenderer shall amend the 
Contract by deleting the special condition of the Contract headed 
"Foreign Persons" as required under clause 12 of these tender 
conditions; 

{amn 3838383m.18:190396J 
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4. 

4.5 if applicable comply with the Special Condition of the Contract 
headed "Foreign Persons"; 

4.6 execute the Contract as Purchaser. If the Purchaser is a Company 
or an Incorporated Association and has not executed the Contract 
under seal , the capacity of the person signing on behalf of the 
Purchaser (for example, Director) must be stated ; 

4. 7 if required by the special conditions of the Contract, procure the 
execution of the Guarantee and Indemnity annexed to the Contract 
and complete the following information on the appropriate page of 
the Guarantee and Indemnity: 

4.7.1 the full name and address of the Purchaser; 

4.7.2 the full name, address and occupation of each 
guarantor; 

4.7.3 the name of each guarantor after the words 'SIGNED 
by'; 

4.8 execute or procure execution of all documents in a manner binding 
by law on the Tenderer and on any guarantor; 

4.9 not date the Contract, amend any of its provisions, nor insert any 
words or figures in the Contract other than those referred to in this 
clause; 

4.10 place: 

4.10.1 

4.10.2 

4.10.3 

the completed and signed tender offer form; 

the executed Contract with annexed Vendor's 
Statement (and Guarantee and Indemnity if applicable); 
and 

a bank cheque (not a personal or building society 
cheque) for the tender deposit -

in a sealed envelope ("the Tender Envelope") clearly marked 
"Tender for the purchase of 895 Main Road, Eltham"; and 

4.11 place the Tender Envelope in the tender box at Colliers Jardine, 541 
Blackburn Road, Mount Waverley, Vic, 3149 by no later than 3.00pm 
Eastern Standard Time on the closing date. 

(amn 36383a3m. 1!:190396] 
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5. Acknowledgment by Tenderer 

The Tenderer acknowledges that: 

5. 

5.1 the tender documents when lodged in accordance with these tender 
conditions shall constitute an irrevocable offer by the Tenderer to 
purchase the Property from the Vendor at the purchase price and 
subject to the terms and conditions of the Contract; 

5.2 the Vendor will not accept: 

5.2.1 late tenders; 

5.2.2 tenders submitted by mail or facsimile; 

5.3 the Vendor is not bound to accept the highest or any tender and may 
accept or reject any tender or withdraw the Property from sale at any 
time; 

5.4 the Vendor will assess the merits of each tender by taking into 
account any matter, fact or circumstance which the Vendor and/or 
the Agent may deem appropriate, at their absolute discretion; 

5.5 the Vendor and/or the Agent may discuss with the Tenderer any 
variation of the terms of the tender or the variation of these tender 
conditions or the Contract at their sole discretion provided that the 
purchase price will not in any circumstances be negotiated; 

5.6 the Vendor and/or the Agent and/or Vendor's solicitor may at any 
time request the Tenderer to provide: 

5.6.1 such information and evidence as may be required to 
confirm the financial capacity of the Tenderer to 
complete the purchase of the Property; and 

5.6.2 where the Tenderer is a foreign person, evidence that 
the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Australia has 
given his approval to the Purchaser's acquisition of the 
Property unless the acquisition is exempt under the 
Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Regulations 1989; 

and to otherwise meet all other obligations of the Tenderer pursuant 
to these tender conditions and the terms of the Contract; 

5. 7 any or all financial information or details provided in accordance with 
clause 5.6 of these tender conditions is true and correct in all 
respects and that the Vendor will rely upon the accuracy of same; 

(•mn 3638383m.18:190396) 
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6. 

5.8 any request to the Tenderer in accordance with clause 5.6 of these 
tender conditions shall not be construed in any manner as implying 
an acceptance by the Vendor of the tender; 

5.9 any clarification by a Tenderer, agreement by the Tenderer or other 
materials submitted by the Tenderer after the submission of the 
tender documents shall, where accepted by the Vendor and/or the 
Agent, be deemed to form part of the Tenderer's offer; 

5.10 

5.11 

5.12 

5.10.1 

5.10.2 

5.10.3 

all bank cheques for tender deposits shall be held by 
the Agent (if any) or the Vendor's solicitor as 
stakeholders, or by the Vendor for safe custody; and 

in the case of a successful Tenderer its tender deposit 
will be held as part of the Contract deposit in 
accordance with the tenms of the Contract; and 

in the case of any unsuccessful Tenderer, the tender 
deposit will be returned to that Tenderer in accordance 
with clause 8 of these tender conditions. 

No interest shall accrue for the benefit of Tenderers on any moneys 
so held; 

the Vendor may reject any tender documents which have been 
altered or which contain erasures or which contain any information 
which is illegible; 

the Vendor may reject any tender where payment of the cheque for 
the tender deposit is refused by any bank and; 

5.13 prior to submitting the tender the Tenderer: 

5.13.1 

5.13.2 

5.13.3 

was given a reasonable opportunity to inspect the 
Property; 

inspected the Property; and 

perused the tender documents, the Contract and the 
Vendor's Statement and is satisfied: 

A. by physical examination and inspection, as to 
the condition quality and quantity of the Property 
and each and every part of it; 

B. as to the value of the Property from its own 
independent valuations and reports; 

(amn 383113113m.111:190396] 
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5.14 

5.15 

7. 

C. by enquiry from all appropriate authorities, as to 
the zoning and planning restrictions (including all 
planning approvals, permits and consents) on 
and in respect of the Property and the use to 
which the Property may be put and the 
development of it; 

D. by perusal of the tender documents including the 
Contract and from advice from the Tenderer's 
own legal advisers, as to the significance, 
meaning and effect of the relevant tender 
documents; 

E. by the Tenderer's own estimation, as to the 
present and future economic feasibility, viability 
and economic return of the Property; 

and the Tenderer shall be deemed to have entered into the Contract 
in reliance upon those examinations, inspections, enquiries, 
valuations, reports and perusals only and not upon any alleged 
statement, warranty, condition or representation whatsoever made or 
alleged to have been made by the Vendor or by the Agent or by any 
other agent of the Vendor; 

the tender documents form the whole of the Tenderer's offer, and 
any representations by the Vendor or the Agent or any other agent 
of the Vendor are hereby withdrawn. Notwithstanding any other 
provision of the tender documents to the contrary (including 
notification of acceptance of a tender offer) the Vendor shall not be 
bound by the tender documents or to any tender offer until the 
Contract has been executed by the Tenderer and by the Vendor and 
any required guarantee or other requirement of the Vendor has been 
met and the Contract has been delivered to the successful Tenderer; 

the Vendor will rely upon the accuracy of all information or details 
inserted in the tender offer in accordance with clause 4.1 of these 
tender conditions. 

6. Warranty by Tenderer 

The Tenderer warrants that: 

6.1 any or all information or details of its proposed use and development 
of the Property and any other relevant information which is inserted 
in the tender offer in accordance with clause 4.1 of these tender 
conditions is true and correct in all respects; and 

[amn 3838383m.18:190396] 
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8. 

6.2 the Tenderer will use or develop the Property as stated in the tender 
offer. 

7. Procedure for Acceptance 

8. 

7.1 The Vendor may accept the offer made by the Tenderer by notice in 
writing given by the Vendor, the Vendor's solicitor or Agent to the 
Tenderer at the address given in the tender offer at any time prior to 
close of business on the acceptance date. 

7.2 From the date upon which the Vendor's notice of acceptance is given 
to the Tenderer the Property shall be deemed to have been 
purchased by the Tenderer from the Vendor for the purchase price 
and on the terms and conditions contained in the Contract which 
shall constitute a Contract between the Vendor and the Purchaser for 
the sale and purchase of the Property. 

7.3 The Tenderer authorises the Vendor to insert the date of the 
Vendor's notice of acceptance as the day of sale in both parts of the 
Contract. 

7.4 Within seven days after the date of delivery or posting of the 
Vendor's notice of acceptance the Tenderer shall pay the Contract 
deposit less the tender deposit ("the balance deposit") by bank 
cheque to the Vendor's solicitor to be invested in accordance w~h 
the terms of the Contract. 

7.5 As soon as practicable after receiving the balance deposit, the 
Vendor shall execute and deliver to the Tenderer a counterpart of the 
Contract. 

Notification of Unsuccessful Tenderers 

The Vendor shall notify those Tenderers whose tender has been unsuccessful 
and shall return their respective tender deposits before the expiry of 14 days 
after the acceptance date. 

9. Companies 

If the Special Condition of the Contract headed "Guarantee" applies, the tender 
documents must include a Guarantee and Indemnity which complies with and 
has been executed in accordance with that Special Condition. 

10. No Assignment 

The Tender offer may not be assigned by the Tenderer at any time before or 
after acceptance. 

[amn 3838383m.18:190396J 
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9. 

11. Nomination 

Where a Tenderer proposes forming a company specifically to be the 
Purchaser pursuant to the Contract the Vendor may permit the Contract to be 
executed in the name of the Purchaser and/or nominee where the nominee will 
be the company to be formed provided that: 

11.1 such a proposal is clearly identified in the tender documents; 

11.2 the proposed principals of such company are clearly identified in the 
tender documents; and 

11.3 both the Tenderer and the principals of that company guarantee the 
performance of that company pursuant to the provisions of the 
Contract. 

12. Foreign Persons 

12.1 The following shall apply: 

12.1.1 

12.1.2 

if the Purchaser is a foreign person - the Tenderer shall 
incorporate in the Contract the provisions of the Special 
Condition headed "Foreign Persons"; and 

if the Purchaser is not a foreign person - the Tenderer 
shall delete the Special Condition headed "Foreign 
Persons" from the Contract and by so doing shall be 
deemed to have warranted that the Purchaser is not a 
foreign person and that the acquisition of the Property 
is not subject to the Foreign Acquisitions and 
Takeovers Act 1975. 

12.2 If the Purchaser breaches the warranty in clause 12.1.2, the 
Purchaser shall indemnify and keep the Vendor indemnified in 
respect of any loss, damage, penalty, fine or legal costs which the 
Vendor may suffer or incur as a result of the Purchaser's breach of 
warranty. 

13. Further Information 

13.1 Various documents, copies of which are contained in the tender 
documents or which are referred to in the tender documents, are 
available for inspection at the offices of the Vendor's solicitor by 
arrangement with the Vendor's solicitor. 

13.2 The Property may be inspected by arrangement with the Agent or, if 
there is no Agent, with the Vendor. All enquiries should be directed 
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10. 

to the contact person of the Agent or the Vendor as specified in 
clause 1.1. 

14. Confidentiality 

Neither the Tenderer, the Vendor, the Vendor's solicitor nor the Agent shall 
disclose the terms of any tender, the acceptance or non-acceptance of it or 
any matters relating to the Property without the consent of the Vendor and/or 
the Tenderer as the case may be, except for the sole purpose of enforcing the 
tender. 

15. Proper Law 

The tender documents shall be governed by the law of the State of Victoria 
and the Tenderer submits the tender subject to the jurisdiction of that State. 

16. Non-Merger 

The tender conditions shall not merge with the exchange of the Contract and 
any tender condition which is capable of taking effect after completion of the 
Contract shall not merge on completion but rather shall continue in full force 
and effect. 

17. Interpretation 

17.1 All references to currency are to Australian currency. 

17.2 The singular includes the plural and the plural includes the singular. 

17 .3 A reference to a gender includes a reference to each other gender. 

17.4 A reference to a person includes a reference to a firm, corporation 
or other corporate body. 

17.5 If a party consists of more than one person this tender binds them 
jointly and each of them severally. 

17.6 A reference to a statute shall include any statutes amending, 
consolidating or replacing same and any regulations made under 
such statutes. 

17.7 All headings are for ease of reference only and shall not be taken 
into account in the construction or interpretation of this tender. 
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11. 

18. Notices 

18.1 A notice or other communication required or permitted to be served 
by a party on another party or given by one party to another party 
shall be in writing and may be served or given: 

18.1.1 

18.1.2 

18.1.3 

by delivering it personally to that party; 

by sending it by prepaid post addressed to that party at 
the address set out in these tender documents or 
subsequently notified to each party from time to time; 
or 

by sending it by facsimile. 

18.2 A notice or other communication is deemed served or given: 

18.2.1 

18.2.2 

18.2.3 

if delivered, on the next following business day; 

if posted, on the expiration of two business days after 
the date of posting; or 

if sent by facsimile, on the next following business day 
unless the receiving party has requested retransmission 
before the end of that business day. 

(amn 36311383m.111:190396] 
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12. 

TENDER OFFER FORM 

TO: Nillumbik Shire Council ("the Vendor") 
Civic Dirive, 
GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088 

TENDER FOR PURCHASE OF Former Eltham Shire Offices 

895 Main Street, Eltham 

[Purchaser's Name] 

[Purchaser's Address] 

offers to purchase the Property from the Vendor for the sum of AUS$ 

This offer is made upon the terms and conditions set out in the tender condttions and 

is irrevocable until 3.00pm Eastern Standard Time on the acceptance date when, if 

not previously accepted by the Vendor, it shall become incapable of acceptance and 

is withdrawn. Its acceptance will constitute a binding Contract between the Tenderer 

and the Vendor to purchase the Property in accordance with the Contract. 

The following documents are attached to this Tender: 

• delete if not applicable 

1. Contract with signed Vendor's Statement attached 

2. • Guarantee and Indemnity 

3. Bank cheque payable to the Vendor's Solicitor or to the Agent for the tender 

deposit 

The Tenderer proposes to use and/or develop the Property as follows: 
[Insert a brief description of the proposed use and/or development of the Property to enable the 

Vendor to assess whether or not the tender relates to any of the matters referred to In clause 3.2 

of the tender condltlons] 

Proposed Land Use 
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13. 

Redevelopment Proposal (if applicable) 

DATED this day of 

EXECUTED as a Deed 

SIGNED SEALED AND DELIVERED 
by 
in the presence of: 

Witness 

OR if the Tenderer is a corporation 

THE COMMON SEAL of[the Tenderer] 

was hereunto affixed in accordance 
with its Articles of Association by 
authority of a resolution of its board of 
Directors in the presence of: 

Eltham [);strlc:1 Historical Soc,ety (el!llllmh1story.<><g.au) 

Director 

Name of Director 
(print) 

Director/Secretary 

Name of Director/Secretary 
(print) 

199 . 
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Maddock Lonie & Chishoh11 

DATED 1996 

NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL 
Vendor 

- and -

[ CONTRACT OF SALE 

Property: 895 Main Road, Eltham 

ADELAIDE, BOMBAY, COLOMBO. 

Tll.EPHONE (Ol) 9211 OSSS HONG KONG, KUALA~ 

FACSIMILE (OJ) 9211 0666 MANDA MELBOUllNE, 
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IU14·1 Published by the law Institute of Victoria and 1he Real Estate Institute of Vicwria lid. 

Estldt Agrnt5 Act 1980 Form 2 Copyright-May 1993 

CONTRACT OF SALE OF REAL ESTATE 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PURCHASERS 

Cooling-off period Section 31 Sale of Land Act 1962 

If none of the exceptions listed below applies to you, you may end this contract within 3 clear business 
days of the day that you sign the contract. 

To end this contract within this time, you must either give the vendor or 1he vendor's agent written 
notice that you are ending the contract or leave the notice at the address of the vendor or the vendor's 
agent. 

If you end the contract in this way, you are entitled to a refund of all the money you paid EXCEPT 
for $100 or 0.2% of the purchase price (whichever is more). 

EXCEPTIONS- The 3-day cooling-off period does not apply if-
• The price of the property (including chattels) exceeds $250,000 
• You bought the property at or within 3 clear business days before or after a publicly advertised auction 
• You received independent advice from a solicitor before signing the contract 
• The property is used mainly for industrial or commercial purposes 
• The property is more than 20 hectares in size and is used mainly for farming 
• You previously signed a similar contract for the same property 
• You are an estate agent or a corporate body. 

The conditions of this contract are contained in the attached-

Particulars of Sale, and 
Schedule, and 
General Conditions , and 

Special Conditions (if any). 

The vendor sells and the purchaser buys both the property and the chattels for the price and upon the conditions 
set out in this contract. 

The Vendor's Statement required by section 32(1) of the Sale of Land Act 1962 is attached to, and included 
in, this contract. 

Where the signature of any party to this comract is secured by an agent, the parties acknowledge being given 
a copy of this contract by the agent at the time of signing . 

.............................. ................ ..... .................................................................................................................. Vendor 

..... Purchaser 

Eltham District Historica l Society (elthamhistory .org.au) 



GENERAL CONDITIONS ("GC") 

Encumbrances 
I.I The purchaser buys the property and the chattels subject to the encumbrances shown in Item I of the 

Schedule. 
1.2 If the purchaser is taking over an existing mortgage­

(a) the purchaser assumes liability for the mortgage 
(b) the price is satisfied to the extent of any mortgage money owing at the settlement date, and 
(c) the vendor must treat any payment made by the purchaser under the mortgage as a payment made 

to the vendor under this contract. 

Loss or Damage Before Settlement 
2.1 The vendor carries the risk of loss or damage to the property and the chattels until settlement. 
2.2 The vendor must deliver the property and the chattels to the purchaser at settlement date in their present 

condition (fair wear and tear excepted). 
2.3 If any chattel is not in its present condition (fair wear and tear excepted) at settlement, the purchaser 

is only entitled to compensation from the vendor. 

Finance 
If a lender is nominated in the Particulars of Sale this contract is subject 10 the lender approving the 
loan on the security of the property by the approval date or any later approval date allowed by the vendor. 
The purchaser may end the contract if the loan is not approved by the approval date only if the purchaser­
(a) has made immediate application for the loan 
(b) has done everything reasonably required to obtain approval of the loan 
(c) serves written notice ending the contract on the vendor on or before 2 business days after the approval 

date, and 
(d) is not in default under any other condition of this contract when the notice is given. 
All money must be immediately refunded to the purchaser if the contract is ended. 

Terms Contracts 
If this is a "terms contract" as defined in section 2(1) of the Sole of land Act 1962, then-
(a) the vendor must arrange the discharge of any mortgage affecting the land by the settlement date 
(b) all money payable under th.:: contract must be paid to a duly qualified legal practitioner or a licensed 

estate agent to be applied towards discharging the mortgage 
(c) the purchaser must pay interest to the vendor from the settlement date upon the balance outstanding 

at the rate, on the days, and with the adjustments set out in Item 2 of the Schedule 
(d) the vendor must apply instalments under this contract first to pay interest and then to reduce the 

balance owing. 

Nominee 
If the contract says that the property is sold to a named purchaser "and / or nominee" (or similar words), 
the named purchaser may, at least 14 days before settlement date, nominate a substitute or additional 
purchaser, but the named purchaser remains personally liable for the due performance of all the purchaser's 
obligations under this contract. 

Payment 
6.1 The purchaser must pay all money (except 1he deposit) to the vendor, the vendor's solicitor or at the 

direction of the vendor. 
6.2 The purchaser must pay the deposit-

(a) to the vendor's estate agent or, if there is no estate agent, to the vendor's solicitor, or 
(b) if 1he vendor directs, into a special purpose banking account specified by the vendor in the joint 

names of the purchaser and the vendor. 
6.3 If the land sold is a lot on an unregistered plan of subdivision then the deposit­

(a) must not exceed 10% of the price, and 
(b) must be paid-

(i) to the vendor's solicitor or estate agent to be held by the solicitor or estate agent on trust 
for the purchaser, or 

(ii) if the vendor directs, into a special purpose banking account in Victoria specified by the vendor 
in the join1 names of the purchaser and the vendor 

until the registration of the plan. 

Breach 

Time 

A party who breaches this contract must pay to the other party on demand-
(a) compensation for any reasonably foreseeable loss to the other party resulting from the breach, and 
(b) any interest due under this contract as a result of the breach. 

If the time for performing any action expires on a Saturday, Sunday or bank holiday, then time is extended 
until the next business day. 

(continued on page 5) 
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General Conditions in Legislation 
9.1 The general conditions in Table A of the Seventh Schedule of the Transfer of Land Acl 1958 apply if 

the land is under the operation of that Act. 
9.2 The general conditions in the Third Schedule of the Property Law Acr 1958 apply if the land is not 

under the operation of the Transfer of Land Act 1958. 
9.3 General Conditio n 9 in Table A or in the Third Schedule applies as if its seco nd last sentence ended 

with the additional words, ·•as a resident Australian beneficial owner of 1he land "'. 

Conflict Between Conditions 
10 In case of a connict between the conditions the order of priority is­

(a) any special conditions in 1his contract 
(b) general conditions in this contract 
(c) general conditions in legislation. 

Conditions 
11 These conditions prevail over the conditions in any earlier contract and any requisitions and answers properly 

made and given under that contract are deemed to be requisitions and answers properly made and given 
under this contract. 

Senice 
12 Any document served by post is deemed to be served on the next business day after posting unless proved 

otherwise. 

Transfer and Settlement 
13.1 The purchaser must provide the instrument of transfer required by General Condition 12 of Table A, 

or the assurance required by the Third Schedule (as the case may be), to the vendor or the vendor's 
solicitor at least 10 days prior to the settlement date. 

13.2 The vendor must pay the bank fees on all bank cheques exceeding 3 that are required by the vendor 
for settlement. 

Law Institute of Victoria Property Law Dispute Resolution Committee Guidelines 

The Committee has been established to decide disputes relating to property law matters. 
Where one party does no! have a solicitor representing them, the dispute cannot be heard until that party 
instructs a solicitor. 

An agreed Statement of Facts must be signed by all parties and referring solicitors and must include: 
2. 1 A clear and concise statement of all the relevant agreed facts upon which the dispute is based. The 

Committee is unable to make any decision unless the facts are agreed between the parties. 
2.2 A copy of all relevant documents. 
2.3 The issues, based on the agreed facts, to be decided by the Committee. 
2.4 Applications for disputes to be decided by the Committee shall include an agreement by the referring 

Solicitors and the parties to be bound by the Committee·s decision on any question of law or practice. 

Applications in the appropriate form must be lodged with the Secretary of the Property Law Dispute 
Resolution Committee C/ - the Law Institute of Victoria. The form is sel oul in the Conveyancing Diary 
or may be obtained from the Property Law Sec1ion of the Institute. 

An administration fee of $50.00 for each referring solicitor must be paid to the Institute when the application 
i~ lodged. 

The Committee's decision will be based upon the material contained in the Statement of Facts Q!!.!y. 
In making its decision the Committee shall act as an expert panel and not as an arbitrator. 

The Committee reserves the righ1-
(i) to call for furt her and better particulars in order to make a decision. 
(ii) to refuse to decide any dispute, in which case any fees will be refunded in full. 

The Committee's written decision will be seni to the referring solicitors within seven days of the dispute 
being decided. 
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VENDOR'S 
AGENT 

VENDOR'S 
SOLICITOR 

PURCHASER'S 
SOLICITOR 

VENDOR 

PURCHASER 

LAND 

PROPERTY 
ADDRESS 

CHATTELS 

PRICE 

DEPOSIT 

PARTICULARS OF SALE 

Colliers Jardine of 541 Blackburn Road, Mount Waverley in conjunction 
with Graeme Hardiman First National Real Estate of 978 Main Road , 
Eltham, 3095 
Colliers:- Tel: 9544 8888 Fax: 9540 0388 
First National:- Tel: 9431 2222 Fax: 9431 2186 

Maddock Lonie & Chisholm of 140 William Street Melbourne 
Ref:GOC:AMN:363838 

DX 259 Melbourne Tel: 9288 0555 Fax: 9288 0666 

Ref: 
DX Tel: Fax: 

Nillumbik Shire Council of Civic Drive, Greensborough, 3088 

Lot 1 on PS338910Y being the whole of the land in Certificate of Title 
Volume 10264 Folio 359 which land is also shown enclosed by continuous 
thick lines on the Sale Plan at Annexure "A" to this Contract. 

the land together with any improvements known as 
895 Main Road, Eltham 

any blinds, curtains, floor coverings and light fittings remaining on the 
Property at the day of sale 

$ 

$ being ten per cent of the price payable on the 
signing hereof 

BALANCE $ 

PAYMENT on the expiry of 60 days from the day of sale or earlier by agreement. 
OF BALANCE 

SETTLEMENT 
DATE 

is the date upon which vacant possession of the Property and the Chattels 
shall be given, namely, upon acceptance of title and payment in full of the 
purchase price. 

[amn363838Jm.16:030496J 
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DAY OF SALE is the date of this Contract namely the 
19 

day of 

ITEM 1 
(GC 1.1) 

SCHEDULE 

Encumbrances to be assumed by the Purchaser -

1. All registered and any unregistered easements and restrictive 
covenants (if any). 

2. The carriageway easement to be created over the part of the 
land sold which is marked E-1 on the Plan of Creation of 
Easement at Annexure "B" to this Contract ("the carriageway 
easement") . 

3. The rights (if any) of Eastern Energy Limited in relation to an 
electricity sub-station situated on part of the Property ("the sub­
station") . 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Deposit Monies 

1. 1.1 The Purchaser authorises the Vendor's Solicitor to place the deposit 
money in an interest bearing trust account with the Westpac Banking 
Corporation ("the Bank") at its branch at 360 Collins Street, Melbourne 
in the joint names of the Vendor and the Purchaser forthwith after the 
signing hereof if the Vendor elects to do so, but if the Vendor does not 
elect to do so, the deposit money shall be held in the Vendor's 
Solicitor's trust account; 

1.2 The Vendor and the Purchaser hereby agree that if the deposit is 
invested in an interest bearing account any interest which accrues on 
the deposit money shall be paid to the party entitled to the deposit on 
the date on which the deposit money is released to that party and any 
tax credit will belong to whichever party is entitled to receive the interest 
on the deposit; 

1.3 For the purposes of sub-clause 1.2 of this Special Condition the 
expression "interest" shall be deemed to mean all interest which has 
accrued in respect of the interest bearing trust account referred to in 
sub-clause 1.1 of this Special Condition less all stamp and other duties 
payable in respect of such account and any tax deducted from such 
account because of failure to supply any relevant tax file number; 

[amn 3638383m.16:030496] 
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1.4 The Vendor and the Purchaser shall do all things and shall execute or 
sign all forms and other documents necessary to enable the Vendor's 
Solicitor to open the interest bearing trust account with the Bank and to 
withdraw the said deposit and accrued interest on the date on which the 
deposit money is to be released and generally to give effect to the 
terms of this Special Condition including, without prejudice to the 
generality of the foregoing , supplying any relevant tax file number or 
numbers; 

1.5 The Vendor's Solicitor shall not be responsible in any way for any loss 
occasioned by the investment of the deposit and the party entitled to 
the deposit on the completion or termination of this Contract (whichever 
in fact occurs) shall bear the risk of the loss of the deposit. 

Section 32 of the Sale of Land Act 1962 

2. The Purchaser acknowledges that prior to signing this Contract or any 
agreement or document in respect of the sale hereby made which is legally 
binding upon or intended legally to bind the Purchaser, the Purchaser has 
been given a Statement in writing containing the particulars required by 
Section 32(2) of the Sale of Land Act 1962 (as amended). 

Statutory Powers s.189 Local Government Act 1989 

3. The land is sold pursuant to s.189 of the Local Government Act 1989. 

Carriageway easement 

4. 4.1 The Purchaser acknowledges and agrees that the carriageway 
easement is to be created over part of the land sold in favour of land to 
the north east of the Property of which Nillumbik Shire Council (as the 
successor at law to the President Councillors and Ratepayers of the 
Shire of Eltham) is the owner being the land in Certificate of Title 
Volume 8479 Folio 283. 

4.2 The Purchaser agrees to include the carriageway easement in the 
Transfer of the land sold to the Purchaser but, if that easement is 
incapable of registration or is not included in the Transfer, to execute 
a creation of easement deed in the form of Form 13 of the Transfer of 
Land (General) Regulations 1994 (or any other form which is approved 
by the Land Titles Office or prescribed from time to time for creation of 
an easement pursuant to Section 45(1) of the Transfer of Land Act 
1958) which carriageway easement shall be in the form of the Twelfth 
Schedule to the Transfer of Land Act 1958. 
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4.3 The Purchaser agrees that the Transfer of Land which it is required to 
submit to the Vendor in accordance with Special Condition 15 of this 
Contract shall be in form T2 and shall include the carriageway 
easement in accordance with Annexure "B" to this Contract and the 
Vendor shall not be required to execute a Transfer of Land which does 
not include the carriageway easement. 

4.4 The Purchaser agrees to do all things necessary to enable the 
carriageway easement to be registered including:-

4.4.1 where the carriageway easement is created by any of the means 
referred to in Special Condition 4.2 and the Purchaser has 
lodged a Caveat against the title to the land sold , consenting 
(where appropriate) as Caveator, as soon as reasonably 
practicable after being requested to do so, to the registration of 
the carriageway easement; 

4.4.2 executing any creation of easement deed submitted to the 
Purchaser or its Solicitors by the Vendor or its Solicitors 
(provided that such deed is in the form of Form 13 of the 
Transfer of Land (General) Regulations 1994 or such other form 
as may be approved by the Land Titles Office or prescribed from 
time to time for creation of an easement pursuant to Section 
45(1) of the Transfer of Land Act 1958) within 14 days of the 
date of such creation of easement being submitted to the 
Purchaser or its Solicitors for execution by the Purchaser as 
Granter; 

4.4.3 within 14 days of being requested to do so by the Vendor or its 
solicitors, procuring the consents of any mortgagees or caveators 
or any orders to register which may be required by the Land 
Titles Office in order to procure registration of the carriageway 
easement and, making the Certificate of Title to the land sold 
available or ensuring that the said Certificate of Title is made 
available at the Land Titles Office; and 

4.4.4 answering any requisition raised by the Land Titles Office 
regarding the carriageway easement or the Transfer of Land to 
the Purchaser as soon as reasonably possible after being 
received by the Purchaser, the Purchaser's mortgagee or their 
respective Solicitors and in any event within the time limit 
prescribed by the Land Titles Office for answering that requisition 
provided that such requisition is capable of being answered by 
the Purchaser or by any other person on behalf of the Purchaser. 
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The Sub-station 

5. 5.1 The Purchaser acknowledges that it has been advised that the sub­
station is situated on part of the Property and would normally be subject 
to a Lease to Eastern Energy Limited but Eastern Energy Limited has 
been unable to provide details to the Vendor of that Lease or of any 
other rights which Eastern Energy Limited may have over the sub­
station. 

5.2 The Purchaser agrees that:-

5.2.1 it purchases the Property subject to any rights which Eastern 
Energy Limited may have in respect of the sub-station; 

5.2.2 the Purchaser may be required by Eastern Energy Limited to 
enter into a Lease of the sub-station in order to continue to use 
the sub-station after the settlement date; and 

5.2.3 the Purchaser will not make any objection or raise any 
requisitions or claim any compensation from the Vendor in 
relation to any rights of Eastern Energy Limited in respect of the 
sub-station and shall not require the Vendor to produce or enter 
into any Lease or other documents in respect of the sub-station. 

Contamination by Asbestos 

6. The Purchaser: 

6.1 acknowledges:-

6.1.1 that the Purchaser buys the land subject to any contamination 
caused by the existence or use of asbestos, on or in the land or 
any improvements on the land ("the Asbestos"); and 

6.1.2 that the Vendor has disclosed the Hazardous Material Survey 
prepared for the Vendor dated 5 February 1996, a copy of which 
is attached in Annexure "C" to this Contract ("the Report"); and 

6.1.3 that, except to the extent of that disclosure, no representation or 
warranty and no indemnity of any kind has been made or given 
by or on behalf of the Vendor concerning the existence or 
otherwise of any contamination of, on or in the land or any 
improvement on the land or concerning the risk of any possible 
harm or detriment which may be caused to any beneficial use of 
the land; and 
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6.2 agrees: 

6.2.1 not to raise any requisition or make any objection to the Vendor's 
title or make any claim against the Vendor howsoever arising in 
respect of any contamination or any harm or detriment which 
may be caused to any beneficial use of the land; and 

6.2.2 that the Vendor gives no warranty about the accuracy or 
completeness of the Report; 

6.3 releases the Vendor, its officers and agents from any claims by or 
liability to the Purchaser whatsoever in respect of the existence or use 
of the Asbestos however arising including, without limitation, any costs, 
losses or expenses incurred by the Purchaser in relation to the 
Asbestos or any remedial action taken by the Purchaser in respect of 
the Asbestos whether in compliance with any notice or order issued by 
any relevant statutory authority or otherwise; and 

6.4 indemnifies the Vendor against all claims, demands, proceedings, 
judgements, damages, costs and losses which the Vendor may suffer, 
sustain, or incur, however arising, in respect of the Asbestos and any 
contamination or any harm or detriment which may be caused to any 
beneficial use of the land, including the cost of complying with any 
notice or order issued by any relevant statutory authority after the day 
of sale in relation to the Asbestos. 

Measurements 

7. The Purchaser admits that the land as offered for sale and inspected by the 
Purchaser is identical with that described in the Title particulars given above. 
The Purchaser shall not make any requisitions or claim any compensation for 
any alleged misdescription of the land or deficiency in its area or 
measurements or any patent or latent defects in the land or call upon the 
Vendor to amend Title or to bear all or any part of the cost of doing so. 
Condition 3 of Table A of the Transfer of Land Act 1958 ("Table A") shall not 
apply to this Contract. 

No Warranties 

8. 8.1 The Purchaser acknowledges and declares that the Purchaser has 
purchased the Property as a result of the Purchaser's own inspection 
and inquiry and that the Purchaser does not rely on any representation 
or warranty of any nature made by or on behalf of the Vendor or its 
Agents or its Consultants; 
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8.2 Without detracting from the generality of the preceding sub-clause it is 
agreed that the Purchaser shall not be entitled to make any objection, 
requisition or claim for compensation whatsoever in respect of the state 
of repair and condition of any building on the land sold or any items 
located within such building. 

Whole Agreement 

9 . The covenants provisions terms and agreements contained herein expressly 
or by statutory implication cover and comprise the whole of the agreement 
between the parties and the parties expressly agree and declare that no 
further or other covenants agreements provisions or terms shall be deemed to 
be implied herein or to arise between the parties by way of collateral or other 
agreement by reason of any promise representation warranty or undertaking 
given or made by either party to the other on or before the execution hereof 
and the existence of any such implication or collateral or other agreement is 
hereby expressly negatived. 

Guarantee 

10. If the Purchaser is a Company other than a Public Company and/or if the 
Purchaser nominates a substitute purchaser which is a Company other than 
a Public Company the Purchaser undertakes and agrees that it shall procure 
the Guarantee of two of its Directors or of two Directors of the substitute 
purchaser (as appropriate) in the form annexed hereto to the performance of 
the obligations incurred by the Purchaser pursuant to this Contract of Sale 
within seven (7) days of the date of this Contract or of its nomination of the 
substitute purchaser (as appropriate) if so required by the Vendor or the 
Vendor's Solicitor. 

Planning Restrictions 

11. 11.1 The Purchaser buys subject to the Planning and Environment Act 1987 
and to all relevant planning controls and restrictions on the use and/or 
development of the Property imposed by the Planning Scheme for the 
municipality in which the Property is situated. 

11.2 Annexure "D" to this Contract is a copy of sheet 3 of PS33891 OY. The 
land shown hatched on that Plan and marked 3882 represents the part 
of the Property which is within the Eltham Town Centre - Retail and 
Office Zone, the part of the land which is shown cross-hatched marked 
82 is within the Restricted Business Zone and the land remaining in Lot 
1 which is neither hatched nor cross-hatched is reserved land marked 
POS. 
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11.3 The Purchaser acknowledges having been advised of the different 
zoning of different parts of the land under the Eltham Planning Scheme 
and agrees that none of the matters referred to in this Special Condition 
shall constitute a defect in the Vendor's title or affect the validity of this 
Contract and the Purchaser shall not make any requisition or objection 
nor be entitled to any compensation from the Vendor in respect of any 
compliance or non-compliance with all relevant planning controls and 
restrictions and the zoning of the Property. 

Execution of necessary documents 

12. Each party hereto shall execute and deliver all such documents, instruments 
and writings and shall do or procure to be done all such acts and things 
necessary or desirable or reasonable to give effect to this Contract of Sale. 

Non-merger 

13. Any provision of this Contract which is capable of taking effect after completion 
of this Contract, including Special Condition 5, shall not merge on completion 
but rather shall continue in full force and effect. 

Indemnity 

14. Subject to any provision to the contrary in this Contract the Purchaser shall 
indemnify and keep indemnified the Vendor against all claims, demands, 
proceedings, judgements, damages, costs and losses of any nature 
whatsoever which the Vendor may suffer, sustain or incur in connection with 
or relating to any liabil ity, claim, action, demand, suit or proceedings 
howsoever arising made or incurred on or subsequent to the settlement date 
or from events or occurrences happening or arising on or subsequent to the 
settlement date out of or in respect of the Property or any act, matter or thing 
occurring thereon . 

Delivering the Transfer 

15. The Instrument of Transfer referred to in Condition 12 of Table A duly 
executed by the Purchaser shall be delivered by the Purchaser to the Vendor's 
Solicitors not less than fourteen (14) days prior to the settlement date. The 
Purchaser shall be deemed to have made default in payment of the balance 
of the Price if such duly executed Instrument of Transfer is not delivered at 
least fourteen (14) days prior to the settlement date such default being 
deemed to commence on the settlement date and terminate upon the expiry 
of fourteen (14) days from the date upon which the Instrument of Transfer is 
received by the Vendor's Solicitors. 
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Standard Requisitions 

16. 16.1 Requisitions on title shall only be delivered in the copyright form 
prepared by the Law Institute of Victoria (revised March 1990). 

16.2 No further or additional requisitions shall be delivered save for those 
which arise out of the Vendor's answers to requisitions. 

16.3 Nothing in this Special Condition shall be deemed to relieve the Vendor 
of its obligation to make good title to the Property. 

*[Delete Special Condition 16 where not applicable] 
Foreign Persons 

17. 17.1 The Purchaser acknowledges that he is a "foreign person" as defined 
in section 21A of the Foreign Acquisitions and Takeovers Act 1975 
("the Act") and that the acquisition of the Property is subject to the Act. 

17.2 The Purchaser warrants that he has notified the Treasurer of the 
Commonwealth of Australia ("the Treasurer") in the form prescribed by 
the Act of the proposed acquisition of the Property ("the proposal") 
except where the proposed acquisition is exempt under the Foreign 
Acquisitions and Takeovers Regulations 1989. 

17.3 The Purchaser agrees that he will furnish to the Treasurer as 
expeditiously as possible such further information as the Treasurer shall 
require in relation to the acquisition and shall use his best endeavours 
to expedite approval by the Treasurer unless the proposal is exempt 
from the rieed for prior examination under the Act. 

17.4 If the proposal is not exempt under the Act the Purchaser shall: 

17.4.1 

17.4.2 

within two days after dispatch or receipt (as the case may 
be), produce to the Vendor a copy of all communications 
received from the Treasurer in respect of the proposal; 

within two days after receipt provide written notification to 
the Vendor of receipt of an order from the Treasurer 
prohibiting the acquisition of the Property by the Purchaser 
or of advice in writing that the Treasurer has no objection 
to the acquisition of the Property by the Purchaser. 

17.5 If the proposal is not exempt under the Act and within 45 days after the 
day of sale: 

[amn3638383m.16:030496] 
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17.5.1 

17.5.2 
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the Purchaser has not received advice in writing from the 
Treasurer that the Treasurer has no objection to the 
acquisition of the Property by the Purchaser; or 

the Treasurer makes an order prohibiting the Purchaser 
from acquiring the Property 

the Vendor or the Purchaser may, by notice to the other party, terminate 
this Contract and all the rights and liabilities of the Vendor and the 
Purchaser under this Contract shall forthwith cease and all moneys paid 
by the Purchaser to the Vendor under this Contract shall be refunded 
forthwith except that the Vendor will be entitled to deduct his reasonable 
legal and other expenses associated with this Contract. 

Interpretation 

18. Wherever appearing in this Contract of Sale words importing persons shall 
include corporations, words importing the singular or plural numbers shall 
include plural and singular number respectively, words importing the masculine 
gender shall include all genders as the case may require and references to 
statutes shall include any statutes amending consolidating or replacing the 
same and any headings are for ease of reference only and shall not affect the 
construction of this Contract. 

(amn36311383m.16:030496} 
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ANNEXURE "A" 

Sale Plan 
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SALE PLAN 
LOT 1 PS. 338910Y 
FORMER SHIRE OFFICES 
MAIN STREET EL THAM 
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lENGnts ARE .. NETRES 

~ : 

t DIMENSIONS SHO._,N TtlJS i..n ARE IN HETRES. -

l. AREAS SHOWN 7125•1 ARE ti SQUARE HETRES. 

EASEMENT INFOR'1A TION 

EHCUHBRANCES: 

E-10 - CARRIAGEWAY AND SERVICES !SEE PS 331910YI 

E-li. - PROPOSED CARRIAGEWAY IN fAVOUft Of 
LOT 2 LP.6J2U. 

APPURTENANCES: 

E-9 - CARRIA6EWAY ISEE PS 3)1910YJ 

FEBRUARY 1996 
SURVEYORS REFERENCE , 41"1 

LAWLOR ANO LOY PTY LTD 
LANO SURVEYORS ANO TOWN PLANNERS 

122 PARA ROAD, MONTMORENCY 309, 
TELEPHONE, 9,35 2,22 

ElthamO,srnctH1fll<lrical5oa&ty(ellhllmh1slOly.Ofg.au) 
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ANNEXURE "B" 

Transfer of Land and 
Plan of Creation of Easement 

[ 

l 
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VICTORIAN LAND TITLES OFFICE 

Containing a Transfer of Land Covenant and/or Easement 
Section 45 Transfer of Land Act 1958 

Lodged at the Larxl Titles Office by: 

Name: MADDOCK LONIE & CHISHOLM 
Phone: 9288 0555 

Made Available/Change Control 

Ref: GOC:AMN:363838Customer Code: 1167E L,.ndTidesOfr11:eUseOofy 

The Transferor at the direction of the directing party (if any) transfers to the transferee the estate and interest 
specified in the land clescribed for the consideration expressed-

together with any easement created by this transfer; 
1 - subject to the encwnbrances affecting the land including any created by dealings lodged for registration before 

the lodging of this transfer; and 

I - subject to any easement reserved by this transfer or restrictive covenant contained or covenant created pursuant 
to statute and included in this transfer. 

Land (TU/e) 

Volume 10264 Folio 359 

Estate and Interest (e.g. "all my estate in fee simp/eH) 

all its estate and interest in fee simple 

.. Consideration 
($) 

Transferor (Full name) 
• Nillumbik Shire Council 

Transferee (Full name and address for future notices including postcode) 

Directing Party (Full name) 

-- -----------------------------------CF8iUion anrcllor Reservation of ~aseFReRt anellor Co eooflt carriageway easement 

The Transferor hereby reserves unto itself and the registered proprietor or proprietors for the time being of 
the land in Volume 8479 Folio 283 ("the dominant land") or any part thereof and his tenants, servants, agents, 
workmen and visitors full and free right and liberty to go pass and repass at all times hereafter and for all 
purposes and either with or without horses or other animals, carts, vehicles or other carriages into and out of 
and from the dominant land or any part thereof through over and along the road or way marked E-1 on the 
attached plan for creation of easement. 

Dated: 
Execution and Ancstation 

Land Titles Office Use Only 

T2 
0 

T/0 Approval No: 017929A 

~l . .awPcrfectPtyLrd 
Elttwim o;w;c, Hts1oocel Socoely (eltharnhls1ory.org.11U) 

see verse 
Scamp Duty U"' Only 
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ORDER TO REGISTER 

To the Registrar of Titles 

Please register this dealing and upon completion issue the documents as follows:-

Signed ........ ... .... ... .... . 

Firm's Name 

Customer code 

Creation and/or Reservation of Easement and/or Covenant {continuation if necessa.cy) 

THE COMMON SEAL of NILLUMBIK SHIRE 
1 COUNCIL was hereunto affixed in the presence of: 

• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Commissioner 

Commissioner 

Chief Executive Officer 

- Signed by the transferee in the presence of: 

EltlmmDistrictH islonca l Society(elthamh,slory.0<g.ou) Sec AI\Olll""81lh11<1,rood,cfl .. 
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ANNEXURE "C" 

Hazardous Material Survey (Special Condition 6) 
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SUMMARY 

In January 1995 Kilpatrick and Associates Pty Ltd performed a hazardous material survey 
of the former Eltham Municipal Offices Building, Main Road Eltham. The findings of the 
survey are summarised as follows: 

Asbestos Containing Materials 

Asbestos containing materials in the form of insulation material, vinyl floor tiles, vinyl wall 
tiles, fire door insulation, cement sheet and possible bituminous membrane were located 
during the survey. 

Toe condition of these asbestos containing materials indicates a negligible/low exposure risk 
while they remain undisturbed. There is currently no reason to remove these materials. If 
planned maintenance, refurbishment or demolition works are likely to cause disturbance to 
the asbestos containing materials, they should be removed before the commencement of such 
works. 

Synthetic Mineral Fibre Products 

Synthetic mineral fibre products in the form of ceiling insulation, air conditioning duct and 
unit insulation and pipe insulation were located during the survey. 

The presence of synthetic mineral fibre products constirutes a negligible exposure risk to 
employees under nonnal conditions of occupancy. All maintenance, refurbishment or 
demolition work involving synthetic mineral fibres should be carried out in accordance with 
the National Standard and Code of Practice for the Safe Use of Synthetic Mineral Fibre 
(1990). 

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

Fluorescent light fittings were located during the survey. It is possible that polychlorinated 
biphenyls are present within the capacitors of the light fittings. Maintenance, refurbishment 
or demolition personnel should be made aware of the possibility that polychlorinated 
biphenyls may be present and appropriate precautionary measures should be taken. 

ii 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In January 1995 Kilpatrick and Associates Pty Ud performed a hazardous material survey 
of the former Eltham Municipal Offices, Lower Plenty Road, Eltham . The survey has been 
performed on behalf of The Pinnacle Property Group Pty Ud. 

The aim of the survey was to: 

1. assess the premises for the presence of asbestos containing materials, synthetic 
mineral fibre products and the possible presence of polychlorinatcd biphenyls 
in fluorescent light linings; and 

2. identify, as far as practicable, the location, type and condition of these 
materials; and 

3. make appropriate recommendations to ensure that the risk of exposure to these 
materials is prevented, or controlled so as to minimise the risk to health and 
safety. 

~ The assessment of the asbestos conr.a.ining materials has been conducted in accordance with 
the requirements of the Victorian Occupational Health and Safety (Asbestos) Regulations 
1992. • 

The building is multi level concrete and brick structure with a metal roof. 

Hazardous Material Survey • Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Ellham. 
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2. LIMITATIONS 

This report should be read in its entirety and s~l not be reproduced except in full . 

This report should not be used for the purpose of costing a hazardous materials removal 
program unless accompanied by an appropriate specification or scope of works. 

Every practicable effort has been made to identify and document all asbestos, synthetic 
mineral fibre and PCB containing materials present on site. 

Representative samples of suspect materials were collected fat analysis. Not all suspect 
materials were sampled. 

Hazardous materials may be present in areas that were inaccessible during the course of the 
survey. Such areas may include ceiling spaces, underfloor areas and enclosed wall cavities. 
Other inaccessible areas have been identified in the survey results section of this report. 

In addition to areas that were not accessible, the possible presence of asbestos and/or 
synthetic mineral fibre in several materials or locations was not assessed because: 

1. the presence of asbestos or synthetic mineral fibre was not considered to 
represent a significant exposure risk; and/or 

2. it was not practicable because: 

a) it wou~d require unnecessary dismantling of equipment; and/or 

b) 

c) 

it was considered disruptive to the normal operations of the building; 
and/or 

it may have caused unnecessary dam.age to equipment or surfaces; 
and/or 

d) the time taken to determine the presence of the asbestos or synthetic 
mineral fibre was prohibitive. 

Asbestos containing materials not considered to represent a significant exposure risk include 
paints, mastics, sealants, adhesives and similar materials. 

Locations where the assessment of asbestos containing materials or synthetic mineral fibre 
products may not have been practicable may include: internal sections of air-conditioning 
systems and hot water/heating systems, wall panitions, laboratory equipment, electrical light 
fittings, and lift shafts. 

Hazardous Material Survey - Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Eltham. 
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3. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

3.1 Survey Methods 

An investigation of materials was carried out in all accessible rooms or areas. The walls. floors. ceilings and, where 
practicable, ceiling spaces and wall cavities were inspected ror the presence of the specified hazardous materials. 

Samples of suspect materials were collected in locations where minimal damage would occur. Sampling was not 
performed where it would effect the structural integrity or appearance of the material. 

Sampling was performed using hand tools to ensure the minimal disturbance of tbc material. Suspect materials were 
transferred to pre-numbered vial! and returned to the laborat0ry for analysis. 

3.2 Analytical Methods 

Sample analysis was performed by a NAT A accredited and Health and Safety Organisation, Victoria approved 
analyst in accordance with Kilpaaiclc and Associates Pty Ltd Method Manual A02. 

1. Initial sample examination was carried out using a stereoscopic microscope to sepuatc the sample 
into itS various layers or sub-types and to tease out the sample. 

2. If necessary, the sample was igni~ at 45o•c to remove any interfering matrix. 

3. A ponion or the sample was immersed in the appropriate calibrated refractive index liquid 
(Cargille) in preparation for polarised microscopy and dispersion staining analysis. 

4. Polarising microscopic examination was carried out in order to determine the fullowing major 
optical properties: 

a) The morphological rearures or the fibre. 

b) 

c) 

d) 

The colour and pleochroic nature or the fibre. 

The strength or birefringence. 

The optical orientation in relation to the fibre axis. 

e) The optical extinction in relation to the fibre axis. 

O The principal refractive index or the fibre parallel and perpendicular to the fibre axis. 
Dispersion staining analysis was carried out, where possible, to confirm the refractive 
indices. 

Results or asbestos analysis are reponcd as "Co nu.ins asbestos" or "Trace asbestos" only. The results or synthetic 
mineral fibre analysis are reported as "Contains synthetic mineral fibre·. The methods do not allow for the reporting 
of percentages. 

Huardous Material Survey • Ehham Municipal Offices, Main Road Eltham. 
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4. SURVEY RESULTS 

LOCATION MATERIAL COMMENTS 

LOWER 
GROUND 

Plant room. Insulation material. Asbestos was detected in the 

~ insulation material that surrounds 
the main boiler (Sample 64771). 

~ Synthetic mineral fibre. The air conditioning units are 
insulated with synthetic mineral 
fibre. 

~ Synthetic mineral fibre. The flow and rerum pipes are 
insulated with synthetic mineral 
fibre. 

The chiller units are insulated 
with rubber. 

The plant room fire door is 
internally insulated with lead 
sheeting. 

Store room adjacent Vinyl floor tiles. Asbestos was detected in the blue 
plant room. vinyl flor tiles (Sample 64783). 

Foyer area. No asbestos detected was detected 
in the cream vinyl floor tiles 
(Sample 64765). 

Community services No asbestos was detected in the 
office. beige vinyl floor tiles under the 

office carpet (Sample 64786). 

Synthetic mineral fibre. The air conditioning ducts and the 
ceiling space are insulated with 
synthetic mineral fibre. 

Storage area Cement sheet. Asbestos was detected in the 
adjacent printing cement sheet that lines the 
room. studded wall between the storage 

area and printing room (Sample 
64762). 

Hazardous Material Survey • Ehham Municipal Offices. Main Road Eltham. 
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LOCATION MATERIAL COMMENTS 

Records room. No asbestos containing materials 
were located in the records room. 

Fire door to records Fire door insulation. Asbestos was detected in the fire 
room. door insulation (Sample 64781). 

Printing room. Vinyl floor tiles., Asbestos was detected in the 
beige vinyl floor tiles (Sample 
64801). 

No asbestos was detected in the 
cream vinyl floor tiles (Sample 
64768). 

General office and No asbestos was detected in the 
foyer area. speckled brown vinyl floor tiles 

(Sample 64776). 

BASEMENT 

Lunch room. No asbestos was detected in the 
insulation material that is adhered 
to the ceiling and beams (Sample 
64758). 

GROUND FLOOR 

Suspended ceiling Synthetic mineral fibre. The ceiling space and air 
space. conditioning ducts are insulated 

with synthetic mineral fibre. 

Office areas under Vinyl floor tiles. Asbestos was detected in the 
carpet. beige vinyl floor tiles (Sample 

64800). 

!.J North kitchen. Vinyl wall tiles. Asbestos was detected in the vinyl 
wall tiles (Sample 64757). 

Synthetic mineral fibre. Toe hot water tank is insulated 
with synthetic mineral fibre. 

South kitchen and No asbestos was detected in the 
u foyer area. cream vinyl floor tiles (Sample 

64791). 

._ Emergency exit The emergency exit door has a 
door north end. timber core. 

Strong room. Fire door insulation. The strong room door may be 
I., internally insulated with asbestos. 

Hazardous Material Survey • Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Elth:im. 
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LOCATION MATERIAL COMMENTS 

FIRST FLOOR 

~ Suspended ceiling Synthetic mineral fibre. The ceiling space and air 
space. conditioning ducts are insulated 

~ 
with synthetic mineral fibre. 

Male and female No asbestos was detected in the 

~ 
toilets. cream vinyl floor tiles (Sample 

64775). 

Female toilet. Vinyl floor tiles. Asbestos was detected in the blue 

u vinyl floor tiles (Sample 64802). 

Male toilet. Vinyl floor tiles Asbestos was detected in the 

~ 
brown vinyl floor tiles (Sample 
64790). 

Male and female Vinyl wall tiles. Asbestos was detected in the vinyl 
toilets and kitchen. wall tiles (Sample 64797). 

Office area. Vinyl floor tiles. Asbestos was detected in the dark 
blue vinyl floor tiles under the 
carpet (Sample 64769). 

Council chambers. No asbestos was detected in the 
insulation material that is adhered 
to the ceiling and beams (Sample 
64796). 

External caves. Cement sheet. The eaves are lined with cement 
sheet. 

ROOF 

Access to the roof was not 
gained. 

Bin.uninous membrane. It is possible that a bituminous 
membrane may cover some 
sections of the roof. 

Hazardous Material Survey • Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Eltham. 
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5. ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS 

5.1 General 

The following factors have been considered in the assessment of exposure risk associated 
with asbestos containing materials and their potential to generate airborne asbestos fibre . 

I. Nature and friability 

2. Condition 

3. Location 

4. Where appropriate. the asbestos type and content 

Three categories have been used for the classification of exposure risk of asbestos containing 
materials. They are: 

I. High 

2. Medium 

3. Low/negligible 

The appropriate category(s) have been assigned to each of the asbestos containing materials 
located during the survey. 

Where asbestos containing materials have fallen into the high or medium risk category, 
appropriate recommendations for removal, enclosure or encapsulation of the material have 
been made to ensure that the risk of exposure of employees to asbestos is controlled. 

Where asbestos containing materials have fallen into the low/negligible risk category. 
removal , enclosure or encapsulation is currently not required provided th.at the material is 
left undisturbed and maintained in its current condition. 

Removal of asbestos containing materials is recommended if maintenance. refurbishment or 
demolition work is likely to result in their disturbance. 

It is recommended that all asbestos containing materials located during the audit be re­
inspected within a 5 year period in order to reassess their condition. 

Huardous Material Survey • Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Ellham. 
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5.2 Specific Recommendations 

The following recommendations are based on the current condition of the asbestos containing 
materials. 

5.2.1 Fire Doors 

Sampled fire doors were identified as being both asbestos and non-asbestos insulated. 

As a precautionary measure it is recommended that all fire doors not already sampled be 
assumed to contain asbestos. Such doors should be assessed for internal asbestos insulation 
before modification or disposal of the door. 

Locksmiths or maintenance personnel should be informed of the presence and/ or possible 
presence of asbestos insulation before performing any work on fire doors. Signs placed on 
doors should be attached with adhesives. 

If the outer casing of the door has been damaged and the internal insulation is exposed, a 
suitable sealant should be used to encapsulate the exposed asbestos. Alternatively the door 
should be replaced. 

It is our opinion that asbestos insulation in fire doors represents a low/negligib_le exposure 
risk under normal conditions of occupancy provided that the casing of the door remains 
undamaged. Based on their current condition, there is no reason to remove the fire doors. 

5.2.2 Fibrocement Materials 

All sampled fibrocement materials were identified as containing asbestos. All other 
fibrocement materials not sampled during the audit should be assumed to contain asbestos. 

When in reasonable condition, it is our experience that fibrocement materials release 
negligible amounts of asbestos fibre. Good cohesion exists between the asbestos fibres and 
the cement and significant fibre release only occurs when physically disrurbed by activities 
such as sanding, drilling or cutting. 

Broken fibrocement materials do not represent an increased exposure risk once damage 
occurred and do not require any specific action provided they are fixed firmly in position and 
further damage is unlikely. 

Given that the fibrocement materials in all areas are in reasonable condition, a low/negligible 
exposure risk exists while they remain undisturbed. Based on their current condition, there 
is no reason to remove these materials. 

5.2.3 Vinyl Floor and Wall Tiles 

The vinyl floor and wall tiles located in the various ·locations throughout the building were 
identified as containing chrysotile {white asbestos). 

Hazardous Material Survey • Elcham Municipal Offices, Main Road Ehham. 
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The asbestos is well bound within the vinyl matrix and it is our experience that the tiles 
represent a low/negligible exposure risk under normal conditions of use. If the vinyl floor 
and wall tiles are going to be disrurbed during any refurbishment activities they should be 
removed prior to the commencement of such works. 

5.2.4 Boiler Insulation 

A boiler is present within the lower ground floor plantroom. The external surface of the 
boiler was found to be insulated with asbestos. 

Should the boiler be considered for demolition or internal re-fit, it is recommended that the 
asbestos be removed prior to the undertaking of such works. 

5.2.5 Bituminous Membranes 

A biOJminous membrane may cover some sections of the roof. If present. the asbestos is 
well bound within the membrane. 

The presence of asbestos within the membrane represents a low/negligillle exposure risk 
while it remains undisrurbcd. Based on its current condition, there is no reason to remove 
the membrane. 

If the biruminous membrane is going to be disrurbed during any refurbishment activities it 
should be removed prior to the commencement of such works. 

Hazardous Material Survey • Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Ehham. 
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5.3 Asbestos Management Plan 

The Victorian Occupational Health and Safety (Asbestos) Regulations 1992 require that if an 
assessment indicates that there is a risk to health and safety from exposure to asbestos. an 
employer or occupier must develop and implement a written plan of action to control the 
risk. 

The aim of an Asbestos Management Plan is to reduce the risk of exposure to asbestos 
through the effective management and control of all asbestos containing materials located on 
site. 

Toe survey results of this report are an integral part of the Asbestos Management Plan as 
they form a register outlining the current l~tion of asbestos containing materials. 

Toe Asbestos Management Plan should also include policies and procedures to ensure that: 

a person(s) is appointed to manage the plan. 

the location of asbestos containing materials is clearly identified, and where 
practicable, by labelling. 

the asbestos register is consulted prior to any maintenance, refurbishment or 
demolition work. 

appropriate action is taken to minimise the risk to health and safety during 
maintenance, re~rbishment or demolition work. 

the removal or disturbance of asbestos containing materials is carried out in 
accordance w\th the Regulations. 

the asbestos register is updated following removal of asbestos containing 
materials. 

relevant personnel are alerted to the possible presence of asbestos in 
inaccessible locations. 

future assessment activities are performed. 

records are maintained for a period of thirty years and offered to the Health 
and Safety Organisation in the event of the employer or occupier ceasing 
business. 
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6. SYNTHETIC :MINERAL FIBRE PRODUCTS 

The following synthetic mineral fibre products were located during the survey: 

Ceiling space insulation 
Air conditioning duct insulation 
Water pipe insulation 
Air conditioning unit insulation 

Synthetic mineral fibre products may also be present in air-conditioning systems (internal 
insulation and/or woven seals). hot water systems and wall partitions. 

The presence of these synthetic mineral fibre products constitutes a negligible exposure risk 
to employees under normal conditions of occupancy. Where maintenance, refurbishment or 
demolition activities are likely to result in the disrurbance of synthetic mineral fibre products. 
the precautionary measures as listed in the National Occupational Health and Safety 
Commission's National Standard and National Code of Practice for the Safe use of Synthetic 
Mineral Fibre Products (1990) should be observed. The general requirements in relation to 
this document are listed in Appendix ill. 

Hazardous Material Survey - Ehham Municipal Offices, Main Road Eltham. II 
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7. POLYCIIl..ORINATED BIPHENYLS 

Fluorescent light fittings were noted in a number of areas within the building. Toe older 
fluorescent light ballasts can contain polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). These PCBs are used 
due to their properties of having a high dielectric constant, good chemical stability, high 
boiling points, low water solubility. low vapour pressure and high flame resistance. PCBs 
are clear, pale yellow liquids which have differing degrees of chlorination depending on their 
specific use. 

It has been our experience that the PCBs are well sealed within the light ballasts and do not 
pose a health risk while the ballasts remains sealed. 

PCB oils are of low volatility and do not pose a vapour exposure risk. Under conditions 
where the capacitor shows signs of PCB leakage, protective rubber gloves (nittile) and 
disposable coveralls (tyvek) should be worn during their handling. 

Where fluorescent light fittings are to be disposed of, we recommend that a chemical analysis 
for PCB content be carried out. Should the presence of PCB oil be confinned, such ballasts 
would need to be treated as contaminated waste and disposed of accordingly. 

Hazardous Maceri:i.l Survey - Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Ehham. 12 
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APPENDIX I 

ASBESTOS REi\lOV AL AND MAINTENANCE 
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 

Control measures should be implemented if maintenance. refurbishment or demolition work 
is likely to result in an exposure risk ' through the disturbance of asbestos containing 
materials. In such situations, removal of the asbestos containing material is generally 
recommended. 

Where asbestos removal is to be carried out, the following requirements and work practices 
should be followed: 

1. All asbestos removal work should be carried out in accqrdance with work practices 
presently adopted within the indusay. These include, as a minimum, the National 
Occupational Health and Safety Commission, Asbestos Code of Practice and Guidance 
Notes, August 1988 and the Victorian Occupational Health and Safety (Asbestos) 
Regulations 1992. 

2. The full extent of work requirements for the removal of asbestos containing materials 
shall be at the discretion of the Health and Safety Organisation, Victoria who should 
be notified prior to any removal operations taking place. 

3. All major asbestos removal work should be carried out by a contractor who is 
approved by the Health and Safery Organisation, Victoria. 

4. Asbestos removal work should entail the use of respiratory protection conforming to 
Australian Standard·AS 1715 and AS 1716. 

5. Appropriate protective clothing should be worn and full decontamination procedures 
followed where required. 

6. Access to work areas by unprotected personnel should be restricted. 

7. Air monitoring in adjacent areas, especially in areas occupied by unprotected 
personnel, should be performed. On completion of the asbestos removal process, the 
work area should be inspected by an independent party, such as a hygienist, to ensure 
that the work has been carried out to a satisfactory standard. 

Where removal of asbestos containing materials is not practicable, the following · 
precautionary measures should be taken: 

1. The use of respiratory protection conforming to Australian Standard AS 1715 and AS 
1716. 

2. Appropriate protective clothing should be worn and decontamination procedures 
followed where required. 

3. Access to work areas by unprotected personnel should be restricted. 

El1hamDistrictfhstoricalSocioty(e lthamh1stor; .org .au) 
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APPENDIX II 

ASBESTOS - GENERAL INFORMATION 

Asbes1os is the fibrous or ·asbestiform~ variety of a num~r or silicate minerals. Asbestos types occur from rwo 
groups of minerals: the serpentine minerals ilnd the amphibole minerals. 

Chrysotile (white asbest0s). which accounts for appr"Oximately 95 % of the world production of asbestos, is a member 
of the serpentine group of minerals. Crocidolite (blue asbestos), amositc (brown asbestos), anthophyllitc, tremolitc 
and actinolite are all members of the amphibole group. Of the six types of asbestos, only chrysotile, amosite, 
crocidolite and to a lesser extent anthophyllitc are mined for commercial use. Trcmolite and actioolite have not been 
mined commercially although can be found as impurities in other commercially available mineral producu. 

The presence of asbestos in commercial products varies depending upon the product's uses. While all forms of 
asbcsros arc fibrous silicates, they differ in their chemical composition and properties, crystalline saucrure and fibre 
dimensions and as such their commercially useful properties also vary. Gcocrally. the primary useful properties o( 

asbestos as a group relate to its thermal stability and resistance, chemical resistance, high tensile strcngtb., abrasion 
resistance, low electrical and thermal conductivity, low biodegradability and good sound absorption qualities. 

All asbestos types arc excellent thermal insulators and have been widely used as fire proofing (on steel structural 
beams and soffics) and insulation materials (on boilers, ovens, kilns, steam pipes and hot water pipes). The 
amphibolc group has considerable resistance to chemical corrosion and as such have been used in environments 
which arc prone to attack by acids. Both chrysotilc and crocidolitc have high teruiilc strength, and as such bavc been 
widely used in the manufacture of woven asbestos products. All the asbestos types show low electrical and thermal 
conductivity. low biodegradability and good sound absorption properties. 

The use of commcrcia.lly manufactured asbestos produces can be broadly divided into the following categories: 

• Thermal insulation and fire-proofing materials 
• Asbestos cement products 
• Decorative and acoustic applications 
• Electrical switchboards, insulators and fittings 
• Vinyl floor coverings 
• Asbcscos felt produces 
• Friction materials 
• Coatings. sealants and adhesives 
• Packings and gaskets 
• Textiles 

All forms of asbcsros containing materials arc broadly divided into tw0 groups, ·friable" and "non-friable". 
Friability relates to the potential for the maccrial ro release asbestos fibres. 

A friable asbcscos material is defined as "any material that contains asbest0s thac can be crumbled. pulverised or 
reduced to powder by hand pressure when dry.• Friable asbestos materials include sprayed asbestos insulation. pipe 
and boiler insulation, fire door insulation etc. and non-bonded asbestos fabric. 

A non-friable asbestos macerial is defined as ~being difficult to damage by hand" and includes asbestos cement sheet, 
vinyl floor tiles, electrical switchboards etc. 

The type and percentage of the asbestos within the above materials and the friability of the material can vary 
substantially and as such there is also a large variation in the exposure risks associated with the use and handling 
of various asbestos conl4ining materials. 

Eltham District Histo,ica l Som,ty (elthamh1story.org .au) 



KILPATRICK AND ASSOCIAilS PTY LID 
Occupational Hygiene and Ergonomics Consultants 

APPENDIX ID 

SYNTHETIC MINERAL FIBRE PRODUCTS 
• GENERAL INFORMATION 

Synthetic mineral fibre (SMF) is a generic term used to collectively describe a number of 
amorphous (non-crystalline) fibrous materials including glassfibre, mineral wool and 
refractory ceramic fibre. Much of the international literature refers to SMF as 'Man Made 
Mineral Fibres (MMMF)'. 

The major application of SMF materials is in thermal and acoustic insulation, and as a 
reinforcing agent. For these applications SMF have no effective commercial counterparts. 

In some specialised instances these materials have been used as a replacement for asbestos, 
especially where high temperature insulation properties arc required. Refractory ceramic 
fibre has also been used to replace refractory brick and mortar materials. 

All work procedures involving synthetic mineral fibres should be carried out in accordance 
with the National Occupational Health & Safety Commission's National Standard and 
National Code of Practice for the Safe Use of Synthetic Mineral Fibre (1990). 

If planned maintenance, refurbishment or demolition works are likely to result in an exposure 
risk through the disturbance of synthetic mineral fibre materials, the following personal 
protective equipment should be worn by persons working in or around SMF products. 

a) long sleeve, loose fitting clothing and gloves, 

b) goggles and head covering when overhead work is involved, 

c) half face (class Pl or P2) respirators. 

It is also recommended that the area be roped off to a distance of = 3 metres and sign 
posted. Waste material should be placed into scaled bags or containers at the removal site 
for subsequent disposal. 

Eltham District H,storical Soci<>ty (elthamh1story .org .au) 
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APPENDIX IV 

ANALYTICAL RESULTS 

Chrysotile 
Amosite 

EllhamOistnctH11toneal&>c:telY(ellhemhlstory.Of1l.llU) 

KEY 

White asbestos 
Brown asbestos 
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JOB NO: 3932 

RESULTS OF QUALITATIVE 
IDENTIFICATION OF 

ASBESTOS 

CLIENT: Pinnacle Property Group Pty Ltd 

Occup,tional Hygi•n• and 
Ergonomk:s ConS1Jltants 

239 Bay Street 
Brighton 3186 

Phone: (03) 596 7655 
Fax: (03) 596 i920 

SAMPLEDo> BY: Peter Wenbom ON: 25th January 1996 

SAMPLING LOCATION: Eltham Municipal Offices, Main Road Eltham. 

TEST I\IIETHOD: Polarised light microscopy/dispersion staining as outlined in Methods Manual A02. 

Sample Location 
Sample Descrfptlon)and·.: 

Rault'. 
Number Sample ,Slu-,. 

64756 First floor kitchen. Grey vinyl wall tiles. Contains chrysotilc. 

64757 Ground floor nonh lcitcbcn. Vinyl wall tiles. lcm1 . Contains chrysotilc. 

64758 Basement lunch room kitchen. Insulation material. No asbestos detected. 

64762 Lower ground floor. Ccmcnc sheet. 3cml. Contains chrysotilc. 

64765 Lowerground floor foyer. Cream vinyl floor tile. No asbestos detected m. 
5cm1 . 

64768 Lower ground floor printing Cream vinyl floor tile. No asbestos detected (l). 

room. lcm1 . 

64769 First floor office area. Dark blue vinyl floor Contains chrysotile. 
tiles. lcm2. 

64nl Lowcrground floor plant room. Insulation Material. Contains amosite. 
2cm'. 

64775 First floor male and remate Cream vinyl floor tiles. No asbestos detected Q). 

toilets. 2cml. 

64776 Lower ground floor foyer and Speckled brown vinyl No asbestos detected rn. 
office area. floor tiles. 3cm1. 

64781 Lower ground floor. Fire door insulation. Contains a.mosite and 
<Icm,. chrysotilc. 

64783 Store room lower ground floor. Blue vinyl floor tile. Contains chrysotile. 
3cml. 

Pagel or2 

D1rec1ors David Kilpatrick. ?~ts-r Bird. Mark PahcIskI. Russell Pretty. Andrew Stewart 

Ellham0is1ric! Hlstork:aI Soc~1y(elthamhlstory.org.au: 
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JOB NO: 3932 

CLIENT: Pinnacle Property Group Pty Ltd 

Sample Location Sample Description and 
Number Sample Siu Rosult 

64786 Lower ground floor office arc3.. Beige vinyl floor tiles. No asbestos detected m. 
2cm1. 

64790 First floor female toilet. Brown vinyl floor tile, Contains chrysotile. 
2cm:. 

64791 Ground floor south kitchen and Cream vinyl floor tiles. No asbestos detected m 
foyer. 2cml. 

64796 First floor council chambers. Insulation material.2cms. No asbestru: detected. 

64797 First floor male and female Vinyl wall tiles. 2cm1 . Contains chrysotile. 
toilets and kitchen. 

64800 Ground floor office area. Beige vinyl floor tiles. Contains chrysotile. 
2cm'. 

64801 Lower ground floor printing Beige vinyl floor tile. Contains chrysotilc c:zi _ 

room. 3cm1• 

64802 Fll'st floor male toilets. Blue vinyl floor tiles. Contains chrysotilc. 
2cm:. 

{I) s.t.,lina: - CO¥CRd by tm'IIS of rq:isvaion. 
(2) Confirmalionby1111i~ll'lalyticalmahod.tviiaiducto!IICUffofumplc. 

Analyst: David Kilpatrick 

Signatory:fo' Y~ 
Date: §-2-7<e _ 

EltnamO,strictHistoricalSoc111ty(11rthamh1sto,y.org.au) 

This 1.aborao')' ii ~ by Ille Nllioal Anociaion or 
Tl:SUIII AlllhDru:s, All$ltllia. TI. ~1) nrporu:11 herein have 
bem paformcd in ~ with Ille ~ ol rq~. 
Thisdocwnenl.lhllllXllbc:lq,roduceducq,tiafuU. 
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ANNEXURE "D" 

Zoning of property 
(Special Condition 11) 

(amn3638383m.16:030496] 



PLAN OF SUBDIVISION 
.::, l}'\Ut;. NU. I t'LAN NUMtlCH 

/ PS 338910Y 

SCALE 1:1250 

11.5 • IU t5.t )1.5 SU 

lENGTHS AA£ N 11ETA£S 

HENR,Y :\ 
STREET<:'"'-

96• 

.• 
1 

217•2/11 E· 

~ Y, 
,l."' ._!11•,,, 2 '3/1/--(-J 9 ---,-f:fe: - ~~ I - ~ _::;;:: .--,l ._ 2,,.,,, 

l!-1 °/¼"E-~ -~ - -:... .=;-f=" ..::- .:::- ..:_3.L..: _ '- "1!'°' ROAD RI 
;,;;~· t-• ? I - ~ 821m 2 
• I ?OS .; ,_, ' -

'.,_,_, J RESERVE No. ,; -,~, 
,-,. FOR USE OF !"\ :::: <' 

/f-t-, SHIRE OF NILLUMBIK ~ ~ 
~//,: (RECREATION PURPOSESJ ~ 

.t';;:,· 3.06ha 
O 

~ l 
2~ :~ 

~ ~0 ,---~, ~~ 

LENGTHS AAE IN METRES 

Of!IG"'1.. 

EtflAAGEHEHT 
NOT TO SCA.LE 

.u SIZE SIGNATI.IAE .. .. . ..... . . .. ... . OAJQS 1 4- 1 ~5 

""' 

SCALE SHEET LaNSEOSURVEYOR~PRINTJ •• tf01 Ultltf.LOX ••• ••••• ••• •• ; ···· 

SHIIW14 A3 REF 4741 . COUNCl. OElEGAIE SGWURE 

i,opopol401SO@o j10 )IO @o jloo ij10 i120 jilO '140 IJ50mm °"'"' PS03 



l 

L 

GUARANTEE AND INDEMNITY 

TO: Nillumbik Shire Council of Civic Drive Greensborough, 3088 

IN CONSIDERATION of your entering into the within Contract of Sale ("the Contract") 
with the Purchaser named and described in the Schedule hereto ("the Purchase~') 
at the request of us, the persons named and described in the Schedule hereto ("the 
Guarantors"), we the Guarantors hereby jointly and severally AGREE WITH AND 
GUARANTEE AND INDEMNIFY you as follows: 

1. The Guarantors shall pay you on demand by you all moneys payable pursuant 
to the Contract which are not paid by the Purchaser within the time prescribed 
in the Contract for payment thereof whether demand for the same has been 
made by you on the Purchaser or not. 

2. The Guarantors shall observe and perform on demand by you all covenants 
conditions obligations and liabilities binding the Purchaser with which the 
Purchaser does not comply within the time prescribed in the Contract for 
observance or performance thereof whether demand for such observance or 
performance has been made by you on the Purchaser or not. 

3. You may without affecting this Guarantee and Indemnity grant time or other 
indulgence to or compound or compromise with or release the Purchaser or 
any person or corporation liable jointly with the Guarantors or either of them 
in respect of any other Guarantee or security or release part with abandon 
vary relinquish or renew in whole or in part any security document of title asset 
or right held by you . 

4. All moneys received by you from or on account of the Purchaser including any 
dividends upon the liquidation of the Purchaser or from any other person or 
corporation or from the realisation or enforcement of any security capable of 
being applied by you in reduction of the indebtedness of the Purchaser shall 
be regarded for alt purposes as payment in gross without any right on the part 
of the Guarantors to stand in your place or claim the benefit of any moneys so 
received until the Guarantors have paid the total indebtedness of the 
Purchaser. 

5. In the event of the liquidation of the Purchaser the Guarantors authorise you 
to prove for all moneys which the Guarantors have paid hereunder and to 
retain and to carry to a suspense account and appropriate at your discretion 
any dividends received until you have with the aid thereof been paid in full in 
respect of the indebtedness of the Purchaser to you. The Guarantors in your 
favour waive all rights against you and the Purchaser and any other person or 
corporation estates and assets so far as necessary to give effect to anything 
contained in this Guarantee and Indemnity. 

EllhamDistrict Histork:a l Society (elthamhistory.org.au 
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Your remedies against the Guarantors are not to be affected by reason of any 
security held or taken by you in relation to indebtedness of the Purchaser 
being void or defective or informal. 

7. The Guarantors indemnify you against any loss you may suffer by reason of 
the Purchaser having exceeded its powers or going into liquidation and , in 
particular, the Guarantors indemnify you against any loss you may suffer by 
reason of interest ceasing to accrue and to be payable after the Purchaser 
goes into liquidation. 

8. Any demand or notice under this Guarantee may be made in writing signed by 
you or by any Director or Manager or Secretary for the time being of you and 
(without prejudice to any other mode of service permitted by law) may be 
served on the Guarantors by prepaid registered letter addressed to their last 
known addresses in the State of Victoria. Any notice served by post shall be 
deemed to have been served the next business day after the date of posting. 

9. For the consideration aforementioned and as a separate and severable 
covenant the Guarantors HEREBY AGREE to indemnify you not only against 
the non-payment by the Purchaser of any moneys due under the Contract 
(including interest due on overdue instalments or principal) but also against 
and in respect of all costs and charges and expenses whatever which you may 
incur by reason of any default on the part of the Purchaser in relation to the 
Contract. 

10. This Guarantee and Indemnity shall not be determined by the death of any of 
us and shall bind our respective legal personal representatives and shall enure 
for the benefit of_ you and your successors and assigns. 

11 . The expression "the Guarantors" shall wherever used herein mean the 
Guarantors or any of them and wherever the context permits shall refer to the 
Guarantors jointly and severally. 

SCHEDULE 

PURCHASER: 

NAME ADDRESS OCCUPATION 

[amn 3638383m. 16:030496] 

Eltham District ~l istotica l Soc iety (e lthamhis1ory.org .au 
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GUARANTORS: 

NAME ADDRESS OCCUPATION 

DATED the day of 19 

SIGNED by 

in the presence of: 

SIGNED by 

in the presence of: 

l 

(111111 l6313113m.16:030l96) 
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SALE OF LAND ACT 1962 (the Act) - SECTION 32 

VENDOR'S STATEMENT TO THE PURCHASER OF REAL ESTATE 

VENDOR Nillumbik Shire Council of Civic Drive Greensborough 

PROPERTY 895 Main Road Eltham 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PURCHASERS 

The use to which you propose to put the property may be prohibited by planning or 
building controls applying to the locality or may require the consent or permit of the 
municipal council or other responsible authority. It is in your interest to undertake a 
proper investigation of permitted land use before you commit yourself to buy. You 
should check with the appropriate authorities as to the availability (and cost) of 
providing any essential services not connected to the property. 

1. RESTRICTIONS - Details of any registered or unregistered easement, 
covenant, caveat or other similar restriction affecting the property are as 
follows: 

(a) set out in the attached copies of Title documents 

(b) the sewer shown on the attached copy Yarra Valley Water Limited 
Encumbrance Statement 

(c) the proposed carriageway easement to be created in the Transfer of 
Land as referred to in the Contract of Sale 

(d) any rights which exist in favour of Eastern Energy Limited in respect of 
an electricity sub-station constructed on part of the property. 

To the best of the Vendor's knowledge there is no existing failure to comply 
with the terms of any easement, covenant, caveat or similar restriction . 

2. PLANNING AND ROAD ACCESS - Details of any planning instruments 
affecting the property are as contained in the attached Certificate. 

There is access to the property by road. 

3. OUTGOINGS AND STATUTORY CHARGES - Details concerning any rates, 
taxes, charges or other similar outgoings and any interest payable on any part 
of them are attached. 

4. 

Amounts for which the purchaser may become liable in consequence of the 
sale: 

The property is non rateable in the hands of the Vendor. The 
Purchaser will be rated pro rata from the date of settlement or from the 
date of possession by the Council and the Water Authority. 

Amount owing under any other registered or unregistered statutory charge that 
secures an amount due under any other legislation: Nil 

SERVICES 
4.1 Electricity 
4.2 Gas 
4.3 Water 
4.4 Sewerage 
4.5 Telephone 

Connected 
Yes 
No 
Yes 
Yes 
No 

Authority 
Eastern Energy 
Gas & Fuel Corporation 
Yarra Valley Water Limited 
Yarra Valley Water Limited 
Telstra 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory .org.au) 
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BUILDING APPROVALS - Details at any bulding approval granted during the 
past seven years under the Buikf,ng Conlml Act 1981 (required only where the 
property includes a residence) -

Not applicable but see the attached Regulation 2.10(1) Certllk:ata. 

NOTICES - Particulars of any nOllce, order, declaration, report or 
recommendation at a public authority or government depertment or approved 
proposal affecting the property including: 

5•1 f~~~~~ ~: ~.~=~ =i~n1~ 1~8:td: ~ C:~~=~ 
6.2 notice pursuant.lo Section 6 of the Land Acqulsllion and Compensation 

Act 1986; ... 

None to the Venda(, knowledge except BB follows: Planning Permit No 
E95(229 Issued on 24 July 1995, a copy at which la attached. 

The Vendor has no means of knowing all decision& of public authorities ■nd 
Government Departments atrecting the Property unleu communicated to the 
Vendor. 

7. TITLE • Attached are copies of the follawlng concerning the title: 

7.1 the Certificate at TIiie; 

7.2 PS338910Y . 

DATE OF ACKNO'M.EDGEMENT: This day of 1996 

Purchasefs Signature: . .. .. ... .. . . ... . .... . ...... . 

PLEASE NOTE th■t where the property la to be eold on l8rms pureuent to 
Section 32(2)(1) of the Act and/or .aid eubj■ct to a mortaage that la not to be 
dlach■rged by the da~o-lon (or NCelptofth• n,nt■ ■nd profit■) of the 

~~!:l'~.l:~1':~~;~~t C00~~1~:~•J.~~,:c:~ ~ =o.:-i.:~ 
the Act. • 

C--Jdml1-.U:2?0JIIII 
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LAND TITLES OFFICE 

,. 
~ 

LtEGISTER SEARCH STATEMENT Land Titles Office, Victoria 

Delivered by 

0 
LANDATA 

Network 

Page 1 

Volume 10264 Folio 359, 
Printed 16/02/1996 08:56 am 

L~~ 
LOT l on Plan of Subdivision 338910Y. 
DAR.ENT TITLE(s): 

olume 04869 Folio 789 Volume 05712 Polio 243 
l..olume 08939 Folio 963 
Created by instrument PS338910Y 03/01/1996 

LJ:GISTERED _PROPRIETOR 

ESTATE FEE SIMPLE 
1- □LE PROPRIETOR 
L-- NI1.EiiMBTI<SHIRE COUNCIL 

Registered PS338910Y 03/01/1996 

L ~cUMBRANCEs,_cAVEATs_AND_NoTICES 

Volume 08424 Folio 334 

Any encumbrances created by Section 98 Transfer of Land Act 1958 or Sectio 
24 Subdivision Act 1988. 
Any other encumbrances shown or entered on the plan. 

E PS338910Y FOR FURTHER DETAILS AND BOUNDARIES 

!REGISTERED DEALINGS 
-._ ------------------
Obtain Final Search statement for unregistered dealings 

..... ?ATEMENT END 

ElthamD,stnct H,storicalSociety(elthamh,stOf)'.org.au) 
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SE.ARCH-WELL 
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STAGE No. I LTO USE ONLY I PLAN NUMBER 

PLAN OF SUBDIVISION EDmON ... PS 338910Y 

' LOCATION OF LAND COUNCIL-CERTIFICATION AND ENDORSEMENT 
l"IUIStt HILLUH81K 
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• IhisSa&ls ' a-; ,;Ii• ;a ieewN PPIIIF Sa91'8n 2i al IN 61:M 961 Ad -~--- -OPEN SA'CE 
CflOWN P0ffflON: 12 IPARTI l 1) (PART! (i) A reqtA'eO"lel"lt 1or putllic open space under Section 18 d lhe &b:IMsion Ad 1968 

! 
has/has not been rnacte. 
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CIT VOL.5712 FOL.243 , C/T VOL4169 FOL.71t fiill 'Qie ra111rir:BR11AI i9 le be ealilliai iA Slage. ... ___ ,. ____ 
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(Atltmeof....,..,,....,,) El THAM, 3095 -- E 336 500 

Re &alilie&I IR&er ieai&R Ul7l 81 IRe Sk!bditrie"oA a,et 1088. 

- loflCIJIIOIC~dlll'ld N 5 123 100 ZONE: 55 
~-==II''" i'lpWI) 
~ 

V!ST1NO OF ROADS AN0,'0A ftDaYES -- co..t0./800'<MRSOH 

NOTATIONS 

I VICROADS - Thil ... ndllllg9datldMlion. 
ROAD RI Pllrri,gpami!No. 
ROAD RZ St-IRE OF NII.LUHBI( DEPTH LMfW(lN DOES NOT APPLY 
RESERVE No.1 StlRE OF NI.LUHBDC 

l BEARINGS SHOWN HEREON ARE OH A.11.G. OATl.ltl 

SUBTRACT 7•31'30- FOR CIT VOLS712 FOl.21,.3 
SUBTRACT 6'41' FOR C/f VOLU69 FOl..719 

~ 
OTHER PURPOSE OF PLAN, 

SUBTRACT 7'17'30" FOR CIT VDL.1939 FOL,963 
SUBTRACT 7•00'30" FOR CIT VOL.I424 FOL.334 

PART OF THE SEWERAGE EASEMENT CREATED BY ROAD R2 (PANTHER PLACE) JS A PUBUC HIGHWAY 

C/E HS96504 OVER CIT V0LU69 FOl..719, VOE GOVERNHENT GAZETTAl 1971. p2331. 
C/T VOL.1939 FOL.963 ANO CIT VOL.1421,. FOL.331., 
IS TO BE REMOVED 

GROt.n«)S FOR REHOVAl : 

BY DIRECTION 1H SI-IRE OF Hl.LUHBlk """' THIS PIM 15/lS-HQf BASED ON SURVEY 
PLAHNl«i PER/'IT No, E..3'../:)2Cf lHS St.M.IEY 1-"'5 BEEN c::or-MCTEO TO PERf,W4ENT MARKS l'll.8. WATER Ne'1 451', 

f,/ PAClCUJMED SUNEY AREA No. 46511.4'51 

I 
IJO USEONlY 

LEGEND A -Appurlenaf'IC Easemert E-Enwrbe<"O- A - Encurbe<m Easemen lRoadl 
SWEMENTOf"CX>MPl»rNCE' 

"""'""'"""""""' ' 
' ,-= ""- - Orig,, Lard~i=.a.() RECENED 0 -r 

l:W£: ~ 1IL- 19'i 

~ 

SEE SHEET 2 Pl;\N AEGIS1B18l 

TME 2 . q.op.n 

T DATE 3 1 I 135 

"' ~ 
AasillrtRegistr•olrillet 

SHEET ' "' 4 ~ETS 

:.. LAWLOR ANO LOY PTY LfO 
Lx:ENSEOSURVE'IORIPflNTJ .. ~JOttU~Y. .. 

LANO SURVEYORS ANO TOWN PLANNERS SIGN'1URE .. °"" I I OOE 6j I /0 I <f'i 
IZZ PARA ROAD HONTHORENCY, 3094 

4741 VEA90N C:CUO. 08..EGAfE SIGtWLIAE TELEPHONE: 435 Z4Z2 ~ 
A3 
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' 1/STMlENo I PIAN NUMBER 
PLAN OF SUBDMSION PS 338910Y 

EASEMENT INFORMATION 
Legend: A - Appurten.ant Euement E - Encumbering EHem1nt R - Encumbering Easement IRoadl 

l 

Euement Purpos1 Width 
Origin Ref1nnu IMetrHJ Land Benefited/ In Favour Of 

E-1 DRAINAGE l .OS UE 2510339 SHIRE OF EL THAH 

,_, DRAINAGE ,. C/E 2510339 SHIRE OF EL THAH 
SEWERAGE. C/E G99761t6 H.H.B.W. 

E-l SEWERAGE ,. C/ E 6997646 t1.H.8,W. 

,_, SEWERAGE ,. C/E H11595/i. H.M.8.W. 

I E- 5 SEWERAGE t20 C/E HS96504 H.M.8.W. 

I 

,_, SEWERAGE ,. TllSPlAN YARRA VALLEY WATER ltllTEO 

,_, WATER SUPPlY . ,. TKS PLAN SHIRE OF Hl.LIJt1BIK 

,_, CARRIAGEWAY ,. THIS PLAN LOT 1 
WATER SUPPLY TlflS Pl.AN StlRE Of Nl.LUHBI( 

,_, CARRIAGEWAY SEE THIS PLAN LOT 1 
OIAGRAH 

~ 
E- 10 WAY, DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE ANO SEE THIS PLAN LOT 2 

SUPPLY OF WATER, ELECTRtOTY, DIAGRAM 
TELEPHONE SERVICES ANO GAS 

f-11 SEWERAGE 2m C/E Hl15951t H./'1.B.W 
T WAY, DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE ANO 

SUPPLY OF WATER, ElECTRIOTY, 
TltS PlAH LOT Z 

TELEPHONE SERVICES AND GAS 

E-12 SEWERAGE SEE C/E H596S04 M.11,B.W 
WAY, DRAINAGE, SE'W£RA6E ANO IIAGIWt THIS PLAN LOT 2 

... SUPPLY OF WATER, EtECTRlaTY, 
TELEPHONE SERVICES N«> GAS 

E-13 SEWERAGE ,. nts PLAN YARRA VALLEY WATER L111TEO 
~ WAY, DRAINAGE, SEWERAGE AHO HIS PlAN LOT 2 

SUPPLY OF WATER, ELECTRICITY, 
TELEPHONE SERVICES ANO GAS 

w 
LAWLOR ANO LOY PTY L TO 

iAHO SURVE YORS ANO TOWN PLANNERS ... 122 PARA ROAD MONTMORENCY, 10,1. 
TELEPHONE: f,.]5 Z.22 

OFaGlNAL SHEEf 2 OF ' 
S><E8S 

I- I.X»ISEDSUM'WOA!PRHn --~-~---!llffiJf!'!'. .. 

0 =1:r """"""' ·· ""' ' ' 
... 

LENGTHS ARE f,I MEJ'RES 4741 °""' 5 1 IO I ~ 

~ 
F£F """""' COUNC:l. OELEGATIS SIG>WU"f 

' o po po 130 1'° ISO 180 110 180 po poo p,o I 20 11JO n40 pso,,,,,, p c,.j(l,Uo 500 

'i_ 8QIOV. EdlHon ~1.th~~s~cJri:~~r.t•,i(~~1~(°oiu'"1. Customer l 7F, S.a,ch El'IQUlfv 2451m , 



PLAN OF SUBDIVISION 

SCALE 1:1250 

11.5 t 12.S 25.0 37.5 50.0 62.S 

lENGTHS ARE N ttETRES 

HENRY !:. 
STREET t.-"'· 
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' 

l ., 
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/ PS 338910Y 
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II ',{ • 
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--,--::11:c- - "' 
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0/f;i,,., -(=:::: _ _ :,_: - "'"' ROAD RI 
;,;;:· e-1 ~ I - ~ 821m 2 
,,, I ,.; [•I -

,Y,,J RESERVE No. I fii ~~9_, 
,. FOR USE OF -

/.f-e-, SHIRE OF NILLUHBIK ~ t 
/.f/~ CRECREA TION PURPOSES> ;:'; 

•!;:· 3.06ho 
O 

• ~ 

2// ~~ 
~ ~ :g 

,---.,.,_, '!! -
,_ rs,, .. ,, 00 -----'!.Cl95.62) 

YORK 277•3a,30 •• ----

LAWt.OR ANO LOY PTY L TO 
LANO SURVEYORS ANO TOWN PLANNERS 

122 PARA ROAD HOHTHORENCY. 3094 
TELEPHONE: nJS nzz 

STREET 

ENLARGEMENT 
NOT TO S(ALE 

ORIGINAL ~SI..JR'vt'IOAIPAINn .. l'tC.t!#.fl..J(ffl.1.0:1: 

9GNAME 

LENGTHS ARE IN METRES SHOWII Al REF 4741 """""' O 10 30 40 1 100 10 120 uo 
:'\"Ul~lnY. Edltidnlt1ilnF!aglli<Sfolr,ftj~f81!ii9b'i,\tilf.d)f_:fii1 am. Customer 17F, SHrch EnQUlry 245972, 

~ ·····,·~ .. i~ , q., 

COUNCl.oo.EGAlc$1GNAT\Jf!E 

C'.,.ffl,11:1 PSOO 
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PLAN OF SUBDMSION 

RESERVE No. I 

LAWLOff ANO LOY PTY L TO 
LAND SURVEYORS ANO TOWN PLA.HNERS 

122 PARA ROAD HONTHORENCY, )094 
TELEPHONE: 943S Z42Z 

.J 

OfDGINAL UCENSm~(PRINT) ... . .l:llttw:l..~.l.l!T. .. .. 

0 I M f4 11 40 

LENGTHS AAE IN METRES 
1:800 

5IGNAlURE . . 

REF 471.1 VERSION 

)0 120 1 140 150mm 

PLAN NUMBER 

PS 338910Y 

ROAD RI 

DATE I', I IO l 'f5 

CCJUNCl. OEl.EGAJ[S(".NIJ\.fl'C 

,..n_ PS03 



ANSTAT. SPECIFIC SITE PLANNING CERTIFICATE 

PLANNING SCHEMES & PROPERTY INFORMATION SERVICES DATE: 20/02/96 

Anstat Pty. Ltd., 224-226 Normanby Road, Soutbbank 3006 
Tel: 9645 1111 Fax: 9645 2229 DX: 332 Melbourne 

Client: 

MADDOCK LONIE & CHISHOLM (MELB) Your Ref: Goce:§)63838 
DX 259 
MELBOURNE Our Ref MADD925.I 

Subject Property: 895 MAIN ROAD, EL TIIAM 

Tille Particulars: LOT I PS 338910Y 

Municipality: NILLUMBIK Planning Scheme: ELTIIAM 

Responsible Authority for administering and enforcing the. Schur«: NILLUMB!K SHIRE COUNCIL 

Zone: PART ELTHAM TOWN CENTRE - RETAIL & OFFICE ZONE (38B2); PART RESTRICTED BUSINESS 
ZONE (82) 

Reserved Land: PART EXISTING PUBLIC OPEN SPACE (POS) 

Abuttal to a Main Road, Secondary Road, Proposed Road Widening, or Proposed Main or Secondary Road: 
ABUTS A MAIN ROAD (MAIN ROAD) 

Height Control Area: NOT APPLICABLE 

Urban Conservation Area: NOT APPLICABLE 

Other Overlay Control Areas: NOT APPLICABLE 

Planning Scheme Consel'\lation of Individual Buildings, Works and Situ: NOT APPLICABLE 

Specific Site Controls: NOT APPLICABLE 

Specific Area Controls: ELTHAM TOWN CENTRE POLICIES • PLANNING SCHEME CLAUSE IOIA-1 
(excluding watercourse 
setbacks) 

Proposed Amendments: NOT APPLICABLE 

Historic Buildings Council Register: NOT APPLICABLE 

\\ Register of the National Trust of Australia (Victoria): PART OF TIIB SUBJECT PROPERTY IS INCLUDED ON 
THE NATIONAL TRUST REGISTER OF CLASSIFIED LANDSCAPES - 'CENTRAL PARK - ELTHAM" 

II Register of the National Estate: NOT APPLICABLE 

1 Confi,med Conlam;na1ed SUe {Slate &gute, o/Con1am;na1ed SUes): NOT APPLICABLE 

tr Addilional Notes: NOT APPLICABLE 

"- The information source for each entry of this certificate has bun checked ~ if shown as Not Applicable. does not 
apply. 
Copies of Text available on request Page I 

EltharnDistr1Ctft1sloroca l Soc1ety{elU1arnhistory .org .au) 
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ANSTAT PLANNING SCHEMES & PROPERTY INFORMATION SERVICES 

ANSTAT PLANNING CERTIFICATE - SPECIFIC SITE - MAP DATE: 19.2.96 

ZONES AND RESERVED LAND MAP 

ANST AT PROPERTY CROUP 224-226 Norman by Road, South bank VIC 3006. 
Ttl: 9645 111 I Fu: 9645 2229 OX: 332 Melbourne 

ElthamDistriclHistoricalSoae!y{a!lhllmtustory.DfQ.IIU 
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PLANNING Permit No: 

PERMIT Planning Scheme: 

Responsible Authority: 

ADDRESS OF THE LAND: 

Form 4.4 

E95/229 

Ellbam Planning Scheme 

Nillumblk Shire Council 

895 Main Road, Eltham (Pt. CP.13, Section 4, Parish ofNillumbik) 

THE PERMIT ALLOWS 

3 lot Subdivision and removal of sewerage easement 

THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS APPLY TO THIS PERMIT 

1. The layout of the subdivision and the size of the proposed allotments shall confonn &enerally 
with the endorsed plan. (code B.l) 

2. Prior to the issue of a Statement of Compliance for the subdivision, the private electricity 
supply line crossing Lots 1 and 2 shall be removed to the satisfaction of Eastern Energy. 

3. This permit shall expire if the development hereby permitted is either not commenced within 
two years from the date hereof or not completed within four years from the date hereof, or 
within any extension of those times which upon application made before or within three 
months after the expiry of the pennit, is granted in writing by the Responsible Authority. 
(code A.6) 

Lawlor & Loy Ply Ltd 
C/o PO Box 242 
GREENSBOROUGH 3088 

f 11 Jill r.t95 
Date Issued: ......................... . Signature for the 

Responsible Authority 
El1hamO,smctH'5toncalSoc,ety(elthamh1slo,y .e>rg.au) 

'°::~,;,:.J)...... ~:-=/-i,6'_c,.; ___ ~.• 

......... ~: ....... °' ..................................... . 
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THIS NOTICE 

WHAT HAS BEEN DECIDED? 

The Rcspoo.siblc Autho.rity bas issued a ~L 

WHEN DOES A PERMIT BEGIN? 

A permit operates: 
• from the date specified iD the permit, or 

if ao date is specified, from : 
(i) the date of the decision of the Admiaistralive Appeals Tribunal, if the permit was issued at tho 

dire.c:tioa of the Tribunal, or 
(ii) the date oo which it was issued, in any other case. 

WHEN DOES A PERMIT EXPIRE? 

I. A permit for the development of land expires if-
the development or aay stage or it does uot start within the time specified iD the pennit, or 
the development requires the certifieatioa of a plan of subdivisioa or coasolidatioa under the 
Subdivision Aa 1988 and the plan is uot certified within two years or the issue of the ~t. unless 
the permit contains a different provision: or 
the developmcat or any stage is cot completed within the time specified in the permit, or, if no time. 
is specified, within two years after the issue of the permit or in tho case of a subdivision or 
coo.solidation within S years or the certific:atioa or the plaa of subdivision or consolidation under tbc 
Subdivision Act 1988. 

2. A pennit for the use of land expires if-
the use docs aot start wilhia the time specified in the permit, or if uo time is specified, within two 
years after the issue of the permit, or 
the use is disc:.oatioued for a period of two years. 

3. A permit for the development and use of land expires if-

4. 

s. 

the dC'Velopmeat or any stage of it does not start within the time specified in the permit; Of 

the development or any stage of it is DOI completed within the time specified in the permit, or if no 
time is specified, witb.i.a two years after the issue of the permit; or 
the use docs Dot start within the time specified in the permit, or, if DO time is specified, within two 
yean ■ftcr the completion of the development, or 
the u.sc is disc:.oatinued for ■ period of two years. 

lf ■ perm.ii for the u.sc of l ■o0d or the development and use of land or relating to any of the 
cirt:umstaaces mentioned in soctioD 6A(2) of the Planninr and Environm~nl Acr 1987, or to any 
combination of use, developmeat or any of those circumstances requires the certification of a plaa 
under tbe Subdivision Ad 1988, unless the permit coot■im • differcat provision• 
the use or development of uy stage is to be taken to have started wbea the plan is certified: and 
the perm.it expires if the plan is not certified within two years of the issue of the permit. 

The expiry of ■ permit does not affect the validity of anything doao under that permit before the 
expiry. 

WHAT ABOUT APPEALS? I 
The person wbo applied for the permit may appeal apinsc any condition io the permit unless it was 
granted at the direction of the Administrative Appeals Tribuoal wbcre, in which case ao right of 
appeal exists. 
An appeal must be lodged within 60 days after the permit wu issued, unless a Notice of Decision to 
gnat a perm.it bas beea issued previously, in which case the appeal must be lodged within 60 days 
after the giving of that notice. 
An appeal is lodged with the Administr.ative Appeals Tribunal. 
An appeal must be made on ■ Notice of Appeal form which caa be obtai.aed from the Administnltive 
Appeals Tribunal, and be accompanied by the prescribed fee. 
Ao appeal must state the grounds upon which it is based. 
An appeal ml1St also be served oo the Responsible Authority. 
Details about appeals and th-, fees payable cao be obtained from the Admimstnative Appeals Tribuaal 

ElthamDistrictHislonca l Society(elthamh,slory.0<g.au) 



I I STAG/ I LTO USE ONLY I PlAN NUMBER :>- PLAN OF SUBDIVISION / EDITION PS 338910Y 

LOCATION OF LANO COUNCIL CERTIFICATION AND ENOOflSEMENT 
'lUISH: Nl.lutlllfl: 

----
ll!CTION: 4 

:AOWN AI.LOTWN'f. ---

:AOWN l'ORT10N: 12 (PARTI I 13 IPARTJ 

JOIANNCON:t CHARTS J4 I 0 m,........,.., 
~~J ~::JU\ ~i\~J : ~j} ~tU\t ~'li~\t IPARTJ 
MIT ,t.AN ~ 8P-!it7 

~:=..,, :~t.:tr.'A~AD 
E 116 500 
H51Zllll ZONE: 55 

-OFRDAIJINDOR-.. 
ENlRll COLOICl.ll!CO'tll'S .... 

ROAD Rt 
ROAD Al 
RESERVE No. t 

VICROADS 
SfW OF Hl.LUHBI( 
StlRE OF flllUHBIK 

OTHER PURPOSE OF PLAN, 

I PART OF TtE SEWERAGE EASEl'1EHT CREATED 9Y 

• ~~, ~~:::, DfY(i.\!i~°i}~'~li.°'il:l·FOL.ll4, 
IS TO BE REHOVED 

GRO\NJS FOR Rt:HOVAI. , 

BY DIRECTIOH IN SlfRE Of ftt.LUHBI( 
PLAHHING PERl1T No. __ , _ __ .. 

COUNCIL N/IME: REF: 
1, This plan Is cerllied undel' Section 6 of the &.t,dMslon .Act 1988. 
2 lhisplflr1isceilifledu11clefSP.ctiof11111)ofht5ubdlllislorlkt 1988. 

Dale of original cerliicallon unde, Section 6. I I. 

J . This is a S1a1emen1 d compliance issued ~ Section 21 cl lhe ~ ~ , .... 
OPENSOCE 

Iii =~ ~ = open space under Sectioo 1a of lhe Sutx:Msion .act 1988 

(iii The requirement hes been satisfied. 

(Iii) The requifemenl is to be salisfied in Slage ·-···· 
Counci Delega1e 
Counci Seal 
0..0 I I 

Re-cel'tilied under Section 11(7) of lhe Subclllision .oct 1988. 

~¥," PHOTO-REDUCED COPY 

DEPTH LMIWIOH DOES NOT APPLY 

BEARINGS SHO'flN tl:REOH ARE ON A.H.G. OATlRt 

SUB! 
SUIIT 

J"ll'lO" FOR CIT VOl.571Z FOUU 
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PLAN OF SUBDIVISION ~ . PS 338910Y 

EASEMENT INFORMATION 
llgl!nd: A - Appurt1nant Eas1tm1nt E - Encumberina 

Easement PurpoU Width 
Origin ~,ferflltt IHetruJ 

,_, DRAINAGE l .05 C/E Z510JJf 

,_, 
OR-Gf ,. C/E Z5IOJlt 
SEWERAGE C/E GH7646 
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!-I SEWERAGE ,. C/E Ht15tS4 
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"' 
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LOT t 
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Sf! C/E HSHSOI. H.H.9.W 
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LANO St.MVHORS ANO TO-,,N PLANNERS 
m PARA ROAD HONTHORENCY, 3194 
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PLAN OF SUBDIVISION 

PHOTO-REllTJCED COPY 
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LAwtOR AHO LOY PTY LTD 
LANO SURVEYORS AHO TOWH PLANNERS 
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FQRM4.2 OFFICE USE ONL y 

ROl-ctHY INQUIRY APPLICATION FORM 
REFERENcE I cooe INlR.r.A.llON~ 

?ORTANT- lfmo111 than one certificate required, 00mplete 
:S forward one fonn for each certificate to relevant •uthorties 
ikXOrdanoe ~ the Property lnquity lnfonnation Sheet 

MUNlCIPAI.. 
PROPERTY 
NUMBER 
AS APPEARING ON 

I I 

): 

State Revenue Office 
505 Litt1e Collins Streat (DX 26) 

Certificate/~ice Requested 

Certificate ~ Tax 

Fee ecclosed( $12. so) MELBOORNE 3000 

~- 1>-'o 
<? 

I NOTE:Generalyteplieswillbemailedtoappbnt'sadd111SS. Howwerifyouwishtoc:ollectaMeboume~terRateCertificate-available I 
3 business days after receipt of appllc:atlon - aoss here 0 
If"""' wish to c:ollect an Meboume water 2390 Statement - aoss here 0 

'ENDOR RE: PURCHASER TO: 
NillUllbik Shire Council Sale pu<poaes 
1£ Civic Drive Greeosborough; 3088 

:EGISTERED PROPRIETOR IF NOT THE VENDOR 

Maddock Lccie & Chisholm 

VENDOR'S SOLICITOR 
Maddoclt Lccie & Chisholm 
140 William Street 
Mellloume 

OurRefe111noe: a:x::":Alti:363838 

14\~~t 
~ '-'300'\ 

Total Sale Price: S I Date Required 

Auc:tion/SettlementDate: 

Ph<me: 9288 0555 

DlC No. 259 MeThou=e Fax 9288 0666 

6CRIPTION OF LAND- BE PRECISE. INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION IMLL RESULT IN RETURN OF APPI..ICATION. 

ctat/Unil:No 

ttNo. 

l 
- ,wn or Suburb 

L!.t:ham 

LOCALITY PLAN (COPY OF 1TTlE OR SKETCH) SHOIIJING DIMENSIONS OF'MiOLE PROPERTY AND DISTANCE FROM 
NEAREST STREET INTERSECTION MUST BE ATTACHED TO EACH FORM, 

Sl<ee<No. ,._ 
895 MainRoad 

Plan No. CANo. 
338910Y -3095 

ElthamOis!rictH,sto,,calSocicty(elthamh,slory.or .m, 

C.P. No. 

Voune 

10264 
Fotio 

359 

-NilJ.Ullbik Shire CQmcil 
Paris."! 

NilJ.Ullbik 
F=tage 

eee plan 

see over for 

Nomeof 
Dndo<yMEUIAY :..0.21 KS 

0 NZIL GRIFATHS 
COMMtSSION R OF STATE RE NU 

""'' 



y 
'arra Valley 

Water 

TARRA VALLEY WATER LIMITED 
(ACN 066 902 501) 

STATWNT UNDER SECTIONS 75 I H,6, 
VATU INOUSTIY ACT 1994 •RATlHI 10 lNCt.lfllUHc.H 

"'91 ACT 1951 - STATDIENT UNDH Sf:CTICN 2398 

APPLICATIOlts 96326554 

Your Ref. 1 COCtAMJh 363838 

MADOOCJt LONI& ' CHISHOLM 
DX 259 
KBLBOUJUO 22 RBRUARY 1996 

PROPDTl's LOT 1, 895 MAIN ROAD BLTHAH 3095 

TIJI 1QILOWI"9 PARTictJLAM Ml CIYP PffllSQM'l' TO §1£UON9 15,14§& 232911\ 

Sewerage location i■ ■hown on the attached plan. 

OIUURAL HAlfAQSR 

CUSTOMBR SBRVICI: 
YARRA VALLBY WATER LTD 

PLBASI NOTZ1 Unle■■ prior con■ent ha■ been obtained., 
both th• KKBW and th• WATER INDUSTRY Act■ PROHIBIT1 

1. th• erection and/or plac ... nt of any building, wall, bridge, fence 
eaibanlcmant, tillin9, material, machinery or other ■tructure over or 
under any ■ewer or drain 

2. the connection of any drain or ■ewer to, or interference vith, any 
■ewer, drain or watercour■e 

Mitcham Oftice,Lueknow St,Mitcham 
Private 8&9 1 Mitcham Vic 3132 AUSDOC 13204 Mitcham 

Telephone Bnquirieaz 872 1392 

ElttwnOtstril:IHislonc:alSociety(elthamlntory.org.au) 
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ENCUMBRANCE CERTIFICATE NO. 

N MIIIIIESI LOTlMIDILIIIOIIOG..TMIIM 31'111 

f Sl'IIRS & NDJED 11115 -- Ult1' PIU£Rt'f IS IIIDJED 1115 

tot. 

COSll(l(IAI. 

...!!!!..!!!!!. EXISTIG mu: IN) 
--_---,.;; IDG II.DI01'S ...... 
~~-EXISTIGOSOOTS 

IIUG!lllTin£OII 
IOI) UllfllTS 

-------

• ..... • .. .. _ 
mllil'llll!S 

0 IIClmWT 
o CRllJIR IWHlI 

r"5Dm-«£ 
■ !llMIWHLE 
■ IICIHIWR IWID.E 
9 OW&JEJ IWID.E 
■ INSl£CIDl9WI 
0 18<1 IHRINI 
l EIIJIFPIE 

0 CR!.URl'IH'IEJ. 
0 Pl'E AN:TIIII 
► UIG IIWllt 111mR 
\ OWG: IF !ME 
+ PIP!LIIE EX1D1S101 ·-0 llCl2·34 
o EIIIIECY IIUEF 

snu:TU£ 

Eltham District Historical Society (ellhamhistory.org.au 

96826554 

Y. 
© Yarra Vall,,, 
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..... OIETIII IF FUW -..., 1111.111-. .. 
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ENCUMBRANCE CERTIFICATE NO. 

N AD0flEU ....... flQIIIIOID.nwt,... 
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f SE'«RS NE NIDTED ntS -- UJECT PflfERTr 15 NOTED n«s 

2 ., 2 

OOIS1I( 11111. 

•s... EXtSTICmtE#G 
"imf"S.. IOGIILlll£MTS 

-~~-EXISflC~ 
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PflPOSED mu:• 
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wic:roaclsA 
MADDOCK LONIE &. CHISHOLM 

Solicitors 
440 COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 
O.X. No. 259 MELBOURNE 

Dear Enquirer, 

REQUEST FOR PROPERTY INFORMATION 
YOUR REFERENCE : GOC : AMN:363838 

Contact: Mr K Kelm 
Telephone : 9345 4347 

Date: 20 Feb 96 

PE085620536 
Receipt Number 

I refer to your request for information and fee payment by prepaid voucher, 
received at the Kew office on 19 February 1996 , concerning the property 
which is located at: 

895 Ma.in Road, Eltham 
Lot 1 Plan No . 338910Y 
Shire of Nillurnbik 

As at this date, VicRoads has no approved proposals requiring any portion of 
the subject property. 

08klk 
Enclosure 

560 Lygon Street Carlton Victoria 3053. Box 1644N G.P.0. Melbourne VictOfia 3001. 
Telephooe: (03) 9345 4070 {Property Certificates). 

E11harn Dislt ict Histor ical Socioty (o lt l,arn hiMory,org.tCtoriO 0N 1WMOW 



FORMU OFACE USE 0NL Y 

PROPERTY INQUIRY APPLICATION FORM 
REFERENcE cooe N'l'I.ICAllO< .... 

- IMPORTANT ·i•' more than one certificate 19quired, complete 
and forward on.. form for each certificate to 11tlevanl authorities 
in ac:c:on:lanoe with the Property lnquify lnrotmallon Sheet 

TO: 

I I 
MUNICIPAL 
PROPERTY 
NUMBER 
AS APPEARING ON 

Certificate/Advice Requested 

Secticn 70 Certificate '.!be Habitatia, St:anda<ds Branch 
Depart:mant of Plamling • llaval._..,t 
14th Floor Myer Hcluse Fee ecclosed: ~6 14•21 000 62().3 A 
250 Elizabeth Street (DX 23) CASH!ER.01 
HELl!OllRNE 3000 S. 70 CHEQUE ,16.00 

SUBTOTAL ,16.00 

r7.=====================~~TO~T~AL,,.,,===~"""*~1~6-00 _ I NOTE:Generaltyreplles\Wlbemailedtoappicant'saddress. ~lyouwishloco:led:aMelboumeW.lefRateCertiffcate-avaiable I 
Jbusinessdaysafterreoeiptofappllcatlon-cosshefe D 

~ • =""" to "'°"" ~ Melboume wate, 239G Slatemont - aoa he,e D 
VENDOR RE: PURCHASER iO: 
Nillulli:>ik Shire CcuDcil Sale pw:poses 

~ of Civic Drive Greeasl:>orough, 30B8 

~ REGISTERED PROPRJETOR IF NOT THE 1/ENOOR 

l 

VENDOR'S SOLICITOR 

Maddock Ialie & Chisholm 
140 William Street 
Mellx>u=e 

OurReference: GX::A!ti':363838 Maddoclt Ialie & Chisholm 
140 William Street 
MELBOORNI! 3000 

Total Sale Price: s I Date Required 

AuctlonlSettlementDate: 

PhoM: 928B 0555 

DX N:,. 259 Mellxlume F,x: 92B8 0666 

l"lESCRlPTION OF LAND - BE PRECISE, INSUFFICIENT INFORMATION lh'ILL RESULT IN RETURN OF APPLICATION. 

Flat/UnilNo 

-<>INo. 

1 

LOCALITY PLAN (COPY OF TITLE OR SKETCH) SHOMNG D!MENSIONS OF \o\1-IOlE PR.OFERTY ANO Q\SiANCE FROM 
NEAREST STREET INTERSECTION MUST BE ATTACHED TO EACH FORM. 

Street:No. Street 
B95 Main Road 

PlonNo. 

338910Y -3095 

FOlo 

359 

Municipallty 
Nillulli:>ik Shire Camcil 

F­

"""" Nillulli:>ik 
Dop<h 

see plan 

see over for lan 
iil\Jaled on see plan side of street corrmenclng of 

Eltham District H1stoncal Som>ty (elthamh1sta<y.01g.au) 

~ fegistet'"""""' 
il1lf)P?fflbere00\ 

..... 



127 10:16 1996 FROM: 61 3 96965334 TO: 1 PAGE: 

FRCt1 1NILLU18l1< SH l RE CO>CIL. TO 1996,QQ-2'7 1'9•18 1836 P , "6.l"e? 

NILLUMBIK 

REQUESf FOR BUILDING APPROVAL PARTICULARS 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
Ci- Maddoclt Lonie" Clmbobn 
140 Wdliam S..­
MELB<llll<Nl! ,000 

Please a,pply intoanlllion in~ of 

U5Malalloadl'Jtbam 
Volume 102'4Follo'19 
Lot Plu CIA 
I 338910Y 
lleptered 0,,-. Nillumbik Sime Cowici1 

Sis,wure ··············································• Date: 26 Mardi 1996 

PAll.TICULAllS IIEQUUl'ED 

1. Dcwls oflllY buildins permil issued in tbcpiooeclillg 10 )'Mtl. 
J>e«rtpdoa P«mit Date p,..it No 
PublictoiletsforEllbamllbruy 29.1.87 9700 
Al!ention1 &: meosioas to West Wmg 
(buemcu~ lower ground&: grow,d floor) 29.S.87 9700 

J'lnal Inspection Approved: Notr=rdcd 

Occupancy Permit No: Not applicable Date: Not applicable 

l. Details of any aimnt aotira, order or ccrtmcale isaied wider the BuiJdios 
Rqpilalioos 1994,tho Building A<t ml/or tho BuildiDg Coalro1 Aa 1981 or the VJCIOrian 
Buildms Regulations 1983. 

Not opp&:able. -.-, wilha =- ofue an-oftbcpruwionof 
fire fishting equipa-1 and aib lbauld be cmiod out to mmre compliance wilh tho 
buildmaregulatiom. 

E1tMmOist1iclHiMCricBISoci"1y(&lth11mhi&lo,y.org .au) 

61elr• C••iuU CMcDn.~ 
POa..tN~SOII 
~tm)kaal111 
........ (Ol)Ml!Na 

=-



H 1d:1a 199a a1 3 eaeao334 

~ •NIL.LU1BtK SHlAE CO.,CIL. TO 1996,83-27 19118 111316 P.iJ7/VJ7 

l 

- 2 -

3. l,tbcpr"l""'Jia•-wliichil: 

3.1 liable to llooclias widiia the meaning of naa]lliclll6.2; No 

3.2 clesipllOd Ulldw...,._ 63 u 111,.,.ia wllic:b buildinp uo libly y., 
tobea,bjectto-by1<mlila; 

3.3 adeligullldbuahflreprone,...undo<RlauJalioo6.4; Yea 

3.4 m.,..delemiinodu,,d«reauJalioA6.Stobolikclytobea,bjectto 
aipiliAatmow&lla? No 

y oun &itldi!lly 

k_ 
.... MIUlll• ............. UN ....... J.1'(1) 

EhhamOia1riCIH11!0ficalSoaely(ehhamhlltory.org.au) 



~7 t0°:1:1 199C Ct 3 9Cl808334 TO: 1 

A0-1 1r,11 1,..l..1.t18 I ..C SHIRE c:a..,,c:11,.. TO 1996,03-77 1111 11? 1836 P,96/111'7 

LAND INFORMATION CERTIFICATE 
· -22111.ialO..-A«Uff 

,,. .......... ~ ....................... _,. ............. 
NIL L · u M ■ 1 K .......... i...a ....... M~.._.,..ltltw_._.,_._,_.,_, .... -

,,. ........ _....., ....................................................................... _ 
___.. ..... ~-_,-............... ~·-----•A .. _, ......... ~ 

Cadllaoo- ................... .g.f..'Y............................................ n.at:i- .. : .. :U .. c.J.c.9£. .. .. ......... . 

-- .... l..:: .. h.s.~ .. ~ .. QJS.9S........................... Por111e-.-.J05,poml,or, 1!1116. 

- ~ ...... i.1.S. .... m,11.tr.l. ..... ~ ... ffT.ltllr!:! .... r..!.r. ... J.q_'J.£.. ................................................. . 
. ,,.,.,- h .... c..e .. !.U.ec.. :'t. .. l!lti.1Y..'#!A.1 .. f.liiU..?.f.l'1~.-, ....... .?..t¥. .. ~.~ .......... . 
°""" •F--= !.f!.Y..tJm.41&.$.ftLIE .. IHlld.C.l(; ... [lP.~£&.'r. .... :J.tl.tK.i. .. ~l..ftl:t!.K!I) ...... . 
tBQPIB1'XYAilJAIJ(Jtll VlllalaO.:: .......... :···· ................... .. 

::,pial'-'"4V.-: i§~.~.~.u ............ ,.._v_, .... &!.~.9.v.Q ......... si.v-,~,r.~.i,u.o. ... .. 

MIU MP CBtelQP JPDFP JIIW Clllllllllff Dft1IIBIT PAYMBMTII aALAMCI 
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T 

RA'lll .At.~.~.(.~ ............. . 
- ,{?,;,./.~ •• '!.[ 
CWIIACII! .. -/..h,4-s..., ..... _, 
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y TARRA VllLLIIY 'li'ADR LDaTBD 
UCIIGMtcR'°1) 

sunlml'f ~ •en- n • '"~ •TD l..wnY ,er 19" -..n• TO MTU ,,,. aiMaS 
_, ACT 19511 - curtflCAflS 1191.1 •m• Dt J 

STATEIIER'l' & CERTIFICATE AS 'ro RATES AND CHARGES 
~ 

Yarra Valiey 
Water 138-3679099-9 

l 

CME O! ISSU£ 21/02/96 96326554 

HADDOCJC LONIB Ii CHISHOLM 
l)X 259 
KBLIIOORNB 

1t1t•t•te~fl'._., .. _ _, NO AMOOH'l' 

LOT 1 KAIN ROAD BLTDM 3095 

NOTE 
- NO MBTBR PIXED 

,....,. 
GOCtAHNt363838 

IWAR:B 

1111,~._...a&atva,..,,, .... .... ,... .. _.. _ _.....,. ,.,__.,, ... __, __ .... .,,_., ... ~ .... 

o.oo 
o.oo 

NIL 

NIL 

- Thi■ property i■ not rated at pre■ent but may be liable for rating a■ from 
date of ■ale. 

Eltham District Historica l Soci<>!y (elthamh istory .0<g .au) 





f Building's asbestos riddle 
'] by FIONA KAEGI 

7 THE fonner Eltham Shire office building, which 
O,c has been on the market for eight months, is rid-

dled with asbestos which will cost at least 
$2,.,,.,,~y- ••. -~ .... ~'lfely. 

The vacant building has been up for sale since 
last Oc1ober when staff transferred to the former 
Oi::.1Jl("!nd Valley Shire offices in Greensborough. 

Nillumbik :°"tmcil's chief .,,_e.::.itive officer 
Barry Rochford saio whoever bought the building 
would be responsible for the removal of the 
asbestos. 

"I think it's fair to say the building is reason­
ably riddled with asbestos and asbestos products 
tha1 has cruted difficulty with continuing to use it 
as an office building," he said. " It 's an added fac­
tor that buyers have to take into account." 

Mr Rochford said he beLieved the fom,er El­
tham Council had known about the asbestos, but 
could not comment on why it had done nothing 
about it. 

The former offices in Main Rd, Eltharn, were 

built in the I 960s, at a time when asbestos was 
commonly used as a building material. Nillumbik 
Council commissioned a full-scale environmental 
building audit when staff moved out. 

Mr Rochford said the repon, released in 
February 1996, found asbestos in the floor and 
waU tiles, cement sheeting, fire door insulation 
and insulation material. 

He said it was not possible to comment on the 
effects of asbestos on staff who formerly worked 
in the building. "While it is inert, it is not meant 
to be dangerous," he said. 

Mr Rochford said he did not believe the fonner 
council had carried out any air samples. "Nillum­
bik, because of what we have inherited, could 
have some claims on it from previous employ­
ees," he said. 

He said the council had not had any asbestos­
related work claims to date. "Those claims take 
years to surface:· he said. 

"Ultimately, the shire has to pay through work 
care premiums or out and out civil damages." 

Mr Rochford said despite the asbestos problem, 

ElthamD,stnciH,storicalSociety(eltha mh;sto,y.org .au) 

the council was reasonably confident it would sell 
the property, although its attempts to date to sell 
or lease the shire offices had been unsuccessful. 

And no tenders had been received by the clos­
ing date on April 24 this year. 

However, Mr Rochford said that since tenders 
closed, the council had received two "'firm offers" 
which were being evaluated. 

Fonner Eltham Shire president John Graves 
said he had known for a number of years that the 
building contained asbestos.He said the asbestos 
had posed no threat because no major renovations 
had taken place. 

But former shire president Robert Marshall, 
who served on the council for 19 years, said he 
had not known about the asbestos. "It hadn't 
occurred to me there would be asbestos in there 
even though I am an architect," he said. 

Mr Marshall said had he known, he would have 
sought to have the problem rectified. 

" II does concern me because all of us were 
working there for so long," he said. 

" If it is the sort that is safe, if it is not disturbed, 

it is n()( as serious, but it still should have been 
addressed a long time ago." 

Fonner Eltham Shire president Mary Grant 
said she had never been aware the building had 
asbes1os in it. "I don't recall ever having any dis­
cussions about it," she said. "It does concern me 
now I have heard about it." She said the asbestos 
would pose a problem in the sale of the building. 

Bob Manuell, another former shire president, 
said he had only just heard about the offices con­
taining asbestos. "The question was never 
raised" he said. 

A Health and Safety Victoria spokesman said 
all building occupiers and employers were re­
quired by law to have completed an asbestos iden­
tification and assessment process by March 1995. 
He said if asbestos was found, controls, including 
labelling, would have to be implemented. 

The spokesman said he was OOl aware of the 
situation at the fonner Eltham Shire offices. 

Mr Rochford said as far as he knew, the fonner 
shire had not carried out an asbestos identification 
and assessment process. 



11. 

#11.43/96 

Confidential Items 

SALE OF ELTHAM OFFICES, MAIN ROAD EL THAM 

26 June 1996 

NOTE: For Confidential Officer•• Repon refer to Confidential Minute Book. 

I Recommendation 

1. That the offer of Dallas Price Homes Pty Ltd for the purchase of 895 Main Road, 
Eltham for the sum of SI,100,000 be accepted. 

2. That the Chief Esecutive Officer be authorised to sign the Contract of Sale ou 
behalf of the CounciL 

3. That the Common Seal of the Mnnicipality be affixed to the Transfer of Land for 
the contract entered into. 

I Resolution 

Commr Abbott 

I. Noting that the Eltham Shire Offices are escess to Couucil requirements the offer 
of Dallas.Price Homes Pty Ltd for the purchase of 895 Main Road, Eltham for the 
sum ofS!,100,000 be accept_ed. 

2. That the Chief Executive Officer be authorised to sign the Contract of Sale on 
behalf of the CounciL 

3. That the Common Seal of the Municipality be affaed to the Transfer of Land for 
the contract entered into. 

CARRIED 

387 
Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au 



28 / 06 'S116 OSll ; Ol 

MEDIA RELEASE 

COMMUNITY FACil.,ITIES IN NEW GATEWAY TO ELTHAM 

The former Shire Offices of El11wn, which have asbesto6 problems, are to be demolished 
providing an opportunity to n: configure the gateway to Eltham township. 

~001./001 

Toe Shin: ofNillumbik today 11D11ounced agreement had been reacllcd with local developer, 
Mr Della., Howgate of Dallas Price Properties Pty Ltd, that the redevelopment of the site 
would include a number of commumty facilities and sec some lmui retumcd to public use. 

Chief Commissioner of the Shire of Nillumbik, Don Cordell said, "the asbeotos problems of 
the buildin& had made it a difficolt property fin- which to find ao appropriale use. " 

The .site will be used to develop a combined service station, convenience store and video 
outlet which is within the present ,:oning of the lm>d. 

The altemativc offer was to convert the existing building into a number of flats. 

Commissioner Cordell said, "under the agreement. the existing buildmgs would be removed 
providing an opportunity to n:alisn some of the open space and o,gaoise new community 
facilities includini a meeting area for Land Care Groups, desigcated perking for preschool 
parents, addmg cf public land to the library an:a and the development cf a staffed twenty 
four hour a day scwen day a week: tourist infonnmon service." 

The site has been sold fur SI.I million. 

Under the agreement in excess of 25 ¾ of the land will be rctnmcd to Council for public 
use. 

~ part of the ammgemcnt there will be a desi(IDllled tourist information desk within the 
convenience store whieh will provide infmmation and advice to tourists to promote tourism 
facilities and facilities twenty four hours a day seven days a w,:,ck. 

Commissioner Cordell said, "th• Council was k.cn to ensure that the d,:velopmem involved 
quality landscaping aod d,:sisn to enhance the cmra,,c,: to the town,hip." 

'"The timing of the developmem will coincide with the impl=-ation of the Shire of 
Nillumbik' s Eltham township plan acd the underpcunding of po"- lines in thc Main 
Street.• 

MediaEnquiries: 
Ron Smith 
Co,porate Media Communications 
(03) 98820164 

EkhamD1stnctH1stork:alSoc1ety(elthamhis!ory.org .au) 
o nn1 • 
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tF.!? 'WHOPPER' FOR ELTHAM? 
An in-house tender 
bid has been won at 
Nillumbik Shire for a 
contract to manage the 
Council's community 
halls network. The 
contract commenced 
yesterday (Monday, 
July 1). 

At Banyule 
Banyule Theatre last 
Thursday hosted the 
production of All 
Together Now, 
featuring the bands of 
St Helena Secondary 
College and Macleod 
Technical College, 
and the Watsonia 
Heights Primary 
School Choir. 

Sir, 

sh~ato: ~~!ii~~r i:~~~:: :rdf~~!~;:~ :r°t~~rV;!:;; 
Hill property and also to express my dismay and anger 
at that sale, and also at the sale of the fonner Eltham 
Shire municipal offices in Main Road, Eltham. 

The unelected commissioners or the Shire or Nil­
lumbik have chosen to ignore the fact that the former 
democratically elected councillors of the Shire of 
Eltham land had reserved the (Preuy Hill) land for pub-

lic JC:~ s!;~~-g Street appointees have sold the Pretty 
Hill property to developers who wil l undoubtedly make 
a considerable and very quick profit from their purchase. 
lfa profit on 1he land was to be mkade surely it should 
have gone 10 benefit the ratepayers rather than outside 
developer! 

We now learn that these same Commissioners have 
sold the old Ellha m Shire municipal offices to the 
fast food t.hain " Hun gry J acks". 

While Eltham township is not the most beautiful or 
best planned town in the Shire, it, up until now had a 

Suen na~ f-r{~11ti;;tt s;:e~is~~~~n~i~b~~er1l1~t:t b~?d0:e.p:~~ ----.. ·-

National Trust classified Shillinglaw Cottage and of 
course the ve~ fine building designed by Greg Burgess 
tohousethehbrary. 

This quite pleasing "gateway' will now be destroyed 
with the advent of a fast food outlet which will domi• 
natethespace. 

I won~er how 1he operators ?f the other Eltham fast 
food cham McDonalds arc feeling? 

Many residents will recall the fi ght the communi­
ty, with the elected council's support, put up to try 
an d rest rict what was seen as a totally alien develop-­
men I - an d that wasn'I even on the main road. 

So much for the Commissioners' promise to sustain 
the beauty ofNillumbik. 

In these two disgraceful acts the Commissioners have 
sh_own their true colors- they obviously care little for 
N11lumbik (Ehham), and to make matters even worse 
~~? arc not good business people or economic manag-

1 pity any future elei.:ted councillors who will have to 
pick up the mess. 

- Sigmund Jiirgensen, Mom,a/vat, 
Hillcrest Ave, Eltham 

THEADVE/lTISE/l - TUESDAY,JULY2,. 19S¥ - PAOE3 • 

GLO-BRITE 
HARDWARE & PRODUCE 

925 Main Road, 
Hurstbrldge 

Phone 9718 2398 

BUILDERS HARDWARE, 
PAINT, STOCK-FEED, 

FARM FENCING 

LOWER PLENTY ma 
PODIATRY LP 
DO YOU SUFFER 

Sore Feet? S hin Pain? Heel Pa in? 
Thick Long/Nails? Corns? Callous? 

S L -



Ex-shire offices to go 
by FIONA KAEGI 

THE asbestos-riddled former Eltham Shire 
offices is 10 be demolished 10 make way for a 24-
hour service station/convenience store. fast food 
outlet and video shop. 

Nillumbik Council sold the property in Main 
Rd to Dallas Price Properties Pty Ltd last week 
for $1.1 million. 

The development is expected to cost more than 
$3 million and provide 100 full and part-time jobs 
when completed. 

It will cost the developer an estimated $200,{XX) 
to remove the asbestos. 

Nillumbik Council's chief commissioner, Don 
Cordell, said the council had reached an agree­
ment with the developer that the site would in­
clude a number of community facilities and see 

· -o..;,,--1-...... -, 

25 per cem of the 7825 sq m site returned to pub­
lic use. 

He said a designated tourist infom1ation desk 
would be located within the convenieoce store to 
provide infommtion and advice to tourists 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. 

Mr Cordell said the 200 sq m community use 
area. for which the cooncil woold pay a$ I annu­
al peppen:om rent, would house Eltham Food­
share, and provide a meeting place for Land Care 
groups and other organisations. 

Designated parking would be provided for pre­
school parent~ and more public land added to the 
library area. 

Mr Cordell said the council was keen to ensure 
that the development involved quality lancfr,cap­
ing and design to enhance the entmnce to the 
township. 

The council offices had been on the market 
since last October when staff transferred to the 
fonner Diamond Valley Shire offices in Greens­
borough. 

"The asbestos problems of the building made it 
a difficult property for which to find an appropri­
ate use," Mr Cordell said. 

No tenders had been received for the sale or 
lease of the property by the closing date of April 
24thisyear. 

Bui after tenders closed the cooncil received 
two offers. The other was to convert the existing 
building into flats. 

The managing director of Dallas Price Proper­
ties. Dallas Howgate, said he did not believe the 
removal of the asbestos would pose any prob­
lems. 

He said his company was intere.~ted in the site 

because of its Part Eltham Town Centre-Retail 
Office Part Restricted Business zoning. 

The provision of community facilities would 
complement the development, he said, and he did 
not believe amenity issues should arise because of 
the site's isolation from residential areas. 

The visual impact of the development would be 
minimal because it would be set below the level 
of the existing office building. 

1be development proposal now has to go 
through the usual council planning processes. 

Mr Howgate said he was hoping for a "smooth 
sailing"planningprocess. 

"We will be trading for Christmas if we get it 
up and running." he said. 

Mr Howgate denied rumors that Hungry Jacks 
would nm the food outlet, saying only that four 
major fast food chains had indicated an interest. 



Fun gigs: Snorkel members (left to right) Steve, Kristian and Gordo are looking 
forward to playing an a/I-ages Eltham show. Acture COLIN STUCKEY 10:2<>316 

Unsuccessful bidders 
criticise sale of offices 
by FIONA KAEGI 

NILLUMBlK Council ha~ been crit­
icised for its sale of the former El­
tham Shire offices and the llurs-

~~1!~m~:~~s~ftil t;fJ/eople who 
Thecouncilsoldtheformershire 

offices in Main Rd Eltham for $1.1 
million to D::.Has Price Properties 
Pcy Ltd which plans to demolish the 
ot!ices to make wav for a 24-hour 
service station/con·veniencc stort , 
fast-food outlet and video shop 

But John Lordan. wlio put in a $1 
million bid for the site. has accused 
thecouncilof'"pullingdollarsbeforc 
the community" 

Mr Lordan said he would have 
removed the 1roublesome asbestos 

~~~:r~~~!~i~~ i~~~c; ~~~i~f i\;t~ 
preferab_ly for elderly people. 

He said the buildin~ had historic 
value to the community. and creat­
ing a hlock of 20 nats would have 
allowed it to remain. 

There was a need for housing for 

elderlypeopleinthe'community,he 
said. MrLordandcniedhiscriticism 
of the council's decision was "sour 
grapes' . 

"The fellow who won (the tender) 
i.~ a respectable gentleman and does 
a !_ot ?fgo_od projects," he said. "My 
cntic1sm1sw11hthecounctl" 

NillumbikCouncil'schiefexecu­
live officer Barry Rochford said the 
proroseddevelopment for the shire 
otlices was the best deyclopment 
offer the council had received and 
the best price. 

The council has also come under 
ftre for its sale of the former Hurs­
thridge depot for S 115,000 to AP.­
plied Biotixhnologies Pty Ltd and 
Animal Control Technologies Pty 
Ltdtocreateacentrespecia!isingin 
environmental consulting. educa­
tion and Production of approved 
products for landcare 

David Perrett, who submitted a 
$140,000 tender for the depot with 
theintcntionofusingthesitefora 
wholes.ile nursery, has criticised the 
council's tendering process 

Bui Mr Rochford said the council 
accepted the lowest bid. $25.000 
cheaperthanMrPerrcu·s,hecauseit 
believedtheplanneduse wouldh;ive 
themostbenefttsforthecommuni!y 
and because the company planned 
to clean up contamination on che 
site. 

Mr Rochford said Mr Perrett 
wanted the council to clean up the 
contamination on the site. whereas 
the council wanted the purcha!;Cr to 
do this work. 

Mr Perrett admitled his "'as a 
non-con~ormingtender.buts:iid un­
derthec1rcumstanccs there"wasn't 
much option" 

"Thetenderdocuments"ereonlv 
made a, ailablc two weeks before thC 
dosing date. Up10 then there "'as no 
mentionofthecontaminationwhat­
soevcr." he said. 

"We were left with no time to 
have another assessment done 10 
fullyevaluatethepropert} ... 

Mr Rochford said everyone had 
beengiventhesametime-frameto 
submit their tenders. 

·Land covenants finalised 
TWO conservation cove­
nants to protect the envi­
ronmental qualities of the 
Pretty Hill land in Kanga­
roo Ground recently sold 
hy Nillumbik Council 
have been finalised 

The 98ha site was sold 
inMayfor$1.525million 
conditional on its rem­
nant bush being protected 
by covenants placed on 
the land title. 

The council's manager 

of environment and land 
u~stratcgicsDavidGold 
said the two covenants 
had been implemented by 
the Conservation and 
Land Management Minis­
ter, Marie Tehan. 

"These covenants have 
beend.esignedinconsulta-
1ionw1ththeTrustforNa­
ture.and(are)nowimple­
mented in accord with th~ 
planningpermltissuedfor 
the ~ubdivision of the 

land," Mr Gold said 
"They will be binding on 
the current purchaser and 
all successive purchasers 
of the land when ii is sub­
divided." 

MrGoldsaidthecove­
nantsweredesigned to· 
■ Ensure there would be 
no destruction or removal 
of any local indigenous 
plantsorgrasses.withspe­
cific exemptions in rela­
tion to construction of a 

pedestrian access track. 
■ Prohi_b1t the planting of 
non-md1gcnousnora. 
■ Protecttheexistingnat­
urnldrainagepaucrns. 
■ Ban the introduction of 
dogs.catsorotherdomes­
ticunimats 
■ Restrict livestock, with 
the exception of horses, in 
the designated horse trail. 
■ Control the display of 
signs,hoardingsorother 
advcrtisingmatta. 

Funo.010 [or"Snorkel ~ II,.., 1 •1 1 



Poor service for 
cat owners 
HAVING paid. our ~l's S20 regis­
tration fee to N1llumb1k Shire Coun­
cil last April and receiving the cat 
registration band on July 8 after a 
phone inquiry. I raise the question 
as to what services cat owners get for 
their money. 

Dogs can be collected from the 
pound. reads the application form: 
cats do not get a mention! 

Further investigation found that 
those of us who paid our rates/cat 
registration notices al the Eltham 
post office did not receive cat bands 
because our names and addresses 
were recorded on the section of the 
form that was returned to us. 

I have yet to see a council public 
notice that alerts ratepayers of their 
need to chase up their cat's band. 

lfwe had not tracked our grey cat 

~~~h~n1f;~;;~~y~kt:\~~~t! 
lcner would have been a "memorial 
letter" to council's incompetence in 
its registration procedures, 

Harry Gilham, 
Leonard Cres., Eltham. 

Insensitive 
proposal 
I AM appalled and affronted at the 
latest planning decision of the 
Nillumbik commissioners to allow a 
fast-food outlet (Hungry Jack's or 
whoever) and a 24--hour service sta­
tion plus a video store to_be built on 
the site of the Eltham Shire offices. 

Have they no understanding of 

17 /7/q.( 

the last century will go in the name 
of progress. 

My feelings of outrage are com­
pounded when the press release, in 
an effort to make the decision more 
palatable. says that space for 
Landcare groups to meet will be 
made available - just how many 
Landcare groups arc there in El­
tham? Farther north, yes, but in 
Eltham? If they do need a meeting 
place in Ehham. what about the now 
empty police station which was the 
home of the environment office? 

Anyway. such groups can ~eel in 
the meetm$ spaces m the L1bra_ry. 
Senior Cittzens and Commumty 
Health Centre. 

-a-daY tourist 
information service. I can just see 
the rack of pamphlets tucked away 
in a corner of the service 
station/store - rather like the now 
defunct shire service desk at the 
Eltham library. 

Crass developments have been 

~~flft~n~~~:~ni~;~u~~~il~h: 
expressed to the commissioners so 
that adequate community consulta­
tion can take place over the disposal 
of another community asset. 

I also hope that this development 
will not tum out to be a tawdry 
reminder of the commissioners· 
reign over our commumty. 

SueD>et. 
Leonard Cres., Eltham. 

Group helps 
thousands 

the extent of community involve- I WRITE this (with a mixture of 
ment that has taken place over the anger and confusion) in response to 
years to ensure that Eltham town- "Self-serving schemes", by Andrew 
ship has an attractive entrance? Trezise (Letters. July 3). 

This insensitive proposal is one As a case manager. helping long-
which will put a service station next term unemployed clients back into 
to a maternal and child health centre employment. I have helped more 
and hall which was built by the War than 70 clients (who have been un-

~~h~~a~iJ;~~~ i:~:Of~~~t" ;: ~~P~J~tf~~Pf~~oi:a~1:di~; 
World War IL I also assume that the employment in the '90s is having 
historic cypress trees that were part current skills and a great attitude. 
of the Shil~~~uar~Jl,,ML.,JtL!fC you have been unemployed 

LETTERS 
Leners to the Edi!Of must be 
signedandsuppliedwilha 
lull name, address and a 
contact phone number for 
validationpurposes. 
Preference is given to legible 
leners of no mora than 300 
words.We reserve the right 
toedtt letters 

over a number of years - and 
received hundreds ofknockbacks for 
jobs - both your skills and your 
auitude need a kickslart. 

Motivational videos. meetings to 
assess needs and help with overcom­
ing barriers and computer courses 
arc some of the "stepping stones" 
used to help people on the journey 
back into full-lime employment. 

Incidentally. the "intervention 
program" mentioned.was run by a 
••for-profit"• orgamsa11on and 1s not 
in any way connected with Skill 
Seekers 

Yes. these programs do represent 
a considerable amount of taxpayers' 
money, bu1 God help a country that 
is not willing to help its long-term 
unemployed people with the neces­
sary steps to gaining full-time mean­
ingful employment. Australia (and 
the dedicated staff at Skill Seekers) 
should congratulate ourselves: we 
now have the lowest ··tong-term un­
employed" figure for the last five 
years. 

It's hard to sec how Skill Seekers is 
·'self-serving·· - we are a non-profit 
organisation which has helped thou­
sands oflon~-term un~mployed peo­
ple get on with their hves. 

Stuart Brink1rnrlh, 
Case Manager, 

Skill Seekers, Greensborough. 



Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting 17 July 1996 

7. Officers' Reports 

7.116/96 SALE OF ELTHAM OFFICES, MAIN ROAD, ELTHAM 

Summary (GM,CS/LSCR/04) 

To appoint an agent under the Building Control Act 1981 for the purposes of applying for a 
demolition permit. 

Officer's Report 

A$ the contract of sale is conditional upon the grant of a planning permit authorising the 
Purchaser's proposed use and development of the property, it is in order that the pw-chaser be 
authorised to make application for a building permit to demolish the former Eltham Shire 
Offices and sign the application fonn on behalf of the Council. 

!Resolution 

CommrAbbott 

That Dallas Price Homes Pty Ltd be appointed as agent of the Council under the 
Building Control Act 1981 for the purposes of applying for a demolition permit and 
authorises Dallas Price Homes Pty Ltd to make application for a building permit to 
demolish the former Eltham Shire Offices, 895 Main Road, Eltham and sign the 
application form on behalf of Council. 

CARRIED 

405 
Eltham Dls!rictHistoricalSociety(elthamhis\Of)'.org.au 



Former shire office 
sale angers residents 
NILLUMBIK residents last week staged a protest Former Eltham councillor Jenni Mi1chcll said "In the case of the project not proceeding the 
against the proposed development at the former residents had paid for the offices and deserved a council will refund the developer the costs of work 
Eltham Shire office site better return on their asset. She said; "$1.l million undertaken up to $70,000," he !'.aid. 

Members of the newlj•formcd F:ltham Gateway appear.. to be a very low price for a suhstantial ··1f this situation did eventuate, a cleared site 
Action Committee met at the offices ~ast Tuesday to building of this type in such a prime l()Ca\ion." . would be a more valuable asset to put back onto the 
fig~\ ~he dcmoliuon of the ashcstos-r1ddlcd Mam St She suggested poss1I:le uses for the site mcludmg market. 
hu1ldmg. _ _ . sound recording studios, commercial design stu- "The proposed development falls within the 

A24-hourserv1ces1at1on/convemencestore.vid- dios. architectural offices. cultural centre with current :wning of the land but it still has to go 
eo shop and Hungry Jack·s are planned for the site. bookstore, music centre, art studio, professional through the full public planning process" 

Nillumbik Council sold the property - which suites, thcat_re, you_th support (drop-in) centre or a Mr_ Rochford said funds from the sale of the 
had been on the market for eight months - to 24-hour police station. . . . hu1ldmg ~ould be used for the Eltham streetscape 
Dallas Price Properties Pty Ltd in June _ _ Former Eltham councillor David Essex said if works which woul~ benefit Eltham n:sidents. 

The site was sold for $I.I m1ll1on, despite being residents couldn't save the building, they had to The managingdirectorofDallasPnce Properties, 
valued at $1.45 million hy Herron Todd White save the site. Dallas Howgate, said he did expect community 
Valuers Victoria in January. Montsalvat Trust chairman Sigmund Jorgensen backlash against the proposed development, but 

The decision has outraged residents. said the proposed development was incompatible would do everything he could to appease the 
But the council has justified selling the property with th_e n~ill,hbor_ing community precinct. community's anger: 

for less than its valued price because of concessions "I think 11 is a disaster that the unelected oommis- Mr Howgate, a N11lumbik resident, said Shell had 
made by the developer including a tourist informa- sioners should sell olf what is essentially the most agreed to put in a "one--off" design for the petrol 
tion desk to be contained in the convenience store. important building site in Eltham," he said station/convenience store 
a community use area and parking. Nillumbik chief executive officer Barry Rochford "We have the opportunity to sit down and 

The council has also blamed the asbestos prob- said the demolition permit was issued on July 19, negotiate a change in their corporate image and 
lemsforbringingthepricedown. and the council expected the site to be cleared theyarepreparedtodothat,"hesaid 

However. residents daim the asbestos pr~blems within the next two weeks ■ The Eltham Gateway Actior_i Committee has 
have been "beefed up·• to justify the sale pnce and The development is expected to be completed hy orgamsed a pubhc protest meeting at Montsalvat 
are angered by the proposed plans for the site. the end of the year. on August 4 at 4pm. 

~· 
Public protest: Members of the Eltham Gateway Action Committee protest against the demolition of the former Eltham Shire offices fast week. Picture 
MICHELLE KELCEY Eltham D,stnct H,stoncal Society (elthamh1story.or9.au) 111111 6 

□ BRIEFS 

New system 
A $1.2 MILLION computer system has 
been installed at NiHumbik Council's 
Greensborough offices 

The councirs information tcrhnology 
services manager. Tony Cox, said the 
systcmconsistedofanintegratednetwork 
ofabout 130computers 

He said it included a microwave link 
and other features so staff at other loca­
tions could also access the system. 

Mr Cox said the facility incorporated 
anelectronicmessagingsystemsocouneil 
stalfcould contact any person in the 
o~nisationandanintegrateddatabase 
which brought together mformat1on from 
severaldepanments. 

Traders group 
NJLLUMBIK Council is inviting tr~ers 
to attend a meeting to discuss forming a 
Diamond Creek retail centre tr,1ders' 
group in late August. 

DrnmondCreektradersandthecouncil 
have already talked about ideas. such as 
improved car parking and streetscaping, 
toenhancethecentreandcapitaliseonits 
strengths. 

Traders interested in attending the 
meeting should contact Alben DiPietro 
on 9438 1249, Murie! Harmer on 
9438 2652 or John Munday on 
94382546. 

Hall reopened 
THE Eltham North Community Hall was 
officially reopened last week after a fire 

da~wri~~~~.t~~~/~~!i~r~~~~~~ion-
crs. Don Cordell, said restoration and 
improved facilities at the hall cost 
$400,000 

MrCordellsaidacentralfeatureofthe 
building was a community hall that could 
seatl20peop!e 

Building alterations included a new 
cntrance.toiletandkitchenareas.hesaid 

Scout appeal 
THE Scout Association is asking people 
to open their homes to youngjobseekers 
from rural areas. 

T.he Scouts Gateway Employment 
ProJectneedsfam1heswholil'e in metro­
politan Melbourne to provide accommo­
dation for rura!jobseekers aged 18 to 24 

lhe project is aimed to help many 
johscekerswhoaredisad,antaged due to 
a lack of employment opportunities in 
their home town 

The project provides suppon for up to 
th.ree months and matches the family 
with an appropnate tenant who has se­
cured employment and will pa)' full hoard 
and lodgings. 

For more information contact the 
Scout Association of Australia, Victorian 
branch on 1800640454. 

Kyme to stand 
HURSTBRIDGE resident Jock Kvme 
has confirmed he will stand ·ror 
Nillumbik Council in the !997 council 
elections. Mr Kyme made the news in 
June last year when theNillumbikcom­
missioner, issued a defamation writ 
against him. The writ was dropped in 
August. 

INDEX 
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It; mu;\@4 ;t Eltham Of.ices Demolition 
NO ENTRY 

ASBESTOS FIBRES 'YOU CAN'T DEMOLISH CITY HALL' 
The Advertiser 

Press Room 
Confidentia 

FOCUS for those on 
Planet Nillumbik this 
week saw a good ol' 
community protest last 
Tuesday morning at the 
demolition-in-progress 
former Eltham Shire of­
fices. 

It had all the neces­
sary theatrical elements 
with: 
• Nillumbik 'senior' 
Thelma Barkway(and 
protest banner) being 
forcibly moved by a 
hired security guard; 
• intrigue as the secu­
rity men took refuge in 
the old municipal offic­
es, without masks, but 
into a "compulsory res­
pirator area"; and 
• a speech by Jr,ek 
Kyme, suggesti1_1g per­
haps a substantial 
"whip-a-round" for an 
injunction to stop dem­
olition of the Eltham 
edifice. 

ment Minister Roger 
Hallam's directive in 
December 1994 that the 
new municipality was 
to be headquartered in 
Civic Drive, Greens­
borough. 

Nillumbik chiefs 
toyed with the idea of 
having the building as 
an annexe for Box Hill 
Colleg-e of TAFE, Po­
lice district headquar­
ters, and even named 
the half-dozen parties 
who made expressions 
of interest for the prop­
erty. 

Yet, when it came 
time for real (money­
up-front-please) variety, 
little was found. 

Just prior to the an­
nouncement of the con­
ditional sale of the 
property to Dallas Price 
Homes Pty Ltd, a front­
page report appeared 
on the Diamond Valley 
News. 

JW NEWS RELEASE: 

SHIRE ISSUES 
DEMOLITION PERMIT 

"THE Shire of Nlllumbik has issued a demolition 
permit for the former Shire ofEltham offices," 
says a news release issued by the Council: 

Barry Rochford, Chief Executive of Nillumbik 
Shire said: "\\'ork has commenced on the site, 
includin& the removal of asbestos on Tuesday.''. 

"The< .ounul expected the site to be cleared wnhin 
the next thn .. -c weeks," Mr Rochford said. 

"[n the case of the proicct not proceeding the 
Councilwillrcfundthedeve!operthccostsofwork 
undert:ikcn up to ~70,000." 

Mr Rochford said 1fth1s situation did eventu:ilt' a 
cleared ~itc would be a more v:iluable asset to put 
backontht:m<1rkct 

"The project, inclw.ling the community fatilitics, 
arc cxpect_ed to be complt:tcd by the end of the year," 
MrRo!.'.hlord said. 

We're confident that 
will be backed by Plen­
ty Valley FM's record­
ing of the meeting 

"We're digusted," Ka­
rin Geradts interjected 
from the Public Gallery 

"If there's no discus­
sion, we'll put the mo­
tion," replied Chief 
Commissioner Don 
Cordell. 

"There's lot of discus­
smn ... ," said Ms 
Geradts, just prior to 
the three Commission­
ers' hands being raised 
to approve the motion 
Although, we note new 
Commissioner Vin Hef­
fernan rarely indicates 

We deserve a· better re­
tum on our asset - ei­
ther as a community­
use building m in dollar 
value for the communi­
ty." 

Ms Mitchell remind­
ed last week's rally that 
the former Shire of 
Eltham had a vision for 
the gateway to the 
Eltham township. 

"A lot of work had 
gone into zoning regu­
lations along the Gate­
way with much discus­
sion in the community 
over the finer details, as 
tous_es, signage, etc_ 

Re-wind time 
msTORY ofNillumbik 
Council's desire to rid 
itself of the Eltham 
building can be traced 
to then-Local Govern-

One vernion ot the 
conspiracy-story is that 
the front-page asbestos 
scare was supposed to 
be leaked in the previ­
ous week by Advertiser 

• Thelma Bark way is ordered fo move by a security guard at Eltham. a for-or-against vote on 
those proposed by his 
colleagues) 

"Finally, a resolutmn 
was passed that satis­
fied the community, 
part of that statement 
of purpose read: 

'A 

E!tham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au; 

Editor Ash Long ... who 
didn't come to the par­
ty. 

(The yarn is he was 
told of the asbestos 
problems in confidence, 
and actually - but unex­
pectedly - maintained 
the 'secret'!) 

Convenience 
NEXT stop forNil­
lumbikians was news 
that the Shire had con­
ditionally sold the prop­
erty to local firm, Dal­
las Price Homes Pty 
Ltd, for a combined vid­
eo store, service sta-

:t ~'ttaf~~~~~1k· 
information desk. 

Non-sourced sources 
tell us that the Main Rd 
building will be mud­
brick. Well, not actually 
mud brick, but mud­
brick rendered. 

The roof is even 
planned to be the sa~e 
color as the award-wm­
ning Eltham Library! 

Down 
she comes ... 
WHEN the bright pink 
plastic barricades went 
up la~t week, the_activ­
ist-bngade went mto 
action to try and save a 
building that no-one 
has ever really liked. 

Let's face it ... the 
former Eltham Shire 
building has been one 
of the most plain, unap­
pealing, and unroman­
tic buildings of 'The 
Magic Valley' 

Everyone seemed to 
express surprise when 
a demolition order was 
issued by Nillumbik 
Shire ... but the truth is 
we all missed it. 

Tberoove wa{> 

flagged on Pag-e 405 of 
the July 17 Council 
meeting when the Shire 
moved to "appoint an 
agent under the Build­
ing Control Act 1981 
for the purposes of ap­
plying for a demolition 
permit". 

The report, 
word-for-word 

'It's totally 
inappropriate' 
FORMER Eltham Shire 
Councillor Jenni Mitch­
ell says the buildin_g, 
owned by local resi­
dents - on land donated 
to the community, with 
funds from locals -
should not now be sold 
for a commercial enter-

;'h~~~[;i~;~e~rfri°;t to p~~~~II rates paid for it 
said: "As the contract 
of sale is conditional 
upon the grant of a 
planning permit au­
thorsiing the Purchas­
er's proposed use and 
development of the 
property, it is in order 
that the purchase be 
authorised to make ap­
plication for a building 
permit to demolish the 
former Eltham Shire 
Offices and sign the ap­
plication form on behalf 
of Council." 

Commissioners 
moved: "That Dallas 
Price Homes Pty Ltdbe • 
appointed as agent of 
the Council under the 
Building Control Act 
1981 for the purposes of 
applying for a demol_i­
tion permit to demohsh 
the former Eltham 
Shire Offices, 895 Main 
Rd, Eltham and sign 
the application form on 
behalf of Council." 

Interjections 
by protestor 

" . to recognise the 
special character of the 
landscape and buildings 
of the Eltham Gate­
way Area, as an en­
trance to the Eltham 
township" 

Ms Mitchell said 
there were currently 
seven service stations 
in Eltham, with an 
eighth - Caltex - recent­
ly closed. 

THE demolition order 
was not glossed over by 
Council ... indeed, our 
reporter's notes indicate 
that Chief Executive 
Officer Barry Roc~ord 
introduced the mot10n 
to the meeting as a • Elfham profestor Harry GIiham 

, Mprocedural matter" 



• Jenni Mitchell calls for a fight 

Eltham already had 
McDonald's and Red 
Rooster fast food out­
lets. Already, another 
video store was 
planned opposite Luck 
and Cecil Streets, plus 
the next new one 
planned for the Shire 
site. 

"Other video shops 
have started and failed 
inEltham." 

Asbestos 
problems 
MS Mitchell says that if 
the Shire offices has as· 
bestos problems, "the 
older the building, the 
more likely it is to have 
any serious asbestos 
problems. 

"The buildings next 
to the Shire Office, that 
of the Pre-School 
would be of more con­
cern from a health 
problem. 

"Does this mean the 

removal of the former 
Shire Offices and all of 
the other buildings in 
the Shire with asbes­
tos?" 

$1.1million? 
"$1.1 million appears 
to be a very low price 
for a substantial build­
ing ?f this ty~ in such 
a pnme location," Ms 
Mitchell said. 

"Given that market 
values are very low at 
present, wouldn't it be 
wiser to wait until they 
have improved before 
selling our community 
asset? We will not be 
able to purchase a 
property again in the 
future at this pnce on a 
prime location such as 
this if we act in haste 
now 

"Once sold, it is sold 
for ever. Why the ur­
gency? What will the 
money be used for?" 

• Joel< Kyme, David Essex, urge action .. 

f:®rM 
Janefleld quiz 
Scullin MHR Harry 
Jenkins has asked in 
Parliament about the 
futureofJanefield. 
"Will the Government 
continue to finance 
the Better Cities 
redevelopment of 
surplusinstirutional 
land atJaneficld?" Mr 
Fahey answered: ''The 
future of sp,;:nding 
programs 1s a matter 
for the Budget and 
any decision on the 
Better Cities program 
will be announced in 
the Budget context." 

To Chicago 
St Helena Secondary 
College student Luke 
Scvior has been 
selected to play for 
theAustrahanAII­
Starsnextmonthin 
Chicagho at the 
National In-Line 
Championships. Luke 
is seekini sponsorship 
forthetnpto 
Chicago. 

Debates 
Last night (Monday) 
was scheduled for the 
final debate,at Loyola 
College, between 
Eltham High School 
and St Helena S.C., 
represented by 
Rebecca Swenney, 
Phillipa Dean and 
Alycia Schultz. 

Baby Show 
A two-day baby show 
is being held next 

s~i~p~~:'c~~~tih~ 
girls' event will be 
held on Monday (Aug. 

;~;;~~f!e;~~l/o on 
(Aug. 6). Seethe 
Plaza's column in 
today's Advertiser for 
more details. 

Top to Bottom 
The Philip Adams 
"From Top To Bottom: 
Tripping on Australian 
Landscape"exhibition 
opened last Sunday 
(July28) at the 
ElthamWiregrass 
Gallery.The former 
Maryborough Tech• 
nical College art 
teacher has conducted 
two solo exhibitions 
previously at the Main 
Rd gallery. 

Emergency 
Police Sgts Chris 
McIntyre (Diamond 
Creek)andDavc 
Arthurson (Hurst-

~t!~t~/f~~et~~i~nl 8 
months service on the 
Nillumbik Shire Mun­
icipal Emergency 
Planning Committee. 
Steve Plater will be 
replaced by Brian 
Foster as the second 
level officer. 

Land transfer 
Nillumbik Council has 
officially transferred 
documents for the 
acquisition ofland for 
road widening 
purposes in lronbark 
Rd, Yarrambat. 
Compensation was 
paid to the land 
owners to May last 
year. 

It's available 
Copies ofNLllumbik 
ShJTe's"Quarterly 
Management Report" 
are to be made 
available to any 
mcmberofthepublic 
who_reques1sonein 
writing. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au 

Eltham office 
demolition 
should halt 

Sir, 
Nillumbik Shire has entered into a conditional con­

tract of sale in respect of the former Eltham Shire of-

~~~s~l'f;he th~r;;i:i~g ~~l\~:t~~;tt~ ;:~~r,rrcr::~~1\~ 
ent Shell, a service station and convenience store, avid-

eo ~~~~~ti:s ~s~~~JaJ;~~iru:;/d~!iI:~l~~ to Dallas 
Price Pty Ltd, to act as Council's agent in carrying out 
the demolition. Should the conditional sale of the prop­
erty be not consummated, Council will reimburse Dal• 
las Price Pty Ltd for its demolition expenses up to the 
amount of$70,000. 

As a former developer myself, I can sa~ tha~ the most 
common arrangement for this type of sttuatton is for 
the vendor to authorise the puchasder to carry out the 

~~~~~~{Jf~;a~~~e~r ~pbei~t~~• ~~~te~~;r~:~ft~~fft 

~:~:at~t~r:rs~h~ ~~;ci~itt!~g~;~~~et/,';i;~i~~:~ f~ 
the event of the purchaser failing to do so. 

Had this latter course been followed, Nillumbik Shire 
would have been assured of receiving the balance of 
the contract price and the purchaser ( or his Bank) would 

~;J~~t~i~~~:~:~~n~~~~pc~st~r~d0i~~~~ inr~b~~~d ~~~ 
~111 leave Ni!lumbik ratepayers with, at best, a cleared 
site for resale, and $70,000 out of pocket.At ~orst, rate­
payers could also be left to finish the demolition. 

Given the apparent keeness o~both Dallas Price Pty 
L\d and the Shell company for this proj~et to proceed, 1 
wouldexpectthatMinisterialinterventi_oneouldresult 
in a more appropriate arr1:1~gement bemg negotiated, 

!~ffy:1~s:~e~r=~d:~:1~d,~1~~~~i~~:~~~1r~-~~:~,i!f:~~ 
we would like to see the demolition suspended 

A protest meeting has been arranged for Sunday (Au­
gust 4), 4pm at Monsalvat, Hillcrest Rd, Eltham. 

Postscript: Subsequent to writing the above, Mr 
Dallas Howgatemet with members of the Eltham Gate­
way Action Committee last night, and surprised us with 
the infonnation that the impetus for a hasty dcmolit"lon 
had not come from either liim, or from his client., but 
from the Council itself! 

Council, he said, had actually approached ~im! 
He told us, and we have no reason to disbelieve him, 

~~%tITsh:J. i~;~sf:&hr~t~tr,~e ~o:~ve11t~~b~~1:!~~ 
to demolish befor_e settlement, and he expressed the view 
thatitwas'pol1t1ca1'. 

Could it be that Barry Rochford and his Commis­
sioners have wrongly assumed that opposition to the 
proposed development arises, almost totally, from a 

~~:1;:1tr;isi~~~!~e d~1!~,h ~~I t!~~!;:N1d :~:;~ir~~~~se 
W.H. Kyme, Cherrytree Rd, Hurstbridge 

Fruit Graft 
Day soon 

A HERITAGE Fruit Grafting Day will be held at 

~e:~~e~~a1"d~~n!~fi• t~\cl~ 1 !t ~e~~~~:t~e;, s~~ 
search. 

"This is an opportunity to purchase scion wood from 
a wide range of rare, non-commercial varieties of_ap-

bl~sat~::•trf:~1:~ a;r!Kl~;~~!~~~~~;!io~: !1i1t 
available, or selected scions can be grafted onto root 
stock for you." 

Cost are: 
• Scion Wood,$} per piece; 
• Root stocks, $6 each. 

Guided tours will be available on the day for $5 
per person over an extensive permaculturally de-

f~1:::s~~~p~;!f~~~i~ ~~0a~:~t~ned~~:p;::~~i:;~! 

:~h:~~I, '~!rr!!~e~;i:s::~t::~ p:~~t:1::ra:1::::~ 
gy house and more. 

All proceedq from the tours will go to subsidise 1l1ird 

:ii~1tt~e~~~ie~~:i:: ~:i1h~o attend the next Per-
At the turn of the century 6000 varieties of apples 

were grown world wide. Similarly, 9000 varieties of 
pears were grown. In most eases, beea_use of commer­
cial pressure and_ ~e need for long-distance haulage, 
most ofthese vanet1es have been lost. 

However, there is a very active conservation group 
aligned to Pt.Tlllaculture Melbourne - The Heritage Fruits 
Group. ·11:tis gro~p is dedicated. to recovering rare or 
threatened variettes, imparting mfonnation about the 
fruits, and actively encouraging as many people as pos­
sible to _grow more rare yarieties in an attempt to en­
sure thetr long-tenn survtval. 

Early advantages of diversity are: 
• early, mid- and late-se'.15on fruits; 
• a worldoftastesensallons; 

;c~~~t!0{o~;;J~i\f~\pcutle~s;\~~~~\:!.fles for des-
• chosen pest or disease r~s1strant varieties. 

Also, on the day, you wtll have the opportunity to be 
listed as a con!lerVllt0r ofyour chosen varieties . 
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• Letter to the Editor 

Sir, 
Over the last 18 months we have witnessed many 

dramatic changes in Victoria and more especially 
in what is now known as Nillumbik. 

King Kennett, the young blighter from Spring 
Street, with a small army of mates, now known as 
Commissioners, amalgamted the Shires of this fair 
State. This he said was good and was going to be 
more efficient. lie capped the rates. so that a 
reealcitrantcouncil,facedwithalinancial problem, 
could not raise the rates, their only option being to 
em backonstaffandservicesortor,1isethecharges 
for Council services. 

Everything has to be CCT'd (compulsorily 
competitive tendered), because (.50 we were told) this 
wouldbringmoreefficienciesandbecostcffective. 
I guess it is politically incorrect to ask whether this 
is really the case! 

In Nillumbik we arc allowed to be allowed to have 
elections in March 1997, this is after two years of 
Commissioner rule! 

The mates (Commissioners) under instructions 
from Spring Street, arc allegedly c011sulting with 
the community, as to the methodologies of these 
election, 

As part of this process the Nillumbik 
Commissioners sent each elector an Option Paper 
which outlined a somewhat limited list of options 
relating to the number of wards, number of 
councillors (perhaps they should be coiled warders) 
and other associated electoral matters. 

We were also offered 1he opportunity to partake 
in three workshops where these matters could be 
discussed and debated. 

The results of these deliberations, u·e were told, 
would be used by the Commissioners as the base 
for their decision as to the electoral system 
Nillumbik would adopt. 

Last week a new paper arrived on our collective 
desks which indicated that the three Commissioners 
appcartohaveoptedforfivecouncillorrcpresenting 
five wards. 

So much for the community workshops, and so 
called consultations. I understand that the three 
workshops, and I personally attended two, opted for 
nine to 12 Councillors, and three multi-Councillor 
wards, though some preferred nine to 12 single 
Council wards. 

The Commissioners' latest missive does invite 
further submissions, but whit is the point when it 
appears that they, the Commissioners, take no notice. 

I ponder on the fact that the Commissioners sent 
out the Option Papers to the whole community, and 
now this second paper informing us of their preferred 
option. Surely if they believed in democracy then 
they could have included a voting paper on which 
we could mark our favored choice for the future. 

I note that included with the second notice I 
received, was a Resident Survey on Tourism from 
Lat Robe University, which invited us to tick certain 
options. So why not a Resident Survey on Elections 
and Electoral Systems? 

Meanwhile the Black Prince, King Kennett's 
Minister for l.-Ocal Government, Rob Maclellan, sits 
brooding in his tower of power overseeing the 
destruction of local government democracy as we 
used to know it. Maclellan has let it be known that 
he will have no truck with any elected council, or 
for that matter Commissioner, who dares cross 
swords with the directives of Spring Street. 
Dismissal, or worse will be the order of the day! 

Two World Wars and countless other incursions 
have been fought to protect democracy, thousands 
have died tying to stop totalitarian regimes from 
either the right (fascists), or left (communists), 
taking control. Now in the mid 90's those high moral 
ideals fo_r democracy have been _simply pushed asi_de 
by a regime who claim that their system who claim 
that their system will bring greater efficir-ncy to 
government, and benefits to the people. 

ls democracy dead? Local government certainly 
appears to have been high-jacked by King Kennett 
and his crew. His mates and those who do his bidding 
daily appear to have become more powerful! 
Certainly 'Crown' Princes, the inimitable Ron 
Walker and Lloyd Williams have prospered under 
his beneficial rule, but have we? 

Perhaps the commissioners might accept this 
challenge to come out in the open and publish all, 
including the Nillumbik book of accounts which 
hopefully will reveal the extraordinary efficiencies 
they have brought to Nillumbik. I am also sure that 
many in the community would be interested in the 
report by the council-appointed workshop faciliattor, 
Des Bethke, on the preferred option for the 
forthcoming elections. 

Surely we have a right to know! 
- Sigmund J6rgensen, 
Hillcrest Ave, Eltham 
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Disbelief 
at plans 
I AM outraged at what is happen­
mg to our Eltham. Having let the 
new plans for the town centre and 
other proposed developments 
sink m. r must express my disix'· 
lief at the following· 
I. Oestruct1on of the old shire 
o r f i c e s r o r a 
, ideo/conven ie nce/f:ist-­
food/petrol outlet. I don·1 care 
how "sensitive" the development 
will be, it will still represent the 
crassest aspects of modern living 
Placing Eltham Foodshare under­
neath isjusl plain "bad taste". 
2. Plans for the town centre lo 
include removal of native grasses 
and trees along the median strip 
in Main Rd and replacement with 
"granitic sanct·· and "the me 
trees". 
3. Replacement of brick-paved 
footpath with asphalt and a pleth­
ora of banners. totems and 
sculptures. 
4. Building of another mega video 
store opposite Caltex 

! note that in plans for the town 
ce ntre in Eltham. we are to have 
bui ldings of landmark quality to 
define the boundaries of the shop­
ping precinct. Somehow. 1 didn't 
have neon-lit video stores in 
mind ' 

Eltham. voudeserve better than 
a clone of neo-kitschville! 

Margaret Jennings, 
Stanley An•, 

Ellham 

Lack of 
respect 
!F PUBLIC anger_ distrust. disap­
JX>intment and most of all di_sbe­
lief over the electoral decisions 
recrntly brought down by the 
Nilll1mb1k commissioners does 
nol boil over into open revolt. I 

will be greatly surprised 
These state appointees (com­

missionersandchiefexecutiveof­
ticer) have taken one of the few 
shire-s whose co mmuniti es 
worked hard for and were thrilled 
with the result of local govern• 
ment reform and made them out­
casts - to be completely ignored 

This lack of respect for the com­
munities was again blatantly exer­
cised on July 17 when the shire 
electoral arrangements were put 
through '"council'" 

Where are the rt"su !ts of the 
!hree public forums? Of course 
they are confidential. My under­
standing is that two of the foru,ns 
overwhelmingly endorsed three 
wards and nine councillors and 
the other one pusheil strongly for 
three wards and 12 councillors. 
What of the submissions? Avail­
able to the public? No. they are 
also confidential 

libraries. child care. spons 
grounds. s.ale of assets, planning, 
electoral boundaries, roads - at 
the moment. residentshaveabso-

:~~elfu~~:bte~\:;rn~ :ct~g~a~~ 
councillor representation - act 
now. 

Object now, write and speak in 
suppon of your submission. let 
them see you care. be in the coun­
cil chamber on August 14 and 21 
and help make them nights that 
will be rem e mbered in 
Nillumbik's history. 

MikeJansz., 
C/- Smiths Gully Post Office. 

Consultation 
farcical 
I IMPLORE all residents of 
Nillumbik to seriously consider 
the electoral decisions now before 
them. If they are not prepared to 
act they WILL be made on their 
behalf. by the commissioners and 
chief exe,:utive officer 

Under the CEO and the com­
missioners, community consulta-

tion has been farcical. Their lack 
of respect for community involve­
ment has le{! to a high level of 
apathy bred of frustrati on and a 
sense of hopelessness. 

Accountable democratically 
elected representation is coming. 
Ek a part of the process that de­
cides how many councillors. the 
type of voting sys tem and the 
number of wards that will make 
up the new Nillumbik. 

Councillors are your direct link 
to council: they represent the resi­
dents. groups. and communities 
- how many should there be" 
Important points to consider in­
clude: (a) the Local Government 
Act has not changed the roles and 
functions of councillors: (b) the 
many diverse communities across 
our shire: (cl the value of having a 
""local" on council, and that local 
government should mean just 
that -it must be local 

Don ·t be taken in by the base­
less argument put forward ·· that 
future councils MAY be best 
served by a lesser number of 
councillors than previously". The 
maximum number of councillors 
allowed is 12; for Nil lumbik, each 
councillor would represent about 
3000 voters. The minimum is 
fiv e: each councillor would then 
represent 7200 voters 

The Local Government Board 
guidelines on elections strongly 
suggested that the community be 
involved in working groups. 
These were to be initiate{! in early 
Fehruary to present an options 
paper to council by April 1. 

Our appointed public servants 
have. on our behalf. produced a 
document outlininga few options 
Please do not be confined to the 
limited options offered by the 
'"discussion" paper: the number 
of options available is immense 

The number of counci llors 
should renect the many vibrant 
lifestyles of Nillumbik. Take .id­
vantage of the commissioners· in­
vitation. use the reply pa1d ad­
dress and let them know how 
many councillors and wards 

LetterstotheEdhormustbe 
signed and supplied with a 
fullname ,addressand a 
contactphonenumberl0< 
validation purposes. 
Preference is given to legible 
lettersofnomorethan300 
words.Wereserve1h€right 
10 editlellers 

Nillumbik should hav e. and 
above all that residents want to be 
listened to. 

Kllhn Franke, 
Kangaroo Ground-St Andrews 

Rd, 
Smiths Cully. 

Community 
opinion 
AT THE council meeting on July 
17, the commissioners announced 
their preferred option ror the dis­
position of elections 10 be held in 
the Ni llumbik Shire in March. 
1997. They recommended five 
councillors to represent fiv e sepa­
rate wards. a far cry from the I:': 
counci llors of the old Shire of 
Diamond Valley and the nine of 
the old Shire of Eltham. Their 
chosen option allows the mini­
mum of represe ntation to 
Nillumbik ratepayers. who. all the 
evidence suggests. preferred ei ther 
nine or 12 councillors 

These preferences were e~­
pressed in a survey carried out by 

'------;.;:;,a;;;,,;:;,:;:, ;;;a,;;gu;;;,,;:;,;;;ha;;:, ;;;th1;;-, -:.,;:,;;;Id~;,;-, ""'·c;· ,c~~:.~y;;i{t,:;;;n;g· h;:,~ .. ::-0 ;:bc:--;C:;:CT;:;,;-;,c;;,:m.:--'!::'.,m:':,'l, T~w;;'o: :◊1:1d':..:~~ .. a~d"~~~~L·i~ss 
least lkmon~lratc tha1 Justice would pulsory competitive tendered) he· other incursions have been fought 10 
he s.:en to bcdonl' and would reveal a cause (so we were told) this would protect democracy. and 1huusands 
comm ilmenl lo accountability and hring more efficiencies and be have died trying to stop totalitarian 
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they have Ileen ~ociferm.1s in trum- incorrect to ask whether thi s is really m1d -90s, those high moral ideals for 
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evade the call lo make available the missioner rule. govern ment. and benelits to the rco-
rcsults of the wriucn suhmissions. The commis.sioners. under instruc- pie. Is democracy dead" 
hut Mr Rochford even sa,d 1hat many lions from Spring St, are alkgcdly Perhaps the commiss,oners might 
p,,:oplc had suggested lo h,m that consulting with the commun ,t y, as tu a<.ttpl this challenge to come out into 

~//:J~:.'h1k only required five coun- th:~e~:~oi,i~-~f{ l~~~c~~~'.i~1~se :~~ o~l7u1:::ii:u1~~ a!lf i;i~~~~;~ 
01" course. there i~ a pla1-c for Nillumhik commissioners y;n! cuch which hopefully will reveal the ex-

anecdotal ev idence li~e this. ye t its elector an oplion paper which oul• 1raordinary efficiencies they have 
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mi~sioncrs to mah· ;1vailahk the re- nity h> pan icipalt in three workshops option for the fonhrnming tll'<:t1ons 
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suhrnissions /in lhc three meeting.~ cus,;ed and dch,Jted Sigm11nd Jorgen~en, 
the rc\ultsofwhich were rL'l:0rdcd on Th~ results of these delibcra11on~. MMontsaf•at". 
tape) is a di rect contradicuon to the we were told. would be used bv the Hillcrcs! .\v~. 
qucs1 for «crnunwbilil~ which is such commissioners ~s the base for their Eltham. 

Eltham Dis trict ~listotica l Socie ty (e lt hamhistory .org .au 



'THERE WAS NO CONFLICT OF INTEREST' 

• NIU-.lulc Bltl,­
CIHet C~ 

DO# COltOELL 

Si r, 
I write with reference to the Letter to 1hc Editor head­

ed "Going well "which appeared in 1hc July 30 edi­
tion of your newspaper. 

In that len_cr. it was suggested ~hat I ma:,: have faced 
a conflic1 of m1ercst when Council was dchberaring on 
tenders of the purcha.'<c of the site of the_former Shire 
of Eltham offa;cs. In fact, no conflict ofmrercst cx•S1· 
, d. 

The following facts ,hou ld be noted: 
• The successful tender was Dallas P~icc Homes Ply 
Ltd. not the Shell Co of Australia Lid ("Shell"). 
• I was aware 1ha1 the succc...sful tenderer proposed re­
developing 1he sjtc, and makini,; provision for a service 
stalion. 

I t there fore occurred 10 me th:i.t one of !.he four m;:jor 
Australian 011 companies may have been involve!! in 
the proposal. Enquiries were made of the succe11.,;ful 
tenderer, ,md the ~uccessful tenderer indicated that ne• 
gotia1ions would be proceeding with al! four ~nmp!l· 
:'I !("' ,;;hr'.l \\;'\,;. •'•,-~~f"r<:_ , .. i!v on" <- f11, r fo,:r n,mn.!· 

....... -...-.. ... ..., , __ ...... ) 

nies which may have become involved m the operation 
of the service station. 

! reti~d from Shell's employmcn1 abou1 seven years 
ago, and rcceive_rc1iremeii1 income from Shell. 

I caused enquiries 10 be made of the Office of Local 
Government, which advised that no "pecuniary mter­
cst•· existed . This was because Shell was not involved 

:~~~~:;~~C:o~:~:~~t~~~?ti:~;~J;~~~~~~:~s:e:: 
ccssful), and because it was enurc!y spcculauve wheth­
er She!! would ever have a presence on the site. 
• The successful 1cnderer has now a-J-,,1scd that negou­
ations are complete, and Shell will operate the service 
station on the site 

This bring so, if any 1s~~c concerning the service 
station comes before Council , ! wi!I, of course. be de­
claring a pecuniary inte~.~t. 

I trustthisdispels1hcsuggcs•.ion thatany con!lictof 
in1cre_,;t may have e,r,istcd 

~-•Pon Cordell, Chairmu1 of Comminioncrs. 
~'1ir"° o(Nmumbik, (";~••,: Dr, Cr"'~",t-orou,!\. 



Labor joins 
battle to 
save offices 
rttt:Opposilionspokesmanonlocal 
government, Pat Poll'er. has joined 
the Elthllm Gateway Action Commit­
tee's fight to sue the former Eltham 
Shireofficesfromd.-molition. 

:\Ir Power met protesters outside 
the partly demolished building last 
Thursday. 

flu: asbestos-riddled building is 
being cleared to make 11-·a} for a 
24-hour ~nice station/convenience 
store,videoshopandHungr}'Jack's 
outlet. 

Claims by protesters that the 
demolition was unauthorised, and 
thcreforeillegal,havebeendenicdby 
NillumbikCouncil. 

l\lr Power said it was outrageous 
thatthccommissioners11-creactingin 
11hathad beenreportedtohimasan 
"illegal manner". 

"\\'e(theOpposition)willdowhat 
>1ecantoputahalttothis>1·orkuntil 
it is pro,·cd that the commissioners 
ha,eac!cdlegally;"hesaid. 

J\·lr Power said if the communil} 
did notshowsuppor1for1heproject, 
it should be abandoned. 

[ltham Gate,.a) Action Commit­
lee member Mark Burns said there 
had be-t-n no communil) announce­
menl, consullalion, council submis­
sionorcouncilresnlulionby!hecom­
missionersauthorisinglhecouncilto 
demolishtheasset.••Yctthecommis­
sionersandtheCE:Oha,·econtracted 
1<ithDallasPriceHomestodoexact­
lythat,"hesaid. 

"We believe the decision of the 
commissioners and CEO in arrang­
ing for lhc dcmolition of this major 
publicassetarenotinthecommuni­
l)'sbestinterests,donotprotectthe I 
,alueofthesepublkassets,ha,·enot 
be-t-npublklyconsideredandarenot 
legall)'authO£ised." 

Nillumbik'schiefexecutiveofficer, 
Barry Rochford, said the protesters 
asserlions,.·ereincorrect. 

••Weha•eaclcdwithproprietyand 
within the bounds of the council's 
authorityinthepropermanagement 
ofthecouncil'sassets,"hesaid. 

••Jf,.ehareac1edillegall),whereis 
the proof?"' - FIONA KAEGI 



Council compromise 
on child care subsidy 
by JODIE GUEST 

I JU. Diamond Creek Oc:c.isional Child Care Centre has 
won a partial vkcory in its hallle to avoid having its 
l'OUJll"il ,um.1dy l"U\ hy 54 per n:nt. 

But the Nillumhik Council suhsidy tu the centre has 
,till heen ml hy ahout JS per cent and the financial 
arrangem1;:nts li.1r lhe 1997/98 financial year remain 
undcar. At its last meeting the council approved a 
S60.000 suhsidy for the centre for this financial year. 
with future lunding )'el to he determined. 

I he rnuncil also approved changes to fees. operating 
hours and a redut·tion in staffing hours. 

I he cen1re·s administration olficer, Chris Bates. said 
last ""l~k the reduced funding level appeared to he 
"workable'· 

She 'i.lid J 54 percent funding cut would have resuhed 
in signilicantly increased fees and reduced services at the 
centre. The centre. founded in 1978 by the now-defunct 
Shire of Diamond Valley. had previously received a 
council subsidy ofS80.000 each year. 

According to the council. the subsidy equated lo $3.24 
per child per hour. while the centre maintained it 
rrceived only 52.95 for each child per hour. 

Citing ""equity and fairness for childcare centres in the 
municipality ... the council wanted to reduce its annual 
suhsidy to about 536.900. or S I.SO per child per hour. 

Other C(;ntres in the shire offering occasional care. 
although not as m1ny hours as the Diamond _Creek 
service. receive suhs1dics ofS 1.08 and S 1.52 per child per 

hour. The council said the new $60.000 subsidy was 
equal to 51.66 per child per hour. 

rhe subsidy will he implemented in two stages. The 
centre will be funded at its current level for this term 
(520,()()()J and will receive 540.000 for the ne~t three 
terms (term four this year and terms one and two ne~t 
year). Ms Bates said the centre"s hoard of management 
was pleased to come to a ""fairly amicahle .. compromise 
with thecounCit 

""lt"s more user pays;• she said. 
..The council is paying less and the community. 

more ... 
She said the subsidy would sec a ••minor staff restruc­

ture .. with a reduction of up to three hours a day. 
The fee structure will al,;ochange, with a Hat hourly fee 

to be introduced from the beginning of term four 
{October 7). 1-'ees were previously charged on a sliding 
scale. The new fees will be 54 an hour for one child and 
56 an hour for two children. 

The centre will also increase operating hours by an 
hour-and-a-half each day. 

In a press release. the council's chiefcxecuti~e officer. 
Barry Rochford. said the $60,000 annual subsidy equat­
ed 10 S 1.66 per hour per child 

Mr Rochford said the funding arrangement was a 
··satisfactory outcome following neJotiations that began 
more than 12 months ago"". The Diamond Creek centre 
has 200 members and is used by up to 40 children each 

~ff{;!~~~-,e~: ~h~d~':1nd~n:t~8u~\i~rx ~~::!~~a~'. 

Chamber supports plans 
by FIONA KAEGI :'i~~t t~; :i~~a~~n'-:ai~ii~~ 
Tiff Fltham Chamhcr of mcnt 
Commerce has given ButElthamChamberof 
··qualiticd support"" to the Commerce president 
development planned for Norm Williams said. if the 
the former Chham Shire development were treated 
ollice site. sensitively. the chamber 

lhe ashcstos-riddled would support it 
former Eltham Shire of-. ··1f it was a normal 
lices will he demolished. Hungry Jack"s or a normal 

!he site will make way convenience s tore we 
for a 24-hour service would be horrified. be· 
station/convenience store. cause it is a prime site 
Hungry Jack"s and video right at the start of the 
shop town:· he said. 

rhe plans have sparked ··So it has to be treated 
angry protests _from sympathetically."" 
N1llumhik Shire residents Mr Williams said he 
v.ho hehe,e the de,elop- didn"t think the residents 

should stop fighting for 
what they wanted. but be­
lieved they should try to 
resolve their differences 
with the developer rather 
than by taking the matter 
to the Administra11ve Ap­
peals Tribunal. 

He said that if the mat• 
ter went to the AAT the 
residents might lose the 
case and have no control 
whatever over what hap­
pened to the site. 

He said companies such 
asShellandHu.ngryJack"s 
could bend their rules. 

""I think the community 
has a real responsibility to 
make its ~iews known ... 

Mr Williams said the 
Chamber of Commerce 
had pushed for a TAFE 
campus to be established 
on the site. but those plans 
had fallen through 

He said the convenience 
store would affect local 
milk bars. but most other 
traders would prder it to a 
number of small shops. 

··That would fragment 
the town even more;· he 
said. "But this has to be 
sympathetic to the Ehham 
environment.•· 

Mr Williams said the 
development would free 
funds for capital works in 
Main Rd. Eltham. 
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Chamber supports plans 
by FIONA KAEGI 

THF F, ltham Chamhcr or 
Com m erce has given 
"quali lh:d supr,ort"" to the 
de,elopmen! planned for 
lht' former Eltham Shire 
ollkt;'Sile 

mcm is nm compatible 
with the Eltham environ­
ment 

But Ehham Chambr-rof 
Commerce president 
NormWill iamssaid. iflhe 
development were treated 
~ns11ivcly. 1hc chamber 
would support it I h<:' ash\'Stos-riddled 

form<:"r Lltham Shire ot: 
lict>s "'ill Ile demolished 

·• tf it was a normal 

~:nn!?~~!~~-! o;:o~~r':~~ l hcsitcwill mah way 
for a 14-hour Stnin~ 
~lation/con,cnicnc,: swre. 
Hungry Jae!.. 's ;.rnd video 
sho1l 

"'Ould he horri fied. be­
cau se I\ 1s a pnmc sue 
righ1:i11hes1ar1of1he 
to"n." he said 

I he plans have ~parl-.W 
angn protests from 
Nillun1hit.. Shire residents 
1<ho llelic1e the dc,elop-

·soithastobctrcatcd 
s~mpathetkally.·· 

Mr Williams ~1d he 
didn't thml the residents 

•/1s"f<11,, 
Addingo 
the price 
~ WAS reading the July 17 
issue of Dwm,md I 'a//,•r 
Ne,..s,,:henlcamcacrossan 
article about the latest van­
dalismincidentat the Eltham 
library. lt reported that this 
time 26 windows were 
smashed. causing SSOOO in 
damage 

Then J found out that the 
council was going ahead with 
plans to allow a fast-food out­
let. a video store, and a 
24-hourservicestationonthe 
site of the old Eltham Shire 
Offices. 

Wasn'tcvenathoughtgiv­
cn that this will attract more 
people to that area at late 
hours of the night and early 
morning when more damage 
could be caused? 

I believe that Eltham has 
enough fast-food outlets with 
their re lated rubbish prob­
lems in our street. We moved 
to this area to escape those 
problems'. We already have 
enough video stores and ser­
vice station/convenience 
stores in Main St at both ends 
o fEltham 

1t was pleasing to sec the 
recentclosurcofthe lastser­
v icc station in the centre of 
Eltham opposite the railway 
station. The last . thi~g we 
need Is to replace 11 w11h an­
other eyesore! 

With th t' ever-increasing 
cost of vandalism toourcom­
munity. Nillumbik Shire 
should be doing all it can to 
ensure that i t is not creating 
cnvironmcntsthatwil!addto 
thepriccalrcadybeingpaid 
by ratepayers. 

Kell)' Fitzpatrick (aged 13). 
Narrawa Close, Ellham. 

Area being 
torn apart 
IT HAS taken a while to 
emerge from the Nillumb1k 
Shire-induced state of shock 
sufficientl y to put pen 10 pa­
per. To sa~ I am outraged. 

=~l~ts~i'; aa~treb~~t~e:l~ 
heartbroken ismorethanun• 
dcrstatemcnt.1:'hearea l lovc 
and adore is be1~g torn apart. 
surelyandstcad1lyandfnght• 
eninglyfast 

Whatoactlyare_thecom• 
missioners and ch1c.f execu­
ti ve officer of N1Jlumb1~ 

lt~i~:':;.'~!~~site~~if~;~ 
with five wards and five 
councillors must be regarded 
as diametrically opposcd _to 
overwhclmin_g comml!nity 
wishes for nine COl!nc1llors 
andthrccwards-:--th1sscems 
almost like chi ldish no~­
thumbing at the commumty. 
The wards split our rural 
townships in the worst posst• 
blc way of any ~ptIon .- we 
must not let this be imple-

. e~ftof Pretty Hill open 

;aral~a;tHurstbridge depat. 
■ various 1nappropnatc 
subdivisions allowed 

through. by commissioners 

~:a~f1~~~ 0~ote~r;t;Jg~
0~f 

local prccedcntandpracuce 
■ Pathetic maintenance to 
our rural bitumen roads, 
morc dangcrousnowthanbe· 
fore work w~sdonc. 
■ Zilch maintenance to our 
rural unmade roads-unless 

!~\r~"!/tlidatdi~~~:~::;,e a~ 
youawarcthere isNObu.dgct 
allocation for regular mainte­
nance of unmade roads by 
our commiss1o~ers? T~ey 
havc"solvcd·· 1h1sby s_tahng 
all unmad~ roads will be 

~ndd~T:t~~ b:vr~i~an~s. -;;-f 
course.) 

ElthamDistriciHistork:alSoeiely(elthamhistory.org.au) 

shou ld ~top fighting for 
what they wanted, but be­
lieved they should try to 
resolve their differences 
wi th the developer ra!her 
than by tak!n~ the_mattcr 
tothcAd m1111s1rat1vcAp­
pea lsTribunal 

He said that if the mat­
ter went to the AAT the 
residents might lose the 
case and have no control 
whatever over v.hat hap­
pened to the site. 

He said companies such 
asShellandHungry Jacli.'s 
could bend then rules. 

'' lthinlthc community 
has a real responsibility to 
makcitsvicws known" 

Mr W1ll1ams said the 
Chamber of Commcrtt 
had pushed for a TAFE 
campus to be established 
ont~site.buttho~plans 
had fallen through. 

Hesa idthtconvenicncc 
stort would affect loclll 
milkbars.but mostother 
traders would p1eferittoa 
number of small shops 

.. That v.ould frngmcm 
the town even more:· he 
said _··0u1thishastobc 
sympathet1clotheEhham 
environment .. 

Mr Williams ,;aid the 
development would free 
funds forcapit:.I worl;sin 
Main Rd. Ertham 

■ Widemngand st~ightcn­
ing of the w,~dy Mile - we 
must stop this before work 
begins also. This is the en­
trance to the rural area. the 
"cork in the neck of the bot­
tle··. The planned and bud­
geted works will simply open 
the development fl oodgates. 
(Nicestraightroad?Ooh.lct's 
build more little houses 
round it!) 

LETTERS 
LetterstotheEdi!ormus1be 
sigll8dandsuppliedwitha 
full name, address and a 
coolact phone number tor 
validatioopurposes. 
Prelerenceisgiventolegible 
lenersolnomorethan300 
words.We reserve the right 
toeditleners. 

:1:1\t r::=~prit~ct:\~se 
rural and many township ar­
eas which allow M ORE rub­
bish to be put out ra ther than 
achieving waste reduction. 
■ And the final slap in the 
face? To sell the old Ehham 
Shire Officcs.atthe cntrancc 
to Eltham township commer­
cial area. which I thought was 
planned for cnhancCmt'nt. to 
thcbuyermostcxtremely un­
suitableofal l -24-hourtraf­
fic for convenience and fast 
food. The comm i ssioners 
must be doubled up with 
laughter. at this c~ort 10 foist 
totally mappropnate devel­
opmenl on Nillumbik 

I sometimes dream that I 
will wake from this night· 
mare and find i t 's not true 
WHYisthisstraighten.con­
crete. subdivide and develop 
program being implt'men1cd 
in the shi re created 10 be a 
green j ewel? It doesn't make 
any sense.does it? 

Jenni Sund)\ 
St Andre11-s. 



Democracy is some­
thing we have almost tak­
en for granted up-to-now. 
Suddenly faced with the 
fra!!;ility of democracy, our 
voting at local Cou~cil, 
StateandFedcralclect1ons 
becomes a most serious 
responsibility if wear~ to 
stop this galloping erosion 
of democratic rights. 

• Lois Loftus-Hills, 
Secretary, JagaJaga 

Branch ,Aust. Democrats, 
2 Symes St, 

Lower Plenty 

LARGE RANGE OF 
GOURMET PRODUCTS 
PREPARED FOR YOU! 
Fresh fish delivered daily! 
• Mexican Salvardi 

We need ABC 
Sir, 

Thccontinuationofthe 
ABC as an ,independent 
broadcastcr1sanabsolutc 
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"Welcomes You ... " 
35 coin-operated machin~!: 

with new games coming f!oon 

<,Al\lING IWOI\I NO\\ OPEN 10AM 
l\.lON rm ANH 10 30,\M Si\f & SlJN 

Yes we can cater for all Functions 
• $6 Meal Deal Tues. to Sun. in our Bistro 
• luckyColoredDayeveryMonday 
• llappy Hour5pm-6pm every Friday with C~vcKWays 
• SaturdayNightDinnerDance 
• Sunday Night A "la Carte in our Dining: Room with Uve 
band to Dance to (Plus «her great prizes) 

:-)jl 

• Balli Curries 
• Florentine Pork Balls 
• Lamb and Ciclom Curry Puffs 
• Stir fries 
• Garlic Beel and Cashews 

llff' STEPHEN'S MEATS I 

• Chicken - Honey 
• Filos 
• Satay Beel 
• Thai Vegetarian 
• Plum Lamb ..,,, 

SHOP S, BOLTON ST, ElTHAM 
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Leader Reader Competition 

Win one of these fantastic prizes at this 
year's Commonwealth Bank Home Show! 
It's ;;:h' ;/%';'~;:~:~~lu~s ::~;iJ:,mc:::~;trth1i~~ ~~i:::~1::~' 

You could win yourself .. 

' , First Prize 

l(."Ir~I:~ Design and installation of the kitchen of your choice from 
~~ Kitchen Interiors, includi~ oven, cooktoc, ran~ehood and a 
,r t:ndwt~_a1~~rv~~/fio/41M~ BY KIT HEN NTERIORS-

..4.. 
LEADER 
N~!:f!rs 

• I o 

Your choke of furniture from La Vella Fine Furniture. 
OONA TED BY LA VELLA FURNHURE -Stand No. 130A 
Value; $8000. 

• Daily Prizes 

~~~~:n aZ,:rrn~:ic:;;0~0llde~~i~ ... fJa~d!nt1il1~::~, 0ri~1{;},t~: 
Hi!ton on the Park, 3 course dinner and full breakfast for two 
One prize awarded each day, drawn from entry barrel. 
DONATED BY HOLIDAY CONCEPTS Stand No. 41. Daily 
Value; $500. Tota! Value: $4500. --• HOME 

SH~W 
(fARDE~V'exi>o 

iii. 
LEADER 
N~~rs 

~=i~;~:v-~ta:t~0 ~x;t~~;1~rt,~;:p~sA~;,~t:~~~~~ci;;,;7~;e~!:~~ 1 
Clarendon Street, South bank. Tick the box below that best suits your current situation I 
D I am renting D I am renovating D I own my home DI am bul!ding I 

L~~i.~~i~~~li~I 
SOLD! 

Sell it fast with 
C&sifieds 

RUN IT- till you -SELL IT 
It's the quickest, easiest and most effective way to sell 
your car, caravan, trailer or motorcycle! And from as 

little as $24, your local Community Classifieds will run 
your 'for sale' ad until the vehicle is well and truly sold. 

So get a jump start on it now. Call Leader Community 
Classifieds and see what high-performance 

advertising is all about! 

Call 9875 8000 ... Now! 

CIMsifieds 
12 DIAMOND "iA'lbl.fiM tllS\M9 Pli.tgo5tll11SO&i'e6,, {elthamh istory.org .au) 

Roll up for 
the show 
FOR a fun-filled. entertaining eve­
ning. be at the Nillumbik Shire Of­
fices at 6.30 on Wednesday, August 
14. Listen to hard-working, commu­
nity-minded individuals who care 
about their shire and its future as 
they attempt to influence {it's never 
been done before) our commission­
ers on the proposed electoral ar­
rangements 

See Mark Burns from the Demo­
cratic Nillumbik Association, see 
Kahn Franke from the Green Wedge 
Protection Group, see Robert Mar­
shall. ex-councillor of Eltham, see 
Jeph Neal from Christmas Hills, see 
Sigmund Jorgensen from Eltham 
an~ many other luminaries strut 
their stuff. Come one. Come all. 

Be thrilled by consultation 
Nillumbik style, marvel as the open­
minded commissioners hang on ev­
ery word of the animated speakers, 
hear the "diversity of views from 
across the spectrum" (Barry 
Rochford, Diamond Valley News. 
July 23) - truly a spectacle not to be 
missed 

A very special invitation is 
forwarded to all those who support 
five councillors. live ridings (oops, 
wards), shire office demolition. sell­
ing off shire assets for a song, CCT 
(compulsory competitive tender­
ing). the commissioners. huge 
wheelie bins. the chief executive offi­
cer. and a video store on every 
comer. Those who don't support 
one or all of the above are also most 
welcome. Be there or be square. 

Witness the breathtaking sight of 
community consultation, stand in 
awe as our commissioners canvas 
views. be ama.:ed by their non-inter­
action. Don't let apathy, a feeling of 
futility or powerlessness stop you. 
• Don't miss this night of nights: 
come and see our leaders. those 
lu,.,ky individuals-born to rule, 

On a more serious note, the Green 
Wedge Protection Group would 
very much like to see every commu­
nity member at the council meeting 
on August 14. 

Hope to see you there. 
Kahn Franke, 

Kangaroo Ground.St Andrews Rd, 
Smiths Gully. 

Thanks for 
turn-out 
1 WISH through your paper 10 thank 
the people of Eltham and district 
who turned out in force at 
Montsalvat on Sunday, August 4, to 
protest at the destruction of the 
Eltham Gateway. 

For those who did not sign the 

attendance sheets. or phoned with 
apologies or encouragement, ~lease 
cal! 9439 2436 and leave details so 
that we can keep you informed as lo 
what is happening. 

Far from being part of a small 
group of whingers. r accepted change 
and got involved, attending the 2020 
seminars, getting the response docu­
ment from the commissioners on 
this, putting in a submission on the 
electoral proposals, attending the 
presentation of plans for the town 
centre - doing all I could to he a 
part of the new shire. 

For the last year. I have wasted my 
time because I believe I have been 
deceived into thinking my opinions 
on our future were worthwhile. The 
plans for the town centre show a 
building of landmark quality to OC· 
cupy the site of the old shire offices. 
Don't tell me I'm living in the past 
when I was so proud to be a part of 
our future. 

If you want to know what the 
people of this distrid want. look at 
the 2020 document - no one sug­
gested a development of the type 
proposed at the site of the old shire 
offices. 

I received correspondence on Au­
gust 6 from chief executive officer 
Barry Rochford and I noted the 
name of the file under which it 
seems we ratepayers are saved: 
g:es;karen:ferals. What hope is there 
now of a democratically elected 
council working with a CEO who. if 

~;~e~J~df;r rr,~~s!hi!h~o;,:~ su~i~ 
wages and expect his support to 
protect our interests? 

Well, Mr Rochford, ferals are in­
troduced species - l know who I 
think the ferals are. You appear to 
me to be trying to rip the guts out of 
Eltham but its heart and spirit are in 
a safe place out of your reach. 

Margaret Jennings, 
On behalf of the Eltham 

Gate .. ay Action Committee, 
Stanley Ave, E:ltham. 

Way past 
time 
THE chief executive officer and 
commissioners of Nillumbik are to 
be roundly condemned for the sale 
and early demolition of the previous 
Eltham Shire offices building to 
make way for a Shell service station 
and associated stores. 

Just how long has this been on the 
drawing board prior to any sale doc-

~:~~:f vi:t"Jc~~~f~~~;Jhofo~2i~t 
be reported as saying the project will 
be completed before the end of the 
year, when it is August already and 
no permits have even been issued, is 
justama1fog. 

Much has already been said re­
garding the inappropriateness ofthc 

proposed site use. Obviously, you 
cannot expect that pleasant part of 
Eltham's entf}' to have loud signage 
under any ctrcumstances whatso­
ever. Does Shell really want a service 
station that people have to find with­
out any screaming signage? T think 
not. There is simply no way that 
residents will allow this to go ahead 
- matters of signagc and traffic 
alone raise problems which have no 
solution in this sensitive area. 

If residents are to succeed in stop­
ping just one o_fthe thii:igs i]TII?Qsed 
by our dictatona! counctl, this 1s the 
one. It's way past "enough" time -
Ni!lumbikians have badly cut feet 
from stepping on all the china frag­
ments left by the bull. 

Jenni Bundy, 
Buttermans Track, . 

St Andrews. 

Angry at the 
vandalism 
THE Eltham community is alive 
and fighting fit. The powers that be 
over at Nillumbik Shire offices arc 
telling this community that it is dead 
and finished,. 

If only the commissioners and the 
chief exerntive officer had been able 
to attend the public meeting at 
Montsalvat on August 4. Four hun­
dred local people braved the rain 
and hail and made their way to 
Montsalvat because they arc angry 
at the vandalism of our former Shire 
of Eltham offices. 

They are an~ on many levels. 
The former shire offices belong to 
this community. We built them and 
paid for them. Those offices are a 
symbol of a democratic process. 
They represented decisions made for 
and by this community. We don't 
want to see a crass development of 
American culture built on our land 
- a Hungry Jack's, a video store, a 
ft~t:e~! station and convenience 

This is the entrance to Eltham; as 
the planning scheme now states. a 
special piece of land that should 
have a building oflandmark quality. 

No matter how attractive the de­
veloper promises to make the petrol 
station, it is not the appropriate use 
for that piece of land. 

The new libr_ary is a building of 
landmark quality. This should be 
setting the example. The library is a 
~nique and individual bu_ilding. It is 
hke the Eltham community. 

We don't want to live in a clone of 
another city. Eltham is Eltham be· 
cause of the people who !ive here 
now, and have shaped it in the past· 
people such as Alistair Knox. who 
helped put Eltham on the interna­
tional map for his renewed interest 
in mud brick architecture; Dorian 
Le Gallion, the music composer; 
Tim Burstall. the film-maker; and 

Em Jensen & ons 
Providing caring, professional funeral 
service to our community for 70 years 
* Service anywhere at all hours * Prepaid funerals 
* Competitive prices * Information booklets available 
* A family owned Australian company * AFOA member 

Preston 9480 1477 
Corner Bruce & ~ Streets 

WINTER CLEARANCE - WHOLESALER TO PUBLIC SALE 
ACRES OF PLANTS 

,erosoo/o..!~~ 
ALL INCLUSIVE NURSERIES •• 

S&C WARD :} 
3ll Homestead Road Wonga Park (Mel 24 K11) t 

9722 1422 ' 
OPEN 8.00 TO 4.30 MON TO FRI; 8.30 TO 3.30 SAT 

(MIN PURCHASE $50) 

lEADER COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS 9875 8000 



FREE TRIAL CLASS 

Jd.~ 
~.:.~l2BrisbancSt 

OLYMPIC GYMNASTICS 
Beginner to Advanced Gymnasts (2-15y!!;) 

Quality Gymnastic Instruction (max 8 per class) 
Home of the 1995 Australian Champion (Liz Wong) 

Full set up Gym. Fun & Friendly Environment 

PHONE 9439 6571 FOR MORE DETAILS 

JETS - JUST FOR FUN!! 

COMPUTERS 
Purpose Built Systems - Upgrades & Repairs 

On site Service Available 

ODYSSEY P5-100 
Intel Pentium 100MHz Multimedia System 

- SOYO Intel VX 256k PLB Mainboard ·'..; ' 
- genuine Intel Pentium CPU ···lB 
- 8Mb RAM (2x4Mb 60ns SIMM's) .. : • 
- ADI 4V 15" N.I. L.A. MPRII Monitor .... ,...,_, •• '0$,i, 

- S3 1 Mb PC! Graphic Accelerator Card 
- BTC 104 Windows 95 Keyboard 
• PRIMAX 3 Button Mouse ~~ 
: ~:;:~o3n~c6~~(~i~c~~DROM ~ 
- Quick Shot QS-120 Amplified Speakers 
- Windows '95 CD 
- Windows '95 Tutorial Cd 
- 2 Year manufacturers Warranty (RTB) 

INTERNET CONNECTIONS 
5 Hours per Day @ $50 per montll excess@ $2/hour 

20 hciurs ;ier month @ $25 per month excess@ $3/hour 
Casual $4 per hour plus $10 setup fee 

ON SITE SERVICES AVAILABLE 
Tel. 9888 7299 Fax. 9888 7750 

lB---
For the independent "50 & over" traveller 

VACANCIES AVAILABLE ON: 
BA TEMANS BAY 7 d,y, Sept 5 $550 

''MURRAY PRINCESS" SdaysSept 14 $1175 

"SHIPWRECK COAST TO ROBE" -
5 days Sept 23 $495 

Local home pick up and travel insurance 

included 

TASMANIA:~:·•· 
$1505 

October to March 
COLOUR BROCHURE AVAILABLE NOW 

FREESPRING NEWSIEilER 
Phone now 

YOUNG AT HEART HOLIDAYS 
Phone 9894 1811 

r~,11"~~ 
G'RUBS <t,-
9432 3SBB 

TA L. 30045 

NOW OPEN 
4S WERE STREET 

• CHILDREN'S CLOTHING 
AND ACCESSORIES 

from New Born to 12 yrs 
You've got to see the great 
range of children"s clothing 

lrl!•@3•1®l•Hll7·Si~ 
Come and see Symone and Sheila.· 

'Enough is enough' states John Cohen 
Sir, 

The "New Eltham Gate-

~~:;; N~ill~~~~e~~:nlti~ 
Media Release strikes an­
other blow at the very 
heart - and soul - of 
Eltham. 

To erect another petrol-
24 hour convenience store 
e.tc., ri~ht next to our beau­
tiful library, Shillinglaw 
Cottage and Knox Park is 
a quite insensitive attempt 
to_ destory the very image 
of E!tham, and turn our 
township into just another 

bu~~r;s i~tr?a.r removed 
from the El1ham Gateway 
concept which has had 
overwhelming support 
from our community. 

No wonder that hun­
dreds of people recently 
turned up a recent public 

~:e~~fn~i~:i~~s~r:~a~~~~ 
posal. 

Thi~ is not just another 
McDonalds project, estab­
lished in the industrial part 
of Eltham; this is .right in 
the heart of the township. 
and adjacent to some of 
ou~ major community fa­
cilities. 

Besides, une might wel I 
ask: ?o we another petrol 
s tat1on-con ven i en cc 
store? Apart from all envi­
ronmental and aesthetic 
considerations, what im-ract is such a project Ii ke­
y Lo have on many of the 

small businesses nearby? 
How can the Eltham 

Chamber of Commerce be 
so insensitive to their 
needs? ls this lhc vision of 
our Eltham ratepayers and 
residents; is this the direc-

~~~cfocp::~\ t~r~:~r~~= 
nicipality? 

The proposed develop­
ment would set a most dis­
astrous precedent - it 

rri~l~c~\~lcn 3'1ather 

• JOHN COHEN, 
former Effham Sh,re 
President, Councillor 

One of the most disturh­
ing aspects of this pro­
posed project has been the 
total lack of community 
consultation - suddenly 
the demulitioners were un 
the job, with their security 
guards, before anyone had 
a chance of voicmg com­
munity opposition. 

One wonders whether, 
having spent huge sums un 
redu_nda~cy payments Lo 
§et_ nd ol 90 per cent of the 

11~
1:e~illi~~f: !~a:in\~: 

trators now find them­
selves so strapped for 
funds as to be forced to 
sell off our community as­
sets for well below their 
trne value. 

We arc .now witnessing 
the demolition of our erst­
while Shire Offices, and 
there is now not much we 
can do abom it. 

However, we can pro­
tect this site from a quite 
unsuitahle and unwanted 
project. and we must exert 
all our efforts to prevent 
Lhe present proposal from 
going forward. 

We must demand from 
our Commissioners to 
refuse a permit for the pro­
posed petrol station, etc., 
and to allow our commu­
nity enough time to con-

PANTON Hill, the centre of the universe and place of 
my childhood, is In celebratory mood for the next few 
weeks. Seldom do so many birthdays coincide, and 
for that we can marvel at the creative s~irit of the res­
idents towards the end of the gold digging days in the 

lasg:~~~tierboard Primary School is celebrating 125 
years, with a concert on August 29 and an Open Afternoon 
on August 31. The buildings and teaching prOQrams have 

6~rn~~es~~~1 ~~i~T n~~ v~7~~ ~~~0,1i:~~r; 6~~~~~~~ 
spirit. The old bell still stands, and the pine trees are gone. 

The l1ttl~ wea.therboard Anglican church is 190 in Sep­
tember. It 1s typical of the proud township architecture of 
rural Australia of the day, with its steep iron roof, porch and 

:~;~h:1i~~hi11~1che~Jn~~;~Jfti1~~!n:n °1:r~:: 
came a house and the Methodist Church was converted 
to a house where ii stood. Celebrations will include a bar-

~=~: i~i~t~~~'e~~7 t~~~ ti~mi~htJjih~~c!fC;u16hnoe~ 
September 29. 

And at least 100 Y.ears ago, or longer, for no-one is quite 

~~i's 1~=i~~~t ~11~~~~ki~!f 1~~ad~t~~r~:dtii1Tt~:.e;rj~ 
picks and shovels, and.chased the balls down the sloping 

~~:~r;swt~i(d ~!~!r~l!~ 1hu~~;i~7pJ~1~~0~i~~ai~~ 
field an international team, iut just that it has • last sum­
mer a young team toured New Ze<!,land, and soon a veter­
ans te_am will play in England. With 100 years behind ii, 
the Cricket Club boasts numerous teams, of all ages, and 
proV1des a strong community togetherness. Many prem-

ierfnf ~a~~~7'i~~ ~iJi!~0~.iinton Hill that our lqt:al gov-
ernment planning, en~1neering and social strategies must 
6ffh~n~~~n~ m~ti~ctOu~~r~~~ t~~~h~~s are a crucial part 

The Advertiier, 
30 Glen Gully Rd, 

Ehham North 309!, 
fa)(: (03) 9431 0185 

life of our people. 
No more wilful destruc­

tion, no more - enough is 
enough! 

- John Cohen, 
65 Luck St, Eltham 

CLEELAND HITS AT 
BAILEY OFFICE SPEND 

Sir, 
Tonight (Aug. 20) the 

federal Member for McE­
wen, Fran Bailey, will be 
in C_anberra loudly sup-

~~r~iWo~b:~~~•: ;;t:~,~ 
the ne~t two years the Fed­
eral Division of McEwen 
will lose $67 million in 
Commonwealth expendi­
ture 

Medicare and CES of­
fices will he lost and the 
mml disadvantaged slide 
further down the social 
side. 

Of course, Fran Bailey 
campaigned as a champi­
on of the unemployed, es­
pecially the you~g. Who 
will forget her claims of 27 
per cent youth unempl~y­
ment? Liberal crocodile 
tears were shed in abun­
dance ahout the shocking 
level of youth unemploy-

mcnt. 
Remember the solution; 

let small husiness be un­
shackled from the con­
straints impo~ed by the 
Keating government and 
jobs ~alorc w':,uld be cre­
ated. l'he reality is differ­
ent. Industry programs de­
signed to assist business 
arc being abolished. 

IMS@m 
'Ferals' flack 

Sir, 
After the disclosure 

that people such as my­
self are filed under 'Fe· 

P~1s~1~~k NR1~~:t~~~s 
attempted to _explain it 
away with his totally 
weak 'Former Eltham 
Residents Advising Let· 
ter Sent' (Diamond Valley 
News, Aug. 14) 

Oh, Ron! Poor Ron! 
The signs of battle·wea· 
riness are showing! Last 
week he pushed before 
me the unfortunate kid· 
die who is supposed to 
have invented the file· 
name, and made her 'con 
fess'. 

But as I told them. Bar -
ry Rochford has been re­
ferring to us as 'Ferals' 
long before _the kid~ie, or 
even Ron himself, Joined 
the Shire! 

What about running a 
'Fill Out The Acronym' 
contest? My entry is: 
"Flack Evokes Resident 
Amusement, Laughs and 
Snickers". 

- Jock McFeral Kyme, 
72 Cherrytree Rd, 

... !~~ 
'""'= -~~ .. ":::.-, 

Now the truth is appar­
ent, the young are being 

;~!i~~i~c~~~~a/~~: ~ui\~ 
ensure the clever country 
will hecomc a dream. The 

• Turn To Page 7 

Open 7 Days 9am-8pm 

Shop 8 Tunstall Square 
East Doncaster 
Phone 9842 2255 

SPECIALS 
AVAILABLE 
EVERY DAY 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamh istory.org.au) 
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TELEPHONE (03) 9439 9927 • FAX (03) 9431 0885 

EL THAM PHARMACY 

A◊ Bomh•g : ~ : Pg ~; M 

f\ EVERYDAY 
Save Lots With Our Cosmetic/Baby Oubs 

1035 MAIN RD (CNR LUCK S1J 
ELTHAM• PHONE 439 1gsJ, 1 

GARAGES 
Brick or Steel 

CARPORTS & SHEDS 
In all sizes - at factory prices. 
Build now and save $$$$$. 

Free measure and quote in all suburbs. 
Display at: 

30 Bostock Court, Thomastown 
NOVELTY IRON CONSTRUCTIONS 

Ring Simon 
9466 4416 or 018 035 81!_,,,_,,, 

, For the Love 
of Craft 

.BOOKlNGS AVAJLABU FOR ALL AGliS 

lf~ALYPTUS RD 9431 3366 

FRUlTTREES 
DEC:ZD G1.JS ORN ENTAL 

TREE FERNS 
alla11 Road Nurs ry 

Uplll'f' Plerity 
(OP) 83 1626 

OPEN 
Fri, Sat, Suri a111VM011 
Credit'&uls,Wefcome 

FAWKNER USED TYRES 
NEW, USED & RECAPPED TYRES 

P~'IVREREPAIR$ $JO 
4 USED NEW TYRES 
TYRES FROM 

FROM $100 $55 

COM!'\ITER BALANCING • .MOST SIZES AVAILABLE 

HUMPHREY B. BEAR 
presented by: 

FERGUSON PARK 
PRE-SCHOOL 

When: Wednesday, September 18 
Where: Eltham Community Centre 

Dori:m Le Gallierme Room 
Time: ID.im to 10.30-Am 
For1icke1s,plellleco/J 

Eva on 9718 1164 
or ltz on 9718 2730 

Ul<;lperticketis$5.00 

TRADE BOOST AT 
DIAMOND CREEK 

A MEETING of busi- nessesandco-ordinateco- aspects of the economic 
nesses in the Diamond operative advertising and development of the Shire 
Creek centre has been promotional activities. and as Diamond Creek is 

~~~~: t~0 ~e:i:~~{y ~:~~ Ch~~PE~~~~ive c;rfi:~~'. ~;~t~[s'~~ ~iITim~i~~i!! 
5ider a plan of action Barry Rochford, said he futuresuccessisvital,"Mr 
aimed at emuring the welcomed the initiative of Rochford said. 
future success of local ~everal traders who have 
trading precinct. held informal discussions He said an association 

The mee!ing's primary with Council and now would not only give indi­
aim is to discuss the for- moved to form a represent- vidual business operators 
mation of a chamber of ative body a united voice to express 
commerceortrader'sasso- "The retail and service their ideas and concerns, 
eiation to represent busi- industries arc important but also enable them to 

~-------------, ~~i;r~1:n~~f:Jati;aj~~~~~g 

Grandma's Poem l'he meeting will be 

My soups are scrumptuous 
My sandwiches tool! 
Ny luscious fresh salads 
Are waiting for you 
at Grandma's Lunch Box 
Shop 7, The Mall, Eltham •94314557 

CHIID CARE CENTRE 
Open Day llam-2pm 
Saturday, August 31 

6.30am-7.30pm Mon-Fri (52 weeks a year) 

Banyule Kinder Haven 
412 Main Road, Lower Plenty, 3093 

Telephone 9431 49QQ.._., 

held at the Diamond Creek 
Community centre, Main 
Road, Diamond Creek, on 
Tuesday, September 3, 
starting at 6pm. 

Inquiries are welcomed 
by Muriel Harmer of All 
About Flowers on 9438 
l 763;Albert DiPietro, Nil­
lumbik Cellars, 9438 
1249; John Munday of 
John Munday Jewellers, 
9438 2546; or Jenny 
Hodges, Nillumbik Coun­
cil on 9433 3315. 

SPLIT THE BILL! 

~ 
MEXICAN AESTAUl'IANT 

Every Wednesday Night (Food Only) 

FREE BEERS! 
Every Sunday Night 

(Conditions apply) 
Open Tuesday to Sunday from 5.30pm till late 

Phone: 9435 3631 
118 Main Street, Greensborough 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhiStory,_orQ.au) • 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 20, 1996 
Incorporating the 123-Year-Old Tradition of 

The Evelyn Observer' and 
Eltham & Whittlesea Advertiser' (Est. 1873) 

40 KEON PARADE, KEON PARK 

• BEHIND the cyclone security fence at the de­
molished Effham Shire olflces, amongst the piles 
of bricks, stands a sign which fells the whole sto­
ry. lronlcally, the accompany sign warns 'No 
Standing Any Time·. Protesters said they didn't 
realise lhis meant the building/ 

• 
28.8V34 

FAX MODEM EXT. 
Includes Software! Austel Approved.' 

$179 
Software Gallery 

116 BURGl'DY IT HEIDELBERG jQ84 • PH 9455 2811 

CHEAPER HOME HELP 
House Cleaning - $9 per hour 

Gardening ana Window 
Cleaning - $8 ner hour. 
And more. Non-smoker. 
Ironing $5 per hour 

includespjcl<•upanddeilvery 

DUCT CLEANING 
THE ANSWER TO HEALTHY INDOOR LIVING 

• Kil.ls Dust Mites & Bacteria ~ 
• Asthma Preventative \ 
• Lowers operation costs . 
• Ehminates Fire Hazard ,• 

FREE SANITISING & DEODORISING 

PRESTIGE DUCT CLEANING 
PHONE 9432 7333 



Public 
I opinion 
sought 
NILLUMBIK Council has called for 
public submissions on the council's 
controversial rating stra tegy for 
1996-97 which was declared at a Spt:· 
cia! meeting last night (Tuesday) 

More than half of the shire·s rate­
payers can expect rate rises of be­
tween five and 10 per cent as a result 
of the cou11cirs switch from a site 
value rating system to capital im­
proved value (CIVJ announced in last 
month's budget cor· Ne11s. August 
28) 

Under 1he Ci V svstem rates will be 
based on the worth of the land and 
any improvements - the site's mar­
ket value - rather than the former 
svstem which treated land as unde­
,;cloped 

Submissions regarding the pro­
posrd rate wit\ he heard at a special 
council meeting on Thursday. Sep­
tember 26 . .it 6pm. 

Following this. the I 996-97 rate5 
and charges will be olficial!y adopted 
at a special council meeting on Mon­
da~. Sep1cml,,er 30. also al 6pm 

Definitions of the declared rates 
and rharges are available from 
Nillumbik Shire Council in C-1\·ic 
Dril'<:. Grecnsborough. from toda~ 
(Wednesday) 

.,.,ne 
.... ,.,, ... l·ounc1I 

,, ue,clopmen( program. ·cre:H• 
·•6 <.:ommunit, leadership for 1he 

1"en11-hrs( cernun • aims to pro, 1de th, 
,l..,lls need<•d 10 dc,elop k.1dashiµ ,j. 
s><1n,. and ~timulatc leade1\h1p r1<'1"orh 

The 111111.il program ·,,,JI nc lldd fron· 
1)dot>er 10 DN·cmher. \i,,min_ilh'll!. l'lus­
<•n Monda;. Stpkmb,.·r ~ . F,ir furthe, 
inli1rn1a1ion ,<111 K.1rc" 1-,h • '"' 
44_n.111t 

Creek support 
\ GROUP of D1anwnd '· r,·d ,1J,•111, 
h.1, attili.11ed "ith till' Fn,:-n,1<. ,,f Oi,a. 
nwnd C1·t'cl.. tn help pn,(<'l't .1nJ ~nh.111, • 
the ,·r,:-d ;u!d its surround\. The l'.,.ir\,.in,; 
r>arty "Ill locus on lh<' D1;.im,md CrceJ.. 
arl':i . .\ ·"all... talh and ga"'_t.· sm,11 ~!ong 
the cr<:"cJ.. :ind barhecu<' will h.- h<·ld on 
Sunda:. September :?:?. For more 111tor 
m:ition. call Glen Terr~ on 94B J 111 

Public meeting 
THE [ltham Ga1e"a' <\ciion Group will 
hold a public mee11ng ne,1 "etkl'nJ to 
discuss the lale~t plans h) de,el(•p the 
formtr Utham Shire otlice ~ite from 4pm 
on Sunda). September 15. at l'>lonts..1h·a1. 
Hillnesl ~,e. E.ltham. Plan~ for the de­
•elopmenl are ;i,ail:il>Je from Nillumbik 
Shire otfice, or at the [ltham hbran in 
the Eltham Gale\\a, .\ction Vwup·s !Old­
er. For more informat,on. call 9439 9853 

Train death 
f\ :?I •)ear•old South Morang man. Glenn 
Fleming. "as killed Ill Diamond (red 
last Frid:iy. September "· "hl'll he \\;JS 
s!rucl; b, a city-bound tr.iin :ibout 
5.15am. 

Hurstbridgl' line train, were dtJ~,.-d 
for nh◊lll three hour~. Fhh~m pui1ce 
'-'OUld liJ..c lo hear from an,un<:' with 
1nforrnat1un on Mr Flemmm:,{, n1<Ht· 
11wnls prior to 1lie tragedv. plwne 
94.'ll JJ17 
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Fears over shortage 
of public housing 
by FIONA KAEGI 

LOCAL housing workers arc concerned about the 
>late's la,:k of puhlic housing for people leaving 
ernergem:y an:ommodation. 

folia Canty and Mandy Walmsley, from Berry 
Street's Sutherland Community Resource Centre in 
Watsonia. said the waiti~g lists for public housi~g 
exceeded the length of time peopk could stay rn 
emergency accommodation. 

\1s Walmsley s.aid a survey carried out by the 
Watsonia-ba~d centre found that rn 1993. 35 per 
cent of fomilics leaving the centre's accommoda-
1ion went into public housing. In 1995 the pcrcent­
:ige of peopk going into public housing had 
decreased to 6 pt:r cent 

In public hou.sing tenants pay about 20 per,:cntol 
their income 

Ms Canty and Ms Walmsley will discuss the 
state's shortage of public housing at a national 
conference this week 

Public 
v1ew1ng 
PL\~S for the de,clop­
ment of the former Fl­
tham Shire utlices have 
been released for public 
\ICWlllg 

I he developer of the 
Main Rd site, Dallas 
l\owgatt. last week re­
leased for public vie\\-ing 
the proposed layout for 
tht' service station. conve­
nience store and fast food 
outlet. I he developmt"'nt 
will also include rnmmu­
nih facilities, such as an 
information desk and 
meeting area 

In a press rt"'lease. Mr 
Ho..,,gate said dttailed 
plans for the site were (!fl 
v1ew at the ~1llumh1k 
Collncil off,ces in Civic 
Drive. Vreensborough. 

The plans. including 
arti<;ts' impressions. a 
landscape plan and town 
planning and traff,c re­
ports. were included with 
an application for a plan­
ning permit for the site. 

His company. Dallas 
Price Properties. hough! 
the former shire offices 
from the council for SI. l 
million in late June. 

The offices had OCen on 
sale for more than eight 
months. 

The pair will present a paper called llou.1inf? 
opliom_/,ir people exilinx nncrgency lwusin1:· :;erv 
and none 

'The paper is a response to the lack of adequate 
housing options facing people in housing crises," 
Ms Walmsley said 

"It highlights the current difficulties for people 
accessing both public and private rental accommo­
dation. 

"We just want to makt: people aware of the 
difficulties faced by families on low incomes in 
terms of their housing options·• 

Maximum of three months 
Ms Walmsley said the Sutherland Community 

Resource Centre had five emergency houses pro­
vided hy the Office of Housing. 

She said these were leased for a maximum of 
1hrcc months to families in housing crisis. 

fn the last financial year the centn: received 320 
requests for emergency housing and only 17 could 
be placed in emergency accommodation. 

"The biggest problem is access to public housing 
after they leave (the emergency accommodation).·· 
she said. 

'"The public housing waiting system is plagued by 
a shortage of stock and this directly contributes to 
lengthy waiting lists·• 

'"Many housing services are ch{){)sing to extend 
the stay of families in their accommodation in 
order to facilitate a transition into public housing," 
she said. "'This is creating a bonleneck in crisis 
accommodation." 

Housing worker Julia Canty said the Federal 
Government's plan to change the way it fonded the 
State Government's housing assistance through the 
Commonwealth State Housing Agreement could 
result in public housing stock being sold off. 

Ms Canty said problems with the private rental 
market included low vacancy rates. no security of 
tenure. no minimum standard of rental accommo­
dation and disnimination against some people 
trying to gain a,:cess tu private rental accommo­
dation. 

Calling all 
volunteers 
PLENTY Country Fire Authority 
(CFA) wants new members - and pro• 
spective volunteers don't necessarily 
have to know anything ahout fighting 
fires. 

Plentv station captain Max McLean 
said lasi week the station needed new 
members in the operations support and 
firefighting categories. 

Captain McLean said no firelighting 
experience was required for the opera­
tions support area, which could include 
volumcering to teach fire prevention in 
<;ehools, servicing private fire appli­
ances. managing hrigadc funds or help­
ing with station puhlicity. 

He said the Plenty group needed new 
members to '"spread the load over exist­
ing members"' 

·'We need to build a future for the 
hrigadc - some of our members have 
been in it for up to 20 years." Captain 
McLean. 

A r.ve-week training course for new 
members will begin at the Diamond 
Creek CFA on September 9. New mem• 
bers also undertake a day-long practical 
trammgscssmn. 

Once fully fledged. members are re­
quired to atte~d regular training nights 
monthly meetmgs. and Sunday mom1~g 
maintenance sesswns. But the recruit­
ment drive wil! be kicked off with a 
sausage sizzle at the station from I lam 
on Sunday, September 8. 

The demolition of the 
uflict'S, paid for hy Dallas 
Pri,:e Properties. sparked 
community uproar. in­

duding protests at . t~e 
Recruitment drive: Brian Furmston and Sara Molloy have recently joined the 
Plenty CFA but more members are needed. Picture. LAWRENCE PINDER 709lp306 

People from Greensborough and 
Plenty who want to attend the barbecue 
or need more information should call 
Captain McLean on 9435 2539. People 
from other areas should contact the 
local hrigade captain. 

offices. Eltham D1stnct Hi 

□ BRIEFS 

Triathlon success 
FLTHAM'S Emma Carney came second 
in the world triathlon championships in 
Cleveland. L:SA. on August 25. The 
world number one-ranked triathlete. who 
had not ln<;t a race in this season·s 12-
event world cup competition. was upset 
ahout her second placing to Queensland­
er Jackie Gallagher. Carney completed 
the 1.5km swim. 40km bike ride and 
!Okmruninonehour.51 minutesand43 
,enrnds, almost a minute behind 
Gallagher 

Plant views call 
BUNDOORA MP Sherryl Garbutt last 
week encouraged Diamond Valley resi• 
dents to make suhmissiom to an 
inter-parliamentary env(ronment an.d 
natural resources commillee which 1s 

investigating pest plants and ballast wa­
ter. Ms Garbutt was appointed to the 
nimmittee in June. Public submissions 
to the committee, which will advise Con­
servation and Land Management Minis­
ter Marie Tehan of its findings. close on 
September 16. Terms of reference and 
guid~s for makmg submi~sions can be 
obtarned by calhng 9655 6859 

Planning scheme 
NILUJMBIKCouncil is prepari~g a mu­
nicipal strategic statement to be rncorpo­
rated into the Nillumhik planning 
scheme. A draft stakment wi!I be avail­
able for public comment from Monday; 
September 30 for four weeks. 

Diligence audit 
K!LLCMBI K Council last week accepte<I 
a tender from Day \lcilson Chartered 
Accountants \0 conduct a due diligence 
audit to start on September 3. The audn 
will make a summary of the council's 
assets. liabilitie~. cash flow and reserve 
funds status. 

Library not for sale 
l\lLLUMBIK Council Comissioner Don 
Cordell has rejeded claims that the coun• 
cil plans to sell Ehham Library. ··Reports 
have been filtering through that some 
community members are engaging in 
scaremongering." he said. 

Greens branch 
THE Amtralian Greens formed a new 
bran~·h in St Andrews at an inaugural 
mee.ung on August 20. Local resident 
Kann Geradts who was elected branch 
convener is now planning activities for 
the tommg months. The next mectmg is 
on Tuesday, September 17. at 7.30pm at 
the St Andrews Communitv Centre. In­
quiries: Karin on 9718 2803 

Call for sailors 
AHOY sailors1 The Young Endeavo_ur 
Youth Scheme las! week called for Dia­
mond Valley young people aged from 16 
10 23 to join the Young Fndcavour tall 
ship on one of its 17 voyages off the 
Asutrahan coast nexl year. Prospcc11vc 
sailors do not have to have sailing experi­
ence but should be healthy and able to 
swim at least 50 metres. A 10-d.ay voya~e 
costs $860 but financial assistance 1s 
available. For application forms and voy­
age programs call 1800 267 909. 



A lasting 
memorial 
;::,~,~,d~'~1~:·~:,~-~~~r; ~\share 

Nillumbik Shire commissioners· 
preference for five single-member 
rnum:il wards fails to accord with 
1.lt:mucrntic principles for maximising 
participation in decision-making and 
represents an outdated centralist 
model 

It runs against current ideas for 
promoting community. Its adoption 
.,.,ould seem to fly in the face of expres­
sions of community support for at 
least nine councillors and multi-mcm­
hcr wards 

We ask the cnmrnis.~ioners to supply 
objective data on which their preferred 
position was based. We know the com­
missioners are under pressure from 
the State Government to impose a 
limited representative model. We urge 
Nillumbik Shire commissioners to re­
consider their decision and opt for at 
least a nine-member council. 

We are also outraged by the major 
communitv asset sell-off which effec­
tively desiroys the F.ltham Gateway. 
The lack of sensitivity in this decision 
isalmos1 be) 1nd comprehension. This 
will be the )' i!lumhik Shire commis­
sioners· most . isihlc lasting memorial. 

K,m and l.aurcl Eckersall, 
Henry St. Eltham. 

Exploring 
tourism 

aged. We the community need to be 
vigilant to see that any development is 
sensitive and in accord 10 the environ­
ment and that the community shares 
and ultimately hcncfits from any de­
velopment. 

Sadly. tourism in Australia has 
sometimes developed a bad reputa­
tion. often due to the over-exploita­
tion of attractions and the careless 
disregard by many operators to the 
needs of their resident communities 

The commi1tee at PYC"TA will do 
everything in its power to see that this 
does not occur in the Plenty Yarra 
region 

We invite any group or individual 
who is interested to Join PYCTA by 
writing to the Secretary. 7 Hillcrest 
Ave. Eltham 3095. for more infor-

Sigmund .Jorgensen, 
Seeretary. 

rlenty Yarra Community 
fourism Association, 

Hillcrest Ave, E:ltham. 

Another bad 
blackspot 
I WRITE regarding the council list of 
10 worst blackspots 

I have long believed that the Main 
Hurstbridge Rd at Diamond Creek 
from the railway crossing to Mitre 10 
is an outstandingly hazardous area 
Much to my amazement, it did not 
feature in the council's list (Diamond 
J'al/e_r New.1. May 22). 

I contacted the Police '"H"' District 
statistics section and was promptly 
provided with accident statistics for 
the relevant Melways map reference 

I WRITF in reply toa letter from Jack (Map 12 86).1 have summarised these 
l..awton. of H ursthridgc (Diamond for the piece of road referred to above; 
liJ//1•.r \'e,n. July 24). Main Rd intersection with Wenslcy 

In answer to his queries, may I say and George streets: 1990-91 (two 
that the Plenty Yarra Community years). !I: 1992-95 (four years). 13: 
fourism Association (PYCTA) was 1990-95 (total). 24. 
set up to explore and develop tourism Diamond Creek Plaza car park area· 
in a'l area that takes in the cities of 1990-91 (two years). 3: 1992-95 (four 
fJa1 ~hin. Ban yule. Whittlesea, years). 2: 1990-95 (total). 5. 
l fa iningbam and the Shires of Main Rd intersection With Brook 
\ji'lumhik and Murrindindi. and Fyffe streets: 1990-91 (two years). 

'YCTA now has a membership of 6: 1992-95 (four years). 3: 1990-95 
,5 whirh is made up of 34 individual (total), 9. 

community members, eight non-profit Total for above areas: 1990-91 (two 
community interest groups and 23 years). 20: 1992-95 (four years). !8: 
business affiliates. !990-95 {total), 38 

lnteresting!y.ofallthetourismasso- Of the 18 accidents in the recent 
ciations in Australia. PYCTA is the four-year period. one was fatal and 11 
only one that includes community in caused injury. Of the 20 accidents in 
its name the preceding two years, eight caused 

PYCTA does not see itself as the injury. A fatal accident has already 
sole custodian of this wonderful place occurred in 1996. 
Quite obviously. this is the whole These figures are significant and 
communi1y's responsibility. of which should have placed this stretch of road 
PYCTA is but a part. in the top three on the council's 

The concern is that if there is to bea blackspot list. Bear in mind also that 
tourist industry in the area. then it this is a much shorter piece of road 
must be properlE:"11R!~ap,~~ 1~rsg,,m,tg~01\h&Rti$~\\lir~ry~~#.l'.1 Mile or lronbark 

~ 4 
Rd which were numbers one and three 
on the police list. This would suggest 
that the council needs 10 check its 
figures more thoroughly. 

I am sure that many residents would 

~~~~r ";i1c:~;t t~t~~t~in:1 r~~~e :~a~ 
does not require upgrading into a ma­
jor road which will only encourage 
more heavy vehicles into the area. The 
millions of dollars required would be 
belter spent on duplicating bridges on 
the e!<isting Greensborough Bypass 
Road. 

What Windy Mile needs to make it 
safe is a little tar sealing on the road 
edge and a bicycle/walking track in the 
bush to one side of the road. 

My suggestion for improving the 
road outside the Diamond Creek Plaza 
is to reduce the number of entrances 
and exits to Main Rd. namely by 
converting the Mitre IO access into an 
entrance only. hlocking off one of the 
Plaza entrance/exits and using the oth­
er Plaza access as an entrance only. 

Exit traffic from the Plaza should 
use a new exit to be created on to 
Wcnsley St. Exit traffic from Mitre 10 
should use George St. A roundabout 
should be installed in Main Rd where 
George and Wensley streets join it. 

VicRoads informs me that planning 
of maintenance and traffic safety mea­
sures along Main Rd is a council 
function. VicRoads supplies funding 
only. I strongly urge the council to 
formulate an integrated traffic man­
agement plan for the Diamond Creek 
Plaza area and implement it before 
more fatalities occur 

Mark Stokes, 
Nillumbik Square, Diamond Creek. 

People lost 
the wars 
WHATEVER the real political/com­
mercial causes may have been. both 
World War II and the subsequent 
catastrophic Cold War were fought 
ostensibly as critical connicts between 
democratic ideals and totalitarianism 
- in which an elite, having sufficient­
ly incontestable power. imposes its 
views or decisions upon the collective 
on the pretension of greater wisdom. 
and frequently special rlaims to effi­
ciency.) 

Present politics. from local to feder­
al. demonstrates that despite appear­
ances and official dogma. we the peo­
ple lost World War I I and the Cold 
War. Authoritarianism and its high 
priests of so-called rational economics 
have globally stolen the march 

In fact. the unholy speed with which 
appointed "local commissioners•• 
around the state are selling off com­
munity assets precipitately ahead of 
the election of new councils democrat-

ically representing their communities. 
demonstrates how far the rot has gone, 
and its cause - a myopic pre-occupa­
tion with ends at the expense of pro­
cess: an arrogant disregard of the ethi­
cal (as distinct from merely legal) 
limitations on power in democracy, 
which rests on consent through nego1i­
ation: and a Coke-culture ignorance of 
what social cohesion entails. 

The exclusive domination of com­
mercial values, measured solely in 
money and driven necessarily by 
self-interest, and the dogma-driven au­
thoritarian rush to "privatisation", es­
pecially of local utilities. will inevita­
bly destroy the sense of a shared 
"commons .. on which a democratic 
and mutually considerate community 
ultimately depends - and subse­
quently destroy most of the vast re­
source of voluntary and community 
work. which binds us communally as 
well as creating real "wealth" not 
~~!~:~~ by the (ir)rational econ-

Thus, as Eva Cox (! 995 Boyer lec­
turer) and others have warned, our 

LETTERS 
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invisible "social capital" is being 
squandered, along with hard-won 
community assets, for commercial 
benefit and short-term accounting 
which stops at a highly suspect "bot­
tom line" 

So Yarra Plenty Library Board 
chairman Julian Stock's apparently 
well-intended and reasonable defence 
of proposals for privatisation without 
communal negotiation misses the real 
!hough subtle issues of democratic 
process. and social cohesion. But most 
of what we hear these days from our 
other political commissars from 
Kennett to Canberra does, too. 

Perhaps our consent, by vote or by 
default. makes most of US unfit for 
democracy, too. Or are 11,e all merely 
like the frogs. upon whom the fatal 
boiling creeps up by slow degrees? 

Ericl\lack, 
John St, Eltham. 

Stripping 
assets 
YET again I am ama;ed at the actions 
of Nillumbik's senior administration 
and commissioners. in their continu­
ing exercise of"assct stripping", part­
icularly those assets which belonged to 
the former Shire of Eltbam. 

When the derision was made to sdl 
the Eltham Shire Oft\ces. a number of 
proposals were mooted, including a 
24-hour police station. and a TAFE 
(Technical and Further Education) 
campus. In relation to both these sug­
gestions. serious concern was ex­
pressed about the potential traffic 
problems. due to the topography and 
layout of Main Rd. Now we are faced 
with a 24-hourconvenience store. vid­
eo !ihrary and fast-food outlet 

In April. the commis~ioncrs re­
solved. quite logically and sensibly. 
that prior to sale of Cherry T rec Rd 
depot, the site should be rezoned to 
Landscape Interest C. They also re­
solved to ha,e an Environmental As­
sessment and Environmental Audit 
conducted. 

After fairly limited advertising. 
council resolved to accept not the 
highest tender. but one which was 
some 17 per cent lower. and consid­
ered by many to be a giveaway price. 

Why was the lower offer accepted? 
Because they believe it to "have the 
most benefits for the communitv". 
The primary uses stated for the dc])Ot 
arc to be manufacture of poison baits, 
and provision of offices for environ­
mental consultants. Under the Eltham 
Planning Scheme, which I believe still 
applies, both these uses are prohibited 
in Landscape Interest C. 

Does the council still intend to re­
zone the land to Landscape Interest C? 

Were the environmental assessment 
and audit carried out. and what were 
the results? Were any undertakings 
regarding issue of permits. or rezoning 
of!and. given to the purchaser prior to 
his tendering? 

What value does the Valuer-General 
place on this site? Would an existing 
landowner/ratepayer be permitted to 
set up this establishment in a rural 
zone'! 

I fit is reasonable to reduce the price 
of the Cherry Tree Rd depot by 17 per 
cent for perceived community benefit. 
why not reduce the price of the Main 
Rd office by 9 per cent for the same 
reason? It is bad enough that we are 
rapidly losing assets we ha,e paid for 
O\"er the years: it is disastrous that they 
appear to be given away at rockbottom 
prices, for uses which arc at best ques­
tionable in planning terms 

Jack La"son, 
Flat Rock Rd, Hurstbridge. 
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Chiefs must 
resign 
WITH the commissioners' 
walkout from the council 
meeting on August 21. they 
ha,eshownthemselvestobe 
unfit to hol~ positi.ons ofau­
thont> at N1l1umb1k. 

The democratic process is 
sometimes noisy. often bois­
terow; and al"aysinvolves a 
two-"a>cxchangeofideas. 
They arcoh,iously not upto 
chc rigors of the democratic 
process • 

fhey are autocratic and 
takeoffenceatanychallenge 
totheirplansforourcommu­
rnt> 

lcallonthemtoresign 
Ga, le Blackwood. 
l\lain Rd. Eltham. 

Time to have 
your say 
1 WOUID like to be ahle to 
announce that the commis­
sioncrsofNillumbikha,edc­
cidedtolca,cafantastic!ega­
ci for us 

Thatthei ,isitcdthemost-
l) demolished sitl' of the old 
l:lthamShireotficeslastwet'k 
and"eresurprisedatthene" 
,ie" which has opened up 

That they understood this 
was a great opportunit> to 
develop a public amenit> 
which would abo dra" tour­
ists and e,cn pay its way 

Thal this is "hal the> sug­
gested· 
■ Create a town square. es­
pecia!!) forouryouthtomeet 
at night. complett: "ith bra­
ziers to krep "arm. A small 
gallrr, and tourist informa­
tioncentretobeplacedatone 
end of this. The square to be 
landscaped in che best 1.:1-
tham tradition for residents 
and,isitors 

■ As the square is on the 
currentle,eland"illjutout 
into the trees on a suspended 
slab.atheatreueunderneath 
isplannedforfilms.li,emu­
sic.andsoon.tobeusedall 
throughthedayandnight:b> 
childrenfromtheschoolsand 
child-care centre next door: a 
good film or sho" for the 
,;eniorcitiicnsalsone.,tdoor 
Awinehar/!ightmea!areato 
helocatednrxttothetheatre 
Allthistohebuiltin the best 
style possible - the local 

°"' 
■ There "asn"ta lot of cash 
aroundhu11heyfundeditby 
decidingtoreplacetheloan 
for$1.4 million for the ne" 

A NEW hostel for Aborigines in larg~ wheel> bins with a loan 
William St, Greensborough, was IOr this inno,a1i,e ,ision. 

officially opened last week ~~f ~7i~nAft~~ 1~{~~~ ~~~1t; 

Source: Diamond Valley News of the dimict would rather 
archives 1976. st_ick wuh small. manageahk 

hinsandhclptoreduccwaste 
ti The service, known as the anditscomandha .. eaterrif-
Harold Blair Hostel, closed three ic amenil> than ha,e a fast 

years agoEltham District Historical Society (elt~:~i~~-~~~n;h~;1\:~: 

front them every time they 
and their visitors drove into 
Fltham 

Aslsaid. lwouldliketobe 
able to announce this. but .. 

Residents. have your say. 
Margaret Jennings, 

Stanle) Aie, Eltham. 

Sensible 
balance 
IT SEEMS to me that we've 
beenalongthisroadbefore 
with a self-appointed group 
who purport to represent the 
ratepayers of Nillumbik 
Shire. wanting to act as pro­
tectors of the unique Eltham 
character. Ho" anybod} 
could see the shire offices in 
this way is beyond me. 

Are we in for a repeat pcr­
formancc ofthc McDonald"s 
and Food Plus fiascos when 
Fltham Council "as forced to 
bepoliticall}c,,rrectinop­
posing the_se two d~vclop­
ments outright. knowing full 
wellthatthccritcriaonwhich 
it was basing its objections 
would not get past the plan­
ning tribunal? 

The objectors should be 
negotiating with the develop· 
ersforanFhham-tvpcdevcl­
opmcnt instead o(the usual 
cvcsorcs"eend up with. Re­
niember. McDonald"s was 
preparedtobuildamudbrick 
building and. who knows. 
maybe Food Plus"ouldhave 
beenwillingtodosomething 
similar jnstcad of that c>e­
sorc. "hich has gone from 
bad 10 worse 

I ask the commissioners to 
achie"easensiblebalancein 
the interests of all ratepayers. 
bct"een economic good 
management and the visual 
en,ironment. lamsurethey 
areabletoexercisesomecon­
trol o,er the design of the 
complex and the developers 
would be prepared to co-op· 
erateinthisregard 

GwenJakins, 
Brinkkotter Rd, Research. 

Recycling: a 
fine example 
··DQN"T hin it - recycle·· 
··sa,ethisload-reevclc·· 
these arc the mcs~agcS that 
ha,e passed m) door weekly 
o,·cr the past two or three 
}cars. l\"othing wrong "ith 
that: a good idea thought up 
bJ the unpaid councillors 
that we elected 

Recently I "atched as a 
huge machine with a large. 
cla"-hkearm tore into"hat 
had been the offices of 1he 
Shire of Eltham. which our 
earlier councillors had 
worked so hard to build only 
30yearsago. 

One felt sick as 
double-glazed windows. 
bricks and plaster fell victim 
tothisgreatmeehanicalmon­
ster.Theairwascloudedwith 
particles of mortar and plas­
ter which felltothegroundat 

~ill. light fittings_. pieces of 
timber from fittings. any­
thing in line was pushed out 
of the buildi~g b.Y '.1 small 
bobcat machine ms1de the 
building.tobepickedupbya 
grab and placed into skips 

Curtains still hanging flut­
tered appealmgly from bro­
ken windows. and rolls of 
carpet lay on the roadway 
area.open to all weathers 

Asoneofthegroupofpeo­
ple standing and watching 
th1sdestruc1ton.wewhowcre 
not shed~ing tea.rs openly. 
"ere crying inside. How 
could any responsible people 
do this'? No doubt that once 
proud building is crying, too. 
a~ its debris fills a large por­
\lon of some unnamed 
landfill. 

RlPinitsunm_arkedgravc. 
I am wondering what to 

make of our recycling 
slogans 

Gracei\litehell, 
'\II Pleasant Rd, Ellham. 
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Limits on 
site use 
I WRITE regarding the for­
mer Elcham Shire offices. l 
am most unhappy about the 
way the sale of these otficcs 
has been proceeding. 

There have been irregular­
ities in the tender process 
with a tender being accepted 
thatwaslodgedaftertheclos­
ing date. The former shire 
offices arc no" heingdemol-
1shedandye!there1snoper­
mit for the successful 
tenderer's planned use of the 
site. The site is still in the 
ownership of the Shire of 
'\Jillumbik and its futureat­
tracti\'eness to any othrr po­
tential purchaser is now se­
"erel} restricted 

The price the building and 
site will be sold for 1s ,,ell 
belo" the official ,aluation 
madcearlicrthisJcar This is 
desp1tcthefactthato,crthc 
last few years several parties 
have expressed interest in 
buyingorleasingtheformer 
shire offices. In such a cir­
cumstance it isver, difficult 
tounderstandthehllrriedac­
ceptanceofche low bid 

rhere is also the question 

of community consultation 
over this decision. True to 
fonn. this has been complete­
ly inadequate and the suc­
cessful bid is manifestly un­
popular with the community. 
Other possible uses that have 
been put forward all have 
enjoyed more public suppon. 
These include a TAFE (Tech­
nical and Further Education) 
campus. a police station. a 
community health centre and 
housing for elderly people. 

TheShireofNillumbikhas 
raisedchequestionofasbes­
tos being present in the for­
mer Shire of Eltham offices. I 
would like to ask about the 
presence or otherwise of as­
bestos in other buildings 
owned by the shire. For in­
stance. what about the El­
tham leisure centre or the 
North Warrandyte commu­
nity centre? Will the shire do 
an asbestos inventory on all 
its buildings? 

StcphenClendinnen. 
Doleen Rd, Warrand)te. 

Rural roads 
not safe 
THE rural roads out Hurs­
tbridge way and beyond arc 
notsafefortheunwaryatthe 
best of times and with the 
current standard of mainte­
nance. it is imperative that 
drivers take extra care. 

At night. please slowdown 
and keep a keen eye out for 
wildlife crossing. If your 
headlightsarernisedslightl}'. 
please don't sit on someone's 
tai\asitonlyblindsthemand 
makes them go more slowly 

Murphy"s law, of course, 
dictatesthatatnightandin 
bad"eathcr.thecarbehind 
,ou "ants to break the speed 
limitandgctsveryfrustrated 
asthereisnowheretopassfor 
milesandmiles. 

ltalsodictatesthatinday­
lightandgood conditions. the 
car in front of you wants to 
tra,cl around 20kmh below 
the speed limit and that the 
large truck negotiating the 
"inding roads for the first 
1imcandwishingitwereelse­
"here (as cars pile up in a 
queue behind it) will NOT 
pullovcrtothc5idcfora 
minutctolctpcoplcpast 

Alinlemoreconsideration 
forothermotoristsandpart­
icularly our"ildlife. please 

Jenni Bund), 
Buttermans Track, St 

Andre11s. 

Plastic 
legacy 
CO\/GRATULATIONS to 
all those in,olved in the 
clean-up and revcgetation of 
IJiamondCrcck 

But the recent floodings 
ha\e revealed a horrifying 
legacy of plastic pollution· 
contajncrs. wrappers and 
bagscaughtupintrecsand 
shrubs. Plastics cause more 
pollution than almost any 

other materials, not only as 
garbage, but also in their 
manufacture. 

l urgca\lshopperstore-use 
plasticcarrierbagsatleast 
threetimesforpurchases,be­
forefinallyusingthcmasbin­
lincrsorrubbi.sh~~-

lfallofusd1dth1s1twould 
cut down enormously the 
number of bags manufac­
tured.aswellasrf:<iucingthe 
amount of plasl!c washed 
down our gutters and rivers 
into the sea (where it causes 
further problems). and dug 
into our valleys in rubbish 
tips. 

Betterstill-kecpanapple 
box in the boot of your car. 
andusethatinsteadofbags: 
supermarkets are usually 
happy to find one for you. 

Just say. "No bags. thank 
you•·,atthccheck-out-staff 
~~~teusually happy to co-op-

Make a resolution today. 
l\lary Good, 

Pitt St, Eltham. 

Abuse of 
rights 
ONE flagrant human rights 
ahuse that could ultimately 
affectmanyofuswhenweare 
elderly is the potential mal­
treatment we could receive as 
residents in nursing homes. 

Rttently a survey found 
that more than half of nurs­
ing home residenli-llre being 
drugged. many of them un­
necessarily. 

last year a Medical Jour­
nal of Australia report cited 
residents having frequent 
falls due to the liberal use of 
vai:ious mood-altering drugs 
which can mduce neurologi­
cal disorders. 

fhcseindudeanti-depres­
santswhich "·ere found tobe 
used on 2~percentofnursing 
home res1dents_per a pub­
lished 1991 ~ahonal Health 
and Medical Research Coun­
cil survey. 

The Citizens· Commission 
on Human Rights. set up in 
1969 by the Church of 
Scientology, campaigns 
against such ahuses perpe­
tratcdbychcpsychiatricin­
dustry.Wewereinstrumental 
in lobbying fora Ro}alCom­
mission inquiry into Chelms­
ford Hospital and are now 
targeting the over-drugging of 
the elderly. 

As the abuses mentioned 
occur still today. and we all 
get older tomorrow. it is in 
our interests to arrest this 
(prescribed) drug abuse now 
to ensure a happier future 

Readers are welcome to 
phone CC HR at 
(02)92645863 or write to 
P.O. Box A625. Sydney 
South, New South Wales 
200llforfreeinformation. 

Susan Plattner. 
:\ational Direetor, 

Citiz.-ns'Commissiononllu­
manRights, 

Castlert'agh St,S}dne}, 
■ More letters: Page 29 
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Nillumbik: in the eye of the beholder 
Sir, 

Betty Roland wrote a biography of my 
father Justus JOr~nsen which was called 
In The Eye of the Beholder. In her writings 
she interpreted the creation of Molsalvat 
by JOrgensen. Her recollections of these 
activities were substantially different from 
mine and the many others who knew both 
my father. and Monsalvat. 

In reading your reports of the Nillumbik 
Council meetings, in the past two editions 
of the Diamond Valley Advertiser, I had a 
sense of dejtl vu, and was reminded of how 
we all interpret situations differently. 

'pr~~~~i!/1 ~~:~.~~~,:~!?~Ye J~~~~tho~ 
the members of the gallery become so frus­
trated as to vent their anger on the Com­
missioners? 

The public gallery's feelin1:1,s were obvi­
ously diverse, hopefully genuine, and I am 
sure heartfelt. Many were provoked by the 
way in which the meeting was being con­
ducted. 

Although l arrived late and missed most 
of the action, I could feel the tension and 
also felt quite ifl as I becarre aware of what 
had, and was happening. 

Why did we, as a community, have to 
resort to this instead of rational debate? 
Why couldn't the Commissioners have an­
swered the questions from the gallery and 
explain their actions instead of running 
from the room?Why couldn't they have tried 
to reason with the gallery? 

But this is now history, a very sad mo­
ment in the democratic process for Nil· 
lumbik! ' 

We must of course move on and address 
the more pressing issues, one of which is 
the changes to the Eltham Gateway with the 
projected construction of a series of build­
ings on the old Shire Office in Eltham. 

As your readers may already know the 
Eltham Gateway Action Group was forrred 
to try and protect this 'gateway' from un­
sympathetic development. The group has 
worked hard to try and find a positive solu­
tion. We have consulted with the develop­
er, local MP's, the widercomm.mityand the 
Eltham Chamber of Commerce, and, of 

SHIRE POLITICS 

course, the Nillumbik Council. At last the 

~:v~~r;~: ~~~~ ~uer ~~~~~~i1~sr~1a~2~ 
with. The developer's planning application 
can be viewed at the Nillumbik Shire Offic­
es for the next week or so. 

I have great concern at these plans. Ar­
chitects draw pretty plans and carefully 
son en their concepts with mature trees and 
other images in the foreground. These 
trees, of course, will, if planted, take many 
years, possibly decades, to grow. 

And in this case the architects have con­
veniently left out the signa1:1,e • t urge ,flny­
one who harbors any misgivings, to drive 
past any similar development and have a 
look at the signs. 

Without exception, the signs are large 
and brightly lit, and more often quite gar­
ish. 

It is the signs, not the trees, that will 
dominate the landscape. and hence 
Eltham's gateway! 

Finally your leading piece In this week's 
Advertiser makes mention of a woman who 
apparently rang your advertisers to com­
plain about your reporting of the Co\Jncil 
meeting. May l assure you, and your rl1ad­
ers, that this activity did not emanate{ or 
have the sanction of the Eltham Gateway 
Action Group. 

- Sigmund JOrgensen, 
'Monsalvat', HIiicrest Ave, Eltham 

'Crying inside' over 
Eltham Shire office 
Sir, 

"Don·t bin it - recycle." "Save this load­
recycle". These are the messages that 
have passed my door weekly over the past 
two or three years. Nothing wrong with that, 

6i"ciisd ~~=ta !~0~1~\~g ~J ~~ciku~h!~d o~~~~ 
terests. 

Recently I watched as, a huge machine 
with. a large claw like arm tore into what had 
been the offices of the Shire of Eltham, 
which our earlier Councillors had worked so 
hard to build only 30 years ago. 

One felt sick as double ~lazed windows, 
bricks and plaster fell victim to this great 
mechanical monster. The air was clouded 
with particles ~ortar and plaster which 
fell to the grouna at will. light fittings, piec­
es of timber from fittings, anything in line 
was pushed out of the buildin1:1, by a small 
bob cat machine inside the building, to be 
picked up by a grab and placed into skips. 

ly fr~~a~~~:~~I :rnn3~~s~~~T!eo~ ~~=t~;y 
on the roadway area, open to all weathers. 

As one of the group of people standing 

and watching this destruction, we who were 
not shedding tears openly, were crying in­
side. How could any responsible people do 
this? No doubt that once proud buildin~ is 
crying too as its debris fills a large portion 
of some unnamed land fill. 

R.1.P. in its unmarked grave. • 
I am wondering what to make of our re­

cycling slogans. 
• Grace Mltchell, 

Mt Pleasant Rd, Eltham 

Encouraging 
youth to develop 
Sir, 

Students in Victorian Government sec­
ondary colle,it;es will soon have the oppor-

}~~~~ i~ ~6~~i~1\i~ lt~\~~sg l~~3i~atc~~: 
munity service providers. 

I encourage secondary college commu-

~~~eJi~~o~~~s~ii:xg~ev~1~nJ;;n~n~~~~~~~ 
(VYDP) launched recently by the Premier, Mr 
Kennett. 

The VYDP is a Government initiative to 
provide secondary school students in Years 
8 to 12 with accreditation in leadership, 
team building, first aid and cardio-pulmo­
nary resuscitation skills, in addition to train­
ing programs offered by high profile com­
munity services agencies. 

at:~~~n~ra;;1~~~~Tn~a1J~~=~~s~~;: 
vlronment Corps - offered by the National 
Parks Service; Police Rangers - offered by 
Victoria Police; State Emer~ency Service 

fu0::5~e~d~~~ryp:gr::t~o;f%r~~,b~; itJu~ 
Scout and Guide Associations; Life Saving 
- Victoria; St John Ambulance Cadets; 
Army Cadets; Naval Reserve Cadets; Air 
Training Corps Cadets. 

All the VYDP service providers are com­
mitted to giving students activities which 
will excite their interest, promote greater 
participation in community service. 

• Carlo F~~:r'•H~l~~1t1!:r;eRti:~~h:~ 



Architectural 
monstrosity 
I WISI I lo rl.'.cord my fir.I impn,,-s.,iuns 
ofthcplansandclcva1iunsfor1hc 
propo~:dShcllscrviccstationandoth­
cr ~tores al Ille old Shire office site 

II had not o<.-cum:d lo me until now 
that Ille t,rnl"tJursc uf the proposed 
scrvil-c,talionv.·oukll>ek-.c;itcdata 
lc•cl higher than at 1hc ground-level 
ocrup,cd hy 1hc old huilding. The 
plan.~and elevations show an architcc­
tur.il mon,trosil}.whit·hhasascrvit'C 
\tauonconcourKata lnclhuiltup10 
around the first-floor lc,cl of the old 
huildmg.tSeumgithockahoutanoth­
cr I() metre,; and down two metres 
wouldimprovcit,lightly.) 

Pul simply; the whole service sta-
1,on ,sclcarlyvis,hlcat slr«tlevcl. 

Noclcva1innplansinmyposscssion 
~hnwsallthcsignagcwhichisreferrcd 
to. whu;h 1sa lmlcdcccp11vc10 the 
unwary when perusing them. Howe­
ver. lhc Shell logo and illuminated 
lighting on and underthcscrviccsta-
1mnhayswouldhcsccn.aswould(and 
make no mmakc about these d1men­
smns) and cight me1re h1gh Shell sign 
~~?r}~~~me high price board at the 

No mention ismadeofsignage for 
the fast-food takeaway dnve-through 
store hut no douht they would want 
1hcirusual heightandamountofdis­
playaswell on 1he strcel frontage of 
the complex. 

LETTERS 
LetterstotheEditormustbe 
signedandStJWliedwitha 
lulname,addressanda 
contaciphonenumberlor 
validationpurposes 
ProferenceiSgM1ntolegible 
letters ol nomorethan300 
words.Wereservetheright 
toeditletters. 

Bargain 
price 
THE official reply/media 
rclcase/asbcs1osdocumcn1whichlrc­
ccntly received from Nillumbik Coun-

Si~i~ ~f~ds l~a~~ ~~c:~1t i~nte~~tf~! 
points unclear 

Havingwi1nesscdpartofthcdcmo­
litionof1he··asbestos-riddled .. officcs. 
it concerns me thatncithcrthcwork­

Thc finishes specified do nolhing to ers or sixuruy guards were wearing 
ma\e me feel tha this complex could repsirators or protective clothing. 
meld with its surroundings. Its built There was no evidence of a dcron­
form 1SJust a $iant sore thumb which lamination unit on the site. Dust was 
relates to nothing. allowed to blow freely from t~ site. Is 

Five architects have looked over my ~%5a~~~/~h;~~~rni~1n:~;f1i~1~ :~ 
shoulder at these drawings and there Appendix 1 ofthchazardousmaterials 
"'"snot one complimentary 11,ord. Not survey? 

~~:t ~~~r~f~~~c,!tdild ~;.not repeat o~~~~~~r!n~h~~i_l~~~g ~e~tn~~1:r. 
This huge combi ned service offered at lower pnce to any of the 

smtion/drive through fast food take other tendering parties i.e. Police. 
awa} complex does not belon11 at the TAFE or Community groups before 
entr.ance to Ellham township. No berng sold at the bargain pnce of 
douht readers are familiarwi1hasimi- Sl.lm 10 Dallas Price Homc:1. as an 
lar complex (not Shell) on Lower Plcn- agent for Shell Oil 
1y Road at Yallambie. Well. it's a lot Docs this best serve the interest of 
bigger than that!! thccommunity.orthcvestedintercsts 

If )"OU object to this proposal to ofthccorporates«tor? 
deface the entrance to Eltham. make There arc currently T"'·o Shell out­
sure you objec1 in writing to lets. t"'o 24 hour convenience stores 
Nillumh1k Shire Council by the due and three Corporate food outle1swith­
date which will be 14 days after the in easy distance•of the A]istar Knox 
proposal 1s formally advertised (Clos Park. Have other_local bu_s1nesses been 
mg date forobJectoons 1s not known as consulted rc-gard1ng the 1mpact of yet 
I write). anotherou1Lc1opening1nthe1rimme-

Jenni Bund):, d1atev1CLl'llty? 
Butter~~o,glJic land was donated to the Shire 

hyapastresidcntforcommun1tyuse. 
Successive elected councils have 
mamtaincdthcElthamGatcwaycon­
cept. ·1 he new Town Centre Concept 
plan identifiesthesiteuworthyofa 
huilding of landmark Quality. Is a 
pelrol station/24 hour corporate bur­
gcrstall reallyasuitablclandmark for 
thc:NillumbikGateway? 

Ga~inGra), 
Bollen S1. El1ham. 

Paying for 
road works 
IN JUNE this year the Nillumbik 
Council launched its vision for the 
Eltham Mam Rd shoppmg centre. lt 
proposed a ·•significant"' building at 
each end of the shopping area - now 
weknowthatthismeansavideoshop 
at one end and another ,idto shop 
plus 24-hourservicc station. fasl•food 
outlet and convenience store at the 
other. 

What we wercn"t told in this vision 
wercplanstoinstalluptothreeround­
abouts in Main Rd to s.crve thcs.c 
significant buildings together with all 
theusualthroughtrafficrongcstion. 

Roundabout one at Luck Su has 

:nn~~d~:i i~~~~:~,~~~ ~:i~~: 
development to get it restarted. 

The change from traffic lights to 
Roundabout two, at Dudley St will 
mean.depending on which version of 
the current investigation plans go 
ahead.thattheWarMemorialTrust 
Kindergarten will lose.if not all of its 
frontyard.someofitandbeovershad­
owed by a retaining wall to prevent 
specdingcarsortruckloadslandingon 
lhcir r_oof_or throuJII the windows. 
Sadly.1ne1ther~crs1on. the WarMe­
morialGateswillhavctogo. 

Roundabout number three, planned 
for Panther Place. in the words of the 
localmcmberWaynePhillips.··could 
s.crve the traffic coming down from 
Research so they can get into the 
proposed fast food outlet"' - to be 
Jocatedonthcsiteofthcold Eltham 
Shire offices. 

I smcerely hope that the Commis­
sioners can deny that neither they as 
md1v1duals. nor t~ council officers 
norprivateconsultantsh1rcdbythc 
Council. arc investigating these pro­
posals. I am concerned that it will 
meanthatwe.taxpayersandratepay• 
ers. will have to pay for thcs.c road 
workstoenablemultina\lonalrompa­
nies to make even greater profi1s. I 
wonder how the owners and cmploy­
ccs ofthccurrent vidco shop and othcr 
localfast-foodoutlctsaref«hng? 

SueDyel, 
l.Nn1tdCrn.,Eltham. 



.. 
NILLUMBIK 

COMMUNITY 
DEVELOPMENT 

AND OLD PERSONS 
RECREATIONAL 

GRANTS 
NI \,.,bJ.. 51,,,c (o,.,ncd ""''''" opplicoho<t< for 1996 
Co,,,'"""'ryGron1'ondOlderPeuon1Rec,eo11000I 
Gro~ts from grO<Jp, ond orgon,sotto,,, w11hn ,1,., 

.....,.K; ,pooty. 

Commu,, ,1yDe,,e.lopmen1Gro,,,swilbeo!kxoledlo 
g,oup,;-o,goni"' l,onsw~o,efocusfl'IQ\l •n<:kKk,,.... 
,;c., pr.,.,.,,;,,,,, .,,if help. commoo,1y ,;le,,,elopmer,t, 

networ'."'9, odvococyo,$0Cial oct>0n 

Oldc,Pe"""'Recr&atKl<"IOIGronaor.,a,oilobl,: 10 
9'"'-'P' or clubs for !Mm to pn:,,,ide "'"°"°1,.., 
<l(li>i hCS ond p,ogrom, ond lo OS>lst., "'"'""'9 

f"'1 n,ngco>t> 

Appi,co110<1 forms and g,.odol,ne,ore cwo.!oble o,, 
req.,e>t from COOJO< il "s Cuh...ml ond Commu,~y 
Serv,ce, Oepartme,,t , telephooe94333 \26. Com· 

pletedfo<msshouklbeforwo,dedto 

Group Manager 
Cultural and Community Services 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
PO Box 476 

Greensborough 3088 

B Wednesdo October 2nd 1996 

CHANGING ROAD 
NAME: 

OLD AQUEDUCT ROAD 
Covnd resolv,,d on 15 Moy 1996, to reno""' pa~! 
of Aqueduct Rood between O.Omond C,.,.,._ Rood 

o~od M~= W~o,,od,rnod~mo,., bo:;-. 

J ~-
--------

Fvrther 01lormotioomoybeobto,ned by con!OC Mg 
S,m.:,ne Sroot on9433 3272 

PROPOSED SALE OF 
LAND 

NotKe i i hereby g,.en that tr>e N,Humb.lc 9,, re 
Co,,,c~ purwont IO se,:hon 189 121 of the Locol 

~;;;;;~:el :~;i ~:~,;~l?~ i~ 
- IAbcn,ng Adueduc t Rood, O;omo,,d Creek! 

=~-:~,;,"3:J~,:t:9,:i~3!1'7n~~.:C~i 
Gow,,n,.,entAc11989 

Wuller> wbmissioo, shookJ be fo<warded 10 Cf»el 

~a,'~ ~~K~':!2 ~~6A~";;::~ 
mo~e, o >vbm1s,t0f\ ,n,;orporot,rg o request IO be 
heordwilll,e.,.,t,ded10oppeo,o>pe<S011,orbe 
,ep,e,.,.,oed by o pe,soo oct,ng on me.r beholf, 
before o """'ting of Coonc:il. for luflher mq,,~ie, 

contoct M, ss Notosho Wilsoo 9 433 3272 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMIT 

Detaillabouttheapplication 
The land affected by the application is located 

at: 
895 Main Road, Eltham {site ol the 
former Shire ol Eltham Municipal Offices) 

The application is for a permit to: 

To undertake buildings and works, 
to use the land for a Petrol Station, 
Shop and Community Facility and to 
alter vehicle access to a main road 

reservation 
The applicant for the permit is 

Dallas Price Homes pty Ltd 
The application reference number is 980376 

You may look at the application and any 

docu=~ b~~~!u~rs'~~~Tb:~~~~~/t the 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
Civic Drive, Greensborough, 

Post Office Box 476, Greensborough, 
Victoria 3088 

This can be done during office hours and is 
free of charge. 

Any person who may be affected by the 
granting of the pennit may object or make 

other Sl.lbmissions to the responsible 
authority. 

An objection must: 
• be sent to the Responsible Authority in 

writing 
• include the reasons !or your objection. and 
• state how the objector would be affected 
The Responsible Authority wilt not decide on 
the application before 26th Septembef. 1996 
If you object, the Responsible Authority will tell 

you its decision 

NOTICE OF AN APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMIT 

Details about the application 
The land affected by the application Is located ... 

895 Main Road, Eltham (site of the 
former Shire of Eltham Municipal Offices) 

The application·is for a permit to· 
Erect and display Advertising Signs 

The applicant for the permit is: 
Dallas Price Homes Pty Ltd 

The appl1ca1ton reference number is 9603TT 
You may look at the apphcation and any 

clocu~: g;~~;u~~:rbff~~~~~/ the 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
Civic Drive, Greensbof'Ough, 

Post Office Box 476, Greensbol'Dugh, 
Victoria 3088 

This can be done durillQ office hours and is 
free of charge 

Any person who may be affected by the 
granting of the permit may object or make 

other submissions IO the responsible 
authority. 

An objection must: 
• be sent to the Responsible Authority in 

writing 
• include the reasons for your objection , and 
• state how the objector would be affected 
The Responsible Authority wilf not declOE! on 
the application before 26th September. 1996 

If you object, the Responsible Authority will tell 
you itsdecisiOn 



TO gain the Queen's 
Guideawardisaveryhig,h 

-achievement - some­
thing that Nicola Blay 
knows and understands. 

Nicola was the first 
guide from Greens­
borough"s. Hyp_er-Red 
Ranger Guide unit to re­
ceive the award and the 
limin theGreensboroug,h 
District to be named a 
Queen'sGuidesincel976. 

A district presentation 
was held in July and 
Nicola will be presented 
with the award at Govern­
ment House on October 5. 

To complete the badge, 
which took a year and a 
half. Nicola worked on a 
variety of different tasks. 

These included air ac­
tivities. canoeing on the 
Murray for two days and 
theRedCrossSeniorFim 
AidCenificate. 

Nicola is studying Sci­
ence at Melbourne Uni­
ver~ity as well as being 
chairperson of her Ranger 
Guide unit. 

OUR local area has a 
nice setti ng- bushland 
and two main waterways. 
the Plenty River and the 
Diamond Creek. 

Unfonunately the en­
vironment is changing 
for the worse. 

Walking along the riv­
erbank you sec rubbish in 
trees. grass and in the 
river itself. 

In places where there 
used to be lots of trees, 
the trees are gone. 

But there are ~ays"'.'e 
can help. Al Bnar Hi ll 
Primary School we dug 
up the front garden and 
each grade had a good 
time replanting the gar­
den with new native trees 
and flowers. 

This not only looks 
nice. but itauractsnative 
birds and provides 
shade. 

She likes the outdoors 
and plays the piano and 
nute. The Hyper-Red 
RangerGuideunitwases­
tablished only three years 
ago. 

A lothaschangedabout 
thebadgesinccthe last 
one was awarded in the 
Greensborough District 

Sometimes the whole 
school is assigned to ar­
eas and everyone picks 
up rubbish in the yard 
and the street outside the 
school. 

r-:-------- -- --7 
1 HYPNOTHERAPY 1 

Nar:-,ous Condlttons: eg emot1011al problems, stress, 

I 100,""'~iill'll!l\l,l1/ll:t~~klence. I 

20 years ago. Modern 
times are provin$ very 
challenging for girls in 
their developmen t and 
Guides provides them 
with the self-esteem they 
need to help them later in 
life. 

Guidesisthcreforgirls 
who want to learn 

organisation and other 
skills to help them in 
caring for others and 
buildingself~nlidencc. 

RangerGu1desisforall 
girls aged between l4and 
18. 

For more information 
phone leade r Dianna 
Walkeron9432l032. 

Like most schools, we Most of the people I 
also have working bees to surveyed recycle things 
clean up and make the at home and Banyule 
school look nice. Council does its part too. 

The school panicipat- Apan from recycling 
ed in Oean Up Australia bi ns, it also organises 
Day earlier in the year as newspaper and paper col­
well. We also have a bin lections. 
for cans and bottles in There are collections 
the school yard. for garden and household 

At home, most people rubbish too. 
recycle tHings- you of- The counc il also 
ten sec the yellow and makes plans for parks 
green or plain black recy- and spons faci lities. 
cling bins provided by Although it is great to 
the council around the sec so many people doing 
streets. thi ngs to clean up and 

I surveyed 25 people to restore our environ ment, 
see what they do to clean it is not quite enough, so 
up our land. nex1 time you drop some 

Of the 25. 21 recycle rubbish on the ground, 
glass products, 22 recycle pick it up and put it in 
plastic, 20 recycle paper, the bin. 
23 people use compost After all, what would 
bins, 19 recycle cans and the communi ty look like 
23 mulch or use greenery if we didn't care for it at 
on their gardens. • all? 

BYTE THIS 
COMPUTER REPAIRS 

"W E COME TO YOU" 



t \'.' ' '\( 

Timing 
was the 
problem: 
chief 
"J!LLUMBJK chit'f e~e,c­
utive Barry Rochford has 
dismissed an Eltham resi­
dent"s claims that the 
council failed to follow 
correct statu tory proce­
dure when announcing 
the release of develop­
ment plans for the former 
ElthamShireoffices 

Bev Marshall said she 
first learned of the plan's 
release in lastweck'sDia-
111v11d 1(1/fer Ni•n·s. She 
believed the council had 
failed in its legal obliga­
tions of advtrtising its 
actions in the public no­
tices_and placjngasignon 
thes1teadv isrng1hecom­
munityofits plans. 

··From what I under-

:::~:, t:r 1~::. n~:1d~~~ 
statutory requiremen ts 
arc:thcyhavetoadvertise 
theirplansforatleast!4 
days,"MsMarshallsaid. 

··As a concerned resi­
dent I would like to know 
why they're (the council) 
not following the proper 
procedure and when they 
propose to do so." 

But Mr Rochford dis­
missed Ms Marshall's 
claims as "circumstan­
tial" and said the council 
would advertise plans for 
the site development this 
w«:k. Mr Rochford said 
the plans were on display 
at the Nillumbik Council 
offices las1 week but due 
to the ·•tim ing of the pa­
per"councilhadbeenun­
able to coincide the re­
qu1redadver1isernents. 

A service station. con­
venience store. fast food 
outlet and communi1y fa­
cilities. including an in­
formation desk and meet­
ing area. have been 
propo~ed for 1he Main Rd 
site by developer Dallas 
Howgate. The former 
shire offices were bought 
from \he council for SI.I 
million in late June and 
demolished in late July. 
sparkinganoutcry. 

L A E T A 
ANTONYSEN 



EL THAM PHARMACY 
A◊ Bemh'"I B.Phom,,. M.P.S. (P,op.) 

I\ ,~:~:~ 
Save I.ob With Our Cosmetic/Baby Oubs 

V 1i:.£i~E:;:.~JZ. 
VJ:IIPllDPRU J)JSTJJBUTION 
Int.be Shu"8S of Nillumb!k ud Murrindindi, 
Cities of Banyule and Whittlesea. 
Assoc!&ted Newspa.pers, Y&rra, Valley 
Advertiser, Pl!n!nsul& Advert.teer, Seymour 
Nag&mbleAdverti~r. 

/Wt, ~4, DIAMOND VALLEY 

30 GLEN GULLY RD, ELTHAM NORTH, 3095 • TELEPHONE (03) 9439 9927 • FAX (03) 9431 0885 FREE• 
ELTHAM HUB ~LANS ON SHOW 

READ IT FIRST IN 
THE ADVERTISER' 

PLANS to re-develop rest_ arc_as plus a bu1l_ding 
the former Eltham Shire which 1s smypatheuc to 
Offices released last the roof color and roof 
week s how proposed line~ of Elt_ham's quite 
works totallrng more spectacular library:• 
than $4 million. Mr Hiacsi said 

··F.ltham Hub" would be 

suri~a;t~~r:;~o~~~u;n~ft~~ :u~~~ec~~::!~eJf:jf~! 
~~~~~i:,~~13f~~ei~; ::~ ~i:~:;ds:~i::~":~~~on~ 
rounds". with add ons". 

The centre includes a He said there will be a 
Shell service stntion, con- feature arbor overred gum 
vcnicnce store, restaurant steps providing pedestrian 
with drive-through, and a ~ccess from Main Rd: a 
retail shop expected to be second feature arbor: sac­
a video outlet. ting overlooking the li-

hrary: ··a corrugated iron 
··we see Eltham Huh as cylindrical wall screening 

a unique new gateway 10 thesen·1ccyardatonecnd 
Eltham's town centre or the huilding, balanced 

de~i~hn~~ f~ ~~~;r~~~~~ ~fin~n~0 ~~o1·a~~dt~~;t~:; 
the surrounding buildin$s end": a raised circular 
and environment. said roor over 1he cafe allow­
Andrew Biacsi. spokes• ing natural light into the 

m~~11fori::t;~~:~~ a - " -air_w_, _11. ____ _ 

number of special features 
mcluding extensive land-
scaping and plan_tings or 
md1genous species. two 
feature arbors.seating and 
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BLEEDING HALTED: COMMISH 

"Since my entire fortune 
crashed on the floor of 

P1~~!~!atf!y 
business,fvebeen 

minding other people's." 

Apology 
to the Ferals 
THE so-called 'Ferals' 

fro':n°Niitu~tt:1~; 
HaJI.You11reca\lthe 
Municipal Memo­
Machme got caught 
with its codes down, 
when it identified the 
vocal veterans with the 
compute1file-nameof 
'Ferals'. 

We'd say they would 
be better known as the 
cave-people. CAVE: 
Committee Against 
Virtually~erytbingl 

Where there's 
smoke, there 
is fire .... 

More smoke than 
usual coming from the 
'Left Bank' at Satur­
day's St Andrews 

=~e:h~~~~~e~:'t 

~~:~8!~!~!1~ti: the 
Left's latest noise is 
complaining about local 
Councils comparing 
pncesfortheservJCeS 
they buy on behalf of 
ratepayers. 

w:i: g:~:01~J!i! 
back ... when we paid 
more, got less, but at 
leastitwasdoneby 
local people with 
Council '!)l>s_tor life. 

Horace hears! 
The Wright-wing 

bearsthatoneofthe 
'Notable Nillumbik 
Noises' hasn't paid: local 
government rates for 
years. Shire debt 
collectors are on the 
case. 

Gateway gossip 
Developers for the big 

sernce stat1on/Hungiy 
Jack's/v1deostore,m 
placeoftheoldEltham 
Shire offices, have put 
their plans on show 

They have enlisted 
former Premier John 
cain-aide Ken Hickey 
to assJSt With the public 
relations battle to 
establish 'Eltham Hub' 

Who, if anyone, owns 
that business name? 

And.incidentally, 
after seeing last month's 
closure of EJtham's 
Caltexservicestation, 
this month saw the 
Mobil shut. 

As of 'right' 
ne:sriPo~tth~cAVt bad 
people who don't want 
the super servo at 
Eltham's own sacmd site. 

p~~t !e_t:~e appeal 
agamstthedevelop­
ment, the use conforms 
w1ththeland'sioning 
0nlyexcept1on1sthe 
fourpetro!pumpsl 

THE haemorrhage of es­
calating municipal rate 
costs across Victoria has 

::~~ ~~!1!i!si:n~~0 Vf~ 

Chief Executive Barry 
Rochford and officers on 
theirscheduleofratesand 
charges for the 1996-97 
financial year. 

Heffernan told last 
week's meeting of Nil­
lumbik Shire Council. 

"Nillumbik is in a very 
strong position." 

Mr Heffernan's com­
mentscameashecompli­
mcnted Nillumbik Shire 

Mr Heffernan said the 
local government now in 
place was one which La­
bor Premier John Cain, 
Minister Jim Simmonds 
and Commission head 
Stuart Morris had been 

EL THAM MLA Wayne 

~:~~:!:Uf:te1J~~i1 ~~~ji 
which have been awarded 
grants to increase the study 
of language amongst stu­
dents. 

Mr Phillips said that grants 
have been awarded as fol­
lows: 
• Studies of Asia Grants 

~o)k~~.0;;;~ li~~'::~i;h 
School, $2172; Montmoren­
cy Secondary College, 
Sl200. 

• KEVIN ABBOIT, 
Ni/lumbik Commissioner 

G~aannJ~E7~h?:Pri~h:r~ ~~~:~ (?;;~~~i~n}.$~00~ 
Greenhills Pnmary School (Indonesian), $500. Sher-

?°LQ~;r~~~J!cf~~~~-a~~~::~•Ji!~School (Indo-
nesian/French), $2000; Montmorency Primary School 
(Indonesian), S8000. 

Studies of Asia resource grants were made available 
for _the purchase of teacher references, student texts, 
audio visual resources and computer software. 

in1~Z~Zi~:s~LQTJf~~~~~a~~~t~~l~~~~t:~:1:hi~~:~ 
extending the teaching of a language into VCE for the 
firs! tim~ .. or introducing a new language to increase 

op~r~~cl~e;c~~;~~u~ei~t:~creasing the opportunities 

f~rt~~0v~7aV1~0r!ep~~ti;::r!~:a;,0:1/;~?1W;/1:~~a;,:: 
Advertiser. 

"With Victoria incr~asingly doi~g more business with 

~~;t~~i~f v1~,~~~~· i~ ~:1~~~:~~t~it~~:t"t~:tciea~: 
lcnges ahead." 

PM praises Fran 
PRIME Minister John 
Howard last week praised 
McEwen MHR Fran Bailey 

~c~ctr;::t:rcroe::~~~=ti'~ 
'Supermarke t to Asia' 

st~~e~~~ard used his Ques­
tion Time reply last week to 

ii~~efo~~•~h~~~~e~~~tafif:ie~:; 
Bailey, as representative on a 
regionalarea.hadtakeninthe 
Governme!)t's "Supermarket 
to Asia" 1m11ative". ..,_.._ ,. _ _. __ _. 

Mr Howard said there were great opportunities to be 

:~~/~~a7s~~I~~~ a;f1;~~~1$yu!~l~~~r~\1i~!l;~sources 
He said the combination of enormous economic 

•. Horace Wright is a J!rowth and natural population increase in the Asia 
Nillumbik watcher. HIS Pacific region meant there were great opportunities 
opening quote is from to he won. 
'The Satires of Horace ·'The_ total East Asian food market is projected_ to be 
and Persius', 65·8 B.C. S68~ b1lhon by the turn of t_he century, S83 b1lhon of 

Eltham 'diMtfflfs~&fffl&i~fyaf~Rl:f~hfsiJ~~ig.au) 

fruct~~l:~jjs"st~~~~il(~Vin 
Abbott said the Order­
in-Council which had 
created Nillumbik Shire, 
was accompanied by a 
local government model 
which preferred Capital 
Improved Value rating 
across the State. 

This would produce the 

;~ ;~;;~~:, f ~:i~ nf o~ r?h~ 
adJustment of the quarter 
yearinthisninemonthfi-

na:~a~bb~\t o;a?duC~~~ 

Sir, 
The Nillumbik Council 

meeting of Wednesday, 
Augus1 21 ~as_ described 
by your Editorial as hav­
ing •• ... some disturbing 
parallels 10_ the pro1ests 
that s;rw a minority behave 
in such an un-Australian 
wayatFederalParliamen1 
last week". 

w~;ha~h!11!~r~~~ it~i; 
friends at that meeting, 

~~~u;l j:;¥aen~{11~~ ~~r;/-
i•ertiser, Sept._ 10) con­
tains the following: "Why 
couldn't the Commission­
ers have answered the 
questionsfromtheg.allery 
and explained their ac­
tions instead of running 
from the room?" 

Well, those of us who 
read The Advertiser know 
1hc answer 10 that one. To 
~uote vour Editorial (Aug. 

N~r;~~h/iist:c~!~ts~ 

~~~~rti i~p~;irtl~tf~~ 
Comm1ss1oner Kevin Ab­
botttodelivertheexplana­
tions some residen1s had 
demanded" and later" ... 
the Commissioners were 
refused a hearing". 

w:Ot~~t•~Sfhe~ec;~a,;:i~~ 
sioner Abbott tried to ex­
plain the Council's deci­
sion, he was interrupted." 

Mr Jorgensen has been 
accused in the past ofbe-

~riif,ifa;·~~~n'.~u~fl~~·~- h1i~ 
lc_llerlackscredibilityand 
his statements therein 
about Eltham Gateway 
should be seen in that 
light. 

- David Nolte, 
185 Lwr Heidelberg Rd 

East Ivanhoe 

Advertiser 
News Tips 
Telephone 

9439 9927 

missioners believed that. 
CIV represented a '"fair 
~en~.~quitable rating sys-

Chief Commissioner 
Don Cordell told the meet­
ing thal Nillumbik Shire 
was collecting the same 
amount of rates money for 
each type of property: 
"There will be some overs 
obviously. some unders." 

l\csaidtheratesreve­
nucforNillumbikCouncil 
wasthesame1hisrearas 
for last year, allowing for 
the odd quarter. 

'Double 
standards' 
Sir, 

Your columnist Rober1 
~arshall is undoubtedly 
mterested in democracy 
and Nillumbik Shire 
Council. Most of his arti­
c_lessincelastAprilmen­
tion one or both of these 
words. including his most 
recent column (Advertis­
er, Sept. JO). 

However, Robert Mar­
shall's double slandards 
are clear. He has chosen to 
iinore criticisms (a letter 
nght beside his column, 

::r~i~~st~ l~~ft~/~ec~: 
cratic principles in the 
former Eltham Shire 
Council. when he was a 
prominent councillor. 

Those criticisms in­
clude the Eltham Coun­
cil's de facto endorsement 
of an assault against a 
council worker by union­
ists, misuse of a Govern­
ment grant and a serious 
lack of community con­
sultation about a major 

p,~~\uestion this raises 
for me is one of integrity: 
• Does Robert Marshall 
defend all democracy or 
just when it suits him? 
• Does Robert Marshall 
have one rule for Nil­
lumbikShireCouncil and 
another for the former 
Eltham Shire Council? 

~~~:~~ ~c~~bc~Yr:!j~;!~:ga 
Sh:idowM1ms1crfor1hcAgcd. 
Fam,tyandCommunuyServ1ccs 

The Howard Government has abolished ope,atlonal 
subsidies for oomm.mlty based Kmg day care 

centresandlntroducedchargesforth<l 
payrmntoftheChlldCareRebate 

and Child Care Assistance 

What does this mean for you? 
When: 7.30pm, Friday, September 25 
Where: Eltham Child Care Co-operative 

Panther Place, Eltham 
Eltham. Melways Ref: 21. JS 

For further in_formation, please contact 
Jenny Maeklm's Office on 9459 1411 

What's On At 
Epping flam 
Shoppmg 
Cenfie 

That's fantastic ... there's so much happening at Ep· 

g~~e~~~,::r:r'r:~ ~!~in~hl~i~:~ stores have 
• Rare Beauty ror all of your beauty re9uirements; 
• Cookwork.s with a fabulous range of gift ideas and 
kitchen accessories. 

t:p~~~~~z~0~~~e 1~~~~~0:!~h~i~~und~~s~~~~ 
C4:lrner, Kearney's Shoes and Westco. Coming soon 
are Brown Gouge and Westpac Hank. 

The all new Epping flaia not only offers a fantas­
tic variety in shopping and conveniences, but Epping 
Plaz.a also has a great list of promotions for you to 
enjoy durin~ September. 

Now ~n IS t~e _great H_ome ~ow Expo. If you are 
renovatmg. building or simply improving your home. 
the Home Show Expo will give you great ideas. And 
don't forget, for household requirements, from table• 
cloths, towels, a1;>pliances, kitchen and bathroom ac• 
cessories, there 1s a huge range available al Epping 
fla,a. 

With the Spring/Summer Season now with us, all 

~~~~~;i~s~~l f~t~~:~1t~~v':~~nr~t:1u net~ 
date. Epfing Plaza has fashion for all the family, :fom 

:~!e~~wwi?h~t!bJe~ p,:~g:~ t!~~ 1~;~0!i!hi~r~l 

=~~~~C: ~~~~~~~w:~!~· !~t ~=~ :i:te;~~ 
until Saturday, Sept. 21, displaying the latest and 
greatest in fashion. 

me~nt0i~ h~~~:~;.w~:~:;,r; 2;.s~~~eT~e, ~e~i 

~r.:~; r;~~~ J~~I~: ~e~1 ~~~i;i!i1~t11 ~r~kl 
away food stores or eat-in at the food Piau.a. 
• Foi furthe;:Jnlormation about Epping Flam, 
please call 9401 411 /, 

- Ros Harris, 
Short Cut Rd, Eltham L._ ___________ ___; 

QUALITY $7 MEALS 
Mondaa:.:c~r~~~esday 

$10 BUDGET BUSTER DEAL 
includes Lun~tf5J:1~i'J;l J'~c~lde Change 

SAT. SEPT. Z8 - Grand Final Breakfast U'I li II If 1 n ~m, vnth Tum Haley & Teny Wallace SUN. OCT. 13 - Cliff & The Shadows 
SUN. OCT. 27 - The Echoes 

LADIES' NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY 
Champagne, Prizes, Finger Food 

Vmt Our Club - Wmner of The Licensed Clubs Award for the Best RSL 
• m Victona for the Second Successive Year • Bookings Advisable 

6 MORWELL AVE, WATSONIA 
PHONE 9435 4233 



A view of the proposed convenience centre in Eltham. 

Gateway to the future 
Plans on display, public comments sought 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

FUTURE visitors to Eltham could be 
greeK"d hy a sandstone-colored, three 
-level service station and conve­
nience store with red gum and corru­
gated iron features as the new "gate­
way to Eltham" if current plans for 
the development of the funner El­
tham Shire office sitc are approv«l by 
Nlllumbik Council. 

T_he council sold the property in 
Mam Rd to Dallas Price Properties 
Pty Ltd for $1.l million in June, 
making way for a proposed $4 mil­
lion, 24-hour Shell service station/· 
~~s~~~1~~~ store and Hungry Jacks 

Plansforthesitewereadvertisedin 
the Diamond Vaflcv Ncw.1· last 
Wednesday (September l I) as well as 
on site. but they were on view at 
Nillumbik Council for two weeks be­
fore that 

Contour Consultants spokesman 
Andrew Biacsi, who is in charge of the 
development, said the plans would he 
displayed formally fora 14-day peri­
od. enabling people to make sub­
roissions 

Mr Biacsi said the development 
was "sure to create a great deal of 
interest"' because from Main Rd it 
appearedtobeasinglelevelbuilding. 

"It actually has a total floor area of drive-through service lane for the The proposal has already received the lihrary and community centre 
about 1300 sq m over three levels, Hungry Jacks restau~an_t around the a mi~ed response from the rnmmuni- built which_ are quite distinguished in 
incorpornting a tak~-a_way I~ outlet upper leyel of the bu1ld1ng and sepa- ty, with members oftJ?e newly funned their own nght and created the whole 
and eat-in cafc fac1lit1es with seating ra!cd points ofau:ess olfMain Rd, he Eltham Gateway Action group lahel- ~ltham gateway, only_ to hayc 1t do_m­
for 80 people, an internal play gro!-[nd said. ling it a "monstrous ovcr-dcvel- 1natcd by a brightly ht service station 

~c;;dc:~1d~~-s~~r~;:M~asr:s, :11ity red:~~r;!t~~~y\!i~~~~aiJ~c;~~r! opment". 1ir~en':e~ns~iJ. Jack store." Mr 

6~~~-d~n~ai~ds~yiinJ~~~dJ:rn~v~; "ft may even have a na:i!:efe~~::~0tillei~~:i:~~ !0~i~ 

g•:~:~i~cgh;~~/J:iti,J :~in ~~~~;~j~:n~~ 11t~~~ieJ~~~1i~~~ detrimental effect on the ~~nnU:: J;c:;e roads for Shell and 
and substantial planting of indige- various shopkeepers 

trouble to enhance the nous trees. struggling to stay alive in 
look of the place and lo "The architects (Baldesso Cortese Eltham Village which 

f h:~~~:::i:t,::~~:a~ffh ~lu;~)t~a~~~1r!1c~ tfh! t~{ ~/\i! again will change the 
_ Contour Consultants place and to link the proposal in with culture of the township." 

spokesman Andrew Biacsi :fd. surrounding area," Mr Biacsi - Elt:~:::i::~::~on~ 

co~;c~~~s (!~u~r~~~~~ilin:e;he ;~z Sigmund Jorgensen 

The plans show an area of 2<X>sqm 
onthebuilding"slowerlcvclhasbcen 
set aside for community facilities. 
with access from the service lane at 
the rearofthebuildingonly. 

The proposal also includes four 
fuel pumps and an LP gas facility 
under a weatherproof canopy, 83 car 
parking spaces, a service yard, a 

vioususeofthesiteanditshistorical 
base, as well as its delicate position in 
relation to the Eltham town centre 
andtheneedtocomplementthesur­
rnunding buildings and environ­
ment." 

'·This is a planning issue now and 
as such it will go through a formal 
processofconsultation,enablingpeo­
ple to have their say before council 
makes its final decision." 

Group vice president Sigmund 
Jorgensen said the development was 
·•not in keeping with E!tham's posi­
tion as thecentreofthegreen wedge" 
and felt it was an "inappropriate use 
ofa wonderful piece of land". 

"It is ridiculous that we the rate­
payers paid so much money to have 

"Thearchitectshavetriedtoprelty 
up the proposal by planting lots of 
treesbutinrealitylhey'!\takeyearsto 
grow, and instead of a green gateway 
to Eltham we"ll be hit with the corpo­
rate red and yellow colors of Shell". 

From a planning point of view the 
proposal would also create a "mon­
strous problem" in terms of traffic 
and parking.he said. 

"It may even h~ve a detrimental 
effect on the vanous shopkeepers 
struggling to stay alive in Eltham 
Village which again will change the 
culture of the township,"' Mr 
Jorgensen said. 

NillumbikCouncil chief executive 
officer Barry Rochford said ht'. would 
reserve judgment of the proJX)sal un­
til he received "advice from council's 
professional planners" 

The best seats for the Ford Australian Open are at Optus World. 

ERICSSON GH218 
DIGITAL 

Greens borough 
69 Main Street. 
Phone: 9432 9344 

At Optus World we not only make communications simple, we make seeing the Ford Australian Open tennis 
simple too. 

Buy any of our great range of sensationally priced digital phones, such as the Ericsson 218 fdr $59,* or just 
connect to the Optus digital network and you're automatically in the running to win two tickets to the Ford 
Australian Open Final Series, valued at over $500. 

You and a lucky partner could be watching Agassi, Sampras and other stars battle out the finals. That's right, 
all the Finals - Quarters, Semis and Finals. Men's and Women's and Doubles, And all you need to do is 
communicate with us. Entries at the store. Competition closes 31110/96. 

(~OPTUS 
~ Wo,r/d. 

~awl)<.-.:Wi,ig ___ ,olod,yPlan75.$65 __ • ioe>ndmonrt.y>«=r-<lf$7S.MnITT.mto<alcosta,e,-12"'°"""'.-.:lud"l:--· >ndx«»loe<, io Eri=oo21B$1024(1fl<AJdeo'4''° 
$600p ... ;,,~a1,;~f--· •-~1or12-· -rrion1m$-IOOex1n.i<pa)'>ble.'YVhile>towi..t.l..rnit~pe,<u,.,,,,,....W......,..w;1be?,lblishe<l"1Tho_...,on_«b)I Ncw.mber6.19%. 

LEADER COMMUNITY CLASSIFIEDS 9875 8000 



Policy 
limits 
event 
signs 
NILLUMBIKCouncil has 
adopted its new policy for 
community event adver­
tising signs. 

Nillumbik's manager of 
development approvals 
Michael Bismire said the' 
new policy would allow 
onlythreesignsadvertis­
rng any one event except 
for major shire events 
which would be permitted 
up10s1xs1gns 

Major events include 
the Nillumbik Festival. 
Diamond Creek Town 
Fair. Mon\salvat Jau Fes­
t\val and Warr~ndyte Fes-
1tval. Mr B1sm1re s.a1d the 
policy nominated sc:ven 
approved sites where pro­
moterscouldputadvertis­
ingsignsthat metsizeand 
design specifications. 

He said promoters 
could apply to erect signs 
at other locations. 

v'E-r 
CARE 

~ 
)'i0J!ffi~ 
For spa pools, 

hot tubs & 
spa baths ------- \ll\Cl>\ 

( l\O~~ ,._~-t\\\\ ) 
\ G\\~----
Available from approved fi 

Spa Salution j 
Stockists i 

For more information~ 
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Council 'arrogant' 
on ward option: MP 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

NILLUMBIK Council's recent de­
cision to adopt a five 
single-councillor-ward option in 
the face of strong opposition, has 
been labelled "arrogant" by Yan 
Yean MP Andre Haermeyer. 

representative body - not a com­
pany boar_d," Mr Haermeyer said_. 

"lntrymgtotreatthecounc1I 
like a board of directors on a 
business they (the commissioners) 
forget that it is a wide-spreading 
municipality made upofa number 
of communities with a diversity of 
interests they are representing. 

But Mr Haermeyer said it was 
more a case of "phony can­
vaSSing". 

Elections 

"It's absolutely outrageous and 
arrogant for the commissioners to 
s.ay they've consulted the commu­
nity and then over-ride what the 
community wants," Mr Haerme­
yer s.aid. Mr Haermeyer has called on the 

government to intervene in the 
council'sdecisiOn to alter the ward 
boundaries. following a farcical se­
quence of events at a recent coun­
cil meeting (DV News, August 28). 

Members of the gallery took 
over the council chamber and con­
ducted their own meeting after 
Nillumbik commissioners and the 
chief executive officereouncit offi­
cers fled the chamber and barri­
caded themselves in another room, 
after passing the unpopular option. 

"By necessity many people and 
many areas will be effectively 
disenfranchised and robbed of a 
voice on council." 

"They (!he new council) will be 
clcaningupthismesslongafterthe 
commissioners have gone back to 
their own municipalities - a long 
way from here." 

The commissioners voted for 
five single-councillor wards to be 
introduced when council elections 
return in March, 1997. Triennial 
elections and attendance voting 
were also adopted. 

Mr Haermeyer suggested the 
best way to ensure a legitimate 
process would be put in place 
would be for "the community to 
have a vote on this". 

But Nillumbik chief executive 
officer Barry Rochford said as far 
as the council was concerned the 
final decision had been made and 
it was now up to Planning and 
Local Government Minister Rob 
Maclellantoratifythedecision. 

Mr Haermeyer described the 
council's decision as "overstep­
pingthefairlyfundamentalprinci­
plesofdemocracy". 

"A local council is meant to be a 

At the time the council's chief 
commissioner Don Cordell told 
DV News that the decision was 
made following "extensive consul­
tation" with "all residents' views 
being canvassed twice". 

The best decision 
you will ever make 

for your child. 
Babies, toddlers and pre-schoolers are 
smarter than you think. The first years of life 
are vitally important for later success in 
school. 
GymbaROO, the leader in movement 
programs and Parent Education, provides 
FUN & LEARNING under professional 

~~~:~~h shows that 25% of children under­
achieve at school. Try to ensure that your 
child is not one of them. 

3/4 hour weekly LOTS of FUN 
for EVERYONE 

BOOK NOW FOR TERM 4 
Phone your local centre 

• Shopping1own 
Doncaster/Doncaster 
East 

·:=ii':!1 
•Moorootbark/Croydon 

97268740 98402900 
• Box HIii North 

98785210 
•Camberwell 

98787573 
•MIEIIZ-11 

95512061 

•Kew 
98484390 

• Eltham/Greensbol'Ol.lgh 
94395283 

• Berwick 
95608612 

•GlenWaverley 
98020968 

•Rowvllle 
97631303 

•Ivanhoe 
94329544 

•Brighton 
95230764 

•Malvern/5th Yan-a 
98661892 

• 5th Melbourne 
95962100 

Franchises avallable phone 
Bill (03) 9699 7171 

GymbaROO International 
60centres 

established since 1982 

YOUR room with 
• under $600 

We have designed this 
package to complement 
your home and it has 
become one of our best 
styles, it will transform any 
room. 
Fabrics are coated to save 
you separate lining, 
workmanship comes with a 
lifetime guarantee. On 6 
window packages based on 
window 170 x 220 cm long. 
It includes pelmets, 
curtains, tracks 
and tie backs. 

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

CLEARANCE SALE 
(ENDS28/9/96) 

Prices SLASHED on digital mobile phones and 
office machines! The range of deals on digital 

mobiles is too great to list here; 
call in for our incredible deals! 

• SAMSUNG Sf-40 FAX MACHINE ,ftfW-$4tt- SALE PRICE S375 
• SAMSUNGSf-500FAXMACHINEiTRM489- SALEPR!CE$44D 
• SAMSUNGSF-1505FAXMACHINEf!RP--$599 SALEPRICE$525 
• SAMSUNG Sf-2800 FAX MACHINEftRMffl- SALE PRICE $639 
• VOCAVF·240fAXMACHINE-ftRP-tf99 SALEPRICE$659 
•PANASONIC"EASA·PHONE"ffRP--Sffi- SALEPRICES100 

'STRICTLY WHILE STOCKSTAST ·l!MfTED STOCK DNLY 

PlENTY COMMUNICATIONS 

., 
~,, .. 

ONLV$4178 _ 
TASMANIAN OAK DOORS 

(Ex-factory. Appliances not included) 

TASMANIAN OAK doors with Formica bench 
and oak bench edging. The "U" shape kitchen 
above measures 11' x 1 O' with a 7' return break­
fast bar. The interiors are fully laminated and all 
hardware is of top quality, in fact, all you would 
expect in a kitchen twice the price. 

WHAT'S THE CATCH? The catch is delivery and 
installation are extra (if you don't wish to do it 
yourself). Approx $430-that's the only catch. 

WHY are our prices so low? Smith & Smith cabi­
net makers is an old-fashioned firm that works on 
low overheads and low margins and with the aid 
of modern_ computer technololgy is able to give 
you low prices. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS and see for yourself. 
All our displays have clearly marked prices. Over 
400 varieties of laminates, timber and timber 
veneer to choose from. 

FREE QUOTES- no charge, no obligation. 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Colony urtains 
·~ 

CAMBERWELL: 755 Aiversdale Ad TEL 9836 9444 
ROWVILLE: 23 Laser Ove TEL ~?~}J1~~3[)f 

Factory 3/66 Railway Road, Blackburn 
PH: 9877 3033 (9·5 Mon-Fri, 9·12 Sat) 

FANTASTIC 
TASMAN 

MEATS 
fRUIT AND VEGETABLES 
CONTINENTAL BREAD 

DELICATESSEN 

WHOLESALE PRICES, 
DIRECT TO PUBLIC 

Tasman Wholesalers also 
sell direcl to: 

RESTAURANTS 

TAKE AWAY OUTLETS 

HOTELS 

CATERING SERVICES 

UNIVERSITIES 

TRADING HOURS 
MON-THURS 
FRI 
SAT 
SUN 

7AM-6PM 
7AM-7PM 
7AM-3PM 
9AM-2PM 

TASMAN WHOLESALE 
1235 PLENTY ROAD MERNDA 

PHONE 9717 3906 
FAX 9717 3933 
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19 on council inquiry list 
Nl!.LllMBIK Council has cs1ah­
lished ..i specilK list of people 
including the ch icre:,,;ecutive ofa 
neighhoring council. whose inqui­
ries will he deJll with only hv the 
shire ·s chief commissioner or chief 
C~CCUliVC" officer 

Council group managers and 
m.111..igc~ were instructed on Fri­
d:1y. Septemh(or 6. that questions 
from !9 pcopll' were to he dealt 
with only hy IEO Barry Rochford 
or chief commissioner Don 
Cordell 

Mr Rol'11lord last wed denied 
1h.11 the list ,,,.as an anempt 10 
cc11sor countil 1nform:uion 

The {)I Nt·11·1 has obtained J. 

copy vf the !ist. which was no! 
printl'd on council letterhead and 
did not have any written ins1ruc-

lions Thosc:. listed mfludc B:rn~u­
lc Council CEO Doug Owens and 
h1swife.formcr[hhamcouncillor 
M.iry Grant, members of the Dem­
ocrntic Nillumbik Assoc1:ttion 
/DNA) .ind the Eltham Gateway 
Ac11on Group. and local ide11tities 

Mr Rochford said there was 
··nothing sinister or special about 
the list .. ; il was just one of a ·•wide 
rangeofmanagemen! lists. part of 
management protoccr· rn exis-
1cncc. He s..1id iL wm a,md at 
rnsuring ··a con~istcnt m!'~s.ige" 
was given to ~opk JSking similar 
questions of rounl·il officer~ 

Ensuring a consistent message 
was not t·ensorship. Mr Rochford 
said. b,xause "c~erything ulti­
ma!e!v hecomes puhhc anyway'· in 
local !overnment 

He said the 11~1 •JS J!!.(J de 
signed to save council othcers 
wasting time on dup!icJ\ed 
questions. 

"There's a group of people ask­
ing a lot of very similar quesho11s 
and it is imponant 1ha1 council 
officers not be distracted from 1 

their JOhs. lo he fair lO the full 
55.000 or so ratepayers." M r 
Rochford -;aid 

He .">a1d !he council"~ restriction 
was realistic. given how 1:'iusy bot h 
he and Mr Cordell were. hecau,<" 
they had made a cornmitmen1 ar,d 
would make the i1me available J 

the people on the lrst 
Mr Owens. the Ban}ule C [ O 

was overseas ;;nd 1101 avail. ible fo1 

- JODIE GUEST 
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BOB CAT, BACK HOE, 
HOLE BORER 

Fork Lift Attachments 
TIPPER FOR HIRE 

Experienced Operator 
Phone 9459 5711 

Mobile 019 173 849 
Valley Maintenance Services 

Eltham is 
wonderful 
Sir, 

Over the past few 
weeks much has been 
written about the happen­
ings in Nillumbik, espe­
cially in relation to the old 
Shire offices, Sometimes i 
feel that the three Spring 

:it~~e~~~Pha~:te~nc~~:~1; 
which includes the ex• 
punging of Eltham as an 
identifiable place - but I 
am sure this is my own 
paranoia. 

I have summarised the 
events around 1he sale and 
planned redevelopment of 
1he Shire Offices as fol­
lows, and indicate the lev­
el of problem that I per­
sonally perceive: 

HARVEY'S LICENSED 
GROCERY 

CARLTON DRAUGHT 
CANS OR MIDNECKS 

POWERS 
'ICE' BEER 

30 VALUE 
PACK 

6 EXTRA 

CANS 

• Melbourne Bitter 
• Fosters Lager 

• Vic. Bitter 
750ml Bottles 

• As no party can be 
found to take on the build­
ing, it is put up for sale by 
tender - 110 real problem, 
although I suspect they 
might have tried a little 
harder. 

• June 26, (Ni!lumbik 
Shire) CEO Barry Roch­
ford tells the world that 
the building is riddled 
with asbestos - yet he has 

~ ~~fc~~~~i~1a~~!~ 1;~~~ 
the asbestos! Now why 
would the vendor (Nil­
lumbik) allow their CEO 
to talk down the property 
that they hold in trust, 
when they knew what he 
said wasn't supported by 
th~ r~port the)'. had com­
m1sswned? - big problem. 

• Two tenders ,irrive: one 
for $1,1 million, Dallas 
Price; and the other for 
around $900,000 from 
John Lordon. They chose 
the highest tenderer -
some problem here in that 
the Dallas Price develop­
ment was not suitable for 
the site. the Lordon pro­
posal seemed more appro­
p_riate as it was less 1~1tru­
s1Ve on the local environ­
ment, M he wanted to use 

the cxistin$ b~ilding. 
• With Lemfymg urgency, 
and despite the fact that 
the sa!e is dependant on 
the granting of the build­
ing permit, the Council i~­
sues permits and indemm­
ties to have the building 
demolished, even thOugh 
the losing tenderer w~s to 
use the existing bui!dmg­
h11ge problems here. 
• Suddenly the Council 
shows a renewed interest 
in putting in the ro.unda• 
hout at the intersecuon of 
Dudley Street and Main 
Ro:id. This will mean the 
destruction of the W:lr 
Memorial Garden at the 
Pre-School, Maternal and 
Child Health Centre -
more big problems.I 
• Rumors float around the 
Lown that the real agenda 
for the l:md covered by the 
old E!tham Shire Offices, 
the Senior Citizens Hall. 
the Dental Clinic and the 
War Memorial Gard{n and 
Pre-School. Maternal ar1 
Child Health Centre are to 

~ireg~~~~~:~:n1t~~i~eh 
would cover the whole site 
- real problems with tlzis 
idea - which would totally 
fragment the shopping 
centre. 
• The Nillumbik budget 
papers show that t~e mon• 
cy from the sale 1s to be 
used to 'beautify' the main 
street in Eltham - the only 

ft~~t~~:i:k~tfcxJ.e(i~i~~i~ 

Custard tart politics 
and faulty powers 

e.EdiLOr.) 

case to the sale ol the 
Eltham Shire Offices site). 
Could one~ forgiven for 
p~ssibly thinking that this 
might have been a bit of a 
sop for both the Eltham 
Chamber of Commerce, 
which had tirelessly lob-

~~c~a~~r :hctu~~i??id;~i 
Eltham. Also 1t might be 
seen as a possible way of 
allaying community angst. 
• Interestingly, the "Con­
cept Plan for the E' ,ham 
Town Centre" shows r') 
roundabout at Dudley 
Street. The pl~n indicates 
that the Shire offices 
should be re-designed as a 
landmark quality building 
to reinforce the Gateway. 
llo hum! "!ore proble1.11s. 
• Am I being too cynical 
when I ask• why docs our 
Council employ consu!L-

~~:fc;':f:~1~.f ti~~ t~~ 
asbestos: Kilpatrick & As­
sociates; with the Town 
Plan: JQhn Curtis P/L. 

I have lived in Eltham 
;ul my l!fc and I am terri­
bly afraid that the culture 

of the place is changing, 
with some wanting lo dc-

~~J~ni~tri;~~n~. \~~li~~~ 
they offer in place is arid. 
close, ummaginative ~nd 
unspect;icul:ir. Eltham 1s a 
wonderful place. let's not 
destroy it! 

As a child I c::in remem­
ber towns like Ringwood, 
Croydon and Fe~ ,tree 
Gully - all have. m rrv 
view, been lost to had dc-

~\~r~_a;i !~!~kti;~1 g~;J 
referred to as "the great 

Au~~~~i:l~is0 ~::~~!~'be in-
evitable or can we not in 
some way rethink and 
~~;r~. up with better an-

de~3'.1\1 l~~:f1~i~1i:w:n1;~ 
that change can bring: hut 
change has been carefully 

~1/;~r:}o~~~ ~~~ cs~t~~e 
• Sigmund Jorgensen, 

Eltham Gateway 
Action Group Inc, 

7 Hillcrest Ave, 
Eltham 



Shire of Nillumb.ik •. 
Planning and Envirorunmt Act 1987 

OBJECI1ON TO GRANT OF PLA.'INING PERMIT 

WHO JS ORJECI1NG7 

EL THAM DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC . 

RECEIVED 

C (N.mc:iiliblo:klclr.cr,), _____________________ _ 

of (Ad.ckc:.), ______ P_.o_._s_o_x_l_3_7_EL_T_H_A_M ___________ _ 

,__C,.,R:.::U:.::S:.::S:.::E::,L::,L~Y"-E0:::Mc::Ac.:;Nc:.•:.....:S:.::E:.::Cc,cR:.::E:.::T:.::A:.:.RY.:..!-1 ___ Fax No. :. ________ _ 

Postcode ome) 

WHAT APPLICATION DO YOUORTFrTTQ? 

WHAT IS TIIE PERMIT APPUCA'IfON NUMBER? .. __ ca9.D6.,0.o.3.L1u.6 _____ _ 

WHAT IS PROPOSE)? PETROL STATION, CONVENIENCE SHOP, RETAIL 

SHOP ETC. 

WHAT LAND is PROPOSED TO BE USED OR DEVELOPED? _____ _ 

895 MAIN ROAD ELTHAM 

WHOL~ APPUED FOR TIIE PERMIT? __ D"'A"'L"'L°'A:.::Sc..cP..cR:.::I.::C.::E....::.HO=:M:.::E:::S::_:P:..;T:..;Y:..;. __ 

WHAT ARE THE REASONS FOR YOUR ORJECTION7 

see- "'-T--.st::, 

.. 

. ./ 

• ' ~~ 
<If there is not enom?h room. attach a se:,ara~e.) 

7 
EITham Dislricl Hislor icalSocrnty (elthamhistory.org.au) 



REASONS FOR OBJECTION. APPLICATION 960376 

The proposal should provide for the retention and protection of the 

three Cypress or Pencil Pine trees near the front of the site. These 

trees have considerable local heritage significance being the only 

remnants 0f the former garden of Shillinglaw Cottage in the original 

location of the cottage. The trees are beleived to be over 100 years 

old. Photos taken early this century show them as established trees, 

taller than the cottage. The trees were specifically preserved during 

construction of the former Eltham Shire Office. The Shire of Eltham 

Cultural Her'itage Study recommends preservation of the trees and it is 

understood this recommendation will be carried over to the Nillumbik 

Cultural Heritage Study. 

We beleive that the trees should be preserved by lowering the level of 

the building forecourt and altering the site layout. A se€ond best 

option would be to provide wells around the trees in conjunction with 

raising surrounding surface levels. Whilst we would prefer relocation 

of the trees rather than destruction this would devalue the signific­

ance of the trees to a large extent. 

Council should request a report from its Heritage Consultant prior to 

making a decision on this matter. 

Eltham District Hisl0<ical Soci~ty (elthamhlstory.Ofg.au) 
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Minister orders sale probe 
by JODIE GUEST 

TI-IE Local Government and Planning 
Minister, Rob Maclellan, has ordered an 
independent investigation into the valua­
tion and sale of the fo,mer Eltham Shire 
offices. 

Mr Maclellan ordered that the Office 
of the Land Monitor look into the cir­
cumstances of the sale after meeting a 
depuwtion of local politicians, residents 
and activists in his office last Thursday. 

But the results of the investigation will 
not be made public because the Land 
Monitor's office will report to a Cabinet 
sub-committee which oversees sales of 
major public assets, and all Cabinet deal­
ings are ~i~£\.!!\.~~r1Jlt,\;.,v~1;i 

from Freedom of lnfonnation requesK 
Mr Maclcllan's spokesman would not 

comment when asked if the findings 
would be made public if it was found that 
any impropriety had surrounded the sale. 

Eltham MP Wayne Phillips, other 
politicians, Eltham Gateway Action 
Group president Jenni Mitchell, Demo­
cratic Nillumbik Association spokesman 
Marie Bums, fonner Eltham councillor 
Ken Hint:S and Green Wedge Protection 
Association spokesman Jack Lawson 
made up the delegation. 

The Minister's spokesman. Gavan 
Clancy, confirmed Mr Maclellan had 
asked the Office of the Land Monitor -
which oversees all real estate sales by 
state government agencie..c; - to investi-

gate the sale of the fonner shire offices. 
Mr Clancy said the Minister had not 

specified a time by which the Land Moni­
tor's report was to be completed. 

1be Eltham Gateway Action Group 
(EGAG), which vigorously opposed the 
demolition of the offices after the sale, 
has greeted the investigation with jubila­
tion. 

After being on the market for eight 
months, the old shire offices were sold to 
Dallas Price Properties in late June for 
$1.1 million, despite being valued at 
$1.45 million by Herron Todd White Va­
luers Victoria. 1be sale came a week after 
the council announced that the building 
contained asbestos, which would cost at 
least $200,000 to remove safely. 

At the time. council chief c;,;ecutive 
officer Barry Rochford told Diamund 
\iilley News the building was "reason­
ably riddled with asbestos and asbestos 
products" (News, June 26). 

But the EGAG subsequcnlly ques­
tioned Mr Rochford's comments, saying 
a consultant"s report released in February 
had stated the asbestos risk was minor. 
1be group said the report, by occupation­
al hygiene and ergonomic consultants 
Kilpatrick and Associates, stated that 
while asbestos was present in the build­
ing, it fell into the "low/negligible" risk 
category. 

lbe offices were demolished in July 
and Dallas Price Properties proposes ,o 
build a $4 million service station/conve-

nience store, Hungry Jack"s restaurdllt 
and video shop development on the site. 
Plans for the proposed development arc 
on display at the Nillumbik offices and 
the council is due Lo consider a planning 
permit application at its meeting on 
Oc1aber9. 

EGAG president Jenni Mitchell said 
she was delighted the Minister has decid­
ed to launch the independent investiga­
tion. 

"We're very satisfied with the outcome 
of the meeting," Ms Mitchell said. 

Mr Rochford said last week he "wel­
comed" the inquiry and was "quite con­
fident the investigation would prove 
council had acted with the highest degree 
of integrity". 
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lt4MOMM4 ,I Letters 

Headline could mislead 
GREENS BOROUGH 

Cnr Main & Hailes Sts 
COMMERCIAL 

FOR LEASE 
FIRST FLOOR OFFICES 

a 
NILLUMBIK 

NOTICE OF INFORMATION 

SESSIONS FOR DRAFT 
MUNICIPAL STRATEGIC 

STATEMENT 
Council baa pTepared a dTaft. Municipal St.Tategic 
Statement (MSS) a.s part. of the overall planning 
reform program. The MSS establishes the broad 
principles for future land use development of the 
municipality. 
Council is holding two infoTmation &ell8ion.s to 
discUS8 the MSS. The information sessions will 
be held on Thursday 17 October and Monday 
21 October, 1996 from 7.30pm to 9.30pm in 
the Reception Room at Nillumbik Shire Offices, 
Civic Drive, Greensborou_gh. 
Please confirm aUendance by Tuesday 14 
October, 1996 by contacting Ms Lisa Ryan on 
9488 3212. 

2 

Barry P. Rochford 
Chief Executive Officer 

NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL 

CLEANING OF FIRE 

HAZARDS AND 

FIREBREAKS 
CoNTRACT No 96/ 97 - 036 

Tenders are invited from experienced contractors 
fur the clearing of fire haurds and firebreaks 
throughout the municipality. 
Jn carrying out the work, contractors shall 
provide all nece68ary supervision labour, materi­
als, equipment. and plant. 
Further information and copy of the Tender 
Documents may be obtained by contscting Ms 
Vanessa Di Pietro on telephone (03) 9433 3301 at 
the Council Offices. 
A non-refundable doeume1it fee of $50.00 will 
apply. 
Tenders close at 4.00pm on Monday 28th October 
1996. 
Tenders received aft.er the cloeing time or by 
facsimile WILL NOT be considered. The lowest 
or any tender shall not necessarily be accepted. 
An in-house bid MAY be aubmltled. 
Canvassing of Commissioners, Tender Evaluation 
Panel Members OT any officer of the Council 
either diredly or indirectly will disqualify 
Tenders from being considered. 

Sir, 
lwishlorefertothehead­

line 'minister orders sales 
probe in the Diamond Valley 

N~i~~a~firle could give 
their.dicationthattheM1ms­
ter and I have some con­
cerns about the handling of 
thesaleoftheformerEltham 
Shire offices. 

I would like to inform the 
oommur\itythatthisisootthe 
case. As the local State 
Member for Eltham, it i~ my 
role to facilit~te deputations 
to Ministers irrespective of 

my~;~Ji~~ v1~:!a1e of the 

Memo Editor: 'The 
Advertiser' is a forum 'for 
personal attacks, muck 
dredging, mud-slinging, 

innuendo and 
false accusations' 

Editor (on 1~!:;\~e~1r::1:Je6a~::if~~i;;:~•s iu:~13~:dJ~ 

roe:~;fr~6~~1a!ria1~~t ~i~rir~~;~;, h:i~8e~~•~p~ih!~~~I~ 
becauseyoua_ndyouroff-siderswnte~manyofthoselet• 
tars. I don'twnte the Letters to the Ed1tor;you do. I'm glad 
you've decided it's time to "calm down and behave in a civi­
lised manner·. 

Claire's letter is on a fridge 
Sir Point taken, tit for tat. Your response to my facetious letter 
io Horace Wright (Advertiser, Oct. 1) • ·1 promise to lake care 

~a0s~~r!..i~:~1: ~~ t~i::~e1:~i~~ t~1~~; 

::~:~:~:p~=~~:i~i~~ri~~t~~~~eng~1~t:1oo7n~ 
to terms with thal is to cast doubt on .!11 sanity publ1dy, then 
alas, I do form opinions from such shat" 

en~!t/nt~~o~~~~~an~t!~:nse \a~~ 1::e ~;;,~to~u~~ 
had a recent one on his fridge, secured by a magnet. Horace 
seems to be a rather vigilant stone throw.er. I have enough in 
my garden. Thanks. 

• Claire Lenne, 90 Patullos Lane, Hurstbridge 

Landscape bond: fact or fiction? 
SirHorace Wright s_eems to be a very knowledgeable fellow. 

~~::,~ fuh:~~:rh~t:r:s~~ &ii\~=~~Zn1~ ~~'a~~ ~ii~,~~31~; 
planning department of t~e Nillumbik Council about their role 

~t:~1~~s~j~ :~~~i~:jfh~l~~~;~~~~~1t1 s3:eon~ 
beheldovertwoyears,wasamyth. 

in t~~b?:!!~ ~~fl!~ re:~ u:n !~~e1,~~:S:nfs tns:i~~ 

~':1~~~:~i~~~. ~~~i~Te~~~a~n~ :~=~~~ f: 
a !i~~v~h~;i!"~ts is provided b)' the Shire for people to 
use in their gardening plans. I have 11 on bona fide green au• 

:~1::~! ~~i:s~~~e~~=~~rclen~r~ 
garden permirl: issued al the same time as a b11llr: permit. 

• Alma Shanahan, P.O. Box 354, Hurslbridge 
===----- ----=-efy (elthamhislory.org.au) 

Barry P. Rochford 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

!armer Shire Offices, I be­
:ieve that the Commissioners 
have acted in the best inter­
est of the wider community 
andlhavenodoubtthatlfley 
havecompliedwilhallstatu-

toi :~/~~e8~~ng for me 

~~r~iirr~~hoen fo~r=~~~~ 
sta11anandconvenience 
store, however, if one is re­
quiredlwouldpreferittobe 
locatedonamainroadinthe 
commercial precinct on in­
dustrialoroommercialzoned 
land like the former Shire 
Officesite. 

T 

por1ant thal due process 
lakes place. 

-Wayne Phillips, 
Member for Ellham, 

Arthur St, Ettham 

UNFORTUNATE 
Sir, 

As Chairman of Commis­
sioners of the Nillumbik 
Shire, I reaffirm Nillumbik's 
position of protect_ing the. 
Green Wedge of N1llumbik 
and ensuring that any long 
termsolutionstolrafficman­
agementintheareaaresym­
pathetictotheShire. 

The comments made by 
Banyule City Council's Chair­
man of Commissioners, Mr 
Julian Stock, were unfortu-

I 
(DVN, Oct. 2). 

Nillumbik Shire Council 
recogrises thalthere needs 
lo be an holistic solution de­
veloped lo deal with transport 
that will see vehicular trans­
port, from the port to the air­
port, deah with property and 
would welcome involvement 
in any discussions on the 
matter. 

I would stress the point 
that this 'MlUlcl be only uilder­
taken in amsultation with afl 
involved parties. I believe 
thallhematteroftheoverall 

~~gsfyefc1i~~i~n~ld~~ 
forw~rdtothisbodY.OOnsult­
ingwrththeNillumbikShirein 
due course. 

Finallyllookforwardto 
seein1theresultsoftheRe­
giona Working Party which 
aealswithregionalroadstrat­
egies. 

- Don Cordell, 
Chairman 

o1 Commissioners, 
Nillumbik Shire Council, 

Greensborough 

• Wall•To-Watl Carpets. Partitioning, 
Air Conditioning, Central H1>ating, 570 sq. ft 

• Recently Renovated, W'N Carpets, Partitions. 
Central Heating, 910 sq. ft. 

For details ring 
BRUCE S. llEAM (ESSENDON) PTY LTD 

2 Ruuell Street, Essendon 
PHONE 9370 7744 

Advertiser Ads Pay 
Phone 9439 9927 

a 
NILL'UMBIK 

QUESTION TIME 
AT COUNCIL 

MEETINGS 
The Council sets a.side time at iLs meeting to 
consideT written submisaions submitted by the 
public gallery. These are collected at 6.l_Spm on 
the night of the Council Meeting. Questions 
received after this time will not be considered at 
that Council Meeting. 
Where poseible, answers will be given at the 
meeting, but on oecasiona a written reply may be 
neceseary. 
Please Note: 
(al The person signing the question form will 

be requiTed to indicate his or her pres­
ence in the gallery. 

(b) There is a limit of two questions per 
person. 

1. Members of the public present in the gallery 
will be permitled to ask questions of the council 
when the item "Queations from the Public 
Gallery" is dealt with as it appears on the 
BUBinese Paper provided that questions are 
submitted in writing by 6.15pm on the night or 
the Council Meeting. 
2. Question& must be eitheT answered, placed on 
notice or disallowed. 
3. Questions may be disallowed by the chairpu­
son upon the grounds that they: 
i) relate to a matter outside Council power; 
ii) are defamatory. indecent, abusive or 

objectionable in language or obscene; 
iii) are repetitive of a question already 

answei-ed whetheT at the ea.me OT an 
earlier meeting 

iv) are asked to embarrHBS a Commissioner 
ortheOfficeTconcemed;or 

v) relate lo a matter which the Council 
has discussed or proposes to discuss after 
cloeing the meeting to members of the 
public in accordance with Section 89 (2) 
of the Local Government Act. 

SUBMISSIONS 

Council reminds all residents and ratepayers 
that ell submissions csll for by Council must be 
received prior to the time specified or they will 
not be considered. e.g. Sec 223 Submissions. 

Barry P. Rochford 
Chief Exec1.1tive Officer 

QUALITY $7 MEALS 
Monda&.:;::~:~esday 

$10 BUDGET BUSTER DEAL 
indudes Lun~~B'n~~i1~ /ITnc~lde Change 

SAT. OCT.15 • Shane St James -im:notist mri 11\f1 ''j ~,, n ~~N~~ ;,~:°dy~;~.~~,TI)f;hi' Day 

LADIES' NIGHT EVERY TUESDAY 
Champagne, Prizes, Finger Food 

VJS1t Our Club Winner of The Licensed Clubs Award for the Best RSL 
rn Victoria for the Second Successwe Year • Bookings Advisable 

6 MORWELL JIVE, WIITSONIII 
PHONE 9435 4233 



reafo,ed, we will in fact have a 
shopping centre there that 
shouldmaketheElthamtraders 
very nervous. 

Few jobs 
for young 

Our shopping centre then 
I BRING 10 your attention the runs the risk of becoming fur­
misinformation circulated via ther fragmented and again peo-

;~i f~~;t;:~;Ifs~:~~ i~t,~::::~::7::::::~.":: 

ist's impression" showing no 
26-foot-high sign. Watch out for 
a dwarfing of the library by this 
overdeve\opment. 

M11.rg11.re1Jennings, 
Slanley Ave, 

Ellham. 

The whole 
truth 

Offices "'"""h"ebosi"es~sthatw, LETTERS 

jo~hr~r: o:~~~~~;!~~1{. Th1~ e~e~
0i;r0:i'0~:;i:E:~ha~;::_e can Letters to the Editor musi be ~t~~f~tp~h mbi~~~~1 

have lost jobs through recent According to the architect, signed and supplied with a full Valley News. the glossy bro-
closures at Ca\tex and Mobil "there will be up to 15 full-time name, address and a cootad chure, Eltham Hub. 
and will lose more through the jobs", but these will come at phone number lor validation Knowing the contentious na-
intended closure of the other expense to other businesses in purposes. Prelerence is given ture of this subject. as you 
two Shell stations in Eltham. Eltham. to legible letters of no more would, it is difficult to under-

~u?J!~~ ~r:fI~!;~;1l~if~~ m:~~lt~f~~:;c~~~\!a;i;\~ ~an ~~i::-~;:.serw ;:n!~~~:~~fs~:rir. add-

that this matter is due to come 
before !he planning committee 
on October 9. 

When will somebody associ• 
a1edwiththisven1ureacquain1 
ratepayers of the truth, the 
whole truth and nothing but the 
truth? 

AlanN.Ramsay, 
Ryans Rd, 

Eltham. 

Edi!Ol"'S nole: The Diamond 
Valley News contracted to dis­
tribute the pamphlet. This, 
however, should not be taken as 
our endorsement of the devel-
opment. 

Protecting 
wedge 

same level of employment as visible from the road, with a 26 Readers can nc,,v send their The brochure reads as though 

:~~~;~r~=lt~~f~esps~~rat:~ ~~ln (~d i:e~r~i ::r ~ifiru;~ ::~:1too/0E~~:;~~=-~ ~~~c~~~~:;~lefi~i:~~C:~f~i· ~~n~:~gh~~~lu~b~~hl~~~ 
had. nated 24 hours, but the building As reported on Page 7 of your I reaffirm Nillumbik's position 

Regarding the fast-food out- is desi$fled to ·'blend in'·. This same edition. an "Information ofprotecting the green wedge of 
let. Hungry Jacks takes business seems mcong.ruous to me. Night" was to be held on Mon- Nillumbik and ensuring that 
only from McDonald's. It was also indicated to me High visibility suggests there day (presumably September 30) any long-term solutions to traf-

Of course, if the presently that the plants and trees at the is no intention to plant this at6pm,host~bythedev~loper lie managc_ment in the area are 
unspecified retail space present front of the building would be development out so that it and the architect, but without sympathetic to the shire. 
on the plans plus the obvious taken out as they "look terrible blends into the environment. council participation. The comments made by Ban-
potential for expansion is and untidy". Don't be misled by the '"art- The brochure fails to stress yule City Council's chairman of 

'.=============================;;:::;;:::;;:::;;:::::::;i i~:ri~~~te:~ro~~~i:t~ 

BEDDING & FURNITURE 

• All Bedroom Suites • Sofa Beds 

• Children's Beds & • Innerspring beds 
Furniture 

• Adjustable Beds 

• Cast Beds 

• ...and lots more 

• Package Beds 

Sale Ends Sun 13th October 

7~ ~~ 
194 Whitehorse Road, Blackburn Vic 3130 

Phone Now, 9878 9444 

l 2 DIAMOND Vt1rlhi~ ticWg?ahi?a1 S~?ety (elthamhistory.org.au) 

and misrepresented the 
position of the Regional 
Roads Group of which 
Nillumbik Shire is a 
member (as reported in 
Diamond Valfcv News on 
October 2). 

Nillumbik Shire Coun­
cil recognises that a holis­
tic solution needs to be 
developed that will deal 
properly with transport 
from the port to the air­
port, and would welcome 
involvement in any dis­
cussions on the matter. 

l stress that this would 
be undenaken only in 
consultation with all in­
volved parties. I believe 
the overall transport plan 
would be dealt with by 
VicRoads and I look for. 
ward to this body consult­
ing with the Nillumh1k 
Shire in due course. 

Finally, I look forward 
tosecingtheresultsofthe 
Regional Working Party 
which deals with regional 
road strategies 

Don Cordell, 
Chairman of Commis­

sionC'ts. 
ShireorNillombik. 

Ceramic 
Tiles 

Oes,goerCerarrucsspec,ah~ 
in period style embossed 

ceramictiles1ricludi~ 
Victonan.Edwardoan.Spanish 
Mission. Art Oeco/Modeme & 

Cahfumian8ur.iak>w 

~ ... 
............ 
~···:S.,:. 
.......... .... .... .. ---­\iSS\isbiNS:SS¥ 

------~ """"'" ·"'--= 
.. ............... 
For further information phone 

94710230 

SHOWROOM & SALES 



ELTHAM PHARMACY 
Ad11m Bemhaut 8.Pharm., M.P.S. (Prop,) 

A 9AM
10

9PM V EVERYDAY 
• A LOSE WEIGHT FOR SUMMER 
L__\ 5 excess l<J!s for every month 

_ The Natural1Vay to Lose Weight 

1036 MAIN RD (CNR LUCK ST} 
EL'THAM • PHONE 9439 7568 

VUIPW>l'BEE DISTll.IBUTI0N 
!n the Shires of Nillu.mbik a.nd Murrindindl, 
Cities of Banyu.le and Whittlesea. 
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NagambieAdvertlser. 
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FOODTOWN SSW 
FREE DELIVERY TO WCAL AREA 

1 r Chute St, Diamond Creek 

94381249 
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Incorporating the 123-Year-Old Tradition of 
'The Evelyn Observer' s.nd 

Eltham &- Whittlesea AdvertiSer' (Est. 1873) 
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PUBLIC OUTCRY AT ABBOTT 
VETO WITH 'RESERVE POWER' 

NILLUMBIK Commis­
sioners last Wednesday 
used 'reserve powers' to 
permit the controversial 
Shell service station­
Hungry Jack's restau­
rant development at the 
former Shire Offices in 
Main Rd, Eltham. 

The public gal!ery, 

~~~~h ;~~n3i!~af8on~~: 
ple,protestedloudlyatthe 
Commissioners' decision. 

Developer Dallas How­
gatc, who applied to con­
vert the former Eltham 
Shire office site, was spat 

~rens ~I-1r;:rs~r:r~~~l~~ 

• HAND & RIDE-ON MOWING • PHONE ESTIMATES 
• RUBBISH REMOVED • FREEOUOTES&DEMONSTRAT/ONS 
•GUTTERSCLEANED •FULLYINSURED 
• TREES LOPPED • NOJJB TOO BIG OR SMALL 
• ODDJOBSAROUIIDTHEHOUSE • PEIIS/01/ERD/SCOUIITS 

PhoneGRAEME0419595ll&O,JODV94328132 
• WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN YOUR LAWN" 

WORLD ~R~=ISSIONS 

•••~ISCOllN'FS 
~fiilSiiiciAL1srs 
Auto Trans changeover units Auto Trans 
~:i:~18, for most $J150 Service sso 
models. Atted from 6+ From 

■ 2 YR/40,000 KM WARRANTY ON 3 SPEED AUTOS 
■ DIFFERENTIAL RECONDITIONING 

Fact 1/3 BU<:h Ave., Epping 

WAYNE PIIllllPS M.P. 

meeting. 
Some 32 personal sub-­

missions were made to the 
Council's marathon six­
hour Planning Special 
Committee meeting, 
whose members indicated 
a3-2voteagainst 

Community members 
Jim Connor, Bronwyn 
South and Janet Maniske 

voted against the propos­
al, but their vote was ef-

~i~~~~ii~::tl{fnct~l 
feranan and Kevin Ab­
bott. 

Chief Commissioner 
Don Cordell, a former 
Shell employee, said he 
had no pecuniary inter­
est, but absented himself 

from the vote because of 
what he called 'percep­
tions and misconcep­
tions'. 

In what is thought to be 
the third time during his 
Commission, Mr Abbott 
used special delegation 
powers to take the matter 
out of the Committee's 
hands 

Janinne hits the boards !~!~!rti~~tt!agfk ~~~~:ebtn:hs:~()~~li~:o~~~: 
and their CEO, all of whom are outsiders Imposed 
upon the community to oversee the transition to the 
new Shire of Nillumblk. The 9allery at Council was 
overflowing with furious res1dents1 come along to 
witness the processing of the permit application for 

:~~~;rhs~~;;:e~0sh1;e0:11i~.c}~r~t~:~°C~~~1E~rhih~ 
residents pul forward enliijhtened and visionary sub­
missions as to !he utter inappropriateness of this 
development in a communily precinct and adjacent 
parkland. 

Frank Burgoyne, his family 142yearsin Eltham, said 

ofsettingasidet 
people-not only 
great numbers. 
20yearsinnisa 
ingdebated, butnotforthis_one.Severalspeakers_firmly 

~~~r~hd1~t~l!~gP~fr~I r~~~f m1fun~gi15~1~~~~ii:~~ 
the Comm1ss1oners themselves, and be of profound detn 
mentto Eltham. 

sp:~~h~~ f1r~~ ~:~~:~~~~~:~;6?n ~~=i~~~j~~s8~~~ 
mittee, the Commissioners voted to denb those public 

~a~~~~~sr~~7J~lee!~~ ~~~~r i~:n~i~~0cfoum~11~:ra~:J 

~0Ji~59r!~~f~e;e%~~;~'.hi1~~~I~ i~!Jr:iei~h:19~~1!~ 
manly way by the Chief Commiss1oner, and clearly high-

\W:~ipJji,lohnotof~~~o~~~efmt~~:missioners are with ! 
No doubt some will now turn the criticism onto the loud 

t~1 ;i?o% ~~~~u~61~g0the~l~h;o~1de;~1:rJ~)~~~7n~;~1~~ 
factthatthecurrentregimeinour local govern_mentisnot i 
elected.TheyshouldlookatthebeliefthatatN1llun:ibikthe 
public has been excluded from the processesof1tsown 

f~~nng~~(ti~vi~iti~(d1r~~ii6n5~t,h~s~gosa~v/Co1~miisi~~~ ; 
ers?),thatmanyoftheservicesandmuchoftheco-oper­
ation and vision offered at Eltham have been lost at Nil-

~~1~kth!E1t~~~h!t~~!1~fimi~~~~f~! !i1r!~~~~1~0 ar~d ' 

~~iZr~~~cJ~rin~ 1i:hJ~:t~d~~ufd~~-~~fe ~a~~~~!1~~~! ' 
tochangeus,nottoenhancethatwhtchweholddear. 

Letusallunders\andonethingciearly. Themajorcriti- • 
cismshouldbeagamsttheimposedprocess,notaga1nst 
therowdybehaviourofthoseobjecting to the process. It 
ishumannaturethatfrustrationturnstooutragewhen l 

f:~~e l!~i:n~~~l~~b.ik,aa~~~t:;~1i~1~~f:~1J~;: : 
tentothepeople1sthe1ssue. 
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Bee-ware of the buzzing swarm 

Fax your local news to 

THE onset of mild spriilg 
weather during the past 
week has brought with it 
numerous reports of bee 
swarms throughout the 
Nillumbik Shire. 

'The Advertiser' on 9431 0885 
by 5pm Fridays for Tuesday's paper. 
Our sports deadline is 7pm Sunday. 

Nillumbik Council's 
Environmental Health Of­
ficer, Becky Gray, said 
numerous telephone calls 
have been received from 
residents worried about 
the presence of bees. 

"Atthistimeoftheyear 
bees swarm around their 
queen as they look for a 
new nest or hive," Miss 
Gary said 

One Diamond Creek 
resident had a swann in 
the wall cavity of her 
house, while another call-AovERnsiK 

Make Your House A Home ... 
with Alex Steinbach Pianos 

at affordable pirces. 
We a~o buy and sell good 

quality used pianos. 
Trade-ins welcome. 
Beat the prlce rise: 
See us now for the 

best deaL, on new pianos. 
Tuition available on 

all instrnments. 

'J{O'BL'E Mvs1c 
927 Whitehorse Road, Box Hill 3128 9890 1049 

WORtD OF MOSIC 
OUR WORLD IS YOUR WORLD OF MUSIC 

MASSIVE 
CARPET SAI4E 
100% Plush Pile Nylon $39m 

Loop Pile Carpet $39m 
Remnants to 
Clear at 
Ridiculous 
Prices. 

l~D Largest Stock of 
[{Redhook, 

,J0BER c.ifl ifc.'r-,J' Invicta and 
11- "Er UN Minster Carpets 

Guaranteed for 20 Years by 

!JOIDGESTOOE 
in the Diamond 
Valley. 

We will not be 
beaten on price. 

nm CmRT FAqoRY 
17 BmooE STREET, E1THAM 

9439 5699 

er faced difficulty reaching 
the family car because of 
bees swarming from low 

lyiS~eb;:;!t?t';s important 

;~d1do a:O~Y ffs~~rb~~~ 
because the bees may at­
tack humans in large num­
bers to protect their queen. 
In many cases the bee 
swarms may move to an­
other area within a few 
hours. 

Press Boom 

Shire ofEltham areas arc 
being advised that their 
currentweeklyhardwaste 
collection arrangements 
willnotbeprovidcda1the 
end of this month," Mr 
Plater said. 

The current service ar­
rangement does not pro• 
vide any incentive to recy­
cle hardwaste placed out 
for collection, it all goes to 
landfill. 

dential 
Miss Gray said anyone 

concerned about a bee 
swarm on their property 
should contact a pest con­
troller, or bee keeper, who 
has the expertise and 
equipment to deal with 
such incidents. 

She said there has been 
reports of European 
wasps, although this insect 
more commonly appears 
in late spring and during 
the summer months. 

Inquiries about bee 
swarms or ~uropean 
wasps can be directed to 
Nillumbik C<;>uncil's Reg-

~;~~~ns~:k1~h~n~e~Sf3 
33301. 

Care needed 
in backyard 
RESIDENTS should be 
careful when planting 
trees in backyards. 

A recent example high-

lighted the need for resi­
dents to be aware of any 
Council drains that may be 
located on easements that 
pass through their proper­
ties. 

Nillumbik Council re­
ceived a report from 
Eltham residents of flood• 

inl~:~~iri~~~~~s in-
spected the Council drains 
on the affected properties 
andfoundthattherootsof 
inappropriately planted 
trees had blocked the 
drains. 

Nillumbik Infrastruc­
ture manager Brian Foster 
says: "Council has approx­
imately 6500 drainage pits 
and 450 kilomeires of 
drains within Nillubmik 
that need to be Main­
tained. 

Every endeavour is 
made to inspect all drains 
and pits at least once a 
year. Known trouble spots 
arc inspected on a more 
regular basis." 

!t;M@MMA it Letters. 

'Bah humbug' over bid to 
stop local Christrras carols 

Sir, 
1 am disappointed to 

find that Banyule City 

~?nu;~~ri~~~~: ta~~r::~ 
StMarfs inGreensbor­
ough th1sycar. 

These carol~ have pro­
vided entertamment for 
families for about 70 
years. Carols provide a 
great opportunity for the 
community to meet and 
celebrate Yuletide and 
there is no real cost to 
CouociL 

The Public Health Plan 
recently released by Ban­
y~le Council talks of pro­
viding greater opportuni­
ties for the community to 
mee\ together and form 
relationships. 

Thisisthesortofevent 
1hat builds community 

spirit and I reel t~at Coun­
cil should be actively en­
couraging peo_ple to get 
togcthcrinthcfcstivcsca­
son . 

It's Banyule Council 
provided the s_amc level of 
service to residents in the 
northern parts of the city 
asthcydoforrcsidcntsof 
thcformcrCityofHeidel­
berg. 

There is still some time 
before Christmas and 
hopefully Council will re­
alise the importance of 
this event and do some­
thing positive for the 
Greenshorough commu­
nity. 

What say you Commis­
sionersofChristmasspir­
it?Bah humbug? 

- Colin Brooks, 
2McDowell St, 
Greenshorough 

Eltham Hub brochure has 
'trees that are a fiction' 

ingthere. 
The three cypress trees, 

more than 100 years old, 
dating from thetimeofShil-

~~~to~~~a~~aa~ii~t~~ 
1cal preservation list, would 

~his~;~~ ~e~~1,j~Pth~fr ~~ 
mise. 

The mature trees growing 
intheillustration,areafiction 
-theroadsidevergeistobe 
furthercutintoleavingor.ly 
1.Smwhichisinsufficientfor 
thespreadofrootsofmature 
trees. 

adJe~Jn~9b~~~~~r~~ SX1~h1~ 
thefactsmmmd,surelythis 
isnotthebestthatcanbe 

:~~ 'g; ~i;g~i~~~~~~/~~ 
owned facility forming the 
heartofEltham. 

-Lois Loftus•Hllls, 
2 Symes St, Lower Plenty 

Residents are advised 
that if they have concerns 

;~:11~~~~1;c~ !~~cc!~ 
eil's Environment and En­
gineering Department. 

New scheme 
in Nlllumblk 

A NEW waste manage­
ment system will be in­
troduced across Nil­
lumbik Shire over the 
coming months to pro­
vide residents and rate 
payers improved collec­
tion services and other 
benefits. 

Nillumbik Council's 
Group Manager for Envi­
ronment and Engineering, 
Steve Plater, said the new 
system has been designed 
to_h_elJ? m_eet the waste 
mm1m1sat10n targets set 
for all municipalities un­
der Victorian Government 
legislation. 

Mr Plater said the legis­
lation requires Coucnil's to 
take measures to achieve a 
50 per cent reduction in 
the amount of material 
going to landfill by the 
year 2000. 

He said the first step 
towards meeting this target 
a new shire-wide hard­
waste collection service 
begins in November. 

"With this new service, 
residents in the former 

He said a greater em-

h~rdsi~s~en w~\{le~~\~fro~ 
the new service whereby 
households within Nil­
lumbik Shire will be enti­
tle to one hardwaste col­
lection between the 
months of October and 
December each year. 

"This service is a per­
formance based contract 
where the contr'.ictors must 

h:rd;a~~;i;1d:;~sf~r a~1! 
tip."MrP!atersaid 

"It is therefore the con­
tractors interest to recycle 
as much of the waste 
placed out as part of the 
hardwaste collection. 

"Although !here arc re­
strictions on the type of 
waste that will be collect­
ed, there is no limit on the 

J~~sti~;n°!u1f~~[if~r r~~t 
lcction. 

He said environmental­
ly harmful refrigerant gas 
will be decanted by the 
contractor from old refrig­
erators and air condition-

~~ b!~:~e ~h~;o;;:~~:t 
ed. 

For further infonnation 
about the new hardwastc 
collection service, please 
contact Gary Hocking on 
telephone number 9436 
1266. 

New look Council staff 
say it's a 'new start' 

RESIDENTS ofNillumbik will, be seeing a new look 
from Council's outdoor staff. The Infrastructure 
Maintenance Department recently decided to up-

gr}t! i::~rsi~:::ruapng~;i: ti~~~:~i~i~~~~~0:ifi:~ a 
new beginning for the N,llumbik Depot said Bnan Fos­
ter. 

The unifonns will be green with a colored logo em­
broidery on them. This will make it easier for Council 
employees to be recognised. All outdoor staffwi!l be 
wearing the new uniforms by December. 

The staff were involved in the selection process and 
arc all looking forward to wearing the new uniform. 

"I believe the new uniform will create a stronger sense 
of identity amongst the team which will be of benefit to 
the community," Mr Foster said. 

\ NEW GALLERY OPENING 

~ EXPERIENCED or AMATEUR 

I • Painting.s • Pouery • Sketche.~ 
•Metalwork• Photography 

. 
• Woodworks • Lead Light • Sculpture 

For more information please ring 
Lamaejoyce Bus.: 9718 1115 

\ Moh;/e0419285982,AII.94392205 



Residents have their say 
on former shire offices 
by JODIE GUEST 

THE depth of resident opposition 
to the service station, conve­
nience store and fast food restau­
rant development at the former 
Ehham Shire Office site was made 
dear at last week's special plan­
ning committee. 

Thirly-twopcople made verbal 
submissions to the committee. 
which comprises the three Nil­
lumbik commissioners. three 
community members and council 
officers. All people making sub-­
missions were restricted to a 
1hree·minutespeech. 

Several speakers noted that 
while they had lived in Eltham for 
manyyearstheyhadnevcrbeforc 
been moved by an issue 10 a!lend 
councilorcommitteemeetingsor 
make submissions. 

Other speakers told of 
long-term family tics to the area 
and their fears should the devel• 
opment beappro,·ed. 

Speaking on behalf of the El­
tham Gateway Action Group 
(EGAG). w·hich was formed to 
oppose the sale and demolition of 
the former shire offices and the 
de>'elopment. Russell Yeomans 
said the "o.,ert commercial na­
ture., ofthe plan was not suitable 
for the area. Hesaidthegrouphad 
concerns about traffic and parking 
problems if the development went 
ahead. 

Mr Yeomans. who also repre-

sented the Eltham and District 
Historical Society-. said he was 
concerned about s1gn1fica.nt trees 
near the office sile berng de­
stroyed if they were moved to 
anothersitetoenablethedevelop­
ment togoahead. 

RepresentingtheElthamsenior 
citizens.DesRyanexpressedfears 
about increased noise levels from 
extratrafficandalackofdisabled 
parking spaces for incapacitated 
older people. 

Some speakers were troubled 
aboutincreaseddangertopedes­
trians from more traffic, panicu­
larly to students from Our Lady 
Help of Christians Primary 
School who had to cross Main Rd 
andwouldhavetopassthede>'el­
opment to get to spons ovals 

Otherswereconcemedthatres­
idents from Judge Book Village 
would have to dodge traffic to get 
the library, which is next door to 
thesite. 

Several residents were fearful 
that the service station had the 
potential to pollute nearby water­
waysand land throiigh leachingof 
fuelandthatincreasedtrafficat 
the station and Hungry Jack's res­
taurant would create funher air 
pollution. 

A proposal by Angela New­
house that .. such a contentious 
issue" be postponed until a refer­
endum could be held with the 
return of elected councils in 
Marchnextyearwasgreetedwith 

Anger over 
reserve 
power 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

applause from the gallery. 
Another speaker, Tom Munro, 

pointed oul that while the propos­
al ~uld "add~salt(planning) 
requirements. 11 could still be in­
appropriate., for Eltham. He de­
scribed the proposal as "sneaky" 
and a "takeover" by two multi­
-national companies. 

lanJenningscalledonthecom­
mittee to take into account the 
elfectofnew24-hourtradinglaws 
on convenience stores. 

"What if. in live years.super­
markets are all 24 hour conve­
nience stores? In live years time 
wemightbeleftwithadud ... Mr 
Jennings said. 

Margaret Ball. who appeared 
closetotearsatonepoint.saidshe 
wasafifthgenerationmemberof 
the Shillinglaw family, one of the 
area's founders. 

Shesaidthatinthe 1960s.land 
owned by the family had been 
acquired by the council and the 
Shillinglaw cottage condemned. 

.. Nowthelandthatwassobad­
ly wanted has beendiscarded ... 
the family w.ould love to have it 
back," ~he said. "I would_O~Ject to 
any pnvatel)'.-Owned building on 
the land; it 1s owned by all the 
local people ... 

Another obvious crowd favor• 
ite was Frank Burgeone. who told 
of his family's 142-year connec­
tion with the area and described 
the plans as "bit of a mon­
strosity". 

"I believe my family would 
neverforgivemeifldidn'tspeak 
against the plans-the site has 
nothing going for it," Mr 
Burgeone said. He feared the de­
"elopment would force traffic 
into Eltham side streets. 

"Therewillbealotofcreaking 
and rumbling in the cemetery if 
this goes through. So many old 
people who have done so much 
for Eltham are buried up there 
and itisup to us to pass on what 
they left to t~e younger genera­
tion. Eltham is a beautiful spot; 
why louse it up?" 

Town planning consultant for 
the developer. Dallas Price Prop­
erties, Andrew Biasci, had trouble 
putting across the developer's 
point of..iew because of constant 
interject1onsfrom the gallery. 

Mr B1asci said the developer 
was conscious oflhe si1e·s sensi­
tivity and had_ undenaken an "ex­
tensive and intensive consulta­
tion program .. with many groups 
from the local community. 

He noted that while there was 
opposition to the plan. it did ha"e 
.. some support ... He said the de­
>'eloper could "accept and under­
sland" the ~iews of objectors. Mr 
Biasci acknowledged petrol sta­
tions had e~perienced problems 
with seepage and leaching in the 
past. but said double-skinned 
tanks and "sub-slab interceptor 
systems" would minimise the 
possibility of pollution. 

J\1EJ\1BERS of Nillumbik Council's special 
planning romminee said they ,.·ere "extremely 
disappointed" when the council failed to ta.kc 
on board their vie,.·s l\htn deciding the future 
of tht fOl'mtr Eltham Shire office site last Flashback: ResidentsprotestedoutsidetheformerEhhammunicipalofficesinJulyagainst 
,.·eek. plans to demolish the buildings. 

1-'ormer Eltham Shire councillor. Jim Con-
nor.said it was tht first time he could rtt11II the number of issues, and the shire office site was 
councilactingonarntnepo,.·ercontainedin noexception. 
the commiltee's terms of reference. "I must say I was c-xtremely heartt-ned 

Tht restrve po"er enabled the dedsion to be though by the amount of communicy reprc-54.'n­
referred 10 the {full) council meeting and pre- talion on the night and thc- broad range of 
,entedthecommunitymembersofthecommit- issuC"S that l'ft're clearly expres54.'d l\ith such 
tee from ,oting on thc- issut. passion for the Eltham wmmunity.,. 

"I "as shocked but in terms of tht l\'a)" the Fellow committe-e members,, Bronwyn South 
"hole process has been handled I wasn•t and Janet Mattiske, said they ,.·ere also 
surprised,"MrConnorsaid. plea54.'dsomanypeoplehad been prepared to 

"I felt lhe ,.-ay it ••ras handled left quite a speako11t.buttheydidnotbelie,ethecommu­
degre,e of doubt in the gallery's minds and if nit,•s~ie1'1's,.ereacknowledgedbythc-co11ncil. 
council had intended toproce,ed in thal way it "'ldon'tconsidertheprocesse1erallo,.edus 
I\OUldha1ebeenOCncficialtoexplainthatfrom to ,·ote or acknowledge thc- community input 
the start." and I belie,·eas it(local go,·ernment)isstruc-

1\lr ConnOl' said he fdr the li>mmissioners lured, there is ob~iousl)" no democraC) left," 
had directl) an'ttlfflff,i~.#W.mffif%!!Bi~(~ .. ~!h said. 

"I belienthe..,holeprocesshas~ncon­
ducted with total disregard totheattributt>Sof 
thesite."MsMattiskesaidtherewasobvious­
lyadifferenceinthewaythecommunityand 
the council belieted Eltham should be de1·el• 
oped in thef11ture. 

But Nillumbik Council chitf executhe offi­
cer Barr,· Rochford dtfended council's dec-ision 
toexertitsresen·epo,.·er. 

.. ,, ,..as such an important decision .,-e took 
themattertoco11ncil,"MrRochfordsaid. 

..The community members wtte not gagged, 
the resen·e po,.·er has alwa)S been there. 

"'Thiswasthefirsttimetheresenepo .. ·er 
had been extrci54.'d since the committee has 
been J!:Oing; it indicatc-s what• success the 
committee has been." 
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Shrewd tactics row 
by JODIE GUEST immediately the marathon five-and-a-

half-hour committee meeting ended. It 
NILLUMBlK Council last week used began at around midnight and finished 
shrewd tactics 10 prevent community minutes later, after commissioners 
members of a council committee vot- alone had voted on - and approved -
ing against the controversial fonner the shire offices development. 
Eltham Shire offices site development. The approval came despite 32 verbal 

Nonnally, the special planning com- submissions from residents opposed to 
mittcc, which is made up of three com- the petrol station, convenience store 
munity members, the three shire com- and fast food restaurant development 
missioners and council officers, can by Dallas Price Properties Pty Ltd. 
make decisions without needing rntifi- The council's move 10 effectively 
cation at a fonnal council meeting. gag the community members' vote and 

But the council employed little-used give the development the go-ahead was 
rescn,e powers contained in the com- greeted with angry taunts of 'social 
mittee'stennsofreferencetoallowthe vandals', 'shame', 'disgraceful', ·cor­
item,attherequestof"nolessthantwo rupt', 'scum' and 'you had this all 
commissioners", to bypass the com- worked out beforehand' from the 2(X)... 
mittee and be referred instead to the strong public gallery. 
n_ext (full) council meeting for deci- Because of accusations of pecuniary 
smn. interest, which he denied, Nillumbik's 

The full 61l~~ile~fp.lw.»'$9roJJ}jef commissioner Don Cordell left 

the council chamber and did not vote 
either to defer the matter to the council 
meeting or to approve the develop­
ment. He abstained from voting after 
gallery members claimed that as a for­
mer Shell employee. he had a conflict 
of interest in the shire offices develop­
ment in which Shell is involved. 

Mr Cordell took the rare step of 
allowing all committee members to 
state their stance, in tum, on the issue. 

As the community members spoke, 
it became clear the matter would not be 
approved if all members of the plan­
ning committee voted. 

Committee member and former El­
tham councillor Jim Connor fore.shad­
owed an unsuccessful motion that the 
matter be deferred and dealt with by an 
elected council after March. 

"The land is owned by the commu­
nity - its future should be decided by 

the community. It is not appropriate, I 
believe, for the decision to be made at 
this time - it is a decision for an elect­
ed council," Mr Connor said. 

He expressed concern about the vi­
sual impact of the development, poten­
tial pollution and spillage from the ser­
vice station, fast food store and it'> 
users, appropriate signs and effects on 
pedestrians including student'> from a 
nearby primary school. 

Fellow community representative 
Bronwyn South, who supported Mr 
Connor's motion, spoke of her long­
term family ties to Eltham and said she 
could not support the proposal. 

1be other community member, Janet 
Mattiske, was also against the develop­
ment. belieVing the concept of a conve­
nience centre and the town centre to be 
"at odds". 

Site developer Dallas Howgate, of 

Dallas Price Propenies, said the reac­
tion was "not unexpected", but that he 
and his town planning consultant 
Andrew Biasci had "'tried to do the 
right thing in a very difficul! situation". 

Mr Howgate said he believed objec­
tors did not understand that the propos­
al was "the first time" any major com­
pany had been prepared to ,,ary its stan­
dard designs to accommodate resident 
objections. 

"The Eltham gateway ha'> lost direc­
tion," he said. "1be retail sector needs 
to be revamped, the gateway has some 
houses in disrepair and with old car 
bodies in front. I certainly don't think 
the developmem is non-Eltham." 

Mr Howgate said he expected resi­
dents to appeal the decision, but was 
"very confident" the Administrative 
Appeals Tribunal would uphold the 
council's decision. 



Office sale report will 
not be made public 
THE confidential investigation 
into the sale of the former Eltham 
Shire offices, ordered by Planning 
and Local Government Minister 
Rob Maclellan, has been com­
pleted. 

Mr Maclellan told State Parlia­
ment last Wednesday night he had 
received the report from the Office 
of the Land Monitor. which he 
ordered to undertake the investi­
gation. 

He ordered the investigation af­
ter a deputation of residents and 
activists visited him to ei.:press 
their concerns about the council 
(DV Nt•ws. October 2). 

But Mr Maclellan has not yet 
presented the report to the Cabinet 
sub-committee which oversees 
sales of major public assc/s. 

The report's findings will not be 
made public because all Cabinet 
dealings are confidential and ex­
empt even from Freedom of Infor­
mation requci;ts. 

Mr Maclellan said the report 
would be presented to the Cabinet 
sub-committee in "due course". 

It appears unlikely Nillumbik 
Council will be informed of the 
report's outcome because of its 
confidentiality. 

The Minister"s comments about 
the status of the report came in 
response to a request in the parlia• 
ment by Yan Yean MP Andre 
Haermeyer for him to "examine 
the behavior" of the three 
Nillumbik Council commissioners 
following the approval of the con­
troversial plans for the former El­
tham Shire offices site (DV News, 
October 16). 

Mr Haermeyer accused the 
council of "behaving like a South 
American junta" in using sh~wd 
tactics to ensure the petrol station, 
convenience store and fast food 
restaurant development was ap­
proved at its October 9 meeting. 

th!~eco~~~~it~ff:~~~rs ~~ 
special planning committee from 
voting on the issue by implement• 
ing a little-used reserve power of 
the committee. 

The community members 

would have out-voted the two re­
maining commissioners on the 
committee because chief commis­
sioner Don Cordell had abstained 
from voting following accusations 
of pecuniary interest, which he 
denied. 

The reserve powers allowed 
commissioners Kevin Abbott and 
Vin Heffernan to refer the issue to 
the next full council meeting which 
immediately followed the commit­
tee meeting. ensuring the plans 
were approved by the commission­
ers alone. 

Mr Haermeyer described the 
plans' approval as "questionable 
and controversial" and said the 
meetingwasan"ei1tremelyfarcical 
exercise". 

He told parliament the approval 
was "an abuse of the council pro­
cess set up by the commissioners". 

"Community participation is a 
charade that is tolerated so long as 
community representatives up­
hold the position taken by com• 
missioners. If not, it is ignored," he 
said. 

Best to leave snakes alone 
S"1AKES h•ve bttn spoltcd in the urban fringe areas of 
Banyule and Nilh1mbik. But help is at hand -
Nillumbik Council hH released a guide to 'li1·ing with 
snakes·. 

Thebestcourseof•ctionforpeoplewhofindasnakeis 
lo lea,e it alone, environment offi«r Tim Bloomfield uid 
last "eek. lie uid snakes 1o1ue protected under the 

Wildlife Act {1975), whkh m1de it illegal to kill or 
remote them from the wild without authority. 

Pe<1ple who see 5nakes should contact !he Dcp1rtment 
of Natur:al Resour~ and Entironmenl or the council, 
1o1hichhasalistofqualificdsnakehandlersuai11ble. 

The f•ct sheets and guides will be av1il1bleat the 
council'sGreensboroughoffi~. 

-----------------.-~ 
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I've been PixiFoto-ed 
... and aren't I 

gorgeous! 
PixiFoto has New Permanent Stucllos 
new pholOgraphiC tedVliqUes, new poses 
and new props so we're better lhan E,.<8r1 

PixfFotosmake\\OlldemJlgiftsbrfamily 
and frieods.Get Pixifoto-ed at our 
permanent studio at K-Mart or phone 
1 300 301 033 br other locations. -------s5.oo .~ •··:··~·· ····· ~·-

00_ ...... _ PixiFoto 
~~~=ly. -::::.-

Are You Read 
To Roll? 

With the holidays 
just around the comer, it's 

'"~ 'ffl!ve")'0Ur" mn thorou/?hly 

NILLUMBIK youlh de• 
velopmenl officer Ian 
Patching believes the face 
of youlh services is 
changing. 

Mr Patching. who was a 
youth worker with the for­
mer Shire of Eltham, is 
adamant that council 
youth services depart­
ments must move with the 
times to reflect the chang­
ing needs of the younger 
generation. 

The past 12 months 
have seen a massive re­
vamp of the way youth 
services are delivered in 
lhcarea with_ the joining of 
the Nillumb1k and Banyu­
le youth service depart­
ments, but Mr Patching 
believes !ht chanjlCS are 
only the ttp of the iceberg. 

"For the first time in 
Victoriawehaveaservice 
that is run on a regional 
basis. rather than by an 
individual councit:• Mr 
Patching said. 

··we sec that as really, 
really important in this 
day and age. with money 
becoming tighter, we ~re 
able to provide a quahty 
service. 

"Linking all services 
means that we are able to 
do it (provide services) 
much better and with CCT 
(comp~lsory competitive 
tendenng) we are _able to 
look at a much wider re­
source for young people." 

Mr Patching said there 
needed to be many more 
changes in youth services 
delivery before the com­
munity would have the 
best service possible. 

One chan,e Mr Patc~­
ing would hke to see 1s 

people vie:wing youth ser­
vice provision as part of 
the community, rather 
than isolating young 
people. 

"We are revising the 
role of how we work with 
young people from a local 
government perspective 
to one of more communi­
ty involvement and part­
icularly more community 
decision-making and us­
ing one of our most valu­
able assets - young peo­
ple - as a resource to that 
deci~ion m_aking.,. 

N1llumb1k has already 
taken steps to embrace 
young people in the com­
~unity by changing their 
mvolvement in the annual 
Nillumbik Festival. Mr 
Patching said. 

··in the past. youth ser• 
vices have been expected 
to put things on specifical• 
ly for young people, but 
what we are doing is to 
look at young people as 

~!nfcs~i:~1)~!gral part (of 
Mr Patching said the 

changes to youth service:5 
would mean the council 
department would be bet-

~ 

Tht Niilllltlbik ColUICiJ 

~n 

WRITERS' 
COMPETITION 

ter able to act as an advo­
cate for the needs of young 
people, particularly when 
it0vernments were ~a~ing 
infrastructure dec1s1ons 
~!ii~:w public transport 

"Banyule and 
Nillumbik have not seen 
this (the amalgamation of 
youth services) as an op­
portunity to cut back on 
youth services, but more 
as an opportunity to deliv­
er a more up-to-date type 
of service." 

Mr Patching is one of 
the judges in the 
Nillumhik Council-Lead­
er _Newspaper~ _Young 
Wnters' Compet11ton. 

"This type of award is 
an opportunjty for young 
people to gam confidence 
to be able to move on with 
their endeavors - it is not 

::t~f~!~:'. as an adult 
"Writing is probably 

one of the best methods of 
expression for young peo­
ple and being a judge will 
give me an opportunity to 
explore the views of youth 
today." 
■ The Young Writers· 
Competition closes on Oc­
tober 31. For more details 
seethecntryformonpage 
17. 

Getting 
ready 
for the 
fire 
season 
EMERGENCY services 
and Nillumbik Council are 
ge.ring up for the summer 
bushfire season. 

The council, State 
Emergency Service and 
Red Cross rettntly tested 
their preparation for re­
sponding to bushfires and 
other emergencies in a 
'desk top' emergency 
training exercise. 

Council acting emergen­
cy management officer 
Norm Golgerlh said last 
week the organisations 
de.It with I hypothetical 
fire in the Plenty Gorge. 
with up lo 100 people 
needing evacuation. 

He said the o:erdse 
refreshed the knowledge of 
emergency procedures. 
The council emergency 
management plan was 
used during the simu­
lation. 

A follow-up live exercise 
based at lhe Kangaroo 
Ground emergency centre 
will be held on Sunday, 
November 17. The police 
and Country Fire Author­
ity will be included in the 
!he simulation. 

{RED CROSS FIRST AID COURSES'\ 



Whitehaven 
RECEPTIONS 

Leading bridal retailers will have on 
display the latest styles and services 

available for the new bride to be. 

DATE: SUNDAY 27TH OCT. 

TIME: 10am - 5pm 

d Wallan Roads,Whittlesea 

•~- We meet weekly at, 
eating plan Mornington Bayswater Pakenham 

• Exerd8e • Mottvatlon Cranbourne Mulgrave Beaumaris 
• Educatkm • Lots of fun Endeavour Hills East Malvern Frankston 

Warragul Langwarrin Berwick 

iEasyS/im :~ugh :::r ~~7u:a~: 
l\.rMHa,ltl,ywaytoloawriglll KnoxfIeld Hoppers Vermont 
.,. •• ~ ~ ~JiW'ffl'Society{ 1~ .if/f.au Crossing 

Happening in 
a hurry 
BOY - when you have three state 
government-appointed bureaucrats 
running the City of Nillumbik, and 
you don ·1 have to worry about all 
that slow, tedious democratic non­
sense, you can sure get things hap­
pening in a hurry ... just as long as 
they are things on YOUR agenda, 
and not on the pubhc agenda! Here 
are just a few examples: 
■ You can sell the centrally silllat­
ed piece of prime real estate with 
the old Eltham Shire offices on it, 
oul of public ownership and into 

~~ir ~e3n°sdir ~~:u~~:~r d~l~%~:~ 
than its market value)and then tidy 
up all the papeiwork in just a few 
months. 
■ You can sit in majesty at the 
recent pla,rning sub-committee, 
throw away your scruples, close 
your minds to common sense, logic 
and "the bleeding obvious" and 
pass the property developer's appli­
cation in what must be the biggest 
pseudo-democratic sham process I 
have ever seen or heard of in rela­
tion to the workings of local gov­
ernment. 

In one example of illogical bom­
bast at the meeting, that had little if 
any relevance to planning issues. 
one commissioner bellowed his dis­
$ust at the fact that his family drive 

~~~~h!a~:::ijed a~athae ~1:.at d:f! 
row of clothing collection bins near 
the shopping strip at the bottom of 
Bolton St. The bins have been 
there, performing a valuable chari-

table service, for at least 10 years. 
By noon on Saturday- that's three 
days later - three of the bins had 
been moved away. 

rm sure the charities concerned 
and the people they helped are 
feeling a bit stunned. The_n again, it 

~:i:~!ly lo~stj~~o;rit~:~~~ 
illogical conclusions about the com­
missar ... sorry, commissioner. 

Peter Dodds., 
Pedersen Way, 
Montmorency. 

Development 
unsuitable 
AITER a planning committee 
meeting which lasted more than 
five hours, and despite the I 79 
written objections, plus 1400 peti­
tion objectors, about 35 articulate 
verbal submissions and a ga11ery of 
about 15-0 to 200 people, plus the 
opposition of all three community 
representatives on the planning 
committee, the commissioners 
rammed through approval of the 
"Hub'" redevelopment proposal of 
the former Eltham Shire offices site. 

It is significant that. apart from 
the developer, not a single submis­
sion was made in support of the 
development applications. 

A number of gratuitous and in­
flammatory non-p!an_ning com­
ments by commissioner Vin 
Heffernan drew many responses 
from the large gallery. 

In summation, each member of 
the planning committee (except 
chief commissioner Don Cordell) 
had spoken, giving their reasons 
and their voting intentions. Mr 
Cordell then stood down and left 

European Quality at Australian Prices! 

Decor Kitchens 
... liliJl the best! 

LETTERS 
Letters to the Editor must be 
signedarldsuppliecfwittlafull 
name,addressandacontact 
pl'lone number lor validation 
purposes.Preference is given 
toiegjblelettersofnomore 
than300words.Wereserve 
tnerighttoeditletters 
Readerscanncr.vsendtheir 
letters by E·Mail. The address 
is: editor Cl leadernews.com.au 

the chamber for the vote, due to 
community perceptions that he had 
a conflict of interest in respect ofhis 
pre-retirement employer. Shell. 

Since it had become clear the 
resolutions for approval would be 
defeated 3-2 by the three communi­
ty representatives., commissioner 
Kevin Abbott moved the matter be 
deferred to the next council meeting 
(due to follow immediately after). 
thus bypassing the embarrassment 
and need for council to publicly 
reject the planning committee's 
outcome/recommendations. 

The gallery erupted with shouts 
of, "Shame", derision and disbelief 
at the mockery of democracy they 
had just witnessed. Most of the gal 

• Best Designs • Best Quality • Best Value 
• Best Appliances • Best Advice • Best Service 
Vlslt our showroom and upenence the Dttor difference 
Collect your FREE Kitchen Design booklet. 

The President ofWatsonia R.S.L. Sub- Branch & 
Club. Mr. Geoff Burrows, thanks all who 
supported our Legacy Appeal. 

Decor Kitchens Ii] 
Burwood - 142 Highbury Road Pb 9808 2277 
Doocaatf'r• 710 Doncuter Road Ph 9MO 0199 

Amounts raised: Street Appeal - $8900 
Grand Final Breakfast - ..liillQ__ 

Total:- $14,000 
F.J. COLLINGS 



lery either left in disgust or simply 
ignored the council meeting farce 
that then followed. 

The commissioners had closed 
the planning meeting and opened 
the council meeting, at which they 
immediately rubber-stamped their 
approvaloftheplanningpermitfor 
the proposed 24-hour convenience 
centre development. which in­
cludes a Shel I se rv i cc 
station/convenience store. a 
restaurant/fast-food outlet. a retail 
shopandacommunityfacility. 

Many members of the gallery 
were atte_nding their first planning 
or council meeting and witnessed 
the statements. altitudes and ac­
tions of the commissioners first 
hand. 

Thereactionsofthesenewgallery 
members ranged from anger to 
stunned disbelief. 

Such isthestateofdemocracy in 
Nillumbik under the reign of our 
unresponsive and unaccountable 
commissioners who are supposed 
to be "our servants". 

Given the strong community 
view that the development is both 
inappropriate and unsuitable for 
this specific site, it seems certain 
that the issuing of these planning 
permits will be contested at the 
Administration Appeals Tribunal. 

PS: Nillumbik's council elections 
are now only five months away. 

Mark Burns, 
Democralic: Nillumbik Association 

spokesperson, 
BroadgullyRd, 

Diamond Creek. 

Vale, those 
dreamers 

sions in opposition to the planning 
application by Dallas Price Homes 

~th~~vthfrethiffi~ 0i~!~e J0Sh:il 
petrol station, convenience store 
and a Hungry Jack's fast-food 
outlet. 

The Eltham township, the gate­
way to the green wedge of Melbour­
ne. will now be dominated by the 
familiar sign of Shell and Hungry 
Jack's perched on a seven-metre­
high sign. 

ge!~esi;'na:t·~~~ingri~~ib~a%: 
which nestles into the former mu­
nicipal centre, and complemented 
by the historic Shilling.law cottage 
with a backdrop of one of the last 
wooden trestle railway bridges in 
use in Victoria, will now have a new 
neighbor with the plasticised 
Hungry Jack's and gliti:y Shell and 
convenience shops. 

The commissioners faced the an­
~y residents, with the mantra that 
11 was all the previous council's 
fault and that they were only re­
sponding to the needs of the com­
munity. 

No mention was made of the four ~= an~~~~~:he~a;re ~~h!r la~~'. 
food outlets close by. 

The inimitable crowd-pleaser, 
commissioner Vin Heffernan, 
worked the crowd into a frenzy of 
rage with an innammatory speech. 
whichheappearedtoenjoy. 

'"Go back to Spring St," someone 
shouted. 

Commissioner Kevin Abbott had 
the appearance of any angry but 
ever-so-bored potentate. 

Overtheseproceedingssatchair­
man Cordell, sometimes the 
stunned rabbit, sometimes the be­
nigngrandpa,interposedwithocca­

ON WEDNESDAY. October 9. sional bouts of real anger. 
NillumbikShireCouncil'splanning A very angry local approached 
committ~ heard ,public submis- , the table and with calculated preci-

sion J>Ointed to each commissioner 
and shouted "bastard". 

Who cares about pedestrians, 
about motor cars and the terrible 
congestion this development will 
cause. not to mention the destruc• 
tion of the lovely Eltham ~teway? 
Certainly not the commissioners 
one, two, three. 

"Shame!" came the anguished 
chorus from the ratepayers. 

For four hours it went, with a 
record 40 individual submissions, 
some spoken with. great_ emotion 
and others coolly d1spass1onate, all 
carefully thouVJt and addressing 
the planning issues. None found 
anything good in this development. 

The planning committee is six: 
three commissioners, in favor, and 
three community, against. 

Mr Cordell excused himself be­
cause ofa possible perceived pecu­
niary interest, so the voting should 
have been 3-2to reject. 

Amid cries of disgrace and shame 
and allegedly in the name of democ­
racy, the Nillumbik Planning Com­
mittee was abruptly adjourned, 
with no care for a motion already 
before the planning committee 
chair. 

With ,real solemnity the 
Nillumb1k Council meeting 
cranked up, with the requisite 
prayer. 

The commissioners and officers 
calmly stood and bowed their 
heads. presumably calling on an­
other for guidance. 

A vote was taken without Mr 
Cordell: result, 2-0 to develop. 

Cries of "Shame" as the great 
Australianuglinessraiseditshoary 
head in Eltham 

Vale, Alislair Knox and all those 
dreamers who thought Eltham 
could be special. 

Sigmund Jorgensen, 
Hillcrest Ave, 

Eltham. 



RESEARCH AND 
MONTMORENCY 
VETERINARY 
HOSPITALS 

•WASHING AND FLEA CONTROL NEEDS 

• I 7 YEARS EXPERI ENCE WITH ALL BREEDS 
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Group to fight council 
decision on office site 
THE Eltham Gateway Action 
Group (EGAG) has vowed to fight 
Nillumbik Council at the Adminis­
trative Appeals Tribunal (AAT) 
over its recent dttision to approve a 
controversial development on 1hc 
former Eltham Shire office site. 

EGAG vice-president Sigmund 
Jorgensen said last week that the 
group was scekini legal opinion 
over council's decision to allow a 
petrol station. convenience store 
and fast food restaurant develop­
ment by Dallas Price Properties Pty 
Ltd at the Main Rd site (DV News, 
Octobe~ 16) despite "overwhelming 
OPPoSit1on •• from local residents. 

"We will almost certainly be 
lodging an appeal with the AAT 
unless a more suitable use for the 
site is developed," Mr Jorgensen 
said. "We haven't approached (site 
developer) Dallas Howgate our­
selves, but we might be prepared to 
try and negotiate a better solution 
rather than havmg to go through 
the expense of taking the matter to 
theAAT." 

However, Mr Jorgensen said al­
though EGAG was an incorporated 
association with a "substantial 
membership" it did not necessarily 
reflect the opinion of all of Eltham. 

"Someone else may also decide 

the matter should be appealed as 
part of the due process," he said. 

More than 200 residents sat 
through a marathon 5½-hour com­
mittee meeting at the~uncil re­
cently awaiting a decision on the 
matter. only to see council commis­
sioners have the item bypass the 
committee using reserve powers 
containedinthecommiuee·stcrms 
of reference. Minuteslatcr.atafull 
council meeting, two of the com­
missioners approved the $4-million 
development, despite 32 verbal 
submissions from residents op­
posed to the proposal. 

- LAETA ANTONYSEN 

College burgled ~ociety 
two nights in a row 11: 80th 
ST HELENA S«ood,,y College ... h;, m,o, hom,oo s, ""'"' Rd, Gn,mbo- birthda Y 
twice last week when burglars stole items rough, between 9am on October 11 and ANY Diamond Va lley 
valued at $ 1975. 8am on October 14. people or fam ilies who 

In the first incident between 7.30pm have be nefi ued from 
on October 14 and 9am on October IS. DA VIDEO recorder. compact discs services offered by the 
the burglars took cricket bats. footballs and mobile phone valued at $2 190 were Trawllers' Aid Society 
and alchemy sets valued at $1475. taken from Mountain View Rd, Briar a r e e n co u raged 10 

A motorcycle belonging to a staff Hill. between 7.30am and 9pm on Octo- contribute lo the society's 
member was stolen from a locked store her 14. 8 0 t h bi r f h day 
room the following night. celebrations. 

The motorcycle was a red Honda solo D Other burglaries and thefts last week 
with a licence plate number SY 455. included: 

• Power tools valued at $1 SOO, taken 
from a vehicle inside a garage on Rattray 
Rd, Montmorency; 

□ JEWELLERY. compact discs and 
other items valued at $5500 were stolen 
from a propeny in Coronation Court, 
Bundoora, between I0.45am on October 
12 and 8.30pm on Oc1ober 13. 

□ A HANDBAG containing jewellery 
worth $2000 was stolen from a reti re-

• A watch, cash and other items valued 
at $1200 stolen from Phipps Cres., Dia­
mond Creek: and 
e Sl180 cash taken from a bakery in 
Commercial Place, Eltham. 

The city-basecl society 
is looking for input from 
lra1ellers who hue used 
itsseniceso1er the past 
80 }ears for birthda) 
celebrations ne:\:t month. 

lf)·ou havebeen helped 
by the society or know 
someone who had been. 
call 96542600. 



Petition seeks 'Bend 
of Islands' place name 
by lAETA ANTONYSEN 

SOME Kangaroo Ground and 
Christmas Hills residents may soon 
bcabletosaythey'livearou nd the 
~nd· if they arc successful in con­
vincing authont1es to rename a sec­
tion in the environmental living 
zone area the ''Bend of Islands .. 

Nillumbik Council commission­
er Kevin Abbott said the new 
''Bendoflslands"would take in an 
area bounded in the south and east 
by the Yarni River: in the west by 
Watson's Creek, Henley and 
Calwell roads. and in the north by 
Sugarloaf Reservoir, Skyline Rd 
and the Nillumbik Shire boundary 
to the point where II meets the 
Yarra River 

Mr Abbott said the council re­
cently supported a 112-signature 
pc1i1ionfromrcsidcntsrcquc:stinga 
n.:ime change. but the matter need­
ed first 10 be approved by the Platt 
Names Committee of Victoria and 
Conservation and Land Manage. 

ment Minister, Marie Tehan, t,c. 
fore a new name was adopted under 
the Survey Co-ordination Act. 

If adopted it would be the lirst 
time an area had changed its name 
in the shire since Nillumbik Coun• 
cil was formed from amalgam­
ations in December 1994, he said. 

··Residents have requested a 

!i:~a~:ha:fena~;sa~s:en°[o ~~~ 
area and the fact that mail for the 
area was being sent to both the 
Kangaroo Ground and Yarra Glen 
post offices," Mr Abbott said. 

"The name was chosen because 
of the fact that bends in the Yarra 
create an island effect on the nonh 
side of the river." 

Kangaroo Ground resident Hila• 
ry Jackman said the area·s renam­
ing would help ··c1ear up anoma­
lies'" with postal deliveries and also 
provide a ··separate identity for 
what is a very special pocket or 
land". 

Mrs Jackman said the area to be 

renamed was "tucked away in a 
pan or the Yarra which 1s v,nually 
inaccessible. and physically. quite 
different from the surrounding 
area""Theresidentswholivethere 
feel it is more of a bushland com­
munity than a rural community 
such as Kangaroo Ground and the 
area's name should therefore 
recognise the difference," she said. 

"Sometimes I say that I live at 
Kangaroo Ground, sometimes 
Christmas llills - but I'd love to 
say Bend of lsla~ds." 

Mr Abbott said if the area was 
officially renamed, postal address• 
es,streetdirectories.mapsandtele­
phone book entries would need to 
be changed. but there would be 
··minimal cost" to Nillumbik 
Council except for ··small adminis-

tra~;~ ~!~~~dC~~~~ ~rJ;~. 
toria secretary Ron McLeod said 
most name change requests were 
completed within two _to . three 
months., depending on obJect1ons. 

Study grants for schools 
TWO more Diamond Val- pan of the Language Other S500 for Italian studies. funding from the LOTE 

:~~g~':~~u~;~~1ved ;chhae"m;n~hseh J~%~~: no:~,r~t:hew~:m~ ~~~et~~t!~~~e~~~~~; 
Diamond Creek East school rea:1.,ed a $6000 for Ceni_ral Highlands. (DV Nt">l·J, Sep1cmber 25) 

PnmaryschoolandtheD1- grant to boost its lndone. GeofrCra1ge that six other Diamond 
amond Vall_cy Secondary s1an program and the _sec- The schools wen: part of Val_ley sch~ols received 
College received grants as ondary college was 8J"cn 670 schools to received vaned fund10g. 

Asthma plan 
~~~~~ ~~n ~~~~:e~~I~~ ~d~=~~s'~~rt!\.bit 
week urged to understand and manage their asthma 

be¥~~ d~~~;Wut' ,. or 

r-------------, 
NEW YOU 

5 MONTHS $249 
(SAVE $120) 

FULL HEALTH CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
PRESENT THIS AD FOR YOUR SPECIAL DEAL 

/•~., LOWER PLENTY SPORTS CENTRE 
CT/,;, 123 MAIN RD LOWER PLENTY 

~ 9435 4444 ~,-.,,-
L - - - - - - - - - - - - - :I 
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Three days allowed 
to hear objections 
THE Administrative Appeals Tri­
bunal will allow three days to hear 
Nillumbik residents' appeals 
against plans for a petrol station. 
convenience store and fast food 
restaurant development on the 
former Eltham Shire office site. 

Nillumbik Council passed Dal­
las Price Homes' development 
plans for the Main Rd site at its 
October council meeting. It re­
ceived one petition and 179 objec­
tions to the proposal. 

Subsequently the Eltham Gate­
way Action Group(EGAG), Fran­
cis Burgoyne and Thelma 
Barkway lodged objections with 
the AAT on a number of grounds. 
These included that the proposal 
is contrary to the Eltham Town 
Centre policy in the planning 
scheme, an inappropriate use of 
land within the special environ­
ment of the Eltham Gateway and 
com~P ,r,e,e~aca.d 

~~~~i~:ta~/~h~h~l~~~itSc:io~ 
Citizens club. 

The hearing is set for February 
21 to 24. 

EGAG has organised a number 
of events to raise money to fund 
its leg.al representation at the 
AAT. 

Symbolic show 
EGAG president Jenni Mitchell 

said people had donated money to . 
fund the group's legal representa­
tion at the AAT during the 
Nillumbik Festival and at the re­
cent ·Hands Around the Site' 
event when more than 400 people 
linked hands and surrounded the . 
site in a symbolic show of SUP­
pon. 

··tt gives me great encourage­
ment in our battle to know that 
there is so much continuing sup­

rt from the Ehham communi-

ty," Ms Mitchell said. 
··11 was an uplifting feeling that 

a community can ~ve you, when 
all those locals joined hands to­
gether, around the outside of the 
fence. 

"If we didn't think we had a 
chance of winning this appeal at 
the AAT, we would not be con­
tinuing." 

The next event planned by 
EGAG is a 'Celebrities IO x I 2' 
exhibition ofan work. 

"We have invited I()() artists 
and celebrities to complete a can­
vas JO x 12 inches each, and we 
will be exhibiting and auctioning 
them at Montsalvat on December 
I 5," Ms Mitchell said. 

EGAffs other fundraising ac­
tivities include the sale of raffle 
tickets, t-shirts, car stickers and 
cook books. 

-JOHN DUBOIS 

Owners 
should 
check 
numbers 
NILLUMBIK Council 
has warned property own­
ers they could be fined for 
failing to display street 
numbers under the Local 
GoYernmenl Act, 

Nillumbik Council falu­
er 0.Yid Way said proper-
ty owners were urged to 1 

~~~~~h!~uur'!tbcb; o'::r~ j 
grown shrubs, defaced, 
faded or were .missing. 

Mr Way said failure to 
clearly display street num­
bers could also delay the 
arrifll of an emergency 
senice and incomenience 
others. "II could mean the 
difference between life and 
death, or losing a house 
due to a fire," Mr Way 
said. For more information 
call 9433 3291. 



LASER 
Vision 
Correction 
Leadingl.a>CfEyeSpccialist. DrMait \1edo11,nick.«intinuesh.is regular 
column lfl\l\mng quemons about this e.ttihni new trea1men1 
DrMedcr,vndisDiJ«toroftheEpworth EyeCtn11tandMedowrudUstl 
Oinic. He has 12 ytm elpcrim.'e in refractJl't 1urgery 1M ha; performed 
11sersorgcryon200Jt)es 

QWba1artthenc111dr,;elopmcntsinl1.er11sioncomction? 

A:The•11holefieldofrefrac1i1eourgcryi1cootinuaUyC\·o!l·ingand11,itb 
each pas,ing year. ll't will be able to treat patients with more and rnore 
oomple~ refrxti,e errors. 

Q:What is LA.SIK-« ·nap and zap'? 

A:Thisis 1ncwfas1111dprocedureuiingl\C\ll·genera11onta:hnologyand 
soft111'MtfromSi:hw11!dinGermany(thewnecompanytha1manufa.turtdoor 
E,,cimcr Wr) Together wilh laser treatment this new procedure may grt 
yoobackco-.ur\.ll!llOSlimmediatelyandcansometimesgi1?uncorrected 
dri'1ing~ision'llithin24hours.Hm:e.forpcoflle111thbu1yhfestyks.1tmay 
bepos1ibletotreatbolheyesooly 1ooupleofdaysapan.Th11proced11J?isri 
course no1 fore-o?ryooe and ind111dual u·dionon, are dir.cussed m dmil 10 
our Oinic. {h'm!I ,·iMl result, are =lien! v,ith beth procedures. 

Q:H0111dolfindCllte.uctlywhatissu111bleformc:1 

A:Ci.lloortollfrtenumberl80067J93724hoorsaday.se>'tlldaysa 
11?tk. You can arrange a freeassessmentattheClinic 'lofuch i! siMted 1t 
Ep,,,·orth Eye Cenlrt. comer Hoddle Sttect lrid Bridge Road ID Ridurmi 
Ourtn1nedsialf"'ill1pendasrnuchumea,1snerns.uy11-i1h)·ou 
Bythem11c!performyoarlasertreatment.)w!booldbi\"etheconfidenct. 
thcknov.lcdgeandtheenthusia;mforlhisp-octdurc'l,hi,:hcanhelp 
frttyoureyes. 

Medownick Laser Clinic 
1800 673 937 

To advertise 
in this section 
Contact your 

local Leader office 

Uncertainty 
on schools 
RECENT spc:cualtion about 
school merger proposals has creat­
ed Sl}me uncertainty in the local 
comm unit} about the fate: of their 
local schools. 

Bundoora Secondary College: 
was involved in restructuring dis­
cussions however at a recc:n!ty 
held mc:c:ting of the: college: coun­
cil it was decided that the college 
would remain as a 7-12 stand­
alone campus. The college will 
offer a comprehensive: range of 
VCE subjects for 1997 plus dual 
recognition School Tafe links in 
the Certificate Of Automotive 
Studies Electronics. Office Ad­
ministration and Hospitality 

rhc: college's close proximity to 
the Urban Land Authority's de­
velopments at the Larundal. 
Mont Park and Bundoora 
Repatreation sites will result in 
increased enrolments at the col­
lege. Departmental projections 
arc for a colkge populahon of 500 
students over the longer term. 

The college has recently 
changed its name from Green­
wood Secondary College to Bun­
doora Sc:condary College to hettcr 
identify its location as a local 
community school serving the 
residents living close to the sub­
urb of Bundoora. The collcie 
which began w11h 50 students in 

I 971 ha~ just celebrated 25 years 
of education within the local com­
munitv. A reunion ball was held 
at the.City of Whittlcsea's new 
community function entre with 
over 400 guests in attendance. 
Congratulations must go to the 
small but enthusiastic committee 
responsible for the planning and 
organisation of the night 

During 1996 the college master 
plan was completed and the De­
partment Of Education have allo­
cated $9:!0.000 for a major up­
grade of the buildings both 
internal and external. the upgrade 
will be~in shortly and be con_,plet­
ed dunng 1997. The: year 7 infor­
mation night will be: held at the 
college on December 5. If any 

~ 
LETTERS 
Letters to tile Editor must be 
s~ned and supplied with a full 
name, address and a contact 
phone 111Jmber for validatioo 
purposes.Preterence is given 
to legible letters of no more 
than 300 words. We reserve 
the right to edit letters. 
Readers can now send their 
letters by E·Mail. The address 
is: edHorOleadernews.com.au 

reader.; are interested m an in• 
spection of the college facilities 
please call the school on 
946 7 1511 to arrange an appoint­
ment with the principal. 
Greg Ralron, 
Leno" Cres, 
BundOOl'"a, 
Council President. 
Bundoora Secondar) College. 

Site traffic 
dangers 
I WRITE about the development 
of the site of the demolished shire 
office in Main. Rd. Eltham. 

Perhaps many residents arc: un­
aware that the: site was ,wned 
·commercial" by the elected coun­
cillors who probably never 
thought that the shire offices 
would ever be demolished. 

The wning also includes the 
war memorial land. The proposal 
to build a petrol station. Hungry 
Jack's restaurant and shops on the 
site can only be: classed as un­
suitable. 

The extra traffic created hy this 

projecl will create a dangerous 
situation on the already over­
loaded Main Rd. 

Try and imagine: - traffic 
banked up at tht; Bri~ge St lights 
perhaps some llme in the near 
future a roundabout at Panther 
Place, lights at Dudley St. pedes­
trian ligh';S at the ~t office and 
possible lights at Diamond St )0 
cater for the traffic from the rail­
way car park which has been 
moved to Diamond St. It all this 
comes to pass it will be all due to 
the granting of a permit for the 
development of the aforemen­
tioned site. 

r believe the local traders are 
the ones to suffer - who can 
blame people shopping elsewhere 
in a situation like this 

All in all. thi& project if devel­
oped can sound the "death knell'" 
for Eltham. 
Frank Bur11oyne, 
Diamond St, 
E: llham. 

Thanks for 
support 
WE WISH to thanl the large 
number of supporters of the El­
tham Gateway Action Group who 
turned out to hold hands around 
the site of the former Eltham 
Shire Offices. 

Your presence and support re­
minds us why this area. the heart 
ofl:ltham is so precious and wor­
thy of protection from such an 
awfu~ development It was noted 
that the developer's consultant 
thought it wonhwhilc: 10 come 
along and make sure it wasn't just 
a few noisy agitators. 

No. we were more than 400 
concerned but calm residents. 
knowing that our council has not 
acted to protect us from this intru­
sive development. 

fhe poetry. singing and hand 
holding renected a unique com­
munity spirit - we just want 
good development to coincide 
with this. 

Wedeservebetterthanthishid­
eous affront to our senses and we 
will gel it with your support 
Please come along to Montsalvat 

at 5pm. Sund~y. December IS 10 
our Celebrities !0xl2 art 
exhibition/auction. We will also 
have the recent unearthed 
Shillingtaw cookbooks '"Flavour 
ofEltham". our ne)V stickers and 
plenty of membership forms. We 
look forward to mc:c:ting everyone 
there:. 
Margaret Jennings, 
33 Stanley An, 
Eltham, 
(Sec. E:llham Gateway Action 
Group) 

Confusion 
on rates 
THE change to the Capital Im­
proved Value system in calcu]a\· 
ingrates within the City ofBanyu­
le has resulted in much resident 
confusion. Some residents rates 
llavedecreasedwhilstothershave 
increased markedly. 

The calculation of rates over a 
nine-month period as opposed to 
the usual 12-month period has 
decci~ed some residents into be­
lie\·ing that they had received a 
rate decrease when in fact their 
rated had increased. 

The large increase in rates for 
some residents is of concern and if 
the CIV were to be introduced. it 
should have been done so o~er a 

:;:i:;~:~-g~; ~t~fr!cti~~n 
The: council should have also 

given spe<:ial consideration to 
pensioners and low income earn­
ers wllo will feel the increase in 
rates the most. 

For residents living in Mont­
morency and Lower Plenty, the 
reduction in rates a~cr the split 
from the Shire ofEltham in 1995 
was long overdue. For far too long 
Montmorency and Lower Plenty 
residents had subsidised services 
in the Shire: of Eltham 

Rates are now at levels that 
better renect the residents use of 
Council services rather than being 
the "'hread basket'" of the Eh ham 
SHirc:. 
Dale Peters, 
Kinnear Court. 
Montmorenc}'. 



Making 
it easy 
to 
recruit 

What about that 
link, asks council 

FEDERAi. Goiern­
mt>nt changes 10 1he 
JobS1ar1 .. age subsi• 
d)' program 1>ill 
mahiteasierforlo­
cal businesses to re­
cruit unemplo)ed 
people. Greusbo­
rough Cl·~S manager 
\ndrca White said 
last ,.·ttk. 

F:mplo)ers could 
be eligible for subsi­
dies of up to $325 a 
11·eek for 20 ,.eeks. 
:\Is White1;aid. 

"JobStar1 is a 
ncxibtc wage subsid)' 
program designed to 
help emplO)t'TS hire 
extra staff, both 
full-time and 
part-time, without 
being squeezed fi­
nancially," she said. 

For more informa­
l ion ca 11 J err 
LhersidMe at 1he 
Grccnsborough CES 
on 9433 6621. 

by NATALIE TOWN 

BANYULE Council has called 
on the State Government to con­
duct an environmental effects 
statement on the "missing link" 
in the outer ring road between 
Grccnsborough and Ringwood. 

The council's three commis­
sioners last week criticised the 
government for failing to put the 
north cast ring road on the agen­
da and include it in the Trans­
pwtinK \lelbourne document re­
leased earlier this year. 

Commissioner John Pizzey 
said the State Government ap­
peared ··reticent" on t~e issue 
and needed "to get on with if". 

··This is one issue this current 
government has not embraced as 
it should have," he said. 

But Gavin Clancy, a spokes­
man for Roads and Ports Minis­
ter Geoff Craige. said an environ­
mental effects statement for an 
outer ring road was "premature··. 

"We have not decided if the 
project would go ahead:· he said. 

"When the need is there we 
will take all appropriate steps. 

but the project is not on the 
books so to do an environmental 
effects statement . is pre­
mature:· 

Mr Pizzey said the "missing 
link'. was ··absolutely necessary" 
to connect industrial and com­
mercial areas with the airport, 
ports and the Hume Highway. 

He said it was also needed so 
the Shire of Nillumbik could 
progress its long term strategy 
planning. 

Mr Pizzcy made 1he comments 
at a council meeting last week 
when the commissioners made a 
formal response to the Transport­
ing Me/ho11rne document. 

While the commissioners were 
generally supportive of the report 
they were critical it did not iden­
tify the north east link of the 
Melbourne Orbital Transport 
Corridor. 

They voted to advise the De­
partment of Infrastructure they 
objected to the statement in the 
document to rely on ··existing 
links for the foreseeable future" 
between Greensborough and 
Ringwood. 

They called on the government 
for "dearer direction" on the 
issue and to conduct an environ­
mental effects statement similar 
to the one being prepared for the 
Scoresby Transport Corridor. 

The commissioners also want 
the State Government to include 
the three sections of sing.le track 
on the Hurstbridge rail line in 
the investigation by the task force 
into bottlenecks on the rail 
network. 

President of the Public Trans­
port Users Group. Paul Mees, 
said an environment effects 
stalement was "sensible". 

"I believe ifwe conduct one we 
will establish A) !here is no need 
for it (a north east ring road) and 
B) it will be environmentally de­
structive," he said. 

Anti Ring Road Organisation 
spokesman Stephen Clcndinnen 
said while ARRO did not sup. 
port a ring road he believed there 
should be an overall plan. 

He said Melbourne freeways 
had been built in a piecemeal 
approach allowing them to go 
ahead with little opposition. 

THINNING HAIR? 
Don't ignore it 

SERIES "10f' HAIR FORMULA 
Winner 8 International Awards 

DUCTED COOLING 
The resuns speak for themselves 

SEND FOR FREE BROCHURE ii 
101 PRODUCTS PTY LTD(A.C.N 059504504) ~ 

PO Box 51, Guildford WA 6055 ~ 

RING FREE CALL 1800 061 916 

Buy NOW, Pay in 1997 
No deposit! = No repayments! 

No interest (TAP) 

NEW 
AND USED 

TEXTBOOKS 
BUY & SELL 

B101.0~Y PH: 9458 4749 
OIEMIJffY" j 
NORTH OF THE YAARA P/L ~ 

52-56 STAATHALLAN AD, MACLEOD f 

Swinburne 
atLILVDALE 

Bachelor of Tourism and 
Enterprise Management 

Tourism is Australia's most rapidly growing 
business. This new degree course at 
Swinburne's Lilydale campus, at the gateway 
of the Yarra Valley, can help you be part of 

that growth. 

Developed in response to the needs of the 
tourism industry, the Bachelor of Tourism and 
Enterprise Management will give you the 

skills for a career in tourism management. 

The three years full-time (six years part time) 
course will give you skills that are applicable 
in a global sense, and it will feature case 

studies of Yarra Valley businesses. 

Subjects covered in the course include 
tourism services marketing, ecotourism, 
tourism enterprise development and strategic 

planning. 

For information and direct applications, call I 
Swinburne at Lilydale on 9215 7000 



Minister to rule 
on proposal 

by FIONA KAEGI 

PLANN ING Minister Robert 
Maclellan will decide if the Shell 
Service Station and Hungry Jacks 
planned for Eltham will go ahead, 
taking the manerout of the hands 
of the Administrative Appeals Tri­
bunal. 

The Eltham Gateway Action 
Group and residents Thelma 
Barkway and Frank Burgoyne had 
lodged appeals at the AAT against 
developer Dallas Price Homes' 
plans to build a petrol station. 
convenience store and fast-food 
restaurant at the former Eltham 
Shire office site. 

Nillumbik Council, which re­
ceived one petition and 179 objec­
tions to the proposal. had ap­
proved the development plans at 
its October meeting. 

A spokesman for Mr Maclellan 
said the minister had called the 
maner in because the policy and 
planning issues it raised were of 
State significance. 

He said the minister would be 
inviting written submissions over 
the coming weeks. and would 
makehisdecisionearlyinthenew 
year. 

Pres:.:,nt·of the~\~!!~-

way Action Group. Jenni Mitchell. 
said the group would request a 
hearing with the minister to dis­
cuss the matter. 

"Wearewriting tothe minister 
to request an explanation as to why 
he has taken this extraordinary 
action by calling in this matter," 
she said. 

"We can only assume that the 
minister has taken this action be­
cause he has become aware that 
there isa feeling of disquiet across 
the community wi th the 
Nillumbik commissioners grant­
ing the permit." 

Fund-raiser 
Ms Mitchell said the group, 

which had o~nised an an exhibi­
tion and auction to raise money for 
its AAT appeal. would go ahead 
with its fund-raiser because the 
money could be used for other 
aspects of its fight to stop the 
development. 

Ms Mitchell said she was not 
disillusioned by the minister call­
ing in the appeal. 

" l thinkwehaveafairchance.•• 
shesaid. 

Eltham Senior Citizens· presi­
dent, Thelma Barkwa}; said she 
would wri te to the minister to 

express her concerns about the 
development. 

Mrs Barkway said its location 
next to the Eltham Senior Citizens 
hall. would create noise and traffic 
problems. 

Mrs Bark way said she was afraid 
she would not have her chance to 
beheard. 

Eltham resident Frank Bur­
goyne. who had obJttte<l to the 
proposal saying it was an overde­
velopment of the area and would 
create traffic problems, also feared 
his concerns would not be heard. 

Andrew Biacsi the director of 
Contour Consultants Australia, 
consultants for developer Dallas 
Price Homes, said he hoped the 
matter could be resolved as quick­
ly as possible. but did not wish to 
comment any further. 

Eltham MP Wayne Phillips said 
the community should be pleased 
the minister was taki ng control of 
the matter. 

Mr Phillips said some concerns 
had been raised by residents about 
the development and the planning 
process which would be investigat­
ed thoroughly by the minister. 

Nillumbik Council chief com­
missioner Don Cordell dedined to 
comment. 
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Italian Cypress Assessment, Main Road, Eltham 

Figure 1 cypress 1996 

CONVENIENCE CENTRE DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL: ITALIAN 
CYPRESS AT FORMER EL THAM SHIRE OFFICES SITE, MAIN RD., 
ELTHAM 

PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT SITE: 

Development Proposal 

The proposed development is at the former Eltham Shire offices site which includes 
three Italian cypress (Cupressus sempe,virens) . The trees are mature and form a 
row. 

The proposed redevelopment of the site will mean removal of these trees. The site 
plan (July 1996, see Fig . 2) shows a large paved driveway and parking area fronting 

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1997: 1 

Ettham0istrictHistoricalSocle!y(ellhamh is1o,y.org.au 



Italian Cypress Assessment, Main Road, Eltham 

a convenience shop and Shell petrol station, complete with the standard Shell 
canopy. The Italian cypress are shown dotted, to be relocated . 

RO A 0 

___ , ,. 
I ,. 

it: . .--' ,-,~ 
- , 

Figure 2 proposed development showing the cypress superimposed on the 
plan- little modification is required to retain them 

Shire of Eltham Heritage Study findings .,_ 

The Shire of Eltham Heritage Study (David Bick, 199~ described the site as a 
"group of three pencil pines- Cuppressus sempervirens" (sic). Their cultural 
significance was described as: 

These trees are the sole remains of the garden of historic 
Shillinglaw Cottage which was on this site previously. 
Al though they do not: date from the time of construction of the 

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1997: 2 
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cottage t:hey are still significant as indicators of this 
earlier site use where the Council offices now stand1. 

The study management guidelines stated: 

Protect from any future site development. The trees appear to 
have bad an exceps of soil bull t up around t:heir trunks and 
over the root zone. This should be removed as much as 
practicable and if necessary, further root zone aeration 
should be introducecP. 

Bick states that the trees were planted by c1920 during the major ownership and 
occupation period of the adjacent Shillinglaw Cottage by the Shillinglaw family. 
Shilling law Cottage was moved in 1963 to its present nearby location soon after the 
Eltham Council purchased the site from the Phillip Shilling law Estate. The Shilling law 
building was moved to its present site through public subscription but these trees 
remained and were incorporated in the new development. The three Italian cypress 
trees (Cupressus sempervirens) are the only physical markers of the former cottage 
site (and the former Shire Offices entry). 

n+~~.;:::~~·:.:.:.·~~,.'. I 

Figure 3 Three cypress c1968 (Bick, p.1302) 

1 D. Bick, Shire of Eltham Heritage Study, 1996, p.1304 
2 ibid. 
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Early photographs of the site show the three Italian cypress in their present location 
probably early this century and again in 1968 (see Figure s 3-5) The trees appear 
little changed after seventy years. If the photo (Figure 4) 3, showing the trees as 
mature, was taken in the period c1900-1920, the trees may have been planted 
earlier, soon after the construction of Shilling law Cottage in c1878-80 by George 
Stebbing. Similar cypress are also planted at the entry to the notable and early Ellis 
cottage in nearby Diamond Creek, further supporting a nineteenth century origin for 
the Eltham cypress. 

Bick identified the trees as local significant, having met the following Eltham study 
criteria: 

• evocation of the area's history 
• rarity within the former Eltham shire 
• illustration of the historical theme which is identified as 'private planting' 
• contribution to the historical streetscape. 

Bick recommended local planning protection to the extent of the three trees and the 
surrounding site to a radius of ten metres. 

Analysing Bick's assessment, the three Italian cypress trees may date from the same 
period as the construction of Shillinglaw Cottage and were probably planted by the 
Shillinglaw family (owners c1882-1963), thus associating the trees with two important 
names in Eltham's history, Shillinglaw and Stebbing the owner-builder (evocation of 
the area's history). As mature exotic plantings, more typical of the nineteenth 
century, trees of this type and age are not common in the Nillumbik Shire (ie. rarity). 
The study's ·private planting' theme is strongly reflected in that the cypress are 
major plantings from the 40 acres of cultivated land once attached to the Shillinglaw 
Cottage 4. The early photographs confirm that the trees have been an important 
streetscape element on the Main Road for over 100 years (historical streetscape). 

The cultural significance of the cypress trees is specific to this site, in that they 
appear to date from the same period as the construction of the locally significant 
Shillinglaw Cottage and that they are the sole indicators of the original location of the 
building. They are also important elements which contribute to the Eltham cultural 
landscape and the 'Gateway' heritage precinct to the south and west which itself 
has significance resulting from the collection of individually significant buildings and 
structures (see appendix). 

3 ELHPC photograph no. 708 
"'mature planing in front of the library may have been on the site but removed from the house, 
including an oak, loquat and pepper trees- only the pepper trees were identified in the Eltham study 

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1997: 4 
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. ·-~:- : • 

~ 

~,-'~f~{{{;~,~;~:c:-·~.- ~ 
Figure 4 Main Road, Eltham c1900-20? (Bick, p.1303, ELHPC) see detail 

Site context: 

The original site of the 
Shillinglaw Cottage (the subject 

t . site) is within Josiah Holloway's 
·11' important 1850s subdivision,_ 

• known as Little Eltham, whic~ 
became the centre of the first 
Eltham township5. Adjacent to 

~ the former Council offices is the 
Eltham Library, designed by 
architect Greg Burgess and 
officially opened in May 1995. 
This mud brick and recycled 

Figure 5 detail showing trees and cottage timber building won the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects 

Institutional Architecture Award in 19956. The building is not listed in the Shire of 
Eltham Heritage Study but may be considered for addition to the Nillumbik Shire's list 
of heritage assets because of its recognised architectural importance within the 
architecture profession. 

Close to the Library is the relocated Shilling law Cottage, identified as of local 
significance within the Bick study7. 

5 Bick, p.1294f. 
6 Nillumbik Shire Council brochure, The Townships of Nillumbik 
7 Bick, p.1294 
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Immediately west of the Council offices is the timber trestle railway bridge, built in 
1901-2 and now one of the few remaining examples of this type of railway bridge 
construction in the Melbourne metropolitan area. This forms a visually prominent 
backdrop and a visual buffer to the Eltham Gateway heritage precinct and has been 
identified in the Eltham study as of individual significance 6. 

Other elements which contribute to this sense of period include mature planting (oak 
etc.) near the library and are also potentially contemporary with the cottage. 

Recommendation: 

To preserve this cultural significance, the Italian cypress should be retained in any 
redevelopment of the site with a sufficient buffer area to allow them heritage 
expression and an assurance of future health . Any proposed relocation of the trees 
would result in the loss of cultural significance and would again severely threaten the 
future health of the trees. Relocation or loss of the trees would also refiect on the 
significance of the notable Shillinglaw Cottage, as there would be no historical 
marker to its original site. This species of cypress is particularly long-lived and would 
be a lasting heritage asset to the precinct. There is an opportunity to incorporate the 
trees in a design which maintains their significance to the Shire of Nillumbik and 
Eltham residents. 

Figure 6 Shillinglaw's cottage pictured prior to removal on this site, 
with the cypress to the left of the view (ELHPC) 

GRAEME BUTLER 

Heritage Consultant 
01 .04.97 

8 Bick, p.1382 
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APPENDIX 
Gateway Heritage Precinct contributory sites listed in the Eltham Heritage Study 

• Road Bridge Over Diamond Creek, Main Road Eltham 
• Lim Joon House, Former, Main Road Eltham 

Lombardy Poplars- 'Populus Nigra' Var. ·Italica' (2),Main Road Eltham 
Wingrove Cottage & Pencil Pines (Sic)- ·cupressus Sempervirens' (2) , & Planting , 
Main Road Eltham 
Eltham State School No.209 Residence (Former) & Monterey Pines - ' Pinus 
Radiata' (2), Main Road Eltham 
Jarrold (Or White Cloud) Cottage, Shop & Rear Matcham Skipper Studio, Main 
Road Eltham 
Plane Tree Avenue (Of Honour?), - 'Platanus Axe Acerifolia ', Main Road , Dalton & 
Pitt Streets Eltham 
Adobe Building , Main Road Eltham 
Police Residence & Rear Stable (Former), Now National Park Service Office, Main 
Road Eltham 

• Brick Shop & Dwelling, Main Road Eltham 
• Living And Learning Centre, Main Road Eltham 
• Eltham Community Centre, Peppercorn Tree ('Schinus Molle'), Planting & Wheel 

Rim (Tyring) Tool In Grounds, Main Road Eltham 
• Eltham Hotel (Pre 1940 Section),Main Road & Pitt Street Eltham 
• Eltham First & Second World War Memorial, Front Of Eltham R.S.L. . Building , 

Main Road Eltham 
• Bank, Former, Main Road Eltham 
• Uniting Church, Former Methodist Church, Main Road Eltham 
• Shop (J .N. Burgoyne),Main Road Eltham 
• Shop, York Street & Main Road Eltham 
• Alistair Knox Park, Bridge Street & Main Road Eltham 
• Weatherboard House, Main Road Eltham 
• Shillinglaw Cottage, Main Road Eltham 
• Railway Timber Trestle Bridge, Over Diamond Creek, Panther Place Eltham 
• St. Margaret's Anglican Church, Former Vicarage (Dendy House), Adobe Hall & 

Grounds, Formerly Christ Church, Pitt Street Eltham 
• Peter Garner Adobe Studio & Adjacent Shed, Brougham Street, Eltham. 
• Wingrove Park, Main Road Eltham 

Graeme Butler & Associates, 1997: 7 
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Nillumbik Italian Cypress Report 

ARBORICUL TURAL REPORT 

Terms of Reference: 

(a) To inspect the site in question, namely the three(3) Italian Cypress located in 
the grounds of the former Shire Offices at Main Road, Eltham . 

(b) To provide an objective appraisal of the trees in question and provide 
recommendations for the future management of the trees. 

Procedure: 

The three trees were inspected and observations of the surrounding area was made. 

No samples of tree or soil wer~ taken for analysis. 

Introduction: 

The management of tree assets, whatever their condition is a responsibility that falls 
upon the owner of the property in which the tree or trees grow. 

In this case the owner of the property, the Shire ofNillumbik, has not only the 
responsibility to see that the trees are kept in a safe, aesthetic and pleasing manner but 
they also have a responsibility for the long tenn viability of their tree assets. 

In such a case as this the Shire has to take into account the concerns of a whole range 
of interested parties and make decisions with regard to those concerns. This becomes 
more of a issue if the trees in question are significant. 

In this situation we have trees being significant not only because of their age or size 
but also the fact that they have historical significance with regard to the site together 
with their visual impact in this area. 

The trees in question are providing many benefits, however they have been prone to 
many of the stresses placed on them by the urban environment. In this case these 
influences range from wind stress, deoxygenation of the surrounding soils and 
changed underground water movement patterns and all of these plus others we may 
be unable to see such as root loss or deformities are adding to the decline of these 
trees. 

With this in mind it is vital to prepare a tree management strategy which focuses on 
controlled management rather than just action on any perceived ' threat1. 

Glenn Waters - Consulting Arborist Page I 
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However, in public open space such as this, the safety of persons must be given due 
priority and if a tree exhibits a major structural fault or is at a point of physiological 
decline where amenity has been lost or the tree may fail, then removal is often the 
only option. 

On a site like this the main concern is with the redevelopment of the site and the 
significance of the trees in connection with the site. 

This report will examine the current condition of the trees, their long term viability on 
the site, particularly given the proposed redevelopment, and wether the trees can be 
transplanted with any chance of survival. 

Obseivations: 

With regard to the specific problems with each of the trees, the following 
observations and recommendations are made with a view to provide a balanced 
management plan for this area. 

For the purposes of clarity the 'trees have been numbered as per the site plan which is 
included with the report. 

The trees in question are mature Italian Cypress (Cupressus sempervirens subsp. 
Sempervirens) . All three trees show the distinctive structure of this species with the 
typical shape and form . 

All three trees are somewhat one-sided probably due mainly to their proximity to the 
recently demolished buildings. This has seen the trees being left in only average-poor 
form. 

There has been a major excavation of the North side of the trees with a steep decline 
starting approximately 1.0 metre from the tree' s trunks. The South side of the trees 
has the remains of a asphalt roadway with a concrete kerb and channel located 
approximately 1.5 metres from the trunks. 

Tree I. (East Tree) 

This specimen has an approximate height of 10.5 metres with and average canopy 
spread of 3.0 metres and a trunk calliper of 700mm. This tree has average form and 
average health and condition. However, the canopy does seem to be starting to thin 
and this could be the beginning stages of decline. 

Glenn Waters - Consulting Arborist Page2 
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Tree 2. (Middle Tree) 

This specimen has an approximate height of8.0 metres with and average canopy 
spread of 3.0 metres and a trunk calliper of 500mm. This tree has average form and 
poor health and condition. The canopy is starting to thin and the structure is opening 
slightly. The tree does seem to be in the beginning stages of decline. 

Tree 3. (West Tree) 

This specimen has an approximate height of 11.0 metres with and average canopy 
spread of 3 .0 metres and a trunk calliper of 700mm . This tree has average form and 
average health and condition. However, the canopy also seems to be starting to thin 
and this could be the beginning stages of decline. 

Discussion: 

These tree trees are considered' significant for several reasons: 

Marking the original location of the Shillinglaw Cottage. 

The likelihood that the trees were planted at the time of the construction of the 
Cottage. 

The advanced age of the trees (probably in excess of l00 years). 

The rarity of this species within the Shire. 

Their contribution to the landscape of the Eltham Gateway Area. 

These criteria have been noted both by David Dick's Eltharn Heritage Study (1996) 
and in the report by Graeme Butler and Associates (1996). 

I would certainly concur with the comments in the report of Butler and Associates -
Management Aspects, with respect to the retention of the tree and the reasons for the 
current condition of the trees. 

Further to this it should be understood that the works that have already occurred 
during the demolition of the site will have caused added stress to the trees. This is 
due to the extra compaction and root severance within the Critical Root Zone area. 

Glenn Waters - Consulting Arborist Page J 
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Options for Future Management. 

Option l. Retention of the Trees in their Current Location. 

This option would see the trees remain in there current location with appropriate 
measures put in place to allow for retention of root zone areas. This would need to be 
done together with remedial works to improve the site conditions and tree health and 
condition. 

The retention of the trees would need to be planned into the redevelopment and 
guidelines are included in the recommendations below. There are also 
recommendations for further remedial works required at the completion of the 
construction works. 

Retaining and presetving mature trees on construction sites can be fraught with 
problems. This is something that is often done poorly and with little consideration 
given to the condition that trees require for smvival and subsequently the survival rate 
is normally extremely low. 

Certain basic requirements must be met if the trees are to sutvive. A sustainable root 
system with access to water, nutrients and oxygen and space to continue to grow and 
an allowance for the spread of the canopy are often elements that are neglected and 
lead to tree failure. 

Issues which will effect the survival of the trees on a site such as this will be the 
following : 

• Tree Root Severance (through grade changes, trenching, preparing sub-grades, 
excavation for footings, etc.) 

• Soil Compaction 

Compaction of the soil on a site such as this is caused as a result of the mechanical 
compression of the soil profile (particularly at the surface) by vehicles and heavy 
equipment and pedestrians. If compaction occurs it can result in reduced or arrested 
water infiltration, poor gaseous exchange between the root environment and the 
atmosphere, increases in the penetrative resistance to root growth through the soil and 
the deoxygenation of the soil profile. 

Any or all of these factors can lead to tree decline and depending upon individual tree 
tolerances or site conditions, the eventual death of the trees effected. This condition 
needs to be avoided at all costs 

• Tree Canopy Damage (through injury from vehicles/equipment or excessive 
pruning, etc) 
Glenn Waters - Consulting Aiborist 
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• Inadequate or Excessive Soil Moisture (through changed drainage patterns or 
underground water backup) 

If these issues cannot be resolved prior to the start of the proposed construction then 
the trees will not be able to be retained in its current state and should be removed. 

Option 2. Transplanting of the Trees to a new Site. 

This option should only be considered in an extreme situation due to the following 
factors . 

• The significant root loss involved with any transplanting works (even in a best 
possible scenario situation). 

• The age of the trees and its relevance on the ability of the trees to deal with major 
environmental changes. 

• The cultural significance of the trees existing at their current location, particularly as 
markers of the original Cottage location. 

Option 3. The Complete Removal of the Trees. 

Given the condition of the trees and the fact that they are probably entering the first 
stages of decline (as mentioned above), this option will probably have to be 
considered in the near future. 

The trees will certainly be detrimentally effected by the recent demolition works and 
even with proper planing and remedial works after development, the tree may decline 
further. 

lf this option is considered the site of the trees could be marked with some type of 
memorial (structural or planted). There may even be scope for this memorial to 
utilise timber from the actuaJ trees. 
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Conclusions & Recommendations: 

It is my firm opinion that the best option for the future management of these 
trees is for their retention in their current location. 

The transplanting of the trees (Option 2) has an extremely low survival percentage 
and should not be considered other than as a last resort. 

The removal of these trees (Option 3) is not yet warranted but must it must be 
understood that this will have to be undertaken at some point in the future. There 
needs to be thought given to this scenario so that when this occurs there are plans 
already in place to deal with this issue. 

Retention Guidelines. 

To preserve mature trees within a construction site certain precautions must be taken 
to assure that neither the trunk; limbs nor root system of the tree are excessively 
damaged. The root system of a tree is the most vital and the most delicate part of the 
plant, and the most easily damaged. 

The root system of the tree extends far from the trunk, often beyond the dripline of 
the tree. The fine absorbing roots, those that collect water and nourishment for the 
tree, are located primarily within the top 150 - 300mm of the soil. The roots and the 
soil in this surface layer must be protected from injury. 

Any encroachment, disturbance, or compaction of the soil around the tree will 
damage or destroy the fine absorbing roots. Injury caused by cutting, crushing, 
suffocation, poisoning, or moisture stress by inundation or dehydration can result in 
the death of the tree. Injuries caused during construction projects may not be finally 
apparent for many years after the completion of the project, but can ultimately kill the 
tree. 

Grade changes can also be particularly damaging to trees. Even as little as 50mm of 
fill can cause the death of a tree. Lowering the grade can destroy major portions of a 
root system. Any grade changes proposed should be approved before construction 
begins, and precautions taken to mitigate potential injuries. 

The protection and preservation of the existing trees will require many criteria to be 
met but by far the most important issue is that of Tree Protection Zones and the actual 
Tree Protection Fences. 
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The Tree Protection Zones are normally delineated by a consulting arborist and the 
Tree Protection Fences should be constructed along the following lines. 

The actual fence specifications should be a minimum of 1.2 - LS metres of chain 
mesh or like fence with 1.8 metre star pickets every 3-4 metres and a top line of high 
visibility plastic hazard tape. This fence will deter the entry of heavy equipment and 
vehicles and also the entry of workers and/or the public into the Tree Preservation 
Zone. 

These fences should only be removed or shifted by the consent of the Site Manager 
and consultant arborist. 

The area inside this Tree Preservation Zone should be mulched with a covering of at 
least I 00mm -I 50mm of woodchip or like material. 

The fo llowing are guidelines that must be implemented to minimise the impact of the 
proposed construction works on the existing trees. 

• The Tree Preservation Zone is fenced and clearly marked at all times (according to 
the specification above). 

• A consultant arborist is onsite to supervise all excavation works around the trees. 

• A layer of organic mulch (woodchips) to a depth of 100mm - 150mm should be 
placed over all root systems (not just in the Tree Preservation Zones) of the trees so as 
to assist with moisture retention and to reduce the impact of compaction. This is 
particularly important where there will be constant construction vehicle traffic. 

• No persons, vehicles or machinery to enter the Tree Preservation Zone without the 
consent of the Site Manager and the consulting arborist. 

• Any underground service installations should be bored and utility authorities should 
common trench where possible. 

• No fuel, oil dumps or chemicals shall be allowed in or stored on the Tree 
Preservation Zone and the servicing and refuelling of equipment and vehicles should 
be carried out away from the root zones wherever possible. 

• No storage of material, equipment or temporary building should take place over the 
root zone of any tree. 

• Nothing whatsoever should be attached to any tree including temporary services 
wires, nails, screws or any other fixing device. 

• Supplementary watering should be provided to all trees through any dry periods 
during and after the construction process. 
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• All root excavation should be carried out by hand digging or with the use of Air­
Excavation techniques, and roots should be severed by saw cutting or with a sharp axe and 
not with a backhoe or any machinery or blunt instrument. 

If these maintenance works and the preservation works are carried out the trees will 
be able lo be retained in a safe and aesthetically viable condition. If any of these 
works cannot be completed or are neglected the trees will either be killed during the 
construction process of will suffer a lingering decline and eventual death within 5 -
JO years. 

The retention of a significant trees such as this requires a commitment both in terms 
of time and money and if these resources are not available then the trees should he 
removed prior to the start of the construction. 

The above guidelines are for works during construction and following the completion 
of the proposed development these further works should be undertaken to ensure the 
long term survival of the trees. 

This will involve: 

- The core drilling of the complete remaining areas to facilitate decompaction and 
oxygenation. 

- The addition of a complete slow-release fertiliser to the cores. 

- A root hormone and bio-stimulant treatment for the remaining areas to stimulate 
new root initiation. 

- Mulching of the complete areas with organic mulch to a depth of approximately 
IO0-l50mm. 

- The provision of extra irrigation during the Summer months. This irrigation should 
be drip style watering specific to the deeper needs of the tree roots and not just the 
spray watering normally used for plants in garden beds 

- The area of the Tree Preservation Zone around the trees should not be planted with 
additional landscape plants for at least 12-18 months to allow for neW feeding root 
colonisation. 

Glenn Waters 
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Arboricultural Consultancies and Reporting 
Assumptions and Limiting Conditions 

ARBORCO Prr.LTD. 
POBox80. 

GLEN IRIS 3146 

I . Any legal description provided to the consultant is assumed to be correct. Any titles 
and ownerships to any property are assumed to be good. No responsibility is assumed for 
matters legal in character. 

2. It is assumed that any property/project is not in violation of any applicable codes, 
ordinances, statutes or other government regulations . 

3. Care has been taken to obtain all infonnation from reliable sources. All data has 
been verified insofar as possible; however the consultant can neither guarantee nor be 
responsible for the accuracy of the infonnation provided by others. 

4. The consultant shall not be required to give testimony or to attend court by reason of 
this report unless subsequent contractual arrangements are made, including payment of an 
additional fee for such services. 

5. Loss or alteration of any part of this report invalidates the entire report. 

6. Possession of this report or a copy thereof does not imply right of publication or use 
for any purpose by anyone but the person to whom it is addressed, without the prior written 
consent of the of the consultant. 

7. Neither all nor any part of the contents oft.his report, nor any copy thereof, shall be 
used for any purpose by anyone but the person to whom it is addressed, without the written 
consent of the consultant; nor shall it be conveyed by anyone, including the client, to the 
public through advertising, public relations, news, sales or other media, without the written 
consent of the consultant. 

8. This report and any values expressed herein represent the opinion of the consultant 
and the consultant's fee is in no way contingent upon the reporting ofa specified value, a 
stipulated result, tl1e occurrence of a subsequent event, nor upon any finding to be reported. 

9. Sketches, diagrams, graphs and photographs in this report, being intended as visual 
aids, are not necessarily to scale and should not be construed as engineering or architectural 
reports or surveys. 

10. Unless expressed otherwise: I) lnfonnation contained in this report covers only those 
items that were examined and reflect the condition of those items at the time of inspection; 
and 2) The inspection is limited to visual examination of accessible components without 
dissection, excavation or probing. There is no warranty or guarantee, expressed or implied, 
that the problems or deficiencies of the plants or property in question may not arise in the 
future. 
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Francine Gllfedder & Associates 
Landscape ArchUect & Horticulturist 

15DoverSL 
RICHMOND VICTORIA 3121 

03 9427 7447 

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT OF ITALIAN CYPRESS 
AT FORMER ELTHAM SHIRE OFFICES, MAIN RD., ELTHAM 

PROPOSED REDEVEWPMENT SITE 
The former Eltham Shire offices building has been recently demolished with 
the retention of three Italian cypress trees (Cupressus semperoirens) at the 
front of the building. The trees are mature specimens, and In good health, 
although of varying size (probably due to their maturity and now close 
proximity) and their shape has been affected for the past thirty years by the 
proximity of the former building and subsequent reduction of sunlight to 
one side. 

The site ls now subject to a private development application having been 
sold by Nlllumblk Council subject to a permit being granted for the 
construction of a commercial petrol station. 

This report has been commissioned by Russell Yeomans, representing the 
Eltham Gateway Action Group, as an assessment of the cultural 
significance of the cypress trees ( Cupressus semperoirens) located In front of 
the former Shire of Eltham Council offices (and prior to that Shllllnglaw's 
Cottage), Main Road, Eltham. 

BACKGROUND 
The site was Identified and described In the Shire of Eltham Heritage Study 
by David Bick, January 1996. It was listed as a "group of three pencil plnes­
Cuppressus semperoirens' (sic) and their cultural significance was described 
as: 

These trees are the sole remains of the garden of hlslDrlc ShUUnglaw Cottage 
which was on this site previously. Although they do not date from the time of 
construction of the cottage they are still significant as indtcalDrs of this earlier 
site use where the CouncU ojJkes now stand. 1 

The Conservation Guidelines recommended to protect this significance were: 

Protectfrom any.future site development The trees appear ID have had an 
excess of soil built up around their trunks and over the root zone. This should be 
removed as much as pmcttcable and ifnecessary,jurther root zone aero.tton 
should be introduced. 2 

1 D. Bick, Shire of Eltham Heritage Study, 1996, p.1304 
2 Ibid. 
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D. Bick believes the trees to be of local stgnlficance to the former Shire of 
Eltham (now part of Nlllumblk Shire) as they represent certain criteria. As 
described In his report, these are: 

- evocation of the areas history 
- rarity within the former Eltham shire 
- illustration of the historical theme which Is Identified as 'private 

planting' 
- contribution to the historical streetscape. 

Bick recommended that the extent of significance be applied to the three 
trees and surrounding site to a radius of ten metres with local planning 
protection. 

In July 1996 a report was commissioned from Graeme Butler & Associates by 
the Nlllumblk Shire CouncU to advise on the cultural significance of the 
Italian cypress trees In their present location and a management plan for 
their retention and, alternatively, their proposed removal. Francine Gllfedder 
was a cultural landscape and horticultural subconsultant to the Butler 
report. This report found that the trees dated from cl870-80, were culturally 
significant at a local level to the Shire of Nlllumblk. and strongly 
recommended that the trees be retained In their present location to retain 
their stgnJflcance and that the trees were unlikely to survive any relocation. 
It was also recommended that the tree's health and on-going management 
d urlng the construction phase be assessed by an arborlst. A report was 
prepared by Glen Waters, Arborco Pty. Ltd., In September 1996, although 
this was after demolition of the former councU offices. This report 
recommended that "the best option for the future management of these trees 
ts for their retention in their current locatlon"3 . Specific retention guidelines 
were also provided. 

HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF SITE 
The original site of the Shllllnglaw Cottage, the subject site, Is within Josiah 
Holloway's Important 1850s subdMslon known as Little Eltham, which 
became the centre of the first Eltham townshlp4 . 

The cypress trees were believed to have been planted around 1920, according 
to the Bick 1996 report, which would mean during the major ownership and 
occupation period of the formerly associated Shllllnglaw Cottage by the 
Shllllnglaw farnUy. In 1963 the Shllllnglaw Cottage was moved to Its present 
nearby location soon after the Eltham CouncU purchased the site from the 
owners. the Phllllp Shllllnglaw Estate. The Shllllnglaw building was moved 
to Its present site through public subscription financing, an early example of 
the special regard of Eltham residents for their local historic buildings. The 
three Italian cypress trees (Cupressus semperoirens) are therefore the only 
physical marker Identifying and physically locating the ortglnal site of the 
historic cottage. 

Blck's report Includes photographs of the site showing two, possibly three, 
Italian cypress In their present location (probably) early this century and 

3 Arborco Ply. Ltd., 1996, p.6 
4 Bick, p. l 294f. 
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again In 1968. when three trees are distinctly vlsible5 The relatively slow 
growth rate of the trees can be seen from comparison of these photographs, 
taken approximately seventy years apart. Assuming the ELHPC photograph 
no. 708 was taken cl900-1920 [which shows the cypress trees as already 
mature) these trees would have been planted c 1870-80. It seems likely that 
they were therefore planted at the same time as the Shllllnglaw Cottage was 
built c 1878-80 by George Stebbing. a local builder. An Interesting parallel Is 
the siting of similar trees at the entry stair to the contemporary Ellis cottage 
In Diamond Creek. 

The date of planting as cl870-80 can be confirmed by another two 
photographs taken of the cottage and trees on or before 19066 . Both of these 
show the cottage from the main road with a timber picket fence, two mature 
ltalJan cypress at the south west comer of the building and a small fruit 
tree, probably an apple, south east of the main house. The age of the 
photograph can be established from the death In 1906 of the elderly lady In 
the foreground of one of the photographs. Hence they were both taken prior 
to her death and as the features ail appear to be of the same age. the 
photographs date from the same time. In both photographs the fence Is worn 
which Indicates an age of at least ten to twenty years and the tree's maturity 
Indicates an age of fifteen to twenty years. Hence It seems more than likely 
that the ltalJan cypress were planted at the same time as Shllllnglaw 
Cottage was constructed between 1878-1880, or earlier [Stebblng owned the 
land from 1875). 

The site of the Shllllnglaw Cottage was until recent]y occupied by the former 
Eltham Shire Offices, a building which had limited known Individual 
cultural significance. Adjacent to the proposed development site Is the 
Eltham Library, designed by architect Greg Burgess and officially opened In 
May 1995. This mud brick and recycled timber building won the Royal 
Australian Institute of Architects Institutional Architecture Award In 19957 . 

The building Is not listed In the Shire of Eltham Heritage Study but may be 
considered for addition to the Nillumblk Shires list of heritage assets 
because of Its recognised architectural Importance within the architecture 
profession. Adjacent to the Library and south west of the proposed 
development site Is the relocated Shllllnglaw Cottage. Identified as of local 
slgnlflcance within the Bick study8. 

Immediately west of the former Council offices building Is the timber trestle 
railway bridge, built In 1901-2 and now one of the few remaining examples of 
this type of railway bridge construction In the Melbourne metropolitan area. 
This forms a visually prominent backdrop to the buildings and has been 
Individually Identified In the Eltham study". Much of this adjacent parkland 
area Is a National Trust Classified Landscape . 

5 ibid. p. 1302 and 1303, taken from the ELHPC nos. 708 and 657 respectively. 
6 Coples held by Russell Yeomans. 
7 Nillumbik Shire Council brochure, The Townships of NUlumblk 

8 Bick, p.1294 

9 Bick, p.1382 
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DISCUSSION 
Although the Shilllnglaw Cottage was moved to a site nearby. to allow for 
construction of the former Eltham Shire Offices in the 1960s. 0. Bick 
describes It as an Important landmark to which the cypress trees would have 
contributed, as shown by their visual prominence in the streetscape in the 
cl900-1920 photograph. The cypress trees are closely associated with the 
cottage and are an Important element of the historic streetscape. 

0. Bick's report states that the cypress trees do not date from the time of 
construction of Shilllnglaw's Cottage, c 1878-80, but this seems to be 
incorrect given a knowledge of the general habit and growth rate of 
Cupressus semperotrens In Victoria and the photographs of I 906 or earlier 
mentioned in the preceding section. 0. Bick also states that, as the sole 
remains of the garden of the historic cottage. the trees are still significant as 
indicators of the earlier site use 10. The trees remain the sole indicators of 
the cottage's original site, and would be essential markers if any relocation 
of the cottage was proposed. 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
As noted by 0. Bick. the trees represent certain criteria as detailed in the 
Shire ofEltham Heritage Study, which are 'history', 'rarity', Illustrate the 
theme of 'private planting' and 'streetscape'. 

The three ltallan cypress trees date from the same period as the Shilllnglaw 
Cottage or earlier and were probably planted by the original builder George 
Stebbing. during his occupation of the site between 1875-1882. The trees 
were certainly on the site during the Shillinglaw family's period of 
occupation, 1882-1963. As exotic plantings more typical of the nineteenth 
century, trees of this type and age are not common In the Nlllumblk Shire. 
The private planting theme Is particularly strongly reflected In that the trees 
are the only Identified remnants of the once 40 acres of land attached to the 
Shllllnglaw Cottage''· As indicated by early photographs, the trees have 
been an important streetscape element on the Main Road for over I 00 years. 

The cultural significance of the cypress trees ls specific to the site. In that 
the trees date from the same period as the construction of the Shilllnglaw 
Cottage and they are the sole indicator of the ortginal location of the 
building. They are also Important elements which contrtbute to the 
streetscape and are considered to be of local significance. 

MANAGEMENT ASPECTS 
The long term health of the trees has previously been compromised by the 
building of the former Shire Offices which has probably caused some 
compaction to the roots and resulted in some loss of vigour due to loss of 
sunlight. drainage and other factors. Raising of the soil level around the 
trunks and over the root zone has also occurred at some stage, possibly due 

10 Bick, p.1304 
1 1 Mature planting in front of the libracy may have also been origtnally part of the 
Shlllinglaw Cottage site. Trees include an oak, loquat and pepper trees- only the pepper trees 
were identified in the Bick Eltham study. Note that Bkk stated 40 acres was owned by the 
Shill1nglaw's in 1915 whereas Russell Yeomans says the land was 30 acres. 
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to the building's construction or other earthworks and embankment 
alterations associated with the re-alignment of Main Road. 

Since the recent demolition of the former Shire Offices, without any on-site 
supervising arborlst. some add.ltional stress may result In a detrimental 
effect on the trees. Despite the recommendations in the Butler & Associates 
report, that an arborlst should Inspect the site and provide a report before 
any physical or planning works commence, an arborlst was called In after 
the building demolition was completed. The tree retention guidelines In the 
Arborco Pt:y. Ltd. report were not followed. 

In the Butler & Associates report, It was recommended that to preserve the 
cultural significance of the trees, they should be retained In any 
redevelopment of the site by provision of a minimum planted area, adequate 
soil and water, and appropriate provision to mlnlmlse root zone compaction 
and protection of the above ground trees, durtng and after the construction 
phase. The subsequent Arborco report concurred with these proposals. At 
this early stage of the proposals (only a very rough sketch was provided), tree 
retention could have been easily Incorporated Into any detailed design. 

The present site plan and landscape development plan for the proposed 
convenience centre In Main Road Eltham do not propose to retain any on­
site trees 12 . A very mlnor modification of the plans, wWch would result In 
the loss of one carparklng space and the relocation of the pedestrian 
crossing, would allow for the retention of the three Italian cypress trees. The 
ground level at this point Is proposed to be raised by one metre but lowering 
of the proposed total design to retain the existing soil level around the trees 
ls recommended. As the trees are a slim, columnar shape there are no 
branches extending to Interfere with moving traffic and the trees are well 
clear of any proposed canopy. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
It Is strongly recommended that the three cypress trees be retained In their 
present and ortglnal location. Any relocation of the trees would result In the 
Joss of all cultural significance and would severely threaten the future 
health of the trees. Any relocation of the trees could not recapture tWs 
cultural significance as It Is specific to the trees original location. 
Relocation or loss of the trees would also reflect on the significance of 
SWllinglaw Cottage, as there would be no historical or physical marker of Its 
original site. This species of cypress ls particularly long-lived and would be a 
lasting heritage asset. Its columnar shape means that It could more easily be 
Incorporated Into a future redevelopment of the site than other trees. 

It ls not recommended that any attempt be made to move the trees as they 
are evergreen, not deciduous, and with a mass of fine fibrous roots. Also the 
age of the trees and the species makes them unsuitable to be successfully 
moved, particularly without advance root preparation. The trees must not 
only survive relocation but must remain viable in the longer term. 

The trees must be allowed to overcome the recent stress from the building 
demolltlon and Immediate Implementation of the Arborco retention 

12 TPAI Site Plan, Baldasso Cortese Pty. Ltd. Architects, July 1996; Landscape Development 
Plan, Graeme Bentley Landscape Architects, August 1996. 
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guidelines is essential. It is recommended that the on-going management for 
retention of the trees on site during any construction phase ts overseen by a 
qual!fled arborlst (member of the Arborlcultural Association of Australia). 

FRANCINE GILFEDDER 
Master of Landscape Architecture (University of Melbourne) 
Diploma of Applied Science (Amenity Horticulture) (VCAH - Burnley) 
Cultural Landscape & Heritage Consultant 
20.1.96 
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ltali1m cypress Assessment, Main Road , Eltheim 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL: "PENCIL PINES' (ITALIAN CYPRESS) 
AT FORMER ELTHAM SHIRE OFFICES, MAIN RD., ELTHAM 

PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT SITE: 
Former Eltham Shire offices building and three cypress (Cupressus sempervirens) 
trees at the front of the building. The trees are mature specimens, and in good health, 
although of varying size {probably due to their maturity and now close proximity). 

REPORT REQUIREMENTS: 
This report, commissioned by the Nillumbik Shi!e Council, requires research and advice 
to Council on the following matters: 

• the significance in terms of the Nillumbik Shire of lhe three cypress trees (Cupressus 
sempervirens) located in front of the former Shire of Eltham Council offices, Main 
Road, Eltham. This includes research into the historical value of the trees and their 
value in their current location; 

• the most suitable management plan assuming that the cypress will have to be moved 
due to the new development. Options include whether the trees should be retained 
on the subject site or could be relocated to another location' . 

Council has staled that the proposed redevelopment of the sfte will require removal of all 
three trees. Council officers envisage that there will be little scope for negotiation for 
their retent!on, but there is opportunity for negotiation regarding their relocation. 

A sketch plan of the proposed development was enclosed. Essentially the new building 
will have three tenancies and incorporates a petrol station canopy at the front of the 
development. 

BACKGROUND: 
The site was described in the Shire of Eltham Heritage Study by David Bick, 1996. This 
was identified as a "group of three pencil pines- Cuppressus sempervirens" (sic). Their 
cultural significa~ce was described as: 

Tbese trees are t:be sole relllSiJJs of t:be garden of bi.storJ.c 
Sbillingl a.ar Cotta.gs rhicb. ,ms on t.hi s sits previously. Al though 
tbey do .z:zot: ds.te from t:be time of coZJStruct:i.on of . tbe cottage 
thsy a.rs still signific11.D.t as indicators of thi11 earlisr s i ts 
use arbere tbe CormcJ.l offices nor staIJcP . 

In light of this significance the Conservation Guidelines were: 

Protect from B.ZJ.Y future site development. 'l'be trees appear to 
b1Jve bad 4ll excess of soil built up 1:1.roWJd their trunks 1:1.zid over 

1 Council letter of appointment, 10. 7.96 
2 D. Bick, Shire of Eltham Heritage Study, 1996, p.1304 



Jtl!llil!ln Cypreu Aaaessment. Main Road, Ettham /4 root ~oDe. 'l'bi.s sbou.ld be re11Joved as much as pract:J.cable 
d if D&CfJJISary,, further root •o.na 11.sratioD 11bould be 

roducecP. 

The trees are believed to have been planted c1920, according to the Bick report, Which 
is during the major ownership and occupation period of the associated Shillinglaw 
Cottage by the Shillinglaw family. More recently the Shillinglaw Cottage was moved in 
1963 to ~s present nearby location soon after the Eltham Council purchased the s~e 
from the owners, the Phillip Shillinglaw Estate. The Shillinglaw building was moved to its 
present site through public subscription financing, an early example of the Sl)eeial 
regard of Ellham residents for their local historic buildings. The three Italian cypress 
trees ( Cupressus sempervirens) therefore are the only physical marker identifying the 
former location of the cottage. 

Bick's report includes photographs of the site showing the three Italian cypress in their 
present location (probably) early this century and again in 1968'. The relatively slow 
growth rate of the trees can be seen from comparison of these photographs, taken 
approximately seventy years apart. Assuming the ELHPC photograph no. 708 was 
taken c1900-1920 (which shows the three cypress trees as already mature) these trees 
may have been planted c187=. II seems likely that they were therefore planted at the 
same time as the Shillinglaw Cottage was built c1878-80 by George Stebbing, a local 
builder. An interesting parallel is the smng of similar trees at the entry stair to lhe 
contemporary Ellis cottage in Diamond Creek. 

D. Bick believes the trees to be of local significance as they represent certain criteria 
These are: , • 

_,,vocation of the area's history 
- rarity within the former Eltham shire 
• illustration of the historical theme which is identified as 'private planting' 
• contribution to the historical streetscape. 

Bick recommended that the extent of significance be applied to the three tree, and site 
to a radius of ten metres and local planning protection. 

Existing Planning Controls 
The proposed redevelopment site is ~hin the Eltham Gateway Zone in the Local 
Section of the Eltham Planning Scheme5. The purpose of the amendment is: 

, To recognise the special character of the landscape and buildings of the Eltham 
Gateway Area as an entrance to the Eltham Township; 

, To promote development complementary to the character of the area;· 
, To provide an opportunity for the development of a variety of residential densities and ( 

dwelling types. 

3 ibid 
4 ibid. p., 302 and 1303, taken from the ELHPC nos. 708 and 657 respectively]. 
5 see local planning Scheme, 28 March 1996, pp 49-52 and also Planning Scheme Map, t !11 marked 
as 38R4. 
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Italian Cypress Aueument, Main Road, Eltham 

Under the Eltham Gateway Zone, permits are required for a majority of non-residential 
commercial uses. These include uses such as a convenience shop, Office, take-away' 
food premises. A large range of uses are prohibited in this zone, which include motor 
vehicle repalrs, office (~ column 2 conditions •re not met) and shop Other than an art 
gallery, convenience shop or take-away food premises (112-1.3). A permit is required to 
subdivide land (112-2). 

Under Guidelines for permit (112-4), Council must consider a number of factors which 
include ''whether proposed landscaping or planting of trees, shrubs and gardens will be 
in keeping with the character and appearance of the zone". 

Tree controls apply within the Eltham Gateway Zone (112-5). A permit is required to 
remove, destroy or lop a tree more than 3 metres in height. This requirement is relevant 
to the three cypress trees at the subject site .. 

Other controls may apply (see other development and use controls in the Slate, 
Regional and Local sections). Controls such as car-parking apply to all zones. 

SITE CONTEXT: 
The original site of the Shillinglaw Cottage, the subject site, is within Josiah Holloway's 
important 1850s subdivisio~ known as Little Eltham, which became the centre of the 
first Eltham township'. 

The site of the Shillinglaw Cottage is now occupied by the former Eltham Shire Office~ 
a building which has limited known individual cultural significance. Adjacent to the • 
former Council offices is the Eltham Library, designed by archttect Greg Burgess and 
officially opened in May 1995. This mud brick and recycled limber building won the 
Royal Australian Institute of Archttects Institutional Architecture Award in 19957. The 
building is not listed in the Shire of Eltham Heritage Study but may be considered for 
addition to the Nillumbik Shire's list of heritage assets because of its recognised 
architectural importance within the arcMecture profession. 

Adjacent to the Library, and within the Ellham Gateway Zone, is the relocated 
Shillinglaw Cottage, identified as of local significance within the Bick study'. 

Immediately west of the Council offices is the timber trestle railway bridge, built in 1901 _ 
2 and now one of the few remaining examples of this type of railway bridge constructi 
In the MelbOUl'(le metropolitan area. This forms a visually prominent backdrop and on 
visual enclosure lo the Eltham Gateway precinct and has been identified in the Ellharn 
study'. 

DISCUSSION: 

Although the Shilllnglaw Cottage was moved to a site nearby, to allow for construction of 
the former Eltham Shire Offices, D. Bick describes It as an important landmark to Wlllch 

' Bick, p 1294f 
7 Nil!umbik Shire Council brochure, The Townships of Nil/umbik 
8 Biel<, p 1294 
9 Bick, p.1 382 
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he cypress trees would have contributed, as shown by their visual prominence in the 
treetscape in the c1900-1920 photograph. The cypress trees are associated with the 

cottage and are an important element of the Eltham Gateway Zone although this 
contribution is not recognised in the Bick study (see attached list of contributory sites 
rom the study). Other elements which are individually significant and appear to 

contribute to this Zone are the Eltham Library (civic role) and associated earlier planting 
(oak etc.). 

D. Bick's Statement of Cultural Significance states that the cypress trees do not date 
from the time of construction of Shilling law's Cottage, c1878-80, but this seems to be 
incorrect given a knowledge of Cuprassus sempeNirans general habit and growth rate 
in Victoria. D. Bick also states that, as the sole remains of the garden of the historic 
cottage, the trees are still significant as indicator.; of the earlier site use '0 

CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
As noted by 0. Bick1 the trees represent certain criteria as detailed in the Shire of 
Eltham Heritage Study, which are 'history', 'rarity', illustrate the theme of 'private 
planting' and 'streetscape'. 

The three Italian cypress trees would appear to date from the same period as the 
Shillinglaw Cottage and were probably planted by the original builder George Stebbing, 
1875-1882, or the Shillinglaw family, 1882-1963. More detailed historical research may 
reveal a more accurate date of planting. As exotic plantings more typical of the 
nineteenth century, trees of this type and age are not common in the Nillumbik Sh~e. 
The private planting theme is particularly strongly reflected in that the trees are the only 
identified remnants of the once 40 acres of land attached to the Shillinglaw Cottage" . 
As indicated by early photographs, the trees have been an important streestscape 
element on the Main Road for over 100 years. 

The cultural significance of the cypress trees Is specific to the site, In that they date 
from the same period as the construction of the Shillinglaw Cottage and that they are 
the sole indicator of the original location of the building. They are also important 
elements which contribute to the streetscape and the Eltham Gateway Zone, which 
itself has significance resulting from the collection of individually significant buildings 
and structures. They are considered to be of local significance. 

MANAGEMENT ASPECTS 
To preserve this cultural significance, the trees could be retained in any redevelopment 
of the site by provision of a minimum planted area, adequate soil and water, and 
appropriate provision to minimise root zone compaction and protection of the above 
ground trees, during and after the construction phase. Given the obviously early stage 
of the proposals (sketch provided with brief) , this could be easily planned into any 
development, particularly given the zone's stated objectives and guidelines: 

10 Bick, p.1304 
11 mature planing in front of the library may have been on th e site but removed from the house, 
includinQ an oak, loQuat am;i pepper trees- only the pepper trees were identified in the Eltham study 
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The long term health of the trees has previously been compromised by the building of 
the Shire Offices which has probably caused some compaction to the roots and resulted 
in some loss of vigour due to loss of sunlight,_ drainage and other factors. Raising of the 
soil level around the trunks and over the root zone has also occurred at some stage, 
possibly due to the building's construction or other earthworks and embankment 
alterations associated with the re-alignment of Main Road. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
It is strongly recommended that the three cypress trees be retained in their present and 
original location. Any proposed relocation of the trees would result in the loss of cultural 
significance and would severely threaten the future health of the trees. Any relocation of 
the trees could not recapture this cultural significance as much of it is specific to the 
trees original location. Relocation or loss of the trees Y1Culd also reflect on the 
significance of Shillinglaw Cottage, as there would be no historical marker to its original 
site. This species of cypress is particularly long-lived and would be a lasting heritage 
asset"to the precinct. 

It is not recommended that any attempt be made to move the trees as they are 
evergreen, not deciduous, and with a mass of fine fibrous roots. Also the age of the 
trees and the species makes them unsuitable to be successfully moved. The trees must 
not only survive relocation but must be viable in the longer term. 

It is recommended that the tree's health be assessed by an approved independent and 
qualified arborist (member of the Arboricultural Association of Australia). 

It is also recommended that the on-going management for retention of the trees during 
any construction phase at the s~e is overseen by a qualified arborist (member of the 
Arboricultura/ Association of Australia). The arborist should inspect the site and provide 
a report before any physical or planning WOlks commence. 

FRANCINE GILFEOCER & GRAEME BUTLER 
Heritage Consultants 
11.7.96 
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ATTACHMENT: ' 
Gateway Hentage Precinct contnbutory sites listed In the Eltham Hentage Study 

ROAD BRIDGE OVER DIAMOND CREEK,MAIN ROAD ELTHAM 
LIM JOON HOUSE, FORMER, MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
LOMBAROY POPLARS-. Populus nigra' VAR. • ltalica' (2),MAIN ROAO EL THAM 
WINGROVE COTTAGE & PENCIL PINES (sic)- 'CUPRESSUS SEMPERVIRENS' 
(2), & PLANTING,MAIN ROAD ELTHAM 
EL THAM STATE SCHOOL NO.209 RESIDENCE (FORMER) & MONTEREY PINES 

- 'PINUS RADIATA' (2),MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
JARROLD (OR WHITE CLOUD) COTTAGE. SHOP & REAR MATCHAM 
SKIPPER STUDIO,MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
PLANE TREE AVENUE (OF HONOUR?), - 'Platanus axe acerifolia',MAIN ROAD, 

DALTON & PITT STREETS EL THAM 
ADOBE BUILDING.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
POLICE RESIDENCE & REAR STABLE (FORMER), NOW NATIONAL PARK 

SERVICE OFFICE.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
BRICK SHOP & DWELLING,MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
LIVING AND LEARNING CENTRE.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
EL THAM COMMUNITY CENTRE, PEPPERCORN TREE ('Schinus molle), 

PLANTING & WHEEL RIM (TYRING) TOOL IN GROUNDS.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
EL THAM HOTEL (PRE 1940 SECTION),MAIN ROAD & PITT STREET EL THAM 
EL THAM FIRST & SECOND WORLD WAR MEMORIAL, FRONT OF EL THAM 

R.S.L. BUILDING,MAIN ROAD ELTHAM 
C.B.A. BANK. former.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
UNITING CHURCH, former METHODIST CHURCH,MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
SHOP (J.N. BURGOYNE),MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
SHOP, YORK STREET & MAIN.ROAD EL THAM 
ALISTAIR KNOX PARK.BRIDGE STREET & MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
WEATHERBOARD HOUSE,MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
SHILLINGLAW COTTAGE.MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
RAILWAY TIMBER TRESTLE BRIDGE, OVER DIAMOND CREEK,PANTHER 

PLACE El THAM 
ST. MARGARET'S ANGLICAN CHURCH, FORMER VICARAGE (DENDY HOUSE), 

ADOBE HALL & GROUNDS, fonmerty CHRIST CHURCH.PITT STREET EL THAM 
PETER GARNER ADOBE STUDIO & ADJACENT SHED .,BROUGHAM STREET, 

EL THAM. 
WINGROVE PARK,MAIN ROAD EL THAM 
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People 
unite to 
battle 
project 
hV FIONA KAEGI 

THE Opposi1ion spnkesma~ on 
Planning and MaJor ProJects. 
Demetri Dollis. plans to help El­
tham residents in their fight against 
a proposal 10 build a Hungry Jack's. 
Shell service station and conve­
nience store on the former Eltham 
Shire offices site. 

Mr Dollis met on-site with mem­
bers of the Eltham Gateway Action 
Group (f.GAG) last Tuesday. 

°':spite strong community protest 
the s1te was sold to developer Dallas 
Price Homes last year by the 
Nillumbik commissioners. subject 
to the granting ofa planni~g permit. 

The matter was ·called m • by Lo­
cal Government and Planning Min­
ister Rob Maclellan at the end of last 
year 

Mr Dallis said he would argue the 
"health component' rather than oth­
cr issuei; such as traffic. heritage. the 
number of people opposed to the site 
or the way the demolition of the 
olfkes and granting of the l)ermit 
had been carried out by the council. 

··This site is surrounded by two 
child ~are centres. a library. an elder­
ly citm:ns club and a school.'' he 
said. 

Mr Dollis said petrol fumes could 
threaten the health of people using 
those community facilities. 

fie said he would invite Mr 
Maclellan to visit the site and meet 
members of the EGAG. 

'"The one person who is absent is 
the local member (Wayne Phillips) 
and it is his duty to represent the 
wishes and aspirations of the com­
munity," Mr Dollis said 

But Eltham MP Wayne Phillips 
said the comments showed how na­
ive and ill-informed Mr Doll is was 

Issues 
Mr Phillips said he was thr one 

who h_a~ instigated a deputation to 
the minister on behalf of a number 
of residents to discuss issues inclu,, 
ing the former shire office site. 

He said he was happy to at ,oJ 
meetings. but he had not been noti­
fied about the one last Tuesday. 

Mr Phillips said he was ·reason­
ably supponive• of the proposed 
Main Rd development because it 
would bring money and employ­
ment to the area 

'Inappropriate' 
He said he hoped the minister 

would consider all of the evidence 
and make a decision in the best 
interests of ratepayers as soon as 
possible. 

Eltham Gateway Action Group 
president Jenni Mitchell said the 
group still strongly believed a 
Hungry Jack's. a service sta~ion and 
a convenience store ••1as an inappro­
priate development for the site. 

"We arc optimistic the Minister in 
his greater wisdom will make the 
right decision. to disallow such a 

hideous development.'' she said 
A spokesman for Local Govern­

ment and Planning minister Rob 
Maclellan said the Minister had ap­
pointed an advisory committee to 
repor! back to him before he made a 
recommendation to the Govcrnor­
in-Counci!. 

The commillce was expected to sit 
within a month, he said, and would 
have six weeks after its last day of 
hearing to report to the Minister. 

The spokesman said the Minister 
would consider Demetri Dollis' in­
vitation to visit the site when he 
received it. 

Nillumbik's chief commisssioner 
Don Cordell said the demolition of 
the former shire offices had been the 
~ubject ofa much publicised protest 
campaign, but had not been an issue 
of concern to the Nillumbik commu­
nity. 

"Market research commissioned 
by Nillumbik Council last Septem­
ber hy Roy Morgan Research found 
that m each of the five wards the 
demolition of the shire offices was a 
concern to only I per cent of survey 
respondents.,. he said. 

Above: Opposition spokesman on 
Planning and MaJOr Pro](!Cts Demetn 
Do!liS talks to the Eltham Gareway 
Ac11on Group about their fight to 
prevent a Hungry Jacks, petrol sta 
t1on ,md convemence srore planned 
for Mam Rd, Eltham P1c1ure LNI 
AENCE PINDER 734LP310 
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DIAMOND VALLEY NEWS 

ATTENTION: FIONA KAEG[ 

TO BE PRINTED IN "LETTERS TO THE EDITOR" 

EDITION DATED WEDNESDAY 26th MARCH 1997 

l was shocked and horrified on Monday 17th March to discover that the old 
Community Health Centre at 7 Dudley Street Eltham had been completely 
demolished over the weekend. I attended the Special Council Meeting held on 
13 March and Item S/17/97 was a report on the Sale of 5-7 Dudley Street.with 
Council declaring th is land surplus to ifs requirements. How convenient just 
one day before our local election to restore democracy to our Shire. The 
commissioners had no right to order that the building be demolished. in 
anticipation of yet another community assett sell off, so close to the return of 
elected Councillors. What a way to finish their unelected term of office. Their 
two year term has seen the demoliton of the Shire Offices (sale of this land still 
pending), sale of the Pretty Hill land for subdivision, sale of the Hurstbridge 
depot, sale of the Eltham depot, the unnecessary extensive refurbishment of 
Main Road Eltham (including the removal of many tr~es), and now demolition 
of the old Community Health Centre. Surely this building could have been put 
to use as emergency housing or a call in centre for local community groups. What 
happened to community consultation at this crucial stage of reform? The 
commissioners have left a path of destruction and devastation throughout our 
Shire. I pray that our newly elected Council will be strong and bind together 
with the people of Nillumbik and that through a full consultation process 
DEMOCRACY WILL BE RETURNED. 

MsBMartin 
Eucalyptus Road 
Eltham 

ph: 9431-2690 
Fiona please do not hesitate to call me if you require further information. 

Eltham District Historica l Soc iety(e lthamhistory .org .au) 



Diamond Valley News 

Attention: Fiona Kaegi 

To be printed in "Letters to the Editor" 

Edition dated Wednesday 26th March 1997 

At the SpeciaJ Council Meeting on March 13th 1997 the Commissioners of Nillumbik 
voted in favour to the sale of Council/Community owned property at 5-7 Dudley 
Street Eltham. Thus the demolition of the old Community Health Centre took place on 
the weekend of our Council elections. Monday 17th March there was not a stick left 
on this property. I would like this newspaper to seek answers to the following 
questions 
I. When was the tender for the demolition of this building publicly advertised? 
2 Why was there no «Notice of Intention" or Permit Application sign erected on 

the site? 
Why was a Council owned house further up Dudley Street slowly demolished? 
This site included advertising signs stating that material from the site was for 
sale to the general public 

The house at 7 Dudley Street was in a reasonable state ofrepair until vacated some 12 
months ago when the Community Health Centre relocated to it 's new site on the 
opposite side of Main Road Eltham. Why was this building demolished so quickly? 
(the decision to sell the land was only made on Thursday 13th March.) These 
circumstances are similar to the demolition of the old Shire Offices. Thank goodness 
the Commissioners have gone. I sincerely hope that a return to Democracy and 
commonsense will prevail 

Thelma Barkway 
Brougham Street 
Eltham 

ph: 9439-9780 

Fiona please do not hesitate to call me if you require further information. 

ElthamOistrk:! HistOflcalSociety(elthamhlstory.Ofg.au) 
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LEGAL BATTLE 
by FIONA KAEGI 

NTLLUMBIK Council is mounting a legal battle against 
the commissioners' decision to tum the fonner Eltham 
Shire office site into a "convenience centre". 

The commissioners last year decided to grant planning 
pem1its for a development of a Shell service station and 
convenience store, and Hungry Jack's restaurant at the 
Main Rd site. 

But last week, after receiving legal advice, the newly­
elected council decided to "vigorously oppose" the 
granting of permits for the development and signs at the 
site. 

However, the fi nal decision is in the hands of Planning 
Minister Rob Maclellan who called the mauer in last 
December. He has appointed an independent advisory 
commiuee to consider the development proposal. The 
hearing was due to start yesterday (April I). 

Cr Margaret Jennings, a former member of the Eltham 
Gateway Action Group which was fonned to fight the 
development, moved the motion to prepare a case against 
lhe proix,scd convenience centre. 

Cr Lex de Man six,ke against the motion. Cr de Man 
said he did not want to oppose the development because 
of the financial risk to the council. 

He said ovenurning the decision made by the commis­
sioners could result in legal action by lhe developer, 
which would affect ratepayers. Cr de Man said he also 
had concerns about passing lhe motion on lhe basis of 
"where lhe shire stood financially". 

Planning permits 
The sale of the council property for $1.1 million is 

dependent on the planning pennits being granted. 
Shire president Robert Marshall said the 1996/97 

council budget had a $14,CXX) surplus based on the sale of 
the shire offices goingahead. lfthe sale did not go ahead, 
the council would go into deficit. 

"We have asked the council 10 advise on how we can 
overcome the projected deficit (if the sale does not go 
ahead) which should have been done in the first place," 
he said. "It is a legacy we have been left (by the com­
missioners)." 

Cr Jennings said while she shared Cr de Man's con­
cerns, it was '"a matter of principle" to opix,se the devel­
opment. Cr de Man called for a division. 

Cr Jennings, Cr Marshall and Cr Graves voted to 
opix,se the development and Cr de Man and Cr Woodley 
voted to stand by the commissioners' decision. 

Cr Marshall said he was mindful of a precedent at 
Camberwell where a developer sued the local council 
when a previous decision to approve the redevelopment 
of Camberwell Junction was overturned. 

But in this case, it was the minister who would make 
the decision, he said. The council was "merely giving 
advice to the panel". 

Developer Dallas Price Homes' managing director, 
Dallas Howgate, would not confinn whether the compa­
ny would take legal action against the council if the per­
mits were not granted. " We will be seeking all types of 
professional advice to see that we are covered," he said. 

I 

A six,kesman f'!!l~~~hi tory.org.au) 
premature to comment on the issue. 

rn 
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SITE ROW SAGA 
by LAETA ANTONVSEN 

THE sale of the former Eltham Shire offices 
site was "purely a commercial decision" with 
no regard for the strategic future of the site, an 
independent advisory commiuee heard last 
week. 

A public hearing on a proposal by Dallas 
Price Homes Pty Ltd to build a -convenience 
centre along Main Rd was held in Greens­
borough last week. 

Fonner Eltham Shire councillors and town 
planners " never envisaged the sale of the site" 
to commercial developers. 

Concerns aOOUt the visual impact of the 
development and landscaping problems. exces­
sive noise, inadequate parking, traffic impact, 
the removal of locally historic trees and inap­
propriate signage were presented at the hearing 
by Nillumbik Council and residents. 

The $ 1.1 million property deal is dependent 

on planning pennits being approved after the 
committee rcpons on the issue to Planning and 
Local Government Minister Rob Maclellan. 

Planning permits for a 24-hour service sta­
tion/convenience store, Hungry Jacks fast food 
and retail outlet. community facility and asso­
ciated advenising signs on the land were sup­
poned last year by Nillumbik commissioners. 

However, the proposal attracted appeals to 
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal from the 
Ellham Senior Citirens Club, Eltham resident 
Frank Burgoyne, and two appeals from the 
Eltham Gateway Action Group in relation to 
the development and associated signage. 

Nillumbik Council's newly elected council­
lors decided to "vigorously oppose" the grant­
ing of pennits for the development and signs at 
th,e site one week before the hearing was due to 
start (DV News, April 2). 

Council's solicitor, Terry Montebello, said 
the proposal wa<; incompatible with the intent 

of the council's long-term Eltham Town Centre 
and Gateway planning, and would have a "sig­
nificant impact on maintenance of the 
gateway". 

Mr Montebello acknowledged that the site 
was zoned Eltham Town Centre - Retail and 
Office Zone, and was a commercial zoning, 
with part of the land also in a Restricted 
Business Zone. However, "the sale of the mu­
nicipal offices was simply (never) envisaged" 
and it was not the intent of the former Eltham 
counci l to see a commercial development on 
the site, he said. 

Representing Dallas Price Homes Pty Ltd, 
Andrew Biacsi of Contour Consultants argued 
the subject land was zoned commercial and not 
included in any gateway zone or precinct. 

Mr Biacsi said the cafe and take-away food 
premises were "as-of-right" uses under the 
zone, while the shop and petrol station were 
specified Section 2 and subject to a permit. 

"The proposed development is consistent 
with this role in tenn.<; of the convenience retail, 
dining, take-away, playground and community 
facilities provided as pan of an integrated 
development," he said. 

Mr Biacsi also said the proposed develop­
ment would lead to a number of community 
benefits, including the use of the community 
facility area, some land to be trnnsferred back 
to council, a tourist infonnation/intemet facili­
ty, the display ofa piece of public art work and 
a historic plaque and the upgrade of the Main 
St/Dudley St intersection and roadworks at 
Main Rd/Panther Place. 

The proposal would generate employment 
for up to I 00 full or part-time positions as well 
as flow on benefits during construction, he said. 

The hearing is due to continue on Monday 
and Tuesday, 21 and 22 April at Nillumbik 
Shire Offices. 
■ More reports pages 6 & 7. 
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Debate erupts over 
service station plan 
by LAETA ANTONYSON 

A PROPOSAL to build a 24-hour 
service station/convenience centre 
on the former Eltham Shire offices 
site has erupted into a dispute over 
the interpretation of planning 
controls. 

An independent advisory com­
mittee appointed by the State Gov­
ernment to hear submissions on 
the proposal was advised it would 
need to consider the "integrity of 
the strategic planning" surround­
ing the site and its location within 
the Eltham Town Centre and prox• 
imity to the Eltham Gateway. 

Nillumbik Council solicitor, 
Terry Montebello, told the adviso­
ry committee they should "go be­
yond the proposal based on exist­
ing zoning and look at the 
surrounding uses and ... the un­
derlying zoning of the land". 

Mr Montebello argued although 
the site was not in the formally 
zoned Eltham Gateway or Eltham 
Town Centre, the site nonetheless 
formed part, •'if not one of the 
most important parts, of the gate­
way to the Eltham Town Centre". 

The former Eltham Shire offices 

at 895 Main Rd, Eltham, was fices) area was more or less accept­
zoned Eltham Town Centre - ed as one which was to stay devot­
Retail and Office in 1993, follow- ed to civic type uses rather than 
ing the adoption of Amendment cons1i1ute a further extension of 
L 14 to the Eltham planning the commercial part of the Eltham 
scheme which introduced plan- Town Centre southwards. 
ning policies on the Eltham Town "It is in this context which the 
Centre. proposal needs to be considered." 

Previously the land was zoned But Contour Consultants dircc-
Pubtic Purposes from 1955 to 1958 tor, Tim Biles, speak.in$ on behalf 
and then Restricted Business from of developer Dallas Pnce Homes 
1958tol993.Since\958ithashad Pty Ltd, said the proposal was 
a commercial zoning. "sensitive to the site and its con­

Eplained 
Mr Montebello said the sale of 

the municipal offices was "simply 
never envisaged" which explained 
the commercial zoning of the site. 

'"This land wasalwaysenvisaged 
to be the civic hub of the Town 
Centre, not a commercial part of 
the Town Centre," Mr Montebello 
said. 

He said one of the provisions of 
the Eltham Town Centre~ Retail 
and Office Zone was to provide for 
office, civic, emergency service 
and public transport interchange 
facilities to complement the core 
retailing zone. 

"The (former Eltham shire of. 

text" and appropriate to the zone. 
Mr Biles said when looking at 

the 'context' of the site it could be 
described as the site's zoning, geog­
raphy and its immediate environs, 
location in relation to other activi­
ties and the marketing and "end 
use" objective of the applicant. 

"'To assert that the proposed use 
and development is inconsistent 
with the requirements of the 'El­
tham Gateway' is to totally misun­
derstand the context of the site," 
Mr Biles said. 

"When the context is analysed 
the building design and site layout 
emerge as a well designed conve­
nience centre at one entrance to 
the Eltham commercial centre." 

STEEL·UNE GARAGE DOORS 
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'No' to rates 
hike proposal 
by JOHN DUBOIS and 
LAETA ANTONYSEN 

NILLUMBIK Shire president Robert 
Marshall has labelled the State Govern­
ment hypocritical ifit allows individual 
councils to raise rates beyond current 
limits to help pay for a $330 million 
shortfall in superannuation funds. 

Banyule Council mayor Cr Don 
Mclean also refused to accept the State 
Government's suggestions to increase 
rates. 

Under law. councils cannot increase 
rates by more than I per cent below the 
consumer price index (CPI), but Local 
Government Minister Robert 
Maclellan has approved ex.emptions 
from the rate cap in several "hardship" 
cases where municipalities struggled to 
raise much-needed revenue. 

Fii:,ance Minister Roger Hallam told 
Parhament last Tuesday councils 
would have to meet their responsibil­
ities for superannuation but may be 
able to argue for similar eitemptions 
from the cap 

··r suggest there would be a good case 
to be mounted on the issue of unfunded 
liabilities applying to long-service 
lea,,e," Mr Hallam said. 

The revelation follows claims that 
councils would have to cut services 
drastically and increase charges. or face 
bankruptcy if forced to cover the enor­
mous shortfall in superannuation 
funds. 

Cr McLean said Banyule Council 
would not be interested in increasing 
rates. 

"'Clearlr what they (the State Gov• 
ernment) 1s doing is shifting the respon• 
sibility for the unfunded liability from 
State Government to local government, 
even thou~ it is ultimately a result of 
the council amalgamations and CCT 
process whereby redundancies in• 
creased." Cr McLean said. 

Cr Mclean said Banyule Council 
supported the Municipal Associaton of 
Victoria's (MAV) resolutions that local 
government ··would reluctantly accept 
a share of responsibility for the unfund­
ed portion of the scheme on the basis 
that Government shares that responsi• 
bility". 

Cr McLean said it was inappropriate 
for liability to be based on average 
figures across other municipalities and 
Banyule Council would push to see that 
the State Government shared the re­
sponsibility. 

Nillumbik Council's superannuation 
unfunded liability as of 30 June 1996 
was aOOut $1.7 million, while Banyule 
Council's is aOOut $5. 7 million. 

Major financial blunder 
Mr Marshall said Nillumbik Council 

was currently preparing a report on the 
superannuation unfunded liablity but it 
was too premature to say how council 
would approach the shortfall. 

He said the shortfall was a major 
financial blunder which "seemed to be 
a legacy" of the municipal restructuring 
process undertaken by the State Gov­
ernment, and affirmed he would not 

~~to:~h~".rb/;~~~e!~ rates to make 

"The State Government has been 
telling_ us for the last year that elected 
councils will not be able to increase 
rates," Mr Marshall said. 

"I think it is hypocritical for the State 
Government to now say they will allow 
councils to increase the rates so the 
financial black-hole can be filled by 
ratepayers' money." 

MAY chief eitecutive Robert Barnes 
said the government, the Local Au­
thorities Superannuation Board and the 
MAV were due to meet late last week 
on the issue. 
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"Your front-page last week 
is considerably inaccurate ... 

a surplus of $14,000 is 
expected at 30 June 19n." 

Dear Editor, 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
The Advertiser 

Your front page last week is.considerably inaccurate 

~ir%t?:oi~~~~r:io:i~r,f) i~ ~:le~~::~~~:! 1;:1tJi•~; 
$1.1 m1l!,on from the sale of the Eltham Sh,re Office as 
"income in this financial year, when the sale is based on a 
oond1t10nal oontract. If aplanmng permit for /he Sh~IVHun• 

~a,{;;~s('!Ji~e:fftJ:Jedno~-~J1do~a'tfv :;:;n;:r to;. 
m1t appro~a/J the $1, I m1~1on income w,i not be ava1~ 
to Counal. It 1s ent,re/y mappropnate that this possible 
income be used to balance this year's books until we know 
that the income 1s available. 

Advice to the new Council from the time of Commission­
ers is that a surplus of $14,000 is expected at JD June 1977 
(sic). However, Councillors ha~ not yet been appraised 
of Council's financial dealings since 31 December 1996. 
As Councillors arrived in office on 19 March 1997, Coun• 
cJ.1 feels. fhl!t it is prudent to thoroughly explore the finan• 
csa/ pro1ections to 30 June to ensure that we meet our over• 

:~i. 1~~t16n1y0i!1!h/:ii:ror:~;s7! ~~~~c:fi:: 
therefore defeffed $300,000 of cap,tal works and put on a 
hold a $1,024,000 cap,taf debt repayment until the linan-

cia~~:,Z~a~at "Councillors have been warned that 
community_ prOJects will_ have to scrapped" is entirely if!• 
correct. It is the Counallors who have directed that this 
Betion be taken. 

The newly elected Nillumbik Council intends to look 

~0a7:'%d~~'ai~g tt,;:np~~;f;~~1 t,e;iJ/ln6~Jed;;c~7~~~n~ 
hentedfacrs. 

I hope thai as the w~eks pass that your paper will pro• 
vide_ the community with a factual account of municipal 
affairs 

• Robert Marshall, Shire Presldenl 

7 DAY TV GUIDE INSIDE 

LIFTOUT 
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Cops crop 
for good 
cause 

NJ-id♦■ 

$1.1m DEBT PLAN 
by AONA KAEGI 

NILLUMBIK Council will defer six capital 
works programs to fund a potential budget 
shortfall of $ 1.1 million if its push to stop the 
sa1e of the fonner Eltham shire office site is 
successful. 

1be council is seeking to stop the Shell ser­
vice station and convenience store and Hungry 
Jacks restaurant planned for the Main Rd land 

- a decision which could see it facing lega1 
action from the developers. 

Soon after being elected, councillors Mar­
garet Jennings, Robert Marshall and John 
Graves voted to mount a legal battle against the 
commissioners' earlier decision to grant the 
permits for the development. 

The sale of the property for $ 1.1 million is 
dependent on planning pennits being granted. 

However, the final decision is in the hands of 

the Planning Minister, Rob Maclellan. who 
called the matter in last December. An inde­
pendent advisory comminee appointed by the 
Minister held a hearing this month which was 
expected to finish yesterday (April 22). 

1lle new council aJso voted last week to 
postpone reducing its debt by $ 1 million this 
fi nancial year to avoid going into deficit. 

Shire president Robert Marshall said the 
deferral of projects and debt retirement was 

brought about by ;,the accounting practices of 
the time of commissioners", not the elected 
counci l. 

Cr Marshall said the commissioners had in­
formed the new council the 1996/97 council 
budget had a $14,000 surplus based on the sale 
of the SI.I million shire office site going ahead. 
If the sale did not proceed, the council would 
go into deficit. 
■ Continued on P24 



Shire to defer 
works programs 
□ From page 1 

The new council did not believe it appro­
priate to include the sale money as in­
come, he said, because the sale could fall 
through. 

··So we have to find SI.I million this 
year:· he said. 

Cr Marshall said the council had de• 
ferred Sl.326.000 in projects including 
debt retirement of S 1.024,000. 

He said more than SJ.I million had 
been dderred because the council had 
financial figures only up to December 31. 
1996. and had to cater for any sho11fall 
(other than the SI. I million) to the end of 
the financial year. 

He said the council officers were pre­
paring financial projections to June 30. 
1997. which would take four to six Y.ecks. 

After the council had this information 
the capital works projects would continue 
this financial year if there was enough 
money, he said. 

pr~r~~:r:o:W --:~1i~~~~ : 0d~fe~~ 

and be a priority in next financial year's 
budget". _ 

Cr Marshall said it was essential the 
council finish the financial year with a 
balanced budget. 

"Under no circumstances does council 
want to go into deficit." he said. 

Cr Marshall said the capital works 
items which had been deferred were 
projects which had not yet started and 
could be stopped with no linancial pen­
alties. 

One was a $100,000 pavilion in Wattle 
Glen. Another was a $20,000 creek cros-

si1/r!,:~~!r ~Id ~te~~r::/~fpayment 
for the pavilion would not be detrimental 
to the people: of Wattle Glen because it 
would still be built: "it might just be 
delayed for six weeks or to July 1 at 
worst" 

He said St Andrews r~dents were 
disappointed about the postponement of 
the Proctor St culvert. but the project 
would be "first on the list"" when money 
was available. 

Jobs 
on 

hold 
NILLUMBIK Council 
lastweckvotedtopost­
ponethe followingcapi-

:'o'id~~rtct:;affic 
lights (5120.000). 
• Proctor St creek 1.'TOS­
sing {S20,000). 
• York St Local Area 
Traffic Management 
($17,000). 
• Signage upgrades 
($20.000). 
• Playground upgrades 
($25.000). 
• Wattle Glen Pavilion 
-defer part payment 
($100,000). 

The council, which 
ha$ a debt of 
$5.229.387. also dccid• 
ed to defer the debt re­
tirement of S 1.024.000 
proposed in the budget. 
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BLAST FOR COUNCIL 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

LAWYERS defending a proposed commercial 
development on the former Eltham Shire office 
site have asked an independent advisory com­
mittee to dismiss Nillumbik Council's case 
against the proposal, saying it is "flawed". 

Marilyn Warren, representing DaUas Price 
Homes Ply Ltd, told the panel the council had 
changed its position on the proJX)Sal "on the 
very eve of the panel hearings" and was now in 
breach of its planning duties and powers. 

Fllhanllli:Wifll;jajaicaJ~lll.twll~ 

Planning permits for the proposal were sup­
p::,rted last year by Nillumbik commissioners, 
but the newly-elected councillors last month 
decided to "vigorously oppose" the granting of 
permits and mount a legal battle against the 
proposaJ (DV News, April 2). 

In his opening submission to the panel on 
April 2, the counci l's solicitor, Terry Monte­
bello, said the responsible authority was now a 
different council to that which had decided to 
issue the planning pennits last year. 

He said the new council felt the commission-

ers had given too much emphasis to the com­
mercial uses of the site and, accordingly, it had 
fonnally resolved to argue against the propos­
fil. 

Eltham Senior Citizens Club, Eltham resi­
dent Frank: Burgoyne and the Eltham Gateway 
Action Group (EGAG) had earlier appealed to 
the AAT in relation to the development and 
associat~signage. 

Planning and Local Government Minister 
Rob Maclellan called the matter in last De­
cember and appointed an independent advisory 

committee to consider the development propo­
sal. 

The final two days of a four-day public hear­
ing on the proposal to build a 24-hour service 
station-convenience store at the fonner Eltham 
Council site in Main Rd were held in Greens­
borough last week. 

Ms Warren told the committee and a packed 
gallery that the newly elected council 's ap­
proach to the proposaJ was "unprecedented and 
unhelpful" and should be dismissed. 
■ Continued on Page 7. 
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'Experts' oppose 
plans for shire site 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

HlRI J'AGL consultants and 
landscape architects "ere among 
expert witnesses called hy the 
NillumOik Council and Eltham 
GateY.ay Action Group in tht' 
closing sta~es ofa puhlic hearing 
last "eek into a proposed com­
mercial development on the for­
merUthamshireollicessite. 

Whilcsomcchose1ncncapsu­
la1e lhe··unique" cultural and 
historical ~ignihcance of the site. 
other;soughtlodemonstratcwh, 
the proposed commercial de,ei­
opmcnt ,,,as inappropriate 

Archilecl Gregory BurgC<;.~. who 
designed the interna t ionall~ 
acclaimcdF.lthamlihrarv.s.aidthe 
proposed developmeo1· .. 1aughed 
in the face of the "hole ethos of 
(1hc)communit, .. 

.. hcould ht-a transplant from 

any .. here:·hesaid."ltdoesnot 
appear to ha,e grown out of this 
place in resp,cct to its envi­
ronment" 

Mr Burgess said 1he propo,;al 
contained a serious lack of sensi­
tivity with ··supcrfic1al architec­
tural gimmickn·· and "as a poor 
urhan design and an inappropri­
ate land use 

Bui Mr Burgess· submission 
was dismissed b~ the de,elop,.:(s 
solicitor. Manlvn Warren. who 
said 1he witnesS·s personal pride 
in theneighhoringfltham ],ihrar~ 
had led him to a point of limited 
objecti,itywhenasscssingtheap­
pcal site 

Landscape arch11ect Stuan 
Green. representing Nillumbik 
Council. also referred to Ehham·s 
spcc1a! .. scnscofplace··.which hr 
said "asacomhinationofnatural 
andman-madeelements.whether 

through the ·•distinctive local 
ph}·siograph>··· or the use ofnatu• 
ralhuildingmaterialssuchasthat 
,;eenatMontsahatorthe[Jtham 
lihrar} 

Mr Green said the proposed 
con,eniencrcentre"ould""domi­
natethearea··andha,ea .. critical 
effect onthe·hush,illage·identily 
ofEl!ham·· 

Ms Warren defended the pro­
posedde,elopment h}dismissing 
an} referencetoa··uniquef.ltham 
feeling·· 

··r11thefeehngJ1saperception. 
and 1t ma} ,er} "ell he a desire. 
hut it does not e~ist "hen vou 
look at the hard commrrcial feel 
along Main Rd:· Ms Warren ,;aid. 

··Wesubmitthatthisisavalu­
able commercial site. According­
Iv. 11 attracts a substantial com­
mcrcia l de,elopment. 

.. E,idence,,.ehavc hearddcm-

onstrates the need to halance the 
commercial imperatives of the 
site"ithotherfacto~suchasthe 
surrounding environment. 

.. Su far as balancing the com­
mercial impcrati,cs and local 
dcsign1ssues.thisdcsignachicvcs 
that balance:· 

Arborist Glenn Waters and her­
itage consultant Graeme Butler 
alw provided information about 
three Italian cypress 1rees on the 
Main Rd site. destined to he re­
moved if the proposal goes ahead 

Mr Waters ,;aid that while all 
threetrecs"erein the beginning 
stagesofdccline.thc,couldbe 
savcdifappropriate·action"as 
talen. 

Mr Butler ,;aid the trees were 
important because the} "ere the 
sole indicators of the original site 
of the his1orical Shilhnglaw 
Cottage 
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Not your average 
convenience store 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

ONl:,Y one_ thi_ng was certain when a 
pubhc hearrng rnto a proposed 24-hour 
convenience centre-service station in 
Main Rd. Ehham.concluded last week­
both the developers and objectors agreed 
itwasnotastandardconveniencecentre 

On one side the Eltham Gateway Ac• 
tion Group's legal counsel Chris Wren 
labelled the proposal ··ad-hoc and oppor­
tunistic". while on the other side the 
developer's solicitor. Marilyn Warren. 
described it as a "unique design" 
recognising its "commercial gateway 
role" 

Both si~esagreed there .... as ~othing in 
metropolitan Melbourne which fully 
compared with the proposed develop­
ment. in si1.eordesign. 

Forthisreason,thetrafficimplications 
of the proposal were hotly debated by 
both sides. 

Traffic engineer for Grogan Richards 
Pty Ltd. Stephen Hunt. said traffic sur­
veysofsimilarcentresin Kensington and 
Vermont South last year had indicated 
traffic peaked on Friday afternoons about 
5pm. 

Mr Hunt said when these figures for 
parking and traffic demands were ana• 
lysed and applied to the proposal it was 
concluded that"safeandefficienttraffic 
movements into and out of the site" 
could be provided without impacting on 
existing traffic along-Main Rd. It also 
foun~ that th~ proposal would provide 
suffic1entparktngforpeak demand. 

But a traffic engineering assessment 
prepared by Turnbull Fenner Pty Lt_d for 
the EGAG disputed Mr Hunt's findings. 

Civilengineer AlanPrentice.onbehalf 
of Turnbull Fenner, said the proposed 
development was an over-development 
of the site in traffic engineering terms. 

MrPrenticesaidthelikelytraffiegener­
ation of the proposal would exceed the 
C!lpacityofMain Rd unless the inter5et-
11onwass1gnahsedattheMain Rdex1tas 
well as the Dudley St and Mam Rd 
intersection as proposed 

Evenwithasignalisedexitat Main Rd. 
queuelengthsofupto65mwouldneedto 
be accommodated which would require a 
complete re-arrangement of the site, he 
said. 

MrPrenticesaidtheproposedparking 
was inadequate and impractical for the 
likely demand on the centre and would 
impede the car-parking demands of the 
adJacentseniorciti1.enandchildcare 
centres. 

The Eltham Senior Citizens Club presi­
dent Thelma Barkway also presented a 
second submission in response to two 
previously unseen traffic reports on a 
proposed bus bay. 
Mrs Barkway said despite the additional 
information and recommended modi li ­
cations the proposed development would 
be "detrimental'' to the amenity and 
operations of the senior citi1.ens centre 
because of excessive noise. inadequate 
parking,lackofdisabledparking,cre­
ahon of dangerous traffic situations and 
inappropriate fencing. 
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□ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Recognition 
for Claire 
MANY of your readers were 
pleased to see in a recent 
issue, a reference to Claire 
Fitzpatrick's move from Pitt 
St to Southern Cross Homes 
in Macleod. She is so well 
known around Eltham that 
this really was a major news 
item. and should be 
recognised as such. 

Claire is a woman of 
warmth, intelli~nce and vi­
brant personality, who has 
achieved an extraordinary 
amount In many areas and 
had a major impact on al­
mostall of them: In the 1920s 
in student affairs; surveying 
in the bush: as a girl journal­
ist on the Melbourne "Morn­
ing Post·· and other papers 
here and overseas. Later on 
came many more occupa­
tions including teaching, 
farminf, goat-breeding and 
exhibitmg. and judging in 
major agricultural shows. 

, □ OFF THE CUFF 

She has always been the 
complete activist; has made 
herself expert in all her func­
tioning. a.reas and .has more 
than w1lhngly advised. guid­
ed and helped anyone else 
encountered along the way. 
Many now middle-aged El­
tham people started their 
working lives as her goatpen 
boys and girls. greatly encour­
aged by her unshakeable be­
lief in their potential. All her 
ducklings. ugly or not, were 
headed for swanship. 

In local government af­
fairs. nothing moves in or 
around Eltham without 
Oaire finding out. about \t 
and either helping 11 alons 1f 
it seems good. or mobihsmg 
loud and effective protests if 
not. Her movin$ to fl:iacleod 
may dampen this activism a 
little, but I wouldn't bet on it 
One of her more minatory 
phrases is "I have my net­
works!". She certainly does. 
and knows how to use them, 
,oo. 

What her extraordinary 
number and diversity of 
friends will now miss is being 

able to visit her in the lovely 
house she created. and its 
magic~rden. 

But 1f we feel sad about 
this, we have only to go as far 
as Macleod to lind ourselves 
feeling quite at home again• 
in Oaire's room. She has seen 
to that. most effectively. And 
we can be quite sure, that 
afier a few weeks' peace and 
quietness. any possums 
around Macleod (or, for that 
matter, anywhere else) that 
need stirring, will be getting 
her concentrated attention, 

Barbara Slurmfels, 

Featu;t~=;Jj 
protect 
''SHOPPING strips to share 
in funding"(Diamond Valley 
News. May 2, 1997). reported 
the commendable measure 
aimed at revitalising commu­
nity retail centres. 

In my submission to the 
hearing re-development of 

the ex-Eltham Shire Office 
site, I gave a~ inventory of 
the dozen sigmficant features 
which enhance the 'heritage 
mile', the Eltham Gateway, 
leading from the south, 
Wingrove Cottage and Park. 
the Court House and Police 
Lock-up. Australia's first 
public mud brick building, 
the Community Centre, the 
Uniting Church and Old 
Bank, Alistair Knox Park, 
Shillinglaw Cottage. Eltham 
Library, the Catholic Church. 
the War Memorial, etc. 

I argued that the proposed 
development for the ex-shire 
office site .was incongruous 
With the mherent heritage 
and bush values and contra­
vened the Planning and Envi­
ronment Act's Heritage Ob­
jectives. Further. I proposed 
a development for celebrat­
ing the year 2000 or the cente• 
nary of Australian Federa­
tion, 2001, one attractive to 
tourists. 

Ideally, such expressions of 
Eltham·s unique heritage 
should be complemented by 
the retail centre, for local ap-

peal and tourism. Afier all. 
Eltham retains the best heri­
tage features; one has to trav­
el find something compa­
rable. 

My suggestion for Eltham •s 
retail centre is for traders to 
work for a 'tow~ herita$_C im­
age'. The council $1 mil. un­
necessarily spent on Main Rd 
'beautification• would better 
have been put into a fund for 
such a purpose. 
Ken Edersall, 
Henry St, Ellham. 

Flower pot 
thieves 

I AM only one person who 
lives in our village of Minis­
try of Housing units in Hurs­
tbridge. We are pensioners. 

Please, whoever is taking 
our Dower baskets and pot 
plants. tell them to keep their 
sticky little line,ers off. 

Go play with your toys 
somewhere else. 

M.Colthup, 
Anzac A~e, Huntbridge. 



Costly bun fight 
over shire offices 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

THE former Eltham shire office site 
has cost ratepayers more than 
$115,000 since the former Nillumb­
ik commissioners put it on the 
markcttwoyearsago-yctthcsitc 
is still vacant and its future 
unknown. 

Last week the newly elected 
Nillumbik Council revealed it 
would face a further $72,000 in de­
molition costs for the July 1996 
removal of the former shire office 
building, if a permit for a proposed 
24-hour petrol station, convenience 
store and fast food outlet on the site 
was refused by Planning and Local 
Government minister Rob 
Maclellan. 

And the site developer Dallas 
Howgatc has also indicated he could 
bring a personal damages claim of 
up to~ 10 mill_ion against the council 
or Shire president Robert Marshall 
and Crs Marg Jennings and John 
Graves who voted to oppose the new 
development, if the proposal docs 
not proceed. 

The future of the site rests with 
minister Maclellan, who called the 
matter in last December and ap­
pointed an independent advisory 
committee to consider the develop-

menl proposal after a number or 
residents appealed to the Adminis­
trative Appeals Tribunal (AAT). 

The independent advisory com­
mittcciscxpcctcdtorelcasc1tsfind­
ings to Mr Maclellan this week. 

Last week Nillumbik Council 
chief executive officer Barry Roch­
ford defended the costs of the sale or 
the former Eltham shire office site as 
"relativetothesiuoftheassct". 

Mr Rochford said more than 
$96,000 or the total costs or the sale 
were "jllllt part or the saJc or any 
major asset". 

He said the $96,000 included 
$10,610 for a building audit, $30,726 
for security during the former shin: 
office building's demolition, 

1~?J~f~~'.'!!tst"2~f~~= 
co,u. 

In March the newl~cd Nill­
umbik councillors joined objectors 
in "vigorously opposing" the grant­
ing of permits and mounted a legal 
battle against the proposal. 

Mr Rochford said an additional 
$19,375 was spent on legal costs. 
consultants' fees and staff wages dur­
ing the panel hearing so the council 
could "defend it5 position". 

"The council believes they were 
acting in the best intercsts or the 

community," he said. 
Nillumbik Shin: president Roben 

Marshall said the extra oost was 
"well wonh it" if it resulted in the 
community having "an appropriate 
development on that site and not 
one or great detriment to the towo­
ship of Eltham". 

Last month the council was forced 
to defer six capital works programs 
totalling SI.I million in its 1997/98 
budget to fond a potential budget 
shonfall should the sale of the for­
mer Eltham shin: office site fall 
through. 

Mr Rochford said while there was 
no monetary cost in deferring the 
capital works program there was a 
"community cost" but it was "not 
easily quantifiable in dollar terms". 

He said ifthedevelopi::rdecidcd to 
sue the councillors individually or as 
a whole, "either way the councillors 
will be n:lyingon the insurance poli­
cies held by council to protect them 
from any financial loss". 

The proposed development in 
MainRd,Eltham,hasalsocostthe 
Eltham Gateway Action Group 
about$17,000 in legal cost5 af\erthe 

~n~S:tir~~~;'I~1~~:k ~J:i 
oommissioncrs'decision to grant a 
permit. 
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Montsalvat plans 
season of festivals 

by FIONA KAEGI 

THE annual Montsalvat 
Jazz Festival which was 
cancelled this year is to be 
replaced by a season of 
festivals and events, 
Montsalvat Trust chair­
man Sigmund Jorgensen 
saidlas1wcek. 

Mr Jorgensen canc:tlle<I 
the annual jazz festival, 
traditionally held on the 
Australia ~ay weekend, 
when he discovered Mel­
bourne Water had orga­
nised a ncwgovernment­
backcdjazzfestivalforthe 
same weekend. 

Agenciesthathadprevi­
ouslybackedtheMontsal­
vat festival had switched 
their support to the new 
jazzevent,theMarvellous 
Melbourne Jazz Festival, Key player: The annual j"azz festival may be gone but MontslJlvat Trust chairman 
Mr Jorgensen told the DV Sigmund .Jorgensen has bigger plans in mind. 
News last November. 

But last week Mr Jor- The season of festivals 
gensen told the News that will include: 
after discussions with mu- • The Montsalvat Festi­
sicians and anists he had val or Improvised Music 
been persuaded to resur- in October 1997: 
rect the idea or holding a • The Montsalvat Natio-

~;~~iJ:.Z festival at ~=: rnoe~~t~r'9~~ti-
Mr Jorgensen said the • The Montsalvat Com­

res1ival would be renamed munity Music Festival in 
the "Improvised Music December 1997 (new): 
Festival". • The Montsalvat Crt-

ln addition, four new ative Music Festival in 
res1ivals and two estab- December 1998 (new): 
lished restivals would be • The Montsalvat Cham­
held at Montsalvat. ber Music Festival in 

But instead of being on April 1998: 
one weekend the festivals eCelebrate the Environ• 
would be spread over sev- mental Montsalvat (new): 
en weekends, Mr Jorgen- and 
sen said. eThe Montsalvat Festi-

··1t will be very differenl val of Early Music (new). 
from previous festivals:· Mr Jorgensen said 
he said. Montsalvatcouldnothan-

··AII the idioms will be dle large visitor numbers 
represented in some form because or its lack or car 
or anmher.··£._o-.,__,s,,J.!;t~J..:!Di segmenting 

the audience," he said. 
.. People with specific in­
terestscancometospecir­
icrestivals." 

Mr Jorgensen said it 
would be counter-produc­
tive to attempt to compete 
with the MarvellousMel­
bourneJazz Festival. 

He said !laving Mont­
salvat'simprovisedmusic 
festival in October rather 
thanJanuarywouldhopc­
fullypreven11hetwores1i­
vals '"poaching,. each oth­
er's audiences. 

"Whatlamtryingtodo 
issellthewholethingasa 
package to sponsors so 
theyarestillgettingthe 
samenumberstheyhadin 
thepast, .. hesaid. 

Mr Jorgensen said even 

~~iso~~~e ~~~nfesi~ 
vals,elementsofitwould 
still go ahead. 

·'There arc a lot or an­
ists and musicians out 
therewhoarekcentoseeit 
happen,"hesaid. 

··we have always felt 
the need tocllangethedi­
rectionandemphasisesin 
the festival and we have 
done that over the years. 

.. Jr it didn't change it 
would become dull.., 

Mr Jorgensen said the 
new festivals would give 
Montsalvatawider range 
of music and an and also 
overcome car parking 
problems. 

"'We have always had 
littlefestivals.butitisnew 
to put them into a kind or 
season." he said. 

Mr Jorgensen said he 
hoped the new festivals 
would not only entertain 
people but also would con­
front and challenge them. 
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LAW SUIT THREAT 
by AONA KAEGI and LAETA ANTONYSEN advisory committee last November to consider the 

development proposal after a number of residents 
NILLUMBIK Council could be sued for up to $ 10 appealed to the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. 
million for breach of contracl by a developer, Dallas 1be battle intensified in March when councillors 
Price Homes. Marshan, Jennings and Graves voted 10 mount a 

A State Government appointed panel has now legal case against the commissioncrn' decisioo to 
rejected the controversial 24-hour SheU petrol sta- grant the pennil. 
lion and Hungry Jack's development planned for the Nillumbik Council chief executive officer Bany 
former Eltham Shire office site in Main Road. Rochford said the council received a letter from 

Dallas Price Homes.could sue the shire for breach solicitors Arnold Bloch Leibler on behalf of Dallas 
of contract, if the panel's recommendations are PriceHomesearlierthisyear,statingthecouncilwas 
upheld by Planning and Loca1 Government Minister in breach of contract and the developer "reserved 
Rob Maclellan. their right to sue individually, jointly and severally''. 

Shire president Robert Marshall and councillors The State Government-appointed panel last week 
Marg Jennings and John Graves, who voted to found the proposed development to be ''totally inap­
oppose the new development, also face hefty per- propriate" for the Main Rd site. 
sonal damages claims. It recommended the minister n:fuse a permit for 

A permit for the multi-million dollar development the proposed convenience centre, comprising a 24-
was granted by the former Nillumbik commissioners bow- petrol station, convenience store, cafe/take­
last Cktober, followmg the demolition of the shire away food premises, a retail facility and a communi­
offices. Mr ldlN;.kllalk~~(~au,Yfacility.Thepanel'sreportsaidtheshopandpetrol 

station were "unacceptable uses" within the Eltham 
Town Centre - Retail and Office Zone. 

It recomrn.!nded the land be rezoned for public 
purposes and remain in the community's ownership 
for community use. 

However, developer Dallas Howgate said Mr 
Maclellan still had to decide whether he would 
accept the recommendations of the panel and said 
Mr Maclellan had been known to overturn panel rec­
ommendations in the past 

"It has got to the stage where the umpire has con­
trol of the project, the umpire being Maclellan," he 
said. 

''We are happy to abide by his decision." 
''We believe the minister will take appropriate 

steps to make sure the best outcome happens." 
Mr Howgate indicated legal action was still a pos­

sibility. 
Shire president Robert Marshall said he hoped the 

minister wouJd approve the panel's recommenda­
tions. 

''The panel has recognised this site is one of the 
most important sites in the township of Eltham," he 
said. 

"It (the recommendation) is fantastic because it 
recognises the qualities we believe make FJtham 
auractive. 

'The panel has also recommended the site be 
rezoned to public purposes which I strongly sup­
port." 

Cr Marshall said the developer should "respect the 
umpire's decision" and not '"'vindictively Dog a dead 
horse" by suing the council. 

"I think it is an outrage that a developer would 
threaten to sue councillors individually fer merely 
doing their job by representing the views of the com­
munity," he said. 

A spokeswoman for the Department of 
lnfrastructure said the Minister would now consider 
the panel's recommendations and make a finding ''in 
duecourse". 



Report rejects store plan 
''OFFENSIVE .. "inappropriate" 
and'"awful"wcrcjustsomeofthe 
words an independent advisory 
panel used to describe a proposal 
fora 24-hourservice station and 
convenience store in Main Rd, 
Eltham. 

Shell petrol station with under­
cover fuclhng facilities. oonvc­
nieoceshopping, a Hungry Jack's 
fastfoodstorcwithdrive-throug.h 
service,anSO.seatcafe,automat­
edbanking,achildrcn's plararca, 
retail space an.d a community fa­
cility, with car parking over two 
1evelsfor83cars. 

tham Town Centre - Retail and 
Office Zone. 

In its report, the panel said it 
was"reasonabletosurmisc"that. 
at the time the .i:one boundaries 
were drawn, the (former f!ltham) 
council would have incorporalcd 
the site into the Gateway Zone, if 
the sale of the site had been rn­
visaged. 

might lead to the belief that the 
iniendcd use of this land should 
be commercial. (but) the commit­
tee"s view is that the underlying 
intent of the 1:one is not commer­
cial but community based." 

In a rcpon to Planning and 
Local Government Minister Rob 
Maclellan last week the panel 
members, Dimily Recd and Mar­
garet Pitt.advised the minister to 
refuse a permit for the devel­
opment. 

The panel recommended the 
permit be refused and the former 
Eltham Shire office site be rc­
.:oned for public purposes to en­
able future community use 

"It is clear that this land is of 
enormous symbolic and cultural 
importance to the Eltham com­
munity.'' the panel said . 

The panel also said in its report 
that a development of the type 
and scale. proposed was ··totally 
1nappropna1e·• and "would un­
dermine forever the view the 
community has of its history" and 
"demean" the Eltham township. 

The panel also found the pro­
posed design of the development 
was verging on "awful", 

The proposed development by 
Dallas Price Homes includes a rhe site is cum:ntly :wncd El-

'"A superficial interpretation or 
the term 'Retail and Office Zone· 

Residents with panel 
ELTHAM residents have welcomed During that time, residents con­
an independent advisory panel's re- tinued their ba!lle to prevent the 
port which recommends a 24--hour proposed development from going 
Shell petrol station/convenience ahead. 
store and Hungry Jacks restaurant Jenni Mitchell. president of the 
planned for the former Eltham Shire Eltham Gateway Action Group 
office site be refused. (EGAG) which has been instrumen-

Residents have been fighting the tal in fighting to stop the develop-­
controversial development for ment, was rapt at the panel"s 
about a year. findings. 

The permit for the development Ms Mitchell said the findings 
was approved by the former com- showed how "the strength and _tc­
missioners of the council last Octo- nacity of a group of people working 
ber. and residents lodged appeals at tirelessly sometimes pays off'". 
the Administrative Appeals Tribu- "This proves that determination 
nal (AAT) shortly after that. can win through," she said. 

In November the matter was Montsalvat Trust chai rm an 
called in by Planning and Local Sigmund Jorgensen, also an EGAG 
Government Minister Rob member,andCrMargaretJennings. 
Maclellan. and in March this year a former EGAG member, also ex­
the newly elected council v~~ed to pressed their happiness at the re­
fight the commissioners' decision to port's recommendations. 
grant the permits. Former Eltham councillor Jim 

f!lhom?!!5:'.,,.,,.....&?r:r/....,.,,....,.."'l'"" 

Connor, who represented Eltham 
resident Thelma Barkway at the 
panel hcarings,alsopraisedthepan­
cl'sreport. 

Mrs Barkwa)\ 1he president of the 
Eltham Senior Citizens, was one of 
two Eltham residents (excluding 
EGAG) 10 lodge an appeal at the 
AAT against the commissioners' de­
cision to vant the permiL 

"I beheve the panel's report 
strongly supports the position taken 
by Mrs Barkway aryd acknowledges 
the adverse impact 11 would have on 
the adjoining senior citizens build­
ing," Mr Connor said. 

Eltham MP Wayne Phillips ad­
mitted he was surprised at the pan­
el's recommendations. 

Mr Phillips said a commercial 
development such as the one pro­
posed would bring jobs and iDCOme 
to the area. 

..,. 

r 



Input on 
new 
planning 
scheme 
NILLUMBIK residents 
can find out how the pro, 
posed new Nillumbik 
plannin~ scheme .will af­
fect their properties at a 
series of ward information 
days. 

Planning controls in 
Nillumbik Shire will be 
brought i~to line with the 
rest of Victoria over the 
next year as part of State 
Government reforms (DV 
News.July 9). 

Nillumbik Council 
adopted the proposed new 
scheme in June, based on 
the government's Victori­
an Planning Provisions. 

Ratepayers have two 
months to make submis­
sions on the new planning 
format which affects all 
properties in the shire. 

Co~ncil o_fficers and 

ward information days at:• 

■ Arthurs Creek - from 
2-9pm. Thursday. August 
28. at the Arthurs Creek 
Hall. Arthurs Creek Rd. 
Arthurs Creek; 

■ Diamond - from 
2-9pm, Tuesday, ~ptem­
bcr 2. at the Diamond 
Creek Community Centre, 
Main Rd. Diamond 
Creek; 

■ Mt Pleasant - from 
2-9pm, Monday, August 
18,at the Eltham Commu­
ni1y and Reception, cor­
ner or Pin St and Main 
Rd, Eltham: 
■ Sugarloaf - from 
2-9pm, tomorrow (Thurs­
day) at the Panton Hill 
Living and Learning Cen­
tre, Bishops Rd, Panton 
Hill;and 
■ Wattle - from 2-9pm, 
Monday, August 11. at the 
Ehham Community and 
Reception Centre, .comer 
of Pill St and Main Rd. 
Eltham. Elthom D<,tr.ct Hio.l<>ri<ol 

Councillors meet 
Shell developer 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

NILLUMBIK Council and a con­
sultant for the proposed 24-hour 
Shell service station/convenience 
centre and Hungry Jacks restaurant 
in Eltham met for the first time last 
week to discuss the controversial 
project whose future is now in the 
hands of Planning Minister Rob 
Maclellan. 

The meeting between the five 
Nillumbik councillors and Contour 
Consultants' Andrew Biacsi on be· 
half of the Main Rd site developer 
Dallas Price Homes, was organised 
at the minister's suggestion. 

Nillumbik shire president Rohen 
Marshall said it was the first time 
the elected council had sat down 
and had "face-to-face" negotiations 
with the developer and the discus­
sions had proven "very amicable", 

"The developer and the council 
put a lot of issues on the table for 
discussion," Cr Marshall said. 

"Both sides made it clear that 
we're quite prepared to discuss all 
matters su1Tounding the devel­
opment." 

Cr Marshall said the council and 
developer were due to meet again 
today (Wednesday) to discuss the 
issue further. 

"I am sure both the developer 
and the council will make indepen­
dent reports to the minister of the 
outcome of the talks." 

Mr Biacsi declined to comment 
on the meeting. 

A permit for the multi-million­
dollar development was granted by 
the former Nillumbik commission-

~:1\~f~n~}°~;• ~ill~w~?~~e ad~ 

conditional sale to Dallas Howgate. 
Mr Maclellan appointed an inde­

pendent advisory comminee last 
November to consider the develop­
ment proposal after residents ap­
pealed to the Administrative Ap­
peals Tribunal. 

In March the newly-appointed 
shire president Robert Manhall 
and councillors Marg Jennings and 
John Graves voted to mount a legal 
case to overturn the commission­
ers' decision to grant the permit. 

This led to threats by the devel­
opers to sue the council. 

Earlier this month, the advisory 
committee recommended Mr Mac­
lellan refuse to grant a permit for 
the development (DV News, July 9), 
but Mr Maclellan had not an­
nounced his decision when DV 
News went to press. 

50-plus 
ane- ~ 
loving it 

THE Di.11nond Valley 
50s plus club turnecl 16 
last week. 

About 130 people at­
tended the club"s birth• 
day celebrations on July 
21. 

Club presWent Alan 
Pearce said the club pro-
1'ided friendship and 
companionship to people 
in lhe 56-plus a11e group. 

The club has regular 
weekly acti1'itin includ· 
in11 line dancing, bowls, 
table tennis. badminton, 
thai chi, keep fit exer­
cises, ballroom dancing 
classes and cards, 

11 also organised day 
trips and interstate trips, 
Mr Pearce said. 

The club has a mem­
bership of 350. loquiries: 
Mr Pearce on 9467 3378. 



Deadline extended 
to allow more talks 
by FIONA KAEGI 

THE future of the former Eltham 
shire office site might not be known 
until the end of Oc1obcr following 
Nillumbik Councirs decision last 
week to extend its contract wilh the 
developer 

The council also voted to spend 
$5000 to employ architecl Greg Bur­
gess, who designed the award­
winning Eltham library. to l)ftpare a 
··sketch concept .. for possible uses 
for the land in Main Rd, Eltham. 
Plans to build a 24-hour Shell petrol 
statlon and Hungry Jacks on the site 
have been surrounded in controver­
sy since October when the former 
commissioners panted approval for 
the mult1-m1lhon-dollar devdop­
mcnt following demolition of the 
shire offices. 

Planning Minister Rob Maclellan 
appointed an independent advisory 
comminee last November to consid­
er the development proposal after a 
number of residents appealed to the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal 

The battle intensified in March 
when then newly elected councillors 
Robert Marshall. Margaret Jennings 
and John Graves voted to mount a 
legal case to overturn the commis­
sioners· decision to grant the permit. 

Last month the advisory commit­
tee released a report whi1;h rejected 
the current plans for the site, but the 
council. community and developers 
are still awaiting the minister·s final 
decision. 

Under the original arrangement 
the contract could have been de­
clared invalid had the permit not 
been granted by August 30, but the 
date has now been extended to Octo­
ber 30. 

Speaking after the council meet­
ing. Cr Jennings said the council had 
met with the minister and he had 
suggested the councillors talk with 
Shell. 

Extending the contract gave both 
parties more time to try to resolve 
the situation, she said. 

Cr Jennings said the minister had 
also asked the councillors whether 
they had considered what they want­
ed on the site. 

She said the council had not de­
cided what it wanted the site used 
for, but some of the ideas generated 
by the community included an an 
gallery. an Internet cafe and other 
youth- or employment-oriented 
ideas. 

Employing Greg Burgess to pre­
pare a concept sketch would show 
the minister the council was think-

ing abo alternative uses for the 
land.shlaid. 

Howe r. Cr Lex de Man and Cr 
Natalie oodley opposed spending 
$5000~a concept sketch. 

Cr de an said the council had 
already nt a lot of money on its 
battle inst the development, and 
its budg was tight. 

"I do t know where we will get 
$5000 from." he said. 

Cr W9{)(iley said the council 
should submit its ideas to the minis­
ter "verbally .. rather than spend an­
other $5000. 

Contour Consultants' Andrew 
Biacsi. acting on behalf of developer 
Dallas Price Homes, said the devel­
opers had requested the contract be 
extended and were pleased the coun­
cil had granted their wish. 

"Now we can continue discus­
sions (with the council) without the 
pressure of a looming deadline." he 
said. 

Eltham Gateway Action Group 
president Jenni Mitchell said she 
was .. surprised and somewhat disap­
pointtt1" It the council's decision to 
extend the contract. 

A spokeswoman from the Depart­
ment of Infrastructure said the min­
ister was still considering the issue 
and was "exploring all options". 

Curves to stay in link road 
NILLUMBIK Council's '"While we want the The "wi ndy mile" was windy mile section of the 
realignment plans for ~ia- road to be safe, we don't last year declared the road and we have drafu:d 
mond Creek's notonous want Lt to be a straight shire's wo~st accident our plans accordingly." he 
·•windy mile" will ensure alleyway ~ we want to blacksPl;)t, with more than said. . 
the road retains some put curves back mto it," 20 accidents, including ~ "The roadway will b-? a 
cu rves. shire president he said. one fa1ality, re_ported since ing)e ~magew~y with 
Robert Marshall said lasl The council recently re- 1990. The winding road ne l~rye 1n each direction. 
week ce1Ved SI million from ca mes about 15,000 veh1- Provision. has been made 

er· Marshall said the VicRoads to realign the cles~day. . inthedesi~forasecond 
"windy mile" section of dang_erous 1.8km stretch N1llumbik Council con- carriagewaym the future.·· 
Diamond Creek . Rd pro- of D1a~ond Creek Rd. af- struction co-ordinator Ste- Roadw.or~s are expect­
vided the transmon from ter seekmg funds for many ven White said the pro- ed to begm m January and 
Greensborough to_ Dia- years. . posed road would retain take about three months 
mond Creek and II was The works will improve "sweepine, curves·• along lo complete. 
important the character of the safety of Diamond most sections of1ts length. Plans will be displayed 
the road be re1ained after Creek Rd between Larch "We are aware of the in October for comment. 
its upgrade. Cres. and Sutherland Rd. scenic importance of the - FIONA KAEGI 

CUJlTAIN & BLINDS 
SHOP AT HOME 
DECOR SERVICE 

FREE CALL 1800 068 797 

COLONY CllllTAINS PIL 
ESTl96G 

Migraine 
if the look of your lounge 
room gives you a headache ... 

Dcall the , 
octor. 

For a tiny $65 your local Room Doctor cut show you how IO make the most of 
)"OUrdecoratingbodget by11-orldng10aco-ordinatedplan. 

Your Room Doaor can help )'OU achie-.t' a f:Ntionable interior by inror])oraling the latest 
designswllileconseningandupdating)OOrexNingqualiiyfurni<ihing,;. 
(Alrcne~CUNIUionfee<JS6)Cl)lfflcneroomandisniurdableagai!Nm)~purdlN. 

l the 
Room 
Doctor 

I !.&., Cbl'IIXU:l'l!THl!W.W.W&bwl&Nll•~.wff;l•(Bw:&Nll&!H.m 
~ •Ctllwi•tblN(i&Nll•b&~~·FtlRm&Nll•Tw&lmMf.l'•l'&ln:(&Ki! 

0 ' < 0 " " < 0 " DECORATOR nus • BUNDS • CURTAINS ·m· .......... GREENSBOROUGH: 121 MAINITREH. 9434 6800 
H!JDELBERG: llB BELL ITREH. 9459 2900 
RINGWOOD: 229 MAROONDAH HWY. 9179 2978 
'Tits 1,1,c,....,.,........, -~• ~ONr-

NOTICE OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Meetings are open to t_he_publi':__and a~ normally followed by 



Shire tightens 
grants scheme 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

A SURGE in the number of people 
requesting sporting grants from 
NillumbikCouncil has forced the shire 
to tighten the policy for its sport and 
recreation achievements grants scheme. 

Under the new policy, the maximum 
any one person can obtain is a $200 

f.iOO i~:d bi~~~!p~~~ ~e fu~1~o~e/~ 
wider range of sports people. 

Cultural and community services 
group manager Garry King said the 
council's sporting grants were available 
to individual sports people living in 
Nillumbik who were chosen to represent 
theircountry,stateorregionatinterstate 
or overseas competitions. 

He said the grants recognised the work 
Nillumbik athletes were putting into 
their sport and helped them to achieve 
higher standards. 

The sum of $4000 had been made 
available in the 1997/98 budget for the 
grants scheme, $1000 less than last 
year's budge! alloc~tion, he said. 

But Mr King said the reduced funds 
were due to a "necessary" tightening, 

rather than a lack of support from the 
a:,uncil towards the sponing commu­
nity. 

"When formulating the budget this 
year less funds were allocated to what is 
called 'non-recovered' items,"hesaid. 

As a result, a number of leisure ser­
vices had taken a "li1tle bit ofa reduc­
tion". 

Mr King said last year's budget alloca­
tion ofSSOOO was fully spent, although it 
did last the year. 

"Due to the popul~rity of these grants, 
the council •~ought 1t would be a good 
idea, for equity purposes, to clarify the 
sponing grants policy, panicularly when 
it comes to teams,·· he said. 

"In the past, ifwe had a football team 
of 20 people apply for a grant it could 
have wiped out the grants in one hit. 

"Now it will be a linle bit fairer." 
New regulations also stipulate the 

grants can be made available only to 
sports people recognised by the regional, 
state or national bodies, and previous 
funding must be taken into account 
when assessing the allocation of any 
grant. 

Professional sports people are ineligi• 
ble for the grants. 

Superbly d~signed and bu,h (0 your spccificaho 

p;~~e;:~s~~~~,;~;~; _ 

FACING POLICE CHARGES? 
Free interview and quote: Call Mlt:hael Quinlan. 

Michaelhas28yearsexperienceinpolicecases. 

Ryan Mackey & Mt:Clelland - Barristen & Solicitors 

65 Main Street, Greensborough 

50metresfromGreensboroughPlazaEntrance 

PH: 9435 3811,-,_ 

Theme 
for 
friends 
HOW do pupils from a 
country school of 50 pu­
pils get to meet up with 
their peers from a city 
school of 400 pupils? 

Arthurs<;:r~kPrimary 
School pnnc1pal Carol 
Cardile said pupils from 
the small rural school 
had developed ~ sister 
school relat1onsh1p with 
Preston Primary School 
through the Internet and 
letter-writing. 

For the first face-to­
face meetingofthesistcr 
schools, Ms Cardile said 
the Arthurs Creek school 
had organised a country 
theme day last week. 

Grade six pupils from 
Preston were treated toa 
spinning demonstration 
andapresentationofani­
mals including a horse. 
cockatoo and sheep 

On the menu for the 

~~ri:: ~~"!~:adr1fo~~~ 
Aussie barbecue. 

Ms Cardile said Ar­
thurs Creek pupils would 
gctthechancctosechow 
a city school operated 
when Preston Primary 
reciprocated the visit lat­
er this term. 

FRAMED PICTURES 
New stock just arrived 

GmNSBOROUGH PICTUR~ SHOP 
"'1(/'6., ~ fUU'""9 .. .,,, .a ...• ! 

CENTRAL COURT ARCADE ~ 
60 MAIN ST. GREENSBOROUGH 9435 7440 i 

~ 



$1 Om option for 
shire office site 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

A NEW community cen­
tre with a focus on arts. 
craftsandtheyouthhas 
bcenllaggcdbyNillumbik 
Council as an op1ion for 
the former Eltham Shire 
office site in Main Rd. 

Shire president Robert 
Marshall last week said 
the centre. which would 
costanestimatedSI0mil­
lion. would house three 
cinemas. an art gallery. a 
rcstaurant.awinebar.stu­
dios. offices and retail 
shops.and would beset in 
terraced gardens. 

Cr Marshall said the 
centre was designed by 
award-winning Eltham Li­
brary architect. Greg Bur­
gess,anditwouldbecom­
plementary to the area's 
"natural surroundings". 

o ~ 
:- "· - r~ 

0 1'-~ , ... 

including the neighboring New plans: An alternative proposal for the former Eftham Shire office site. 
library. 

A council-owned build- multi-million dollar de­
ing to the north ofthe site. vclopment following de­
currently housing the El- molition of the shire 
tham Senior Citizens Club offices. 
and Foodshare. would be Residents appealed to 
demolished 10 make way the Administrative Ap­
for the Joint communit)- peals Tribunal over the 
commercial venture. proposal and Planning 

The senior citizens Minister Rob Maclellan 
would be relocated to the appointed an independent 
new centre and a war me- advisory committee last 
morial in the area would November to arbitrate. 
be incorporated into the The battle intensified in 
grounds of the new pro- March when newly elected 
posal. he said. councillors Rohen Mar-

Plans to build a 24-hour shall. Margaret Jennings 
Shell petrol station and and John Graves voted to 
Hungry Jacks on the site mountalcgalcasctoover­
have been surrounded by turn the commissioners' 
controversy since Oc- decision. 
tobcr The advisory panel rec-

The former oommis- ommended rejecting the 
sioners a~~U2i.-f(~l2vn~1forthesitein 

July,butMrMaclellanhas 
until the end of October to 
make a final decision. 

Nillumbik Council em­
ployed Mr Burgess to pre­
pare the "sketch concept" 
for an alternative use of 
thesite. 

CrMarshallsaidtheur­
gent need for concept 
plans meant only limited 
community consultation 
had been possible. 

He said the new design 
was only a "very good 
staningpoin1" and would 
be submitted to Mr 
Maclellan. with repons on 
ongoing negotiations with 
thesites'currentdevelop­
er, Dallas Price Homes. 

Contour Consultants' 
Andrew Biacsi, acting on 

behalf of developer Dallas 
Price Homes, said he had 
notyetbecninvitedtosec 
the new proposal but was 
"very interested"'. 

Cr Marshall said work 
on the development 
would begin if the minis­
ter upheld the panel's de­
cision. However, the 
proJect would not proceed 
iftheoouncilwasrequircd 
to fund it completely. 

"We don't have that 

~~Id 0!otJis~f(y s:~di~ 
that much in one area of 
the shire," Cr Marshall 
said. 

Instead, the council 
would seek government 
funding and interest from 
private enterprise. 



Succeed m your Exams 
in a fun informative accelerated 
Super Study Skills Workshop - * speed reading * mind mapping * memory 

28th September 1997 9 am-5.30 pm i 
Adults $130 Students $110 I Ph 9439 7594 

FACING POLICE CHARGES? 
Free interview and quote: Call Michael Quinlan. 

Michael has 28 years experience in police cases. 

Ryan Mactey a McClelland • Barristers & Solicitors 

65 Main Street, Greensborough 

50 metres lrom Greensborough Plaza Entrance 

PH: 9435 3811.~.-

Baby Show ll 
ELTHAM • 

R.S.L. . 
• Crir Main Street and Pitt Street • 

Thursday 25th September 1997 

Girls and Boys Commencing 11 am 

Age Sections: $3: 0-6 mths, 6-12 mths, 1-2 yrs, 2·5 yrs 

• Prince or Princess • will be Caped and Crowned ii sufficient numbers 

"Mist'lif'lli'i!llt~r·lil,~01'"' 

New plan for shire office site 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

NILLUMBIK Council's alterna­
tive proposal for the develop­
ment of the former Eltham Shire 
office site in Main Rd has re­
ceived a mixed response from 
residents and community 
groups. 

The Eltham Gateway Action 
Group (EGAG) has backed the 
council's $10 million proposal 
for a community centre with a 
focus on arts and the youth, in­
cluding cinemas, art galleries and 
workshops, a wine bar, offices 
and retail shops (DV News. Sept. 
10). 

The Greg Burgess-designed 
centre, which would be built in 
several stages, would incorporate 
adjoining land currently housing 
the Eltham Senior Citizens Club 
and the war memorial hall and 
the Eltham Pre-School. 

The new proposal, which is 

still at a basic concept stage, is 
instead of the Shells/Hungry 
Jack's convenience centre ori~­
nally proposed for the old shire 
office site. 

The future of the site is in the 
hands of Planning Minister Rob­
ert Maclellan who will decide in 
coming weeks whether to uphold 
a panel recommendation to 
refuse the permit which was 
granted by the former Nillumbik 
Council commissioners last year 

EGAG president Jenni Mitch­
ell said she realised the council's 
proposal for the site was still in 
concept form but thought the 
long term vision was "brilliant". 

But Montsalvat Trust chair­
man and EGAG vice president, 
Sigmund Jorgensen, said he 
could not support the use of the 
old war memorial site. 

"I think the concePt is a terrific 
idea but I am very concerned it 
appears to run over on to the area 

between the CFA and the former 
shire office site," Mr Jorgensen 
said. 

"That land contains the old 
war memorial buildini and al­
though I don't find 11 to my 
personal taste, it is still part of the 
history and herit3$e of Eltham 
and I don"t think it 1s propcrforit 
to be demolished." 

Eltham Historical Society 
president Harry Gilham ~id it 
was up to the community to 
decide what sort of buildings 
should exist on the war memorial 
site and he hoped it would be 
retained as a memorial site for 
con:imunity use. 

Jim Connor, who represented 
Eltham Senior Citizens president 
Thelma Barkway durin$ the 
AAT panel hearing, said II was 
important that the needs of the 
existing users of the site, includ­
ing the senior citizens, were ca­
tered for in accessible premises. 

Eltham Pre-school president 
Karen Nelsen said the pre-school 
would continue to operate and it 
~ould have to be incorporated 
into the new proposal along with 
the senior ci1izens and other 

But Nillumbik shire presiden1 
Robert Marshall said the design 
was only a basic concept "to 
show the minister there (was) a 
more appropriate use of the site 
than a Hungry Jack's/Shell de­
velopment" and people should 
not be too concerned about the 
details yet. 

Cr Marshall said any existing 
users of the site, including the 
Eltham Pre-school, "would have 
to be incorporated into any new 
buildings" if the proposal were to 
proceed. 

The council is due to meet with 
Mr Maclellan tomorrow to sub­
mit their alternative proposal. 

Council refuses to do trade with developer 
DALI.AS Price Homes. the com­
pany behind the proposed Hungry 
Jack's-Shell service station devel­
opment in Main Rd. Eltham, of­
fered Nillumbik Council a trade· 
off. 

Managing director Dallas 
Howgate told the D V News last 
week his company had offered to 
buy an existing Shell service sta• 
lion site in Mt Pleasant Rd, El­
tham. from Shell and turn it into a 
community use site incorporating 
an art gallery and associated 
shops . 

"We would lease the site to the 
shire and 1hey could run it as they 
please - it would be their Eltham 

Gateway gallery." Mr Howgate 
said. 

Mr Howgate said the offer was 
not the first compromise his com­
pany had made to the council. 

"The minis1er instructed us to 
compromise and that is what we 
are trying to do," he said. 

Mr Howgate said Dallas Price 
Homes had also offered to close 
the existing Shell service station 
in Mt Pleasant Rd and sell the 
land to the council. 

"Then the council would have 
had a large piece of land freed up 
in the middle of the Eltham Gate­
way for their own use to do with 
as they pleased." 

Mr Howgate said the offer had 
been rejected by the council. 

Instead, the council asked Dal­
las Price Homes to relocate their 
proposed development to the ex­
isting Shell service station site in 
Bridge St. 

sa:~a1ra~~drows~s ca~~f~ it~~ 
been in the correct zoning_ been 
the correct size and in a better 
position it may have been a good 
idea," Mr Howgate said. 

"Their counter-proposal did 
not meet our needs. I guess we will 
have to wait and see what the 
reaction is to the latest proposal." 

Nillumbik Council shire presi-

dent Robert Marshall said the 
council would be happy to meet 
with the developer to discuss the 
proposal. 

However, Cr Marshall said he 
believed the latest proposal "still 
missed the poin1 of the inappro­
priatene~~ of the Hungry Jack's 
development•·. 

'Td like to invite the developer 
to make a positive contribution to 
the ~mmunity by _joining in a 
financial partnership with the 
council to build the facility pro­
posed by the council for the for­
mer Eltham shire office site ... 

- LAETA ANTONYSEN 



Mixed reaction to 
kangaroo culling 

by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

RECENT kangaroo culling in St Andrews 
has concerned neighbors aod Nillumbik 
Council who arc questioning whether or 
not more culling should go ahead. 

The Department or Natural Resources 
and Environment's (DNRE) flora. fauna 
and fisheries co-ordinator. Mark 
Winficd. said two wildlife destruction 
permits had been granted to cull 40 kan­
garoos on one property and 20 kangaroos 
on another in St Andrews. 

Mr Winfield said both properties were 
close to the King lake National Park. 

The lhree-monlh permits were based 
on the sighting or more than 200 kanga­
roos in those areas. he said. 

But many residents. who were not 
direct neighbors. have eitprcssed anger at 
not receiving prior notification or the 
cullings. 

Neigboriog property owner, Rae 
Bateman. said she was horrified to hear 
gun shots about 9.30pm on Tuesday, 
August 26. 

Ms Bateman said she had been quite 
frightened and had rung the police to 
notify them. 

'"It was not until the ned day while I 
was out walking that I noticed dead 
kangaroos on a neighboring propeny." 
Ms Bateman said. 

Ms Bateman said she was also upset 
that the animals were shot so close to a 
national park. 

She said the cullings were unnecessary 

and that kangaroos were not a problem in 
the area. 

But St Andrews winegrower, Neil Rob­
erts, who has a permit to cull 20 kanga­
roos on his property, said it was the first 
ti me he had culled kangaroos. 

Mr Roberts said his direct neighbors 
and the police had been notified of the 
cull in accordance with the permit. 

The kangaroo culling had been neces­
sary in order to stop "funher commercial 
damage", he said. 

.. We've been growing wine grapes com­
mercially for 17 years and we have never 
engaged in kangaroo culling in that peri­
od," Mr Roberts said. 

"I'm sympathetic to the conservation 
element. We do this with the greatest of 
regret and the greatest element of care." 

At last week's council meeting, Cr John 
Graves moved the motion that the coun­
cil was "concerned .. at the culling of 
kangaroos in Nillumbik Shire. 

Cr Graves said the council should be 
advised or the DNRE's policy on the 
issuing of permits and that the council 
and all neighboring properties should be 
advised when any permits were issued. 

But Cr Jennings, who voted against the 
motion. said Cr Grave's motion was "not 
strong enough". 

''I'm appalled at the fact that we're just 
'concerned' to the culling of kangaroos," 
Cr Jennings said. 

"We've set ourselves up asa conserva­
tion shire. We're not just concerned; ifs 
an absolute disgrace." 

Traders voice their concerns 
ABOUT 40 retailers attended a public respond to the fair trading inquiry recom­
forum in Ivanhoe to discuss the issues mendations at the next sitting of Parlia-
facrng small businesses last week. ment later this month. 

The forum was organised by Jagajaga These recommendations included 
MP Jenny Macklin and attended by trad- drafting a national re-tail tenancy ccxle 

~~~~rth~~~t~l~~m~~~~,r'!!n!~de Practices Act to 

HEALTHY Lifestyle i 

SKIN and ACNE TREATMENT - SPOT ON A re you one of the many people who 
hos unsuccessfully tried every cream, 
pHI, potion md soap to get rid of ocne 

md skin erupffons? 
If so you will be glad to hear that health 

stores around Australia have been 
successfully combating teenagers' skin 
problems with a remarkable skin treatment, 
produced by Martin & Pleasance, the 
homoeopathic company which has 
specialised in natural medicines since 1855. 

·1t is really making o difference to 
peoples' skin and their lives: says Jone 
Carroll, manager. ·we hove hod many 
~~~e-r':~ Austral~ wide. My sons bo~ 

could be given without Ill effect their 
greatest benefit Is when token individually 
as often as necessary. They also drink plenty 
of water. wash their face in clear glycerin 
soap and use Martin & Pleasonce Tea Tree 
Herbal Cream on the spots. Tea Tree herbal 
cream acts as an antiseptic and removes 
bacteria lodged in pores.# 

The results have been outstanding, not 
only for acne, but other skin complaints in 
both humans and animals. From dogs 
cannibalizing themselves with eczema, 
Combination D cleared the skin within 10 
days. One lady in Blackburn reportP.rl thnt 
for the first time in twP.ntu vor,r1; , 



Gateway plan review 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

THE State Government has appointed a 
second advisory committee to consider 
the future of the former Eltham Shire 
office site in Main Rd. 

The one-man panel. consisting of P~ul 
Jerome. was given one_ week to "consid­
er the merits" of the N1llumb1k Council­
-sponsored Eltham Gateway Communi­
ty Precinct Concept Plan. Mr Jero~e 
was due to repon back to Planning 
Minister. Rob Maclellan. by 4pm yestcr• 
day (Tuesday). 

In September the council presented 
concept plans for a new communit>· 
centre with a focus on arts. crafts and the 

youth to Mr Maclellan as an alternativ, 
use of the site 

Plans to build a 24-hour Shell petrol 
station and Hungry Jack's on the site 
have caused controversy since October 
last year when the form1;r commission­
ers approved the mulll-million-dollar 
development. 

Mr Maclellan app<>inted the first inde­
pendent advisory committee last No­
vember to ronsider the original develop­
ment proposal after several residents 
appealed to the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal. 

The battle intensified in March when 
the newly elected sh(re president Robert 
Marshall and councillors Margaret Jen-

ningsand John Graves voted to mount a 
legal case to overturn the commission­
ers· decision. 

The first panel recommended the orig­
inal prop<>sal be refused because pans of 
the development were .. unacceptable 
uses .. of the land. 

Instead. it recommended the land be 
rezoned for public purpose and remain 
in the community·s ownership 

The second advisory committee's 
terms of reference were to "compare and 
contrast planning merits of both propos­
als with panicular regard for net com­
munity benefit ... 

The advisory commi11ee was told it 

should inform itself"in any way it sees 
fit ... but .. consult .. with the council 

Prop<>sed community centre develop­
er. Dallas Price Homes managing direc­
tor Dallas Howgate. said he was pleased 
the minister had app<>inte<I a second 
panel because "it sho~ there is obvious­
ly some doubt in people·s minds .. as to 
the first panel's decision 

Eltham Gateway Action Group presi­
dent, Jenni Mitchell. said she was "dis­
gusted .. that the advisory committee 
could pick and choose who it wanted to 
speak to. 

An extended contract between the 
council and Dallas Pnce Homes is due 
to expire next week. 

□ BRIEFS 
2 

Aged care ! 
A NEW 54 million aged Z 
care hostel in Bundoora O 
will hold open days on 'j; 
October 26 and 27 before I= 
11 1s officially opened m ~ 

Nt'ijl~~~ria. situated on ~ 
the existing Villa Madon- ~ 
na campus. will comprise v, 

~i1n:S~:leinht~~-~:~~~ ~ 
~'l~:~=?e~em livmg for t 

ln_qu1nes: Manager ,-,> 
Christine Delany on p..) 

9467 8011 

Child health ~ 
BANYULE Council will 'I 
launch its new maternal 
and child health initia­
tiv~ Ihu.(1(!av. 



Top planner calls for 
rethink on office site 
by JODIE GUEST 

A PROMINENT Nill­
umbik resident has spo­
ken out against the pro­
posed development on 
the former Eltham Shire 
officessi1e. 

Architect and town 
planner John Piuey, who 
is also a Banyule Council 
commissioner, last week 
hit out at the approval of 
a petrol station. fast food 
restaurant and conve­
nience store on the Main 
Rd site. 

The development was 
approved amid contro­
versy on October 9 after 
the council's special plan­
ning committee, which 
includes three communi­
ty members. was prevent­
ed from voting on 1he 
proposal. It was later 
approved by commis­
sioners alone (DV Nc'l'l·x. 
October 16). 

Mr Pizzey stressed that 
he was speaking as an 
El1ham resident of 30 
years. rather than as a 
commissioner in a neigh-

John Pizzey: "Think 
again." 

boring municipality. He 
also emphasised that he 
was not apportioning 
blame over the matter. 
but wanted a better out­
come for Eltham 1han the 
present proposal. 

He called on Nillumbik 
Council and the site de­
veloper to ''take a step 
back and enter into real 
consultation with the 
community·. 

Mr Piz:zey said there 
was still great opportunity 

to formulate alternative 
plans for the site of the 
former shire offices. 

"I think we can do bet­
ter.'' he said. "The shop­
ping centre has struggled 
for years. The context of 
the building will do little, 
if anything_ to give a sense 
of entry to the Eltham 
shopping centre. Petrol 
stations come and go. 
They're not absolutely es­
sential." 

Mr Piuey said that 
while the Eltham shop­
ping centre had "not 
refleeted the aspirations 
of many people" with low 
amenity and visual pollu­
tion, the proposed plans 
would be additionally 
detrimental. 

"The proposal is less 
than satisfactory in a 
numberofways," he said. 

"The vision of Alistair 
Knox and others will be 
substantially reduced if 
this development goes 
ahead." 

He said the vista look­
ing north from Bridge St 
was at present nothing 

but park. The proposed 
development would "do 
nothing but interrupt the 
view, predominate the 
park and overshadow the 
library and Shillinglaw 
Cottage". 

Mr Pizzey said he was 
not opposed to develop­
ment on the site but 
believed a more sensitive 
plan was needed. 

be~:~~ ,i: s!y~~~~hii~. ~~~ 
if the applicant and the 
council take a step back, 
slow the procedure down 
and enter into real consul­
tation with the communi­
ty, they'll turn the passion 
of the people opposing 
the development into a 
more positive outcome 
forEltham." 

He said a development 
with "more landscaping, 
a timber or brick ap­
proach ... a gentler facili­
ty" would be more suit­
able for the site. 

Mr Pizzey said he felt 
compelled to speak out 
because Eltham deserved 
better. 



. ,-,,. _ _,_. d 
In limbo; Opposition leader John Brumby and Nillumbik shire president Robert Marshall at the Eltham Gateway site. Pic:ru~- JO PATTERSON 

Opposition offers help on planning 
by JAMIE DUNCAN station and _Hungry Jack's develop­

ment is an inappropriate use of the 
THE State Opposition has pledged to site, the Minister has still not made a 
assist communities to fight conten- decision on the issue. 
tious planning decisions under an "'It's time Mr Maclellan listened to 
initiative launched at the Eltham the local council and residents and 
Gateway site last week. moved to end the uncertainty sur• 

Opposition leader John Brumby rounding this project." 
toldtheNeiutheShell/HungryJack's Under the new initiative, opposi­
development proposed for the El- tion backbenchers with experience in 
tham Gateway was one of the prime planning or local government will 
reasons for setting up the new plan. form a commitlee to liaise with resi-

·•vour living environment here is dents, councils and interest groups to 
so important ... we don't want peo- investigate controversial planning 
pie to think that Eltham is unsympa- matters across the state. 
thctic and insensitive when it comes The appropriateness of dual occu-
to development." Mr Brumby said. pancy and medium density housing, 

"We don·t want people to think high rise developments, heritage is­
Eltham is built around a Hungry sues and "interference" in planning 
Jack's fast food outlet and petrol disputes by Planning and Local Gov­
station. crnment minister Rob Maclellan will 

'Despite two panel TC!X)rts which be examined. 
clearly SIIIIJ8illib;,llaa~,~.'°"1'"'}1&"1 Brumby said the rise of dual 

:~:i:::a:z:~~c~c~;u~t?~!tfriir~ 
had affected the character of some 
suburbs. 

"The Govcmmcn1 has got the bal­
ance wrong here. This week I've heard 
the issue (of dual occupancy or medi­
um density housing) brought up again 
and again - planning was discussed 
in the council today and planning 
comes to the fore time and time 
again." he said. 

"Nillumbik is at the cutting edge of 
this debate because this is where we 
sec mrn;t graphically quality of life 
will be affected. The Shire of 
Nillumbik is much different to other 
councils because of its quality of life 
and its position in the green wedge." 

The opposition leader also accused 
~r Ma_clellan of setting him~lfup as 
Judge, Jury and appeal court m many 
controvenial planning decisions. 

"Mr Maclellan has made an art 
form of meddling in local planning 
issues by penon~ll_y calling in nearly 
100 planning dec1s1ons," he said. 

But a spokesman for Mr Maclellan 
said the Minister had intervened in 
1_00 of the 8000 major planning deci­
sions made across Victoria in the last 
live ycan. "That's a very small per­
centage." he said. 

The spokesman said the op!X)sition 
planning policy required Mr Brumby, 
planning spokesman Demetri Dollis 
and three backbenchers to tackle the 
portfolio handled solely by Mr 
Maclellan in government. 

He said Labor should become more 
fully aware of the processes and pro­
cedures of planning issues rather than 
making a few quick comments which 
added nothing to the debate. 
• For more stories on the shadow 
aibinet tisit. 5tt Page 23. 



ELTHAJ\f DISTRICT 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

INCORPORATED 

PO Box 137 ELTHAJ\f VIC 3095 

15 November 1997 

Mr B Rochford 
Chief Executive Officer 
Nillumbik Shire Council 
PO Box476 
GREENSBOROUGH VIC 3088 

Dear Mr Rochford 

re Fonner Eltham Shire Office Site 
895 Main Road Eltham 

We have noted that the contract of sale of this site has been rescinded and that the future of the site 
appears now to be in the hands of the Council. We are concerned for the health of the three cypress 
trees on the site known as the "Shillinglaw Trees". We request that the Council take action to maintain 
these important trees particularly during the summer months. 

We have discussed this matter with arborist Nick Archer of A & R Tree Surgeons. As well as regular 
watering of the trees, he has suggested the following actions to keep the root zone of the trees cooler: 

• Break out asphalt over the eastern part of the root zone 
• Build retaining structure round western part of the root zone and fill up to car park level ,vith 

wood chips or similar mulch material. 

We would be grateful if you are able to carry out these works to ensure the survival of the trees pending 
resolution of the future of the site. If for some reason the Council is unable to do this, we request that 
you contact us as a matter of urgency. We are willing to discuss the use of volunteer labour arranged 
by the Society for some of the work involved. 

Yours faithfully 

'"& Secretary 

Copies Cr R Marshall, Shire President; Cr J Graves; Cr M Jennings 

Eltham Distoc\Hst0<icalSociety{elthamhlstory.0<g.au) 



Puzzlement over delay on office site 
1C/(///q7 

PLANNING and Local Govem­
m en t Minister Robert 
Maclctlan'ssilencconthefuture 
of the former Eltham Shire 
officesiteinMainRd,hasbcwil­
dered the Eltham Gateway 
Action Group (EGAG). 

Duri11$,a mrn1sterial visit to 
Nillumb1k Shire four weeks ago, 
MrMaclellantoldresidentsata 

packed public meeting that they 
could e~pect a decision on the 
controversial site "within a 
fortnight". 

MrMaclellanwasreferringto 
theproposalfora24-hourShell-

~~~ftI ,t~~k~~ ~:d~1-~tled"ln?.~ 
EGAG vice-president. 

Sigmund Jorgensen. said he was 

in "complete bewilderment" as 
to why Mr Maclellan had been 
so reticent on the issue because 
it had been on his desk for 
months. 

Since Mr Maclellan called in 
thematterfromtheAdministra­
tiv e Appeals Tribunal in 
November last year, he has 
appointed two independent 

advisory committees 10 consider 
the proposed multi-million-dol­
lar development. 

Both panels have returned 
recommendations to the minis­
ter to refuse the permit. 

One panel has also recom­
mended that Mr Maclellan con­
sider a fresh proposal, pu1 for­
ward by Nillumbik Council, for 

acommunitycentrewithafocus 
on arts,craftsand youth. 

Late last week a spokesman 
for the minister, Jason Laird, 
said the matter was still under 
consideration. 

He said hewasunabletosug­
gest a date when the decision 
couldbeupected. 

- LAETA ANTONYSEN 

potcntrannects 01 a o~ 1 
onsmallbusiness,hesaid. 

Plan forum 
A MEETING for Wattle 
wardresidentswillbcheld 
in Eltham tonight to dis­
cuss Nillumbik Council's 
draft Corporate Plan. 

The plan outlines the 
council"s priorities over 
the next three years. 

Themcetingwillsi.artat 
7pm at the ElthamCom­
munity and Reception 
Centre in Main Rd 



Developer pulls out ~i~~~1!!'~:~~~~:;j 
~----=-------===-~---= mation hotline on< by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

THE developer of a contro­
versial 24-hour Shell/1-lungry 
Jacks centre withdrew from a 
contract of sale with Nillumbik 
Council last week, ending an 
18-month battle by Eltham n:si­
dents to stop the. -proposal. 

Dalfas Price Homes' solici­
tors notified the council of the 
decision at 5pm last Wednesday 
- pre-empting by three hours, 
the council's decision to an­
nounce its withdrawal from the 
contract. 

A contract of sale between 
Nillumbik Council and Dallas 
Price Homes expired on 
November 28 and was not 
renewed by either side. 

The contract had previously 
been extended twice to allow 
Planning and Local Govern­
ment Minister Rubert Maclellan 
more time to make a final 
decision. 

The developer's decision to 
rescind the contract and revert 
the Main Rd land to Nillurnhik 
Shire's ownership was an­
nounced by shire president 

~;11~:l t;!:;/i:~l- at laSt week's End in sight: The former Eltham Shire Office site goes back to the Nil/umbik Council. Picture: LAWRENCE PINDER. 

Cr Man;hall said the The council would also have Mr Howgate sald the minister development would occur on Shire, unless the minister were 
developer's withdrawal from to return to the developer a had never refused the proposed the shire office site m-:xt year. to compulsorily acquire the 
the $1.1 million contract would $50,000 deposit for the land that Hungry Jacks/Shell develop- Cr Marshall said he hoped the site,'' Cr Marshall sald. 
not affect 1he council's financial had been kept in a trust account ment as a use for that site. minister would respect the fact He was also concerned the 
operations. since last year. "Technically the minister that Nillumbik Council, on be- land "could be taken out of the 

But he warned that the rate- But property developer can't approve it (the develop- half of the residents, was once hands of the council" by the 
payers would have to pay Dallas Howgate told the DV mem) now because we don't again the legal owner of the site. minister for another use such as 
$58,()(X) to the developer for the News the matter was '·not have control of the land, but he ''Therefore, a development a police station. 
demolition of the site's former over" just because the contract has other alternatives," Mr could only occur on the site with The Minister was not avai!-
Eltham Shire offices last year. had been rescinded. Huwgate said. He predicted a the approval of Nillumbik able for comment. 

Council uproar over officers 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

THE serious rift Iha! has devel­
oped between Nillumbik 
Shire's councillon; and council 
officers deepened at !ast wcck·s 
council meeting when shire 
president Cr Robert Man;hall 
refused to express '·total confi­
dence" in the staff 

The council's chief executive 
officer, Barry Rochford, said Cr 
Marshall's refusaJ to reassure 
the staff had ''done nothing to 
help matters ... 

Last week's council meeting 
was one most councillors would 

Shire president Robert probably prefer to forget as 
Marshall: not coefi®flloisuict t·listtlll~SQ!\l,b~({e1JJUlmllitr;1(fi"\('<l,lWlilllJ 

questioned their level of confi- Mr Rochford said it was "diffi­
dence in the council staff and cult to sec where a resolution 
demanded to know what the could lie'' afterCrMar,;hall had 
councillors had done to reassure refused publicly to support the 
staff. staff. 

In an attempt to calm the Despite Cr Marshall's "slap 
situation, Cr Marshall said the in the face", Mr Rochford said 
council was "working through his focus was "with the troops" 
the problems" that had "got and he was glad the issue was 
into the paper" . out in the open. 

But Cr Marshall refused to "Whilst the leaking of the 
answer further 4uestiom as to documents is an absolute act of 
whether he and the other four treachery, the positives of the 
counci!lo~ had total confidence action are that the matter is now 
in the staff, choosing to say only out in the open and there have 
that he thought every councillor been hundreds of calls of sup­
had ''confidence in the organis- port for the staff from the 1!111:.....;.=_...,..,r..._.-"J 
ation''. community.' Mr Rochford 

Speaking after the meeting, said. 
CEO Barry Rochford: glad 
the issue is out in the open. 

noxious weeds and how ~ 
to remove them. m 

The move was -< 
prompted by residents· ~ 
concerns over the in- ~ 
crease of Paterson's v, 

c~:~:;c:1;~:~:~iine on f 
~!~\:~ter tanks t 
THREE new 125,t)()O. Q 
litre water tanks hu•e ~ 
hct!n installed in remote -o 
areas of Nillumbik to :S 
help firefighters. 

Two of the biggest in 
the shire, have been lo­
cated at Christmas Hills 
and one at North War­
randyte 

Nillumbik Council's 
emergency managemt!nt 
officer, Norm Golgerth, 
said the tanks would 
greatly assist the CF A, 

Class action 
THE Inaugural Junior 
Nillumhik Council meet­
ing was held last week 
with students from four 
schools. 

The studt!nls studied 
local government, met 
Cr Jennings and Cr 
Woodley, were taught 
council protocols and re­
searched local issues. 

They debated the Dia­
mond Valley Shopping 
Centre, cleaning up the 
Diamond creek and 
youth programs at 
Eltham. 

Hillclimb success 
_THE sixth annual Roh 
Roy Hillclimb attracted 
more than 7000 spec­
tators last week, includ­
ing racing champion 
Peter Brock. 

Race winner I..eo 
Bates recorded the 
fastest time of the day of 
22 seconds in his Lobito. 

Auction night 
THE EL THAM Cham­
ber of Commerce raised 
more than $1700 for the 
bone marrow registry at 
its annual auction of 
goods last week. 

Chamber president 
Norm Williams said the 
auction was a regular 
feature of its annual 
general meeting. 

All goods auctioned 
on the night were do­
nated by Chamber of 
Commerce members, 



; ITT.i ... ~,L~IG~Hi'iTri;E~C~BlLLDINHDiiS~ 
ci SUPER SPECIALS 

• Timber Venetians Verticals 
Hollands • Venetian Blinds 

• Canvas Awnings 

CURTAINS 
STATE OF THE ART ULTRASONIC 

VENETIAN BLIND CLEANING 

9431 2889 
QUALITY SHOP AT HOME SERVICE 

VOLUNTEERS WITH A DIFFERENCE 
"RETAILING" 

If you have wo,ked in a shop "We Need You". 
"Yes" The Austin & Repatriation Medical Centre requires volunteers 

on a "roster" basis to work in our Medical Centre shops, on either 
the Austin or Repatriation Campuses. 

So, pick up the phone NOW and ring Rod, Retail Manager, 
to arrange an interview. 

Who knows where it will lead to!! 

9496 5988 or 9496 3989 

HUGE JJmJNTS! 
HUGE SAVINGS! 

HUGE DISCOUN1S! 
HUGE SAVINGS! 

Christmas Sale! 
DON'T BUY UNTIL YOU'VE SEEN US OR YOU ARE PAYING TOO MUCH! 

Final victory 
JENNI Mitchell resigned r,,-,---------.... ,.,,.. 
aspresidentoftheEltham 
Gateway Action Group 
(EGAG) last week after it 
was announced Dallas 
Price Homes had pulled 
out of a contract of sale 
for the former Eltham 
Shire office site. 

Ms Mitchell said she 
was ··absolutely thrilled .. 
that the Main Rd. Eltham, 
land had been returned to 
the ownership of 
Nillumbik Council. Ms 
Mitchell said she had 
helped form EGAG be­
cause she was concerned 
an '•inappropriate devel­
opmen1··, such as the 
Dallas Price Homes· 
Shell/Hungry Jacks pro­
posal, would ruin Eltham. 

··1f other people want 
to continue the group that 
is good but now I can ...,..._ .... _..., 
breathe a sigh of Resigned: Former EGAG president Jenni Mitchell. 
relief ... ,·'she said 

Ms Mitchell said she 

;a~~df~n~~11~~~t~~ot~s~ ful·'~~;~:~~e t~i; 1:~s~d:~ 
tation on the future of the member the community 
site if invited. has still been deprived of 

EGAG vice-president, 
Sigmund Jorgensen, said 
he was also happy with 
the outcome although he 
would be asking for an 
inquiry into last year's 
demolition of the former 
El{ham shire office 

an asset worth about $1 
million,"' he said. 

Jim Connor, speaking 
for Eltham Senior Citi­
zens president Thelma 
Barkway who had ap­
pealed to the AAT against 
the proposal said she was 

very pleased with the re­
sult. 

Mr Connor said the 
challenge now would be 
to achieve a viable 
community-based devel­
opment for the site which 
would complement the 
Eltham Gateway and town 

- LAETA ANTONYSEN 

Job seekers lose 
local CES office 
GREENSBOROUGH'S 
CES has closed with job 
placement services con­
tracted to private employ­
ment agencies. 

The Federal govern­
ment has scrapped the 
CES in favor of 'Employ­
ment National' whieh will 
provide $16.2 million 
funding for private 
agenciesoverthenex.tfive 
months. 

The changes are transi­
tional. with a fully 
eorporatised 'Employ­
ment National' being 
introduced on May I 1998 
10 compete with private 
employment agencies. 

Greensborough's Skill 

Seekers Inc has been con­
tracted for $48.750 to 
provide 195 jobs in the 
area by May I. 1998. 

Skill Seeker·s CEO 
Nicholas West said the 
CES transition would 
have little affect on 
Greensborough's CES cli­
ents. 

.. The Greensborough 
CES has shut down 
technically, but the new 
Centrelink system is still 
in the same building."" he 
said. 

"Private agencies now 
list job vacancies on 
Centrelinkbutclientsstill 
access the service for 
free." 

The Federal Minister 
for Employment, Dr Dav­
id Kemp. said the first 
s1ageofthe govemmem·s 
overhaul of employment 
service~ would see up to 
65,000 unemployed 
people placed in jobs by 
300 private agencies. 

But Jaga Jaga MP 
Jenny Macklin has 
blamed the closure of the 
CES for increasing unem­
ployment in the area. 

'"Abolishing the CES 
will not create one new 
job, in fact it will add to 
the queues, .. she said. 

"Nationally, 3500 jobs 
will be lost ... 

- TRACEY REEVE 



Asset of pride 
AFTER two ycan; of 
struggle and debate over 

the sale of the old Eltham 
Shire offices, we appear to 
have won, as Minister 
Maclellan has allowed the 
time for the granting of a 
building permit to lapse. 

The community and its 
elected council are now 
faced with the problem as 
to what should now hap­
pen with the site and 
whether some sort of in­
quiry, judicial or other­
wise, should be held to 
find out why the sale was 
handled in the way it was. 

Whyajudicial inquiry'! 
Well it docs appear that 
misleading information 
was leaked to the press in 
regard to the sale and the 
contents of the building. 
This could well have af­
fected the sale price and 
the future use of the 
building by purchasers. 

The question must be 
answered as to why were 
the old municipal offices 
demolished before the 
planning and building per­
mits were finalised. 

On the council's own 
valuations, the building 
alone was worth around 
$ I million, which was of 
course, lost once the 
building was demolished. 

Also who is responsible 
for the $70.000 spent to 
demolish this assel? 

Who is responsible for 

this monumental mess, 
and who ultimately has lo 
bear the costs? 

The Kennet! Govern­
ment has made much of a 
policy that councils and 
officers will be held re­
sponsible for any de­
cisions that they make, 
and that individual coun­
cillors can be sued for 
dereliction of duty. 

If this is the now ac­
cep1ed philosophy, 1hen it 
is time for those who were 
responsible for the de­
cisions on the municipal 
si1e to come forward 10 
accept lhe responsibili1y. 

The Nillumbik Council 
must immediately form an 
advisory commiuee 10 
ponder on the above and 
also on the future develop­
ment of the site. 

Please let us not squan­
der !his golden oppor­
tunity. 

Let us create for the 
Nillumbik Shire a build­
ing that is accepted and 
available to the commu­
nity, that is user-friendly, 
and !hat makes a strong 
architectural statement 
about what Ellham and 
Nillumbik stand for. 

Sigmund JoraellSffl. 
Hlllcnst A venue, 

Eltham. 



Shell shocked as Eltham planning protest is upheld 
By GABRIELLE COSTA, 
local government reporter 

Shell Australia's plan for a 
$4 million fast-food and petrol 
outlet in Eltham has been re­
jeck.d by a State Government­
appvintcd advisory committee. 

Ms Jenni Mitchell, president 
of the Eltham Gateway Action 
Group, said the committee's 
report was a victory, and she 
urged the Government to 
respect its findings. 

The Minister for Planning and 
Local Government, Mr Rob 
~aclellan, appointed the com-

mittee. He will now make a 
recommendation to the Gover­
nor-in-Council, the body 
responsible for the final deci­
sion. 

Nillumbik's shire president, 
Mr Hobert Marshall, said the 
panel report "loudly con­
demned" the Hungry Jacks 
store and petrol station on the 
former shire offices site. The 
buildings were demolished after 
a pennit was granted by com­
missioners, which Mr Marshall 
said was an "atrocious" deci­
sion. 

He said the shire, when elect­
ed representatives were 
returned in March, had over­
turned permits granted by com­
missioners. He said 1he report 
clearly indicated the values 

of the people of Eltham. 
In its recommendations, the 

committee headed by a Mel­
bourne architect, Professor 
Dimity Reed, said a develop­
ment of the type and scale pro­
posed was totally inappropriate. 

"Eltham holds a special place 
in the social and artistic history 
of Melbourne, which must 
never he lost," she said. The 
committee's report said this was 
the strongest argument it heard; 
it said the land should be set 
aside for community use. 

Ms Mitchell, an artist, said the 
cummunityhad endured a year-

long battle. The ac1ion group 
believes the design of the build­
ing would detract from sur­
rounding facilities such as an 
award-winning mudbrick lib­
rary, next door in Main Road. 

She said people came IO 
Eltham, a cultural centre on 
Melbourne's north-eastern out­
skirts, to experience something 
different. "It is out of context 
with the E!tham ethos. One of 
the main things is, when people 
drive into Eltham wha1 are they 
going to see? Whatever they just 
left." 

She said the group did not 

object to fast-food stores and 
large developments per se -
she said this one would mea­
sure 800 square metres - but 
felt one on that site would 
undermine the town's appeal. 

A spokeswoman for Shell 
Australia said yesterday the 
company was disappointed by 
the panel's recommendation 
and would await the verdict of 
the Government. The develop­
ers can pull out of the sale -
which was conditional - if a 
permit is not granted by the end 
of next month. 

"An enormous effort was put 

into the desi&'Il and character o 
the facility - it is not a typical 
service station," the spokes 
woman said. 

"Community consultation 
was extensive and a prepared­
ness to compromise and negoti­
ate was demonstrated in inter­
action with neighbors and local 
residents." 

But, said the report: "Sadly, 
some of the advantages attrib­
uted to lhis design move into 
the realm of being offensive ... " 

A spokesman for Mr Mac­
lellan said there was no time 
frame on a final decision. 



Minister 'no' to plan ll~i=hll@ 
0 

Electoral roll update ~ 
A TEAM of 23 people will be employed O 
by the Australian Electoral Commission a 
to visit homes in McEwen to update the < 
electoral roll. > 1y LAETA ANTONYSEN 

'LANNING and Local Government 
,1inister Rob Maclellan has rejected 

proposal to develop the former 
iltha.m Shire office site in Main Rd 
or commercial use. 

Mr Maclellan's recommendation 
) the Governor-in-Council comes 15 
1onths after he first called the 
roposal in from the Administrative 
~ppeals Tribunal (AAT). 

His decision also comes three 

months after the developer of· the two separate advisory committees, 
proposed 24-hour Shell petrol station appointed by the Government, which 
and Hungry Jacks, Dallas Price recommended the proposal be re­
Homes, withdrew from a contract of jected and that any activities on the 
sale with Nillumbik Council. land should be of a community 

But Mr Maclel!:m has retained his nature. 
role as the sole planning authority for Nillumbik Council shire president, 
the controversial site, despite the Robert Marshall, and Eltbam Gate­
land returning to the council's own- way Action Group president, 
ership in December. Sigmund Jorgensen, congratulated 

Mr Maclellan's decision to mm the minister on his decision. 
down the commercial development is But Cr Marshall said he hoped the 
in line with recommendations from minister would take into account the 

needs of the community when he 
ruled on the future developmem of 
the site. 

''The community owns the land 
via the local council, therefore, it 
should be the community that makes 
the decision on what goes on the 
site," he said. 

Divisional returning officer Robert ~ 
Berglund said the move was an effort to -< 
catch up with people who were unaware ~ 
they needed to update the roll if they ~ 
changed address. u, 

He said those who had not enrolled ;;' 
did not i:ieed to worry - !hey could enrol 2 
to vote on the spot 1f an electoral o 
commission representative called at their 
door. In rural areas. the update will be = 
conducted by mail. ~ 

Dallas Price Homes· property 
developer, Dallas Howgate, could 
not be contacted before DV News 
went to press. The last review in McEwen, conduc- -o 

ted in 1995, yielded 4600 changes to the ~ 
~ -----n-,-,.,!.i.ii:.ti.""71 electoral roll. 



Land review 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN 

NJLLUMBIK Cuunr:il 
will press on with its bid 
10 develop a community 
facility on the former 
Ellham Shire otfo.:c site. 
despite the Minister for 
Local Government and 
Planning, Rub Madcllan . 
having the final say on 
what goes on the site. 

AL the ~-ounci\'s last 

earmarked in next year's 
budget, but Cr Marshall 
said the council would 
need to discuss whether it 
was an .ippropna1c 
amount before the budget 
was finalised. Speaking 
after !he meeting, Cr 
Marshall said the council 
.ind the rnmmunity h.id 
the right to decide what 
should go on the land. 

council had not received 
any advice from the min­
ister as to what he con­
sidered appropriate for the 
site. But,hesaid, inreje-:t­
ing the Shell application 
1he minister had upheld 
rernrnmendations that any 
activities on the land 
should be of a community 
nature. 

meeting, shire president --- - ---­
Roben Marshall and 
rnuncillorsMargJennings 
and John Graves voted by 
majority toe.stablish an j 
advisory commmee to 
examine preferred uses 
for 1he site. 

The committee, com­
prising five community 1 
members and 1hc three 
councillors. will review 
sketch plans previously 
prepared byloc.il iln.:hitect 
Greg Burgess as a pro­
posed option for the site. 

The committee will 
hold public meetings, re­
ceive submissions from 
residents, seek cxpcn ad­
vice on design, mix of 
uses. finanl·ial feasibility 
and other relevant matters, 
and explore avenues of 
funding 

The council referred 
$10.()00 to its 1998-99 
estimates budget for con­
sultant advice on the 
issues 

The ownership or the 
land was handed back to 
the council in December 
when the proposed 
developer of a 24-hour 
Shell petrol ~talion and 
Hungry Jack's withdrew 
from a contract of sale 
with the council. 

But the council was 
kept on tenterhooks until 
February when Mr 
Maclellan formally re­
jcl:ted the proposal. one 
month after he had ap­
pointed himself the sok 
planning authority for the 
site. 

Despite the minister's 
intervention. Cr Marg 
Jennings, who moved the 
motion, said iL was time 
the site was made usable 
for residents. 

But councillors Natalie 
Woodley and Lex de Man, 
who opposed the resol­
ution. said it was a waste 
of ratepayers' money to 
do anything when it was 
in the minister's hands 

Cr de Man also ques-
tioned the $ 10.0{BlllJ,tin, bistrict His!micul Society (elthumhistory.org.uu) 



Bid to move shire 
offices to new site 
by LAETA ANTONYSEN held at the Diamond Creek Com- we are seizing an opportunity," she 

munity Centre to discuss the poss- said. 
NILLUMBIK Council will hold a ible relocation of the shire offices 
public meeting in August to discuss 
the possibility of relocating the 
shire offices from Greensborough 
to a "more appropriate location". 

At last week's council meeting 
the councillors unanimously re­
jected an officer's recommendation 
that the shire offices and library 
remain at Civic Drive, Greensbo­
rough. for at least the next 15 years. 

They also voted against a rec­
ommendation to retain the land 
surrounding the shire offices and 
library as public open space. 

Instead, a public meeting will be 

and provision of some additional 
council service centres. 

The decision follows previous 
suggestions by the shire president 
Robert Marshall tha1 the shire 
offices be relocated to a more 
central part of the shire such as 
Hurstbridge or Diamond Creek (DV 
News, June 3). 

Cr Marg Jennings, who moved 
the motion, said she thought ii was 
important the council and commu­
nity discussed the proposal. 

"It may be that it is discounted 
by the community or it could be that 

Shire president Robert Marshall 
dispuled a council report which 
Indicated it would cost around $8 
million to relocate the offices. 

''It depends on many factors as t 
what the cost would be," 
Marshall said. 

But CEO Barry Rochford said 
council could not expect more th 
$2 million for the sale of the curren 
site and he stocxl by the cost 
relocation as indicated in the report 



What about us? 
l■ =i■l3;f 
taken away. but what does that tell 
us? That conditions for Aboriginal 
children living in their communities 
were so appallingly lacking that 
they were better off being taken 
away to live in homes with no 
family? This is not 200--year-old 
history - these people are alive 

OOPS! Minister Maclellan. your 
credibility gap is showing. You say 
that you launched a planning pack­
age that "gives councils and the 
community greater say (and) also 
encourages greater involvement arid 
accountability?" (DVN, May 13). 
Well. Nillumbik Council tried to 
become involved and be account­
able for the old shire office site on 
Main Rd. Eltham. The council 
commissioned Greg Burges, the 
architect for the Eltham library, to 
design a regional art gallery, cafe, 
wine bar, anist studios and an 
arthouse cinema for the site. But. 
for reasons known only to himself. 
Minister Maclellan decided to ig­
nore the council's innovative plan 
and declare himself the sole auth­
ority for thal community-owned 
site. Now Mr Maclellan alone will 
decide what he considers best for us 
to have on our site, in our shire. 

~~: t~~~11,:!:tr ::zzs- :en~'::: '----=--=--
breaking. I'm sorry. an issue of acknowledging the past 

Does Minister Maclellan con­
sider the 55,000 residents of Nil­
lumbik incapable of making intelli­
gent infonned choices? His actions 
speak louder than his words and 
seem to indicate that he doubts the 
community's capabilities. I wonder 
how Eltham managed to become 
renowned as a centre for eanh 
buildings, native gardens, arts and 
culture without Minister 
Maclellan's guiding hand? Or is 
that heavy hand? 

Gayle Blackwood, 
Main Rd, 

Eltham. 

Sad and sorry 

P. Reynolds, 
Proctor St, 

St Andrews. 

Offensive language 
I AM writing in response to two 
letters that were published on June 
3 regarding the Nillumbik Shire's 
apology 10 Aboriginal people. 

It never ceases to amaze me that 
people who are uneducated aboul 
Aboriginal issues have such strong 
and unfounded opinions. I am 
offended by the type of language 
used in the letters: ''some past 
Aboriginal group", ••for what the 
Europeans were supposed to have 
done to a group of people some 200 
years ago", and ··supposed past ill 
treatment of Aboriginals in the 
area". 

This type of language objectifies 
Aboriginal people and confines 
them to the past. Aboriginal people 
were murdered, raped, dispossessed 
and up until as late as the 1970s, 
children were stolen from their 
families. Their suffering still con­
tinues. These are the facts. 

LAST week, the father of a good ··we must be one nation, under 
friend of mine died of cancer. I went the one flag. the Australian Flag 
to the funeral. I said "sorry" to my which has allowed us to enjoy the 
friend. I was acknowledging her freedom we and our children do 
grief, and feeling empathy and today" was the concluding state­
compassion for what she had gone ment from Eric Butler's letter. 
through. I was not taking respons- Perhaps we should be question-
ibility for her father's death. ing the nation and the flag that ha~ 

When we say sorry to the allowed us to massacre, steal and 
Wunmdjeri and to all the indigcn- destroy Aboriginal people and then 
ous people of Australia, that is what deny any responsibility and pretend 
we arc doing. And the acknowledg- it never even occurred. Whose 
ment is not only of things that freedom is this writer referring to? 
happened 200 years ago. Many I am convinced these types of 
Aborigines living today have either opinions stem from ignorance, 
been personally affected, or have people choosing not to acknowl­
living relatives whose lives have edge the past and choosing not to 
been damaged by the actions of understand the implications of their 
private citizens or Government. actions. It is not an issue of guilt, or 

Some of the stolen generation taking a "black arm band" view of 
have benefited from the education history or being responsible for the 
they obtainelt .. !l.f~i!:~ ~ ' ~Mr.i of the early Europeans. It is 

and learning from it. If we are to 
have an accurate perspective of 
ourselves as human beings in the 
modem world, the past matters. It is 
where we have come from and it 
determines essentially who we are. 

Everyone is entitled to an 
opinion. However, I am concerned 
wi1h the amount of space that was 
allocated to these uneducated views 
and the lack of attempt 10 balance 
these opinions with facts. Having 
attended the Gayip ceremony in 
Wingrove Park, I was di~appointcd 
at the lack of coverage the cve111 
n,-ceived in our local paper, panicu­
larly before the event. The news­
paper has a responsibility to present 
a balance of opinions, panicularly 
to portray educated views, rather 
than reinforcing negative, preju­
dicial opinions. 

Although we today are not per­
sonally responsible for the acts 
commiued by the European settlers, 
we are all guilty if we choose to be 
ignorant and condone these acts. 
The media is cenainly guilty if they 
continue to misinfonn the public. 
Facts do not cease to exist because 
we choose to ignore them. 

Nerissa Broben, 
Brandon Court, 

BriarHill. 

e Editor's note: In the news 
section oftheDVNews we always 
strive to present a balanced view 

of events. However, the Letters 
column is a forum for people's 

opinions, with which other 
readers may or may not agree. 

The Gayip ceremony was 
widely covered beforehand in live 

articles, including a front page 
color pidurc, and an extensive 

page 8 spread. It was also 
reported after the evenL 



Wednesday, July 01, 1998 

Kalm Franke 

Dear Kahn. 

Sigmund Jorgensen 

jlf(ont~nlbnl 

RE: ADVERTISEMENT 

Here is the updated list for the advertisement. I have asked people to send me the money which I will pass 
on to you. Andre Haenneyer wants to see final wording~ he has suggested that councillors be changed to 
council and also thought you should drop tbe bit about Robert Marshall Perhaps you might like to give 
him a ring. 

No. Name 
I Jenni Mitchell 
2 Jean Hakins 
3 Rebekah Skiooer 
4 Jennv Ellis 
5 Prof. Brian Ellis 
6 John Cohen OAM 
7 Shirlev Cohen 
8 Gwen Ford 
9 Gordon Ford 
JO Sue Giffnev 
II Ken Hines 
12 Sue Dvet 
13 Harry Gilham 
14 PamHannev 
15 Derek Rollins 
16 Georl!e Shaw 
17 Jim Connors 
18 Alan Grimes 
19 Andre Haermever 
20 Shervl Garbutt 
21 Jennv Macklin 
22 Si_gmund J0r_gensen 
23 Louise Jade 
24 Imelda & Alan Ramsav 
25 Bill & Kate Bovee 
26 Marn:aret & Grel! Johnson 
27 Thelma Barkwav PSM 
28 Beryl Martin 
29 Benita & Peter Carter 
30 Ken & Laurel Eckersall 
31 Russell & Marion Yeoman 
32 Flanagan Family 

Total monev committed 

Regards, 

Sigmund Jclrgenscn 

Yes/No Amount(S) 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
NIA 
Already asked 
Yes 
Will!!etback 
Willeetback 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Montsalvat 
7 Hillcrest Avenue, EL THAM VIC 3095 

Tel: 6139439 7712 Fax: 6139431 0290 
Email: montsalvat@cybatron.com.au 

20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
0 

50 
20 
0 
0 

20 
100 
20 
20 
20 
20 
0 
0 

20 
20 
20 
20 

650 

ElthamOistrlc!Historica l Society(elthamhistory.org.au) 

Comment 

Don't use name 

Don't use name 

Monev from Sil!·s 100 
Money from Sig's 100 



IMPORTANT 
RALLY IN FRONT OF THE 

OLD EL THAM SHIRE OFFICE SITE, 
MAIN ROAD, EL THAM 

SATURDAY 17 OCT. 1998 
at 2.00 p.m. 

SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED 
COUNCILLORS OF NILLUMBIK WHO WERE 

SUSPENDED LAST TUESDAY 13/10/98 

SHOW THAT 
DEMOCRACY IS NOT 

DEAD IN NILLUMBIK!!! 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS, AND JOIN THE PROTEST 
AGAINST THIS OUTRAGEOUS ATTEMPT TO STIFLE 

THE DEMOCRATIC WILL OF THIS SHIRE. 

EllhamDistrictHistorica l Society(elthamhistory.org.au) 



Arts dream shatteredi 
0 

' Sure we 
could do it. 
We could 

probably do 
a really good 

job of it, 
knowing the 
artists and 

actors in this 
area, but we 

just can't 

affordit. ' 
Cr Michael Hall 

Art on hold: Nillumbik Council look set to dump plans for an arts centre at the former Eltham shire offices site {above). Lett: Cr Michael Hall. 

by NATALIE BIRCH 

AN iconic arts centre on the site of the 
former Eltham Shire offil:es was the 
fonner Nillumbik council's dream, 
but last week residents who opposed 
the vision urged the ''new guard'' to 
wake up to the cold light of reali1y. 

They told the policy and services 
committee that Nillumbik could not 
afford the $l0 million cost of de­
veloping the centre, or the future 
e,;pense of running it. 

"Art patronage always represents 
the icing on the cake,'' Eltham 
resident June Engish said. 

"The trouble is Nillumbik has no 
cake to ice because it's in hock for 
$12 million.'' 

She said rates could not finance the 
dream and both the state and federal 
governments had wricten and advised 
that the council was ineligible for 
funding because it was a metropolitan 
shire. 

ACTORS, ARTISTS LOBBY 

IN a bid to save the cultural centre concept, 
actor Bruce Hughes read to the committee 
letters from members of the shire's arts 
community, urging the council to hold the 
dream. 
Eltham filmmaker and screenwrtter of the 
Oscar-winning movie Shine, Jan Sardi, 
wrote: "The building that stands on this site 
will serve as a gateway to our town and more 
Importantly will be a symbol of who we are as 
a shire and what we value." 

St Andrews artist Deborah Russell, whose 
work hangs in the National Gallery in 
Canberra, said a cultural centre could be 
used by local schools and would restore the 

shire's reputation as a "hub of cultural and 
artistic activity". 

A letter from actor Rod Mulliner and Penny 
Ramsey (former councillor Penny Mullinar) 
said an arts centre was a creative and 
financial necessity. 
"There are no spaces for performers, artists 
or musicians in this shire," they said. "There 
are no rehearsal rooms. There are no spaces 
to encourage national art exhibitions. There 
is nowhere to showcase our films, 
particularly for our students." 
And St Andrews screenwriter and playwright 
Mac Gudgeon said an arts centre could be a 
revenue raiser for the shire. 

limitless money tree, how will we 
repay the debt? Priva1e citizens who 
base their lifestyles on continued 
borrowing either go broke or flee the 
country to escape their debt. 

Jn a dig at the proposed rate hike, "Nillumbik ratepayers need a cul-
she said: "And my 8.6 per cent rate tural centre like they need a hole in 
rise might start that now very soon.'' the bead,"she said. "They simply 

can't afford this fanciful dream." 

"Tf pennies from heaven finance "These councillors have a duty of 
the building, how would we finance care to act responsibly. Put the arts 
the recurrent e:t:penditure?" she centre on the backbench until rivers of 

The previous council said rate­
payers would not be expected to fund 
the building COSIS, but Anne 
Stoneman told the committee resi­
dents had already paid $50,000 for a 
consultant's feasibility study. 

''The more viable option would be 
to abandon 1he project, sell the site 
and use the money to reduce debt.'' 

NillumbikRatepayers' Association 
secretary Brian Murray agreed. asked. "If we bom~,lB9Jfii~r?~to~ g ,I ¥~ ~1D&wr:~mhistmy org.au) 

"The association believes that the 
proposed cultura] centre would be 
financially unviable and financially 
irresponsible,'' he said. 

The committee voted by a majority 
to end any further investigation into 
developing an arts centre on the old 
Eltham shire offices site and to seek 
further community comment on 
redeveloping the Eltham Community 
and Reception Centre for cultuml 
activities. 

Mayor Lex de Man said Tourism 
Victoria had expres&ed doubt about 
the feasibility of the project and the 
council should focus iL~ attention on 
developing existing facilities. 

Cr Greg Johnson, who supported 
1he arts centre, said it had become a 
casualty of the recent election cam­
paign. 

But Cr Michael Hall said: "Sure 
we could do it. We could probably do 
a really good job of it, knowing the 
artists and actors in this area, but we 
just can't afford it.'' 

~ 
~ 
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The project's future will be decided 
at tonight's full council meeting. II 

+ 



This site belongs to the people 
IT IS quite a few years since the 
former Eltham shire offices were 
pulleddo.,.,n~asharpreminderof 
theunwarrantedlossofavaluable 
community asset. 

Since then the site has stood 
there, and ratepayers are still in 
thedarkastoltseventualuse. 

It Is time this Issue became a 
matter of community involvement 
and oot left to just a few people to 
decide. More Important, it has 
bec<)me common knowledge that 
there are some who, for short-term 
galn,wanttosellthesite.Once 
sold,likesomuchofthe 
"Australian Farm", It is no longer a 
community asset. 

Before even contemplating 
selling off this property, how about 
consulting its owners-the 
communit)'?Whateverthe 
eventual development of this site, 
itmustbepreservedtoserve 
broad community Interests. 

lnamunlclpalitythatprides 
Itself on being a centre for tourism 
andthearts,whereistherea 
tourist Information centre? Where 
isthereaci~s..:!'!,sol)' 

bureau? And our ratepayers could 
surely do with a municipal branch 
officesothatresldentsfrom 
Hurstbrldge and beyond do not 
have to travel to Greensborough 
for service. 

It is time fOf community 
involvement in this issue, or 
should we just sit and wait until 
some decision is made without our 
ratepayers having been consulted? 

John Cohen, former • hire 
president, 

Ettham. 

Pro-development 
JUNE Engl sh (D V Leader, April 30) 
implies that the Ratepayers' 
Assoclation!snotprer 
development and that council is 
doing the tight thing by wasting 
vast sums of money. Make no 
mistake, office bearers of the 
associatlon continue to publicly 
lobby for further development of 
land In rural zonings. Some of 
these people have developed, or 
aredeveloplng,theirlandalready 
within allowed zonings but wish to 
see oorGreen Wedge carved up 

Rcaderscanwritc.faxor 
e-mail to the Diamond 
\'alley Lcadcrlcnerspagc 

writ,: 83A Main St, 
Greensborough, 3088 

11:1::94320164 

t-mall:diamoodvalleyO 
ldr.newslld.corn.au 

1"rd~1sg1vcuto,hort, 
typedletlcrs.Wcrnc,..·ethc 
ri&Jit10«il1tcners.umn 
mu.tcanyful\=m:,address 
andpl,oncnumbcr 

and ruined by subdivision of land 
well beyond approved growth 

Four years go, a planning panel 
made many recommen<lations, 
some Inconsistent with the main 
report and established planning 
principles.Thethencouncil,after 
intenslvestrategicwork,largely 
rejected some recommendations. 

It confirmed that no further rural 
land would be handed over for 

subclivision, first, because it was 
not needed, and second(and 
critically), because it would be 
detrimentaltopreservationofour 
Green Wedge. 

Following that, the State 
Govemment introduced Melbourne 

2030 and conducted further 
analysis. The resultant Urban 

Growth Boundal)' reflects the 
outcome of strategic planning 
decisions that make the aberTant, 
one-off recommendations from 
1999redundant. 

However. since its election last 
year,thlscouncil,lnfullknowledge 
of all this, has ploughed ahead 
regardless, des~te warnings from 

the government. It has spent large 
sums of money on subdividing our 
Green Wedge 

Meanwhile, work that should 
have been completed already in 
preparation for Melbourne 2030 
has not begun. 

Jenni Bundy, 

St Andre-. 



DISCUSSION PAPER: COMMUNITY USE OF SITE, 895 MAIN ROAD 
ELTHAM 

I. BACKGROUND 

These background notes provide the context of present considerations and offer insights for 
present and future planning and development of the site, 895 Main Road Eltham. They 
recognise the axiom: 'lf we don' t know where we' ve come from , how can we know where 
we're going?' 

The year 1939 saw the opening ofEltham Shire Hall , comer of Arthur Street and Main Road, 
the hall built and paid for as a community project. The site passed to Woolworths (called 
Woolworths Arcade); the first stage ofEltham Shire Offices at 895 Main Road commencing 
in 1964 (completed in 1965). The new siting had meant demolition of the historic 
Shillinglaw Cottage (purchased by Eltham Council) and its brick by brick re•erection, 
supported by 1oca1 fundrai sing, notably sales of a cookery book, The F1avour of Eltham. The 
Shire Council chambers now became part of the community precinct-which included the 
Eltham War Memorial to the men and women who served between 1939 and 1945, called the 
'War Memorial HaJI ', with wrought iron memorial gates; this community precinct was added 
to with the parklands built on a land-fill tip in the 1970s, later named Alistair Knox Park, and 
in 1994, the Eltham Library, designed by Greg Burgess, which won an award for design 
excellence and was a model of collaboration of Council with governments at other levels. 
The year 1996 saw the demolition of the ' Old Shire Offices', under the Commissioner 
regime. Then followed the Shell Petrol and Hungry Jacks controversy, with hundreds of 
Nillumbik residents joining hands around the site in public protest against the 'sell-off and 
700 submitting written objections. The then Liberal Planning Minister ' called in' the issue 
and, at his instigation, the Advisory Committee hearing by Dimity Reed, the town planning 
and architecture expert, met over four days during April 1997 (for documentation see Dimity 
Reed, Report of the Advisory Committee Hearing on Permit Applications 96/0376 and 
% /0377, and on Planning Appeals 96/40724 and % /40812 re a proposed convenience centre 
at 895 Main Road Eltham. Hearings held 1-2, 21-22 April 1997). 

It is argued that Ms Reed's report should have laid to rest for all time the issue of retention 
for community use of 895 Main Road Eltham. This designated Landmark Site, adjoining the 
Eltham War Memorial and the award~winning Eltham Library, forms a strategic part of 
Nillumbik's unique built and natural heritage, the score or more significant sites identified 
along Eltham's Main Road ' Heritage Mile', stretching south along the Avenue of Honour to 
the urban forest at Falkiner Street Reserve. Can anyone match, with Eltham, a metropolitan 
township with such a pleasing landscape entry which, to quote Ms Reed, ' takes us beyond 
our everyday concerns to see something larger than our daily lives'? The June 2003 article in 
The Age newspaper, with its li vability and tourism themes, gave similar suggestion but with a 
local economic prosperity note. 

To further quote Ms Reed: 
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It is our view that Eltham remains special because it sees and understands its 
past...Additionally, Eltham holds a special place in the social and artistic history of 
Melbourne which must never be lost ... for four crucial decades from the 1920s to 
1960s ... Melboume's intellectual and creative vigour emanated from Eltham. 

So Eltham [indeed NillumbikJ has an import which is beyond itself, and is 
maybe what the Japanese would place in the National Treasure category. It is easy to 
decry such aspirations as pretensions, to say that it was all in the past. But ifwe can ' t 
respect and learn from the past, from where do we get the understanding that our 
future can be better. 

The feasibility study, Nillwnbik Shire Council, Nillumbik Cultural Centre, 
Background Paper and Business Plan, December 2001 (SGS Economics and Planning in 
Conjunction with Gregory Burgess Architects lconica), reflected cultural, heritage and 
tourism values, auditing cultural assets including Eltham Library, Eltham Community and 
Reception Centre (conceived as a replacement ' town hall ' ), Eltham Living and Leaming 
Centre, Lenister Fann and the site, comer Bridge Street and Main Road. It considered 
options: A Status Quo; B. Landmark Cultural Facility on the Fonner Municipal Office Site; 
C. Key Cultural Facility in a Redeveloped Community and Reception Centre; D. General 
Redevelopment and Enhancement of Cultural Facilities. The study also considered the 
Eltham War Memorial Complex. This feasibility study and its centrepiece project, the New 
Cultural Heritage/Cultural Tourism Facility, with municipal rates, became the key issue of 
the 2002 Nillwnbik Council Elections. In 2002 Council sold the comer site, Bridge Street 
and Main Road, to private developers, with provisos of building height setback and access 
requirements, proceeds to be used to repay $400,000 borrowings used to fund the site 
purchase, then to reimburse the Public Open Space Reserve Account by up to $509,000, with 
any surplus to be paid into the Property Sales Reserve to be applied towards strategic land 
acquisitions, capital works projects, or debt retirement. As reported in the Diamond Valley 
leader, 2 July 2003, 'No decision on site', the future use of the fonner municipal office site, 
895 Main Road Eltham was being considered by Council. ¥- -

2. NILLUMBIK SHIRE COUNCIL PLAN 2002-2005 

Relevant sections considered ofNillumbik Shire Council, Council Plan 2002-2005 include: 
Community Health, Culture, Sport and Leisure, Land Use Planning and Environment, 
Transport and Infrastructure, Economic Development and Governance (see Appendix I). 
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3. PROPOSALS CONSIDERED 

(i) Community education 

This community education facility would enable participants to interact with leading-edge 
digital technologies. An architect-designed, purpose-built, dedicated digital technology 
complex is envisaged. The digital technologies offer not as yet fully realised advances, 
visual - including photography, animation, television - audio and computer. The faci lity 
would include a commercially-operated Internet Cafe. Such a Nillurnbik community 
education facility would cater for youth and adult participants. Negotiations are envisaged 
for collaboration with, and support from, TAFE and/or a university and private sponsors. 

(ii) Community housing 

This scheme of community housing would be in line with the State Government's 'Twenty­
Thirty' strategy for maximising housing land utilisation in town centres, ie close to public 
transport, shops, health, leisure facilities, etc. Such a scheme would represent best practice 
in housing, with respect to social and environmental criteria. Negotiations are envisaged for 
collaboration with, and support from, the Department of Human Services. Other consuJtative 
bodies could include Hanover Housing, the Australian Conservation Foundation and 
specialist architects. CAVE (Community and Volunteers ofEltham), within the Community 
Health Centre, would be an active participant. A Nillumbik Community Housing 
competition might be possible. 

(iii) Indigenous interpretive centre 

Such a scheme would require the collection of local or regional Aboriginal stories and 
artefacts to be ' interpreted'. Advice would be required from Aboriginal representatives and 
the various Nillumbik historical societies. Eltham District Historical Society, A Chronology 
of Known Local Events 1835 - Early 2000 (2000), Mick Woiwod' s, Kangaroo Ground: the 
highland taken (1994), Ellender' s monograph, The Plenty Gorge Metropolitan Park: the 
archaeological assessment of Aboriginal sites (1991), Ken Eckersall' s history, Eltham 
Inhabitants (2000), and Shire of Eltham, Conservation and Heritage Resource Document 
(ud) are some resources. The scheme might be assisted through support from the Museum of 
Melbourne. Negotiations might lead to the Nillumbik Aboriginal Interpretive Centre being a 
designated Museum of Melbourne annexe. 

(iv) Community and Tourism Facility - the recommended proposal 
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4. OUTLINE OF THE COMMUNITY AND TOURISM FACILITY PROPOSAL 

This Nillumbik Community and Towism Facility would consist of a modest, albeit ' iconic', 7 
scheme of development, architect designed, built in mud brick and/or other natural materials, 
incorpor~ting a Shop Front of the Shire and a Nillwnbik and Yarra Valley Tourism J 
Information Desk and wall space for publicity. Such a complex would be set in an 
indigenous suburban garden, with amphitheatre, linking Shilling]aw Cottage and Eltham 
Library. 

The Shop Front would assist Nillumbik Council communications and encourage greater 
participation and sense of commW1ity, being accessible by foot, train and bus public transport 
as well as car; and it would bring people to a loca1 shopping and activity centre, including the 
Community Health Centre, library, cafes and restaurants. It is envisaged that there could be 
set days for meeting with Ward Councillors. 

The Shire ofNillwnbik and Yarra Valley Tourism lnfonnation Desk would enhance 
Nillwnbik's position as the Gateway to the Yarra Valley by fostering on-site outdoor events, 
with the major event being a Seasonal Farmers' and Produce Market, held in spring, summer, 
autumn and winter. This Seasonal Farmers' and Produce Market would attract support from 
right across Nillumbik Shire and the Yarra Valley, including wine, olive, and organic fruit 
and vegetable growers. 

It is envisaged that a tourism officer would be responsible for this Seasonal Fanners' and 
Produce Market, with other on-going responsibiJities including negotiating with city hotels 
and tourist bodies to bring tourists to Nillwnbik on packaged tours providing heritage, 
cultural and gastronomic experiences, eg visits to the War Memorial Tower and Park, -.:.t 
Montsalvat, Panton Hill Winery, walks to Diamond Creek and Warrandyte mines, nature 
walks and township heritage walks in Eltham, Diamond Creek, Hurstbridge. 

The facility amphitheatre would house music events, a ' speakers' comer', and 'art in public 
places', eg sculpture. Volunteers would vitally assist in running the Facility. 

The new Community and Tourist Facility, with the Community Health Centre, the Post 
Office, the CFA, the Wa, Memorial, Shillinglaw Cottage and Eltham Library and 
Community Gallery, would complement this Community Precinct, and the modest nature of 
building development would allow for further community input on any future scheme for the 
site, in the interests inclusion. 

It is envisaged that support would be sought from the Victorian Government, under its 
Community Building Victoria, Community Support Fund, Community Building Grants, in 
order to demonstrate best-practice in local government community building and 
consolidation, including Business and Economic Development. Toe project could involve 
the locaJ Chamber of Commerce. A specific funding source exists through the Community 
Support Fund (CSF) to support Community Building. The project meets key issue or focus 
criteria, including Arts and CuJture, Business and Economic and EvaJuation. Under this 
program submissions may made by community organisations and local government, funds 
either provided as Seeding Grants, up to $10,000, or substantive initiatives. 
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5. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMUNITY AND TOURISM FACILITY 
SCHEME MATCHED AGAINST THOSE OF NILLUMBIK COUNCIL PLAN 2002-
2005 

Community Health, Culture and Leisure 

The scheme strongly meets criteria under Objectives 2, 3, and 4; maximising partnerships, 
oppornrnities and participation in the development and provision of arts; cuJtural , educational 
and recreational opportunities; nurturing a vibrant, innovative, creative and community 
which encourages involvement in community life; and, importantly, being in accord with 
Council's Municipa] Public Health Plan for improving the health and wellbeing of the 
community. 

Land Use Planning and Environment 

Again, the scheme strongly affinns criteria wider Objectives 1-5: delivering excellence in 
land use planning and environmental conservation; ensuring the protection and enhancement 
ofnatw-a.1 and built environments with forward planning. sustainable development and 
conservation; encouraging participation and faci litating understanding of the planning 
process by the community and other stakeholders; promoting the benefits of local habitat, 
biodiversity, ecological sustainability and the environmental values ofNillumbik; and 
focussing Council' s environmental programs to ensure practical outcomes at the local level 
which protect and enhance the natural environment. 

Infrastructure 

The scheme is strongly in line with Objective 2: to optimise the performance of Council 's 
infrastructure assets through best practice in their management with respect to environmental 
and financial sustainability. 

Economic Development 

The scheme very strongly addresses criteria Objectives 1-4: ensuring a strategic approach by 
Council and local business to economic development; enhancing the capability and 
competitiveness of local business in tenns of the quality and diversity of enterprises, the 
skills of operators, and the standard of supporting infrastructure; building sustainable 
partnerships with key local and regional business groups and economic development 
agencies; and, importantly, increasing the market profile oflocal business, with emphasis on 
Nillumbik's positioning as part of the greater Yarra Valley region. 

The scheme recognises these underlying aspirations: to increase local employment 
and maintain low unemployment levels; to improve access to services and products for the 
local and wider community; and to attract new business investment to develop the economic 
base ofNillwnbik. 
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Governance 

The scheme endorses Objectives 1, 2, 3 and 8: to ensure that Council ' s communication, 
resource management and organisational effectiveness is reflective of community 
expectations; to recognise the diversity of views within our community and ensure our 
systems for engaging people in decision-making are respectful of this diversity, and are 
effective and inclusive; to form partnerships with community groups and agencies to assist 
Council in achieving the best outcomes for the community; and to ensure the ongoing 
financial viability and accountability of the Shire in the context of the ten year financial plan. 

6. NILLUMBIK COMMUNITY AND TOURISM FACILITY BUSINESS PLAN -
ISSUES TO BE FURTHER CONSIDERED 

1. Financial viability- partnerships, governmental, public, private. 

2. Social benefits. 

3. Economic benefits. 

4. Governance/Management issues. 

5. Implementation. 

Gayle Blackwood, Sue Dyet, Ken Eckersall 
25 August 2003 
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APPENDIX I 

Relevant sections considered of Nillumbik Shire Council, Counci l Plan 2002~2005. 

Com munity Health, Culture, Sport and Leisure 

Goal I 

Objectives 

I . To provide and promote integrated health and human services in response to community needs 
which are based on sound research. 

2. To maximise partnerships, opportunities and participation in the development and provision of arts; 
cultural ... educational and recreational opportunities 

3 To nurture a vibrant, innovative, creative and community which encourages involvement in all 
aspects of community life 

4. To implement identified strategies and actions from Counci l's Municipal Public Health Plan which 
result in improved health and wellbeing of the community. 

Land Use Planning and Environment 

Gaol 2 

Objectives 

I. To deliver excellence in land use planning and environmental conservation 
2. To ensure the protection and enhancement of natural and built environments with forward planning, 

sustainable development and conservation 
3. To encourage participation and facilitate understanding of the planning process by the community 

and other stakeholders 
4. To promote the benefits of local habitat, biodiversity, ecological sustainability and the 

environmental values ofNillumbik. 
5. To focus Council's environmental programs to ensure practical outcomes at the loca1 level which 

protect and enhance the natural environment. 
6 To offer best practice building services to our community. 

Transport and Infrastructure 

Goal3 

Objectives ... 

2. To optimise the performance of Council's infrastructure assets through best practice in their 
management with respect to environmental and financial sustainability . 

Economic Development 

Goal4 

Objectives 

I. To ensure a strategic approach by Council and local business to economic development 
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2 To enhance the capability and competitiveness of local business in terms of the quality ru1d 
diversity of enterprises., the skills of operators, and the standard of supporting infrastructure. 

3 To increase the market profile of local business, with emphasis on Ni llwnbik's positioning as part 
of the greater Yarra Valley region 

4. To build sustainable partnerships with key local and regional business groups and economic 
development agencies. 

Our Aspirations 

Increased local employment and continuing low unemployment levels 
Improved access to local services and products for the community . 
Attraction of new business investment to develop the economic base ofNillumbik 

Governance 

Goal 5 

Objectives 

1 To ensure that Council's communication, resource management and organisational effectiveness is 
reflective of community expectations 

2. To recognise the diversity of views within our community and ensure our systems for engaging 
people in decision•making are respectful of this diversity, and are effective and inclusive. 

3. To fonn partnerships with community groups and agencies to assist Council in achieving the best 
outcomes for the community ... 

8 To ensure the ongoing financial viability and accountability of the Shire in the context of the ten 
year financial plan. 
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Nlllumblk Council's plan to sell the Eltham World War II memorial and fonner shire office sites has brought public outrage. 

Shire plan 'sacrilegious' 
By Dave Crossthwaite 

RESIDENTS have declared war on 
Nillumbik Counc il over its plan to sell 
two landmark Eltham sites. 

Residents fight war memorial sale 
The publicly owned Elthamwar 

memorial and former shire office site 
will be sold to the highest bidder 
under the council's 20-yearvision for 
the town centre. 

The policy and services committee 
last week voted to implement the 
shire's Eltham Major Activity Centre 
structure plan despite condemnation 
from the meeting's public gallery. 

council lors to keep the Main Rd sites 
in public hands, labelling the 
proposed sell-off as '"sacrilegious". 

Several called for a shire-wide 
referendum on the issue. 

Returned World War II serviceman 
and a former Eltham Shire president 
John Cohen said moves to sell a war 
memorial to private developers would 
''resonate throughout the nation'". 

Mr Cohen said the memorial 
precinct, with a hall, gardens, 

The fu ll council will vote tonight to preschool, child health centre and a 
adopt or reject the recommendation. senior citizens' centre, was bought by 

More than 20 spt;~OOFJ~f~~oricnl sM:l@tfll9ififllHMti'o;;,i~;?,.~[JJOry of those _ ... _ _ 

who fought and died, and for the 
children they died to protect"'. 

Ownership of the site was 
transferred ''in trust'' to Eltham Shire 
Council in 1965. 

Mr Cohen said the trust clearly 
stated that it must be used for 
community purposes. 

''This council will be judged on how 
it keeps that trust,·· Mr Cohen said. 
''It is sacred ground.'' 

Mayor Tony Raunic acknowledged 
the need for a war memorial at Eltham 
but he questioned the relevance of 
the present site. 

''The fact that it was appropriate in 
the 1950s does not mean it is the 
best site now or for the year 2020. '' 
Cr Raunic said. 

Former Nillumbik mayor Sigmund 
Jorgensen, who once proposed a 
$10 million art and cultural centre for 
the former shire office site, warned 
the council that it faced publ ic outrage 
if it endorsed its sale. 

Mr Jorgensen reminded councillors 
of the public outcry in 1996 that 
followed the proposed sale oft he site 
by state.appointed commissioners. 

''The community rose against them, 

fought the Kennett Government and 
won,·· Mr Jorgensen said. ''The 
community will go down that path 
again." 

Cr Raunic said proceeds from the 
sale would help fund road 
improvements identified in the 
structure plan. 

''People have called fora 
referendum and I think there will be 
one,'' Cr Raunic said. ''This will be an 
election issue." 

Committee chairman Mike Irwin 
used his casting vote to break a 
deadlock after councillors Bob 
Stubbings and Belinda Clarkson voted 
against implementing the structure 
plan. Cr Mike Hall was absent. 
■ MoreonPage7. 



Land sales to 
come under 
more debate 
By Dave Crossthwaite 

NILLUMBJK Council is set to debate two 
competingrescissionmotionsonitsdecision 
to sell publicly owned land in Main Rd, Eltham. 

Cr Bob Stubbings will ask colleagues at 
tonight's council meeting to delete the 
proposed sale of the Eltham War Memorial 
areafromthecouncil'sElthammajoractivity 
centre structure plan. 

CrGregJohnsonwantsthecounciltoscrap 
plans to sell both the war memorial and the 
formerE!thamShireofficesitesandrezone 
bothfrombusinesstopublicuse. 

CrJohnsonwillcaltoncouncillorstoheeda 
1997 state advisory panel recommendation 
thattheofficesite''remainincommunity 
ownership for community use". 

Hismotionwillsetthesceneforthelatest 
act in a saga that has plagued successive 
councils since Nillumbik was formed in 1994. 

The 6000sq m former shire office site is 
regardedbymanyasthecivicheartoftheold 
Elthamshire;thelastremnantofaproud 
150-year history of self-determination. 

The fact that state-appointed 
commissionersbulldozedtheshireoffices, 
with little or no public consultation, has lent 
thesiteaspecialstatus. 

When the commissioners move<I to sell it to 
a private developer in July, 1996, they 

promptedabitter18-monthstand-off 
betweenresidentsandthethenKennett 
government. 

In April, 1997, Nillumbik's first electe<I 
council voted 3-2 to fight the decision to grant 
a planning permit. 

Cr Natalie Woodley and Cr Lex de Man voted 
tostandbytheproposedsalebecausethey 
feared the council might be sued by the 
developer. 

lnFebruary,1998,afterseveral 
independent panel hearings, the then local 
government minister Robert Maclellan finally 
rejected the proposed development. 

Anartsandculturalcentre,mootedforthe 
site by the second Nillumbik Council, under 
then mayor Sigmund Jorgensen, was attacked 
byopponents,includingpresentmayorTony 
Raunic, asa monumental waste of 
ratepayers'money. 

Theplanprovedapivotalissueinalandslide 
electioninwhichMrJorgensen'sgreen­
dominated council lost office in March, 2002. 

Now, in the final weeks of its term, Cr 
Raunic'scouncilisundersiegeafter 
announcingplanstosellthesitetohelpfund 
its20-yeardevelopmentplanforthetown. 

CrRaunic dismissed similarities between 
hiscouncil'splanandpreviousproposalsfor 
thesite. 

■ See 10 turbulent years, Pages S.9. 
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Council saves 
ex-office site, 
axes club plan 
NILLUMBIK Council has moved to 
retain ownership of the fonner shire 
office site on Main Rd and has deleted 
a proposed community sports club at 
Central Oval from its Eltham activity 
centre plan. 

Cr Helen Coleman said most Eltham­
based councillors had campaigned for 
election on the future of the shire of­
fice site and the activity centre plan. 

"It was a clear message from the 
community that they did not want 
their community-0wned war mem­
orial or former shire office sites sold 
off," Cr Coleman said. "The previous 
council did not listen and was pre­
pared to sell the old shire office site to 
its detriment." 

Speaking after the meeting, Mayor 
Greg Johnson said a proposed Central 
Oval community club at Panther 
Place was unworkable. He said the 
plan, which would have involved 
senior citizens and RSL members 
sharing space with footballers, would 
have had a detrimental impact on the 
amenity _of cent.ral. Eltham. 
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A lovely reminder 
BEING a Jong-time reader and 
resident, I was pleasantly re· 
warded when reading the DV 
Leader, March 16, Valley 
Voices section to see an 
opinion piece by Steven 
Katsineris of Hurstbridge, 

His words brought home an 
essential truth to me: that we 
still have a beautiful world 
where the simple things in life 
can renew us and bring joy 
and peace. It makes me realise 
how fortunate we are that our 
natural environment is still 
relatively intact and safe. It is 
a reminder to appreciate, pro­
tect, and, most of all, enjoy 
what we still have left of our 
natural world. 

It is so refreshing to read 
positive passages such as 
Stephen's. In fact, I have no­
ticed the D V U!ader has been 
publishing quite a few similar 
articles lately. Well done I say, 
and thank you. 

Lyn Clements, 
Diamond Creek. 

Ask the people 
IT'S good news that Nillum­
bik's new council is now hav­
ing another look at what to do 
with the old shire office site in 
Eltham. 

The previous council's plan 
for an "activity centre", com­
prising both commercial and 
residential development of the 
whole area, selling the office 

Eltha rnO ,~tnci H stor.;al 

Have your say 
Readers can write, fax 
or emai l to Diamond 
Valley Leader letters 
page. 
■ Write: 1st floor, 18 
Sherbourne Rd, Briar 
Hill,3088 
■ Fax: 5996 7212 
■ email: diamondvalley 
@ldr.newsltd.com.au 
Preferencelsglventos/1ort, 
typedletters..Werese.vethe 
righttoedilletten.L.ettersmust 
carryfuJIMme,a<ldressand 
phone number. 

site to the highest bidder and 
pulling down the war mem­
orial and senior citizens' 
buildings, raised widespread 
community opposition. 

It is true that before making 
its decision, the previous 
council did hold some commu­
nity "consultation", but the 
outcome in no way reflected 
community views that 
strongly favoured that the 
area in question be preserved 
for community, not commer­
cial, purposes. 

There is no doubt the out 
come of the recent council 
elections, when this issue be­
came a matter of debate, 
clearly indicated where the 
community stands. 

So, what now? First, the new 
council must realise that the 
arra : ,q~est}on is community 

property and its future must 
be determined by community 
consultation, where the out­
come truly reflects commu­
nity views. In addition, the 
new council would also be well 
advised to deal cautiously 
with this matter, giving 
serious consideration to the 
views recently expressed by 
two Monash University aca­
demics who regard "activity 
centres" as "a recipe to ruin 
our suburbs." 

John Cohen, Eltham, 
former Eltham shire president. 

Popular ride 
WE want to thank the more 
than 2500 patrons, young and 
old, who attended the Dia­
mond Valley Railway's annual 
night run in Eltham Lower 
park. 

Never before in the club's 
history have so many ex­
pected so much of so few 
volunteers to make it happen! 

Unfortunately totally inad­
equate parking space in the 
vicinity of the little railway 
stretched our resources be­
yond anything we have experi­
enced before. 

We thank patrons for their 
patience and good humour as 
they waited for their ride. 

If anyone who enjoyed their 
ride tradesmen or ticket­
sellers, old or young or any­
where in between - would like 
to join our club and provide 

enjoyment for others while 
pursuing a great hobby in­
volving trains, we would Jove 
to hear from them. 

GlorlaGallacher, 
Montmorency, 

member, Diamond Valley 
Railway. 

Sold out 
I BELIEVE Banyule City 
Council has sold out its rate­
payers in Briar Hill for a 
development that will destroy 
the character of Woodlands 
Homestead in Doon Court. 
(DV Leader, March 16) 

The council should have 
refused to allow this develop­
ment around such a historic 
site, stood up for Briar Hill 
ratepayers and done all in its 
power to preserve the charac­
ter in this area. 

I have lived most of my life 
in this suburb and have re­
turned back home to be with 
my folks after being away for a 
time 

My parents, who have lived 
in Briar Hill all their married 
lives, will soon enter retire­
ment and intend to remain in 
the suburban environment 
they first chose to live in. 
Aren't they entitled to live out 
their days in this environ­
ment? 

Haven't they earned that 
right? 

The strength of residents' 
original objections to the pro 

Doon anil 
,gloom as 
fight lost 

posal should have shown the 
council how committed local 
people are to maintaining 
their suburb's present charac­
ter. There are many areas 
aroWid Banyule suited to 
town-house and detached liv­
ing developments and, in fair­
ness, it is the council's pre­
rogative to stimulate growth 
in the city. 

But Briar Hill is not the 

appropriate setting for such 
developments. 

If the council is deaf to the 
argument that this site is of 
historical significance, surely 
it will recognise that the in 
creased traffic that will go 
with such a developtllent is 
not suited to Doon Court and 
the connecting roads. 

Andrew Lanigan, 
Briar HIii. 



Shire moving for public use zoning on Eltham landmark sites 
TWO controversial Eltham landmarks could 
soon be public land. 
The former Eltham Shire office site and 

war memorial land in Main Rd will be 
rezoned to public use under a Nillumbik 
Council plan to return the land to the 
community. 
Community uproar arose two years ago 

when the former council voted to sell off the 

assets and proposed to build a service station 
and takeaway store. 

Nillumbik Mayor Greg Johnson said the 
community backlash was reflected at the 
polls and helped deliver a different council 
to office. 

The sites, at 895 and 903-907 Main Rd, 
Eltham, are now zoned Business 2. 
The council is set to seek authorisation 

from Planning Minister Rob Hulls to amend 
the zoning. 
Cr Johnson said community consultation 

would then follow. 
"If there is significant opposition to the 

idea, we would be obliged to call a panel," Cr 
Johnson said. 

The war memorial land, which includes a 
memorial hall, preschool, senior citizens' 

centre, historic gates and garden, was 
bought by the community after World War II 
to establish a permanent memorial to war 
veterans. 
Ownership of the site was transferred "in 

trust" to the Fonner Eltham Shire in 196.5. 
Cr Johnson said rezoning the land made 

sense. "It will simply straighten up the 
zoning to reflect the current use," he said. 

+ 
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Consultation a sham 
THE proposed civic site plan is outrageous. 

This council has not acknowledged or in­
cluded any of the requests from Apollo commu­
nity residents. 

We all gave up a lot of time and energy to 
attend public workshops and they were a 
sham. Our petition of more than 1200 signa­
tures opposing the sale of this land has been 
totally ignored. 

High- and medium-density housing is not 
appropriate for this site- it is not in an activity 
centre and public transport is not good. 

This site was purchased by the old Diamond 
Valley Shire and is appropriately zoned "local 
government - public use". 

With enhancements, that is how we would 
like it used. 

Nillumbik Council went into this venture 
with the outcome already decided ~ the sale of 
this land would fund the new shire offices at 
Eltham. 

It was completely dollar driven and the 
community will bear the major cost of this new 
whiz.bang building in Eltham. 

With elections coming up in November, I 
hope shire residents see this "band" for what 
they are and sweep them out of office. 

Carol Doherty, Greensborough. 

Parking spaces to go 
HOW many residents who use the Civic Drive 
precinct for shopping, the library, sports 
complex or picking up/dropping off kids from 
Apollo Parkways Primary School realise the 
proposed sell-off and development of the land 
by Nillumbik Council will mean about 
80 per cent of existing parking spaces in this 
area will go? 

Then add the proposed Civic Drive on-street 
parkirl#Ji1h.n#~~R,g£1}k,.;Qiji11t&~ijl,!/Wi~.aW 

Leader Community Newspapers reserves the right lo edit letters. Letters must carry correspondent's full name. address and daytime phone number. 

An artist's impression of the proposed "whiz-bang" new cMc centre in Eltham. 

duction to one lane in either direction, which 
will cause an embolism in this vital arterial. 

Apollo Parkways residents and users of the 
amenities in this area need to speak up against 
Shire of Eltham Mark II and the selJ.olJ of our 
vital community asset. 

Steve Kirby, Greensborough. 

Residents ignored 
I FIND it frustrating that Nillumbik Shire 
treats its Apollo Parkways residents with such 
disdain. 

The small area of Greensborough that be­
longs to Nillumbik (as opposed to Banyule) 
pays the higher rates to be part of the shire and 
yet receives very few of the supposed benefits 
of belonging to the Green Wedge Shire. 

In the recent Budget Report Card 2007-08, I 
turned to read the section "what happened in 
your town?" Nothing, it seems. 

Most of Nillumbik's budget is spent in areas 
such as Eltham and Diamond Creek and not 
one single upgrade/facility in the Greensbo­
rough/ Apollo Parkways area. 

The shire estimates it will make 
$17.85million from the sale of the civic centre 
in Apollo Parkways. 

How nice that it will make so much money 
and leave behind 64 townhouses, BO apartments 
and 32 detached houses in place of Apollo 
Parkways parklands. 

Nillumbik is finally giving us something -
high-<lensity living and less park.lands. 

Thanks, Green Wedge Shire, for looking 
after your forgotten residents. 

Nyree Gill, Greensborough. 

Civic centre excellent 
"IT'S heartening that the proposed Apollo 
Parkways development will add to the already 

generous amount of open space now enjoyed by 
the nearby residents." So states the officer 
report for the council meeting of June 24. 

Open space will be 16.6 per cent, which is 
more than the existing public open space of 
13.9 per cent (not including the Civic Drive 
land or the primary school grounds). 

The Subdivision Act says the overall stan­
dard for public open space is 5 per cent 
Nillumbik Council's Open Space Strategy 
recommends it be increased to lO per cent. 

The planned new civic centre for Eltham is 
excellent because of its closeness to the most 
populated part of Nillumbik and to public 
transport, making it easier to access by 
residents from other areas, its sound environ­
mental design and it won't require increased 
rates. 

Marguerite Marshall, Eltham. 

Only Eltham counts 
NILLUMBIK Council has now shown its true 
colours ~ only Eltham matters. 

The release of plans for the proposed new 
council offices in Eltham and the plans for the 
Civic Drive site could not have been more ofa 
contrast. The Eltham development has a poetic 
preamble, whimsical commentary and mul­
tiple full-<:oloured 3D drawings. These plans 
detail "sunken courtyards", "wetland plants", 
"water cascades" and careful relocation of 
existing trees. 

The AJXlllO Parkways presentation has a flat 
drawing of Civic Drive with insipid rectangles, 
an aerial view of Diamond Hill's footy oval and 
minimal, barely readable comments. 

These plans (if you can decipher them) detail 
the demolition of most of the site and filling it 
with 176 medium-<iensity houses. 

No talk of saving trees and open space. 
The Green Wedge philosophy applies only in 

Eltham. 
Carmel Jacobson, Greensborough. 



Yoursay 

Three weeks getting around in a wheelchair gave Nillumbik 
councillor Bo Bendtsen a little insight into what it is like to have a 

disability. Here is his account of the experience 

Disability 
a test for 
councillor 
ON MOTHER'S Day (May 11), I searching for a spot. Access to 
had an accident on my bicycle well-used public facilities is 
that resulted in a broken hip. generally good, but there is 
After an operation to screw room for improvement. 

the fractured bone together I Nillumbik Council has several 
have to convalesce for three programs, including a 
months, allowing the bone to djsabilities committee, to guide 
heal. development or new buildings 

My experiences as a disabled and improve access to existing 
person, first in a wheelchair for facilities. I am supportive of 
three weeks, then on crutches. developers and governments 
have been interesting and putting in more effort than just 
thought-provoking. the bare minimum, particularly 

"Disabled" parking spaces are if the benefits of more thought 
generally in good locations, come at minimal cost. 
although sometimes there are I was very impressed with the 
not enough of them and some concern and help strangers 
unscrupulous people use their would offer, from assistance 
"disabled" sticker long after it with carrying things to holding 
is necessary. doors, getting out of the way 
Looking for wheelchair access and increased courtesy. 

to get from the asphalt car park Naturally there is a minority 
to the footpath would some- of able-bodied people who do 
times leave me fending off not give a fig, but they are few Injured Nillumblk councillor Bo Bendtsen has a little difficulty getting 
drivers whj~~tsuoct t';'~!J.qgJ-nd(!IJr..~!w~n . ..., around in his wheelchair. 

READER REPORT 

Red Nose Day 
was our first 
REPORT and picture: Emma Hedley, 
Diamond Creek. 

SMART1E Pants Early Learning and Devel­
opment, a long day care and kindergarten, 
teamed up with SIDS and Kids for what will 
be our annual Red Nose Day event. 

It was our first Red Nose Day and we 
gathered all the chUdren, families and staff 
together for a photo of us all wearing red 
noses. 

Each year we hope to increase the amount 
of people in the photo and the amount of 
money raised for SIDS. 

For the past month we have been selling 
red noses and collecting donations for SIDS. 

We raised more than $400 on Red Nose Day 
to donate to SIDS. 
This is a very important cause to our centre 

as we follow the SIDS safe-sleeping policy. 
There arc so many families out there who 

are touched by sudden infant death syn• 
drome. 

+ 
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An artist's impression of the proposed Nillumbik civic centre in Main Rd. The drawing does not show surrounding buildings. 



Eltham Collea:e prlnclpal Dr David Warner and students Rachel, college captain Belinda Sharrock, James., Natasha, Bethany and Maia 
look forward to a close relationship with the Melbourne City School. Picture: MARK FRECKER N520V~11 

City link with learning 
Enpl Sc:hmWI progressive education model for 

the 21st century. He said the 
AN EL THAM private school is school's city-based year 9 cam­
driving plans to set up a new pus had shown the benefits 
school to cater to working students could get from studying 
parents in the city. in a "resource-rich" environ­
Eltham College principal Dr ment in the heart of the city. 

David Warner said the Mel• "Part of the experience we 
bourne CityE~~,l X;~i,.'h; ! ,~ing i~

0
that we've grown up in 

the city," he said. "We've seen 
how the students have grown 
from that experience. What we 
will also see ... is that students 
will be able to spend time out in 
the Green Wedge."' 
The new school is already tak· 

ing enrolments - fees begin at 
$16,000 - and will start with a 

prep year in 2009. Dr Warner 
said the school had three poss­
ible sites in mind, including one 
near RMIT and Melbourne 
universities. 

He said the new school would 
be based on the forward-thinking 
philosophy pursued at Eltham 
College since it opened in 1973. 



.D.\J '-~pder 

News .2.\,\ ioo'<S 

Civic centre 
forecast 
withdrawn 
NILLUMBIK Council has backflipped on a 
forecast figure that predicted a windfall 
from the mooted sale of its civic centre site. 
The inclusion of the $17.8.5 million forecast 

for the land sale in 201().11, contained in the 
draft Council Plan 2007-2011, drew criticism 
from some councillors and the Friends of 
Apollo Parkways, as reported in the DV 
Leader last week. 

References to the figure have been removed 
from the amended council plan adopted at 
last week's council meeting. 

Deputy Mayor Peter Yates told the DV 
Leader the inclusion of the figure in the draft 
plan might have given the impression the 
land sale was a certainty. 

"It doesn't need to be in there until 
someone makes a decision." Cr Yates said. 
The Greensborough site's sale would fund 

the council's new civic centre in Eltham, 
estimated to cost $16.9 million. 
A decision has yet to be made abcmt the sale 

and the project is still up for community 
consultation. 
■ Civic centre anger: Page 8 

Budget passed 
NILLUMBIK Council has adopted its next 
Budget, despite the objections of three 
councillors. 
Councillors Howard Bulmer, Bo Bendtsen 

and Helen Coleman voted against adopting 
the Budget, which will see an increase of 
6 per cent in rates and charges, at last week's 
council meeting. 
Deputy Mayor Peter Yates told the DV 

Leader the $.36.5 million Budget would meet 
the challenges the cowiciJ faced in a respon­
sible manner. 
"We've spread that money around the 

wards, even with those councillors who have 
never supported the Budget," Cr Yates said. 

Permits to stay 
PARKING meters will not be installed on the 
new Eltham circulatory road. 
Nillumbik Wingrove Ward councillor Greg 

Johnson said cowicil officers would investi­
gate extending a permit-based system for the 
all•day parking needs of Eltham traders and 
their staff. 

He said the decision to have council officers 
investigate the permit system would "put an 
end to speculation about parking meters for 
Eltham". 
Cr Johnson said increased parking demand 

from people using the Eltham station meant 
a permit system would help provide con­
tinued parking for traders and employees. 
A report to the council is expected next 

month. 



Enquiries: 
Telephone: 
Reference: 

Neville Slade 
9433 3129 
80/18/004 

5 September 2008 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re: Our Civic Future Project 

NJLLUMBIK 
TH• GR •l[N W 1[00. •HI R• 

I write to inform you of Council 's recent decision in relation to the Our Civic 
Future Project. 

You may have been involved in the recent community consultation on the 
draft Master Plan for the Apollo Parkways precinct in Greensborough and the 
concept design for a new building at 895 Main Road, Eltham. 

Council received 223 submissions and two petitions in response to this 
consultation and about 35 submitters made presentations to the Policy and 
Services Committee on 12 August 2008. 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 26 August, Council decided to refer all 
investigations, research , documentation and the outcomes of community 
consultation on the Civic Centre project to a future Council for consideration. 

The very clear message that emerged from the recent public consultation is 
that any move to Eltham should not be at the cost of an overdevelopment of 
the Civic Drive site. Other key themes included loss of open space and trees, 
impact upon neighbourhood character and the density of proposed housing, 
increased traffic adding to further congestion, car parking, the inequity of the 
funding model, with the burden seen to be unfairly borne by Apollo Parkways 
residents, the level of financial detail available and cost escalations. 
Concerns were also raised regarding the Reference Group and consultation 
processes. 

Further work would need to be done to ensure that robust project, financial 
and risk management principles are applied , along with a comprehensive 
consultation framework that seeks to engage more with the Apollo Parkways 
community and also residents of the wider Shire. 

Council has rejected Versions C and D of the Apollo Parkways Precinct 
Master Plan due to their housing density and other issues that were raised in 
submissions. It has also recommended that any further work on the project 
that may be undertaken by a future Council should involve an investigation of 
new funding models to spread the financial cost across the Shire and also to 
consider reconvening the Community Reference Group that was appointed to 
work on the Apollo Parkways Precinct Master Plan. 

../2 
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There has been recognition that the proposition for a new Civic Centre in 
Eltham has merit and that Council would be seen as a leader in environmental 
best practice by building a six-star energy rated facility that responds well to 
the Eltham site and its surrounds. However, it is acknowledged that there was 
a very clear, strong message from submitters that the Apollo Parkways 
Master Plan is an overdevelopment of the site. 

Given the magnitude of the project, this Council has progressed as far as it 
reasonably can. It is appropriate for an incoming Council to determine the 
next steps in the project and the additional work required . 

All information relating to this project. including copies of consultants' reports , 
Council Meeting Minutes and the report that Council considered at its last 
meeting on 26 August 2008, will continue to be available on Council's 
website. However, in the event that you would like to obtain hard copies of 
any relevant documents, please either contact Jon Miller on 9433 3119 -
email jonathon.miller@nillumbik.vic.gov.au or myself on 9433 3129 - email 
neville.slade@nillumbik.vic.gov.au and the relevant documents will be mailed 
to you. 

On beha~ of Council , thank you for your involvement and interest in this 
project. As a member of the community that has shown an interest in the 

~ouncil will keep you informed of any future developments that may 

~ 
Neville Slade 
Manager, 
Major Projects & Business Services 

Eltham District Histor ica l Society (allhamt1lstory.oig.au 



Enquiries: 
Telephone: 
Reference: 

5 October 2007 

Nevi lle Slade or Andrew Port 
9433 3119 or 943331 29 
80/181004 

Russell Yeoman 
Secretary 
Eltham District Historical Society 

Dear Russell Yeoman 
Secretary 

Re: Civic Centre Project 

NI LL UM BI K 
THS G"SSH WSDGS S Hl"S 

I write to thank you for your recent submission to Council on the Civic Centre 
project. After reading all submissions and hearing presentations at the Policy 
and Services Committee meeting on 11 September 2007, Council at its meeting 
on 25 September 2007, decided to proceed with more detailed work on this 
project. 

Having weighed up all the issues, Council has concluded that the best option is 
to consider building a new Civic Centre on the former Shire office site in Eltham 
and has, therefore, formally resolved to proceed with work on a design for a 
new Civic Centre in Eltham. 

As a result of submissions from Apollo Parkways residents, Council has also 
formally resolved to amend the financing proposal for the project, which was 
initially proposed to be entirely from the sale of surplus Council land at Civic 
Drive, Greensborough. Council has resolved that it will consider some other 
funding options, as long as these other options do not result in a rates increase. 

Council has also resolved to undertake the development of a Master Plan for 
the Apollo Parkways precinct, including the Diamond Hills Reserve. The plan 
will give guidance to Council on protecting the character and amenity of the 
precinct, the upgrading of parks and public facilities, and development options 
for surplus land. 

All of the above work is expected to be reported back to Council by May next 
year, and decisions on the project will be taken then. In summary, Council has 
now moved to a stage of gathering more information. 

Council has not resolved: 

• To sell land at Civic Drive, or; 

• To build a new Civic Centre in Eltham 

Nillumbik Shire Council Civic Drive (PO Box 476), Greensborough Vic 3088 Telephone: 9433 3111 
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The recent reports to Council's Policy and Services Committee and the full 
Council meeting , including the responses to submissions, can be accessed on 
Council"s website at www. nillumbik.vic.gov.au if you require more detailed 
information concerning Council's recent decision. 

There will be opportunities for local residents to become involved or stay 
informed with the project, the details of which are now being finalised and will 
be forwarded to you shortly. 

I sincerely thank you for your interest and input into what is a major and 
complex project, and I would urge you to maintain an interest in the processes 
that will take place in the near future. 

Yours sincerely 

Cr. Warwick Leeson 
Mayor 

Eltham District Histor ica l Society (elthamhistory .org.au) 



The Mayor and Councillors. 
Shire ofNillumbik 
Civic Centre. 
Greensborough. 3088. 

Dear Councillors, 

Birrarung 
Kangaroo Ground. 3087. 

17/04/09 

Ref Former Eltham Shire Office Site. 
Main Road. Eltham. 

The site readily lends itself to be retained for The Common Good. 
Parking is currently availab le on the upper level , easily accessible from the Main 
Road and the Elderly Citizens Centre also The kindergarten. Whilst the lower level 
is accessible to the Library and Community Health Centre. 

Now to the middle level. The site of the original Shillinglaw Cottage and 
existing Shillinglaw Trees. 

Hav.ing been instrumental in the preservation of the Cottage I am proposing to 
the Council that the middle level site be preserved as the Shillinglaw Park. It would 
be possible to build a gazebo, provide some seating, maybe a BBQ and plant some 
shade trees on this site. replant the grass, all to the benefit of users of the surrounding 
areas. 

This should be at little cost to the Shire and provide a benefit to the district. 
Maybe as the living War Memorial is adjacent, so too a green oasis could become a 
fitting living memorial 10 the Firefighters and Volunteers of the district. 

Please give this proposal your earnest consideration .. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs D. Bassett-Smith. 

ElthamDlstrictHistorical Society(ellhamhistoryorg.au) 



Eltham District Historical Society 
Incorporated No. A0816285F 

Local History Centre 
728 Main Road (PO Box 137) Eltham Victoria 3095 Australia 

Email: edhs1@bigpond.rom Website: www.tinyutcom/elthamdhs 

1 Aug_ust 2009 

Mr Bill Forest 
Chief Executive Officer 
Nillumbik Shire Council 
PO Box478 
Greensborough 3088 

Dear Mr Forest, 

Former Eltham Shire Office Srte 
Main Road Eltham 

This Society has considered a letter to the Council by Diana Bassett-Smith requsting that the 
firmer Eltham Shire Office srte be preserved as public parkland that commemorates itsear1ier role 
as the site of Shillinglaw Cottage, The Society supports utilization of the site in this way as a 
fitting recognrtion of the historical importance of the site and a memorial to the Shillinglaw family, 

Shillinglaw Cottage was removed from this site in 1964 to provide a srte for the now demolished 
shire office, Until that time rt had been owned and occupied by successive members of the 
Shillinglaw family for about 90 years, The removal of the cottage and re-erebtion on iys present 
site was funded by communrty donations_ The only remaining link on the site with the Shillinglaw 
occupation is the three cypress trees that stood at the front of the cottage, It is appreciated that 
one of these trees is nearing the end of its life, The trees are covered by a heritage over1ay under 
the planning scheme and rts important that the two healthier trees are protected and preserved, 

This Society holds the remaining funds of the former Shillinglaw Cottage Preservation Committee 
and rt has been intended to apply the funds to some filting commemoration of the Shillinglaw 
family and sottage once the future of this site is decided by the Council, 

We can think of no better use of the srte than the Sillinglaw Park suggested by Diana Bassett­
Smith, This would assist in the preservation of the trees and also provide an assured home for 
the Eltham Market which currently uses the srte, 

We are happy to provide any addrtional information needed by Council or to discuss the matter if 
required_ Please ring me on 0409 021 063 to inrtiate either of these options, 

Yours faithfully 

Russell Yeoman 
Secretary 

i JS" Mlrt N ~D 

~-cMM 
Eltham Dist,ict Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 



Enquiries: 
Telephone: 
Reference: 
Doc ID: 

12 August 2009 

Lynne Gullan 
9433 3101 
M006/00/895Q 
C242130 

Mr Russell Yeoman 
Secretary 
Eltham District Historical Society 
PO Box 137 
EL THAM VIC 3095 

Dear Mr Yeoman 

Re: Former Eltham Shire Office site 

NILLUMBIK 

Thank you for your letter dated 1 August 2009 regarding the above. Your 
suggestion of preserving the former Eltham Shire Office site as public parkland 
commemorating its earlier role as the site of Shillinglaw Cottage has been noted. I 
have also forwarded a copy of your letter to each Councillor for their information. 

You may be aware that the site has been rezoned from the Business 2 Zone to 
Public Purposes Local Government, and as such this more broadly reflects a view 
that the highest and best use for the land would reflect some public usage, rather 
than parkland, having regard also to the extent of existing public open space such 
as Alistair Knox Park and the Eltham oval in the immediate vicinity. 

Council has not formed a view on the future use of the site at the moment, 
however, the current zoning would not necessarily exclude the possibility of some 
aspect of the site being used to recognise its historical past if that was considered 
appropriate. Council would be in a better position to determine that when it forms a 
view on the future usage of the site, recognising also that there is an existing 
Heritage Overlay on part of the land in relation to the Shillinglaw trees. 

Whilst Council has determined that a new Civic Centre will not be built on the 
former Eltham Shire Office site and its future use has not yet been resolved , I can 
assure you that any decision regarding future use of the site will be done in 
consultation with the community. 

Thank you for your interest in this matter. 

Yours sincerely 

Bill Forrest 
Chief Executive Officer 

Nillumbik Shire Council Civic Drive (PO Box 476), Greensborough Vic 3088 Telephone: 9433 3111 
Facsimile: 9432 9559 Email: nillumbik@nillumbik.vic.gov.au Website: www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
Nillumbik is proud to be SafetyMAP accredited and a Waste Wise organisation. 

ElthamDistr,ctHistorical Society(ellhamhisloty.org.au) 
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ELlHAM 

Hotel mooted for site 
BrittanyShanahan 

A MULTIMILLION-dollar 
redevelopment to a suburban 
precinct, which would in­
clude a 120-room hotel, could 
kickoff as early as this year. 

Ntllumbik.Councilplansto 
offload surplus land to pay off 
its $13.46 million debt, includ­
ing the old shire office site on 
Main Rd in Eltham. 

Mayor Peter Clarke is hop­
ing for a hotel to be built by 

Unused council land could also house a big convention centre and art gallery 
developers on the site, which 
would also include a conven­
tion centre and art gallery. 

He said a feasibility study 
had been completed and indi­
cated it could be a low level 
structure with 120 rooms. 

He said there had been no 
design work done yet and op­
tions could be explored. 

Community consultation 
could start this year. 

Cr Clarke said the idea 
stemmed from conversations 
with the arts community, in­
cluding Sigmund Jorgenson, 
son of Montsalvat founder 
Justus Jorgensen. 

Cr Clarke said external 
consultants believed it would 
be sustainable. 

The plan is part of the El­
tham Town Centre redevel­
opment. 

It has been broken up into 
sections - medical, recreatio­
nal, commercial, transport 
and old shire offices site -
which would include major 
conbibutions from the pri­
vate sector for the revamp. 

A private hospital could 
also be in the pipeline. 

Cr Clarke said he would 
like to replace extra train sta­
bling with car parking at El· 

tham Train Station before 
building one to two levels 
above the carpark for medi­
cal uses. 

"ln those precincts we're 
looking at about a $120 mil­
lion upgrade using private 
sector funds," Cr Clarke said. 

"The Council is not looking 
to borrow anything. 

"We will sell land and end 
up using that to pay off debt." 
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HOTTOPIC 
Fwy,upiiseand~ 
for Ellham development 
RE: Grand plan for Ettham'sjewel 
(F-7) 

RESIDENTS in Nillumbik are 
absolutely furious. 

We live in the green wedge for a 
reason. We pay some of the highest 
rates in Victoria. What are they 
using this rates money for? 

We don't even get a weekly bin 
collection for more than $3000 per 
year. 

Friends of mine have been 
putting posters around promoting 
opposing the land sales and they 
keep mysteriously being ripped 
down overnight. 

This council is so out of touch 
with its voters and it's scary that 
they can get away with selling 
these environmental assets. 

We often have kangaroos and 
kookaburras in the reserve near 
us. 

Once they are gone they are gone 
forever. 

I don't usually get worked up by 
many issues, but this is actually a 
disgrace. 

diamondvalleyleader.com.au 
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''YOURIAY 
Yoo did not explain that many 
of these small and medium 
reserves are not just urused 
spare blod<s of land but are 
partoftheshire-widenetwon< 
of waldng trades and passive 
open spaces. 

effectively against any councillor 
whosupportsthesaleofanypublic 
reserve wtless such specific sale is 
supported by all affected residents. 

You did not do your due diligence 
in informing us why these reserves 
had been put aside and protected in 
the first place. Did you ask? 

Why were they worth putting 
aside for open space when fewer 
people lived.here but are 
considered disposable as the 
population increases? 

You did not tell us how future 
generations in this shire are to 
benefit by your selling off 

GREAT decision by council I for after your residents instead of election that you wanted to sell our increasingly precious open space 
one can't stand paying extra rates bowing down to the vocal minority. reserves- this is Nillumbik, after as our suburb becomes cluttered by 
to keep vacant blocks. RICHARD STOCKMAN. Facaboolc alL This is Eltham. If you had done more cars and medium density 

Exceptionally high rates was the so, you would not have been housing. 
CATH Ma.ARDY. ernal number one issue with the majority AN OPENlettertoNillumbik elected. You did not explain that many of 

ofNillumbik residents when l was Council: Dear mayor and You will be removed from the these small and medium reserves 
Wdlristnn:lt,ythe~ds ■ door knocking about 15 months ago councillors ofNillumbik Shire council at the earliest possible are not just unused spare blocks of 
oftheAI.IMiinf'le!isCDl.ld (a lot of these residents are elderly You did not co me and ask us first opportunity-you can be assured land but are part of the shire-wide 
=~~~~IIM! and not on Facelx>ok). ifwe valued.or used our reserves. that affected. residents will network of walking tracks and 
~ortheauda~ Well done Nillumbik for looking You did not say at the last council campaign vigorously and passive open spaces. 
orplu,e(02)92611930 
Forri.therlnfomlitlonprescouncl.orpu c=Leader(.ommunltyNews,...-vathertpttoedltletten.Lettanshud~1ful,un,e,aM-w,emallad«wandda)'tlme~-

EllhamO,w,c1H,stoncillSociety(elth&mh,sto<y.<><g.&U) 
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BLACK SA'I\IRDAY 

The devastation on that February day in 2009 will always stay in Steve Warrington's mind. He recalls the tragedy 

Learning from the fateful day 
EVERY time I wear my CFA The events of that Satur­
dress uniform, I make sure I day spilt into Sunday. as 
pin a yellow tibbon to my crews worked through the 
jacket. The tibbon was from night and barely stopped in 
the campaign organised. by thedaysafter. 
the Herald Sun in the days The Black Saturday trage­
after Victoria's worstnatural dy and the intense emotions 
disaster, Black Saturday, that accompany it had a pro­
nine years ago (on February found impact on those in the 
7). CFAonthatday.Ireflectonit 

In those days after the hor- a lot and seldom does a day 
rifle fires, yellow ribbons pass that something about 
werewominashowofunity the day doesn't cross my 
and hope and to commemor- mind. 
atethel73peoplewhodiedon The CFA charter is to pro-
thatday. tect lives and property and 

I still wear that yellow rib- there remains a sense in me, 
bon because while the years and probably others, that we 
may pass, I will never forget didn't uphold our duty to the 
thedevastatingeventsofthat community. 
February and never lose As the years have passed, 
sight of the significance of that sense of grief has been 
Black Saturday on both the channelled into a detenni­
Victorian community and nation to ensure we keep 
the Country Fire Authority. learning and keep evolving. 

With time, our memories Black Saturday was an un-
becomefaded,details become precedented occurrence that 
lost, but I know for many in reset standards inter­
our ranks the details remain nationally; and as a fire ser­
eerily clear: the ferocious vice,wehadtoreview.reflect 
heat and winds, then the andimproveonwhatwedid. 
fires, so many fires followed Those fires didn't operate 
by wave after wave of fren- by any playbook we were ac­
zied and hectic activity from customed to: the science and 
emergency responders tried-and-tested methods to 
across Victoria, desperately comer and extinguish blazes 
tryingtoprotectlives. were no match for the fer-

El,ha m O,stnct H1stc,r,cal Socie t~ (e l1hamh1story .o,Q.au) 

The Black Saturday bushflres. Picture: ALEX COPPEL 

ocity of February 7. 2009. Con­
ventional firefighting 
practice and procedure, all 
the advice and information 
we had in our arsenal. were 
no match for Black Saturday. 

And it wasn't just here in 
Victoria. Those fires rede-

fined how wildfires are 
understood and mapped and 
also reset fire standards in 
many jurisdictions. 

I understand that the force 
of nature was such that we 
simply could not compete; we 
were outfoxed by a devilish 

inferno on that fateful day. 
But even the most pragmatic 
of us carries a sense of bur­
den because of the lives lost. 

The impact of that day, 
whlch claimed so many lives 
and razed about 2000 homes, 
is immense. 

It will continue to weigh 
heavily on us and many in 
the CFA family continue to 
carry a profound sense of 
loss. As an organisation, we 
had to reset. rethink, redo 
and replan to make sure the 
community could rely on us 
in the future. 

We have learnt much from 
that fateful day and while it is 
doubtful we will ever master 
the capacity to control our 
fire-prone and often unpre­
dictable landscape, the com­
munity should take comfort 
in the fact we have some of 
the best firefighters in the 
world ready to protect people 
and property. 

We will continue to build 
our knowledge and capa­
bility so we are ready when 
fire comes to our door. 

When I fix that yellow rib­
bon to my uniform, it serves 
as a visible and poignant re­
minder of the tragedy of 
Black Saturday, but I also 
know I speak for many in the 
CFA whenlsaywecarrythe 
memories ofso many with us 
all the time and that wills us 
to always strive to be better 
prepared. 

Steve Warrington is Chief Offi. 
cer of the Country Fire Authority 
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LETTER OF THE WEEK 

Plan to fight council on ·land sell-off 
I LIVE opposite one of the reserves -
Renshaw St- and do not want it sold 
as it would be likely to end up with 
more than one house or unit on it. 

It is on a bend and at the top of a 
hill. 

Youdidnottell us how much the 
consultation process is costing 
ratepayers • ••measured in our time 
and distress as well as in the 
council's administrative budget. 

You have already admitted that 
your scheme will be "unpopular". 
You are correct. 

Wedonotwantit. 
You did not tell us how you can 

already be planning to spend big 
sums on infrastructure projects 
(mos tare actually "structure 
projects"), few of them near the 
places where land iseannarked for 

We don't need any more houses 
with cars accessing this area to cause 
more congestion. 

The council talks of the reserves as 
being "unused land" but many 
contain significant trees and home 

like40 or 50 years from now. It is 
not your job nor your right to sell 
off our common land. Once sold, 
gone forever. 

ANDREW LEMON, Eltham 

I THINK financial responsibility is 
important, and selling unused land 
for development to fund unfunded 
priorities isa terrific way to give 
the community what it wants 
without putting us into further 
debt. 

NARELLECAMPBELLFacebook 

sale, when at the same time you are COUNCIL has advertised its 
railing against debt carried by the intention to sell 17 parcels of land in 
shire. the shire that have been owned by 

Why do we need a commercial us, the ratepayers, for many years. 
palace on the old shire site in This intention appeared in the 
Eltham? hard copy edition of the Diamnrul 

You did not tell us who stands to Valley leader that was on the 
benefit financially from these streets by the afternoon ofTuesday, 
plans. It is not us. January 30. 

Where is your policy for So council must have submitted 
enhancing our reserves, caring for the copy well before councillors 
them properly, maintaining them had a chance to debate this issue 
in an environmentally appropriate during the council meeting that 
way,makingthemplacesin which same night. 
we all take pride? Thisisnotdueprocessand 

None ofus has a crystal ball into augurs badly for this council 
the future. You have no idea of elected onpromisesofopenand 
whatourne4W,1;1,Q~IOOJJil~l!Qk.y(ol1~m~ovemment. 

for wildlife or are used for walking 
tracks. A number of my neighbours 
and my family are banding together 
to fight the council over the 
proposed sale of our reserve 

JENNIFERAMBRUDGE. Eltham 

Clearly this is a pro-development 
council. 

Though some blocks have little 
environmental merit, many are 
treed and people use them for 
access and open space. 

In many cases the environment 
will suffer should they be 
developed. Public open space is 
vital for health and wellbeing. 

Furthermore, most ratepayers 
would consider selling off 
community owned assets to be 
fiscally irresponsible. 
irresponsibility on a par with 
charging Diamond Valley Railway, 
a commercial business, a 
peppercorn rental for use of our 
valuable asset, Eltham Lower Park. 
Or indeed hosting an extravagant 
gala cocktail event to which few 
ratepayers were invited. 

This is a sorry state of affairs, it is 
poor governance and akin to selling 
offthefamilyfann. 

HENRY HASZLER FOR FRIENDS OF 
NaMIII( 

WELL, I live in Eltham and I for 
one would like sewerage. Soifthey 
have to sell off some land to do it, 
then so beit. 
JACQUIE BEUCHAMBERS. Facebook 

Drop and duplicate 
RE Rail pain set to go on 
(diamondvalleyleader.com.au) 

DROP the railway line and have a 
bridge over the top to try and keep 
the traffic moving. 

OIRISTINE DUO.OS. Fac.ebook 

WE NEED to make this an election 
issue. As a marginal seat, we might 
be in with a chance. 

NATHANPAN.Facebook 

WITH only a couple of trains an 
hour and only a single track, it's 
nowhere near as high priority as 
some of the genuinely busy level 
crossings. 

CATH FISHER. Facebook 

WE urgently need duplication so 
that we can have reasonable 
frequency of services on our line. 

Onceyou·repastEltham,it 
seems as though we no longer exist. 

SARAH LE PAGE, Facabook 

IT desperately needs to be 
removed. 

The bottleneck every day there is 
out of control. Hate it with a 
passion. 

KIRSTYHOPLEY,Facebook 

CAN increase train services online 
without creating more traffic 
delays and reduce danger oflevel 
crossing. 

SIMONVDV.Facebook 

DUPLICATE the line at the same 
time. There'sincreasedroadand 
train usage in this area. 

JOLEPORE,Facebook 

WE NEED this more than some 
shebang thing in Eltham. 

SAMANTHA MCCALL Facebook 

+ 
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BR10Es LEFT IN LIMBO 
THE popular International of 
Brighton is shutting its doors after 
being bought by a Chinese 
developer and it's left brides-to-be 
scrambling. 

WATCH ON WEAPONS 
POLICE say they will charge 
anyone found to have illegal 
weapons after it was revealed 
armed vigilantes are patrolling a 
Cranbourne street in response to 
esc.alating crime. 

FOODIE FUN FOR CHILDREN 
THE new $80 million dining 
precinct at Mill Park"s Westfield 
Plenty Valley is almost open for 
business, and children will be the 
first to road test the new food and 
fun. 

PAIN OVER HOT ROD HEIST 
A DEVASTATED Lyndhurst man 
has described the pain of coming 
home from holiday to find his rare 
and distinctive 1923 Ford T Bucket 
hot rod had been stolen. 

For all your local news go to 
leadernews.com.au 
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Plans for site urged 
Brittany Shanahan Call for 'substantial community benefit' in project 
NlLLUMBIK Council is Cr Clarke said it would 
"testing the market", calling have to provide a "substan­
for expressions of interest to tial community benefit" 
develop the old Eltham shire which could include an 
office site which has left part amphitheatre or a significant 
ofthecommunityseeingred. artgallery. 

Mayor Peter Clarke said "I'm not keen to put it on 
the council planned to short- the market and get a stan­
listabout fivedevelopersand dard. vanilla residential de­
ask them to prepare a pro- velopment. We need to have 
posal for 895 and 903-7 Main outcomes that are vision­
Rd,El~..:,,,_,,_,.,......, 1.,._,!1?•"hesaid. 

All councillors, except for 
John Dumaresq, supported 
the plan. "I think it's ironic 
we're bringing this up on the 
day we look at Graysharps 
Rd where we saw it was inap­
propriate to have a residen­
tial development in the 
middle of Hurstbridge," Cr 
Dumaresq said. 

"They'll buy site for $1 and 
they'll give us a 1600s gm art 

gallery and a space such as 
An7.ac square, then we'll pay 
for that with six to seven sto­
reys of residential apart­
mentsinEltham." 

Deputy Mayor Karen Egan 
saidanartgallerywasthetop 
priority for residents she 
spoke to in an economic de­
velopment meeting. Cr Peter 
Perkins said it was "worth 
seeing what's possible". 

Eltham Community Ac­
tion Group president Carlota 
Quinlan said community 
consultation on the potential 
land sale of the site Wdn't 
close until September 16 and 
there had been no mention of 
the social and environmental 
historyofthesite. 

"As with the vote on the 
sale of reserves, it appears 
the process had already been 
set in motion before the vote 
was taken," she said. 



Approach under fire 
AN ADVERTISEMENT to 
"revitalise" the old Eltham Shire 
office site has sent some residents 
into a tailspin as it ignores key 
features of the site, they say. 

Eltham preschool, senior citizens 
hall, maternal and child health 
centre, war memorial and three 
100-year-old Shillinglaw trees were 
leftofftheadvertisement, which 
has raisod eyebrows. 

Some have questioned whether 

Council plans for historic shire site raises eyebrows 
they are valued and if they will 
remain on the site. 

The notice says the site at895 and 
907 Main Rd, Eltham, is 
surrounded by a plethora of retail, 
brimming with parks and running 
tracks. "The development will need 
to reflect Eltham's unique sense of 
place ... it would also need to 
provide public spaces that could 
support community uses," it stated. 

The Eltham District Historical 

Society was "disappointed" the 
historical valueoftheEltham War 
Memolialand the Shillinglaw trees 
weren't disclosed. 

"Our society is of the finn 
opinion that the original Eltham 
War Memorial complex of 
buildings including the entrance 
gates should not be sold, nor 
demolished,"thesociety said in a 
statement. 

"These(Shillinglaw)trees 

represent a navigational beacon 
between the past, present and 
future landscape and history of the 
district and are covered by a 
heritage overlay." 

Eltham state Labor MP Vicki 
Ward said women ofEltham and 
surrounding townships helped 
build the Eltham preschool, 
memorial hall and senior citizens 
hall after World War II. 

She said it was a symbol of how 

they held their families together 
while husbands, brothers and 
fathers fought in the war. 

"I am frustrated at Nillumbik 
Council's approach to selling this 
land. Council processes should 
start with thecommunity,not with 
big developers," Ms Ward said. 

Nillumbik Council Mayor Peter 
Clarke told the Lrotkrthey were in 
"very early stages" ofwor~ with 
the private sector to consider 
options to revitalise the "run­
down" site. 



' 

Our plan for a 
revitalised Eltham 
The old Shire Office site at 895 Main Road Eltham, has sat vacant for over 
20 years. The adjoining property at 903 - 907 houses the senior citizens, 
maternal and child health, preschool and cenotaph. These buildings 
constructed in the 50s and 60s are old and tired. Our community deserves 
a modern kindergarten, maternal and child health facilities and a cenotaph 
precinct that accommodates RSL commemorations and improved spaces 
for community markets. 

To achieve an Ettham style precinct, which includes information, arts and 
cultural services and a range of social, community and every day business 
activities we are considering a joint venture arrangement with the private 
sector so there will be no cost to ratepayers. This means we will remain in 
control of any re-development throughout the process. 

Commercial development such as retirement living, aged care, tourist 
accommodation, conference facilities or retail, could be developed on parts 
of this site to fund the new vision. 

We have always been clear that any proposal will need to reflect 
Eltham's unique sense of place and character 

and meet our criteria of 

~ ! @ 
linkages to the retain the cenotaph a community 

library. train station and and enhanced building 
town centre civic plaza (possibly an art gallery) 

~ ~ ~ 
$1.5 million for retain historical environmentally 

Council to relocate the trees and create sustainable design 
preschool and a landscaped principles within 

maternal and child environment the current 
health centre planning scheme 

To make sure this is even possible, we are seeking expressions of interest 
for an initial concept so that we have something to take to you for input. 

We're also looking forward to working with the preschool, maternal and 
child health and senior citizens to create an exciting new purpose built 
facilities that they can call home located nearby. 

We are committed to getting this right; the whole process is being overseen 
by an expert advisory panel including a probity auditor. This will enable us to 
deliver on our vision of making Nillumbik the most liveable Shire in Australia. 

rJ nillumb1kcounc1l ~ @mllumb1ksh1re JI n1llumb1k vie gov.au 
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EL THAM COMMUNITY TOWN MEETING 
SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER 4-Spm Senior Citizens Hall, 903 Main Road, Eltham 

Developers have put in proposals for our community land and buildings- the old Shire 

Office Site; and demolition of the historical Elthom Living War Memorial Buildings 
A developer will want to build high density accommodation, along with shops or similar, covering all of the 1 hectare 

of OUR community space at 895 - 907 Main Road, Eltham 

OUR TOWN, OUR COMMUNITY - LET'S NOT LET THEM DESTROY IT! 

Speakers Include: 

Bill McKenna, Past President - Montmorency-Eltham RSL 

Jim Connor, President - Eltham District Historical Society 

Eltham Pre School Committee - site user for over 62 years ' www.elthamaction.org.au 

Facebook/savecommunityreserves 

#SaveElthamTown 

Be informed, unite and be heard! 



Eltham 
Community 

Action 
Group 

Eltham Community Action Group 
consists of locals who are active in the 
Eltham community and who work to 
protect and maintain its character. 

We take an interest in local planning 
issues and seek to ensure that when 
change does happen, it reflects 
community values and the best of 
local Eltham character. 

To find out more, or donate, please 
visit our website elthamaction.orq.au, 
search for us on Facebook or email us 
at elthamcag@yahoo.com or to PO 
Box 4, Eltham 

You can subscribe to our newsletter 
here. 



Should we now let a developer bulldoze 
a War Memorial? 

The Council wants developers to use 
public land including: the old Shire Office 
site(Scene of public outcry in the 1990's), the 62 

year old Eltham preschool, senior 
citizens hall, matemal and child health 
centre & war memorial hall Parents, 
children, senior citizens and others using 
these public buildings would need to 
make way for commercial interests with 
some community facilities built on 
'residual land' according to Council. 

The War Memorial hall, 60 year old Eltham 
preschool , maternal and child health centre 
was built by the War Memorial Trust as a 
'Living Memorial' for future generations, to 
recognise those who fought in WW2 .The 
fundraising for the buildings and land came 
from the 7,000 Eltham Shire residents in the 
1940's & 50's.Sold to Council for £1 This 
Memorial needs our protection from 
developers who will clear, build and leave. 
You can write, call or email your local 
Councillor or the Mayor about your 
concems. Council Office 9433 3111 

Donate to ECAG so that we can continue to 
fight on your behalf. 

Banking details: BSB 633-000 NC 141 735 845 



An essay addressed to the Councillors of Nillumbik Shire, October 2018: 

About the Eltham War Memorial and the adjacent community-owned sites in 
Eltham that the Council threatens to sell 

'I wonder how many of you will remember our beginnings?' 
Mrs Cairns Officer, first President of the Eltham War Memorial Trust, 
reminiscing 20 years later, in 1965. 

Who was 'Mrs Cairns Officer'? 

Louise Officer (1888-1968) was one of the most distinguished and politically 
powerful women in Victoria in her time. She was an empire loyalist, long-term senior 
vice president of the conservative Victoria League and the Australian Women's 
National League, a consistent advocate statewide for children's health and welfare, 
and for country library services. An Eltham resident from 1936, she presided over 
numerous district service and political organisations. In 1945, on the foundation of 
the Eltham branch of the liberal Party of Australia, she became secretary and 
delegate to its state council. 

Mrs Officer and her husband, Adam Cairns Officer, lived at lavender Park, Eltham - a 
large timber house, on ten acres on the Diamond Creek opposite Eltham Lower Park. 
When they left Eltham for Tasmania in 1951, the property was sold and the grounds 
were subsequently subdivided. Though many others shared in the Eltham War 
Memorial story, Mrs Cairns Officer was its motive force. 

These are 'the beginnings' she was recalling: 

Eltham's War Memorial 
Eltham's Progress Society, at a well-attended meeting yesterday, decided 
that its war memorial should take the form of a baby health centre, with a 
creche and a children's library. More than £300 was subscribed, and a 
committee will take in hand the raising of the necessary extra money and the 
selection of a site. 
Argus, (Melbourne}, 28 March 1945 

Seven months later. .. 

Health Centre as War Memorial 
A Baby Health Centre as a war memorial is planned at Eltham. Efforts to 

raise funds have begun ... 
Herald (Melbourne},~21 Novembe,1945. 

Eltham District Hislo<ical Society (elthamhistory.{)(g_au) 



When the NiUumbik Shire Council in January 2018 voted to take the first steps to 
destroy the E1tham War Memorial and its associated buildings, did the councillors 
really understand what they proposed destroying? Did they know the difference 
between this remarkable memorial and the RSL obelisk that now sits at the front of 
the site? Did they know why this memorial differs from all the rest - the other, more 
conventional memorials in the Shire that we honour and maintain? 

{let's call the site and the concept the 'Eltham War Memorial' for reasons of 
historical accuracy and consistency. Other titles and functions have been part of its 
collective history including Baby Health Centre, Infant Health Centre, Creche, 
Children's Library, War Memorial Hall and the current Eltham Pre-School and the 
Eltham Maternal and Child Health Centre.) 

The Eltham War Memorial is unique, not just in the shire. It is the only one of its kind 
in Victoria.1 It is a family memorial. It is a town memorial. It is a people's memorial. It 

is not a military memorial. It is a memorial that came to life chiefly through the 
actions of women. It remembers and grieves for the past but because its focus is on 
children it has never, ever stopped looking towards the future. Until now. 

In practice it came into existence in 1945. And yet ever since its earliest stages there 
have been threats to the integrity of this very special memorial. 

Oh yes, every time there was a good reason to over-ride the needs of the children 
for whom it was established. The original intention was to provide spacious grounds 
in the centre of town for a Baby Health Centre, a Pre-School and a Children's Library 
set in a garden of remembrance. 

Consecutively, institutions have taken away, piece by piece, slabs of the Eltham War 
Memorial grounds. To the Country Roads Board for road widening. To the Country 
Fire Authority for a fire station. To the Elderly Citizens' Club for a meeting hall. To the 
RSL, via the local Council, to allow it to relocate its own war memorial. 

Now the Nillumbik Council seeks to grab the last portion and pretend the history 
does not matter. 

There is ignorance, and apparent confusion between the Eltham War Memorial and 
the RSL's memorial obelisk and its surrounds that now occupy much of the Main 
Road frontage. 

This RSL obelisk began life as a World War One memorial on a different location in 
Eltham and was never part of the Second World War Eltham Memorial concept. 
There are virtues in its current placement where it now enjoys its own small heritage 
overlay; with interpretive panels and added names from later military conflicts, it 

1 Elsewhere in Australia there were just three designated Second World War Memorial cr€ches - two 
in Tasmania, one in Newcastle NSW. In Victoria there were some other baby centres designated as 
'war memorials' post-WW2, but none was part of a discrete compleK of buildings dedicated to infant, 
child and maternal welfare. 
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now brings together the generations blasted by war, and is currently honoured and 
cared for - but it has been relocated twice in its existence, ending up here as 
recently as 2012 aher the controversial closure of the nearby Eltham RSL building. 

One result of that recent relocation is that Councillors, and Council officers in making 
their reports to Council, have utterly failed to research and recognise the importance 
of the separate Eltham War Memorial site whose buildings are now partially 
obscured by the formal setting in front of them. 

Ironically it is only the obelisk and immediate surrounds that are protected by the 
current heritage overlay, and which in some undefined way the council is promising 
to respect. The unique Eltham War Memorial behind is ignored. This is the place that 
needs protection. This is the place created by the community specifically to honour 
those local servicemen who gave their lives in the Second World War, for the benefit 
of 'the little ones for whom they fought and died'. 

Once again, as with the debacle over our community reserves earlier this year, 
Council and officers have failed to apply due diligence in their cavalier dismissal of 
the real significance of this property, locally and statewide. Cavalier, because the 
War Memorial status of the building complex was not even mentioned in the 
briefing paper presented to Councillors at their meeting on 30 January 2018. A 
simple referral to the Eltham District Historical Society would have put the council 
straight. 

Subsequently, in an attempt to do so, Jim Connor, President of the Society, made a 
detailed presentation to Councillors and to Council officers outlining the layered 
history of the Eltham War Memorial Complex, the Elderly Citizens' Hall, and the 
adjacent former Eltham Shire Offices site, currently also in contention. All these 
properties have a common history along with the Eltham Library, Shillinglaw 

Cottage, the trestle railway bridge and Alistair Knox Reserve, being once part of the 
historic Shillinglaw farm. 

Jim Connor told Council directly of the special purpose of this memorial as expressed 
in the words of its creators at the time: 

Those who have had a member of their family in the fighting services will 
want to see that the form of memorial we are concerned with will be a 
constant reminder to us of those who fought for us and the little ones for 

whom they fought and died. 

Was it too late when he spoke to Council? Were Councillors already committed to 
private development? Is the epitaph of their four years in office as Nillumbik 
councillors to be their grandiloquent slogan 'Millions on Pavilions'? Millions we 

don't have and which Council has sought to procure at the cost of real public assets. 
Most res-idents see such projects for what they are - vanity asserted in the face of 
clear community preference. 
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Source: EDHS Collection 

Here is a young boy holding a ceremonial spade, setting out to dig a hole - to turn 
the first sod of the Eltham War Memorial Infant Welfare Centre. It is a ceremonial 
yet human occasion. The date is 8 July 1950. 

This boy is the son of a man from our town, Theo Feldbauer, who died as a Prisoner 
of War in Japanese-occupied Borneo, just five years earlier on the infamous 
Sandakan death march. The boy could only have been four years old when he saw 
his father for the last time. He was eight when his father died. 

I am sure the boy's widowed mother is in the crowd pictured in the background of 
the photo, watching proudly. 

The boy Theodore, named for his father, has just turned thirteen. 2 Young Theo lives 
in Research with his mother and his two older teenage sisters, June and Valerie. 
Their mother, Violet Feldbauer, has been looking after them on her own since her 
husband joined the AIF in 1941 to serve in the fighting forces overseas. 

In the photo, young Theo is accompanied and gently encouraged by the state 
president of the RSL, Major Frank Stevens. It is an important day for the family and 
for Eltham. 

Here is his father, Theodore Albert 'Curly' Feldbauer, on the day he enlisted in 1941, 
as VXS1733, a soldier in the 2nd Australian Infantry Force. 

2 In some records from the time his name is incorrectly given as 'Albert Feldbauer'. His correct name 
was Theodore Henry Feldbauer. He attended Research State School from 1942. 
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I don't want to depict Curly Feldbauer as especially heroic. He was, like many of his 
compatriots who joined up during the war, an ordinary Australian doing his duty. In 
reality he saw little or no military action before his capture by the Japanese. 

Curly was born in Melbourne in 1909: his naturalised German parents moved several 
times during his chi ldhood . Before he was 20 he was living and working in the Eltham 
district. He became a well-known local sportsman. He played cricket for the 
Montmorency Imperials in 1929 and 1930 in the Eltham Cricket Association, and 
excelled as a footballer and football coach. There are press references at the time to 
minor misdemeanours and accidents: evidently he was up for a brawl or two, but he 
was also able to do a recitation at a social night to launch the Eltham Girls Club in 
1932. He married a local girl, Violet Teague, in 1933. Their first child, June, was born 
the following year. By 1935 Curly was honorary secretary of the Research Cricket 
Club. He continued playing cricket regularly, mainly for Research, through till the 
1940 season, after the war had begun. The girls started at Research State School in 
1939 and 1940 respectively. 

Violet's sister married one of the Ingram family of Research, in 1936. The Teague 
family lived in Beard Street, Eltham. 

You can see from the photo that Curly was a well-built young man, 32 years of age 
when he joined up. Despite the army short-back-and-sides, the unruly hair on top 
took him to a height of just under 6 feet. 

The Australian War Memorial records provide some bare facts about his military 
service. 

Curly was assigned to the 2/lOth Ordnance Workshops, Austra lian Corps of Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers, attaining the rank of Sergeant. Only months after his 
enlistment, Sgt Feldbauer was among the thousands of Allied troops captured by the 
Japanese in the fall of Singapore, early in 1942. His loved ones knew nothing of his 
fate until July that year, when his name appeared in the long list of those 'officially 
missing'. A glimmer of optimism revived when he was officially reported as a 
Prisoner of War in mid-1943. It proved to be a false hope. 

He was one of over 2000 Allied prisoners of war held in the Sandakan POW 
camp in north Borneo, having been transferred there from Singapore as 
part of B Force. The 1,494 POWs that made up B Force were transported 
from Changi [Singapore] on 7 July 1942 on board the tramp ship Ubi Maru, 
arriving in Sandakan Harbour on 18 July 1942. Sergeant Feldbauer, aged 35, 
died as a prisoner of the Japanese on 27 March 1945. 
Australian War Memorial 

His death was not reported in Australia until some months later. In the Age (17 
- November 194St'MRS~Fe1dbauer an-d-ram-ny wish to express-their sincere-~ 

THANKS for sympathy in the loss of their loved one. Sgt._T. A. Feldbauer, UlOth 
Batt., P.O.W., Borneo.' 
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We don't have details of his death but if Curly died of ' illness' , as recorded at the 
AWM, it was because he was one of the thousands of Australian victims of the 
infamous forced Death Marches from Sandakan, January - May 1945, of which there 
were only six survivors. 

Tuesday 27 March 1945, when the Eltham Progress Association's public meeting put 
in motion its plans to create the Eltham War Memorial Baby Health Centre, Pre­
School and Children's Library, was the exact date of Curly Feldbauer's death at 
Sandakan. 

Records from the Australian War Memorial state that Sgt Feldbauer is 
commemorated on Panel 28 of the Labuan War Memorial Cemetery in Malaysia. His 
name is included on our local RSL obelisk. But the most meaningful commemoration 
is the actual fact of the Eltham War Memorial in Main Road, Eltham, where his 

young son and namesake, Theo, officially turned the first sod and started the 
building process on that winter day in 1950- the 'constant reminder to us of those 
who fought for us and the little ones for whom they fought and died'. 

The Heart of the Shire of Eltham 

Six months after that simple ceremony, the Governor of Victoria travelled to Eltham 
to lay the foundation stone. It was rare for the State Governor to make this trek to 
our Shire. We can be sure Mrs Cairns Officer was behind the invitation. The event 
was reported in the Melbourne Age: 

Children Featured in Eltham's Day 

The Governor, (Sir Dallas Brooks) won 800 new friends yesterday when he 
told children in the shire of Eltham that they could have a holiday on Monday 
in honour of his laying the foundation stone of the Eltham war memorial. 

The Governor was greeted by officials. He met the chief guests and 

then passed along the guard of honour of guides, brownies, scouts and cubs, 
shaking hands with many of them. Then came the turn of the school children 

and they clapped and cheered for several minutes when told about the 

holiday in store for them ... 

Addressing the adults, Sir Dallas Brooks said that just as a human 

being must have a heart, so must a shire, town or city. 

"This memorial, based on the absolute determination that we of our 
generation will do our utmost for the next generation, will be the heart of 
the Shire of Eltham", he said. 
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A baby health centre Is the first part of the war memorial, and as 
finances become available other buildings will be provided. These will 

include, a creche, soldiers' rest rooms, kindergarten and children's library, 
surrounded by a Garden of Remembrance. 

Age (Melbourne), November 1950 

Violet Feldbauer died 32 years later and is buried in the Eltham Cemetery. Her 
headstone carries its one-word declaration. 'Re-United.' 

Her son, Theo junior, died in Echuca in 1999. He is buried at Taradale Cemetery. 

What will the Nillumblk Shire Council tell the families, the descendants of Curly 
Feldbauer, and of his son Theo Feldbauer who turned the first sod? The RSL stone 
obelisk is no substitute for the living Eltham War Memorial. 

The Women of Eltham 

The Eltham War Memorial Pre-School is very much a memorial created by the efforts 
of the women of Eltham. That is another particular circumstance that makes this 
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memorial special. The public-spirited men who succeeded Mrs Cairns Officer as 
president of the Trust went out of their way to emphasise that fact. 

Foremost among those men who praised her was Stanley Simpson Addison, 
distinguished resident of Kangaroo Ground, an Eltham Councillor (1949-56), Shire 
President (1952), and a president of the Eltham War Memorial Trust (from 1957). 
Addison made it his duty to be a careful chronicler of the War Memorial Trust, of 
which the Nillumbik Shire Council is so ignorant. His work has informed this account. 

Addison himself had a fine record of public service: he understood better than many 
the indirect suffering caused by war, over and above the death and injuries suffered 
by combatants. In the First World War 'he was among those selected and trained to 
inquire after missing soldiers. He served on Lemnos, at Gallipoli, in Egypt and France, 
and was mentioned in dispatches.' 3 He ls included in the Australian Dictionary of 
Biography, especially because of his work with Australian Red Cross: 

As secretary-general in 1938-39, he played a major role in preparing its early 
wartime organization and emergency services. He was assistant-director, 
Central Bureau for Prisoners of War, in 1940, chief controller of Voluntary Aid 
Detachments for the Commonwealth in 1942-47, research officer for postwar 
reconstruction in 1943 and joint secretary of the Australian Council for 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration in 1944. 

The new tragedies involving Australian prisoners of war, such as Curly Feldbauer, 
and the effects of these on their families, had particular significance for Stanley 
Addison. 

The Eltham War Memorial Trust, he always pointed out, was initiated by a woman. 
The earliest and most effective fund-raising and community consciousness raising 
was done by women. The Trust's Women's Auxiliary remained the predominant 
fund-raising body until finally its objective was achieved. 

Earlier informal discussions, and the first related fund-raising efforts by the women 
of Eltham, dated back as far 1943, maybe even earlier. Eltham District Historical 
Society has in its collection the telegram hand-delivered on 3 May 1941 to Mrs Annie 
Castledine at her home 'Araluen' on the Old Eltham Road, Lower Plenty. It informed 
her that her 26-year-old son George had been killed in action, in Greece. He was the 
first soldier from the Shire to be killed in the war. The Society has recently 
chronicled his story, which concludes with these words: 4 

3 See Australian Oictianary of Biography- http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/ addison-stanley­
simpson-9312. See also Jim Connor on Addison in Fine Spirit and Pluck: World War One stories of 

Banyule, Nil/umbik and Whittlesea, Yarra Plenty Regional library 2016. 
4 Th.e.Eltham D:istrict Historical Society website will be telling this sto_rY___Q_Q its '#Throwba~Ib!!_rsday' 

post for 8 November 2018. 
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It is in memory of George and all the other fallen soldiers of our district that 
the Eltham Women's Auxiliary first banded together to raise funds for the 
establishment of the Eltham War Memorial as a living memorial.... 

Vera Addison, Stanley's wife, later described the 1945 meeting as the culmination of 
'the activities of a small group of public-minded people . . who saw the opportunity of 
realizing a dream.' 

The Progress Association meeting appointed a sub-committee, and Mrs Cairns 
Officer took command. She enlisted the help of three men with strategic skills: local 
Eltham medico, Dr Ron Bradbury; businessman Eric Siggins;5 and a university expert 
in company law, Mr G. Rogers. To keep the purposes of the Trust on track, they 
swiftly registered a limited liability company, 'The Eltham War Memorial Trust 
Limited'. 

Decision-making powers of the Trust were vested in a 20-member Council (not to be 
confused with the Shire Council, though there was some overlap of personnel). ln 
time the RSL was invited to nominate one member of the Trust Council. 

As a legal entity, the Trust in October 1945 was able to negotiate the purchase of 1 ½ 
acres of land on Main Road from the Shillinglaw family, whose colonial cottage stood 
nearby and whose farmland still stretched from today's former CFA building to 
Bridge Street. lt was a perfect location for its purpose, near the railway line and 
potentially forming a precinct with Eltham's new Shire Hall (built in 1941 on the 
opposite side of Main Road at Arthur Street). The price paid was £1225. 

As Vera Addison later said, 

The Memorial is in a really wonderful position, and a constant reminder to 
all who pass by of the sacrifice freely given, while at the same time a Centre 
of practical service to the community. 

Fund raising for the memorial fell, as it so often did, to a Women's Auxiliary, also 
known at the time as a Ladies' Committee. Mrs Cairns Officer was its first president 
too. Among its leading figures was Mrs C.L. (Dorothy) Tingate, wife of the Eltham 
Shire Secretary. Others recruited to the cause included Beatrice Morrison ('Mrs J. 
Morrison'), of Killeavey on the Yarra. She was the daughter of Eltham's most 
distinguished citizen, Sir William livine (1858-1943) former Premier, Chief Justice 
and Lieutenant Governor of Victoria. A long list of Eltham and district women joined 
the cause. 

Among the hardest workers was Mrs D.H. Lyon: she was born Ada Apted, part of the 
well-known family of orchardists in the countryside on Arthur's Creek. In Vera 

_ _ Addison's words, Ada Lyon 'lived-for the completion of the Memorial, it seemed to --

5 Siggins's company manufactured 'Malties' breakfast cereal in Richmond. 
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all of us, working and planning as she did right up to the time of her final illness.' 
There is a small monument to Ada Lyon in the grounds of the Pre-School, still. She 
died in 1962. 

It was at the 20th anniversary event in 1965 that Vera Addison summarised this 
history. like her husband, she made particular mention of the work of the women; 

The auxiliary worked hard for 20 years raising money towards the cost of 
establishing and completing the memorial. 

The Auxiliary was endlessly inventive, organising card parties, plays, concerts, 
dances, street stalls, fashion displays, raffles and the annual Springtime Fete in the 
Eltham Shire Hall - the main money spinner. Year after year they baked and 
embroidered, made jams and marmalades, published a cookery book, potted up 
seedlings, made dresses and hats, and badgered their neighbours to come to the 
events. 

All was for what they called the living Memorial. Vera Addison added: 

The men supporters of the Trust organised each year the Easter Gymkhana in 
the Eltham Park, a function successfully carried on for many years. They gave 
service with excellent returns, much appreciated, but no words of mine 
could adequately express what the Women's Auxiliary meant to the Trust. 
It was indeed a band of hard working people inspired by an ideal. 

To achieve its ambitions, The Eltham War Memorial Trust consulted regularly with 
relevant government departments, both to seek additional funding and to ensure 
that standards were met. Again, women played an important part. A key ally was a 
distinguished practitioner in child health, Dr Doris Officer. Dr Officer's husband was a 
cousin of Adam Cairns Officer. Another was Dr Barbara Meredith, Director of the 
Infant and Maternal Welfare Branch of the Dept of Health. 

The Buildings 

Less than two years after Sir Dallas Brooks had laid the foundation stone, Dr Barbara 
Meredith officially opened the first stage of the Eltham War Memorial project, the 
Baby Health Centre. The date was 15 November 1952. She spoke proudly of: 

'The fine and beautiful centre for an indispensible public service which 
would contribute to the health of the coming generation'. 

Through 1953 and 1954, fund-raising and construction work continued. A front 
fence, coloured pillars and wrought-iron entrance gates were installed, supplied by 
the Chuck Fence Company, along with an ornamental archway inscribed 'Eltham War 
Memorial' . Each addition was hard-won. This was a small outer suburb with very 
basic services, dealing with an influx of young families, creating its own war 
memorial through self help. 
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The Trust commissioned an honour board recording {in gold-painted lettering) the 
names of 'the fallen' in the Second World War. It asked the Forests Commission to 
help supply 20 Torulosa pines for the grounds. The original conception was to make 
full use of the whole spacious site. 

The architectural firm of A.K. Lines, MacFarlane and Marshall {Flinders Street 
Melbourne) was now at work on plans for the next structure, the Pre-School 
building. It opened in 1957. 

Arthur Keith Lines deserves further comment in this story. He resided in nearby 
Greensborough and had strong local connections. Lines served as a councillor in both 
the City of Heidelberg and Shire of Diamond Valley (part of which was later 
incorporated into the current Shire of Nillumbik). A.K. Lines Reserve in Watsonia is 
named after him. He served as President of the Victorian Society of Architects. He 
died in 1981. His earlier partnership, lines and Marshall, had designed the 1941 
iteration of the Shire of Eltham Offices on the corner of Main Road and Arthur 
Street. Regrettably this was demolished for a supermarket in the late 1960s. This 
modest late art-deco structure was in red brick. With the war memorial buildings 
designed by these architects, a comparable aesthetic was at work. 

Further to the crucial role of local women in bringing this project to fruition, lines's 
architectural partner Jessica MacFarlane was one of the first women in Victoria to 
enter into an architectural practice. 

The third and final build ing for the site was the Children's Library. This was opened 
in 1959. In the following decade the building was repurposed as the Eltham War 
Memorial Hall when the Shire finally established its own municipal library branch in 
its then new, adjacent, Shire Offices. 

As with the Eltham Baby Health Centre, both the Pre-School and the Children's 
Library were up and running in temporary quarters before their purpose-built 
premises on Main Road were ready to occupy. Today we are inclined to take 
kindergartens and libraries for granted, with local council support. In the 1940s and 
1950s few communities the size of Eltham enjoyed such facilities. 

The unpretentious buildings created on the Eltham War Memorial site are 
disparaged in today's Council jargon as 'aging and stand-alone'. They are not to be 
despised. They are exactly what the community wanted and could support, 
financially, in the post-war decades. They were correctly acclaimed at the time as 
'bright' and 'modern', reflecting the emerging ethos of Eltham. It was the period 
when Alistair Knox and fellow thinkers were making a name for Eltham as a place 
where people could make their own homes from natural materials to a modest 

format.6 

6 Knox's fir-st mud brick-houses-Were provisionally approved by the Shire of Eltham in March 1948.­
(Shire of Eltham Minutes 8 March 1948). 
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The War Memorial buildings are not mud brick but nevertheless they authentically 
represent Eltham in this period. They speak to us still of good community values. 
Properly maintained and respectfully renovated, there is no reason why they should 
not continue to fulfil their original functions and be honoured as fit for purpose. 

Interconnection with the other sites under threat 

The threat to demolish the Eltham War Memorial buildings is more insidious than 
just the breach of trust it represents with the community which funded and gave 
time and labour to create these facilities- and those citizens who continue to 
depend on them. 

In some commentary about this precinct, it has been assumed that the Eltham 

Elderly or Senior Citizens' Club hall and facilities are not part of the Eltham War 
Memorial complex. This is not historically so. 

Stanley Addison's detailed account of the history tells us that the building of the 
club's hall was achieved only with the approval of the Trust. The club requested a 
small site, 100 feet by 60 feet, behind the existing buildings. It was approved on this 

condition: 

The Trust desires, in a strongly held opinion, that the building to be erected 
accord, as nearly as possible, with those already on the Trust's property. 

This resolution - 'strongly held' - was respected in the modern domestic scale of the 
hall as constructed. In other words, it was designed to harmonise with the buildings 

for the children, and it does. 

The request to use this land came at the very time that the Eltham War Memorial 
Trust was in the process of transferring ownership - and trusteeship - of the whole 
site to the Shire of Eltham. This took place not because the Trust was in debt or in 
trouble, but because it confidently felt that its work was done and that surely the 
local Shire Council would be the community body that would now take care of what 

had been achieved. That is really a sacred trust. 

Ironically the Elderly Citizens' Club -while it respected the wishes of the Trust in the 
form of its building- had to wait until the Shire owned the property before it could 
apply for the government grants it needed to help pay for the hall it wanted. 

As for the former (1960s era) Shire Office site adjacent, the Eltham community is 
entitled to claim a moral share and a proper say in its future too. It may be 'Council 
property' but, as with the Eltham War Memorial, it represents a very long history of 
community contribution. It should not be sold out of that common ownership. 
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Briefly, back in 1934 the former Shire of Eltham moved its office quarters from 
Kangaroo Ground to Eltham. It acquired a small block of land on Main Road {corner 
of Arthur Street, site of section of the current Coles arcade), built art-deco style Shire 
Offices designed by lines and MacFarlane in 1941, but did not have the funds to 
include a Public Hall. The Shire Hall {pictured below as part of the complex) was 
included only through public fund-raising through a Public Hall Committee- and, 
again, it was a Women's Auxiliary who did most of the work to raise those funds. 

A meeting of the Eltham Public Hall Committee as early as 1940 urged the Council to 
agree to incorporate a Hall with the Shire Offices, the building to include provision 
for a Baby Health Centre. It offered some initial funds and it proposed financing the 
rest of the hall project through a loan to be organized by the Council, to be repaid by 
the Hall Committee from rental of the hall and other fund-raising activities. 

When it came to the official opening of the Shire Offices and Hall complex in 

November 1941, the local newspaper made clear the role of the residents on the 
Public Hall Committee. {Eltham and Whittlesea Shires Advertiser, 21 November 1941 

'They have paid £1500 in cash to the Council which has borrowed a further 
£1000 to complete the work. The £1000 is to be repaid to the Council by 
instalments of £100 a year for 10 years, after which time the building will be 
handed over to the Council as a gift from the people. It is doubtful if such a 
gesture has ever been made by the residents of any district in Australia. 

Source: EDHS Collection 
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Two cramped ante-rooms to this Shire Hall became home to that first temporary 
Baby Health Centre in Eltham, two hours a week under Sister Houghton, in 1945, 
until the Eltham War Memorial Baby Health Centre opened in 1952. 

Shire of Eltham Minutes for the period are specific in detailing the separate roles of 
the Council and the Public Hall Committee. The committee was responsible for 
leasing out and maintaining the hall, which was used for many community functions. 
It served as Eltham's movie theatre and dance hall. 

The point here is that it was the community, not the Council, who paid for the 1941 
Hall. As with the Eltham War Memorial Trust, the Eltham Public Hall Committee 
achieved its goals and entrusted its contribution to the Shire Council. 

In 1952 the Committee transferred assets and ownership of the Shire Hall into the 
care of the Eltham Shire Council. This, consequently, represented real community 
capital when in 1960 the next Shire of Eltharn Offices were constructed on 
Shillinglaw land - the Shire Office site now in contention, next to the Eltham War 
Memorial complex. Funds from the sale of the 1941 Shire building helped pay for the 
new site and new 1960 Shire Office. The public purposes and investment in the old 

site were transferred to the new. 

In this way the current Council must understand that it is only in the legal sense the 
'owner' of the Shire Office site. Morally it is simply the custodian of the site, on 
behalf of the community. This is the point that the community is asserting. 

The Current Shire's Process 

A final word on the current Shire of Nillumbik' s method of trying to dispose of this 
site. On the record, that process began on the very same night, 30 January 2018, 
that the Nillumbik Shire Council set out to sell 17 community reserves. As part of 
that same packed agenda, up came consideration of this site. 

In a briefing paper, council officers stepped the councillors through the stages of­

what seems to the outsider- illusory community consultation that would be 
undertaken before reaching a predetermined conclusion. 

That predetermined conclusion was that the former Shire Office site and the war 
memorial site next door, should be sold out of community ownership into private 
hands to enable some kind of landmark semi-commercial building to be constructed, 

with some gestures towards including public spaces. 

In that briefing the history does not appear. The councillors were not properly 
apprised of the complex background story. Claims were made that those old 
standbys, 'stakeholders' would be consulted. Representatives of both the Eltham 
Pre-School and of the Senior Citizen's Club have stated publicly that they have been 
seriously let down by a consistent lack of meaningful consultation. 
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This is certainly not the first time that 'the old Shire Office site' (the 1960s version) 
has been under contention, but at least on the previous occasion the Eltham War 
Memorial was not included in the land grab. 

In the briefing, no mention was made of the community anger in August 1996 when 
the Eltham Shire Office was clandestinely demolished by the decision of the 
unelected Council commissioner who had local government power over the Shire at 
the time. Nor was admission made that the site was offered for private sale at that 
time, resulting in the forced reversal of that sale after pressure from the local 
community. 

No admission was made that the Shire Office site in 2007 was rezoned (and 
gazetted) to Public Use by a Council listening to its citizens. The purpose then was to 
ensure that this site remained in community hands. 

The next steps in the Council process seem designed to obscure and obfuscate. How 
could expressions of interest from architects and developers meaningfully have been 
obtained in the space of just a few weeks without prior knowledge? Was the land, as 
advertised by real estate agents, actually 'For Sale'? How can decisions be made 
when a so-called community consultation on the future of Eltham's Activity Centre 

remains incomplete? 

little wonder that the residents and ratepayers are bewildered, dismayed and angry. 
Once again. 

The naked state of the former Shire Office site offends the current councillors, 
bringing to mind that now infamous expression invoked in the description of 
community reserves as 'unused grass'. It is no more 'vacant' than the adjacent 
Alistair Knox park. The simple fact is that the original Shilllnglaw cottage once 
occupied that site, followed by the Shire of Eltham offices for a mere 30 
years. There is no imperative for buildings to go onto this site. 

If it were to remain perpetually as open space, with some gestures towards Eltham­
style landscaping, it would provide at little expense a superb and inviting approach 
from the commercial part of town to the current Shillinglaw Cottage, the library, the 

park, ovals, trestle bridge and walking trails along the Diamond Creek. 

This would be consistent with the State Government's Practice Planning Note 56 
which deals with the best usage of Public Land within defined Activity Zones. 

Or it could, within that space, accommodate Judith Cordingley's brilliant idea of a 
low-profile, essentially inground bushfire shelter, a place of last resort, for local 
emergency workers and co-ordinators in the event of advancing bushfire in the 
Shire. There is a model for such a functional building in the beautiful glass-fronted in-

_ groun.d librant at John--Marsden~s Candelbark school at Ramsey, or in a comparable 
refuge (used ordinarily as classrooms) at Geelong Grammar's Timbertop campus in 
bush near Mt Buller. Such a building in Eltham could spend most of its life as a 
secure setting for a modest art gallery. Councillors have all been circulated with this 
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proposal via the council's chief planning officer and by the good offices of Jim 
Connor. 

In short there are vitally necessary, constructive options for these sites that would 
truly serve the community and honour the inspiration of the Eltham War Memorial 
Trust, consistent with the spirit of Eltham, appropriate to the town. 

The dissenting vote of Cr John Dumaresq at several key moments in this series of 
events has been heartening. The community has told the Council in no uncertain 
terms earlier this year: we do not want our Council to sell our community assets. 
And the Eltham War Memorial cannot be allowed to be summarily destroyed. 

I wonder how many of you will remember our beginnings? 

Andrew Lemon 
LittD, MA, BA Hons (Melb), FRHSV 

87 Zig Zag Road 
POBox598 
Eltham3095 
agf.lemon@ozemail.com.au 30 October 2018 

cc: Eltham District Historical Society 
cc: for public circulation 

ENham Dlstrlcl Hlslorlcal Sociely (ellhamhls!Ofy.org.au) 
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Important Addendum and Correction to the essay addressed to the Councillors of 
Nillumbik Shire, October 2018: 

About the Eltham War Memorial and the adjacent community-owned sites in Eltham that 
the Council threatens to sell 

Thanks to the amazing power of community, the essay on the real story of the Eltham War 

Memorial site has been reaching a large audience in and beyond the Shire of Nillumbik. 

In one crucial point, I was wrong. But the new information only adds to the power of the 
argument being made and the story being told. 

The little boy pictured with the ceremonial spade, turning the first sod of ground in July 

1950 on the site where the Eltham War Memorial was to be built, was not Theodore Henry 
Feldbauer (13 at the time) but rather his younger brother Albert Feldbauer- exactly as the 

Eltham District Historical Society had said when it catalogued the photo. 

The good news is that Albert Feldbauer is alive and well and living in Western Australia. 
Albert is now 78 years old, and has been on the phone to me. His father Theodore 'Curly' 
Feldbauer, who died as a Prisoner of War in the infamous Sandakan death march in 1945, 
had left four small children behind him when he enlisted in 1941, not three as I had stated. 

Albert was the youngest. The reason for my error is that I found only the three eldest 
children listed on the Research State School register. Albert began his schooling in 1945 
directly at Our lady Help of Christians in Eltham. Born in 1940, he was one year old when his 
father enlisted. His mother Violet was left to cope with four children under eight. 

That ceremonial turning of the first sod took place on 8 July 1950. It was Albert Feldbauer's 

tenth birthday. One of his daughters, in Brisbane, still treasures that ceremonial spade. 

The family lived in Thomas Street, Eltham East. Albert grew up to play cricket for Research, 
as his father had done before him, and football for Eltham. He recalls playing in a grand final 
in his late teens. But he long ago left the district to make his life in Western Australia. He has 

four children and six grandchildren. 

While Albert's sister June and brother Theodore have both passed away, his eldest sister 
Mrs Valerie Waller lives in Healesville. For her, the memories of her late father remain 
personal, as she was five years old when he left to serve in the war. Four years ago, Valerie 
and one of her daughters made the pilgrimage to Borneo to the site of the Sandakan POW 
camp. If you are not aware of the shocking history of this place, explore the story. 

These are the people for whom the Eltham War Memorial - in its special form as a material 
claim on the future, as a place for the children of the next generations - meant so much. 
Albert forgives me for leaving him out of the story. Valerie Waller tells me that if th_ere were 
to be a protest march to prevent the loss of this memorial, she would willingly be there. 

- - An7Jrew Lemon, 7 November 20TB. 
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The story behind 
895 and 903-907 Main Road, Eltham -
the heart of Eltham's Town Centre 

Myprq,osal'NilneedtoretlectEltham'sUlQ.JB 
sense OI place and c:tiaracter and meet cu aitft ol: 

h<agestothebary, trailstatialin:11Cl'M1Ctlfltre 
retain tlie cenotaph and enhanced civic plaza 
retain Shilli law historical troos 

To achieve an Eltham-style, revitalised 
pracinctCouncil isconsideri~ 

2. rat~~:1.h the r:~: ~:r~• ' err.ironmentaly sustainable design principles 

3 

opment throughout the process. 

No decision has been made yet about 
what can be built on the site. 

TIMELINE 

4-

Late1990s 
Caslcilseekstosef 
sitelorcanmerclaJ -.~, 

within the current planning scheme. 

If the private sector Is able to demoostrate a 
feasible project that addresses these criteria, 
Council \Nil engage the community for feedback 
on the proposal. 

M ay2007 

Coudplanstorelocate 
lheNiunbkSl'we 
off,cestott-ossite-
later abandoned 

VISION 
Precincts 3 and 4 will be locally cherished as a highly accessible, convenient 
and attractive location in Eltham Town Contre to catch public transport and 
aceesg Information, art and civic services and conduct a range of social, 
community and evef'YdaY business activities. 

The precinctll wil be weH connected, both visually and physically, with the rest of 
the Btham Town Centre, the stJITOl.mding pa,1dand, nearby sporting facilities and 
the Diamond Cl'9ek Trail. The precincts will be highly accessible, particularly for 
pedestrians and cyc~sts and will reflect Eltham's local environment and heritage. 

Moslp,-i"q:llesadoptedbyCou,ci 
ln2013areconslstentwithtoday's 
vlsloninclJdlng: 

Dawl.fl(ll1thebooiand 
character of the ares; 

8eofllntnarlt(1.iaityand 
posltiv8ycontrb.Jte tolhemag8 
of theElthamtOYt11centm; 

Relai1thecenotaphaodobeisk 
tndo-eate.,.,~tedn:loor 
andoutdoorc:Mcspaoe; 

provlsionhPrecnct 4 
,artgale,:y,COOV!'U"lity 

\X'lityiY'!SY8fl.18,oorrvn 
octtvltyspaoelor' 

Abstract from Cowclrs adoptod Wskltl 
and Key PrincJples 2013 

Early2019 

&bjecttoalutu"eColncl 
declsion,C01"111T1lrity 
~beginsonthe 
pmposi,ddesigl, 

Mid-October to Early December 2018 

ShorlisledproponentstoPffll)a'Eldelsiledproposal. 

.., 

This Council sign is by the Shillinglaw trees, we have comments on wording or left unwritten! - See over 
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The story behind 895 and 903-907 Main Road- the Council sign next to the Shillinglaw trees. And the 

story behind the story which wasn"t included on the sign 

Council says Left unsaid or we comment 
1) .. the buildings at 903-907 Main Road were built Fundraised and built by and for the 
in the 1950s and 1960s. community of Eltham to commemorate those 

who fought in the Second World War. 
2) Council is considering a joint venture with the Council is currently ignoring the thousands of 
private sector at no cost to the community residents who argue that the loss of public 

space is actually a huge cost to the 
community. 

3 )Late 1990s: Council seeks to sell site for The unelected, imposed Commissioners 
commercial development proposed this. The community objected to the 

sale of public land for commercial interests. 

The Victorian Government refused to allow 
the inappropriate development. 

4) 1996: Shire Office building demolished It was demolished by a hurried decision of the 

imposed, unelected Commissioners. 
5) August 2004: Council adopts position to sell & 2007: Council adopts a position NOT to sell or 
develop, with a mix of community & commercial develop but to retain the site in Council 

uses ownership for public use. 
6) June 2013: Council adopts a visions to ensure any 2013 vision does NOT include the 
development is financially responsible, responds to sale/development of the War Memorial 
community need, is well-linked to the Eltham town complex. - -
centre and exemglifies Eltham design style 
2013 vision: Investigate the advantages and 
resources required to develop the former Eltham 
shire office site for a range of community facilities. 

7)2013 vision: Consider making provision in Precinct The 2013 vision does NOT include 'vertical 
4 for: an auditorium, art gallery, community retirement' or a hotel which have been 
cinema, community arts venue, community kitchen, suggested by Council in 2018. 
office and activity space for visiting agencies etc ... 

8) $1.5m for Council to relocate the preschool & Ignores the Seniors Citizens Hall which is not 
Maternal & Child Health Centre only used by the Senior Citizens but many 

other community groups in the evenings and 

weekends. 

What Next? 

Contact your or any or all Councillors! Tell them you are surprised that they are proposing to have 

developers telling Council what they want to do on our land before Council have asked the community 

what they want (if anything) to happen on the two central Eltham sites. 

Jane Ashton 0404177 500 jane.ashton@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Grant Brooker 0427 207 819 grant.brooker@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Peter Clarke 0401100 141 peter.clarke@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

John Dumaresq 0439 556 733 john.dumaresq@nillumbjk.vic.gov.au 

Karen Egan 0408 058 899 karen.egan@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Peter Perkins 0437 455 064 peter.perkins@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 

Bruce Ranken 0402 384 006 bruce.ranken@nillumbik.vic.gov.au 
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Calls to fix ·outdated' site 
Negotiations cease with developers amid renewed push to improve civic space at Main St. Eltham 

A World War II memorial 
and a preschool in Eltham 
will remain safe from devel­
opers for now, but Nillumbik 
CoWlcil is still left searching 
for a solution to improve the 
"outdated" site. 

The COWlCU revealed on 
May20negotiations with de­
velopers had ceased for the 
land at 895, 90.3-907 Main Rd 
in Eltham, also known as the 

old Eltham Shire office site. 
Mayor Karen Egan said 

"market conditions and 
funding difficulties" resulted 
in no feasible outcome. 

"Changed market condi­
tions including a fall in prop­
erty prices across the state, 
tighter lending requirements 
following the Financial Ser­
vices Royal Commission and 
the distance from the CBD all 
played a part in the project's 
feasibility," she said. 

Cr Peter Clarke said the 
COWlcil would need to con­
tinue to look at ways to revit­
alise the site, which occupies 
buildings "no longer fit for 
purpose". 

"The council is facing the 
same issues we started 
with," he said. 

Cr Clarke said The Senior 
Cil:i7.ens building was not 
compliant to the Disability 
Discrimination Act, while 
Eltham Preschool was too 

small and could no longer 
cope with demand. 

"We have upgraded a lot of 
othercommunityinfrastruc­
ture, so we need to decide on 
how we do that to this site 
going forward," he said. 

While the Eltham District 
Historical Society president 
Jim Connor celebrated the 
outcome, he also called for 
urgent improvements to the 
site. "We encourage the 
COWlcil to now restore and 

improve this complex to pro­
vide functional community 
facilities to continue to hon­
our the intentofthe original 
reasons these buildings were 
constructed," he said. 

The council asked for ex­
pressions of interest from po­
tential developers last 
September. The council re­
ceived 14 expressions of in­
terest. Of those, five were 
asked to proceed to the Re­
quest for Proposal stage. 
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3 ■ Ex-council 
sne flagged 
for hospital 
Councillor suggests former Eltham 
headquarters would be ideal spot 

The fonner shire offices in 
Eltham could be used to 
house a community hospital 
earmarked for the suburb, 
according to a Nillumbik 
councillor. 

Cr Peter Clarke said the 
site, which has been empty 
since the council's shift to 
Greenslxlrough, would be an 
ideal spot for the hospital. 

The hospital, which would 
be managed by Austin 
Health, is one oflO planned 
in major growth areas as 
partofa$675millionState 
Government investment 

"The council's preferred 
site is that old shire office site 
(895 Main Rd, Eltham) or 
somewhere around that 
town centre," Cr Clarke said. 

"Alternatively, they could 
buy the current shire offices 
and we could relocate into 
our old office site in Eltham." 

Nillumbik Mayor Karen 
Egan said the council had 
recommended seven sites 
where the35-bed hospital 
could go, including the 
Greens borough and Eltham 
shire offices. 

She said the old council 
offices~!;'lr!;.:,!!~~ 

-­anthony~ccmau 

preference and would help 
bring more jobs to Eltham. 

"The flow-on effect would 
be fantastic - the hospital 
would be in the heart of 
Eltham, close to transport 
and local businesses and 
would help bring more jobs 
into the area," Cr Egan said. 

"In a perlect world it 
would be great to have the 
hospital in that space, 
upgrade the station and 
provide more carparking." 

Eltham state Labor MP 
Vicki Ward said the hospital 
would provide more access 
to in-demand services, closer 
tohome. 

Elthamhospital's 
commwlity consultative 
committee member Jennifer 
Barry said the group was 
determined to find the best 
outcome. "The State 
Government has shown they 
are serious about offering 
quality commwlity care by 
sourcing people with the 
knowledge and aligned 
values that can be trusted," 
she said. 
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SA: AERIAL PERSPECTIVE FROM SOUTH at l Oam 
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NORTH-WEST ELEVATION 

6A: PERSPECTIVE FROM SOUTH-WEST at 2pm 

6B: PERSPECTIVE FROM SOUTH-WEST at 5pm 
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6D: AERIAL 
PERSPECTIVE 
FROM SOUTH 
at 5pm 
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7D: AERIAL 
PERSPECTIVE 
FROM S-E 

OF 1-IN-20 
PATHWAY 
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SD: VIEW FROM MAIN ROAD TO TOURISM 
AND FORMAL GALLERY ENTRY at l Oam 

SE: VIEW FROM NORTH 
OF ROADWAY 
TO 
TOURISM AND 
FORMAL ENTRY 
at 10am 
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NilurnbikCulluralGalerywith 
Ari Cinema 
T<><Kilm Cen•e 
Restaurant 

895Main Road, Ellham 
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