


Panther Year Book 
Local resident.,; began playing Australian rules football at Eltham Central Park in 1922. From that first day when an Eltham team ran 

onto Panther Park until season 2000 our community has shared a common meeting place of social interaction and recreation. 

The Eltham Past Players and Supporters A,;sociation (EPPSA) has been formed to update and maintain the proud history of the Eltham 
Football Club, develop our club culture aud must importantly encourage future involvement and interest of as many of our past and 

present players and supporters. 

As part of our ongoing mission to present our proud history to the wider community it is an initiative of the EPPSA to produce a 

''Panther Year Book''. The year 2000 edition recognises and celebrates the achievements of season 2000, at both a Club and personal 

level. It provides a statislical look at the year as well as past seasons. It looh to honour past players, introduce the new players and 

provide a colourful look at some oft he current players as they pass personal milestones. 

Unfortunately, our records ufthe Club are very much incomplete. We are continuously looking for statistical history, memorabilia and 

funds In order to update and maintain our history for furure generations. Remember, something that may seem lnslgnificmt to you may 

not be to otliers. lryou can provide us with any assistance the EPPSA can be r.ontacted through the official Eltham Football Club web­

site www.nctcolony.-.om/sportsleltharnfc. 

The 2000 Season 
T he Eltham football dub has enjoyed an unpre<.edented year of on-field success In season 2000. The A grade team won the premiership 

after winning four consecutive finals, eventually beating hot favorites Watsonia in the grand final. It was only Watsonia 0sse<.ond loss, 

both inflicted by the Panthers . It was Ettham' s 13'" premiership and 3"' ln the past four seasons In division 2. 

The B grade team also won the premiership after going one better from the previous season. They were clearly the best team in the 

competition demoli~hing most sides every weekend. They had seven former A grade premiership players in the premiership side and 

three others missing out. T he victory wa~ Eltham 's 4'" B grade premiership, their first since 197 4. 

The under 19's were also the best team throughout the year but could not fmd their true form on grand final day. They only lost two 

games during the season. Their skJII, speed and hardness for the ball gives the dub an excellent opportunity to develop and improve its 

senior player list. Eltham are still without an under 19 premiership. 

To add to this success, t he Eltham under 17'sdivi.sionone team won their premiership and were equally as impressive as tlieunder 19's. 

The second under 17 team made the finals In the division three competition and have many young players that wi ll continue for another 

year at the under 17 Ievel. 

Statisllcally the Ellham football club has had a marvelous season but the dub has continually failed in its quest to be a solid performer in 

division one . A sound foundation has been formed and tlie challenge is before it. 

Ernest "Cappy" Sinclair 
Ernest "Cappy" Sinclair was born in Diamond Creek on 24 December 1906, the twelfth child in a family or fourteen. He was raised In 

the Nillumbik area, living in Diamond Creek and attending school in Wattle Glen and Panton H ill. He died 2 August 2000 . 

Cappy lnnuenced the lives ofa generation of footballers at t he Eltham Football Club. Dur!ng the 1980's and 1990's lt was rare for him 

to miss a junior or senior home game. He would be ln tl1e rooms before the game, at half lime and after it was all over shaking your 

hand, giving you a pat on the back and providing you with nothing but encouragement. Sometimes he was deaning your bool~ with a 

slick, or handing out jelly beans for energy, but always on his laps around the changing rooms he was talkJng you up. 

Cappy remembered your name, knew all your strengths and could see how a game was unfo lding, He wou ld look you in the eye and 

praise you on your endeavors. If you were down he had the ability to lift your spirits. He would will you to give more and gently 

provide you with guidance on where he thought your efforts could be channeled . He was forever the <.ompetitor, the coach and mentor. 

Always keeping an appetite for the contest. 

Cappy loved his football and cricket, playing tl1e latter for over 50 years. Cappy played his football at Diamond Creek, tl1en after he 

served in WWII, he coa<.hed Hurstbridge to a premiership in 1948. 

Cappy was a free spirited man, forever young at heart and always interested in you. You could talk to him for hours. He wanted to hear 

your stories and you wanted to hear his. We always used to complain about how cold the showers were at Eltham. Cappy would just 

laugh and recall lhe limes he used to train in the middle of winter at Diamond Creek and, on the way home,jump in the dam to freshen 

hlmselfup . 

Cappy continuously gave himself. He had the knack of leaving you with a smile on your face feeling good about life. We wi!! love and 

treasure those memories. Thank you Cappy. 



Season 2000 Honours 
LACHLAN RICHARDSON (20 yem) 

Best & Fairest A grade 

Lach Ian plays an exciting brand of attacking football off the half-back line and during season 2000 these auacking skills have been 

exemplified. His ability to read the oppositions forward thrusts, tu foil them and Lhen be an instigator of counter offensives have made 

him an invaluable member of the team, The courage he shows taking countless marks in the front position as leading forwanlsmnverge 

on him is admired by his team mates and those who pay at the gate. 

Lachlan played his junior football at Ettham through to the under 17's where he was invited to try his luck with the Northern Knights. 

He managed a number of games witli tJ1e Knights in tJ1e TAC under 18's competition before returning to Eltharn. Lachlan played his 

first game for Eltham in 1998 after being promoted from the under 19's. In 1999 he was honoured by being voted the best pla.yer of the 

DVFL division 2 final series, one of the few times a player has received such an award without his team making the grand final. 

STEVEN KILBY (25 Y""I 

2',.. Best & Fairest A grade 

Steven played much of the season as a utilily key position player and ruckman. His ability to control 

tJ1e aerial marking contests mixed in with his pace and endurance have made him one of the best tall 

players in the competition. 

Steve played junior football at Eltham. In 1992 he won the coverted "Norm Biship" medal awarded 

to the most outstandingjunior player of the season. He is one of only two to have achieved tJ1e feat 

playing in the top age group. Steve also won the 2"" best & fairest award for his season !n 1998, the 

year he returned to the club after a season with the Preston Knights in the VFA. 

Steve started his senior career in 1994. He was first ruck in lhe 1995 premiership victory against 

West Preston and he was voted DVFL division two best player for that final series. 

MARK MINNEY (24 y,acs) 

3..., Best & Fairest A grade 

:Mark is arguably the best midfielder in the competition. He has the mystical ability to weave through 

par.ks creating openings with his lightening pace . His Onlshingskills arc second to none and when on 

song he is a proven match winner. Often the target of taggers and physiral pounding by the 

opposition. Mark continually cxhib!ts his true courage andlcadcrsWp in the manner ln which he plays. 

Arter a distinguished junior career at Eltham. Mark first ventured on the park for the senior dub in 

1995. A member of the 1995 and 1997 prcmicrshJp teams, Mark won the A grade best & fairest 

award in 1999 and was third in his second season in 1996. 

In 1999 Mark was also captain of the DVFL division two representative side, he won the DVFL 

football record player of the year and was third in the competition best & fairest award. 

DEAN PHILPOTS (32 yeacs) 

Best & Fairest B grade 

Not only has Dean commandingly cu-lead the Panther seconds bul he has personally had an 

exceptional season playing a sweeping role in the back half. Either playing on taller forwards or being 

left to freelance, Dean has comfortably controlled and moulded the defence inlo a very destructive 

force. His poise and vision has allowrd hi~ play to be the caralyst of many attar.king moves from his 

fellow backmen. 

Dean had an extremely consistent season polling in 12 of 15 games including 7 matches in a row from 

round IO to 17 (not including the senior game he played agalnst HursLbridgc). Dean played Junior 

2000 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Borchcs, Tim 

Brown, David 

Dickson, Ashley 

Garrard, John 

Grant, Bretl 

Kilby, Steven 

Mash, Lloyd 

Mr.Creery, Luke 

McKay, Craig 

Minney, Mark 

Minturn, Chris 

Mitchell, Scott 

Nixon, Simon 

Paul, Lucas 

Richardson, LacJiie 

Smith. Paul 

Soccio, John 

Stirton. Jimmy 

Strickland, Brett 

T allack, Matthew 

Waddell, Cameron 

Elrham 12-8-80 

Watsonla 8-6-54 

at Shelley Strccl Reserve, 

North Heidelberg 

football at E1tham before moving unto Bulleen/Templestowe. He returned in 1996 and has since played 92 games with the club and was 

a member ufthe 1997 A grade premiership team. 

Eltham District Historical Society {elthamhistory.org .au) 

MA TIHEW ROGERS (25 yeMs) 

2"" Best & Fairest B grade 

Matt successfully played tJ1e role of secondary goal kicker for the two's this season roaming across the 

half forward line. Very skillful, elusive and dangerous around the goals, he slotted through 32 majors 

at an average of over two a game. 

Matty polled in 9 of his 12 outings for the reserves, having a great run of form through the middle of 

the season. He was leading up until round 13 where injury and unavailability stopped him in his 

tracks. 

Matt has played 95 open age games with Eltham since debuting in 1995 and was a member of the 1997 

A grade premiership learn. This Is the second time he has won this award, achieving the feat in his 

first season. 

DAVID STREAT (32 yea~) 

3"' Best & Fairest B grade 

David ha~ been one of the best natural talents the club has seen in his era. Thilling the crowd with hi~ 

skills, balance and nnishing abillly or his chizelled statuesque good looks, David has scored goals this 

season at an amazing average for a half-forward of just under 3 per game. 

David has played 76 open age games at Eltham spending a few years in U1e middle of the nineties with 

Greensborough. David was a member of the 1995 A grade premiership team and has previously won 

tJ1e B grade 3"' and then 2..., Best & Fairest awards in 1991 and 1992 respectively. 

TY O'MEARA (18 yem) 

Best & Fairest C grade 

Ty has lead the way in the big man ruck and key position role for the thirds this sea~on. Using his 

experience at this level from last season, when he played witJ1 Diamond Creek, Ty has consistently 

given his smaller team mates first use of the ball. Hi~ athletic leap and run, marking prowess and 

ground level skills have made him one of the most Impressive junior players at tJ1e Club. 

Ty polled in all ofhi~ 12 borne & away games in the thirds and made his debut in the seniors playing 

four very good A grade open age games on the wing. He polled the most votes than any other player 

in the senior Club in what has been a truly outstanding season for him personally. 

LLOYD MASH (18 yem) 

2"" Best & Fairest C grade 

Lloyd played 10 games in the midfield for the under 19's before being elevated up to the A grade 

team. He was promoted after a dynamic display of authoritative football where he wa~ voted as either 

the best or second best player on the ground for nvc weeks running. 

2000 
B GRADE PREMIERS 

Borg, David 

Buckingham, Andrew 

Cameron, Jamie 

Clarke, Andrew 

Cums, David 

Downs, Adam 

Eaton, Zennon 

Ferns, Luke 

Gardam, Reid 

Haydock, Craig 

lddon. Mick 

Macumber, Russell 

Miller, Leigh 

Mitchell. Luke 

Philpots, Dean 

Pittard, Grant 

Richardson, Nick 

Rogers, Mauhew 

Smith, Byron 

Sparks, Ken 

Weisheit, Matthew 

Wilson, Greg 

Eltham 13-16-94 

Macleod 7- 12-54 

at Shelley Street Reserve, 

North Heidelberg 

Liuyd's skill and ball winning ability and his gift fur kicking goals have made him a perminant member of the A grade team and secured 

him a place in the A grade premiership side. Lloyd polled in 8 games recording 4 best on grounds, kicked 22 goals in the under 19'sand 

a furtJ1er 12 in his 10 outings witJ1 tJ1e seniors. 

CHRIS BRINCAT (18 yem) 

3•d Best & Fairest C grade 

Chris is a classy wingman who has pfoycd the majority or Lile y~ar as a link player in the midfield. Hard at the contest. Chris has the 

abllily to turn defence into attack, combine witJ1 other midiielders and use hi~ skills to feed hi.~ forwards with precision. 

Chris was a steady performer al! year picking up votes in the Orst 6 and tl1e final 7 home & away matches, missing out on votes in only 

two games mid-season. Chris played 17 games and kicked 13 goals. 

Pa11ft3 



DVFL Leading Goal Kickers 

GREG WILSON (28yem) 

B Gr-ade dlvblon 2 competition leading goa1 kicker season 2000 

For the second year running Greg has topped the goal kicking in 1hc DVFL B Grade division two competillon. Greg kicked 66 goals this 

season with his biggest bag equa ling 12 goals at Crisp Park against Reservoir ln his 150111 gamti. last season he topped the table with 75 
goals. Overall, Greg has scored 74 goals in the senior division and 180 In the reserves for an open age tally of 254. 

In 1997, playing in the seniors, Greg finished the year with 59 goals to top the goal kicking for Eltham and end up fifth in the A grade 
c;ompetltlon. Greg kicked three goals at full forward in that seasons Grand Final. 

LUKE KENNELL (19 yem) 

Under 19 division 2 competition leading goal kicker season 2000 

Luke kicked 54 goals ph1ylng mostly half-forward or forward-pocket In the under ] 9's which is an outstanding effort considering he ls 
not the tall marking targr1 oft he learn. His foal is even more impressive wl1e11 you consider that the 11exl best in the compclitlon kicked 
26 goals less. Luke kicked 9 goals again.~t Whittlesea in round 11 and 7 In rhe 2"' ~ml final against Bundoora in what W'dS a tremendous 
display of front and center cnnnblng and perseverance. 

Luke played 100 plus games with the Eltham Juniors a~ well as school football for Mim.-ellln Gnunmer. A multi-talented sportsman, 
Luke also plays A grade cricket with the Eltham Cricket Club. 

Season 2000 Debutantes 

CHRIS LUNN (22 yea") 

First game round l l April verses Diamond Creek 

Played over 200Junlor games fur Deer Park in the Western League from under 9 to 16's finishing up In 1994. Played one reserve open 
age game for D1..>er Park before renewing his career in the number 40Jumper for Eltham ma Inly playing in key positions. 

DAVID COLLIS (23 Y""l 

First game round 1 1 AprJI verses Diamond Creek 

Played for Deer Park in the Western Region Football League at Junior level from under 12 to 15"s. Last played in 1992 beforf' coming 
acros.~ to Eltham and pulllng on Lhe !lumber 55. Got his call up after being nat11(..>d emergency and impressed on the wing. 

ANDREW MCHUGH (21 yem) 

First game round 1 1 April verses Diamond Creek 

Played Ell.ham Juniors from under lO's to I Ts then moved to Montmorency under l9's on ··1oan" in 1997. Was selected captain of 
E1tham under 19's In 1998 but never played after a debilitat ing knee injury pre-season. Played his first senior game in round 4. 

CRAIG MCKAY (28 yearn) 

First game round 1 1 Api-jl verses Diamond Creek 

Ftrst played for North Heidelberg and then moved onto Benella to Rcscrvior where he won their A grade best & fairest award in 1999. 
Playf'O 112 DVFLscn!or games before joining Eltham. Won rhc DVFL undf'r 19 bf'sl & faire.\! in 1990. 

JAMES STIRTEN (19 yeu,) 

First game round 1 1 April verses Diamond Creek 

Played approximately 40Junior and one A grade game with Montmorency. Staruid this season as an attacking back pocket player until 
moved up forward lo lxlcome an elusive goal klcker from the pocket. Play1..'CI this season in the number 32 guernsey, 

,.,.. 
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JOHN SOCCIO (26 y~rn) 

First game round I I April verses Diamond Creek 

Played DVFL al South Morang (1999). Northcote Park (1995-98), Lalor (1994) and Mernda {1990-93) andjunior football al various 
other clubs. A very potent left footer who runs across the I Ines. Played exactly 100 DVFL games before joining Eltham. 

ANDREW HALL (28yearn) 

Fint game round 3 15 April verses WhitLlesea 

Last played for Onkaprinka Valley in South Au.~tralla during the 1994-98 seasons. PlaycdJu11ior football with Montmorency from under 
10- 15's then a couple of games wilh the Eltham under 17's In 1988. Wears Jumper number 44 and plays key position. 

BREIT STRICKLAND (!By,m) 

First game round 4 29 April verses Mernda 

Played Junior football at Eltham until under 13's then moved to St Oamlens Jn the Doncaster Junior Football League up to the under 
17' s. Played al the Preston Knights for three years In the TAC Cup accumrnulatlng 35 games at either wing or forward-pocket. 

ANDREW BUCKINGHAM (26 yea~) 

First game round 7 20 May verses Pant.on Hill 

Played Junior football with Greensborough unlil going Into early retirement after under 19 ' s ln 1992. Was a part of an under 17 
premiership with Greensborough. Coaxed ou1 of reUrerncnt thiS y<'.a r and played his first ga.me of senior football at fullback. 

TY O'MEARA (18 yearn) 

First game round 9 3 June verses KlngJake 

Lured away from a promising basketball career lo start playing football with Elthamjuniors in the under 15's in 1996. T r.:1nsferrcd lo 
Diamond Creek on " Joan " after Eltham could not field an under 19 team In 1999 when he also rcprcscn1cd Preston KnlghL~. 

DAVID BORG (21 yeMs) 

First game round 10 10 June verses Reservlor 

Played junior and senior football wlth MadeOO until 1997, combined wllh lwo years at Preston Knights. Moved to Lower Plenty for a 
season In 1998 before resuming back al Macleod !n 1999. Moved to Eltham midway into this season. 

PETER RANDALL (30 Y"") 

First game round 12 17 June verses South Morang 

Last played for West Townsville in Queensland afferbclng pos!ed there with the Army from 1996-99. Originally fromSouthAustraJla, 
played for the Onkaprinka Valley in 1995 and Birdwood from 1991-94. A ulility player wearing the number 41, 

LLOYD MASH (18 yea") 

First game round 12 17 June verses South Morang 

Played the majority of his junior football at Eltham. $pent I wo years at Research in 1996-97. Played cricke1 at Eltham uritil invited to 
FJtzroy/Ooncaster Jn the Oislrict Cricket competition. Is al:.o a member of the Victorian Institute ofS1>0rt (cricket). 

JOEL HEWISH (18yca") 

First game round 12 17 June verses South Morang 

Played scl1ool football for Marcell In Grammerandjunlor football w!th Panton Htll until he moved with his brother in 1998 to play In the 
under 17' s. Captained the under l 7's In 1999 and current captain of the under 19's. 



Season 2000 Player Listing 
Player.Name No D.0.B Recruited From FITT, c... C 2000 c-, Career Games 

Played 2000 1· 2" 3• G,m~ ~'"?"" 
McDowall, Aaron 18 15/10/81 Yarrambat ... 2 0 0 18 

Playc,r,Name No D.O.B Recruited From First c ... Games2000 c.-, C~:eerGa;_,es ,_ 2000 I' 2· 3• c.m~ 
McHugh, Andrew 36 7/03/79 Eltharn / Montmorency Ul9. 2000 I 4 10 14 4 10 

McKay,Cra1g 14 7/06/72 Reservoir/ Nth Heidelberg 2000 14 18 0 18 18 a 
IAAAett,Steven 57 7/09/76 Eltham]unlors 2000 0 0 2 2 0 2 Mlllcr,l.etgh 39 27/07/71 E11ham / Oalilelgh Distrt~ts 1988 3 16 2 162 150 12 
lAtdred, Bren 6 24/01/82 E!tham]un!ors 1999 14 0 0 19 I 0 I Minney, Mark 3 9/03/76 Eltham/TOTquay 1995 19 19 0 105 105 0 
Apostola, Matt 11 7/03/82 E11han,Junturs ' " 3 0 0 15 Mintem,Chrts 24 30/10/78 Eltham / Montmorency Juniors 1999 3 16 4 42 22 20 
Black, Adam 41 Research]unloo 1999 0 0 5 27 0 27 Muchell,Luke 54 27/03/79 Eltham]unlors 1997 7 0 16 34 0 34 
Borcher.;, Tim 58 25/07/81 ElthamJunlors 1999 28 19 0 I 38 37 I MJtchcll,Scott 19 6/08/74 Eltham/Grccnsborough 1994 0 12 I 96 76 20 
Borg,Dav!d 52 14/12/78 Macleod / Lower Plenty 21100 4 0 10 10 0 10 Morgan.Chrts 50 5/02/82 El1hamJun!ors ... 0 0 0 15 
Brtncat,Chrls 5 19/01/82 Eltham]uniors 

.., 13 0 0 18 Nardella, Dale 25 17/12/81 Research/S,Mary's '" I 0 0 16 
Brincat. Steve 34 30/06/84 Elthan,J,mturs ... 0 0 0 2 Ntxon,Slrnon 33 2/02/77 Eltham / Mn111more11cy 1994 8 14 4 86 79 7 
Brown, Davtd 4 28/06/73 Eltham)uniors 1900 7 20 0 156 139 17 O'Donnell, Ltam 35 8/09/82 Hursibr!dgc ... II 0 0 19 
Buckingham, Andrew 14 10/11/73 Greenshorough 2000 0 0 10 10 0 10 O 'Meara,Ty 3 26/11/81 fatham / Diamond Creek Ul9, 2000 6 4 0 15 4 4 0 
Burlcigt,,Jay,;on I 30/08/82 El.tham]unlors "' 28 0 0 19 PanaUoili,Marlo 51 7112177 Eltham Juniors 1996 0 0 I 15 0 15 
Burcon,Adam 17 24/03/82 Eltham]unlors 1999 19 2 0 16 5 5 0 Paul, Lucus 5 23/10/73 Yarra Glen/ Gn,enshurough 1997 39 20 0 75 74 I 
Camemn,Jam!e 21 27/07/73 Lower Plenty 1997 6 0 16 73 9 64 P,•llegrlno, Shaun 29 16/02/82 St Damien's "' 5 0 0 17 
Clarke.Andrew 59 9/08/67 &:d,as Mar.Ji/ Albion 199£ 4 6 8 54 30 24 Phllpots, Dean 35 17/03/68 Bullc,en T emplestowe 1996 I I 17 92 62 30 
Collctt,Trom 42 2llOO 0 0 3 3 0 3 Piuard,Crant 47 21/02/74 Elthamjunlors 1995 3 0 12 117 29 88 
Coms,Davld 55 12/07/77 Deer Park 2000 13 0 13 13 0 13 Prtce,Alex 10 31/05/81 El1h;m,Junion; ... 0 0 0 14 
Cordina,S1cve 7 7/03/81 Elthamjunlors "' 6 0 0 15 Randall, Peter 41 27/06/70 WestTnwnsvllle 2000 2 0 6 6 0 6 
Co><,Alex 36 28/07/82 Yarramhat ... I 0 0 18 Rtchardson,lach!e 9 16/01/80 Eltham/PrestonKnw,ts 1998 7 19 0 44 44 0 
Curtis.Hayden 23 21/09/82 ' " 0 0 0 I Rtchardson,Ntck 10 19/12/77 Eltham / Humbridgc U1 9s 1997 0 I 13 46 20 26 
D,,an,Marcus 26 16/09/81 lvanho,, / Mmtdlh, " ' 23 0 0 16 R1ct,ardson, Ton, 8 16/01/80 Ehharn / Pre,;1nn Knights 1998 0 0 0 26 26 0 
Dickson.Ash I 2/04/74 ElthamJuniors 1994 211 12 0 117 113 4 Rogers, Mat1hew 49 22/07/75 E!thamJun!ors 1995 34 2 14 95 43 52 
Dodd,James 24 20/12/82 R"""'"" 

.., I 0 0 18 Russell,Stevcn 3 16/05/69 Eltham/ Mansncid 1989 4 0 16 133 92 41 
Donato.Jay 14 25/03/81 Ehha111Jm1lurs '" 11 0 0 13 avage. Bradley 20 4/07/8! Elthan,/StMary's ' " 13 0 0 15 
Downs, Adam 20 5/05/80 El.1hamJunlors 1998 3 16 2 42 29 13 !Shea. Breu 45 13/10/71 Ternplestnwe / Oalileigh Dl:Mk:ts 1988 II 2 6 45 31 14 
Ea1u11. Z,m><Jn 7 22/02/77 Braham 1996 19 7 9 86 45 41 Sheehan, Bradley 8 24/09/81 Bcverieylhlls ... 9 0 0 10 
Every.Adam 39 Eltham / Panton Htll 1995 6 0 7 35 21 14 Skllhm, Robert 8 30/09/82 ... 0 0 0 I 
Ferns, Luke 18 21/01/74 EhhamJuniors 1998 I 10 5 39 28 II Smlth,Byron 25 23/08/67 Ehham / Warrnambool 1989 6 I 15 162 25 137 
Gardam, Retd 29 25/06/75 ElthamJun!ors 1998 4 0 II 47 0 47 Smtth,Paul 26 4/02/69 ElthamJu11lnrs 1986 6 8 10 198 180 18 
Garranl,Ben 32 26/08/82 Eltham / Research Juniors ... 5 0 0 11 Soccio,John 16 10/06/73 South Morang/NorthcotcPark 2000 11 12 I 13 12 I 
Garrard,Jonat han 17 25/01/80 EH ham / Research Juniors 1997 28 15 0 66 65 I Spa1n,Todd 30 23/10/74 1998 0 0 I 14 a 14 
Gtntcrs,Shanc I 2000 0 0 7 7 0 7 Sparlis, Ken 8 29/01/70 Ellt,am / Diamond Creek 1989 14 0 12 12 0 12 
Grant,Bren 15 19/04/75 forum 1996 14 20 0 96 91 5 Stirton, Jtmmy 32 19/09/80 Montmorency 2000 22 19 0 I 19 19 a 
Hall,Andrew 44 5/05/72 Montmorency Junior, 2000 0 0 2 2 0 2 Streat. David 38 fatham/Grccnsborough 1989 29 0 II 76 53 23 
Haydock.Craig 31 29/05/73 ClthamJunlors 1994 14 II 4 90 76 14 lrlcklarod, Breu 2 24/12/81 Ehharn/St Damien's 2000 29 16 0 4 16 16 0 
Haydock.Paul 33 3/08/82 EllhamJunlors ... 5 0 0 18 ulllvan, David 80 2000 10 3 0 3 3 0 
Hewl<l,,]od 4 13/08/81 Marcelin 2000 4 2 0 14 2 2 0 allack,Matthcw II 14/11/73 Eltham 1998 5 19 0 46 26 20 
H1ngsto11,A11<1rew 2 16/04/68 E!tham]unlm,s 1987 7 0 9 163 57 106 esch,Shannon 56 22/11/76 E11harn]unlor, 1996 0 0 2 69 0 69 
Hingston, Paul II 28/05/64 Eltham / fatham College 1983 3 0 2 200 80 120 oulson, Krtstlan 43 21/06/81 E!thamJ1mlcn'> ' " 9 0 0 9 
Horner.Mark 30 21/02/82 Eltham/ResearchJunlors ... 2 0 0 9 urner,Andrew 46 3/03/71 El.tharnJunlors 1990 0 0 9 130 15 115 
iddon,Mlck 27 10/10/75 Eltham]unlors 1995 II 2 16 86 16 69 Waddell.Cameron 43 16/03/81 ElthamJunlors 1999 5 10 0 I 29 29 0 
ackson,Scntt 23 10/12/73 Research 1997 3 0 12 58 7 51 Wallier.Marli 12 12/03/72 ElthamJunlurs 1991 0 0 0 61 34 27 
ones, Rhys 41 14/09/81 E1tham / St Mary'• ... 0 0 0 3 Wa!t,Rohan 50 18/12/80 Eltham Juniors 1999 I 0 0 I 

Kennell, Lulic 9 23/04/81 ElthamJunlon< ... 54 0 0 19 W~rd. David 21/12/74 Research/Macleod 1998 I 0 4 22 0 22 
Knhy,Steven 34 15/03/75 Eltham / Preston 1994 7 17 0 94 91 3 Welshe1t,Mmhew 22 15/IJ/74 Yarra Glen/ Montmorency 1997 3 2 9 64 54 10 
Lowry, Ben 22 2/03/82 ElthamJunlors ... 0 0 0 2 Wilson.Greg 13 10/06/72 Eltham Juniors 1991 66 0 15 158 49 109 
Lunn.Chris 40 11/11/77 Deer Park 2000 5 0 12 12 0 12 
Macumber,Rus.s 28 13/04/79 Trentham 1999 I 0 15 33 0 33 
Mash.Lloyd 16/2 1/10/81 E!tham/ResearchJunJors 2000 34 10 0 10 10 10 0 
McCrccry,Lukc 6 ll/ll/78 Eltham / N!ghtcl!IT NT 1998 I 13 I 42 39 3 
McDonald, Be11 14 ... a a 0 I 
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C Grade 2000 Game Summary 

Rd Played Venue 

1 Diamond Creek Panther Park 

Macleod DeW!nton Park 

Humbrldge Whittle:sea Showgrounds 

Whittlesea Pant her Park 

Yulong Reserve 

Hurst bridge Panther Park 

Reservoir Bishop St, Panton Hm 

South Mo rang South Morang Reserve 

Macleod DeWintun Park 

10 Diamond Creek Charles Mutton Reserve 

11 Whittlesea Panther Park 

12 Bundoora Panther Par k 

13 Hurstbridge Hurstbridge Park 

14 Reservoir Nmumbik Park 

15 South Morang Panther Park 

16 Macleod Panther Park 

17 Diamond Creek Mernda Reserve 

2SF Bundoura Shelley Street Reserve 

GF Bundoora Shelley Street Reserve 

After a year rec.es.s the Eltham third's team was recruited 

from a wide variety of places as the coaching panel 

workP.d hard in the off season to get a side together. But 

typically . the team came from past juniors and their goOO 

friend.s. Subsequently, it was going to take the ream 

some tlme lo lcani each others on-field behaviours. The 

boys wenr down to Diamond Creek in their only home­

and-away loss in a tight first game afte r contro111ng the 

play early. Then under lights against Macleod tJ1e week 

after the lads displayed their superior skill, speed, 

Result Fo, Against Po, % 

LOSS 6-5-41 6-7-43 95.3 

WIN 18-18-126 6-5-41 198.8 

WIN 14-15-99 10-4-64 179.7 
WIN 11-11-77 3-14-32 190.6 

WIN 10-16-76 8-4-52 180.6 
WIN 18-18-126 5-9-39 201.1 

WIN 24-19-163 7-6-48 121.9 
WIN 15-18-108 4-0-24 137.9 
WIN 12-10-82 I 1-8-74 115.3 
WIN 11-13-85 4-12-36 217.0 

WIN 36- 19-235 1-3-15 160.3 

WIN 10-10-70 7-11-53 147.2 
WIN 8-12-60 4-8-31 143.8 

WIN 13-12-90 3-3-21 250.5 
WIN 26-16-172 2-5-17 272.4 

WIN 14-15-99 5-9-39 271.3 
WIN 7-4-46 2-7-19 270.4 

WIN 19-12-126 14-13-97 

LOSS 6-12-48 14-8-92 

Ilighest winning score : 36-19-235 round 11 verses Whittlesca 

Highest losing score ; 6- 12-48 Grand final verses Bundoora 

Lowest winning score : 7-4-46 round 17 verses Diamond Cree k 

Lowest losing score : 6-5-41 round 1 verses Diamond Creek 

Highest score against : 14-13-97 200 Semi-final verse,s Bundoor;i 

Lowest score against: 2-3-15 round 11 by Whittlesea 

Greatest winning margin : 220 points round 11 verses Whittlesea 

hardness for the football and teamwork that in the latter Greatest losing margin : 44 points Grand final verses Bundoora 

~;:ti~::: ~;:i;:~ J~;:t:~d::i>~n:0;,:;1 a ~;:~;:1~ :; Smallest winning margin ; 8 points round 9 verses Macleod 

match at home against Whlttlcsea gave them good form Smallest losing margin : 2 points round 1 verses Diamond Creek 

before tackling the unbeaten Bundoora team. With a full 

list to choose from (senior bye) the boys produced encouraging team football and were never challenged on tJ1e scoreboard. Confidence 

was up and this allowed the team lo play open and attacking football in the pursuing weeh and Hurstbridgc, Reservoir and South 

Morang all experienced the lads at full throttle. In the second game against Macleod under lights the boys found the going a little 

tougher but pulled togetl1er to colleCl the prem!ershlp points. At Diamond Creek, the conditions did not favour big scores, but the 

week after at Panther Park the lads finished with 235 points their highest tally for the season and their greatest winning margin of220 

point.~. They did not have it so easy the week after against Bundoora, but once again with great teamwork and persistence the guys 

proved to themselves that they were the best team in tJ1e competition. In the run home against llurstbridge, Reservoir , South Morang, 

Macleod and finally Diamond Creek the team continued it.~ good form displaying good defence, open play and most importantly get ting 

In nrst for the hard ball . The 2'"' semi-final against Bundoora was one uftl1e best displays of under 19 football that an Eltham team had 

ever been a part of, which warmed the heart.~ of all supporters !ooklng to the future. The lads were continuously challenged by the 

opposition and answered over and over ~gain in a high pressurised, open and skilled game of football. For the boys, they unfortunately 

could not re-produce the excellent form they displayed all season and went down in the rcturn match in t he grand final. The Eltham 

football club has a very brig ht future. 
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Season 2000 Milestone Memories 

The Showman 
Many young footballers starting oul llielr open age careei- t.hlsseason 
would have been looking on as Paul "Slippers" Hingston took the 
familiar route out the changing room doors, down the stony s1eps 
and onto Panther Park for his 200'" and final game In lhc red & black 
guernsey against Mernda on Saturday April 29'". 

The bo~ probably giggled as they watched him do a few old 
fashioned warm ups, touch his knees Instead uf toes, swivel the hips 
rather than stretch the groin and splash the oil onto the upper arms. 
But maybe only one In fifty of the young lads wtll be able to match 
his achievement. And, if they stayed around for the secor 1d 0s game, 
they might have even learnt a trick or two as we watched him, for 
the last time, perform his magical and often amusing craft . And It ts 
now legend that he went on and kicked the wtnnlng goal after the 
siren. 

Slippers played junior fo:>tball with Ellham, playing through the 
under 19's and up to the seniors. He made his senior debut against 
Bundo:>ra in 1983 kicking three goals from the pocket. Most of his 
career was as a forwa rd-pocket/rover or occaslonally going back. 
Slippers has always been a genuine ball winner. has skilled dL~posal 
and Is deadly accurate around goals. In his later years he has 
entertained. us with his uncanny knack of drawing the free-kick from 
helpless opponents. Either diving at the slightest touch or arching 
the back and raising the arms if ever grabbed, all done with majestic 
timing of the t rue genius and the cheeky grin of the showman. 

Slippers played a significant role in seeing Eltham written up in the 
history books. ln round 12 of the 1989 sea.-.on, Thornbury Rovers 
(now Atphington) sheepishly ventured wider the trestle railway 
bridge into Panther Park and got massacred. Tue highest ever score 
and the greatest winning margin arc s1111 League records. The poor 
litt le Ettham Hardware scoreboard could hardly display the flna l 
result of 52.41.353 to 0.0.0. Sllppers was the man who stopped 
Thornbury scoring a point. 

Deep into the last quarter a freakish set of Incidents occurred. A 

1930 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Baker, Ron 

Cameron, Rod 

Copeland, Jack 

Cunningham, W 

Downing, Harold 

Durham.Neil 

Frost,J 

Hart, P 

LcBrocq, George 

Martyr, Ray 

Newton, Jack 

Parsons, Alby 

Parsons, Les 
Pitcher, Fred 

Taylor, W 

Twyford, Jack 

Wa~n,H 

Weidlich,Harry 

E1tham7-15-57 
Heidelberg 7-8-50 

at War Memorial Oval, 
Greens borough 

1932 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Baker, Ron 

Copeland, Jack 

Downing, Harold 

Durham.Nell 

Forde, Harry 

Hart, Burl 

Ives, Wally 

LeBrocq, George 

Martyr , Ray 

Murray, Kellh 

Newton, Jack 

Parsons, Les 
Pitcher, Fred 

Smith,R 

Taylor, W 

Weidllch, Harry 

West.Jack 

Eltham 13-19-97 
Heidelberg 8-10-58 

at Warrtngal Park, 
Heidelberg 

Thornbury player managed to grab the ball from the center s.qtrnrc ruck duel, happened to be one of the few to have the basic sklll lo 
kick lt Info his for.vard line, and it landed In the vicinity of their twenty Slone full forward. In step with the flavour of the play, the 
humanitarian umpire decided to award a free kick to the man mountain twenty meters out. The pressure was enormous, the crowd 
hissing and the players on the mark telling fat Jokes. His kick struggled. The ball almost traveled the distance to the goo ls but bounced 
and appeared to be going through for a point. In swoops Slippers and withoulchangingstride collected the ball and arrogantly held. It up 
lo the crowd in triumph as he bounced his way to the wing. Forever the entertainer. 

It goes wi1hrn11 saying that such a '' never give a sucker and even break" alt itude displayed by Suppers and the team saw them 1989 
premiers. The premiership medallion and kicking a goo] In the grand final are IWO personal savoring moments. The other notable 
highlight occurred last year, beating Lower Plenty In the preliminary final with a real bunch courageous battlers and football misllts. 

A less savoring moment was under the coochtng of chain s111oklng full-forward Ron Wilson in 1987, when Slippers and "Digger" 
Gardam were dropped to the seconds for the away match against Epping. To their way of thinking, this gave them a good opportunity lo 
have a big Frtday night in town. Off they went down Klng Street to the popular '80's nightclubs, lnnauons and the Hlppadrome, 
eventually ending up at the Waterside Hotel. Pot after pot, MlUthern after southern, the 22 year olds were bragging away al how good 
they are and that they were being vlctimLred for It. Before they knew 1t, it was ten o'clock Saturday morning. 

Sy the time they arrived at the Epping Recreation Reserve and rolled out of the taxi the twos were stripped and ru nning out. The coach, 
Wayne Tesch, could only looked at them In sympathy, dressed. In their last days of disco clothes wearing heavy eycltds. He 



ordered them to kit up and get to the bench. It goes wirhout saying that when T cschy eventually let 
Suppers on he only lasted ten minutes. The players in the next game had to wake him up. 

Slippers was also 111 the thick o f it in the gambling helicon days at the Club durtng the late '80' s. W1lh 
Jason Schembri, Darren "Postie" Maclane, Roy Loven, Andy Dale and Steve Murdock to name a few, 

the talk before the game was not who was tagging Apostola, but boxing a couple of horses In the 
quadrella. No. they did not bet against themselves to lose to Thornbury (if they did the scores would 

have been 5.0.30 to0.31.31 al l ru.~hed behinds), but if they weren't bctlingon the horses or crown & 
anchor, Slippers would be running a book on how many smokes Ron Wilson would have at half time. 

In the dark days of the club during the 1992-93 seasons Slippers, along with Jamie Stickland and Roel 
White, turned to the Eltham College Turtles for a social game in r.he 'G' Grade Amateurs. After 

helping the111 to a premiership he moved back to resume his playing career witJ1 his beloved Panthers 

;" 1995. 
For rhf' young fclloW'l who watched on and those that played with him rhroughout his years. the day 
was a oilebratlon of a career ofa tru ly great Eltham cha racier who has been devoted to the Panther 

cause. And there was one guarantee In his last game that we were all be betting on, the stocky little 
No. I I acted the showman and made us laugh. Three cheers to Suppers. 

One Winner 
The ill1.15triouscarcerofByron "Bopper" Smith began tn the shadows of great E1tham footballers ofa 
by-gone era, many !i!IY the best young talent the club has ever bred. The likes of Cameron Walker, 
Ash Bray, Tony Taylor, Rohan Burch and la:r1 Chesser fonned the nuclcusofthcall-conc,.1rringEl1ham 

High School Herald SWcld team that took on the might of Asswnplion College at Victoria Park. 

Include Matty Ry,m second only to Wes Fellows in the Collingwood best & fairest, Sammy Oldfield , 
Daryl Ram,;ay, Dean Sonnbergand Australian cricketer Adam Dale, the under 16 PanL11ersof 1983-84 
were almost unbeatable. 

Forrum1tely for Bopper he had plenty of time to observe the craft of his talented peers from the 
comfort oftllC' lnlerchangc bench. But unfortunately, the coaching staff stood Jn front. blocking his 
view and any chance of accelerated lean1ing. 

Bopper first playOO football at 16 years of age after an upbringing of soccer and rugby. Some say Ills 

undeniable lalent as a rugby Sl-'C011d-rower/lock forward would have Sl-'Crl him selected In the 
Vicrnrl;m A team. But, on Saturday April 29'" against Mernda, the knockabout ruckman reaclwd tJie 
personal milestone of 150 open age games for the E1tham Football Club. 

Bopper did not have many great mentors in his early years. He played country football for Lile 

Warmambool lnsl!tute Sharks, who when they did miraculously wln the odd game, celebrated hy 
laying face down on L11e grouml. in front of the opposition, doing the "Shark Shumc" uslng lhclr 
hands as fins. When they did not win thr ritual was later perfonned at the pub to lmpre~~ the girls. 

nien he was center half forward for the London Hawks whose ground was inside a cycling vclodrome 
in South London. He wa.~ fffruited and played on the same day when he simply turned up to watch. 

The happy Pom get Ung out ofhls kit and handing It to the six foot-two guy with an Australian accent 
w.:cmcd more than obllgtng. Gladly, in the English tradition he got stuck Into t.he lagers and thought 
Bopper tore them apart. 

It ls agreed amongst supporters that the coming of age for the iruly gentle giant was the 1999 flnal 's 
series. h was well pubHci:t.cd that the two's had not featured In the finals for 25 years so it goes 

without saying Bopper had not played in a finals game up to that point. With all that history Liehlnd 
them and after the disa1>1>0lntment of missing the double chance, the sccond's mo1ored through each 

of the climlnatlon games on sheer determination alone. BopJX!r cxemplifled this style of foo1ball 
throughout hL~ career (when he could be bothered) and his two towering goals ln fifteen minutes 

1947 
B GRADE PREMIERS 

players 

unkno= 

Eltham 3-6-24 

Diamond Creek 3-5-23 

at Warringal Park, 

Hcldclbcrg 

1949 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Anderson, Robert 

Barrett, Harry 

Bradford. Harry 

Corbet, Ron 

Devine, Anthony 

Devine, Raymond 

&!wards, Hee 

Fisher, Doug 

Fry, Albert 

Harding, Jack 

Hunter. Gordon 

Jarrold, Max 

Mapperson, Ed 

Mapperson, Ern 
Mathews, Jack 

McColl, Lindsay 

Morrison, Jack 

Sinclair, Colin 

T revina, John 

Yole, Dennis 

E!tham 8-8-56 

Greensbomugh 7-6-48 

at Warringal Park, 
Heidelberg 

against Mcrnda to guide tJ1c lads to victory iu the first semi was one of the many memorable moments of the campaign. 

But his greatest fear wa.~ when he held down center halffonNard againM Bundoora In 1996 in one of his twenty-five games for the firsts. 
That day at Yu!ong Reserve he kicked the sorry butt of Matty Burrows, scoring at least 25 pcrcrnt of the Panther total. Burrows was so 

embarrassed of the Big Bopper giving It too him he could not face his team mates again, moving onto South Morang. As the lads in rhe 
. ,;cnreboard took clown th<' score of3.2 to 23.23 at the end of the g,1me they knew E!1ham had at least one winner. 

Pao,,14 
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Leaping Legend 
Sitting across from Leigh Miller, sipping cafe lane and chatting about old tbnes outside a St Ki Ida Road 

cafc, it was hard to believe he was lhe same person who has pulled on the number 39 for Eltham over 
the last twelve years. The big and loud brute of a man who has ploughed a distinctive career at 

Panther Park could not be the same mild mannered, polite, clean cut city executive sipping Italian 

coffee. 

Legend has It that his alter-ego was stolen at birth from a Western Samoan warrtor and is the son ofa 
Cook Islands Prtucess. His diet consists of raw dlm-sims swallowed whole like oysters, gelignire and 

tile l>abics of small mammals. All he would confirm to these stories was, "I used to eat a dozen 
c11mmies before a game, chewed of course, but now !Juststlck to a Mars Bar and coffee.'' On Saturday 

May 20"' against Panton Hill, rhe real living legend "Leaping Leroy" Miller donned the panther 

guen1.,;cy for the 150"' time and run out breathing flre. 

Leaping was an early maturer, he has been the S11tne size since twelve. He played four years in the 

under 19's and it would have been five if he was not drap,grcl to the seniors when he was a top aged 

Ul9 player. 

He made his A grade debut against Macleod In 1988 silting on the bench for two and a half quarters 

before being called upon by the coach Andrew Dale in th<' thtrd. At the time the Pa:r1thers were up by 
fifteen goals so to get him in the action he started ln t11e fonNard pocket. It was to be one of the few 

times he would enjoy the glamour of tJ1is position. Taking an extract of Merv Bcnnell's statistics, 
Leaping helped himself to fifteen possessions but kick four behinds and sent a set shoroutofboundson 

the full. Since that day and up to his 150'" he had played a further 138 A grade and 10 B grade games. 

In the premiership year of 1989, Leaping played every game up until he injured his knee which put 

him out of action for L11e season, missing out on the grand fina l. To ea.sre his woes he turned back to 
the juniors to help out with the under 17's where he was able to rekindle his love-hate affai r with t11e 

Lalor Football C lub. Leroy loved stirring them up and they couldn't handle him. 

Now, we all know Leaping is loud. He possesses a big roaring voice thal carries for miles. Kids 

walk.Ing across the railway bridge to get over the Diamond Creek run in pauic thinking a train' s 
coming when Leaping lets his vocal cords rip. John Barnes, In the can bar ofa Saturday, used to grab 

five cans of VB on Lcaping's command only to realize Leaping was actually playing and yelling to 
"Bluey" Rus.~ell that he had five (meters) on his opponent and he could steady up for goal. The 
amazing thing was Leaping would be standing ln the back pocket bellowing from the opposire end of 

the ground. 

Anyway, Leaping was at his best this day at Lalor running for the under l 7's. n1e coach would give 

Leaping the message and he would yell across the ground without moving. Asked why he hated Lalor 
so much, 1he reply was simple. "Wr hardly beat them." 

Brett Shea, who played most of his football wltli Leaping, described his attitude he.~t. "Leigh was 
proud. He would nm full of steam, chest out and match his physical presence by playing extremely 

1953 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Auderson, Robert 

Barrell, Harry 

Bennett, Stan 

Boyle, Kevin 

Bradford, John 

Deards, Wm1am 

Dearing, Alfred 

Devine, Anthony 

Devine, Raymond 

Edwards, Hee 

Fry, Albert 

Headen, Keith 

Jarrold, Max 

Jones. S 
Kelly, Roy 

Mappcrson, Ed 
McColl, Lindsay 

Morris, Harvey 

Schultz, Ron 

Toohey, Kevin 

Eltham 9-16-70 

Lakeside Rovers 9-7-61 

ar Warr!ngal Park, 

Hetdelberg 

aggressively. He would stir, berate and hit them hard aud they would chase him all day to seek their vengeance. The more they 
conce~trated on him the closer we got to winning. And he always ~'Cl!ll.-d to outsmart them and he has heen outsmarting them ever 
since 

Getting back to the story, this day was no differenl. Leaping was giving It to tJ1em, the LalorsupfN)rters Wt'regiving It back to him and 

the Lalor p layers minds were e lsewhere. In the end the mighty Panthers got up. Thirsting for blood the angry Lalor mob chased 
Leaping back to the visitors changing rooms. The current Lalor full-back V1r111ie Octolli had is face plastered agaln~t the window pane 
screaming "!'11 gel you Leroy, !'11 get you." And he ha.~ been chasing him ever since, trying to out wit Leaping on the fleld and once 

falling that, to outsmart him with one behind L11e ear. But Leaping has always been one step ahead. 

]ohn Burke, when he played for North I ldddlx-rg, was anolhcr IO have been mesmerized by tJ1e l..e,dpiug a:r1lics. Who would have 
thought a player with a reputation like Joim Burke, with his side handing out a foorball le.•;sen to the undermanned Panthers would even 
acknowledge the existence of one of our players. But Leaping was dlfTereut. He was In Burke's car all day. reminding him of the day he 

hit tJ1e umpire at the Lakeside Oval, tellh1g him how big and ugly he looked and, after kicking his third point In a row, berdtlug him 
about his football ability (Leaping can be very oIT-putUngstandlng on Uie mark). Persistence is one ofleaplng's talents, and It got to big 
Burkey, for all he wanted to do was nauen Lcap!ng's nose . 

Leaping played with his brother at Oakleigh DMrtcts du1ing tl1e 1994 and 1995 seasons. He decided to come home to Eltham after 

having a very public altercation with the coach, none orher than Richmond and Collingwood champion David Cloke. Leaping was 

Pao-ts 



not getting along that well with Clokey, not partlcularly impressed with his coaching ability. The situation became irreparable the day 

Leaping was dragged off the ground. After being told of the coaches instructions Leaping sprinted towards the bench, increased his 

speed as he approached the bemused coach and ran straight through him, knocking him flat out onto the ground and then he hit the 

showers. 

Leaping's career highlight came In 1997 where he played a pivotal role in helping the Panthers win the premiership. His unquestioned 

leadership qualities, ability to communicate and bond with the younger players was and still is revered. Every one walks taller and is 

more confident with Leaping around. 

In the grand final he played as an on-baller, kicking one of Eltham's five first quarter goals putting Mernda In a position that they could 

never recover. Before the game he shaved his head and ran around with a nude nut. The day after at the clubrooms with all the junior 

mothers watching he paraded the lot. In a nude dash with Steve Jablonski, he ran in pouring rain from the centre square to the railway 

bridge goals. k was perfect timing as the 4.32 from Flinders Street was rattling across the bridge on Its approach to Eltham station. 

Beside the grand final, his most memorable game was when he was a youngster and was given the job of running with Heidelberg's 

Martin Kemp in 1991 . Marty had a disastrous day for his standards, Leaping harassing him all day and kept him virtually kickless. At the 

end of the game he ligl1t-heartedly called Leroy a prick {probably the nicest thing anyone has ever said to him) and asked him what he 

was drinking, shouting him for tJ1e entire night. 

The time was up and as the waitress cleared the table away Leaping extended his multiple dislocated broken hand which has served the 

Eltham Football Club well. His grip was firm and his eyes genuine. He has plied every position from ruck to rover, centre half-back to 

full forward giving more than his best and he has unwittingly created an unforgettable legend. 

1969 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Anderson, Alan 

Birthisel, John 

Bray, Rodney 

Burgess, Greg 

Capuano, Bariy 

Davis, Ken 

Fitzpatrick, Ron 

Graham, Ian 

Haines, Terry 

Irvine, Greg 

Irvine, WUHa,n 

Moyes, Alan 

Pardon, Brian 

Robinson, David 

Scott, Robert 

Serritelli, Nassa 

Stewart, Curr 

White,Wi!liam 

Wl!hers, Adrian 

Wright, Bruce 

E1tham 16-11-107 
Diamond Ck 10-12-72 

at Warringal Park, 

Heidelberg 

1970 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Anderson, Alan 

Annett, Michael 

Birthiscl, John 

Bray, Rodney 

Capuano, Barry 

Fitzpatrick, Ron 

Irvine, Greg 

lndne, William 

Pardon, Brian 

Pettigrew, Robert 

Robinson, David 

Rothwell, Stewart 

Scott, Rohe rt 

Serritclli, Nassa 

Spoor, Neil 

Stewart, Cliff 

Walker, John 

White,William 

Wright, Bruce 

Ziebell, Robert 

Eltham 14-13-97 
Diamond Ck 12-11-83 

at Epping Recreation 

R=m 

1971 
B GRADE PREMIERS 

Arnold, L 

Barton, Rohcrt 

Bradford, D 

Brown, David 

Clark, G 

Davenport, Michael 

Driscoll, Brian 

Frcnon, D 

Haines, John 

Hocking, R 

Langan, L 
McMahon, Ken 

Morrison, R 

Moyes.A 

Ncwlands, M 
Rosewell, T 

Serritelli, A 

T raczewski, Frank 

Walker, Alex 

Wes.t,William 

Eltham 11-11-77 
Greensborough 10-8-68 

at Warrlngal Park, 

Heidelberg 
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1972 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Bray, Rodney 

Brown, David 

Driscoll, Brian 

Fitzpatrick, Ron 

Haines, Jim 

Hayes, Dennis 

Irvine, Greg 

Lempriere, Peter 

Napolitano, Nick 

Newnham, John 

O'Mara, Terry 

Pardon, Brian 

Quaife, Alan 

Robinson, David 

Rowbotham, Ken 

Sanders, Reg 

Scott, Ian 

Serritelli, Nassa 

Shearer, Graham 

Traczewski, Frank 

Eltham 15- l 9-109 
Res/Lakeside 11-11-77 

at Warl"ingal Park , 

Heidelberg 



Kick It Long 
Jfyou ever wanled someone k.ickingat goal fur your life most pundlfS would want Gregory ''Wmo'' Wilson to be their man. Once he 
has secured the red pill in his beefy front with the sound oflhc characteristic thud, it isgcncra11y put down your glas.~. As Wmo takes 
his customary look at the goals to ensure he has not ventured out of his range, a few young hopeful rlJ'St season players will offer a lead. 
But 1he- blinkers are on and the ball is firm ly tucked under the am1 as he walks purposefully back to line the goal poslS up for another 

major. 

Wt110 led his side out against Reservoir on Jun(' 10"' for his 150'" open age game in his beloved red and black colours of the Eltham 
Football Club. h was his 101• reserves game and he took his customary stroll down to the goal square with the aim of accumulating 
another bag of goals. He has captained the side for three seasons, been runner-up in two and third 1n two best & fairest awards and has 

been the leading goal kicker fur a number of campaigns. 

Wmo was an instrumental part of the successful resurrection of the reserves in 1999 helping the team reach the mystical heights ofa 
grand final berth, the first time since 1974. Not only was Wmo Lile captain but he shone at full forward throughout the season and 

through his efforts gained the honour being the leading goal kicker In the reserves competition. At season end he had k.lckt.>d 75 goals. 

Wlllo played his first open age game In 1991 after coming through Lhe under 19' sunder the guidance of the very lnfluenUal and popular 
coach David Ramsay. He made his debut In the senior team In 1994 under the coaching of Peter Slasick and so far has playl.>d 49 senior 
games. The pinnacle of his playing career to date has been the 1997 season playing as full forward in the victorious senior premiership 

team. Kicking 59 goals throughout the year Including three vltal goals In the grand final he was the clubs leading goal kicker for the 

1974 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Bond, Glen 

Bray, Rooney 

Brown, David 

Buckley, Pat 

Da=n,T,e=, 

!leaden, Peter 

Irvine, Greg 

Lemprlrrc, Prtrr 

Leslie, Trevor 

Ling. Ron 

Lowe, Peter 

Massey, Bernie 

Pardon, Brian 

Quaife, Alan 

Rowhntham, Ken 

Sauders, Reg 

Shearer, Graham 

Stanley, Dun 

T raczewski, Frank 

Withers, Adrian 

E1tham 10-9-69 

Heidelberg 9-8-62 

at Warrlngal Park, 
Heidelberg 

1974 
B GRADE PREMIERS 

Barnett, Ga1y 

Barton, Rober! 

Birthisel, John 

Bode, Steven 

Cresp, L 

Davenport, M.iclmel 

Driscoll, Brian 

Haines, John 

HUiler, Andrew 

Mappcrson, Frank 

Marlnov, Michael 

McFarlanc, Andrrw 

McMahon. Ken 

Napolltano, Nick 

Skinner, Je ff 

Slacik, Perer 

Sprong, Larry 

Tesch, Wayne 

Walkrr. Phillip 

West, Wuuam 

Elt11am 10-13-73 

Templestowc 5-5-35 
at Waningal Park, 

Heidelberg 

season, one ahead of Mark Minney. 

Wlllo started playing at full-forward on a permanent basis al the 

beginning of the premiership year of 1997. He had kicked 242 goals 
in hlscarccrbcforehis 150"' game, 74 In thescnlorsa11d 138111 the 

reserves (including 24 this season). I-Its biggesr haul or 11 was 

against Kinglake in 1999, a day John McCreery will nol forget in a 
hurry. To encourage Willo a long (not that he needs any 

encouragement to kick goals), John made lhe deal that he would 
drink a can of VB for every goal Wmo kicked !hat day. 

At half time Wwo had only managed three, the drinking was a little 
slow, so John decided to have an extra one during the break. Tuts 
proved to be a slight mistake in Judgement. Wmo wem on a goal 
kicking rampage slotting through six ln the third quarter and two tn 
the last. Wirncsses reveal that after his shower Wmo approached 

John and asked him how he was going. With a wink and a smile 
John rrplled gleefully, "Well done son, I'm happily working my 

way through your third quarter efforts and well on track of 
cel{'hratlng every six pointer. 

Wlllo has kicked 10 or more goals on 3 occasions, all In the reserves, 

wllh a highest tallyof9 in the seniors against Hun;tbrtdgeat Panther 
Park In the last game of the home and away season In 1997. 

Willo has the charisma and presence of a leader. He was appointed 
coach of the under 19's in 1998 antl was as.signed the task of 

eradicating the void hetween the senior and junior clubs. After two 
years In remission and against all logistical odds his pcrslstcoce 

prevailed managing to bind together a Rroup of young men into a 
rom1w.ti1ive and skillful team. The testimony Is that many or them 

nil the senior ranks today. 

In his time as G1prain of the reserves his team motivational speeches 
are legendary. An extract goes something llke this - "Now let• s 
forget about them and conccntra1c on what we can control. Out uf 
defrnse play on at all costs and switch tl1e ball Into space to runners. 
Then make sure we bring the ball back into the corridor playing 
through half-forward. Let's have blokes 

...,.,. 



streaming past and make sure we Uien kick long into the grid area where we will have players leading. Now come on boys." 

What he really means is this - ''They' re shit. I reckon I can kick 10. You back men, no rooting around with the ball. Get It down the 

center as quick as possible. Forget center half forward and stop bloody hand-balling between each other, kick it long lace up to me at 

full forward. And Andy Turner get the f. .. out of my road."' Inspiring stuff. 

Willa's load voice and bellowing laugh are unmistakable in a crowd. When he becomes impatient his cry of annoyance is deafening from 

foll forward. His trade mark kick of perfect parabola proportions is beautiful to watch. His way of jumping (sometimcs rolling over} the 

fence to fetch the football In the early quarten of each match unique. He has come a long way since the under 10 cats, he is a true 

cJubman and a fantastic player worthy of our applause and gratitude. Congratulations Wlllo on a fine effort. 

Browny, Billy, 150 games and that Head But 
David Brown, lined up for his 150"' game against Macleod on July 15'". Up to that point he had played 132 senior games and 17 reserves 

games for the club. Brawny, as he is known, got his first call up in 1990 as a seventeen year old. After the U/17s had nnlshed their 

sea.~on Brawny decided lo try his luck, with the open aged teams. 

He played a few in the reserves and on the Thursday night before lite last game of the season, he heard his name called out !n the nrsts. 

Upon arriving at Diamond Creek, on the Saturday he found out thal someone else became available and hence he did nol get to play. 

Browny had to wait until early 1991 for another chance to play his first game in the seniors. He got his chance this time against 

Greensborough at War Memorial Park. While he started on the bench he came on for about half a game on the wing and got a few kicks 

even though the side was flogged on the day. 

Bmwny played one more senior game during the 1991 season and a further four games in 1992 until he become a re&'lllar In the senior 

side in 1993. Browny has won several club awards for his playing performance. He won the best & fairest in 1996, was runner up in 

1994, 1995 and 1997 and was placed third !n 1993. He was the club captain in 1998-99 and has played in both of the past two winning 

prernlerships sides of 1995 and 1997. 

Over the yean Brawny has played along side many great Eltham players including Darren Sinclair a young David Streat and of coune his 

mat.e 82 (Skipper). Browny has reached 150 games at the age of27 and as long as the injuries hold up he should be able to play over 200 

games for the club. Whether he catches his Great Uncle Harry Barrett, whom is still the leading gdme player at Ellham with 285 games, 

is maybe out of reach. But then again Browny does love his foot.hall. 

On the football field Browny loves to spin and turn, duck, spin, turn, sidestep, twist and duck around the mulberry bush and this is how 

Brawny plays football in a straight line. Wait to yuu see him try to evade an opponent or reach into his wallet. 

Brawny is not known for being a scuffler on the footy field. however a few week.~agoagainst Hurst bridge he gave one of the opposition 

players an awful shock. Brawny proceeded to m;e his head to block and defend hlmself from several punches, even those ones that were 

clearly going to miss him. Brawny had to use all his fighting ability just to get his head in the way. 

Browny like many players has played in several positions over the past couple of years, such as wlng, halfback and half forward, but his 

preferred position is ruck roving. The Brown family is always there to watch him play his football, with father Joim Charles running lhe 

boundary for the reserves, his mum, sister Jane and of course, Billy his dog. Billy along with David has the nickname Brown Dog. Now 

there is some one else who watches him play, his girlfriend Mtchclle. 

David and Michelle have been going out for a while now but when Brawny fint fell for Michelle, or was that Michelle fell because of 

Browny? Well let us go back a few years to the point in time where it all started, the Pyjama Cocktail party. Now off the field Brawny 

is a quite bloke. He allows guys like Goose to muck up and he normal!y sits back and just shakes his head at their antics and remains out 

of trouble. 

However, this night the Brown Dog took over. Brownywa.~ legless and he proccc<lcd to try and coax Michelle to lay on the mattress 

next to him in the middle of the room In the lauer part of the evening. Now Browny being very drunk caused Michelle to be a bit 

unsure of what was happening and justifiably reluctant to play this game. However Brawny was never going to glve up easily so he went 

back to his ance~tor ways of the caveman and head hutted Michelle who stumbled to the floor. Because shedidn 't fall near the mattress 

Browny had to drag her along the carpet, giving her carpet burns along the way. 

Then the interacllon took a turn. Once Michelle was on the mattress Brawny left. stumbling out.~ide. Michelle picked herself up, 

confused and followed her warrior. When she got outside and asked Brawny if he was OK, he chucked up on her shoes. At that 

moment Michelle, as she was looking at her stained shoes, in pain from her carpet bums and bruised buttock, fcl1 in love with the Brown 

Dog (David). What a lovely way to get a girl. so romantic. Just like his football career - one to remember! Congratulations on 150 
games David 'Brown Dog' Brown. 

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au) 

Spellbinding 
Saturday July 22"" against Whittlesea, Mark "Skips" Minney, or from 

the origin of his nickname "Mini Skips", played his 100"' open age 

game for the club. A~ Skip turns up the heat on the opposition every 

Saturday, the collective crltJcs agree that he stands comfortably as one 

of the best players ever to represent the Eltham Football Club. It is 

simple to be in awe when the after hurners go on leaving the 

opposition flat footed or when he displays his sllky skills and kicks 

another goal with consummate case. 

So what happened to Skips? Why isn't he playing In the big league? 

Did he even go to the Northern Knights? His Dad, Keith Minney sums 

it up fairly simplistically, "Skips just loves playing with his mates.•• 

After playing in the Under 17 prcmlershlp in 1993 along side Adam 

Simpson of North Melbourne fame and Travis Gloury, the three of 

them were Invited down to train wllh the Northern Knights. Around 

the same time Skip was accepted into Deakin Univenity at the 

Geelong campus. Naturally, Unlversity and your studies come nrs1, 

but also thrown into the bargain was the chance to live on his own 

down al the Minney beach house In Torquay. Play the bachelor. Now 

there is nut much fun playing the bachelor, getting out on the town, 

drinking beer and chatting up the ladies without any mates, he knew 

just the place to find them - the Torquay F C. 

Now for years Skip has been burdened in his appearance. Mistaken as 

being much younger, smaller in stature and slow. On his first training 

night and not knowing anyone he introduced himself to the under 19 

coach at Torquay. He took one look at him and thought the kid got 

the wrong night, "The ]S's train tomorrow lad." 

That Saturday morning the coach didn't know what to do with the 

new scrawny young kid, another tJ\oke he'd have tu rotate off the 

bench. He approached Skip, "Can you play?'" A cheeky smile came 

to Skips face lighting up his boyish charm. He was keen lo play for fun 

and simply replied, "A little bit." 

Needless to say the coach fell under the Skip spell and soon realised his 

harmless "Can you play?"" CJUestion boarded on the ridiculous. After 

three best on grounds in his nrst three games the coach pulled him 

1982 
A GRADE 

Amery,Mark 

Barton, Robert 

Crick.Gary 

Dale, Andrew 

Deards, Warren 

Hyslop, Sandy 

Irving, Glen 

Jenkins, Greg 

Jones, Mark 

Jonklaas, John 

McFarlanc, Anthony 

Mclaine, Darren 

Meade,Wayne 

Mekking, Peter 

Mitchell,Stan 

Murray.Michael 

Russell, Andrew 

Slnclair,Mark 

Snelson, Wayne 

White,Steven 

Eltham 15-13- 103 

Mac/Rosanna 14 -8 -92 

at Nillumbik Park, Diamond 

Creek 

1989 
A GRADE 

Bishop, Darren 

Burch, Rohan 

Dale, Andrew 

Gardam, Shane 

Harvey, David 

Hingston, Paul 

Kyte, Ian 

Oldfield, Sam 

Ramsay, Garry 

Russell,Andrew 

Schembri, Matthew 

Shea, Brett 

Smith, Paul 

Solar, Robert 

Sonnberg, Dean 

Stickland.Jamie 

Taylor, Ant11ony 

Walker, Cameron 

Walker.Travis 

Wllmot. Grant 

Eltham 18-11 -119 

Epping 17-8-110 

at Warrlngal Park. 

Heidelberg 

aside wanting to know some answers, ''Where, why, how? Geez." He looked to the Gods and walked off shaking his head without 

uttering a word. Skip played the whole year In the pivot, won the best and fairest and was instrumental in another Premiership victory. 

But most importantly to Skip he earned the respect and loyalty ofa new set of mates. 

Through the year the Northern Knights came looking for Skip. I le told them about his study commitments at Geelong. Not 

undcr:standing Skip and his priorities, the Knights told him to go and register with the Geelong Falcons. But Skips devotJon was wltJ1 his 

new friends at Torquay, playing with his mates. 

At the start of 1995, Skip moved to the Burwood campus of Deakin University. His first intention was to play in the U/19 team at 

Eltham, however they quickly recognised his talent and lie played all 20 games of the season in the seniors. To help his mates he even 

lined up one day for the U/19' s due to the Jack of numbers. Skip proceeded fO rack up 10 possessions in the first 15 minutes of the game 

and would have kept going if the senior coach Grant Wilmot had not arrived to see one of his young senior players running around and 

immediately ripped him off the ground. 

Skip was a part of the new exciting generation at Eltham which brought upon a very unexpected 1995 premiership to the Club. 

Celebrating with his young peers David Brown, Steve Kilby, Ashley Dickson, Scott Mitchell, Simon Nixon and Craig Haydock, Skip got 

his Panther tattoo from, thirds coach and "semi-profcs._~ionai" tattooist, Nugget. 

Mum could not have been pleased with the panther tattoo after her reaction to Skip shaving his head following the 1997 premiership 

victory. Protesting. Skips pleaded leniency sighting that everyone else got thein shaved too. For weeks Carmel called him an Idiot 

reminding him that half the others are bald as badgers anyway. To ciuieten mum down Skip walked around the house and suburb for two 

months with a hat 011. 
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By nature Skip Is very quiet. More ofa watcher than a doer. With the likes of Ash Dickson and Scott 'Goose" Mitchell doing all the 

entertainment why not just sit back and laugh? His favourite pastime Is sitting on a comfortable couch watching TV. Get him on the 

couch and that is it for the day. Sklp Is one of the best couch potatoes around. Coming a close second is sleeping. 

Skip's other passion is cricket. Cricket at the Eltham Cricket Club {Panther Park is his second home, maybe even his first). It was whilst 

on a cricket trip that by fate alone he met his love and mother of his child, Terri. One evening a few of the boys were having drinks at 

the local in Mi!dura. Terri had just turned 18 and It was her job at the drinking establishment to mingle with the crowd and pick out all 

the under age drinkers. Who should she eye as a victim? 

At 22 years of age Skip was happily sipping on his pot of beer listening to a few cricket stories, the typical ones on how Eltham let the 

premiership slip again and that we need to pump in more money to go that step further, when he gel.'l a tap on the shoulder. Terr! was 

looking into Lhe eyes ofa 22 year old dressed in the body ofa guy, that she thought, was not a day over sixteen. "But he did have grey 

hair!''. Neverthele.'iS, she was convinced he was underage. ''Where's your ID, boy?" Skip was proud {he was in front of his mates) and 

refused to stoop to such a level, but he thought to himself, "She's not a bad looking chick". Terri started to get forceful, but with Skip 

coolly playing the mating game the result was a very flirtatious argument. Terri eventually gave In to his charm and a romance 

blossomed with Mark staying behind in Mildura after the boys left. 

At the time his friends thought notl1lng ofit, but when he missed a game of football to travel to Mildura to be with T errl they knew he 

was deadly serious. The two now live together and have a much loved boy they named Max. 

Skip played all hisjunlors at the club and by the time he had finished in the under 17s he had played 165 games. At that stage the only 

player who had played more In his junior career was Leigh ''Leaping Leroy'' Miller with 170. Sk!p played all of his previous 99 games in 

the seniors since his debut in 1995. Skip won the best and fairest at the club last year in 1999, was runner-up in 1996 and third in 1997. 

He was selected as the captain of the Diamond Valley division two 

representative side in 1999 and is curremly co-captain of the Club 

with Lucas Paul. 

The Terrorizer 
To the crowd who stand on the members side of Panther Park, it 

would appear that Scou "Jacko" Jackson has been around forever 

terrorizing the opposition. It was a surprise to them that on Saturday 

April 29" , against Mernda, he only chalked up his 50'" open age game 

for the Eltham Football Club. Little do they realize that he actually 

did not officially pull on the Panther jumper for the other multitude of 

games where he has terrorized the opposition yelling abuse at them 

from the hill. 

Jacko has a frame not unlike Roger Merrett, tall, lanky and plenty of 

bony sharp edges. A fierce competitor at center half-back he has 

etched out a commendable career for the Panthers that is ahvays 

threatening to end at the close of each match. His commitment is 

unquestioned. He trains hard and gives everything he has on the field. 

Jacko has never learnt that the bricklayer and his back were never 

meant to back Into packs. The way he drags himself off the ground 

after each game the punters surely agree !t must be his last. But he ls 

hard and he always comes back again and again. 

This thought brings recurring nightmares for a!l those who ventured to 

Tasmania after the 1997 season. Jacko roamed the corridors with an 

intimidating stare and icey smile inflicting "punishment" on any 

unfortunate sole left behind at the lodgings and game enough to 

venture out of their room. Grown men are still receiving counseling 

after being scared sen~eless by Jacko that night. He just kept coming 

back again and again. 

After playing his junior football with Research, Jacko was dt"-~tined 

always to become au Eltham footballer. It is well known if you hang 

around the Eltham pub long enough you wm eventually OC called upon 

to fill in for the twos. Jacko' s day came in 1997 when he made his 

debut for the club. But the difference with Jacko was, unllke his 

predecessors, he could actually play the game. 
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1995 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Almatrah, Eddie 

Brown, David 

Gathercole, Scott 

Glenn, Matthew 

Haydock, Craig 

Jansen, Darren 

Jewell, Corey 

Kilby, Steven 

Loe kl er, Scou 

Lynch, Paul 

Minney, Mark 

Mitchell, Scott 

Moran, Joel 

Nixon, Simon 

Ramsay, Daryl 

Ramsay, Garry 

Russell, Steve 

Sinclair, Darren 

Smith, Paul 

Streat, David 

Thomson, Gary 

Eltham 10-14-74 

West Preston 10-10-70 

at Warringal Park, 

Heidelberg 

1997 
A GRADE PREMIERS 

Brown, David 

Dickson, Ashley 

Eaton, Zennon 

Garrard, John 

Grant, Brett 

Heath, Dean 

Hingston, Andrew 

Jan..,;en, Darren 

Lockler, Scott 

Miller, Leigh 

Minney, Mark 

Mitchell, Scott 

Paul, Lucas 

Philpots, Dean 

Ramsay, Garry 

Rogers, Matthew 

Russell, Steve 

Smith, Paul 

Walker, Mark 

Weisheit. Matthew 

Wilson, Greg 

Eltliam 13-9-87 

Mernda 7- 13-55 

at Warringal Park, 

Heidelberg 

He played a significant role in the successful season for the twos in 1999 missing only one game, with his biggest thrill being the 1999 

preliminary final win against Lower Plenty. 

Some say Jacko's approach to a football season is quite unique. Retire al the end of each season, miss the long hot training nights over 

the summer period and wait for the call up when the twos are short in the practice matches. Jacko says it is consistent with the way he 

was recruited. 

In round five of the 1997 season, Jacko played his first 2pm game (of his seven) against Heidelberg West. The wiry, well tanned No23 

shuffied in his Scott Jackson way enthusiastically down to mark his man in the scoreboard back-pocket at Panther Park. But in the 

opening minutes, full of first game adrenaline he instinctively retaliated to a back hander, leaving the umpire no choice but to give him 

his marching orders. Some lark from the hill suggested that these things are only natural when you do your pre-season in the pub. 

Congratulatlons Jacko. 

Long Cold Winter Wait 
Footballers carrying the big weight of number 59 normally take an early exit. They cannot handle the stigma, simply fading away into 

the crowd of spectators drinking on the hlll. But on Saturday July 17"' against South Morang, Andrew "Clarkey" Clark contested his 50th 

open age game for the Eltham Football Club and still manages to haul around his number 59 with esteem. Con..~idering his history and 

age, the veteran big man from Bacchas Marsh who has played collectively over 250 games has come a long way and deserves our 

admiration. 

Ciarkey played his first game for E1tham in 1996 in round one against Heidelberg at Pamher Park. It was a beautiful sunny autumn day, 

perfect for football, which helped draw a bumper crowd on the terrace. That day Charlie Bode and Cappy Sinclair unfurled the 1995 

premiership flag. To Ctarkey It must have all seemed surreal; a successful club mixed in with a carnival atmosphere, a perfect place to 

play out his twilight years of football. It was not long before dark grey clouds enveloped the ground and settled In for the long cold 

winter. Twenty-five matches later Clarkey was still waiting to play in his first winning Eltham team. 

In 1996 the Eltham senior club was in division one and only sung the victory song once for the season, the reserves defeated 

Reservoir/Lakeside ln round six. Clarkey played in the flrsts that day. Eltham was relegated and Clarkey had mixed feelings about hls 
future. After contemplating retirement he decided to venture back to Bacchas Marsh, hut when he re-aggravated a past reoccurring 

Injury in the early rounds oft he 1997 season it was time, he thought, to hang up the boots for good. In 1997, Eltham won the second 

division premiership and promotion to division one. 

In 1998 Clarkey pulled himself out of retirement for a bit of unfinished business at Eltlmm. He had an injury riddled year playing only 

twelve matches. One of the six he missed out on was the round fifteen victory over Epping, the only win the dub managed for the 

season. The club was relegated again. To Ctarkey, with his nagging injurie-;, the frustration was too much and he retired again. Two 

seasons, 25 games and 110 wins. 

It was Inevitable that Clarkey's self imposed exile woulrl not last long and the pungent quest for a Panther victory too powerful. He 

tried to fight his natural craving for football in the summer pre-season of 1999, but once the players hlt the field and the smell of 

liniment was strong there was no holding him back. His first game back wa~ round five at Hurstbrldge in the seconds. The dub was 

strong and success in second division was once again taken for granted, but not by Clarkey. When the final siren sounded It signaled the 

first time Clarkey enjoyed the spoils of victory in a Panther guernsey. The signincance of the event, standing arm-in-arm with his 

teammates in a circle singing the Eltham theme song, to this day still Is the highlight of his career with the dub. 

The year proved ro he very successful for Clarkey. He won the reserves best & fairest award in a close contest with full-forward Greg 

Wilson. Only one vote separated them at the end of counting. Clark.ey played nine home and away matches in the seconds. That flrst 

game against Hursthridge he sat on the bench for most of the first half, but his efforts in the second scored him one single vote out of a 

possible 45 given for Lhe game (three voting slips giving five players votes). In hlndslght it was the winning vote. 

Clarkey played in the opening game in the 1999 final series with the reserves before heing recalled for the seniors for the second semi­

final against Lower Plenty matching up with an equally sized opponent Danny Rice. Thanks to the efforts ofClarkey in the ruck duels 

the Panthers had the hard fought game in their keeping and a spot in the grand final in sight. However, a few missed opportunities late In 

the third quarter and a strong resolve by Lower Plenty ,<;aw the game slip by. The next week against Whittlesea in the preliminary final 

the team seemed sapped of energy and subsequently lost, so Clarkey was free to play for thf' reserves !n the grand fmal. 

On grand final day Clarkey and a few others were outnumbered in the big men department against Whittlesea who had ruggedTJ1ature 

players all over the park. The reserves went down, however the experience of the year gave Clarkey the Impetus that season 2000 could 

be the st.ella year and possibly a fitting finale considering the early hardship he endured. Clarkey had played 29 senior gdmes and 21 

reserves with the dub up to the day of his 50"'. 
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Honour Board I" XVIII Honour Board 3'a XVIII 

Year l " ~t&Fairest 2"" Best & Fairest 3"'8est & Falresl Coaches Award DVFLB&F Goal Klc:ker Year l""Best & Fairest 2"" Best & Fairest 3"' Best & Fairest Coaches Award DVFLB&F Goal Kicker 

2000 Lachlc Richardson Steven Kilby Mark Minney Chris Mintern Mark Minney Lucas Pau l 2000 TyO'Meara Lloyd Mash Chris Brincat Jason Burleigh Brett Aldred Luke Kennell 

1999 Mark Minney Lucas Paul Tom R ichardson Simon Nixon Mark Minney Mark Minney 1999 
John Garrard 1998 Johnathon Caddy Tom Richardson Chris Moyle James Lambeth Johnathon Caddy Johnathon Caddy 

1998 Lucas Paul Steven Kilby Ashley Dickson Steven Kilby Minney/Moyle/ Mark Minney 
Dickson/Grant 

1997 

1997 Garry Ramsay David Brown Darren Jansen Matthew Weisheit David Brown Greg Wilson 

1996 David Brown Mark Minney Daniel Howse Dean Philpots Danlcl Howse Ashley Dickson 

1995 Darren Jansen David Brown Garry Ramsay Eddie Almatrah David Brown Scott Gathcrcolc 

1994 Shane Gardam David Brown Robert Owen David Bode David Streat Brett Shea 

1996 Daniel Palumbo Adam Locklier 

1995 Travis Roberts Ben Struve Paul Martin Mark Bums Travis Roberts Ben Struve 

1994 Craig Haydock Steven Kilby Matthew Rogers Adrian Palumbo Steven Kilby Steven Kilby 

1993 

1993 Steve Russell Darren Sinclair David Brown Robert Owen Darren Sinclair Ashley Dickson 

1992 Daryl Megna Sandy Hyslop Jamie Sllckland Daryl Megna Craig Johnson 

1991 Sandy Hyslop Garry Ramsay T ravls Walker Travis Walker Michael Doherty 

1990 Andrew Dale Sandy Hyslop RobenSoiar Andrew Da le Sammy O ldfield 
Cameron Walker 

1992 Shane Gloury Paul Brown Ashley Dickson Chris Fisher Paul Brown Ashley Dickson 

1991 

1990 

1989 Ken Sparks Phtll ip Harrls Craig Johnston Phillip Harris Brett Shea Brett Shea 
MRay 

1989 Cameron Walker Andrew Russell Sammy Oldfield Paul Bradford Cameron Walker Jamie Suckland 

1988 Cameron Walker Jamie Suckland Daryl Megna Daryl Megna Darren Maclaine 

1988 Leigh Miller Glen Leslie Steven Pitt Marcus Gardam Brett Shea 

1987 Steve Jablonski Mark Owens Paul Smith Rohan Burch Cameron Simpson 

1987 Andrew Dale Warren Deards Robert Solar RobenSoiar Ron Wilson Club Captains & Coaches 
Honour Board 2nd XVIII Year Captains Coaches 

YeM 1• Bcst & Fairest 2"" Best & Fairest 3"' Best & Fairest Coaches Award DVFL B&F Goal Kicker 
! " XVIII 2" XVlll 3" XVIII ! ' XVIII 2·xvm 3"XV11l 

2000 Dean Phil pots Manhew Rogers David Streat Mick !ddon David Streat Greg Wilson 
2000 Lucas Paul Greg W ilson Joel Hewish Carry Jessop Wayne Freeman Joe Donato 

Mark Minney Dean Philpot.~ 
1999 Andrew Clark Greg Wilson Grant Pittard Scott Jackson David Streat Greg Wilson 1999 David Brown Greg Wilson Garry Jessop Wayne Freeman Joe Donato 
1998 Andrew Turner Mick iddon Chris Daw Andrew Turner Joe Fisher David Ward 

OaJTenJansen 
1998 David Brown Darren Hartney Andrew McHugh Ray Spratt Michael Jones Greg Wilson 

Johnathon Caddy Michael Jones 
1997 Justin Green Jamie Cameron Marcus Gardam Justin Green Bret Shea DaJTen Hartney Tom Richardson 

Grant Pittard 1997 Paul Smith Greg W ilson Ray Spratt Gary Collinson 
1996 Gary Griffi n Grant Pittard Rod Whitcher Lynton Evans Brett Grant G Baker 1996 Paul Smith Greg W ilson Daniel Palumbo Peter Hall Gary Collin..,;on Serg G!gliollo 
1995 Michael iddon Matthew Rogers Greg Wilson Andrew Turner Greg Wilson Peter Candy 

Steven Kil by 

1994 Darren Arne! Rohan Burch Rod Whitcher Grant Ptttard Blair Pennell AdamGardam 

1995 Paul Smith Byron Smith Adam Every Grant W ilmot Gary Collinson Breu McCormack 

1994 Darren Sinclair Darren Amel Adrian Palumbo Grant W ilmot Max Paisley Bob Burton 

1993 DaJTen Arne] Kevin Lynch Greg Wilson Blair Pennell Adam Cardam 
Grant Pittard 

1993 Daryl Megna Darren Arncl Peter Siacik Michael Barclay 

1992 Mick McDonald Gary Griffin Paul Brown Peter Siacik Michael Barclay Paul Smith 

1992 John Gould ing David Srreat Robert Owen Paul Hingston Darren Campbell 1991 Sandy Hyslop Paul Hingston Brian Preece Michael Barclay 

1991 Daryl Megna Ray Buhaglar David Streat Ray Buhagiar Ray Buhagiar 1990 Andrew Dale JeITBlaney Brian Preece Ian Kyte 

Adrian Mezzalira 1989 Andrew Russell Peter Shaw Phillip HaJTls Peter Moore Ian Kyte David Ramsay 

1990 Brett Johnstone David Huxtable Colin Smyth Colin Smyth 
Corey Jewell 

1989 Colin Smyth Peter Shaw Andy Ryan D Flannigan Peter Shaw Colin Smyth 

1988 Andrew Russell Peter Bradford Glen Leslie Andrew Dale Bob Burton David Ramsay 

1987 Andrew Russell Wayne Tesch Andew Hingston Ron Wilson Wayne Tesch Bob Burton 

1988 Peter Shaw Billy Bemldsen Shane Leech Peter Shaw Jason Schembri 

1987 Gary French Kevin Lynch David W ilson Alan Rock Mark Deany 
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Head-to-Head History 

Team Played Wins Losses Draws % 

Macleod 84 60 23 1 71.4% 

Epptng 83 38 44 I 45.8% 

Heidelberg 78 30 48 0 38.5% 

Greensborough 75 25 50 0 33.3% 

Diamond Creek 74 42 31 1 56.8% 

Heidelberg West 73 38 31 4 52.1% 

Montmorency 73 25 46 2 34.2% 

South Morang 67 49 18 0 73.1% 

North Heidelberg 48 20 27 1 41.7% 

Watsonia 37 26 11 0 70.2% 

R.eservior 30 12 18 0 40.0% 

Lalor 30 15 15 0 50.0% 

Northcote Park 25 7 18 0 28.0% 

West Preston 24 12 12 0 50.0% 

Mcrnda 23 17 5 1 73.9% 

Whittlcsca 16 10 6 0 62.5% 

Hurstbridge 14 8 6 0 57.1% 

Bundoora 14 2 12 0 14.3% 

Lower Plenty 6 3 3 0 50.0% 

Kinglake 4 4 0 0 100.0% 

Panton Hm 4 4 0 0 100.0% 

Fawkncr Park 1 1 0 0 100.0% 

Reservoir /Lakeside 17 47 28 2 62.7% 

Templestowe 50 22 28 0 44.0% 

Thornbury 10 9 I 0 90.0% 

Research 8 7 1 0 87.5% 

Coburg/St.Andrews 2 2 0 0 100.0% 

Totals 1030 535 482 13 51.9% 
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Last win Last loss Sequence 

2000 2000 I win 

1998 1998 I win 

1982 1998 II losses 

1977 1998 15 losses 

2000 2000 1 win 

2000 1994 6wins 

1977 1998 15 Iosses 

2000 1997 Zwins 

1990 1998 9 Jusses 

2000 1993 8wins 

2000 1997 3wim 

1983 1998 II losses 

1988 1998 IO losses 

1995 1998 2 losses 

2000 2000 I win 

2000 2000 2 wins 

1999 2000 I loss 

1981 1998 12 losscs 

1997 1999 3 Josses 

2000 4 wins 

2000 4wins 

2000 !win 

Last played in 1998 

Last played in 1988 

Last played in 1989 

Last played in 1989 

Last played in 1995 

Winning Records 

Team 

Macleod 

Epping 

Heidelberg 

Grecnsborough 

Heidelberg West 

Diamond Creek 

Montmorency 

South Morang 

North Heidelberg 

Watsonia 

Reservior 

Lalor 

Northcote Park 

Wesl Preston 

Merncfa 

W!Iiulcsca 

Hurstbridge 

Bundoora 

Lower Plenty 

Kinglakc 

Panton Hill 

Fawkner Park 

l-!ighest winning score 

Lowest winning score 

Lowest score against 

Greatest winning margin 

Longest winning streak 

Highest winning score Lowest winning score 

30-24-204 (1987) 7-19-61 (1985) 

26-19-175 (1971) 7-9-51 (1978) 

19-17-131 (1975) 8-13-61 (1957) 

23-19-1 57 (1970) 8-8-56 (1949) 

28-26-194 (1970) 3-11-29 (1953) 

23-13-151 (1949) 6-3-39 (1990) 

20-12-132 (1957) 7-12-54 (1971) 

38-18-246 (1956) 7-8-50 (1981) 

27-20-182 (1969) 5-6-36 (1972) 

26-22-178 (1995) 6-9-45 (1988) 

25-23-173 (1986) 8-9-57 (1995) 

26-21-177 (1970) 9-10-64 (1977) 

25-7-157 (1982) 11-8-74 (1987) 

23-10-148 (1985) 7-13-55 (1988) 

23-15-153 (2000) 4-9-33 (1992) 

17-12-114 (1994, 2000) 7-9-51 (1995) 

3 I -19-205 (1989) 9-9-63 (1995) 

17-16-118 (1981) 11-11-77 (1981) 

23-18-156 (1995) 8-21 -69 (1995) 

33-22-2000 (1999) 22-22-154 (1999) 

35-12-222 (1999) 12-11 -83 (2000) 

28-10-178 (2000) 28-10-178 (2000) 

52-41-353 verses Thornbury (1989) 

3-11 -29 verses Heidelberg West (1953) 

0-0-0 vmes T hombo,y (1989) & Macleod (1995) 

353 points verses Thornbury {1989) 

22 wins during 1989-90 

Lowest score against GrMtCSt winning margin 

0-0-0 (1995) 175 points (1994) 

4-1-25 (1972) 115 points (1972) 

4-7-31 (1969) 71 points {1972) 

3-10-28 (1950) 119 poin<s (1969) 

4-0-24 (1977) 169 points (1970) 

3-5-23 (1950) 112 points {1949) 

4-17-41 (1967) 71 points (1957) 

0-6-6 (1957) 238 points (1956) 

2-2-14 (1971) 160 poin<s (1969) 

1-8-14 (1959) 158 points (1995) 

2-5-17 (1995) 118 poin<,;{1986) 

6-6-42 (1970) 121 points (1970) 

10-7-67 (1987) 61 po!nts (1982) 

1-8-14 (1988) 7 4 poin<s (1987) 

1-3-9 (1988) 83 points (2000) 

1-4-10 (1995) 71 points (1997) 

2-9-21 (1988) 168 palms (1989) 

7-8-50 (1981) 27 points {1981) 

4-4-28 (1995) 103 points (1995) 

4-4-28 (1999) 192 points (1999) 

7-9-51 (2000) 165 points (1999) 

8-10-58 (2000) 120 points (2000) 



Losing Records 

Team 

Macleod 

Epping 

Heidelberg 

Greensborough 

Heidelberg West 

Diamond Creek 

Montmorency 

South Morang 

North Heidelberg 

Watsonia 

Reservoir 

Lalor 

Northcote Park 

West Preston 

Mernda 

Whittlesea 

Hurstbrldgc 

Bundoora 

Lower Plenty 

Kinglake 

Panton Hill 

Fawkncr Park 

Highest losing score 

Lowest losing score 

Highest score against 

Grcatestloslngmargln 

Longest losing streak 

Highest losirig score Lowest losing score 

17-14-116(2000) 3-12-30 (1948) 

16-10-106 (1975) 1-4-10 (1991) 

17-8-110 (1990) 3-8-26 (1962) 

15-13-103 (1983) 0-4-4 (1991) 

22-7-139 (1983) 1-10-16 (1980) 

16-4-100 (1980) 1-4-10 (1966) 

17-7-109 (1983) 1-3-9 (1991) 

16-20-116 (1984) 2-5-17(1965) 

12-14-86 (1976) 1-3-9 (1996) 

18-6-11 4 (1979) 6-16-52 (1993) 

14-13-97 (1986) 2-8-20 (1947) 

14-16-100 (1983) 2-5-17 (1971) 

17-9-111 (1988) 2-5-17 (1996) 

11 -9-75 (1984) 3-9-27 (1993) 

14-9-93 (1987) 4-5-29(2000) 

11-9-75 (1997) 3-8-26 (1999) 

13-6-84 (1995) 6-11-47 (1994) 

11-15-81 (1983) 3-2-20 (1996) 

9-11 -65 (1999) 5-6-36 (1999) 

22-7-139 verses Heidelberg West (1983) 

0-4-4 ve~es Gree"sbomogh (1991) 

34-25-229 verses Northcote Park (1998) 

222 points verses Rcscrvotr/1..akcsldc (1966) 

29 games during 1962-64 and 1965-66 

Highest score against Gr~ateSt losing margin 

21 -23-149 (1980) 81 ""'"" (1980) 

33-13-211 (1965) 160 pol"ts (1960) 

23-23-161 (1966) 118 points (1971) 

33-30-228 (1965) 199 poi"" (1966) 

23-9-147 (1983) 119 points (1980) 

28-25-193 (1966) 183 points (1966) 

33-17-215 (1964) 181 ""'"" (1964) 

18-14-122 (1994) 78 poi"ts (1962) 

34-20-224 (1996) 215poims{l996) 

22-11 -143 (1984) 48 poi"'' (1984) 

28-14-182 (1947) 162 points (1947) 

27-17-179 (1992) 160 points (1992) 

34-25-229 (1998) 200 poi"" (1998) 

30-19-199 (1993) 157 points (1993) 

23-5-143 (1997) 64 points (1997) 

24-24-168 (1993) 114 ""'"" (1993) 

22-17-149 (1994) 93 poillls (1994) 

30-21-201 (1998) 177 points (1998) 

17-12-114 (1999) 78 points (1999) 
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