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Panther Year Book 4th Edition

The Eltham Past Players & Supporters Association (EPPSA), producers of the Panther Year Book, are proud to
continue their tradition of recognising past and present players. This 4th edition of the Panther Year Book is the story
of our season in 2003.

‘The Panther Year Book becomes a historical record of all achievements, milestones and highlights of both the club and
it's players and is a great way to reflect on the scason just passed. We hope you enjoy this edition as much as we have
putting it together.

The 2003 Season

The 2003 season was always going to be a challenge, and our survival in the top flight
was a must for the club. Too many times in the recent history of the club have we
followed a successful year in Division Two with subsequent relegation from Division
One. For the club to consolidate and build it was vital for us to cement ourselves in the
big league.

The seniors started the season with a fantastc victory at home against Lower Plenty.
In a game that was seen to be a defining moment for the club, the players were
outstanding in front of a huge home crowd and the club reaped the rewards, both on
the ladder and on the ledger. The seniors tried hard over the next few weeks without
luck and our second win came 5 weeks later against the winless Greensborough, our
first win against the Slime in 17 years. This vietory put us closer to that dream of
survival in 1% Division. Five weeks later, in Round 12, the boys went to Bundoora in
4 game the opposition had to win to make the four. Our players played their hearts out,
and with only 19 fit players, managed to secure an 12 point win. The win was
regarded as one of the biggest upsets in Division One history and certainly was our
best win for the year, While these were the highs, the lows did come and they came in
Tosses away against y While th did show that
they were competitive there were also games where it was evident that we had a long
way to go. Overall, the seniors were successful in their short term goal, and with 40
different players playing in the seniors throughout the year, it has shown that the effort
from the coaching staff, players and support saff has been rewarded.

Peter Burton avalts the cal for
water

The reserve team has changed dramatically since their Premiership victory in 2000. In three years the majority of the
rescrves personnel has moved on. 12 players are no longer playing and a further 3 or 4 won't be playing next season.
‘This represents a considerable amount of experience, but when you are in 1 Division you need as many young legs as
possible and young players are what we have in abundance. Throughout the year the reserves had some great teams on
paper and other times they struggled just to find a full team. Two wins over Epping and two wins over Lower Plenty,
once on the scoreboard and once due to an unregistered player, put the twos in cighth spot. The big win of the year
came at North Heidelberg by 9 goals in a game where the twos had just 19 players. It was the twos first victory at the
Pound since 1974 The twos demonstrated that they could play together as a team but, like the seniors, lacked the
consistency needed to trouble the top four. However, the reserve team did demonstrate the club has depth of talent and
served to help players overcome injuries and poor form as well as giving our younger players exposure o senior
football.

‘The thirds were always going to have a hard year with only 4 U/17 players coming up from the juniors. Demographics
and the Diamond Valley failing to back the club in our Friday night games meant fielding a full team week after week
was a difficult task. The team was on the receiving end of some thrashings this season but the core players continued to
tum up for games week after week. If character alone won premierships then our U/19 team was unbeaten. This
strength of character s a huge positive and very important for the long term fature of the club. Mark Minney was
outstanding in his commitment in trying to get a side onto the park and nursed the team through the entire season. Even
with the struggle for numbers the players did show that in patches they could play competitive football and were
rewarded with two wins for the season.
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Presidents S y

After the grand final 2002 th on r season and were immediately confronted
with the big question, how do we survive in 1* Division? This created many colourful discussions amongst the
committee. There were two defining moments that occurred in the off season, both of which contributed to the club.
being not just a successful 2nd Division club but a club who survived in 1t Division. These were the appointment of
Phil Maylin as senior coach and the construction of extra seating on the social club wing.

Phil was appointed senior coach in late November. While his appointment was quite late in the year he was quick to

show his determination in ensuring First Division status for the club and within the next few weeks secured the playing

services of Adam Contessa and Michacl Martin. The intensity of pre-season training was lified and the players adapted

well to the new level of professionalism at the club. It wasn’t just the players who had to lft but the committce had to

respond as well. By the time the practice matches came around it became apparent that the club would not only be
i but would be fielding i

Our other achievement was the construction of the new seating. While this maybe a small issue to many, it created a
change in the mindset of the committee and has hastened the plans for other capital improvements at Central Park. In
‘order for our club to become the best venue in the Diamond Valley we need to have the best facilities. This also has
ity improving our pl ide each season. The selection of Central Park to host the Inter League.
‘game over the Queens Birthday weekend proved that our capital improvements are increasing our chances of hosting
showcase football, and ultimately, finals football. We must improve our home. We can no longer sit around waiting for
the council to act. We must put into action our plans to ensure our vision for the club and its surroundings is achieved.

The help that the committee, and [
have received this season is heart
warming and extremely encouraging.
Being the Club President is  labour
of love. I enjoy the role immensely,
not only because T believe in the
Eltham Football Club, but because the
work load is spread right across the
club. The help has come from so
many people, and so often, it is
impossible to thank everyone for their
effort. No matter how big or small
your contribution was, I thank you.
After two years at the helm I only
now feel that I have some real
understanding of how to run the club.
Like any job the more help and
assistance you get the befter the
results. We were successful in our
objectives for this scason only
because of the contributions made by
50 many both on and off the field.
These contributions will need to be
repeated again next season if we are
to continue our momentum. I hope
youall join us again next year.

DEAN PHILPOTS

President Poisi & Secretary Smithy looking busy behind the bar.
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Life Member Honours

“The following is the definition of the club’s life member policy is as it appears in our constitution;

Life membership of the Eltham Football Club shall be conferred on persons who have made an
exceptional contribution to the club for a period of not less than ten years, service of which may not
necessarily have been continuous. Nominations and supporting submissions for life membership
shall be submitted by any financial member to the Committee of Management which shall make
recommendations 1o the annual general meeting on the nominations submitted. Only one life
membership in any one year. have full voting rights.

‘The club in the past has awarded Life Memberships to players once they have reached 200 open age games. The

difficult situation for the commmittee is that the constitution does not mention 200 games as automatic criteria for life

membership, even though it is widely regarded as 5o throughout the club. Awarding four life memberships in one year
i ing the same year p .

The presentation of a Life Membership is cause for celebration, by all at the club, and involves recognising the
achievements and contributions of the individual. We urge you all to attend our AGM this year to witness the
presentation of the club’s Life Memberships and celebrate what is a proud moment for both the club and those
nominated.

The nominated for Lif the Eltham Football Club:
Leigh Miller 200 games Round 2 April 12" against Northcote Park
Byron Smith 200 Games Round 7 May 24" against Greensborough
David Brown 200 Games Round 10 June 21*  against Lower Plenty
Andrew Hingston 200 Games Round 11 June 28" against Northcote Park

. Coach Wil Potse, Leaping. 4
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Season 2003 Honours

Mark Minney
Club Best & Fairest

Mark has won his third best and fairest and
moves into a league of his own. With his victory.
this season, only Anthony Devine (7) has won
more B&F's in the history of the club. Mark
polled votes in 17 of his 18 games played. - Skip
must love the odd numbered years with his
previous wins coming in 1999 and 2001. Mark
has now played 157 games for the club, all of
‘which have been A Grade appearances.

Adam Contessa
2" Best & Fuirest A Grade

Adam joined the club this year and immediately fitted
into the club both on an off the field. From the very
start he set a great example for allthe players with his
voice and hardness at the ball Adam worked
extremely well with Skips and the two of them
contributed to one of the most potent mid fields in the
competition.  Unfortunately Angry's season ended
prematurely with a knee injury.

Michael Martin

3" Best & Fuirest A Grade

Recruited from Brisbane in the AFL, Mick’s first
crack at local senior football was outstanding. Mick
fitted well into the club and brought with him great
pace and presence on the field. An inspiration to the
younger players at the club, Mick polled an amazing
45 votes in the last three games of the season.

David Brown
A Grade Coaches Award

Browny had a fantastic year in which he played his
200th game for the club. Browny's experience shone
through this season demonstrating his ability to play
many different roles. Browny moved out of his
temporary home in the back pocket to play on some of
the leading players in the competition with a high
degree of success. He is now regarded as a veteran of
the Eltham Football Club with a lot of football still
Teft in him.

Micky lddon carresthe balllooking for leading forverds
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VOTING SUMMARY

A Grade

Mark Minney
Adam Contessa
Michael Martin
David Brown
Lach Richardson

Chris Moyle
Steven Kilby
Shannon Tate
Chris Brincat
Anthony Mithen

B Grade
Dan Irwin
Scott Jackson
Leigh Howse
Leigh Miller
Nick Richardson
Chris Brincat
Joel Hewish
Grant Pittard
Jason Mee
Andrew Willoughby
imon Ereaut
Zennon Eaton
Luke Ferns
Chris Morgan

C Grade
Andrew Moyle
Adrian Wilson
Keith Davidson
Lucas Barnes
Robert Osbourne
Scott Weddell
Lyall Mee
Nathan Peck
Warren Evans
Greg Strickland
Aron Whyte
David Hewish
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Dan Irwin
Best & Fuirest B Grade

Dan played the first 7 games of the season
in the reserves and was destined to play in
the seniors this season had he not taken a
10 week break to pursue an overseas
holiday. Upon his return he immediately.
pulled on an Eltham jumper and
demonstrated o all that he still knew his
way around the football ground. His pre-
holiday form continued and he was able to
take the votes in the last two games of the
season to clinch this year's B&F award. At
the age of 24, Dan changes the trend of the.
past 4 winners who were all over 30 years
of age.

Scott Jackson
2" Best & Fairest B Grade

Yet again Jacko took control of opposition
key forwards and made them ean every.
kick. With his ability to rally the back line,
around him, the “Wild Man” was an
inspiration o all his team mates. News of
is imminent refirement was met with a
collective sigh of relief from all forwards
around the Valley. But what a way to end a
career. 100 games for the club and now a
2 Best & Fairest award to boot.

Leigh Howse

3 Best & Fuirest B Grade

Howsey played 15 game this year in the
reserves and one in the seniors. At the age
of 25 Howsey is becoming one of the more
experienced players around the club and
his value to the team increases every
sason. Leigh has mainly played up
forward or down back but this year he was
allowed to play much of his time in the
‘midfield which has enabled him get much
‘more of the football.

Brett Aldred

B Grade Coaches Award

Swoop played 17 games this year to take.
his tally to 41 open age games. Brett found
himself playing all over the ground

throughout the season and finished the
year mainly in the back line where he use.
his run and pace o clear the ball away
from the danger area.

Andrew Moyle
Best & Fairest C Grade

Andrew played in all 16 games this year
while still being eligible to play in the
UNTs. Andrew played mainly in the
midfield and was consistently getting the
ball whilst forming a formidable
combination with Willo in the engine
room. In a season where wins were rare
Andrew was an inspiration to his side.

Adrian Wilson
2" Best & Fairest C Grade

Recruited from Yarrambat, Adrian was in
his first year at the club. He played all 16
‘games this season as well as one in the
Reserves. He was the teams’ leading goal
scorer even though he played most of his
football in the midfield. With a good pre-
season behind him next year he is
certainly a young player who could pla
the frsts.

Keith Davidson
3" Best & Fairest C Grade

Davo played 14 games in the U/19’s this
season which takes him to a total of 49
‘games. This year he was appointed captain
of the thirds side and in Round 5 he
played a senior game against Epping. His
‘number of appearances in the U/19's as
well as his skill on the ground ensures
Davo will enter open age football next
year with plenty of experience.

Warren Evans
C Grade Coaches Award

Warren was one of the first players to start
pre-season and has been very keen all
year. Warren played 15 games this year
mainly in the back line. His enthusiasm
for the game and the club means Warren
will be around for a long time to come.
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A Grade 2003 Game S
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B Grade 2002 Game S ry

R [ Played v For Against | Mar [Pos| %
1| Lower Plenty Eltham Central Park 18-14-122 | 12-1486 | +36 | 3 | 1419
2_| Northcote Park | Northcote Football Ground 220152 | 98 | 7 | B39
3| Bundoora Eltham Central Park 117 | 8 | 569
4_| Heidelberg Warringal Park 44 | 8 | 562
5| Epping Eltham Central Park 165101 | 17 [ 9 [ 607
6| Montmorency | Parra Road Oval 17-15-117 | 39 | 9 | 616
7_| Greensborough _| Eltham Central Park 9761 | +55 | 9 | 116
8| WestPreston J.E. Moore Park 1612108 | 27 | 9 | 120
9| North Heidelberg | Eltham Central Park 1626122 | 65 | 9 | 690
10 | Cower Plenty AK. Lines reserve 12981 | 2620176 | 95 | 9 | 656
11 | Northcote Park | Eltham Central Park 18-12-120 | 32 | 9 | 663
12 | Bundoora Yulong Reserve 2| 9 | 693
13 | Heidelberg Eltham Central Park 82 | 9 | 664
14 | Epping Epping Recreation Reserve 1515105 | 0 | 9 | 686
15 | Montmorency | Eltham Central Park 1410 | 1610106 | 96 | 9 | 650
16 | Greensborough | War Memorial Park 13785 | 141195 | 10 | 9 | 662
17 | North Heidelberg | Shelley Park 10969 | 11874 | 5 | 9 | 613
18 | West Preston Eltham Central Park 71456 | 169105 | 49 | 9 | 666

The year started off with a bang. We . fw :
hosted Lower Pleaty i the first round | Highest winning score :  18-14-122 round I verses Lower Plenty

and i front o th biggest crowd for the | HIBheStIoingscore: 14488 ound 11 verses Northoote Park
Ve v 4% pertn Bebiioabsthe 8| Lowest L 1«:x.mt munlds 12 e Bundoora
players responded with a great win, The | LOWestlosingscore:  1-4-10 round I verses Montmorency

next two weeks saw Northcote Park and 5207 o 3 s Biadoota

9.7.61 round 7 verses Greensborough
Bundoors show 1o mercy and thump the s R i
e e e
crowd had some voice when the seniors ioe: b

Smallest losing : 5 points round 17 North Hei .
Lt Bk T ot lest losing margi points round 17 verses eidelberg.

6 saw us match it with Monty for 3 and half quarters before they managed to shake us offin the last 15 minutes. The
following week saw a pressure game against Greensborough where we were placed 9" and the Slime were last without
a win. It was a classic § point game. The 55 point margin was easy in the end but t took nearly a half to shake off the
Slime. The win gave the club real belief that we would survive in Division One even though no one wanted to proclaim
that we were safe. Round § against West Preston was a real contest for most of the game only to be beaten in the last 7
‘minutes. An encouraging result in what can be described as the least “user friendly” venue in the Valley. We ran North
Heidelberg into some form and then suffered a very disappointing loss to Lower who rubbed our noses in it with 95
point drubbing. A creditable loss against Northcote Park followed which ensured the players were forgiven by the
supporters for previous efforts. Then it was the round 12 clash against Bundoora, a date on the calendar even the
President nearly missed. The game saw the players match it with Bundoora all day. A few quick goals before % time
put us ahead and a great % time speech by fabulous Phil, and one of distaste by Vinne Datoli saw the Panthers ahead by
12 points at the finish. The following week we met ch]dbug who displayed their season best form ensuring we werc

ack to earth. Then on ‘we fought out a thrilling draw. The two points
all but securing our invitation to 1° Division next year, In £ Montmorency came, saw and easily conquered us in
the wet at home. Round 16 proved to be possibly the biggest disappointment of the season with a 10 point loss to the
struggling Slime. The ollowing week we put up a reatefot tthe Pound gong down by oly  poats. The s round
ofthe season WPL i double ch did 50 with
ease.
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R | Played | Venue [ Resuit [ For | Against | Mar [Pos| %
1 | LowerPlenty | Eltham Central Park LOSS* | 5737 | 18-17-125 | 88 | 4 | 296
2| Northoote Park__| Northcote Football Ground | LOSS | 8452 | 14-15-99 | 47 | 5 | 397
3| Bundoora Eltham Central Park LOSS | 5838 | 1815123 | 85 | & | 366
4| Heidelberg Warringal Park LSS | 6642 | 81260 | -18 | & | 415
5| Epping Eltham Central Park WIN | 14892 | 131391 | 1 | 7 | 524
6| Montmorency | Pama Road Oval LOSS | 5535 | 2517167 | -132 | 7 | 445
7 Eltham Central Park LOSS | 121183 | 14892 | 9 | 8 | 501
8| WestPreston J.E. Moore Park LOSS | 41034 | 102080 | 46 | 8 | 493
9| North Heidelberg | Eltham Central Park L0SS | 6743 | 71759 | -16 | 8 | 509
10 | Lower Plenty | A.K. Lines reserve WIN_| 1816124 | 111278 | +46 | 7 | 595
11| Northcote Park__| Eltham Central Park LOSS | 10868 | 121991 | 23 | 8 | 608
12 | Bundoora Yulong Reserve LOSS | 6440 | 21-10-136 | -96 | 8 | 573
13 | Heidelberg Eltham Central Park LOSS | 9660 | 1513103 | 43 | 8§ | 574
14 | Epping i WIN_| 111884 | 91367 | +17 | 8 | 607
15 | Montmorency __| Eltham Central Park LOSS | 106 | 11773 | %7 | 8 | 580
16 ‘War Memorial Park LOSS | 81462 | 189-117 | 55 | 8 | 577
17 | North Heidelberg_| Shelley Park WIN | 1511101 | 61349 | +52 | 8 | 622
18 | West Preston Eltham Central Park LosS | 3725 | l6141l0 | 85 | 8 | 597
“The season stated wel on paper with the | Highest winning score :  18-16-124 round 10 verses Lower Pleaty
reserves sde jammed pack wih players, | Highest losing score:  12-11-83 round 7 verses Greensborough
Unfortunately, Lower did' stick to the | LOWeSt winning score:  11-18-84 round 14 verses Epping
sript and flogged us comprehensively, | LoWestlosingscore: 1-0:6 round I verses Montmorency
Round 2 and 3 produced o more losses | Highest core against:  25-17-167 round 6 verses Montmorency
and we looked in all sort of rouble, The | LOWest sore against: 6-13-49 round 17 verses North Heidelberg
Tollowing week the older guys took a | GFeatest winning margin : 52 poiats round 17 vrses North Heidelberg
break and yourg Tegs were given the | OFcatestlosing margin: 132 points round 6 verses Montmorency
chance o perform. Although we didare | Smallest winning margin: 1 poins ound  verses Epping
{ake the porns e signs were cerainly | STelestlosing margin 9 point round 7 verses Greeasborough.

encouraging. Round $ and the boys get their first win on the scoreboard in a come from
behind win by 1 point. We went from our smallest win to our largest loss the next Saturday
‘against a powerful Montmorency. Round 7 saw a close loss to Greensborough. Round 8 was
another loss to West Preston which took us to the break with 1 win and 7 losses. North
Heidelberg beat us at home in round 9, and in round 10 we travelled to Lower's ground. A
superb third quarter ensured our second win of the season. As winter set in the numbers
started to drop off through injury and retirements and the Seconds were always the ones to
feel it the most. The next three rounds and three more losses due (o the team being
undermanned and outgunned. Round 14 we went to Epping and had a great win to enthuse
the players. The next week Montmorency again gave us a hiding this time in the mud at
home. Greensborough the following week we again were short of players and a nine goal
loss took a lot of energy out of the players. Then came Round 17 against North Heidelberg.
‘There just wasn’t enough players o put on paper, let alone on the field. The weather
forecast was threatening, retired players had to break promises and somehow the spirit of
the twos shone on a dark day. The boys played their best football for the year and won by
52 points, their biggest margin for the year and the first against North Heidelberg since
1974 Round 18 saw the team come back to earth with an 85 point loss. Fifty-six players
played in the twos this year and all contributed to the side finishing 8" Next scason the side
will have a new look with more fresh legs and higher expectations.

Billie Smith looking afir the
wnpires.
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D d Valley Representative game against Eastern

C Grade 2002 Game Summary

R |Played Venue For | Against | Mar | Pos | %

1| LowerPlenty | Eltham Central Park 91064 | 131391 | 27 | 5 | 703
2_| Northcote Park | Northcote Football Ground 4428 | 2707179 | Is1 | 7 | 34l
3| Bundoora Eltham Central Park 5232 | 1624120 | 88 | 8 | 318
4| Heidelberg ‘Warringal Park - |8 ]as
5| Epping Eltham Central Park 16101106 | 51343 | +63 | 7 | 531
6| Montmorency | Pama Road Oval 3422 | 2617173 | 151 | 7 | 416
7_| Greensborough | Eltham Central Park 6440 | 179111 | 71 | 8 | 407
8| West Preston TE. Moore Park 4428 | 1924138 | 110 | 8 | 374
9| North Heidelberg | Eltham Central Park 51040 | 8856 | 16 | 8 | %5
10 | LowerPlety | A K. Lines reserve 4933 | 2502062 | 120 | 8 | 366
11| Northote Park | Eltham Central Park 000 | 3218210 | 210 | 8 | 306
12 | Bundoora Yalong Reserve 3018 | 3217209 | -191 | 8 | 275
13 | Heidelberg Eltham Central Park e
14| Epping 13684 | 11773 | w11 | 7 | 316
15 | Montmorency | Elitham Central Park 2013 | 141397 | 84 | 7 | 306
16 | Greensborough | War Memorial Park 022 | 2412156 | -154 | 8 | 281
17 | North Heidelberg_| Shelley Park LOSS | 51343 | 11379 | 36 | 8 | 292
18 | West Preston Eltham Central Park LOSS | 3523 | 71456 | 3 | 8 | 295

The under 195 were always going to

have a hard year going up a Division | HiEhest winning score: 16-10-106 round $ verses Epping

and getting very lte from the previous | Highest losingscores  9-10-64 round I verses Lower Pleaty
Lowest wimning scoro: 13-6-84 round 14 verses Epping

0-0-0 round 11 verses Northeote Park

32-18-210 round 11 verses Northeote Park

Lowest score against s 5-13-43 round 5 verses Epping

Greatest winning margin : 63 points round 5 verses Epping

Greatestlosing margin : 210 points round 1| verses Northcote Park

Smallest winning margin : 11 points round 14 verses Epping

Smallest losing margin : 16 points round 9 verses North Heidelberg

unfortunately it was not enough.
Together they just made the numbers
and this proved to be the main obstacle
facing the coaches and the players all

year. Only once did the team d that was in round 17. In
the players ran out with less then a full side and on two occasions just the bear 18. Due to lack of numbers the boys
struggled to build ith the week. as reflected

on the scoreboard. The under nineteen competition was very
uneven with 4 sides being far superior to the other five. The
Tosses came 14 times throughout the 16 game season. Five of
these were over 100 points and one over 200, The two
victories were against Epping and this allowed us o finish
8th in a nine team competition. Thirty-three players played

in the thirds this year but the main squad consisted of 14-15 i

players who tumed up each week. It was these 14-15  f§ e
players, and the coaching saff, that deserve all the credit for
seeing it through this season. When each of those involved .

Iook back on this scason in years to come, I am sure they i ﬁ{mi’;}{”ﬁfé‘
will all see it as the most difficult, challenging and
frustrating season they have ever been involved in. There
were positives however, and as mentioned before, the
strength of character of those affiliated with the UN9’s is
unquestioned and very important to the club.

P43 5533

Streaty, Mark & Willo i the Elikam Home Handvare scoreboard.
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Part of the club’s ambition is to be the home of football
in the Diamond Valley. We are all endeavouring to
develop Central Park as the best venue for players,
‘members and supporters. With the announcement that
the Diamond Valley Football League and Eastem
Football League would be resuming their
representative matches the Eltham Football Club
decided it was time to put our organisational and
administrative skills to the test by hosting this
showease of suburban football.

‘The Diamond Valley won the right to host the first
game and the venue chosen by the DVFL was
originally Epping. The Eastem Football League
officials protested regarding the location of the venue
as they were concemed about the travelling time for
their hordes of supporters. Central Park then became
the preferred venue for the Queen: weekend game and in eamest.

The Band entrtained the Rep crow a halftme.

Smithy was placed in charge of the recruiting of volunteers and the general planning of the event, and what a success
the day was. The beer was flowing from the Main Bar, Can Bar, Can Hill and the Toohey's van while food was
available on Can Hill,the canteen and the tent erected in the car park. With so many food and beverage outlets, over 30
people were needed o ensure that the hordes of supporters were sufficiently fed and watered. The work was extremely
hard and by the end of the day we tumed over 17K. Not only was it a huge day for the club but a bonus for the Eltham
community as a whole. Very few had ever seen a crowd that large at Panther Park and the organisation, coupled with
the fantastic ground surface, ensured that the Panthers have their claws well and truly embedded in this event in the
future

‘Without the assistance of those who gave up their time to help out on the day there was no way we could have pulled
this off. But we did and we did it well. We can guarantee, a5 a Club, that through the experience we all gained from the
day, the next event will be bigger and better than ever.

“The Diamond Valley was pleased with our showing and so was the management of Eastern Football League. T would
like to think that when the event returns to the diamond Vialley in 2005 we will be a perfect choice to host the game
again,

ental Park.
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‘As a midfielder Browny made a name for himself in the competition and was often the target of taggers and the like to
quell his attacking play. He worked well with his dynamic duo partner Mark "Skips" Minney, often referred to as B
‘and B2 Bananas, and played in 1995 10 2002.

It has not all been rosy for Browny and he has had to deal with his fair share of injury. All have taken their toll on his
pace. But his awareness is still there and he has built up a great resource of experience. These days Browny has moved
‘back into defence and continues to provide a solid platform for the team to attack.

Browny is the third Eltham footballer to reach 200 games this season, now joining Leigh "Leaping” Miller and Byron
"Bopper" Smith. Later they will be joined by a fourth, Andrew "Ace Eye" Hingston. Imagine the photo of the four of
them. Cinderella and her three ugly sisters, but who plays Cinders in this story? Feel sorry for Prince Charming if that's
all he's got to choose from. In Browny's favour he plays his 200th game a week before his 30th birthday, at least
ensuring he avoids the old man tag like the other three.

Like all good country boys from Toolangi, Browny never plays up or makes a spectacle of himself. He never tried to

in the Men’s loo in his fi the social room in his second.
Unlike other 200 gamers, he has never run naked across the oval in the rain or juggle glass pots in the local pub and
smashing them just for the fun. He has never been in a fight, probably doesn't know how to throw a punch and is
generally quietly spoken.

But like all good country boys from Toolangi, Browny loves talking football. Give him a pot of beer in one hand and
someone's ear and he will try and talk it off. If that doesn't work give him a few more to increase his passion and you'l
get the whole spray.

A great everlasting feature of David, one that he will be remembered for, s his outright loyalty and devotion to Eltham.

He has played his entire football career at the one Club, including juniors. There must have been several times when he

thought about the grener pasturs, espeialy through the hard times, however he hs been fathful o the cause and will
il the "Now come on dog! Dog where are ya? Get in the back."

From Lawler to Alpham

Andrew Hingston 200 Games - 28 June 2003

‘The Hingston name has been synonymous at the Eltham Football Club over the past 3 decades. In fact, hardly a

Saturday aftemoon or indeed evening, has gone by during the wi ithout a Hingston either repr th
the field or holding up t

During the mid 1970’s, the Hingston Clan led by Mick & Maree, decided to uproot from their humble origins in the
suburb of Lalor (Pronounced Lawler ~ by Hingston Family) and move to the green and arts friendly environs of Eltham
(Pronounced Alpham). This move gave Mick & Marce’s five offspring (Chris, Linda, Paul, Sean & Andrew) the
opportunity to pursue their own endeavours, which for three of them included playing the worlds greatest game Aussic
Rules Football.

‘The oldest member of the Family, Chris deemed himself too pretty to over extend his playing career with the Panthers,

but in the process made a valuable contribution to families games tally, which now exceeds 450 open age games.

Middle sibling Paul, before going onto becoming a professional game show contestant, etched his own history into the

Panther history books after joining the 200 game Club and becoming a life member in April 2001. Enter the runt (yes

this i spelt correctly) of the pack, and we saw the proud Hingston Family gather on Saturday 28 June 2003 to watch
of their Family to, ive 200 games Club.

Andrew commenced his junior footy at Eltham in 1978 playing in the under 10's alongside Ashley Bray. Later, in 1987,
a fit, trim and strapping 18-year-old Hingo, played in his first senior game in which Panthers were victorious over
Northcote Park, which ironically was the same side he played against in his 200 game. He had camed his stripes
having mixed it with the best as Captain of a talent laden under 19, which included David Liesegang, Rohan Burch,
Gary Ramsay, Sam Oldfield and Steve "Jabba’ Jablonski. Andew quickly made th transition (0 snior fooy and stood
out with his blind o

Even when playing his 200" game Andrew sill possessed the skills he first entered open age football with. For instance,
he had blinding speed to get up to the bar, endurance to drink all night and sometimes the next day, and when it comes
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0 ball handling, there simply is no better "Tapper” of the oval shaped pigskin they call a footy, in the whole of the

Andrew has certainly been a Stalwart of the Eltham Football Club, having taken nearly 17 years to amass his 57 A &
143 B grade games. He quickly points out though that had it not been for suffering chronic back, calf & hamstring
complaints he would have easily played in excess of 300 games for the Club.
He puts these injuries down to fate, and the year he took off with Jabba to go to Expo in 1988, where all they did was
drink, work, drink eat, drink, go out & drink. Mind you, the years of constantly being the last away from the Club social
functions and nights out which sometimes lasted 2 or maybe 3 days, may also have contributed fo some of these
injuries.
Andrew, like all of the Hingston’s has had his share of nicknames over the years. It started off as bit of a joke back in
the carly days when brother Paul was coined with, one of many of his own nicknames, in "Slippers" This spread like
wildfire through the clan with Mick — "Big Boots", Maree — "Stilettos", Chris — "Moccasins", Linda — "Ugg Boots",
Sean —"Tap shoes" and finally Andy ended up being known as “Thongs".
Other gems that he has been called over the years include Ace, Ace Eye, Ace Disgrace (new as of Auction Night),
Curley, Curls, Hingo, Myxomatosis, Mullet, Tapper, Tap King, Thingo, Titch and Tony.
Andy lists his most memorable football moments as being:

1. A member in the Reserve grade division 2 Grand Final in the 1999 in which Eltham were Runners-up,

2. Each of the 15 plus footy trips he has been on (believed to be a Club record),

3. And his most the 2 i 1997, where in a
iant second half cameo, Ace kicked three goals to help lead the team home over Memda.

Hingo celebrated this famous victory so hard over a two-week period that he almost nearly decided o join the rest of

the boys in shaving his prized curly mane (mullet) from his head.

‘Whilst over the years Andrew has annoyed almost everybody and everything (I remember a most traumatised goat

living next to Ash Dicksons’ folks home). On the Saturday of his 200" we all applauded a true loyal Panther as he
lya of Bendigo,
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Rehabilitation in Torquay
Mark Minney 150 Games - 28 June 2003

Mark "Skips" Minney, four times premiership player with the Eltham Panthers, representative of the DFVL in both
seniors and junior grades, Under 10’s DVFL Best & Fairest and a dual A grade Best & Fairest player at Panther Land.
On Saturday 28 June 2003, Mark passed another personal milestone, reaching 150 games with the Eltham Football Club
(all A grade).

Q lated over the ing footbal. In all th he is good at, he has
excelled with the pigskin. But why? How has he developed such poise, such skill, and such courageous endeavour?
Some of it can be traced back to his gene pool. His father, Keith Minney played DVFL and YCW footy until a hip
injury got the better of him at the age of 35. His grand dad played with the mighty Royboys back in the 30°s. So you can
see where he has developed some of his polish.

This gene background, helped him through, what could be referred to as the "development period" of his lfe  birth to
15 years of age. These were the days where Poss (his name in those days) had to fight to survive. He had three older
siblings all bigger than him. And truly, young Poss (a name only a mother would give you) was merely four foot tall
until his growth spurt around 15 years of age. His brother was a black belt in Tackwondo. Skip was smart. He knew
which side of the fence to jump on when there was a domestic among brothers and sisters. Pity the oldest sister did not
learn a few lessons from the small but ild as s y

Then something started to happen in the "dark period" of Skip’s life. Reasons we will not be able to completely find out
until we are able to cxamine his work file under the Freedom of Information Act. Our entrenched rescarch reporter
found some interesting information on the boy. And it all centres on Torquay. People are starting to question about the
real reason why Skips was in Torquay for a year. Considering how he went at Deakin University in Geelong, these
intrigued people with nothing better to o are questioning as to why he was shunted off to the holiday Mecca of
Victoria,

Back from the bunker in Baghdad, our Johnny on the spot reporter when down to the Bellarine Peninsula to sniff out if
the rumours regarding the abuse of alcohol were right, Sent down with an open mind, our correspondent was positively
shell-shocked, not by a smart bomb, but on what he uncovered. The clean-cut fourth child of Keith and Carmel, Parade
old boy and once on the short lis for Catholic Sainthood was in rehabilitation. When you look at how he drinks now a
daysitall fis in, like sand through an hourglass.

“This was no ordinary rehabiliation. Poss was an embarrassment to the clan. He could not ol his drink. The locals at
the quaint surfing village of Torquay were the family's last hope and salvation. When quizzed on Skip's "rehaby period
the locals were noticeable in their absence. Walk into the Torquay Football Club and there you will find 2 photo of Skip
on the wall and undemeath "Under 18's B&F, Member of premiership team”. There was no treatment of Skip's
condition. Selfishly, they worked out he could play football and put him t0 the task of winning themselves a bit of
glory. Exploited for his talents, Skip was doomed.

Al rehab did for Skips was fine-tune his skills. He used the now infamous Dean Sonnberg Technique. The DST works
by imagining you are a sporting God and you keep practicing and practicing their technique over and over again. This
methods origins were discovered when ex-Eltham full forward Roy Lovett was awoken by the sound of a constant bang
on the wall inside his house at 4am after a heavy Saturday night during the cighties. He walked into the adjacent
bedroom to find former iberg hit ball with h bedroom
wall. And as bright as a button Dean turned to the soon to be traumatised Roy and said, "You know that Mohamed
Khan, he can sure play squash." Instcad of practicing his drinking at parties Skip used to kick a footy against a wall
drcaming of Bernie Quinlin.

Sorry, we are off the track a bit, but that DST stuff is just so absorbing. Well Skip kept practicing and practicing his
footy skills with his rehab mate Brownie and have become legends in the process. Skip and Brownie day after day
played ki the 0dd day tered it also, like Forrest Gump.

Since the rehab year, he has dedicated himselfto the birth of his family and football. The good Lord Jesus, may he save
us all from damnation, has helped him with two gospel children and onc on the way. On the football side of his life, it
has enabled his name to onthe Land (this includs

Now, in every good Catholic, the devil occasionally rears its ugly head, requiring the occasional redemption or a bit of
extra money in the poor box. But there s nothing wrong with living on the doorstep of the devil as an outpost for
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Christianity (just ask Ace Eye). The most recent example was after he represented the DVFL against the Easter
Football League last month. Skip is the only guy (besides President Potsie) that needs a bucket after every drinking
session. Furthermore, Skip also needs a hankie as just as much comes out of his nose.

But you have got o give it to Skip, he has always been a wise man, leaming from is prior misfortunes. One of the
lessons he has learnt is never eat Nachos before a heavy drinking session. It destroys your throat and nosrils on the
return trip.

Skip is playing his 150th open age game this weekend. Never played in the seconds and the Club could not be happier
about that. Imagine Skip at 5 o’clock after drinking with the boys from the twos. No thanks; the seniors can have him.

Why Who eh?

Matthew Weisheit 100 Games - 17 May 2003

‘Who? Whit, no Wishart, no its Whitman’s, no Whitesight, Whyshit friggin hell its Weisheit and its 100 GAMES. It
‘was back in the pre-season of 1997 when Matty the Whitmans WEISHEIT first drove under the trestle bridge at Panther
Place. Who would have predicted back then that on Saturday 17 May 2003 Matty would pass under that bridge to play
‘his 100" game for the mighty Panthers.

He made his way to Panther Place after being
recruited in a package deal from the Yarra
Glen River Pigs with Lucas (Spook) Paul and
Matthew (Mouse) Tallack. The deal cost the
Eltham Football Club a 30 can block of
Tooheys Blue (lucky Bopper was not
treasurer back in those days he would have
taken one can out of everyone's match
payments). Eltham did not know what to
expect from the Whitmans, but I am sure if
they look back now they would definitely say
they got the better of the deal

Whitmans had only played one year of senior
footy and the odd junior game before joining
the Panthers. To Matty's credit it did not take,
him long to eam the respect of his fellow.
team mates for his courage and never say die
attitude on and especially of the ground.

In 1997 he played the first practice match and injured his shoulder. He did not return unil round 4 and in round 5 he
was promoted for his fist senior game for the Panthers. From that game on he cemented a spot on the wing in the senior
side and was a very valuable member of the 1997 senior premiership. This of course led to the famous team head shave
that Matty under went two days late.

His fellow wingman that year was Scott (goose) Mitchell, who would only play if he could fine up on the grandstand
wing in front of the crowd. Whitmans was ok with this and it was not long before the outer wing in front of can hill
became "The Weisheit Wing". Whit was asked why doesn’t he get Goose to change wings. He replied "no way, when 1
get a bt tired out on my wing I just get a quick smell of the beer flowing on can hill and it gives me a lf, it's like my
second home."

Matty that year won the coaches trophy award. This was a credit to his ability to always put the team first and the fact
that he was the only one that could stay in a shout with Spratty and then share the driving home duties with him.

Matty then went onto play over 60 consecutive games in the seniors through the '97 '98 and '99 seasons. A memorial
‘moment was in 1998 in It Division against Greensborough in the last quarter. The scores were level late in the game.
‘and Matty ran back with the flight of the ball head on with their Ruckman and took a courageous team lifting mark.
Early in 1999 Matty dislocated his shoulder; it looked like it would be the end of his season. Panthers had a big game
the following week and to everybody’s admiration Matty turned up at Thursday night training and put himself through a
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rigorous fitness test. Matty then went on o play that Saturday. He played the rest of that season with continuous pain
and it was not until the finals that Matty’s shoulder finally gave way. The crowd will remember that day for when
Matty's shoulder popped out on the North Heidelberg clubrooms wing and the moments that followed when he
desperately fried to pop it back in so he could continue to play.

Over the next pre-season Matty under went reconstructive surgery on his shoulder. His rehab was unorthodox as he
attempted to rebuild his shoulder by lifting as many pots and cans as possible. It worked effectively because it was not
long before he was back on his outer wing playing senior footy for the Panther in 2000, Unfortunately during that
season his other shoulder went causing him to re-assess his football career and his style of play. That year Matty was a
big contributor in the reserves first premiership since Charlie Bode was not in charge of the footys. Unfortunately
during that grand final his shoulder went again causing him to end the game in hospital. But he was back to lead the
celebrations with his customary ipsin  his leading of the

Since that scason Matty resigned himselfto the fact that his body would not allow him to play senior football. His form
inthe twos could not hold him back and he managed o play another dozen games in the seniors over the next couple of
scasons. Although his mind was on song and strong as ever his body restricted him. He went on to finishing in the top.
three in the reserves best and fairest over these two seasons.

Matty is not only known for his on field achievements around Panther Place but his off field antics have also lead him
to Panther legendary status. He has been a valuable member of numerous footy trips. His footy trip show bags and
especially his witty form guides have become an integral part of the Panther trips. Matty has also been involved in
organising a mumber of Panther social functions and who will ever forget sceing him in that black g-string at the red
faces night.
So Matty's 6 years at Eltham have been full of success. Many people around the Club would agree that i his shoulders
had stayed in tact he would have three senior premiership medallions. Eltham has seen Matty transform into a
father. It i inati urageous footy manner that he has achieved 100

‘games with the Club.

Farewell Scott
Scott Jackson 100 Games - 16 August 2003

Scott "Jacko" Jackson is the quintessential
evergreen. Id reckon from the day he played
his debut match it looked as though he'd been
out there for years. Rugged, tanned and e
brimming with self confidence, Jacko was one i

of the old guys before he even pulled on a
boot.

On the Saturday of the scason, 16 August
2003 Jacko played his 100" game for the
Club, a testament to anyone's endurance. But
‘when youre out in the baking sun or the dry.
cold wind carrying and laying bricks all day,
the wear and tear on your body makes getfing
up Saturday moming and trudging off to play.
a physical brand of football even more
commendable. This has been Jacko's ot for
the past seven years since he made his debut
in 1997 and probably one of the reasons why
he has never done a pre-season. Nothing like
keeping yourself fresh.

Ttell a lic. T can't say he has never done a pre-season, and I'm not about to natter on about him doing his time in the pub,
because we already know that. No, Jacko did his first pre-season this year with one single goal in mind. At the end of
2002 Jacko had recorded 82 games. 1 to 4 man
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‘The punters didn't have much faith in him achieving his goal. A heavy smoker with a bad back from of carrying bricks
all day, a metal plate in his head, a temper to match a raging Pamplona bull with spindly chicken legs looking like
they'd snap first time he ran through the knee deep Panther mud. How could he possibly play the 18 games required?
But one thing Jacko has always had is fierce determination. Coupled with a sirong desire to compete and high tolerance
10 pain, Jacko willed himselfto this weekend and will savour the occasion with his many supporters.

Like Darren Cresswell it was no secret Jacko intended to retire once reaching 100 games. His only Achilles heel would
be his strong sense of justice and desire to make things right which came from playing in a team that copped its fair
hidings. It has taken strong composure on his behalf to restrain his sometimes gangly, wayward arms, elbows, hands,
knees and other personal WMD's (weapon of mass desruction) he possesses.

One thing I will remember about Jacko's game is his persistent kicking out from full-back. Jacko sort of doesn't have a
textbook kicking style. To be slightly harsh you could say it was awkward and occasionally ineffective. Jacko could
equally close down a fast break with the ball as he could without. A positive slant on it could be that the trajectory was
consistent, always 30 metres in the air and 30 metres long. Straightness wasn't so predictable except for in front of goals
where it was definitely going to miss everything altogether. We were never that smart in the twos. We had Jacko
kicking out and everyone standing at the 50.

Geting back to his kicking out after a point. I sometimes worry about coach Willo and all his predecessors. Jacko
should have been banned, red carded and excommunicated from the 10 metre box completely, unless he was punching
of course. But Jacko was a simple footballer. I'm the full-back so I kick out. Obviously he was very energetic as well
because Jacko generally had only Bopper or Clarky to aim for so if he didn't get it right and the rovers dida't win it the
ball was on its way back. Now did Bopper and Clarky wear concrete shoes or was that only Potsie. Well anyway they
made Jacko look quick.

Jacko played 13 games during 1997 and in 1998 injuries restricted him to just another 12. Jacko is a key position player,
but during this time he was regarded as a ruckman. Nicely put, the team was very much a bunch of blokes whose main
desire was the beer. Most admired person on a twos player profile is the team manager. He was the guy that brought in
the beer. It was all about the beer. The game was rated on the coldness of the beer. Most importantly it was free. Jacko
Knew that with 22 d for at least 3 cans out of 24.

Something happened in season 1999, the twos started winning. Jacko found himself in the backline with guys like
Potsie, Blacky, Camo and Russ. While they were an assortment of all kinds they banded together and formed part of a
‘backline that took the twos to the finals for the first time since 1974. During the 1999 finals campaign Jacko rates the
Preliminary Final victory over hot favourites Lower Plenty as a highlight of his career.

Season 2000 saw Jacko play other 12 games only to have his grand final and premiership chance slip by courtesy of a
four week suspension for striking late in the season. Injuries in 2001 and 2002 resulted in only 12 games in each of
these seasons and afier ending the 2002 season on 82 games the carrot was dangling in front of him. Well Jacko will
play an 18 game perfect season and while
he says it’s going to be his last the form
Jacko has shown this year will make
everyone wonder if he will come out and
play again. If he does finish his record will
be 9 A grade & 91 B.

Every season Jacko mellows more from
the last and we are now seeing his quite
side. Once I even thought I heard someone.
call him Scot. Jacko is an expected father
and as anyone knows there goes. the
mayhem of living the easy life to one of
wonder and worry. Maybe if Jacko does
‘hang up the famous number 23 it won't be:
allthat long of a walk to where all Eltham
footballers now retire to the committee.

Montmorency a big scare on their home turf.
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Handy Mac

Andrew McHugh 50 Games - 26 April 2003

‘With Panther red and black blood pumping out from his heart, carrying oxygen through the arteries to the capillaries as
zealously as Andy "A-Mac" McHugh it's no wonder Montmorency under 19 captain had him in a Hulk Hogan
‘headlock. At the time A-Mac was "on loan" to the Valley Magpies and on their end of season football trip. What made
the captain so frustrated with A-Mac was that he would not stop singing the Panther theme song.

Andy McHugh played his 50" open-age game for the Eltham Football Club on Saturday 26 April 2003. It is a
‘milestone well eamed having already endured a senior career of very high highs and very low lows for one so short.

The highs include 2002 premiership player, being named 2002 vice-captain and the 2001 A grade coaches award. He
has fought off di i missing the 2000 pr another inj

Really nice guys are hard to find. Andy MeHugh is one of these really great guys and for a football club that means
everything. His genuine leadership qualities, patience, generosity and sincerity have made him very much liked and
ted i lub culture.

A personal trainer to highly affectionable housewives in a Malvern gym, Andy has the convenience of working on his
stamina and consistent performance whilst enjoying the company of his clients. His strength and efforticss pace make
him a versatile weapon to cover tall and quick players. The added advantage of being a ltle hairy helps his capacity to
blanket d  his ability llis an his professi

Andy played all his junior football in the Panther jersey from the midget under 10's to under 17s. His team mates
included Tom & Lach Richardson every second year and 2000 premiership player and good mate Chris Mintern. In
1998 the Club failed to field a C grade team so A-Mac decided to venture off to Para Road for a run

“The very low for A-Mac was enduring a knee injury during a practice match before the 1999 season after having been
‘named under 19 captain. He was sidelined for the entire year never to play an under 19 Panther game.

In one of the most profitable seasons in Eltham history, A-Mac made his debut. Round 1 season 2000, he played his
first of 15 B grade games. The boys lost the game against Diamond Creek, one of only two for the year. By round 4 he
had pushed his way into the seor line up, playing his first of 34 A grade games against Mernda. By season end both
teams were victorious in the grand final.

It was a personal misfortune that on the
injured list on grand final day was A~
Mac, with other notables Scott Jackson
and Steve Russell. Regarded as a quiet
and inconspicuous fellow, Andy's
absence was caused by actions quite out
of character. But he had only himself to
blame after opening up a serious gash to
his hand from not negotiating a simple
‘mount over a barbed wire fence. Yes, he
was under the influence. Wonder if the
infamous big drinking, big boy Paul
"Pinkers" Pinkerton was the terible
influence.

In season 2001, Andy started to become
a regular fixture in the A grade team,
playing 11 games and making such an
impression that he was given the job as
one of the vice-captains for 2002. Including the 2002 premiership Andy played a further 18 senior games developing
from a pigeon holed wingman info a versatile hard running back man who can play on both on a tall or quick player.
Some say his good qualities are that he is subdued and unassuming but he is also a very handy Mac.

Lover Pleny,
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Jimmy Mercurial
James Stirten 50 Games - 26 April 2003

In the big recruiting coup of 2000 Gary Jessop brought to the Eltham Football Club eventual premiership captain Craig
MeKay, current assistant coach lan Young, premiership coach Wayne Freeman and a litle knovn Montmorency under
19 player James Stirten. What made it one of the most significant recruiting moments for the Club was not what they
brought to the on-field department but the fantastic clubmen they became.

For an unknown under 19 player, ltle Jimmy did not come cheap. In the last great beer barrel exchanges, Strts' value
was 3. Luckily for his approachable nature, and willingness to converse and help out where he can, Stirts has endearcd
himself to his peers, Club members and supporters. And on Saturday 26 April 2003 all at the Club celebrated his 50
‘game in the Panther colours.

Stirts made his debut in the senior team
against Diamond Creek in round 1 of season
2000. He started the season as an attacking
back pocket player until moved to become an
elusive goal kicking forward pocket. He is
probably most remembered for his five goals
from five kicks in the 2000 grand final win
against red hot favourites Watsonia. His
occasional boss Steve Kilby says his output
from the game was typical of his work ethic,
"quality not quantity."

‘Whippet boy Stirts is not unlike his look-a-
like, the mercurial Bomber Mark Mercuri.
Expectations are high but the genuine
product is not always delivered. When it is
though, the patient _onlookers regard
themselves as privileged.

The 2002 preliminary final provided the
platform for another unforgettable Stirtism.
In the second quarter Stirts tumed it on
helping the team get back into the game and

In the first game this season, the goal Stirts kicked to seal the match left his two pursuers and the crowd on the terrace
g0 smacked. It npi tched on and the tired would be tacklers
were left chewing on Jimmy dust.

by the Club to become its first Junior Development Officer. A
position he stll holds, Jim is responsible for coordinating and implementing the Club's development programs. Jim has
been nothing but a great success in this role, even to the point of becoming a cult hero with the kids.

Lover boy Jimmy's attraction is unlimited. His nice boy image has all the females adoring him. Not to mention his
dimpled smile, athletic body and kind reassuring eyes. But even the girls would agree, Jimmy was more like a kind,
gentle brother than someone they wanted to date. Not that lover boy has adopted the Goose Mitchell "treat them mean
keep them keen" attitude but he has changed and is now reaping the benefits. Or maybe it was just joining an athletics
club?

In a surprise to all bad skinny Jimmy holds the record for "funnelling" the most cans using Mouses notorious funnel
contraption. He even held off Lukey Mc from the famous beer drinking McCreery clan and represented the country in
the funnel-off against the Americans, who were well represented by the famous duo "Donnie” Lucero and "lee"
Thurmond.

‘Truely a larger than life character, loved by many but admired by more when the real "Jimmy Mercurial" show comes
totown.
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Will the Real Richo Please Stand Up?
Nick Richardson 50 Games - 3 May 2003

‘Who is the real Nicholas Richardson? Does he
work for ASIO? Is he the researcher for the US —
drama CSI (Crime Scene Investigation)? Is the =

Eltham Football Club his post-graduate laboratory
project following his studies in psychology and
criminology at Melboume University? For that
matter is Nick Richardson the first Eltham
footballer to attend Melbourne University?

The real Richo? Who knows, but the original
Richo ran out for his 50" game with the Eltham
Panthers on Saturday 3 May 2003 against
Heidelberg. Nick is another product of the Eltham
juniors. Besides travelling up the road to
Hurstbridge in 1996 when the Panthers were
without an under 19 team Richo has been decked
out in the red and black all his career.

Nick is recognised for his pace, undoubted
courage and strong marking. Often when the team
is in trouble Richo is sent in to burrow for the pill
and dish it out to the marque players. Nick is first to admit that he has continually struggled with his kicking, which,
along with his dc b has hindered i his younge .

‘winacainst Bundoora sice 1982,

Nick Richo made his debut round 1, 1997 against Reservoir in the A grade team. He suffered a significant injury in the
first ever DVFL ANZAC day clash in the twilight at Epping against Whittlesca. Disastrously, it inished Nick's scason.
He played in three losses and the seniors finished off the season with 16 from 17 and won the premiership. Oddly, this
A grade loosing sequence would plague Nick.

In 1998, Richo played 16 games in the seniors. Al but the winning round 15 game against Epping was a loss.
Memorable in more ways than one but Nick and Lach and Tom (both making their debut that season) all played
together in the Epping game.

Nick Richo featured in a hand full of reserve games in 1999 playing in his first finals series, which was also the
Elthan's first reserve grade finals campaign for 25 years. Stopped on grand final day by Whittlesea in 1999, the boys
grew even stronger in 2000 and took out the reserve grade premiership and Nick was proudly part of the team. During
2000, Nick played his 20th and last senior game against Watsonia in round six. Ironically it was only his second win at
the A grade level.

Last season Nick concentrated on his studies and gave footy a miss, which gets us back to our earlier questions. Nick s
studying psychological and criminology at Melbourne University and has landed himself a secretive government job.
No one knows exactly what he does, apart from e-mailing his friends all day from an unknown location (sounds like he
could be the next President of the Panthers). He has further aspirations to get a scholarship next year so he can again go
back to studying full time and living the high life of a full time student. If he goes back to school he aims to get his
doctrine in psychology where he can be a practicing clinical shrink (move over Potsie he is more than qualified to deal
the theatrics of a football club).

Get Nick to lay down on the soft leather recliner and blurt out his heart and soul takes more skill than possessed by this
interviewer. Nick is very evasive when asked what he does. "Its a government job and I can't go into the details." Well,
do you at least work for the Australian government? You know the kangaroo and the emu, green and gold, the
federation..."Ahh..." Cannot get a straight reply.

The family is even more guarded. Nick's brother Tom reckons he is squeaky clean. Never mucks up. Always reading
books. Never getting in trouble, except for having a messy room (lock him up and throw away the key). So what's Tom
hiding? Even afer a few nose adjustments Nick still looks like  Ri at he is a sleeper.

[ —— Pageze
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Friend Leigh Howse had nothing objective to add. Nick is a quiet guy looking to live off his study and he never really
‘mucks up... blah, blah, blah, were going to smash the oinks. All he could pin on him was Nick had a silly nickname
(sic), BOT (brother of twins). Thats like finding a crease in Nick's bed sheets. Let's call in the National Guard! Then
Howsey did add to just make up stuf, like what was  all the other blokes (that hurts).

To President Potsie, Nick Richo has always been a pleasure to play along side. "Nick he has good speed to cover my
arse, and a great set of hands to beat my opponent and his in the air. But best of all he has an awkward kicking style and
prefers to hand ball. That makes him the only player apart from myself to always handball when someone creates the
option. This works well when [ am in need of a few easy possessions.”

No 16 you're Bangers & Mash are ready
Lloyd Mash 50 Games - 24 May 2003

Lloyd Mash played his 50" game for the Club on Saturday 24
May 2003 against Greensborough. Mashy started playing for the
Club in the juniors before switching to Research in under 15
only to come back after two years to play for the under 175. In
1999 Mashy had a break from football to concentrate on his other
Tove cricket, after being selected in the Victorian Insitute of
Sport squad.

Mashy retumed to the Club in season 2000 and without doing a
pre-season training night he played in round 1 in the under 195.
Lloyd made his debut for the seniors after 10 third games against
Fawkner Park in round 12. After his selection in round 12 Lioyd
stayed in the seniors for the rest of the year including being part
of the winning senior grand final side that beat Watsonia.
Mashy's 10 under 19 games were good enough for him to win the
second best and fairest behind Ty O"Meara.

Cricket has always been a major part of Lloyd's sporting life. He
played junior cricket at the Club before moving over to Fitzroy ~ Mashy looks 1o mark over the 1op of a WPL as Paddles crumbs.
Doncaster iin the district cricket competition and its cricket that

prevents Mashy from ever doing a pre-season of football 5o he says. In 2001 he played the first four games in the under
195 before playing 13 games in the seniors where again he proved he was a prolific vote scorer scoring amazing 36
votes in the thirds in 4 games and 57 votes in the seniors in 13 games.

In season 2002 Lloyd played all 20 games in the seniors and as well as all seven games this year he has strung together

40 straight senior games. Who said pre-season was important all you need to do is wear some white gear drcam up

some excuse and come down in March looking for a game. Mashy is a beautiful left foot kick is a deadly in front of

‘goal even better on the run. He can play as a running player or even as a tall and at 21 can only get better. Unfortunately
i t may see him travel i

Now Lioyd wants you to think that he is the boy from next door a boy that never does anything a mother or father could
question. But I have it on good advice that the five-year mystery streaker of Alistair Knox that scared the Christ out of
carly moming traffic was our Lloyd Mash. On muck up day 99 after maturing from Eltham High he decided to invest
all of his school knowledge in the art of sprinting nude from one end of the park to another at 7.00am. Thank god he
decided not o take up this pastime after finding out that he had to beat the likes of Jabba and Leaping to be champion at
the Club. After going nude Bangers moved on to falling aslecp in the men’s toilets after one drinking session he passed
out in the Tempy he thought it was such a good act he took it on the road with him we he went to Queensland for work
where he put a show on for the Japanese tourists by falling asleep in the toilets at the pub. Now his passed out pissed
photo can been seen on billboard all around Tokyo.

Lloyd has played junior football along side current days senior players like Waddys, Moyley Catta and Burts and
cricket with Skips. All of them said what a nice bloke he is, a very quiet chap doesn’t take anything too serious except
for hiscricket football and his punting on the horses. I you give him a chance to talk about any of these topics I reckon
he would drown you out with his passion for sport.

Puge2s [E——
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Too Orderly Premier
Kalev Jones 50 Games - 12 July 2003

Officially, Kalev Jones played his 50" open age game
for the Eltham Football Club on Saturday 12 July
2003 against Heidelberg, but off the record it just
may be his 60th. Yes it seems that once again the
trusty statsticians bunkered in the engine room
underneath Panther Park's B. J. Barkley Pavilion need
to adjust their light globes and maybe do some filing.
Awash with paperwork in their quagmire of an
administrative pool, caused by having to deal with a
junket of member requests, the lads had missed under
the pile of Scoot "Goose" Mitchell clearance forms,
the paper that confirmed the 10 games Jonah opened
up with in his debut season of 1998.

Jonah definitely plays his best football when his
confidence is up and his intensity is switched to
maximum, His determination and strong desire takes Jonah gets the handball away under pressure from the Dogs.

over and his natural bulk and talent does the rest. If

e sits back and lets it all happen the pace of the game moves too fast and he can struggle. Some days he crashes open
packs forees the ball to the ground with ease or marks strongly. Other times he is second to the contest, hesitant and
prone to spilling easy grabs.

A carcer junior forward (not the ideal school of hard knocks), Jonah is now asked to hold down the high-pressure key
defensive positions in the team each week. Not that pressure is new to Jonah, at work as an orderly to Premier Steve
Bracks, he knows t00 well that if he makes a mistake he may find himself on the back-bench with Christine Campbell.
FegRipe patient and thoughtful person are handy frats (0 posess under these circumsances, but o the
football fi

‘The Club was in Ist division for season 1998 and everyone at Panther Park was finding it tough. On the field it was no.
Less than disastrous with the seniors getting beaten by 100 poiats or more on 11 occasions, the coach was replaced mid
season and the twos never won a game getting beaten by less than 50 points only once. The place was on life support
and desperately needed an injection of new blood.

From the ruin of 1998 came the birth of a new generation of playcrs. Jonah along with other current players Lach
Richardson, Tom Richardson, Luke McCreery, Chris Moyle and Adam Downs all made their senior debut for the Club
aged 19 and under in 1998. Under 19 captain Andy McHugh would have made his as well except for a wrecked knee
during pre-season. Of Jonah is the Panthers.

Jonah, a big broad strapping lad, made his debut against North Heidelberg in round 8 and played all the remaining
‘games for the season except for the infamous victory against Epping in round 15. Infamous because it was the only A
grade win the Club managed in 54 games in I division from 1996 to 2001. Jonah missed the Epping game because he
was playing at the MCG for Parade College in their win over St Patrick's of Ballarat in the grand final of the prestigious
Herald Sun Shield.

Understandably disheartened and disillusioned after the scason, Jonah still eligible for C grade, tried his luck at

Bundoora and Lower Plenty in 1999. Still not satisfied he travelled once more following his Dad, Mick, who was

coaching Collcgians of Wesley in the VAFA. But his ties through playing cricket at Eltham and having his heart at
anther Park eventually drey him back home in 2001

It was not until 2002 when Jonah, the fast-medium pacer for the summer Panthers, eventually played in a winning side

at Etham in open age footbal. It was round one at Hurstridge when the team smn:d another successful 2nd division

campaign. At year end, when the the season with dh highlight.

Jonah s a fabulous asset for any Club to have. Not only is he big, athletic and skilful, but is devoted to the cause,
friendly and ithout question. Ce 50 odd ‘games from
the boys down at the administration b

Vitwavelvaniceamas Pogozs
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Honour Board 1% XVIII

“Best & Fairest | 2 Best & Fairest | 3" Best & Fair Coaches Award.
MaukMincy | AdamConiesa | MichaelMarin |  DadBown |  MakMiney | GavanNevill
Clrs Moyie
2002 | LaonRictardson | Siven ity LiydMash | CrigMoKay | Lach Richardson_| _ Luke Kemnell
2000 | MakMinny | LachRichaion |  MawusDean | AmdowbcHugh | Bret Grant | Jimmy Sion
David Brown
2000 | LahRicwrison | SwenKiy | MukMiey | ConsMinem | v Miney Lucas Pt
1999 | MakMinmey LicwsPail | TomRihardoon |  SwmonNixon | MakMimey | Mark Mimey
Jobn Gamard
1995 | Lueaspa Sevenkiby | Aoy Didson | SevenKiby | Mimoy, Mo, | Mark Mimney
Didkson, Gran
1997 | GumyRamsty | Dwidbown | Damenwsen | MatWeishct | Dwiabrows | Gregvikon
199 | DwidBown | MakMimey | DuwielHowe | DeanPiipois | Dasilfowse | Ashiey Dickson
1995 | Dumoodasen | Dwidbrows | GamyRamsy | EadicAlmaah | DaiaBrown | Scon Gateole
1994 | StncGudam | Davidbrows | RobeniOven David Bode David Seat. Brotrsh
19 | SorcRusl | DawnSichir | Dwidbown | RobenOwn | DamenSincr | Ashiey Dickson
199 | DuyiMegia | Swdy Hyslop | JamieStoktand DaryiNegna | Crag lotmaon
1990 | sentybysop | GamyRamsy | TrwisWaker “Travis Walker | Michael Dohery
199 | AmowDale | Sy Hysop et Solar Androw Dale | Sammy Ot
Camern Walker
1989 | Comcron Walker | AmdrowRussell | Sammy Okified_| PaulBradfors_| Cameron Walker | _JamicStckiand
1988 | Cameron Walker | Jamie Stcand_| Dyl Megna DaryiMegna__| Darren Macine
1967 | AmiowDale | WamenDeards | RobetSoar | Paulbradfort | Roben Solar Ron Wi
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Honour Board 3™ XVIII

Yo | 1" e & faret | 2ot & Fairst | 3" Bot& Faret | Coaches Avard | DVEL votes GonlKiker

200 | Dantrwin Scott Jackson | Leigh Howse Bret Aldred | Mat Weishei Rob Jotan

2002 | DavidSwear | Michacllddon | Red Garlam el Prior David St David Sueat.

200 | paul Smith LukeFems Mot Weihell | MattWeisheit || Mt Weishet | Jomn Gamard

i Gardam

200 | DeanPhiposs | Mathow Rogers | David St Mickadon David Sueat Greg Wison

1999 | Androw Clake | Greg Wion GraniPitard | Scottjackeon | Davia st Greg Wison

199 | AmdrowTumer | Mick ldon ChisDaw | AndrowTumer | Joe Fisher Daid Ward
Daren ansen

197 | JsinGreen | JamicCamen | Marous Gardam | Jusin Green BretShea Dt Hatney

Grant Pitard

1596 | Gan Griftn GramPitard | Rod Whicher | Lynion Evans Bret Grant Goukar

195 | Miwmelldon | MamhewRogm | GgWison | AdowTumer | Greg Wikon Petr Candy
Sieven Kby

194 | DuomAma | RobmBuch | RodWhicher | GumPitad | Bairvemdl | AdamGardam

19 | DummAmel | Kenlych | GregWison BlairPemnell | Adam Gardam
Gran Pitant

1992 | lomGouding | DavdSteat | RobenOwen FaulHingson | Darrn Canpbell

199 | DayiMepm | ReyBubagar | Davidsweat RoyDuagir | oy g

1990 | bretJobmsione | David Huxiable 3 Colin Syt ColinSmyth

Core Jowell

1969 | ColinSmyin Peer Shaw vy Ryan D Flamnigan PerStaw ColinSmyth

1988 | Peershaw | BilBeidsen | SaneLeoth PeterStaw | son Schembrt.

1987 | Gary Frenn Ko Lynch | David Wison | MarkMcCarhy | Alan Rock Nk Deany

Eltham District Historical Society (elthamhistory.org.au;

Year | 1“Best & Fairest | 2¥Best&Fairest | 3" Best& Fairest Coaches Award | DVFL B&F votes Goal Kicker
200 | AutowMoyle | AdtnWibn | KeitiDwviton | Wamafvas | AdranWiton | Adsanwisn
200 |GregSociand | oo Caligian | WaanPeck | seon Wesdel | JoahCangan | psonBunien
01 | Kt Duioon | AdamBunon | Aol | PauHayiook | Pataydoss | Bem Weeman
200 | yOmean | Uiavan | oo Brocx | sonButog | Bret At | ke Kemet
1o | Nosae
e T T T e
o | Masie
96| Puld ool Competonr ot T Detromin | Ademiosicr
195 | Tmvshobers | bensmve | rauvian | bukums | TvbRobes | Bensmwe
154 | CoigHayiook | Stvenity | Wottow Roges | AdianPanbo | Senkity | sevenKiby
o | vosie
152 | SweGy | raubown | Ao Dicsor | CusFube | Paibows | sy bkson
Club Captains & Coaches
T T G Coches 7
| T i XV 2% XVill XV
200 | o Riowtan | _onmrinat | KenDavitson | PhlMoyln | Greg Wi | _ bk iy
200 |t Ricurtion | Gt Pitat | Jayon Butgh | WayneFrecman | Grg Wi | Mk Wiy
Caighicksy | eghviie
2000 | Crighiokay | DeanPhios | Adumburon |G Tumbul | WayneFecran | Jou o
2000 | Lucs Pt [ [T [ —— ——— e
Mar iy | g Wi
155 | Dmidbow | Greg s Gy iy _| WoneFrocman | Joe Do
55 | Dmidbown | Dumealivey | Andovviough | Ry | Moo | G Wis
o Cotty | Mot ons
Tom Rt
7 | ransmin | GegWiem oy Syt |Gy Clloom
96 | pansmin | Grgwion | Dwiarainbo | rerhal | uCotimon | _segGigiome
1955 | _vaismin | oyonsmin | AdunEvey | Ganwiner | o Gollmen | Brenecommck
195 | DuenSincar | DurenAmel | Adeun Pl | G Wimet_| Vs pasy | BovBuron
195 | Dupivegn | DarenAmel 3 P S| Vil By 5
592 | MickMcoonan | Guy Gritn | P Brown | Peersack | Nicat By | __pa st
1| Santy iop | Pt Higoon TSP || Midad ey
1o | ArowDate | settoiny y B P 0 e
1585 | Aodrow Rl | pocrshaw | Phliphams | Peer oo ks | Dw ey
18| Aodrow Rl | Pooradon | GleLotic | Amtrowbic | _obbunen | Dovid Ry
1997 | Antow Rl | WayneTamn | oy tingon | Ronwibon | WameTesh | _BovBuron
86| Dyt Dayitiog | WaynoTon | Grabmsiti
85 | bwiviess Dayitiegn | GrtamScar | Aumbioys
1980 | WarenDoms | AanRode | Gregleins | AlexWallr | _Grabam S | Maik Amesy
55 | Waren s s
196 | Varen ears Havam | Colngay | iomumeon
1 | sunttichel | colmony Santichel | oGy |_iomStabepee
1980 | SanmMichel Sunbichal | WkeCowond_|__ColnGray
1o | Sunbtihal Sunbichel
f—. il
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Head-to-Head History
EPPSA Report
Team Played | Wins | Losses | Draws | % | Lastwin | Lastloss [ Sequence
‘The EPPSA had a difficult 2003 season with only our only achievement being recogising player milestones with the.
Epping 87 Bl 4 2 [ a36% | 1998 | 2003 | ldraw written articls. It even took us towards the end of the year o get a copy of the winning 2002 Premiership side on the
T & 6 » 1 T2a% | 2000 | 2000 | 2wins club rooms. We understand that all good things take time but we need to do more work in the off season with photos.
d 1l our walls and are in i
Heidelberg 82 30 52 0 | 36s5% | 1982 | 2003 [ 15losses
- We didn't actively collect membership this year
Greensborough 7 26 5 o | 320% | 2003 | 2003 | tloss but we did have some loyal members who paid
Montmorency 7 25 50 2 | 324% | 1977 | 2003 [ 1910sses ‘based on loyalty and we will need to continue to
involve everyone around the club o we can keep
Diamond Creek 75 o 31 1 580% | 2002 | 2000 | 2wins dain our sy i e e
Heidelberg West 74 39 31 4 | ssa% | 2002 | 1994 [ 7wins players.
South Morang 68 50 18 0 | 7% | 2002 | 1997 | 3wins The EPPSA also have finally merged with the
S S i Club (since the executives are the same). The
North Heidelberg 52 20 3l 1 384% | 1990 losses EPPSA no longer have separate financial
Watsonia 38 27 n 0 | 700% | 2002 | 1993 | 9wins accounts and this will allow us to ensure that the
- . Club does take responsibility for ifs proud history
Reservoir 32 13 19 o AR ) A0 | 20| LR and achievements of its players. This will enable
Lalor 30 15 15 0 | s00% | 1983 | 1998 | illosses us 1o increase funding for things like honour
Northeote Park 29 7 ) 0 | 241% | 198 | 2003 | l4losses poacts (B U ity md it JgiErEse
Gy Roy B By ocegy ol syt ot o oo e (0 gk members and. produce
‘West Preston 2 12 16 0 | a28% | 1995 | 2003 [ Glosses b ‘yearbooks and ensure those funds are directed to
- the intended area. If you have any stories, photos,
3 2002 | 1
Memda 27 20 6 1 759% | 2002 0 win history of the Club Paul Smith and Dean Philpots are willing to take a copy meet the expense. If you know of any ex-
Whittlesea 18 1 7 0 | 6L1% | 2002 | 2002 | Iloss Eltham people please tll them about the EPPSA or direct them to our web-site www.elham fc.com.au or e-mail address
= elthamfe@hotmail com.
Bundoora 18 3 15 0 166% | 2003 2003 1 win AR
‘The EPPSA has again finished the year acknowledging current players passing game milestones. This year there were
i 2 2002 | 2002 | 1l d
Hurstbridge 16 9 7 0 36.2% loss 12 players to play milestone games bringing the total players recognised for their achievements to 40 since the 2000
Lower Plenty 10 4 6 0 | 400% | 2005 [ 2003 | tioss season.  The EPPSA not only want to celebrate current players but ensure that our distinguished past is also
remembered.
Kinglake 5 s 0 0 1000% | 2002 5 wins 55
Panton Hill 5 5 0 0 [ 1000% | 2002 5 wins
Acknowledgments
Fawkner Park 2 2 0 0 [ 1000% | 2002 2 wins
‘Thomastown 1 1 0 o [ 1000% | 2002 1 win EPPSA Members.
Wallan 1 1 0 0 [ 1000% | 2002 1win Sy e
Reservoir / Lakeside | 77 47 28 20 [Team Last played in 1998 John Barnes Brian Sharp
Templestowe. 50 2 2% 0 44.0% Last played in 1988 MuyyeBeanl B
: Bill Bray Paul Smith
Thombury 10 9 1 0 90.0% Last played in 1989 Mick Hingston Cameron Walker
Research 8 7 1 0 87.5% Last played in 1989 ‘Steven Jablonski Maithew Weisheit
Coburg /St Andrews | 2 2 0 0 [ 1000% Last played in 1995 Dean Philpots Hans Willemse
David Ramsey
Totals 1086 | ss4 [ s18 14| s11%
suppled enerosly by Elham Vilge Meats
Vitsmatparicomas Fage a2t [—
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Club Volunteers & Officials

Darryl Aldred Rory Curtan Steve Jablonski Teri Minney David Streat
Ground & Water DIFL delegate Canbar. Caneen manager B grade asssiant couch
Debbie Aldred Adam Downs Jason Johnson Rachael Neille: Matthew Tallack
Thursday night catering  Can Hill coordinator  C grade eam manager. Caneen asssiant Plaver rosters
n Amel “Tim Evans Steven Kilby. a Matthew Weisheit
Can Bar asisan Carade escort Commitieeman Chairmanof Seleciors Vice President
Charfie Bode Julie Guilfoyle Steve MacAlister Dean Philpots Colin Wilson
Fence erccion Jimior Secretary i President Presdent A srade eam manager
Ashley Bray Andrew Hall Phil Maylin Melissa Reynolds ‘Cameron Waddell |
Can Bar & photos Bventscoordinaior A grade couc Canteen asistant Can Hill coordinator
in Brincat Craig Haydock John McCreery Billie Smith Greg Wilson
Grownd & Halfime. Presenation night Tinekeeping B grade escort Bgrade couch
Pat Buckley. Rod Haydock Mark MeCreery Byron Smith an Young
Junor Treastrer Various Support B grude team manager Treasurer Asisant coach
Jayson Burleigh Andrew Hingston Leigh Miller Paul Smith
Fundraising. Canbar asisant Commitee
Peter Burton Petertter Mark Minsey. Ron Sampson
Ground & Waier Fence erecion Cagrude couch DVFL delegate

Club Sponsors
Andrea P Binck Cro McKayPlumbing  Home Timber & irdwars  Ray,Brsd & Rod Neile
R Crig ek b & o Dt s & Blerian
Amel Consructons Eltam Colison Care Hair Magtifique Oveton Insurace Brokers
SRR B Saeh Legh Movie
s Elthan Cricket Clb Joe Palubo Panther Group
Greg & Roo i € Dov Warel Lioe Draper e e T R Chaiman Coln Whson
Brumby's Bread Eltam Newsagency Maningham Club Piacle P
Eian dresde Frontdoin & Ve Gl Wame Bich & DarieFil Ron il & Don Mevturn
Capitl Eitam njries Norman C
g st S ot Dicie Noan e
Copial Mutul InsBrokers Elfam RSL § Kily Landscaping Sportpower
ek s e StvnKity Brce o S right
Cuaric Bode Eltam Sporspower  The Landscape Fctory Submay
e Brce & Shart mHgh ot Clmpell pail G
Classic Fireplaces Eltham Village Quality Meats Lazanya’s Italian Bistro
ey To san
Calby Storage Gitsons ity & Srf L Pine Funea Serviees
s To aggan S oo
e [
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