
Praise GOD from wliom ALL blessings f l o w . . . 

GOLDEN SQUARE METHODIST CHURCH 
1872 - 1972 



In the y e a r 1 8 5 2 , R e v . J. C h a p m a n , w h o w a s s t a t i o n e d at Forest C r e e k , 

n e a r C a s t l e m a i n e , p u r c h a s e d for 130 p o u n d s , land and a w e a t h e r b o a r d 

b u i l d i n g in Golden Square w h i c h m a y b e regarded as the first M e t h o d i s t 

Church at S a n d h u r s t , as Bendigo w a s then c a l l e d . 

As far as can be a s c e r t a i n e d . Golden Square w a s the f i r s t p r e a c h i n g 

p l a c e in the B e n d i g o d i s t r i c t , and it w a s h e r e , in 1 8 5 2 , that the 

w e l l - k n o w n J i m m y J e f f r e y p r e a c h e d on or n e a r the site of the p r e s e n t 

Sunday S c h o o l b u i l d i n g s , w i t h a stump of a tree for h i s p u l p i t . 

In 1 8 5 9 , a r e p l a c e m e n t for the e x i s t i n g church w a s r e q u i r e d , this 

c h u r c h b e i n g a w o o d e n b u i l d i n g "of the p l a i n type" h a v i n g a t t a c h e d to 

the rear a slab v e s t r y . This b u i l d i n g s e r v e d as e i t h e r C h u r c h , 

Sunday S c h o o l , or Day S c h o o l until 1 8 7 2 . 

In 1 8 5 9 , the R e v . J o s e p h D a r e , a c c o m p a n i e d b y M r . Lisle and other 

b r e t h r e n , a t t e n d e d a sale and b o u g h t an a l l o t m e n t of land for 30 

p o u n d s as the site for a n e w stone c h u r c h . This land w a s an 

e x t e n s i o n of the site w h e r e the old w o o d e n church w a s e r e c t e d . 

The a r c h i t e c t for this n e w church w a s M r . S m i t h , a n d the c o n t r a c t o r s , 

M e s s r s , C r o w f o r d and C o . The foundation s t o n e was laid by the 

R e v . D a n i e l D r a p e r on 19th A p r i l , 1859 and the Church opened for 

p u b l i c w o r s h i p on 11th D e c e m b e r of the s a m e y e a r b y R e v . D a r e . 

An old m e m b e r , M r . F. C l a r k , w r i t e s ; "When this Church was opened^ 

the Rev. Dare^ Mr. Richard Allingham and Mr. John Hilson stood up 

together within its walls^ and heartily and thankfully sang 'Praise 

God from whom all blessings flow'". 

The o p e n i n g c o l l e c t i o n totalled 262 p o u n d s . 

T u r n i n g n o w to the p r e s e n t church b u i l d i n g . M r . A b r a h a m H a r k n e s s 

w r o t e : "The foundation stone of the first part of the present 

brick church was laid on 5/1/1870 by the late Mr. R. Allingham^ ike 

Rev. W. Taylor (later to become Bishop Taylor) also being present. 

The architects were Messrs Crouch and Wilson^ the contractors Messrs. 

Johns Bros, and Hinley. TJiis part of the church was opened for 

Divine Service on Sunday, 11th Maxj^ 1870^ the preacher being the late 

Rev. J. Dare. The Church was corrpleted in 1873. Donations for 

the completion of this church were as follows:- Mr. R. Allingham 

700 pounds; Mr. C. Moore 500 pounds^ Mr. R. Jones 85 pounds^ Mr. 



Job Goddard 52 pounds; Mr. Lisle 50 pounds and many others. " 

M r . F. Clark said "The Churah possesses a fine^ powerful pipe-

organ of good tone, of which Mr. Robert Harkness is organist. 

A fine choir and lead all render valuable service with sweet 

melody and praise. The church has seating accomodation for 

some IjSOO persons, and is unparalleled for its beauty of 

design and structure. The church was of a larger size and 

greater architectural pretentions than any other Wesleyan 

Church in the district. Liberal givers for the initial 

constructions of the church were Mr. Allingham a^^d a group 

of claim-holders who held the Union claim, namely Messrs. 

Lisle, Nevinsan, Porter, Tongue and Henny. This church was 

known as 'The Cathedral of Methodism' 

The m i n i s t e r s w h o h a v e served at Golden Square are as f o l l o w s : 

R e v . S y m o n s , C h a p m a n , R a s t o n , D r a p e r , Shaxj, H a r t (the first 

r e s i d e n t m i n i s t e r ) , J a m e s , W o r t h , L a n e , W a t k i n , B l a m i r e s , 

H a r c o u r t , W i l l i a m s , E d g a r , U s h e r , G r e e n , C o p p e r t h w a i t e , 

T u c k f i e l d , M a r s l a n d , T h o m p s o n , N i c h o l s o n , A d a m s o n , S h a w , P r i o r , 

W o r r a l l , B r a d b u r y , K n i g h t , H o d g e , H a m , E n t i c k n a p , R a n k i n , 

C o l l i n s , L a w t o n , M c C o n c h i e , L a n c a s t e r , W o o d f o r d , H a y , H o r t o n , 

M c L a u g h l i n , O l d f i e l d , B a m p t o n , P h i l l i p s , M a r s h a l l , W i n n , 

G a m b l e , H a r v e y and the p r e s e n t m i n i s t e r R e v . M u r r a y J o h n . 

Sunday S c h o o l o p e r a t i o n s w e r e commenced in the y e a r 1 8 5 2 , in 

the w e a t h e r b o a r d and slab b u i l d i n g already r e f e r r e d t o , and 

h a v e c o n t i n u e d e v e r s i n c e . The s c h o o l n o w c o m p r i s e s a fine ' 

s e t of b u i l d i n g s and a m e m b e r s h i p of n e a r l y 175 t e a c h e r s , 

officers and s c h o l a r s . 

Owing to a rapid i n c r e a s e in the p o p u l a t i o n , it w a s n o t l o n g 

b e f o r e the old b u i iding b e c a m e too s m a l l to a c c o m o d a t e the 

n u m b e r of s c h o l a r s , a n d it w a s e n l a r g e d b y the addition of 

a w e a t h e r b o a r d p o r t i o n w h i c h s a t i s f i e d a l l r e q u i r e m e n t s for 

many y e a r s . 

H o w e v e r , in 1 8 6 5 , a contract w a s let to M r . W . Johns for the 

e r e c t i o n of a d d i t i o n s in the shape of a T p i e c e in front of 

the w e a t h e r b o a r d s c h o o l . In 1880 the s c h o o l b e c a m e so 

c r o w d e d , that it w a s absolutely n e c e s s a r y to do s o m e t h i n g 

to again i n c r e a s e the a c c o m o d a t i o n , and the Trustees of the 



Church granted the use of the Church galleries for a nunil^er of y e a r s 

to accomodate the j u n i o r s c h o l a r s . 

^ p e r i n t e n d e n t s cf Sunday S c h o o l w h o acted as such b e t w e e n 1852 

and 1902 w e r e as follows: M e s s r s . W m . T o n g u e , R. N o b l e , B . Booth> 

A . H a r k n e s s , R. L i s l e , C. M o o r e , G o d d a r d , A l d e r s o n , R o b e r t s , H . 

C o c k , R. R o w e , C. W i n t e r , H . R a l p h , M . C o c k , W . J a m e s , J . H a r v e y , 

B r i m a c o m b e and R. S a u n d e r s . 

At this p o i n t . It is i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e that in 1 9 0 2 , the Sunday 

S c h o o l t e a c h i n g staff n u m b e r e d 5 4 , i n c l u d i n g one sick v i s i t o r , and 

scholars on the r o l l n u m b e r e d 5 6 8 . 

M r . J . H . C r u m p , s e c r e t a r y of the Sunday S c h o o l , r e p o r t e d , "The 

period 1852 to 1302 had beeyi a record one in every sense of the 

word, and it was doubtful if, in the whole 50 years of the school's 

existence, there had been a single yeai' where so many conversions 

had been known. '' 

From 1902 to 1972 m a n y f a i t h f u l s e r v a n t s h a v e l a b o u r e d to fulfil the 

p u r p o s e s of the Sunday S c h o o l . Times h a v e not always been easy of 

l a t e , as m a n y outside i n t e r e s t s are n o w o f f e r e d to children w h i c h ' 

w e r e n e v e r c o n t e m p l a t e d 50 years a g o . 

G r e a t changes have taken place in e d u c a t i o n and in the p a r t i c u l a r 

e m p h a s i s in the Qiristian faith to cope w i t h m o d e m day attitudes 

Our Sunday S c h o o l has a l t e r e d its m e t h o d s to cope w i t h these changes 

and remains a v i t a l p a r t of Church l i f e . 

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s w h o h a v e s e r v e d lately are as f o l l o w s : M e s s r s . 

C. W a m e , L. Wliite, H . J o n e s , R, W a m e , J. Little and F. K i n s m a n . 

M e n t i o n m u s t n o w be made of the c h o i r , as it is one of the oldest 

a n d largest Metholi st Church choirs in B e n d i g o , h a v i n g rendered 

service for over 100 y e a r s . 

The choir has b e e n u n d e r the direction of the f o l l o w i n g c h o i r m a s t e r s 



M e s s r s . B r e w e r ( 1 8 7 0 ) , C r u m p , Andrews ( 1 9 0 8 ) , D u n s t a n , H o w k e y 

( 1 9 0 9 ) , J. H a r k n e s s , P r i d e a u x , Dennis ( 1 9 1 4 ) , B r i m a c o m b e , 

E . C . W a m e , Sleeraan ( 1 9 1 5 ) , F r a n c i s , E . C . W a m e ( 1 9 2 3 ) , 

C . W a m e ( 1 9 2 3 ) , J . Chamney ( 1 9 3 9 ) , E . T h o m a s , C. W a m e , ( 1 9 3 9 ) , 

R . W a m e ( 1 9 6 8 ) . 

F r o m available r e c o r d s , p a s t organists include M e s s r s . H . 

W h i t f o r d , R. H a r k n e s s , Miss Gertie J a m e s , M r . H a m p t o n , 

M r . J. A l l i n g h a m , Miss M . A k e h u r s t , Miss A . S a u n d e r s , M r . 

I . R. C a m e , M r . F. P e t t i g r o v e , M r s . E . Cliamney, M e s s r s . 

H . Jones and R. W a m e . 

From the date of c o m m e n c e m e n t of the choir to 1 9 0 8 , 73 anthems 

w e r e p u r c h a s e d . These anthems ranged in difficulty from 

easy to very d i f f i c u l t , w e r e m o s t l y of the V i c t o r i a n e r a , and 

featured composers such as .Arthur C r o o k , John S t a i n e r , A r t h u r 

S u l l i v a n , Caleb S i m p e r , J. Varley R o b e r t s , G e o . G a r r e t t , and 

W a l t e r S p i n n e y . 

Since 1 9 0 8 , a further 130 anthems h a v e b e e n p u r c h a s e d . 

M a n y w o n d e r f u l contributions h a v e b e e n made b y the choir to 

our m o r n i n g and e v e n i n g s e r v i c e s , b y w a y of anthems and 

h y m n s i n g i n g . 

P e r h a p s the choir's h i g h e s t m o m e n t s came w h i l s t u n d e r the 

direction of M r . C y r i l W a m e , a gifted m u s i c i a n . N o t only 

w e r e d i f f i c u l t anthems sung w e l l , b u t greater w o r k s w e r e 

r e n d e r e d w i t h great s u c c e s s . These w o r k s includej H y m n of 

P r a i s e b y M e n d e l s s o h n , Song of T h a n k s g i v i n g , Olivet to 

Calvary b y M a u n d e r , C r u c i f i x i o n b y S t a i n e r , Creation b y 

H a y d n and w i t h a d d i t i o n a l v o i c e s , E l i j a h - M e n d e l s s o h n , 

M e s s i a h - H a n d e l , and M o z a r t ' s R e q u i e m M a s s . 

Since the p a s s i n g of M r . W a m e , the choir h a s c h a n g e d , in 

that m a n y anthems b e i n g s u n g are much s i m p l e r and yet m o s t 

m e a n i n g f u l ; emphasis is b e i n g given to leading the 

c o n g r e g a t i o n in the spoken parts of the service as w e l l as 

the m u s i c a l s i d e ; j u n i o r m e m b e r s h a v e b e e n r e c r u i t e d , 

p r o b a b l y for the first time in the h i s t o r y of the c h o i r ; 



and m a i n l y b e c a u s e of the choirfe p r o m i n e n c e (being p l a c e d at the 

front of the C h u r c h ) , gw^ns are n o w b e i n g w o r n by c h o i r - m e m b e r s . 

The present choir is e n r o l l e d w i t h the R o y a l S c h o o l of Church 

M u s i c and makes every e f f o r t to follow the p r i n c i p l e s laid down 

b y that b o d y . There are 26 members in the c h o i r , n a m e l y 

M e s d a m e s A r n o l d , K i n s m a n , W a m e , L i t t l e , Misses P e r r i n , P e r r y , 

W i n d s o r , M r s . M a m o u n e y , Misses G r a h a m , M a u g e r , F i e l d , G i l l i e s , 

C o w l i n g , K i n s m a n , and K . W o o d m a n . These m e m b e r s comprise 

the s o p r a n o s e c t i o n , the last three n a m e d b e i n g j u n i o r m e m b e r s . 

The alto section comprises Mesdames V a p p , H . W a m e , N . W o o d m a n , 

J e n k i n , M i s s e s H i l l and F r e e m a n . Gentlemen of the choir are 

M e s s r s . M . W a m e , F. M a m o u n e y , L. W h i t e , J. K n i p e (all b a s s 

and N . T h i r l w e l l ( t e n o r ) . 

The choir represents a c r o s s - s e c t i o n of the c h u r c h , its m e m b e r s 

b e i n g i n v o l v e d in the Sunday S c h o o l (either as teachers or 

s c h o l a r s ) . T o g e t h e r C l u b , Ladies G u i l d , T r u s t e e s , Fellowship Group 

and the Y o u n g A d u l t G r o u p . 

Due m a i n l y to the w i s d o m and foresight of the Church T r u s t e e s , ^.-^ .: 

the choir has an e x c e l l e n t pipe organ to accompany their s i n g i n g . 

The o r g a n , w h i c h is over 100 y e a r s old is a t t e n d e d to by M e s s r s . 

H i l l , Norman and B e a r d , organ b u i l d e r s of M e l b o u r n e , at least 

four times a y e a r , thereby e n s u r i n g that this great i n s t r u m e n t 

does n o t fall into d i s r e p a i r . 

The c h o i r is n e w under the direction of the organist Rodney W a m e , 

w h o is the third generation of the W a m e family to h a v e u n d e r t a k e n 

this p o s i t i o n . 

TJie c h o i r , w h i c h is p r o b a b l y the oldest and largest Caurch Choir 

in the h i s t o r y of M e t h o d i s m in B e n d i g o , h a s a great h e r i t a g e , and 

one that the church can b e very p r o u d o f . 

Turning n o w to the p r e s e n t churches w e e k day a c t i v i t i e s , w e find 

that all sections of the c o n g r e g a t i o n h a v e b e e n c o n s i d e r e d . 
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There is the w e e k l y Fellowship m e e t i n g , the Ladies G u i l d , 

W . A . O . M . , the T o g e t h e r C l u b , the Y o u n g A d u l t G r o u p , the Ladies 

I n d o o r Carpet Bowls a n d the B a d m i n t o n Club and Y o u t h C l u b . 

P e r h a p s one c r i t i c i s m w h i c h can be l e v e l l e d at our present 

w e e k - d a y activity is the lack of u n i t e d e f f o r t b e t w e e n all 

b o d i e s of the C h u r c h . 

One such e f f o r t conducted in the p a s t w h i c h commanded great 

p u b l i c i n t e r e s t w a s the A u g u s t o n i a n F a i r . 

On 2 6 / 8 / 1 9 3 3 M r . J . H . Crump w r o t e "the A u g u s t o n i a n Fair h a s f 
b e c o m e quite a l o c a l i n s t i t u t i o n and the y e a r w o u l d n o t s e e m i-

complete w i t h o u t i t . From a s^jcial p o i n t of v i e w it has no .. ( 

e q u a l " . j 

1 
I lately h e a r d jf a b a z a a r or sale of gifts w h i c h h a d b e e n ' 

h e l d , w h o r e a n u m b e r of y o u n g ladies w e r e d i s c u s s i n g the } 

e v e n t . One of them e n q u i r e d ''How did the affair go o f f ? " ! 

"Oh s p l e n d i d ' said a n o t h e r . "Did y o u make much p r o f i t ? ' 

The answerA7as "I do n o t k n o w about the p r o f i t , b u t three of 

us got e n g a g e d ! W e l l that w a s the w a y they looked at i t , 

and n o doubt they w e r e w e l l s a t i s f i e d . 

S o m e t h i n g lifce that of course m a y h a p p e n at the A u g u s t o n i a n 

F a i r , b u t the t r e a s u r e r s of the s e v e r a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s and 

the s t a l l h o l d e r s , view the m a t t e r from a f i n a n c i a l a s p e c t . 

In looking through some old Church b o o k s , the first sale of 

gifts I can find anythin;? definite about w a s s t y l e d a GRAND 

J U B I L E E F E S T I V A L /iI>iD SALE O F GIFTS in O c t o b e r 1 9 0 2 . It w a s 

o p e n e d b y C r . C u m o w , M a y o r of B e n d i g o , M e s s r s . Saunders 

and B r i m a c o m b e w e r e the Supts• and M e s s r s . Crump and Vigus 

the s e c r e t a r i e s . M a n y o t h e r w e l l k n o w n n a m e s , w o r k e r s of the 

t i m e s , are s t i l l w i t h us i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l l a d i e s , h o w e v e r 

I dare n e t mention them as I h a v e b e e n p o l i t e l y i n f o r m e d 

I w i l l get my h a i r p u l l e d if I do s o , and cannot risk such 

a c a t a s t r o p h e . 

L a t e r on s i m i l a r e f f o r t s w e r e h e l d in different months u n d e r 

different n a m e s such as May F a i r , B u t t e r f l y F a i r , R a i n b o w 

F a i r , J a p a n e s e Fair e t c . 
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In the y e a r s 1918 and 1 9 1 9 , after much discussion and many 

m e e t i n g s , it w a s finally decided to h o l d a fair in A u g u s t 1 9 2 1 , 

w h i c h p r o v e d to b e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l and h a s b e e n h e l d e v e r since 

u n d e r the n a m e of A u g u s t o n i o n F a i r . 

Despite d e p r e s s i o n , b a d times e t c . , its success has b e e n 

w o n d e r f u l and h a s r e t u r n e d to C h u r c h , Sunday S c h o o l and 

P a r s o n a g e Funds the s u m of o v e r 2,500 pounds and this is a 

record w h i c h w e can w e l l b e p r o u d o f . 

Of course the old adage that many h a n d s m a k e light w o r k and 

the g e n e r a l good fellowship displayed t h r o u g h o u t the w h o l e 

of the p r e p a r a t i o n s has at a l l times b e e n one of the 

p r i n c i p a l factors of s u c c e s s . 

In closing this study of the Cnurch at Golden S q u a r e , it is 

c l e a r that a g r e a t Christian w i t n e s s has b e e n e f f e c t e d in 

many d i f f e r e n t w a y s . A w i t n e s s w h i c h w e can be p r o u d o f , 

b u t one w h i c h p l a c e s a great r e s p o n s i b i l i t y on the p r e s e n t 

c o n g r e g a t i o n . May each one of us w h o are p r i v i l e g e d to 

w o r s h i p God in this Church see this r e s p o n s i b i l i t y n e t as a 

d u t y , b u t a p r i v i l e g e . 

In compiling this short history of the Golden Square Methodist 

Church, thanks must he given to Mr. Frank Mamouney for 

offering newspaper cuttings etc. collected by the late Mr. 

J.E. Crump & Mr. John Newton for photograph and design of the 

cover. 

Apologies are also extended for any inaccuracies or ommissions 

which may have occurred in compiling this article. . 

R. WARNE. 




