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CONGREGATIONAL CEURCHES IN BENDICO (SANDEURST)

Barly this eentury there ware three Cengregatienal chureh duildings

in Bendige -~ the sentral charge being at the corner of Ferest and Mackensie
Sts (the ewiginal site) anether om the $0p of the hill at the carner of
Ruseell mnd Harkness Ste (Quaryy Hill) and a thixd in @ax Calvin 8% ( mow
tie lutherean Churedh) soce( Calvin has new been quietly altered to

ia homour of 211l Galvia a fermer mayer who lived in hat stzeet . He wpe
alse a very setive peliticisa in his day, )

The Annals of Bendigo record that 1 aores of land were purchaded ex the
abeve corner im June 1858 for £1200 .,

The first church was erected an the midile ssectiom of this bleok in
Nevewber 1858 ( AB. P48 Vol,i)

This building was enlarged Ly adilng & Tranusept acros: the fromnt in
¥ay 1867 (A.B. p. 138 b) YNow adla to seai 507 parsous.

AS semes time prior t0 thim a prefadricated (7) teak (?) parsonage =tcod
clese te the fenve facing Mackemsio St Just below "Buroma” . This was
demeliched abeut 1920. I can remember ius type OF architsoture — frame—
work showing on the outside and tue liaing boards facing inwards, This
served as & carvtaker’s cetiage for some yoars befcra it diaa;ye md.

In 1890 the foundatien stomes I & brani naw church were leid (23/4/1890)
Dosigned by WeCo.Vahland -~ with tall Sower and two gable crossings, { Tt
was understood 10 have been forashortensl from 3 crossings to 2 “o save
uomey at the tine, Im midition tv thils, the bdack wall was let flat i gk
plain, An 2roh was definsd 32 a rudimentsry ‘chancel! but was net added
un¥il the 34, John's Presbyteriand sook over the building in ....

This new church was op:med on EXEKXKEEXX 26tk Tabruary 1890 .,

It cost £2481., Comtractor ~ F longstalf,

The Comgrepational cause did not flourisb and in  ........ they suught
and altered ths brick school complex in Ofiwt $0 be headquartsrs of their
people rainly concsntrated nearer thy Quarry 74ill arza., Tha timber chureh
on Russell 34 Hill was sold. Aleo the Calviu Ot proparrd. lleunshils, the
valuabls Forest St property was 89l $o s Lomaon sect 7ho usmed i for same
Yoars defore it Vecame am invsaimeni for the Letholist cause, They did net



CONGRECATIONAL CHURCH IN BRNDIGO (2)

dovelep it and bWy geed fartume the emmgregation of 84 Jehn's Preshyterien
chureh were able tc purchase it. They had had ayes en the yreyerly
for yoars, and purchased it imn the ajeck of time ., 3inee thea they have

sxpandblexpanded their cause, duilding a driek hall at the rear, stdmiing
adding a Chansel te the Vahland chureh, and gemerally restering the plase

%0 i4a yristine appeal. FMMWF ot G (How (D TO Mom,(
( The vietesitudes of the 5% Jehm congregatiom ar's very fwvelved (g -
and the histery is confused Decause at ene stage, an sarlier tiadex
church was destreyed by five alemg with many recerds, )

When the Cengregatienal cause began ¢ faltey, they sold off the l/mt
cerney of the 1§ acres bleek %0 Mrs Rarrisem ( widow of Dr W.B.Earrisem )
who ereeted & private dwlling therveen , (C&é,m\ b, tr.\

Then, in the 19208 they demolished the eld sel$ drick erigimal duilding
in the middils of the block, alomg with the tramsept added in 1867.

Thus, the site of these first buildings is open yard deside e
Vahland ohuvoh, leading up to the side of new Preshyterian hall,

( ™e eld brick chureh and transspt were quite shaming., On the Fowest
8¢ ‘end’ was a mesat attractive Ross window faocing All Saints . The cedar
pulpit at this end was alse of uote, Ths vhole stzusture was deemed
‘unsafe’ (7?) Ny oms of the trustess, hence the demclitiem .

It &8 said that the new Yahland Churoh was the osuse of the decline
at the tine ~ the dadt may have frightened people off and the cause
languished,) ‘



