Transcript of a letter found at the Public records of Victoria VPRS 4066/1 No 16
The date is most important.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY Sandhurst
September the 18", 1854

[ feel it is my duty as an Englishman and one sincerely attached to the laws of our country to
address you. Sir. on this occasion relative to a law made and provided last year for the better
management of the Goldfields of this colony. I had better here inform you. Sir, that [ have
been engaged working on this Goldfield with my step-son for two years & a quarter, and that
which I write is from experience and observation; and should my statement in any wise be in
accordance with the report of the Government authorities of Sandhurst, and as this comes
from one entirely detached from all Government influence. it may tend to influence your
decision there-on.

The law alluded to is the licence fee, for the privilege of residing on the Crown Lands of this
colony. also for using any quantity of fuel, also to cut down any quantity of timber for the use
of building purposes. or machinery, and to dig and search for gold, for the sum of two pounds
Sterling, for three calendar months, this also includes the assistance of C ommissioners, perfect
gentlemen in all their deportment, quite impartial in all their decisions in any dispute which
may arise between two or more men, and will attend promptly whenever called upon to settle
such disputes - I must beg leave here, Sir, to say that there is no law with such liberal
provisions and so righteously carried out, in any other country in the World.

This law has been in operation now nearly twelve months, and my conviction is that it works
well, and my hope is that when Your Excellency shall have well deliberated on its merits,
assisted by the Law officers of the Government, it may remain undisturbed.

Not withstanding certain persons have endeavoured to create as great an excitement as
possible, proclaiming aloud their loyalty. and at the same time grossly exaggerating what they
choose to call the harshness and cruelty of the operations of this Law and execrate with
Scurrility the Officers who are appointed to carry out this Law.

If those men were diggers who get up this Agitation it would be some-what different, but this
is not the case. the Actors are a set of men otherwise engaged, who are guilty of exciting and
inflaming the minds of the lawless and disobedient portion of the Community.

Among the leaders of the present Agitation is one Denovan who commenced his career a
short time since, by calling on the diggers to a Monster Meeting to devise means to drive off
by force the Chinese from these Goldfields, but the diggers had sense enough to
discountenance this proceeding and Denovan’s scheme failed. His next plan was to organise a
Company for prospecting new fields for Gold. at the head of which is Mr Panton the Resident
Commissioner, but how Mr Panton can permit his name to be associated with such a person as
this Denovan, in placards and newspapers. I am at a loss to determine.

[ know not what motive those men have by agitating the Abolition of the licence fee. except it
is to delude the working men to raise a sum of money as a testimonial to the principal actors in
this agitation. Some men have been employed during the last week going around the diggings

to solicit signatures to the Memorial or Petition.

[ am sorry to find the newspaper writers engaged on the same side. aiding all they can by
obloquy on this law and slander on the officers.



However I have perfect confidence in Your Excellency’s judgement and that also of the
Officers of the Crown, that we shall abide under the same powerful protection in which our
property will be secure and lives sacred. and never suffer this colony to lapse into the
disorganised state of California- I hope that the leaders of the present Agitation will receive a
just and severe rebuke from the Government of your Excellency. which will be a prevention of
any further Scheme.

It is now rather more than twelve months since a man of the name of Brown was the leader of
the first Agitation, which resulted in framing present law. Before this Agitation a certain
newspaper editor in Melbourne was incessant in his abuse by the lowest language he was
allowed to publish, toward the late governor. Mr Latrobe. As this slanderous language was
continuous it inflamed Brown and his party until a crisis was at hand. Meetings were being
held here and the leaders’ language of ridicule and contempt of the officers and police of the
Camp acted in the like manner on the working men, when at the last meeting a flag of each
country was paraded and guns and pistols fired by hundreds.

This was to inform the Resident Commissioner what wonderful men he had to deal with —in
the meantime one of the speakers addressing the multitude said” What are these traps.
(meaning the Police force), why. they are not a mouthful for you.”

When the editor in Melbourne learned to what a fearful state the diggers had approached to, he
be-thought himself and remonstrated with the diggers. “What!- Are you going to run into
conflict with the soldiers? The diggers could have replied, Certainly, have you not been
leading us on. Oh, said the Editor, I did not mean any such thing.- probably not. but such
inflammatory language let loose on a disaffected community will naturally lead to an
insurrection- from which may God in mercy preserve your Excellency and all Her Majesty’s
subjects whom providence has called you to Govern.

With regard to the Electoral Franchise which those disaffected men clamour for, I cannot see
what benefit a vote can be to a digger on any Goldfield. The Legislature will know how to
deal with that question, and also with the disposal of Crown Lands without Mr Denovan’s
assistance [ suppose.

The Presiding Magistrate here can inform Your Excellency the chief cause of men not
obtaining a licence: it is drunkedness and from that count also you can see, Sir, from what part
of Great Britain those defaulters come. Those men grudge money to be applied to a good
cause, but they can give eighteen pence for three tablespoonfuls of spurious spirituous liquor,
hence nearly all the mischief proceeds, but the Petition to be presented to Your Excellency
will not announce this appalling fact.

[ hope Your Excellency will excuse my tediousness in trying to render this plain and it does
not satisfy me now. but writing on my knees is rather trying,
I beg to be , Sir,
Your Excellency’s
Humble and obedient servant
GEORGE HILLIER BRYANT
To Sir Charles Hotham, K.C.B.
Governor Gen’l of Victoria
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BE it remembered, thaggq-ég‘e L2 ¢ A b day pf %

4An the year of Qur Lord One. ghousund elght hundred and fifty-

(@) nusc;mgp or place of abode, W M of (a) ‘M frigis ot

(b) Profession, Trade, or Calling. in the Colony of Victoria (b) % g personally came
OL’L_Q)L—- ¢ &

{¢) me or us: one or two.
(d) City of Melbourne in the, or
Town of Geelong in the

(¢) himself or herself.

(/) lis or her.

(9) he or she.

‘before (¢) .. Ates— of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the (d@ Al ot %

oo otlfo |

said Colony, and acknowledged (e) hw&%to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

of Sle M}é pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and.

Ievxed of (f) hu/ goods and chattels, lands and tenements, to the use of our said Lady the Queen,

her Heirs and Successors, if he (¢) the said M M
shall fail in the condltlon indorsed.
Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentioned at M /l%

in the said Colony, before me

Bloz 00 .



The Condition of the within written Recognizance is such, That Whereas

Y TP

(@) was or were. (%) me or us. (a) W oa/’ld_ charged before (b) (é_z WMM @6

ced
Justice of the Peace within menti ed or that he the said g M /Zd »,
P R I Qayof  Aods Lon. K SP00

v ) :
"g// pr A~ M W in the Colony aforesaid,
() :i:i:)‘::st.ha caption of the depo- did (c) 2 z ‘Aﬁ/ o

%ﬂ?b // Pl s sl o A ,,%J
L4
(@) he or she. (o) tho-fWitness. ijfr;é he (d) the said (¢) Mxxé(— yz’@(%

t
shall appear at

SRV )  oresil Boer o be Tukden
as the case may be, . 2
ab. 7 .. e/ in and, for the Colony of Victoria, on the /. o/

day of M AD. 1855 , and there give such evidence as ~ he (g) knoweth upon anii

Information to be then and there preferred against the said

for the oﬂ'ence a.foresa.xd to thq f;rora who shall pass upon tha mgl of the Sald

; H




H(a) nudmuv‘puuorm ‘/é/ / é %’f@) ot - i
(9) Profession, Trade, or Calling. in the Colony of (tona @) = personally came
{(c) me or us: one or two. ‘before (c) 4rce. 14 g of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the (d) @m’ 7)

(d) City of Melbourne in tha or

Town of Geelong in the fg M

(¢) hifaself or herself, said Colony, and acknowledged (e) h Mtb%to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

of Ou e pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and,
() his or her. levied of (f) hw goods and chattels, lands and tenements, to the use of our said Lady the Queen,
(9) he or she. her Heirs and Successors, if he (g) the said a/\,‘ M @WI/ Ke

shall fail in the condition indorsed.

Taken and acknowledged the da.y and year first above mentioned at &1 % ;{Z/ %th

ln the Sald Colony, befo]e me ;

*7/& 1Fe (7/4

1



is such, That Whereas

The Condition of the within written Recognizance 18
Aoy %m iPe
e

&
(a) wits ot t.hﬁq—charged before CM Lre s fleo
e M yr

d, for that he the said 274 ¥

Justicoof the Peas within watione

on the M | day of ﬂf//;i;% ,(0,/ v
7 %&4 Wi W in the Colony aforesaid,

(¢) As in the caption of the depo- did (c) %V W WM o el o@b‘”v

T ek éy S M /ﬁ“‘# E

(@) he or she. () the Witness. 1f therefore he (d) the said (¢) Yy C(/l/
shall appear ab

i e ouzt of G’en?::i““ Umt' the (f) Wiﬁ holden

as the case may be,
at L/,ﬂt (f- in an&yfor the Colony of thona, on the f
vidence as he (g) knoweth upon an

(a) was or were, (b) me or us.

day of « VI . A[D.,}BE) ) and there give such ¢

Informatxon to be then and there preferred agt)zins the said




‘(@) Residence or‘plm ol abode.
(2) Profession, Trade, or Calling.

() me or us: oneor two,
(@) City of Melbourne in the, or
Town of Geelong in the

(€) himself or herself.

(f) his or her.

(g) he or she.

: d elght !mndred and fifty- Z¢ /LL

of (a) A L0

( ' %[’ ersonally came
WW (Wp yly//cg}uﬂ/f‘j/b

in the Colony of Vlctoria ®) E

before (¢) M Ve of Her Ma;esty s Justices of the Peace for the (d)
———— T 7 B . — i

said Colonypand acknowledged () h {1y to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

of M. MAAW(/UL(,(J pounds of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and

levied of (f) hyy goods and chattels, lands and tenem ts, to the,use of our said Tiady the Quecn,
) g

her Heirs and Successors, if he (9) the said

shall fail in the condition indorsed. /
g Wzl

Taken and acknowledged the day and year ﬁrst above mentioned at ﬁ%{um

in the said Colony, before me




The Condmon the w1th1n written Recggnizance is such, That Whereas

M / (oaeyl[u(r/ LLAZI,Wo—

(a) was or were. () me or us. . (a) W IA/,\ Charged.{e}. € (b) /h Btm A &,«,0(/

L
Justice of the Peace within meni::;q:ed for‘:hat he the said g&&//w A- Wb d
on the (XZQ?,O’IAA/ day of Qﬂm g) IOy

(e) Ax in the caption of the depo- did (¢) &'\AMML M[y ‘f(,o/\ MMy Ol g[ﬂ& ?
Clarke b, otehl vl o el ijb

(d) Tre or she. (c) the Witness. if therefore he (d) the said (¢) ,ef id's mb

in the Colony aforesaid,

shall appear at

(62) gngml::% mgd the N W g . to be holden
as the case may
®. ek A/ Otull - inand fou he Colony of Victoria, on the WM

day ofn/{(mx%»llﬁp A.D., 185, and there give such evidence as. he (g) knoweth upon an




BE it reﬁxember_ed, that on:

+in the year of Our LordOne

S, e

;\ T ‘>r‘ 3 o » 3
{a) Residence or place of abode,

personally came

il lroaa ) g —
before (c) ak: (314 @ of Hey Majesty’s Justices of the Peace’Lfor the (d) (-
Town of Geelong in the d /f . , =i
Decrds

(2) Profession, Trade, or Calling. in the Colony of Victoria (b)

{c) me or-us: one or two.
(d) City of Melbourne in the, or

.

(¢) himself or herself. said 901011 , and acknowledged (¢) h y to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum
of rl(,Q, ¥ pounds, of goo'tll and lawful money of Great Britain, to be x;lade and.
() his or her. levied of (f) he’d goods and chatfels, lands and tenemeats, to the usp of our said Lady the Queen,
() he or she. her Heirs and Successors, if he(g) the said LMM
ghall fail in the condition indorsed. \ i %
Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentione;l at Uy Uae 2 }V W

in the said Colony, before me

%‘, ,//%Jm» L onbs > ¥
)
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REG GNIZANCE TO GIVE EVI'DENCE

?

:BE it remembered, that oﬁ‘rthe /AA ~day of «- «/{/D/IL(AAA/ZI/\ !

¢in the year of Our Lord One thou nd elght hundred and ft - p/L ¢

{ (a) Residence or place of ubode (/M/W of (a) ?} l/d

() Profession, Trade, or Calling. in the Celony of Vlctona (b) { personally came

/u.;l
) e e or tne. e, or PefOTe () el V14 £ of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the (d) ( '{) W’M %
‘f@&,wlt 8/& D)

Town of Geelong in the
said Colonyyand acknowledged (e) h WA/Q,Z/\ to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum
of DLie %A/«J&M pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and

(/) his or her. lev1ed of (f) IDI goods and chattels, lands and tenements, to the use of pur said Lady the Queen,
W ¢ /7( relq U=

(9) e or she. her Hen's and Succc.assors, if he(g) the said /

shall fail in the condition indorsed.
/yzjﬂiww 724; %M/Mu

Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentioned at

(¢) himself or herself.

in the said Colony, before me




Ppres oqy qsnmﬁn pax a_;e:d exqu pus u 3 oq 03 uomum.m;ul

ue uodn yjemou 9y §© 00UAPIAS YOus 9413 8I0Y} PuUB s 0.
yyenouy (6) og p1ao g 43 Pt (ysm av W}r; Ap;

; oy uwo “emogor A Jo Luoyop) oy .m;“!pun ur T '
i 7 y( ' z.%":n%‘s’::
_- uop[oy oq 03 )/l IV“I/Q? l ot} anp ot ©ve ()
. 78 reodds 1reys s LT

gy J
1 ey V’“” b A ﬂ"” /V”J?
7 oj? ™G 0 VTP 7/"47)/(’ ) _,mawm? (0) PIp -odep ot 30 wondeo oy i 5 (&)
“presaoye Kuopo)) oy ut ¢ ),fQ?Jj 7 /{//1) 7/ 'wnrvk/g 1 :
0S8 p FY) 3o kep fpnswop oq

| 2.8%2Y) ) Dol ey  uyy 1) pe auomuam WIgIIA 0080 Y} JO  eoTsnp
p) m? / I ﬂ cvrt 4)1"’7.7
o VPP T () ex039q Eaj.mqo ﬁq-np "o pom (v) ' *6m 20 ow (g) ‘a10M X0 sUA (V)

= g H T Penap gl

SLAIOY AL YUY, “YoNS ST 0ourzruSoody weptis uIqiIA oY} JO UONIPUO) O,

(o) pres o3 (p) o axo;axaqq JU ooy (9) o 20 oY (7)

=)

P




(11 and 12 Vic, c. 42)
REOOGNIZANCE TO GIVE EVIDENCE.

';BE it remembered, that on the . / M 7 . dayof j 0 (}QM/[LD\,
«An the year of Our Lord One thousand eight hundred and fifty- ¢ 5
' . ;?l) A (‘( N’ f 5 Y Pa)
() Residence ot place of abode, M&W“(Pﬂ» @ W= of (a) I cuw “’l ) l"#”‘/&{’/{/\
(2) Profession, Trade, or Calling. in the Colony of Victoria () ‘!/ personally came
. Oucel &V\/& Ll i .
% e e cwopiwo. O ORI A, of Her Majesty’s Jiustices of the Peacg\ for the (d) ( (/ut j;qui Og)

Town of Geelong in the { f@ .
o 5{05

said Colony, and acknowledged (e) th/U,é{[ to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

(¢) himself or herself.

of UL 4 ll}’(ﬂ,d pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and.

(/) his or her. levied of (f) hIA goods and chattels, lands and ﬂ%ﬂzt, to the use of our said Lady the Queen,

el tr () 10
shall fail in the condition indorsed. ' f /
b 1 ‘ps
%ﬂxal\, é/ WL&J u/'l/

Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentioned at

(9) he or she. her Heirs and Successors, if he (g) the said

in the said Colony, before me

' %: 5/4 ; . JP.
— o wwul



PIvs 07y gsurede porsojoxd ezeny puw ey} oq 03 uorqeuno;uI '

ue uodn yyosouy (£) oy s 9oMOPIA® Yons 0418 ooy puw @ gg[ ‘av 777—”47,7 g / ¥ 30! .&tp

) %%&f? 97} U0 ‘gra0g014 ° 30 Iuo[oo 1 30§ pue ur -y % Py
8q Lewr eseo o) su
POy 9q 03 {/);‘H ‘euorssog poamiepy 30 3an0p 10

}/\—/I/L/J '_}/YV)/)/I/; / 44100 MO ‘Aaasieq Toup (f)

"f"'/l ﬁ/ > N My (@) pres oy (p) o e.ro;amqq JL sowm om (6) ous 20 oy (p)
W WV" m?’“?{)}'] Y m/m

rzmd/a}'?ﬂy//)v;ymv )@}/W7 'vﬁ

j¢ avadde yreys

/(//’) P ) 6) pp FORPRB. . )
‘presazoe Luoop etn ur ) ) }’) )“’Jﬁ —~rp 3
N U “‘rg&nz? 30 Kep Yeyp owwo
P )/vay/« SRl “poonuom urta sovog o g0 oonsnp

@) OIGq padreyo M\' "2 pam (v) ; SWI0 ouI () *a20 10 sUM (v)

g e AT

ﬂm/;m

SLOIO M Yo, ‘gons st sourzrudooeyy TN LIM ugqqgmcn'qi Jo wonrpuoy) oy,




,_"‘;a

(5) Profession, Trade, or Calling.

)meorm

City of Melboumoln the, or

Town of aeelong in the

(¢) himself or herself,

(/) his or her.

(9) he or she,

l ALY i i._—: b 1 } i '4,'— v.?‘_' A T :‘:-‘:'(fv’ 5 :
. BE it remembered, that on ! : A , vecn oo day.of. g/(r
1&1 the year of Our Lgrd One. &hoﬁgand elghtlmndrfd and.
i@, Ba.ddmarpﬂeonfnbo&e‘ i 1

0‘ (pa gerso:ml]y came
the Peace/‘for the (d) [D‘M %

said Colony, and acknowledged (e)h to owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

of M (/@d - pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and

levied of (f) h u g00ds and chattels, lands and tenements, to the
her Heirs and Successors, if he (q) the sald W

shall fail in the condition mdorsed

17 of our said Lady the Queen,

Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentioned at yé/ia‘-v %Z‘// / Lxla (/ﬁ

in the said Colony, before me

o/ uwﬂ)ﬂx fhhy, tok
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“dn the year of Our Lord One thos

e it
(@) Residence or place of abode. '
(%) Profession, Trade, or Calling.

{c) me or us: one or two.
(d) City of Melbourne in the, or
Town of Geelong in the

(¢) himself or herself.

(/) his or her.

(9) he or she.

in the Colony of Victoria (b)

personally came

(il

el
before (¢) 2« & 2¢e of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the (d)

said Colony, andyacknowledged (e)-h ﬁb«»% owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

of £Zct pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and

levxed of (f) h// goods and chattels, lands and tene/nts, to the nse of our said adghe Queen,
her Heirs and Successors, if he (_q) thesaid % ‘?

shall fail in the condition indorsed.
Taken and acknowledged the day and year first above mentioned at %/‘M

in the said Colony, before me

y




The Condition ?he ithin written Recognizance is such, That Whereas

Gl el o cetite. M
(@) was or were, () me or us, a) wad ‘}[‘ L& charged before‘%;) M /4, C?W 7
)

L PSS

in the Colony aforesaid,

i
, wl;%f 4 6/2/(/#

Justice of the Peace within mentloned} for that he the said

day of
urds

;-—’—\—-p”
T L, D .

on the

(¢) As m the caption of the depo- did (c)

oree Tt 3
7?““‘ rtrfE’

(@) e or she. (c) the Witness. if thereford he (d) the said (¢) !,

/ shall appear at
o g'“gloull?td(lz;‘ge,nﬁru“isteg?om the ( Zﬂ(/u[ <% to be holden / _,: :
as the case may be, /‘ ;e K
in ang Bor the Oolony of Vm{oﬁn, on. the U

| day oij%

Tnformation to be then am! there




(b) Profession, 'rnde. or Cnmng

{(¢) me or us: one oxtw .
(d) City of Melbourne in the, or *
“Town of Geelong in the

{¢) himself or herself.

(f) his or her,

(g) he or she.

in the Colony of Victoria (b) ,/ pﬂt@(«j /

un 51 V,Vsof(a)

Lﬁl//% personally came

before () gl it of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace for the (d) @ (/Mj

’/&Wﬂ

said Colony, and acknowledged (e) h rto owe to our Sovereign Lady the Queen the sum

rpeeen

of e pounds, of good and lawful money of Great Britain, to be made and

levied of (f) h{/; goods and chattels, lands and tengments, to the use of gur said Lady the Queen,

her Heirs and Successors, if he (g) the said

shall fail in the condition indorsed. /%4/ M
above mentioned at o~ W

Taken and acknowledged the day and year first abov

in the said Colony, before me
%éiw s
pub e

et e e
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