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November 20th. 62 

M r . Arthur T . Pattirison, 
Kent 3t.) 
MORIMINGTON, V i c . 

Dear M r . Pattincon, 

Last vA?ek your brother, Brit., v;hom I 
have known for nany years, supp3.1ed ''The Bendigo -dvertiaer'* 
tdth some intei^Gtinr; irrfoj.'mation reoarcdng youi'' role as the 
nodel for the lote Jack ivalke?.* v-her' he vaa rntikiA?: the ntatue 
for the .T3oer War' yemori'il h e r o . 

Yenterday, hov;ever, another claimant to 
the dintiaction of bein'T "che rrodel v/iis advanced in "The Pen-
digo :\dvert:l3er' cy I r . Pdchard L'arshall, of iVoran Sti^et, 
fjendlgo, v/ho said that f.he ooldior's model v/.a3 HiiiliD Hand-
T i c a r . I U'^ulerstand that your brother hag sent the nevirspa]:)er 
cuttings o n to y o u . hen he called to ^ e e ine yesterday he 
su£^ested that I Vvrito direct to Y<\\r further particulars. 

Can yoti recall the discussion you had v/lth 

Jack alker v;hen he approached you about acting aa the model 
and do ycu reme:nber hoxv many times you ^osed for him, and 
;hethc-r the worlr v/r.3 L'̂ '̂ ne in the housej in the y.»rd; or in one 
of the outbuildings at :;oran street? In short, any details 
at a l l . 

At this point in time v̂'e are considering 
an interesting facet in Bendlgo's histor;^'', s o any seemingly 
unimportant incidents could be really vcr.y useflil if v;e knexv 
about theni. 

HevG you tj:ay old nev/si-^aper cut tineas 
nicrrtlonar^':; your name in connection with thin ^:errioriQl? D o 

ycr re?;•ember an/ ren ar?ts thft passed betv/cen you and Jack 
v'alker durir,;' the loni^ sessions you mnst have put in on this 
work? This cou]d be quite important. And do you recall 
where the rifle cane f r o m i ? Did you or Jack d'alker borrow it 
fj'om the military authorities? 

Back in 1934 Jack Walker recalled having 
h;:id to pull the plaster model dov.Ti and rem^ike It vhen he dis­
covered that it v;as slightly off-balance nnd .v/as slowly 
topplin;; forward. He told me he had to get his model to pose 
again. Do you Imov anythlrig about this? Gould it have been 
t3iat he got I.',r. Handmeai' in for this flnfil stage of the work? 
K i a t , of course, would a^ply only if you were not available. 
Incidentally, I never heard of Llr. Handmeai" until I saw his 
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mme in yeaterday's "Advertiser". 

In any case I intended contacting your 
brother or you t̂ > Inquire whether any nseniber of i/0\ir family 
had an old photograph of you in your ^-oer war unlforrn, that 
i s , one taken about the time of or just after the foer W a r . 
I am sure that ruembcr:^ of the Bendigo branch of the Royal 
Historiccl -jociety would be rr«st interested to see i t . 

I hope you will haî 'C the tlTi!e -md inclin­
ation to consider the m'-.rsy points I have raised in this 
letter because the subject has aroused a lot of l'itex*est In 
Bendlgo» 

Hoping you e r e keeping well end quite as 
active as you could wish. 

I remcin, vdth all good wishes 5 

Yours sincerely. 
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Editor, 

"llie Bendigo A d w r t l s e r " . 

31 r,-

The good etoiy behind Bendigo»s ;>outh African 
war Tnerarial gets tjetter v/lth the telling. After remain­
ing an inactive stock for about GO .ycr,T'..5 the lone soldier 
on the rnonu'ient has now become the target for three take­
over' bids in two w e e k s . 

Each claim.ant for the honor o f being the original 
model fbr i/r. Jack .'all-er's statue has an interesting case^ 
The first claim was rriade on behalf of :r.Arthur Pat tin son, 
now 8 4 , living at " o m l n g t o n , a veteran of three Wiurs, 
including the Poer ivar. 

The second bid for the honor was made on behalf 
of I'r. Phillip "Tandmear? a charupion axeman who lived at 
p:nov;sley. 

'\nd novr a third clal.m has been made by I'r.David 
Kabbs, of Bendigo. who is certain the.t the model f o r the 
statue was his late father, ••'illiara Nabbs, a builder, v;ho 
lived In Buckley Street, LOT\ Gully, near Ii^r. Valker*s home. 

f r. 'labbs said his father ^osed for six weeks 
as the model and in later yonrs he had clear conilrrnation 
of t.hat fact from Vr• alker himself. 

This .-̂ill goes to shew v;hat h a v->ens sometlm^es 
w h e n one undertakes research into an historic monument. 
;ai almost forgotten facet. of local hii^tory becomes naws 
again and the researcher m a t sound his way warily 
through a fog of a.^paj'ently conflicting evidence. It 
Is problenatl cal v/hat fur-'ther investigation vdll reveal 
but it Is certain to focus closer attention uron one o f 
this city's fine E i o n u m o n t s . 

P.O.Box ScT^Bendigo 


