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ANNE CURRIE - A COLONIAL WIFE

interesting talk at the @my kuxtable Luncheon in January this year,
he spoke of his research into an area just out of Axedale where he was able to trace the

homes and families of those who settled there in the late 19th century. In this talk today 1
would like to concentrate on one pioneer, Anne Currie, who with her husband, John,
helped open up the arca we know now as Lardner on the Drouin arca. Anne Currie kept a
diary, more like a day book, of her family’s activities throughout their lives. The Diaries
were commenced by John on 8th March 1873, but on 28 September of that year there is
an entry John Currie has tired of keeping a Diary and has handed it over to me (.
Currie’

The Diary was continued with a few breaks right up to 1916. From them we get a picture
of the daily life of the family, their joys, entertainments, visitors and even their animals,
(all of which had names).

Maybe [ should speak about the importance of Diaries and their value in this modemn age.
In the middle of the 19th century were kept by both men and women, as they are today,
but for the men it contained a wealth of information about their farming activitics in
opening up new tracts of land remote from civilisation, their crops, and in some cases their
contact with the aborigines. For the women more or less confined to the house and home
paddock, with children to look after and if lucky to have servants, it was a way of helping
them over the long periods of isolation they had to endure so their Diaries contamed their
hopes, thoughts and the small things that made up their daily lifc. We must remember that
for many vears mail to and from Home' was very slow and in many cases could take up to
6 months just to get a letter back to family overseas, and of course get a reply. Hence the
needs of women's Diaries (o remind them of happenings to write about to their relatives

overseas. We are lucky today that there arc many Diaries written by women over the last



century have come into collections and have become a source of research and have been
published so we are able at this late stage share part of their lives.

But back to the Curries and a little about their background. John Currie was born in
Midlothian, Scotland on 11 June 1834 and arnived in Ausiralia on The Champion of the
Seas in the 1850's. For those inferested, this sailing ship, built in Boston especially for the
Black Ball Line and the Australian run leaving from Liverpool. It was said that the ship
was able to maintain speeds of 22 knots and make 40 nautical miles in 24 hours due to the
12000 square yards of sail it carried. John's wife to be was born Sarah Anne Catherine
Wells in Ipswich Suffolk on 25 February 1845, and they were married in Ballarat on 8th
September 1864. He was 30 whereas Sarah Anne (to be known as Anne or as John called
her when writing in the Diaries about her Kate) was 19 and farmed at Ballan. They had 7
children. 4 born at Ballan of which 3 survived, and 3 at Brandy Creek of which 2 survived.
The surviving children born at Ballan were:~

Catherine (known as Kate) 7th Apnil 1866.
Tom 5th Junc 1869.
Albert (known as Bert) 3rd July 1875.
and at Brandy Creek:-
Caroline Calphurnia (known as Fern) 30th September 1882,
Rose 25th May 1884.

The farm at Ballan was a small one, only 114 acres, they were enterprising people and

with John, both as a farmer and a cammer, was successful in both areas. But whal made
them give up a comfortable life in Ballan and move to an unknown area in Gippsland. As
Robert Marmion pointed out the Land Acts of 1869 made more land available by opening
up new tracts of land in the Colony. The settlers in the new parts were able to take up 320

acres of land and with John's small holding in Ballan and a growing family. together with



many of his neighbours taking up land in the new region the idea looked good and
promising. In John's case he was only able to take up approx 220 acres, as he alrcady had
the 114 acres at Ballan, but with his brother taking up an adjourning holding of 320 acres
made it well worth the effort.

No doubt you are wondering why all this background but I feel it is essential 1o know.
about it. What fears and trepidation's Anne must have felt about this move were not shown
in the Diaries, and even with 2 voung children to look after as well as a baby in arms, she
was in full support with John. Having gained the land in the Brandy Creek area, October
1875 was a busy month for them organising the move, sclling up and arranging to send on
stock on ahead. Weather delayed them and were delayed further as the 8th November was
Election Day and the following day Melboume Cup. They finally left onl1th November
and on their way through Melbourne stayed with Anne's sister where they had thewr photo
taken. Progress was made and in Dandenong and Anne was perturbed by a notice about a
scarlet fever epidemic in Melbourne, Finally they arrived in the Brandy Creek area, afier
been bogged a few times between Dandenong and their destination, to be greeted by their
Ballan friends who had gone before them.

From then on the Dianies are full of how thev cleared the land and planted potatoes to
break the soil up. There is evidence that a garden had been started and Anne wrote of how
she had her first visitor on 21 November 1875 and with pride said the rhubarb came out
of our own garden. Afier the all the amenitics of Ballan lifc would have been hard and was
fairly isolated, but Anne and her neighbours shared whatever they had such things as when
a sheep was killed, meat was shared around. Later a store was opened and later burnt
down in 1879, the road it was on is now known as Bumnt Store Rd. named after the store
that stood there and was burnt down in 1879. Anne was able to sell her butter, eggs and

milk to them and later to the stores in Drouin (this was originally called Whiskey Creck and



was renamed Drouin when the railwavs came through on 1878. The derivation of the
name came from the French inventor of a chlorination process uses to separate gold from
ore. Gold diggings had been going on for sometime north of Drouin on the Torago River.)
Anne kept a close eye on costs cic and complained when she felt she was over charged.
She was also adept at making clothes are there are many entries in the Diaries where she
wrote of buying material and making coats, trousers and underclothes for the family and
her neighbours,  Also there are plenty of instances in the Diary of Anne helping out
neighbours with small loans of money, as well as the occasional loan of farm produce etc.
Anne was very determined to get paid for the produce they sold the people around them
and made some pithy comments about these people. Hospitality was of course a must in
the countrv and these ranged from having neighbours (o meals, as well as those who came
about meal times. There was a case when a woman and a child came one evening to
inquiry if the Curries know the whereabouts of 'her husband." The Curries were unable to
help the woman but gave them shelter and a meal for the night and no doubt send them on
their way next morning refreshed and with a lighter heart. But it is more important to look
at Anne as a Colonial wife and mother in relation to her family.

Anne and her family took an active part in what social life there was in the area. A school
was started and religious services were held there. It seems from the Diaries that Anne took
little part in these services, whereas John took a leading role in organising and taking
services. Education was an important part of their lives and that of their children. Anne
being very delighted when the children received their Education Certificates. As far back as
March 1878 Tom complained of a bad pain in his knee, neighbours were called and asked
their opinion. Diagnosis were given, one was given as an attack of the bile for which a
‘dose’ was given. Ieeches were brought and tried and more physic given. Other things tried
were ‘kerosene oil' which made it very red and took 'the skin from under.’ Poultices were

iried to make it gather and break, but all this did was to make Tom's leg skin and vellow



blisters appear. Another neighbour, Maggie McPherson, brought linseed meal for a
poultice, whilst yet another said all was well and it would break in a couple of days. A
neighbour known as Mr Aspinall called as said Tom's leg would soon be all nght, and
when he called a few days later to see how Tom was, Anne made a wry remark about this
man in the Diary that 'he though himself a perfect Adoms.' More treatment was given and
tried and on 23rd June Anne wrote that ‘a picce of bone came out of Tom's leg making
nine in all." One does wonders how Tom survived all this. Anne was very meticulous in
writing up the Diary and it is somehow amazing that she made ne mention of happenings
as school where the children had broken limbs, including Tom, for the lack of a play
ground. John had written to the Education Department on 2nd June 1879 that there had
been children who had broken limbs and mentioned his own son Tom among them.

Annc was always worried about the safety of her family when they were away too long.
Katie, who worked around the house and farm helping her father, was not a womry to
Anne. [ wonder if sometimes how she felt throughout this period. Tom in 1879, weni inio
Drouin after school and worried Anne by not coming back until near dark. Later in 1888
when he took a job with the Victorian Railways in the Lamp Room, agamn Anne worned
about him. She wrote in the Diary that his going to work in the Railways was a good thing.
and 1 quote '.._.how can we make anything from farming the grasshoppers and wallabies
takes it all..." Tom did not last long and was very welcome by all when he came home.
Even this spell did not dampen his spirits and later he was to leave for Kalgoorlic where he
didn't stay long and then to New Zealand where he was glad to retumn home. He appeared

to be a 'home boy' in the best possible way.

Bert (Albert) was very heipful and resourceful, he had just turned 12 and was already busy
in carting wood to be split for firewood . He also had the mail run and the latter caused

Anne much pain and worry when he became lost one day. Anne wrote of the anguish of it



all; and how she has given him up for lost in the surrounding scrub. When he amived home
safely at 11.30pm and told them the pony had wandered off the track into the swamp.
When the moon came up he was able to see his way home and in the words of the young
he said that he had a good sleep on the horse. One is left to wonder how the horse felt
about it all. Later he was to have his own team of bullocks and worked around the area.

All this happened after Anne had given birth to a daughter, Isobel Jean, in November
1879. Her joy of having another daughter was soon to tum to tradegy when on 24th
November 1880 Anne was confronted with a happening that all mothers must go through
when a young child is drowned. In Anne's case it was to blight her life forever and the
Diary is blank from that date until 12th December when Anne starts in the usual way about
the weather but breaks off and pours out her feelings. She wrote '...I had no heart to fill
my book since we lost our wee pet on the 24th of last month it was oh so sudden...1
carried her to the waterhole to dip a bucket of water I stood her down and dipped it and
she had a drink out of the bucket T led her by the hand to the door and said to her to come
in Sclfic Dearic and 1 feel sure she came in and went back to see where 1 got the water. [
missed her for a few minutes after and ran back to the backyard looking for her and calling
on her. 1 thought she must have followed Katic when she went for the cows then 1 asked
Bertic it the front door was open, he said sorta; meaning half open, I then ran back to the
waterhole the first thing I saw was a little foam on the water. My heart told me what that
was Oh shall I ever forget it. I looked under the sticks and saw my wee , but oh dear |
never thought I was too late as she was such a short time in. I did the best thing I knew for
her and Mrs McPherson came but we lost her..." Anne writes on in the similar and
desperate mood and finished up writing that '...She scems never out of my mind though I

know she is better.._but she was so clever there was never one so knowing for her age.’



Although life for Anne was to more or less refum to some normality, she suffered a
complete breakdown and had to be taken off to the Yarra Bend Mental Asylum and was
admitted on 17th September 1881. It was during this perid we leam of the close bond of
affection and love the existed between Anne and John although there is very little in the in
the carhier Diaries. When Anne was released into the care of John on 29th December
1881, she had another child ‘Fern' in 1882 before her final discharge on 27th October
1883. One wonders (hat by the birth of this daughter John hoped that it would help Anne
recover full health and strength. At the beginning | said that yet another daughter Rose was
born in 1884. Anne was never (o get over the fecling and worry of madness and from
family history it would appear that Rose was very vindictive toward her mother.

Annc 'passed away to her rest' in March 1906, the cause of her death was given io be
‘obstruction. jaundice, pneumonta, heart failure and exhaustion' Anne's lite was full of
trials and tribulations that faced many women of her generation in a new and untried land.
Even with neighbours nearby life was still lonelv and daunting. Anne. like so many others.
coped with illness, the horror of snakes, the threat of bushfires and the actual happening.
It is from the Anne Currie Diaries we can enter into their lives, their hopes and
disappointments as well as hear the authentic voice of one who wrote as she spoke, By this
we share all the jovs as well as the sufferings and torture she went through over the death
of Isobel Jean and the long mental strain and illness that followed her through the rest of

her life.

Ed

.;I'hcre seemed to be an idea that Anne did not want any of her children to marry because
of her mental breakdown. Albert did marry in 1925 and had 2 children, Joan bomn 1926
and a son, John Brvce Currie. born 1932. Albert died in 1934 and in correspondence with
John Bryce Currie who said that after his father's death, they were forced to leave the

family farm. This does give credence to the unwritten wish of Anne's that none of the



family marry. Of the remaining family, Tom died in 1943, Kate was found dead in the
garden she loved in 1952. Rose died in 1935 and Fern in 1968, and both these girls ran

the Lardner Post Office for many vears.

The Diaries themselves are in the safe hands of John Bryce Currie and copies have been
placed in the State Library in Melboume.



Catherine and John Currie, photo-

graphed in Melbourne by the fam-
ous J. P. Lind prior to journeying
to Lardner, in November, 1875
Albert Currie is the baby, aged
four months. John is 41 vears
old and Anne Catherine Currie

is aged 30.
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LUNACY STATUOTE

Section 11. * TENTH SCHEDULE. , —

(&) Name of patient. I, the undersigned, hereby request you to receive*

a lunatie into the Asylum [or licensed house] of which you are/fhe Superintendent. Suh- -
() Name of patient. joined is a stutement vespeeting the snid* . Al i

} /?l"‘/ AL Name of person signing the Order.”

ﬁ .../___ ___/__z‘:({/"(f/ — Occupation (if any) of that person,
At/ Place of his abode.

— /M"ﬂf Degree of relationship (if any) or other cireum-

stances of connection of the person signing the
/ A/ Order with the paticnt,

ol

Dated this® ’ day of Onc thonsand eight

ra dates,
(c) Give date lundred aud *

(d) S:;J“pnc:zinmmtunt'n ﬁ‘ﬂ‘- bf’” ﬁ/{}/ Superin
X Jatr

(e) Name of licensee.

(f) Pluce where Asy-
Tumn or house is
sitnnted

dent of the Asylom [or¥emmss

STATEMENT.

[ZF any of the particulars of this Statemeng be not known, phe fact is to be 5o stated.)

Name of patient with Christian nome at
length P = F

o - - .
Sex and nge e M ‘?A"J— Ba é
Married, single, o widowed W =

Condition of life and previous eccupation W LoAfira—s
(if any) avs A —
The religious persunsion as far as known a‘M :lé./&,_}_

. Previous place of abode iio o -
Whether first attack : UZ"' FEs
Age (if known) on first attack Yot T -
When and where previously under cara
and treatment ... A i } reve/ = “
Duration of existing attack ... adont o - 7
Supposed cause ... - M Ao M""‘é/ W
Whether subject to epilepsy... - q/'y"'_'
Whetler suicidal ... vf’g}"’
Whether dangerous to others wes ;;&ﬂ.

and date of eommission or order for i
inquiry

Name of one or more of the relations } 7/ N,

of the patient (if possible)

Special circumstances (if any) prevent- Wﬂ_} 2 /601“/
ing the patient being exumined hefore

admission separately by two medieal ) u.,é Aot/
practitioners ... a’ é
(Signed) & 44— -Jt-m.c___,-

[ Wihen the persn siyning the Statement is not the person who signs the Order, the following particulars
eoncerning the person signing the Statement are to he added, vis. :—]

Whether found lunatic hy :nqmsthon.}

C

Oceupation (if any) o aes

Place of abode ... o e

Degrec of relationship (if 'm_v) or other
cireumstagees of eonncetion with the
patient e e aee

AV S
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LUNACY STATUTE, 1867. - f»"f—g;,t;
Section 11, ELEVENTR SCHEDULE. !?3}%
}k"'{._;:;_;
MEDICAL CERTIFICATE TO ACCOMPANY ORDER FOR t’ Hr
RECEPTION INTO AN ASYLUM, ETC. SR
I, THE UNDERSIGNED, being a medical practitioner, hereby certify
(a) Give date, that T, on the® /éhwwhy of * Mb‘—{"ﬁ/ r:‘ i
One thousand eight hundred nnd‘_,L«-;/L()/JMJ
(#) Give particulars at® W Wj
natlon, _ sireet,
::ﬂm ofh how:
tklulnl:{.o g 43‘4“/&"-/
in the county of 7 sepaz:e]y from
(d) Name of patient. any other medical practitioner, personally mﬁed o /é
g 1 ! T
(#) Residence or oce- A g of *
cupntion (if any).
(f) Nameof patient, M and that the zaid/
’
is a lunatic, and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained under
care and treatment ; and that I have formed this opinion upon the following =
grounds, viz, :—
(4) Here state facts, L. I‘ncts indicating insanity nbserved by r.nyself 4
ﬂ/?f;.o” c,; /"—6’{-‘&""5 Ale "* L/~ ‘(Cl M%ﬁ-—.@a < l'— uﬁf
N i I~y
q./fl_/t.. .";x/,a,}-" al~ Ace & oo "*"Md Aew ttis Le
2. Other facts (if any) indicating mz/nylty communicated to me by
thy Mere state tha ot.hers“ /éa' AL&‘ [Z/(WI /;.'s’ 4 e )‘:’k/ “A';Ld p
g, 838 e Loy lovas, Cirlsit Viloas horen Hefl fu focon
F
_«.:',, :'- "44-1'.(,{/ / c..:‘—,.//f’(
0 -7 | AP Sl i
(Signed) /¢ G 77 7
& gl
Place of nbode/ m""(/z"‘/p/ Lo
Dated tl:isﬁ_}v-( wSeret m P/ '
1
One thousand eight hundred and .474")"'“ ’
I+



LUNACY STATUTE, 1867, o o

Seotion 11, ELEVENTA SCHEDULE.

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE TO ACCOMPANY ORDER FOR
RECEPTION INTO AN ASYLUM, ETC.

I, THE UNDERSIGNED, being a medieal practitioner, hereby certify

(a) Give date. that I, on the® /abvu//@‘—«f”“ day of* W
—

One thousand cight hundred and® | £+ JL'S/’W

(b) Give particulars At ' /L,L.r é(/_hﬂ-‘!#

of place of exami-
nation, strect,

number of house,
ﬂ;‘td ;ny other par-
tieulars. o,

in the county of

(d) Name of patient, any other mgdical practitioner, personally examined ‘_‘//
(¢) Residence or oec- = of ¢

cupation (i any). K L
(f) Name of patient. L;/év/ ‘-’;{L%L-ﬂ—"/ Lﬂ% and that the said *

separately from

L v S

VP s T TP AAL

is a Junatic, and a proper person to be taken charge of and detained under
care and treatment ; and that T have formed this opinion upon the following

grounds, viz. :—

(g) Here state facts. 1. TFacts indicating insanity observed by myself®
=z
e AR A

/Mua

Y D e

9. Other facts (if any) indicating insanity communicated to me by

(h) Tere state ths others’ ffb/ /&, W{W
information, avd 2 -~ i
from whom. - £ ﬁ jf%—’ M 7 ﬁ/

/ﬂ%

(Signed) Z‘__'/ <L,(_/ /é/bw&7zwéé”h~wi/

Place of nhnde(.// el
Dated this &re~rte w/’f'/dn.‘v of

One thousand cight hundred nndj—?/ﬂj/"""’" =




