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T H E Bendigo C a t h e d r a l today. 

It is more than 90 years since the first Bishop of Sand
hurst suggested a Roman Catholic Cathedral for Bendigo. 

B i s h o p C r a n e ' s ambit ion came true i n 1896 w h e n the foun
dation stone of the S a c r e d H e a r t C a t h e d r a l was la id . 

T h e e l e g a n t G o t h i c 
c a t h e d r a l i s s t i l l o e i n g 
b u i l t . 

M e l b o u r n e a r c h i t e c t s 
B a t e s S m a r t a n a M c -
C u t c h e o n a r e s t i l l d i r e c t 
i n g w o r k , o n t h e c a t h e 
d r a l . 

W o r k w h i c h w a s s t a r t 
ed b y t h e p i o n e e r s of 
t h e i r firm, M e s s r s R e e d 
S m a r t a n d T a p p i n , w h o 
c o m p l e t e d t h e o r i g i n a l 
p l a n i n t h e 1890s. 

T h i s y e a r B a t e s S m a r t 
a n d M c C u t c h e o n c e l e 
b r a t e t h e n - 1 2 0 t h a n n i v e r 
s a r y . 

T h e c a t h e d r a l , w h i c h i s 
t h e l o n g e s t c o n t i n u i n g 
p r o j e c t t h e f i r m h a s . i s 
s t i l l w i t h o u t i t s p l a n n e d 
300 f t . t o w e r a n d .spire. 

T h e p r e s e n t B i s h o p of 
S a n d h u r s t . B i s h o p S t e w -
a i t . s a y s w o r k i s s t i l l g o 
i n g o n w i t h t h e t o w e r a n d 
s p i r e . 

" W e a r e g o i n g i n t o t h e 
t y p e of c o n s t r u c t i o n to be 

u s e d , a n d a l s o t h e 
m a t e r i a l s . " h e s a i d . 

" I t i s too h a r d to s a y 
w h e n i t w i l l be c o m p l e t e d 
b u t i t w o n ' t be too l o n g . 

" I t w i l l be a b e a u t i f u l 
b u i l d i n g . I t is not 100 
y e a r s yet s i n c e we s t a r t e d 
t h e building^, a n d w h e n 
you look a t h o w long it 
h a s t a k e n to b u i l d some 
of the f a m o u s E u r o p e a n 
c a t h e d r a l s , we a r e not 
do ing too bad . 

" Y o u c a n ' t b u i l d t h e m 
i n a h u r r y . 

'PROBLEM' 
" M a t e r i a l s , w o r k m e n 

a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e a 
p r o b l e m . 

" W c h a v e l e a s e d a i 
q u a r r y i n G e e l o n g f o r t h e 
g r a n i t e b a s e s t o n e w h i c h ' 
w e u s e . i 

" W e h a v e to t r a i n 
w o r k m e n o n t h e j ob a n d 
t e a c h t h e m b y m e n f r o m 
t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

" W e do h a v e s o m e A u s 
t r a l i a n s w o r k i n g o n t h e 
p a t . l - i p H v a l h i l t t . h p r p a r p 

of t h e c a t h e d r a l w e r e 
a d d e d by B i s h o p R e v i l l e 
i n 1907. 

M r T u r n e r s a i d t h e 
c a t h e d r a l i s m a d e f r o m 
B a r r a b o o l s t o n e f r o m 
n e a r G e e l o n g . 

" T h e w h i t e s p i r e top i s 
M t . G a m b l e r s t o n e . " h e 
s a i d . 

" T l i e a r c h i t e c t s i n 
c h a r g e f r o m 1896 to 1907 
w e r e R e e d S m a r t a n d 
T a p p i n . 

" M r W . B . T a p p i n e n 
t e r e d t h e f i r m i n t h a t 
p e r i o d . 

" I n 1907 w o r k s t o p p e d 
u n t i l 1954, w h e n B a t e s 
S m a r t a n d M c C u t c h e o n 
w e r e r e - e n g a g e d . ' 



F L A S H B A C K to the 
Bendigo C a t h e d r a l 

i n 1944. 
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T H E Bendigo C a t h e d r a l today. 

It Is more than 90 years since the first Bishop of Sand
hurst suggested a Roman Catholic Cathedral for Bendigo. 

B i s h o p C r a n e ' s ambit ion came true i n 1896 w h e n the foun
dat ion stone of the S a c r e d H e a r t C a t h e d r a l was la id . 

T h e e l e g a n t G o t h i c 
c a t h e d r a l i s s t i l l o e i n g 
b u i l t . 

M e l b o u r n e a r c h i t e c t s 
B a t e s S m a r t a n d M c 
C u t c h e o n a r e s t i l l d i r e c t 
i n g w o r k o n t h e c a t h e 
d r a l . 

W o r k w h i c h w a s s t a r t 
e d b y t h e p i o n e e r s of 
t h e i r ' f i r m , M e s s r s R e e d 
S m a r t a n d T a p p i n , w h o 
c o m p l e t e d t h e o r i g i n a l 
p l a n i n t h e 1890s. 

T h i s y e a r B a t e s S m a r t 
a n d M c C u t c h e o n c e l e 
b r a t e t h e n - 1 2 0 t h a n n i v e r 
s a r y . 

T i r e c a t h e d r a l , w h i c h i s 
t h e l o n g e s t c o n t i n u i n g 
p r o j e c t t h e f i m i h a s , i s 
s t i l l w i t h o u t i t s p l a n n e d 
300 f t . t o w e r a n d s p i r e . 

T h e p r e s e n t B i s h o p of 
S a n d h u r s t . B i s h o p S t e w -
a i t . s a y s w o r k i s s t i l l g o 
i n g o n w i t h t h e t o w e r a n d 
s p i r e . 

" W e a r e g o i n g i n t o t h e 
t y p e o f c o n s t r u c t i o n to be 
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H O W work h a s progressed on the Bendigo 
C a t h e d r a l . 

u s e d , a n d a l s o t h e 
m a t e r i a l s . " h e s a i d . 

" I t i s too h a r d to s a y 
w h e n i t w i l l be c o m p l e t e d 
b u t i t w o n ' t be too l o n g . 

" I t w i l l be a b e a u t i f u l 
b u i l d i n g . I t is not 100 
y e a r s yet s i n c e we s t a r t e d 
t h e b u i l d i n g , a n d w h e n 
you look a t how long it 
h a s t a k e n to b u i l d some 
of the f a m o u s E u r o p e a n 
c a t h e d r a l s , we a r e not 
doing too bad . 

" Y o u c a n ' t b u i l d t h e m 
i n a h u r r y . 

'PROBLEM' 
" M a t e r i a l s , w o r k m e n 

a n d c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e a 
p r o b l e m . 

" W c h a v e l e a s e d a i 
q u a r r y i n G e e l o n g f o r t h e ! 
g r a n i t e b a s e s t o n e w h i c h ' 
w e u s e . 1 

" W e h a v e to t r a i n 
w o r k m e n o n t h e j ob a n d 
t e a c h t h e m by m e n f r o m 
t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

" W e do h a v e s o m e A u s 
t r a l i a n s w o r k i n g o n t h e 
c a t h e d r a l , b u t t h e r e a r e 
\ e r y f e w A u s t r a l i a n s c a p 
a b l e o f w o r k i n g t h e 
s t o n e . 

" I f t h e P o p e c o m e s to 
t h e E u c h a r i s t i c C o n g r e s s 
i n M e l b o u r n e w e w i l l i n 
v i t e h i m u p h e r e , b u t 
t h e r e a r e a l o t of ' i f s ' i n 
v o l v e d i n t h a t , " s a i d 
B i s l i o p S t e w a r t . 

T h e a r c h i t e c t i n c h a r g e 
o f t h e p r o j e c t n o w i s M r 
F r a r . l i T u r n e r . 

H e s a i d t i re o r i g i n a l 
c a t h e d r a l p l a n w a s b e i n g 
f o l l o w e d . 

H o w e v e r , i n s o m e p a r t s 
t h e b u i l d e r s h a v e b e e n 
a b l e to use r e i n f o r c e d 
c o n c r e t e a n d s t e e l f r a m e s . 

" T h e y a r e better a n d 
s t r o n g e r t h a n t h e t i m b e r 
t r u s s e s used i n t h e old 
p a r t , " M r T u r n e r s a i d . 

FIRST STAGE 
" T h e f i r s t s t a g e c o m 

p r i s e d t h e n a v e a n d s i d e 
a i s l e s t o t h e c r o s s i n g a t 
t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e t o w 
e r a n d s p i r e . 

" T h i s w a s c o m p l e t e d i n 
1 9 0 1 , " M r T u r n e r s a i d . 

W o r k b e g a n o n t h e 
c a t h e d r a l i n 1897 b y 
B i s h o p C r a n e , to p r o v i d e 
w o r k f o r m e n w h o w e r e 
u n e m p l o y e d a f t e r t h e 
g o l d boom. 

T l i e f i r s t s e c t i o n w a s 
o p e n e d i n 1901 b y C a r d i 
n a l M o r a n . 

T w o s p i r e s a t t h e f r o n t 

o f t l i e c a t h e d r a l w e r e 
a d d e d by B i s h o p R e v i l l e 
i n 1907. 

M r T u r n e r s a i d t h e 
c a t h e d r a l i s m a d e f r o m 
B a r r a b o o l s t o n e f r o m 
n e a r G e e l o n g . 

" T h e w h i t e s p i r e top i s 
M t . G a m b l e r s t o n e , " h e 
s a i d . 

" T h e a r c h i t e c t s i n 
c h a r g e f r o m 1896 t o 1907 
w e r e R e e d S m a r t a n d 
T a p p i n . 

" M r W . B . T a p p i n e n 
t e r e d t h e f i r m i n t h a t 
p e r i o d . 

" I n 1907 w o r k s t o p p e d 
u n t i l 1954, w h e n B a t e s 
S m a r t a n d M c C u t c h e o n 
w e r e r e - e n g a g e d . " 


