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26th f^arch, 1963. 

Dear l i r , '^arry, 
I n r e - j l y to your l e t t e r o i the 20th March request-

in,^ infoma.tion on the e a r l y yea,rG of State School No. 1189, I 
have pleasure i n forwarding the enclosed L i s t of Events together 
v.'ith th'-' vollo\.!ing explanatory remarks. I t r u s t t h a t t h e y ' w i l l 
be of use i n rour radio s e s s i o n . 

Golden S q u a r e No. 1139 was entered on the R o l l of 
St::,te Schools on 2'̂ 'th cfanuary, 1873 and was the successor to 
''V-^sleyan Cornraon Sciiool No. 279. Hov/ever, although No. 1189 v/as 
nom.ins.lly i n e x i s t e n c e , the s t a f f and acco'-fimoda.tion continued to 
be t h a t of_the for-aer I;o. 279 f o r about anoth^ T two y e a r s . 
Therefore i conclude t;\at the o r i g i n s of 5-our school must bo 
sought i n the o r i g i n s of the Golden Square Wesleyan School. 
T h i s was one of the day-schools a s s i s t e d by the Denomina-tional 
School .Board. U n f c r t u J i a t e l y , the 'orecise d a t o f Ics estct.blish" 
••lent i s u n c e r t a i n as the e a r l i e s t Wesleyan schools on the Benihigo 
goldfie.ld were recorded siraplj'- as '"Bendigo" c:-'- '-'Sandhurst". For 
that reason the L i s t ccmnences from the f i r j t r ecord v/hich bears 
the name "Golden Square". 

Another d i f f i c u l t y i n tr^.eing these e a r l y gold-
f i e l d s sc'iools i s du" to the temporary nature' of t h e i r " premises 
and the m o b i l i t y ox the mining pbpulti-tion- thc.y s r/od. I car. 
quote from tĥ --' i-eport of Inspec t o r John J , T.':O-.::.G v;.ho v i s i t e d t 
school i n mid-1854: 

''The esteemed Pastor of the V/esleyan Church at 
Sandhurst i s i n d e f a t i g a b l e e i t h e r hj himscl'':" or h i s a c c r e d i t e d 
agents i n f o l l o w i n g the nomadic movement, p i t c h i n g h i s or t h e i r 
f r i l l tenement and g e t t i n g up schools and appointing c r e d i t a b l e 
masters.'' 

- • i l l the documents r e f e r r e d to c-n be n.ade a v a i l a b l e 
f o r your p - ^ r u s - J should you d e s i r e to use them. 

Yours sine o r e l y , 

J . A. FEELY ( s i g n e d ) 
Chi e I L i b r a r i a n . 

Mr. J . IV. ^'arr: •, 
Gold~n Scuare ''('ri~J.nin-̂ -„ School, 
No. 1189; 
GOLDEiy SQu".:ĉ . VICTOR n. 
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GOLDEN SQUARE STATE SCHOOL MO. l?-89. 

LIST OF EVENTS. 

31st MY, 1834. Inspector Thomas reported t l i a t a t Sandhurst 
Golden Square Wesleyan School t h e r e w t i s a nom

i n a l enrolment of 101; an e f f e c t i v e enrolment of 
80 and an average attendance of 40. 

1st J u l y , 1834. S a t i s t i c s gave enrolment as 43 boys and 51 
g i r l s v/ith average attendances of 27 and 33. 

Teachers were W i l l i a m and Jane McClure. 
1st A p r i l , 1835. W i l l i a m and Kfetilda Kenny took charge of the 

school. 
1st January, 1857. Andrew and Sarah I n g l i s took charge. 
18th February, 1857. Rev. Joseph Dare forwarded to the Board the 

plans of the newly-erected school w i t h a l i s t of 
l o c a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r .x.356 i n order to claim 
Government Aid of £,150. The b u i l d i n g was wooden 
w i t h an i r o n roof and was s i t u a t e d , together w i t h 
a detached t e a c h e r s ' residence, on the V/esleyan 
Chapel Reserve, corner L a u r e l S;treet, and the Main 
Sandhurst - Melbourne road. 

took 1st January, I860. Mr, F. H, Richards and h i s w i f e Caroline 
charge. They were a s s i s t e d 'by L l i z a b e c h Grace. 

Ser)tem.ber, 1862. The Denominational Sohcol Board wa,s abolished 
and the school became Com̂ -non School No. 279 i n 
the Common School System of the Board of r i u c a t i n n . 
Throughout the ten y e a r s o" t ^ - ' i ^ Board's adminis
t r a t i o n , Mr. and h r s . R i c h a r d r saw t h e i r school 
i n c r e a s e from an everage attend-'.nce of 30 i n 1862 
to more than 200 i n 1872, One of those cippointed 
to the s t a f f i n t h i s period wi^s a p u p i l teacher, 
Henry B. Richards, i n 1664. 

8th J anuary, 1873. The Sts.te Schools Act having come int o oper— 
a t i o n . Rev. J . Harcourt o f f e r e d to l e a s e the school 
b u i l d i n g to the Education Department f o r £52. per 
ci,nnum p r o v i d i n g that i t 'yas aviij.lc'.bl^ f o r church 
Durposes outside school hours. 

30th May, 1873. Gazette n o t i c e r e s e r v i n g a n^w s i t e f o r a 
State School i n L a u r e l S t r e e t . 

7th June, 1873. Robert ' / i l k i n s o n was awarded the con t r a c t , 
C£250.10s.) f o r b u i l d i n g a school on the nev s i t e . 

5th ylugust, 1873. School attendance (two seobieee; v;as 500. 
30th S-^iptember, 1873. Residents p e t i t i o n e d hhe Dopfitment to 

provide adequate accommodation. 
26th Novemb'":r, 1873. John Cô /p-̂ r r--c..s awarded the contract 

(£3472.10s,) f o r the e r e c t i o n of a b r i c k soheoi, 
171h August, 1874. North wing of the new ba''']cing Wc.c used f o r 

school purposes. 
I'^th Decemb-^r, 1874. F.E. Richards died ,aft or a short i l l n e s s . 

xiis successor was ^. P&\\x$nsr. 

•oOc 


