
"WEteOME BACK*' 
The Methodist Church in Bendigo had its beginning in 1852 

when the often recalled Jimmy Jeffrey preached from a tree stump 
at Golden Square. It was a great moment of beginning for out 
of that incident grew the Golden Square Methodist Church with its 
colorful history of service for God and mankind. 

We have often repeated the history of the life and progress 
of the work of God in Golden Square; the first Church in 1852 a 
renovated store followed in 1859 by a permanent structure on the 
site of the present Sunday School, the land being purchased for 
£30. Old Minute books available carry the record of the decision 
made to enlarge the Schoolroom, later records tell how the day 
school used the building and a residence for the Schoolmaster was 
erected on the same site. 

Soon these buildings proved too small to contain the crowds 
of eager worshippers and in 1870 Mr. Richard Allingham laid the 
foundation stone of the present noble structure in which we 
worship. 

What rich memories and traditions are here; the days when 
the goldfield at Golden Square was booming, when the Sunday 
School had an enrolment of 5-700 young people and adults, when 
the Church was crowded to the doors by enthusiastic worshippers. 

Great names and occasions spring to mind, William Blamires, A. R. 
Edgar, Henry Worrall, William Shaw; the local history of Methodism 
is richer and more colourful than the precious metal for which men 
toiled. 

Now we who try to continue on in these rich traditions say 
"Welcome Back to this grand old Church". Trustees, Church 
Officers, people and Minister all join in saying "Welcome Home". 

We give thanks to Almighty God who has brought us to this 
present time and place and humbly pray that He may guide and 
prosper the work continued on in His name in the days to come. 

(goltitn Square jHetfjobigt Cljurtf) 
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Back to Golden Square 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22nd, 1964 

11a.m.—Rev. W. Bampton, L.Th. 

5p.m.—Men's Tea, Speaker : Rev. W. Bampton, L.Th. 

7p.m.—Rev. W. Bampton, L.Th. 

8.15p.m.—"Welcome Back" Social Hour 



S e r v i c e s today:- November 2 2 n d o , 1 9 6 ^ 

GOLDEN SQUARE 11am, Rev.WoBampton,L,Th. 

5pm. M e n s ' ( C i r c u i t ) B a s k e t 
Tea. 

7pm. RevoV/.Bampton,L.Th<, 

8 . 1 5 p m . 'Vfelcome Back' 
S o c i a l Hour, I n f o r m a l c h at and 

cuppa. P l a t e p l e a s e . 

DAI_o?- PRAYER f o r W E ^ M S i^ISSION 

SPECIMEN H I L L V ) : r : i . Mr.Dredge. 

7pm Golden Square 

KANGAROO _FLAT_ 11am, Rev,E/!3.Gamble 

7pra. Golden Sqv.are 

IJOCKWOOD Golden Square 

0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0/0 
S e r v i c e s n e x t Sunday 
GOLDEN SQUARE DAY of PRAYER FOR OVERSEAS 
Mi s £ i on 11am, Rev,E.B,Gamble 

7pm, Mr,A,V;,Milec 
Specimen K i l l 11am. Mr,F,Kinsman 

7pm, M r , T , L i t t l e 
Kangaroo F l a t 11am. Mrs, Curnow 

5pm, Mens' Tea 
7pmo RevoEoBoGamble 

Lockwood Sunday S c h o o l A n n i v e r a a r y 2.30pm 
Rev.EoB.Gamble 



On b e h a l f ot the Church, welcome t o a l l 
who j o i n w i t h u!;- w i t h w o r s h i p d u r i n g t h i s 

e x c i t i n g and e v e n t f u l weekend. Our espec­
i a l v/elcome and t h a n k s to Rev.Walter and 
Mrs. Bampton who have b r c k e n i n t o t h e i r 
v e r y f u l l i t i n e r a r y t o l e a d our w o r s h i p 
and meet oJ.d f r i e n d s . 

Vfe say c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t h e 'Back Tj^ 
committee v;ho hove done such a splv;ndid job 

of o r g a n i s a t i o n and have enabled us t o share 
i n the c e l e b r a t i o n s . As M e t h o d i s t s we f e e l 
we have a t r a d i t i o n t o u j h o l d as we remem­
b e r those e a r l y C h r i s t i a i - ' S who came t o t h i s 
community a i U S t a r t e d s e r v i c e s off" w o r s h i p 
under e x t r e r e l y i i l f i ' ^ a l t c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
The f o u n d a t i o n t h e y l a i d was sound and v/e 
of t h i s g e n e r a t i o n e n t e r i n t o a r i c h h e r i ­
t a g e . Of th3m we might s c y , "Being dead 
t h e y y e t srieaic t o us of the mighty works 

of God", 
Each preac.iJiig p l a c e he s i t s oi//n morning 

s e r v i c e today tneri "^his evening a l l come t o 
Golden Square f o r a combD'ned r a l l y . Of 

c o u r s e Specimen H i l l c o n g r e g a t i o n i s i n c l u d ­
ed i n the 'BacL l o ' c e l : b r a t i o n s b e i ng V7ith-
i i i the a r e a of Golden Square, 

A l l men i n t h e C i r c u i t a r e i n v i t e d t o 
s h a r e i n the Meas' Tea s t 5pra, 

We do hope a l l Envelope u s e r s w i l l a s s i s t 
t h e committee b:" t a k i n g t h e i r new s e t of 
o f f e r i n g e n v e l o p e r . Anj persons not 
p r e v i o u s l y pledged or u f i n g envelopes now 
w i s h i n g t o do so.j^ w i l l be a s s i s t e d upon 
encjary t o Mr J a c k Swatton, Mr, F r a n k Perrow 
or the Stev/ards. 

I n h i s book "A C e n t u r y of V i c t o r i a n 
Methodism", R e v . D r . S i r I r v i n g Benson quotes 

from an o l d copy of the " S p e c t a t o r " t h e 
" C o n f e s s i o n j f a D i g g e r " . 

" A l l t h e r e l i g i o n I ' v e got about me a i n ' t 
w o r t h much, but I mind the time I came 
mighty n i g h t o j o i n i n ' t h e M e t h o d i s t s . You 
may l a u g h , boys, as much as you l i k e , but 
i t ' s a f a c t , I t e l l you, and i t wasn't a 
parson as got h o l d o f me n e i t h e r . I t was 
t h a t d i g g e r chap as used t o p r e a c h a t Old 
Bendigo s t a n d i n ' on a tree-st-omp b e f o r e e'e: 
a p a r s o n came up t o t h e s e d i g g i n g s , Jimmy 
J e f f r e y t h e y c a l l e d 'im. I was s t r o l l i n ' 
along one Sunday morning and I sav/ a crov/d 
of chaps s t a n d i n ' round somioone as v/as 
a t a l k i n ' . He was t e l l i n ' them the s t o r y 
about the P r o d i g a l S o n , and t e l l i n ' i t 
proper, t o o . He'd got 'im i n t o the f a r 
c o u n t r y when I came up, and he f a i r made 
you see t h e young f e l l e r s p r e e i n ' round, 
and f e e d i n ' o f the hogs v/hen ' i s money was 
a l l gone, 'That's me,' s a y s I t o m y s e l f , 
and t h e r e was more nor me a s a y i n ' of i t 
I c o u l d s e e . They stood t h e r e w i t h the 
t e a r s a - r o l l i n ' dovm t h e i r cheeks and t h e y 
a - r o l l i n down h i s ' n , t o o . Then 'e s t a r t s the 
l a d 'ome a g a i n , and when 'e came t o t h e 
f a t h e r s e e i n ' 'im a long way o f f , 'e s t o p s 
a b i t , and then 'e s a y s , ' I 'aven't got no 
f a t h e r m.yself,' 'e s a y s , ' 'S's dead and 
gone y e a r s ago, b u t , ' s a y s 'e, 'my o l d 
mother's a l i v e y e t , God b l e s s ' e r . And I 
know r i g h t w e l l , i f I was comin' along the 
road 'ome a g a i n , and she 'appened t o be 
s t a n d i n ' a t the f r o n t door, o r , maybe, 

'augin' out the v/ashin', she'd see me a long 
way o f f , she v/ould. She'd c r y out, "Why 
t h e r e ' s my Jimmy," and she'd r u n t o meet 
me sure enough.' I don't knov; v;hat i t was 
as made m.e, and a l o t more of the chaps, 
t o o , b u r s t i n t o a c a c k l e a t t h a t - i t wasn't 
t o s a y a l a u g h , o r , i f i t was, i t had a 
c r y i n i t . I goes back t o our c l a i m a f t e r 
Jimmy had done, and f e l t as m i s e r a b l e as 
a b a n d i c o o t . " 



NOTICES 
MONDAY 
?pm. T r u s t e e Meeting Kangaroo F l a t 
8pm. L e a d e r s ' Meeting Kangaroo F l a t , 

^JESDAY 
7.̂ Ĉ m.. Golden Square Teachers'- Meeting. 
7r30pm. Specimei^ H i l l L a d i e s ' League f i n a l 

m eeting, speaLor Mr. Ashmore of t h e 
O r a l S c h o o l , 

]fEONES DAY. 
7"o30pm,Golden Square Study - F e l l o w s h i p 

a t t h e Parsionage. 
_8pm Kangaroo F l a t F e l l o v ; s h i p meeting a t 

Mr.S . M.ole's, Church S t r e e t , 

T : I U R S D A Y 7.30PIU 
C i r c v . l t F i n a n c e Committee meeting a t 
Golden Square. 

Would Envelope u s e r s p l e a s e note t h a t new 
s o t s of envelopes a r e a v a i l a b l e from the 
Stev;ards a t .the Church Door. P l e a s e . 
c o l l e c t y o u r s today, 
BOOK OF REME^iBR/il^CE. 
Names of a l l men and women who s e r v e d i n ""̂  
t i i e Coconi .vorld War and i n the Korean ,.: 
Campaign are r e q u i r e d f o r the Book of 
Remembrance. Hemes and d e t a i l s t o be handed 
t o Mr,J.Swat ton, I 
CHURCH THANKPGIVINU TEA & CHRISTMAS SOCIAL,' 
F r i d a y D E G E I B E R ^ t h . , 6.30pm. Your i n v i t a t | 
i o n i s e n c l o s e d . You w i l l be welcome. ! 
P l e a s e l e t Mr. Swattor knovf numbers a t t e n d ­
i n g t h e Tea. 


