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CENTENARY OF 
GOLDEN SQUARE METHODIST CHURCH 

1852 — 1952 

T h e C h u r c h T r u s t e e s , i n t h e i r des i re to f i t t ing l y ce l ebra te 
one h u n d r e d y e a r s of Me thod i sm a t Go lden S i i u a r e , has p r e p a r e d the 
f o l l ow ing h i s t o r i c a l r e co rd , a n d memento of the occas ion , f o r the 
i n f o r m a t i o n o f members a n d f r i e n d s . 

I t w i l l a lso be a p e r m a n e n t t r i b u t e o f t h a n k s to A l m i g h t y 
God fo r the b less ings t h a t have been showered upon us d u r i n g the 
pas t c e n t u r y , as ev idenced by the impos ing p r ope r t y w h i c h has been 
handed on f o r us to p rese rve a n d m a i n t a i n f o r those who w i l l fo l low. 

I t w o u l d be qui te imposs ib le , i n the space set a p a r t , to c om
pi le a comple te r e co rd o f the events connec ted w i t h our beloved. 
C h u r c h i n i t s 100 y e a r s o f h i s t o r y — for our purpose i t w i l l suffice 
to t ouch on some o f the most ou t s t and ing i n our c h u r c h l i f e . A s a 
f ioldf ield, Bend i go dates f i o m October , 1851 w h e n gold w a s f i rs t d is 
covered a t Go lden S q u a r e — a n d the f i r s t p lace a t w h i c h the gospel 
w a s p r eached i n Bend i go w a s a lso a t Go lden S q u a r e for , i n M a r c h , 
1852 , a t t r a c t e d by the n e w s o f go ld i n Bend igo , a n u m b e r o f m e n 
came to the d i s t r i c t f r o m S o u t h A u s t r a l i a , one o f w h o m w a s J a m e s 
J e f f r e y , a l oca l p r e a c h e r who w a s l a t e r to be w i d e l y k n o w n as 
" J i m m y " J e f f r e y . 

Go lden S q u a r e w a s then p a r t o f the g r een bush a n d , con-
sc ( iuen t l y he mounted a s tump as h i s pu lp i t . A t en t w a s used f o r 
some t ime subsequen t l y a wooden b u i l d i n g t h a t had been used as a 
s tore w a s p u r c has e d and w h e n r emoved , r enova t ed and c l eaned , 
made r a t h e r a fine bu i l d ing f o r those e a r l y days i n w h i c h to c onduc t 
D i v i n e S e r v i c e . T h i s first c h u r c h w a s e rec ted a t the end o f the 
y e a r 1852 on the g r o u n d of the p r esen t S u n d a y Schoo l bu i ld ings . 

T h e first m i n i s t e r who came to t h i s d i s t r i c t w a s the K e v . 
Mi: S y m o n s . He w a s s ta t i oned a t F o r e s t C r e e k , C a s t l e m a i n e , a n d 
p a i d a v i s i t o f i nspec t i on abou t the end o f the y e a r 1852 but , o w i n g 
to i l l ness , w a s unab le to do a n y p a s t o r a l w o r k on t h a t occas ion . H e 
r e t u r n e d i n M a y 1853 , a c compan i ed by the Rev . Mr . C h a p m a n . H e 
then spent a S a b b a t h w e l l filled w i t h m i n i s t e r i a l l abour . S t a r t i n g 
f r o m the h u t n e a r C a m p R e s e r v e , C a s t l e m a i n e w h e r e he passed the 
n ight , he rode to K a n g a r o o F l a t , thence to E a g l e h a w k , L o n g G u l l y 
a n d Go lden S q u a r e , w h e r e he he ld open-a i r s e r v i c es . I n A u g u s t o f 
the same y e a r , the Rev . T h o m a s R a s t o n came to t a k e charge a n d , 
a t the c lose of 1853 , w a s able to r e p o r t t h a t the r e w e i e five p laces 
o f wo r sh ip i n use i n Go lden S q u a r e a n d d i s t r i c t . 

T h e Rev . Mr . C u r r y , w h o w a s a lso a m i n i s t e r i n the same 
y e a r , i n t r o d u c e d to Me thod i sm t h a t g r e a t i n s t i t u t i o n — " t h e t e a 
m e e t i n g " — the first l i e ing he ld a t Go lden S q u a r e i n J u n e , 1 8 5 3 . 
T h e Rev . J o s e p h D a r e a r r i v e d i n 1857 and the g r e a t event , d u r i n g 
h i s s t ay w a s undoubted l y the bu i l d ing o f the n e w c h u r c h for , i n 
i n 1859 , he and the othei- c h u r c h l e ade i s , p u r c h a s e d a n a l l o tmen t 
o f l and f o r ±'30, as a s i te f o r a now stone c h u r c h , the f o u n d a t i o n 
stone o f w h i c h w a s l a i d by the R e v . D a n i e l J . D r a p e r i n A p r i l , 1859, 

a n d the c h u r c h w a s opened f o r D i v i n e s e r v i c e s on D e c e m b e r 11 th , 
by the Rev . Mr . D r a p e r . T h i s c h u r c h , w h i c h w a s a t the t ime a n d 
f o r m a n y y e a i s a f t e r , the c a t h e d r a l o f Me thod i sm, d id du t y f o r 
y e a r s u n t i l more r oom w a s r e q u i r e d . 

T h e f ounda t i on stone o f the n e w la rge c h u r c h w a s l a i d on 
J a n u a r y 5 th , 1870 by Mr . R i c h a r d A l l i n g h a m . T h i s p a r t o f the 
c h u r c h w a s opened on S u n d a y , M a y 11th, 1870 , the p r e a c h e r be ing 
the R e v . J o s e p h D a r e . T h e c h u r c h w a s comple ted i n 1873 . 

T h e first m i n i s t e r to be s ta t i oned a t Go lden S q u a r e w a s 
the Rev . R i c h a r d H a r t , a n d f r o m then , o n w a r d s to the p r e s en t day , 
a success ion o f f a i t h f u l ambassado r s f o r C h r i s t have occup ied the 
pu lp i t . 

T h e D i a m o n d J u b i l e e o f our C h u r c h w a s c e l eb ra t ed on 2 8 t h 
A p r i l , 1912, w h e n the Rev . W i l l i a m S h a w who w a s our r e s i d en t 
m i n i s t e r a t the J u b i l e e c e l eb ra t i ons i n 1902 , conduc ted the th r ee 
se rv i ces . . I t is w o r t h y o f note t h a t the R e v . W i l l i a m S h a w w a s 
i n S o u t h A u s t r a l i a a t the t ime and , some 60 y e a r s be fo re , " J i m m y " 
J e f f r e y a lso o f S o u t h A u s t r a l i a w a s our first p r e a c h e r . 

T h e n e x t and a l l i m j i o r t a n t e v e n t i n the h i s t o r y o f our 
C h u r c h is i t s c e n t e n a r y to be c e l eb ra t ed t h i s y e a r and , a t the v e r y 
outset we des i re to e xp r e s s g r a t e f u l t h a n k s to A l m i g h t y G o d f o r 
b r i n g i n g us there to . 

T o c ommemora t e the b eg inn ing o f the s p i r i t u a l l i f e i n 
Go lden S q u a r e and the D i s t r i c t o f Bend i go , th ree spec i a l s e r v i c e s 
w i l l be he ld on S u n d a y , 3 0 t h M a r c h , 1952 a n d , i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r 
th is ou t s t and ing event , s t r u c t u r a l a l t e r a t i o n s have been c a r r i e d out 
i n the c h u r c h . T h e pipe o rgan , w h i c h has been i n use f o r ove r 
e i gh ty y e a r s , has been r e b u i l t a n d b rough t up to date a t cons ide rab l e 
cost and is now one o f the best i n s t r u m e n t s i n the Bend i g o d i s t r i c t . 
A L o c a l P r e a c h e r s ' F e l l o w s h i p Mee t i ng w i l l a lso be he ld . T h e s e 
s e r v i c e s w i l l be proceeded by a b a n q u e t a n d pub l i c m e e t i n g on 
S a t u r d a y , 2 9 t h M a r c h , 1952 . 

T h e n , i n A u g u s t , 1952 , a se r i e s o f soc ia l e v en t s w i l l be 
a r r a n g e d , i n c l u d i n g a r e n e w a l o f the w e l l k n o w n " A u g u s t o n i a n 
F a i r " and a " B a c k to Go lden S q u a r e Method i s t C h u r c h " w h e r e b y 
a n o p p o i t u n i t y w i l l be g i v en to a l l those d e s i r i n g to r e t u r n a n d 
en t e r in to the f e s t i v i t i e s w h i c h w i l l m a r k s u c h a h i s t o r i c event . 

I n conc lus i on we w o u l d v e r y m u c h l i k e to m e n t i o n h e r e i n 
the n a m e s o f a l l those who have s e r v ed a n d a r e a t p r e s e n t s e r v i n g 
our C h u r c h i n s p i r i t u a l , financial a n d soc ia l spheres — a n d w h a t a 
l o y a l a n d f a i t h f u l n u m b e r o f m e n a n d w o m e n — but , a g a i n , space 
w i l l no t p e r m i t and , f u r t h e r m o r e , i n so do ing i t is qu i te possible to 
over look some n a m e s and the r eby a n i n j u s t i c e w o u l d be done ; t h e r e 
f o r e , we now pay our s ince r e t r i b u t e T O O N E A N D A L L . 

" O u r F a t h e r , by whose s e r v a n t s 
O u r house w a s b u i l t o f o ld , 
Whose h a n d h a t h c r o w n e d he r c h i l d r e n 
W i t h b less ings m a n i f o l d 
F o r th ine u n f a i l i n g m e r c i e s 
F a r s t r e w n a l o n g ou r w a y 
W i t h a l l w h o passed be fore u s . 

W E P R A I S E T H Y N A M E T O D A Y 
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P R O G R A M M E 

1 . NATIONAL ANTHEM. 
2. Welcome "by the Cha i rman -

Rev . WALTER BAf.lPTON, L . Th . , 
and A p o l o g i e s . 

3. M u s i c a l I t em -
P i a n o f o r t e So l o - M i s s E s t h e r Ho lden . 

U. H i s Worsh ip the Mayor o f Bendigo 
( o r . G. A. PETHARD) 

5. The Hon. P . J . C l a r e y , M.H.R. 

6. G r . L . W. G a l v i n , M.L .A . 
7. M u s i c a l I t em -

S o l o - M i s s F a i t h Mur ray . 
8. Mr. J . E . P o p p i n s , V i c t o r i a n 

P r e s i d e n t - L o c a l P r e a c h e r s . 

9 . Rev . M. A. Thomson, P r e s i d e n t , 
M i n i s t e r s ' F r a t e r n a l . 

10 . Rev . R, J . P h i l p , Cha i rman o f 
D i s t r i c t . 

1 1 . M u s i c a l I t e m -
So lo - M i s s Wi lma Warne. 

12. QUEST SPEAIOIR -
REV. PROP. G. CALVERT BARBER, 

M.A. , B . D . , PH.D. 
P r e s i d e n t G e n e r a l - Me thod i s t 

Church o f A u s t r a l a s i a . 

13. Vote o f Thanks to S p e a k e r s 
and A r t i s t e s . 

Ik- Doxo logy . 

B E N E D I C T I O N . 


