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THE eight finalists in the
Mr. and Mrs. Boucher Me-
morial race at the Bendigo
East Swimming Carnival
on Saturday nighf, Front
row: Barry Baines, Roger
Baines and Dianne Fran-
cls. Back row: Wendy |
G oson, Rouert  Hassetl,
Joan Cleaver, Tony
Baines and Suzetlie Trwin,
The final was won by Has-
sett, (Story on Page 7).
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BENDIGO IS NOT
“IN THE SWIM”

By a STAFF

REPORTER

“Dry swimming”’ could become an entirely new and
strictly exclusive sport for citizens of the Golden City.

There are more ‘“dry-
swimming-pools” per head
of population in Bendigo,
than anywhere else in the
world

Only two swimming
poals are filled with water
yef mnother nine are
gither not In use, not yet
In use or closed down by
counaiis,

A lst aof

Is — most
one-dry shows why
Bendigenians Lhis year
are Jus‘: pot “in the swim

the available
of them

Bendigo 15 by far the
most upfortunate city of
its size in Australin —
withi the greatest number
of waterless so-called
“swimming pools" — and
the smallest number of
pools in operation.

And while everywhere
else, even the poorest cit
councils try to establis
a sufficient number of
swimming Is for their
citizens, ndigo City
Council & putling the
brakes on whenever it can.

And it finds plenty of
opportunity  to #pply the
brakes,

Desolate

e-third

But while the Olympic
Swimming Pool the
only one for which the
city council has accepted
Hability — Is overcrowded
like a sardine-tin on warm
summer days, the other
“swimming pools”™ remain
waterless in tbhe heat of

Bendigo.
They look more like de-
gerted cattle vyards or

padly levelled-off rubbish
tips than aunything fit for
a human being.

A Pathetic Sight

Long Gully's weed-stud-
ed ex-swimming-pool
vides a pathetic sight, The
diving board extends owver
countless hricks, which
form the bottomi and the
side-walls of the wateriess
pIL,

Greenery is abundunt
— where there should be
water; emptiness is yawn-
ing — where there should
be scores of healthy goung
people enjoying hem-~
selves.

And yet, all it would
need to bring it back fo
life is a little bit of atten~
tion and a small sum of
maoney.

It would take half-a-
dozen men abhoui one
working day to clean the
pit of weeds, wash the
sidewalls and the botlom

and to have everything
ready for ,the water to
flow in,

Depot or Pool?

What can pe done, is
clearly shown by the ap-
snce of the Cily

ouneil Deg:ﬂ at  Adam
Steet, which serves only
gepot and not as a
relaxation. Bul

awrs o Bondigo
und there

Siaiorate  equh mnat‘.
0T e L —
like the one uged in_the

Olymipic

wamminlﬁ‘ Pool

— a small unit, e the
used for priveate
B

tenance accoug:)

ts HP. -

and 1
had — for the first um:
— received £75 towards

payment for a keeper,

He said: "“The Cit
Council has done a bi
of sewer work, but it is
incompiete and actually
has been laid where it
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Kangaroo Flat ..
West Bendigo

Llong Guily ..
California Gully
Hilda, Kennington ..
East Bendigo .. ..
Eaglehawk .. ..

Golden Square
White Hills ..
Quarry Hill .

Olympic Pool ..

year it sent us a bill for
excess water of £45."

“As our pool contains
only 50,000 allons of
water, that would mean we
would have changed the
water 69 times during the
season, Tiis, of course, is
absolutely ridiculous —
we don't change the
water every day, as we
also use chiorinstion.”

(For comparison: Golden
Square swimming l})ool
conlains 1,750,000 gulions
of water, 35 tmes as much
— but they wers served
with an excess water bill
of only £65 for last season)
He said the City Couneil
had finally agreed to pay
the bill,

Filtration to Come

Long Gully — Lhe oldest
pool in the district
constructed about 70 years
ago — will soon have fil-
tration plant.

The rather unique unlt

will be constructed of
gallon drums, a small
pump and some piping,
The spokesman said, the
principle was stch em=
ﬁﬁg’ by farmers who
ad small swimming pools
and who wanted cheap fil-
tration, He said it would
gost the club about £150
%o have this new
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100 families, who will
{.ry to keep the pool go-

ng.

But the difference be«
tween a costly “king-size”
unit and a bnckyard-tg"pe
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be blamed for this eye-
sore, One look into the
brick-pit- assures one that,
as every brick has been
laid by voluntary r,
these local parents’ have
surely done what could be
expected from them, and
maybe a lot more.

A couple of lost children
were standing on the
churned-up soil which now
forms the botiom of the
dry swimming pool.

A trench across marks
the beginning of a nNEw
works-program to modern-
ise the pool—but work has
ceased and apart from &
few drops of rainwater
there does mnot seem (o
be any prospect of this
" being available for
swimming this summer. Or
during any season there-
after.

The children told us it
was a nice place to let a
kite go up, or to play hida
and seek . , bul swim=
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e SEE PAGE 10.

o alt SKY POLICE
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- AFRICANS

SALISHURY Wadnen-

Rhoxiastys

Baniad pAionali:
police shot

five Afrieans during
%:bmm I the Rho-
n B of Bultwayo

o November 23,
A Rbedosiag Governmeont
that dny
itary had
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But in 2 stajemant
from Ita office iy Lasuka
today, the Zimbabwe Al
rican Peoples Union  swid
poiice killed four Africans
xt Bplawayo's Mpopoma
toownanin and anothest was
desd Bts Dos stop at
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