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IT WAS LON 

WAY TO 


EAGLEHAWK 

This is the first of 5e'Veral articles writ ten especia!ly for "The Bendigo 

AdvertiserU by Mr H. J. Biggs, author of t h e Eaglehaw!{ Centenary Book. 

On October 17, 1857, a small group of pioneers, Jane 
Biss and her son, Charles (10 yea rs ), and Mrs. Harris and 
her three sons, George (11 years) I Oliver (10 years) , and 
James (8 years) - embarked from Bristol, England, i ~ the 
small sailing ship "Chesterholm." 

. 'In addition, circumstances 
forced .them to travel third 
class and the combined 
fare of the whole gronp
for the journey was 
£67/10/ . 

For this princely sum. 

.E .FAIR 


The voyage was to carry
them over countless miles 
of sea and culminate in all 
ardous journey to the new­
Iy discovered mining fields 
of Eagiehawk. 

Tl1e little ship was regis­
tered at only 738 tons sc 
the voyage could not hav,.
been a very pleasant onp.. 

the master of the ship were continued just the 
:ontracted to supply this sa~;~vision was also made 
,veekly food allowance ;- on the contract ticket for 

Biscuits, 3 lb.; beef, l Ib .; premature departure be-
Jreserved meats and soups ~ause a master would sail 
it ,., ' ) mmen1fLtely the Wllld were 
, J lb.; flour, 1.'" lb.; oat- favorable, whether all were 

meal, 1 lb.; nce, % lb. ; Il...,ua , u 0 )" llot. 
preserved potatoe~, '/~ lb.; 
pickles or vinegar, 1 gill ; 
fish (salt) I /. lb' raisins 

. "", .. , . ' 
2 ~z" tea, ~ oz. , . coffee, 1 
oz" su.gar. ~ lb., treacle.'h lb.; mustard. 'h oz. ; salt. 
2 oz.; peas, 'li pint ; water 
21 quarts. ' 

This ration was a lLow­
ed for each adult a.l ­
though Mrs Harris' sons 

were only rated in tob l 
as one-and-a-half adults. 

They must have known 
considerable hunger as the 
'3alt air sharpened their 
appetites. 

Some allowance was 
made ' If a delay was caus­
ed by an unfavorable 
wind as in this case no 
further subsistence money 
was payable and rations 

. 
These ~rduous con~Itlons 

must hu\ e seemed r ather
a ttractive If compared
with those obtaining on era. 

I " t t · t· ear y C~11\ IC .1 anspor.?, v~St 
but It "ould . stIll requlle 1\11.1 
conslde~ab!e spmt on the bee 
oqrt of Mrs Harns and 
Mrs Biss to bring their !ati 
lit tle families into such a ~ 
grea t unknown land. C 

Sor.ile of these early a~ 
pioneers actually walk­
ed to Eaglehawk from rn 
Willia·mstowll and were 
plagued by bushrangers
for most of the journey. d: 
The ticket t his lit tle tl 

group used on the journey If 
has been preserved and is \1 
on display at the Mecha ­
nics I nstitute, Eaglehawk, a 
during the Centenary week e 
beginning today. 1 
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