
THE DEFENCE SITE FORTUNA 

(FORTUNA) IS A 7.S HA 

(APPROX) PROPERTY LOCATED 

ON THE NORTHERN SIDE OF 

CHUM STREET AT GOLDEN 

SQ1)ARE. BENDIGO. THE 

PRIMARY BUILDING ON THE 

SITE IS THE FORTUNA VIllA. 

THERE ARE ALSO A NUMBER 

OF OTHER BUILDINGS AND 

STRUCTURES. INCLUDING TWO 

ACCOMMODATION BUILDINGS. 

A FORMER MESS BUILDING. 

STORAGE BUILDINGS. AND A 

PARADE GROUND. 

THIS BROCHURE PROVIDES A 

GENERAL OVERVIEW OF THE 

SlTE. INCLUDING A BRIEF 

SUMMARY OF ITS HISTORY 

AND HERITAGE VALUES. 

CURRENT STATUS 
The property is owned by the Department 
of Defence and was most recently occupied 
by the Defence Imagery and Geospatial 

Organisation IDIGO). DIGO moved from 
Fortuna to its new facility at Junortoun in 

Bendigo at the end of October 2008. 

Having identified the property as surplus 
to requirements, Defence is currently 

undertaking a series of investigations of 
the heritage values and the environment 

of Fortuna Villa and grounds to determine 
the characteristics of the property. The 
information from the investigations will help 

to develop the timing and process for the 
disposal of the property. 

SITE H1STORY 
Fortuna was once central to the deep alluvial 

gold mining operations of Bendigo. 


Theodore Ballerstedt and his father, 

Christopher, arrived in Sandhurst IBendigo) 
in 1853 from the goldfields of California and 
purchased the site from the Crown in 1857. 



WHAT'S HAPPENI NG AT FORTUNA? 
Defence is consulting Heritage Victoria about ongoing heritage management and 
protection measures that should be put in place for when the property transfers from 
Commonwealth ownership. 

Until the disposal is finalised, Defence will continue to ensure the property is secured 
and the heritage elements of the site are protected. 

Defence has carried out some maintenance work on the buildings and grounds during 
its occupation of the property. Further maintenance work will be carried out prior to 
disposal. 

The drought has caused some changes in Fortuna·s landscape. As a result, the man
made lake has not been refilled and there has been some impact on the grounds. 
Fortunately, no significant trees or shrubs have been lost. 

DISPOSAL 
The Department of Defence has no role in determining possible options for the future 
use of the land. The future use of Fortuna, following disposal. is a matter for Council, 
as the local planning authority, to determine, in discussion with the new owner. 

The disposal of Commonwealth land must follow the Commonwealth Property 
Disposals Policy. Generally, the Policy requires that all Commonwealth land is to be 
sold on the open market at full market value; however, it does allow for priority sale 
to a State or Local Government, where the sale facilitates other Commonwealth or co
operative policy initiatives. An example might be where a Council sought to purchase a 
site to improve or provide for community facilities Isuch as a library or school]' 

There has been no decision yet about when or how Fortuna will be sold. 

tor general InformatIon or queries about the property p\ease send ~n :email 0: 

forwna.'ltlt8lB1OOt1sbriClgMW.eett com. or write to the Fortuna Project-Manager at 
PO Box 12652 A.!Beckett Street, Vf<:tona 8006. 

Please visit the F9rtuna Website at www.forbUtaVnta.net.au for more infOrmation. 

A\t media enqUiries should be directed to the Defence Medi;;l RQom Oil ph. (02) /.265 3343, 


www.forbUtaVnta.net.au

