BENDIGO ADVERTISER DECENTRALISATION SUPPLEMENT — 3

Bendigo wins
tram battle

@ For nearly half extensive fleet in the
a century, Bendigo's world, and therefore, of

rust overcomes apathy to
=e: lift tourism

- fascinating field of tourism, doubt, indecision, inodequate
.finance, frustration and general apathy loomed as stumbling
7 blocks to developing the necessary support fo gef the Bendigo | (i _period, the “talkingean
Trust off the ground. ;3‘::-?2\51{on}::?\'exxfxcg‘;‘?l::;ﬂ-l.fl\l't-: e”"y.l-\ third avenue of de-
and entertainitig  visitors,
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be .o the golden
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establish themselves.
From the first few meet-
jngs. commitiee menibers
were convineed thal great-
er stability and success
could be achieved If the
trust divorced itself from
the councll and was pro-
perly coustituted as g com-
pany limited by guarantee.
Belore their constitution
was drawn up and presen-
ted, the Lrust was given its
[first challenge — retention
of portion of Bendigo's
junique framway system
then Lhregtened with
abandonment and disposal.

drawn up to restore it fo
working condition, as well
as allocating $4500 to
special fund for that,
| The poppet legs
painted for $2000,

A  special building to
house the large working
model of the mine, engine!
and crushing battery, loan-
ed by the Kelly family of
Bendigo. was erected. |
|  Safety fences, displays!
and u souvenir shop sprang
up on the site, and atten-
dances rose,

Of the thousatds of \'im-l
tors each year, more than|

were

Hul Lhe perseverance snd ton in future ourist pro~ Gokl  Mouniain”  and A = g velopment by the Bendi- = great appeal lo trans-
dcdu-aliunmmslu dt;scrvng jeci-i.». in the rvgim;;] ’ llheir mln:lnc I:!w the Ben- %L‘f v"‘_:f‘k(;’.:g“ g;{{m’;n;"’:::: gnu_’l‘ru.sl :‘a\; an im: i- major streel trans- port historians,
Sucepss won through, and| Trom  1ts humble and  digo goldfields, > it : natve and jar-reaching 1 o
W today Bendigo has become tentative start from @l Work on the project will Wheir operations. | “afforestation” program | PO wos ifs irom- mm“;,;m";g"“’,;v.;“g:,’,‘f
» nationally-known nsme loaned office inan old bank etart later this year, | _If the tram commitiee | developed with complete | way system. | dige, earrying tourists
‘ n Australian tourism. [the trust came of sge with| The Bendigo Trust grew! efforts tended 1o over- | support of the Bendigo g and explain iy
5 In less thgn four years fhe sunouncement of a (o its present stature from Shadow other areas of  distriet councils and all When fimally replnced | 0 s vant.
4he Bendigo  Trust has stunning tourist village and s Bendige City Council development by the trust,  local government bodies | by modern  buses in 805 P
bought., pari-restored and comiplex to portray vividly sction when. in December thal was unfortunale. concerned. 1972, Bendigo’s trams They mow run every
ppened Lo visitors the old one of the more colorfil 1970, they bought the Cen-! The Bendigo Trust was = Among the commitiees | were a segmenl  of day beiween the Cen-
. Dentral Deborali Gold colonial happenings, the lral Deborah Gold Mine. Pprogressing in many as- aims are: transport history with- tral De b Gold Mi
i~ Mine, retained and de- Chinese influence on Vic-| The mine and its equip- peets behind the scenes, e To gevelop a master | out equal in the world. ‘ bora : mine,
veloped into an imaginative torian goldfields, metit, the last to work the! DPurpig 1972, restoration T Four of its trams— | @ Golden Square, to
altraetion  representatives The $500,000 project, 'Bendige field. had lain of the Central BDeborah @ Continued — P. 10 | (nhe Birnevi—were the | the Chinese Joss House,
L ol Beyidigo’'s most unique| which will be a lving derelict since 1964 and was Mine, continued under tlie _ | last survivors of » once al North Bendigo,
emway  svstem restored| complex where Chinese n danger of being demol- enthusiastic and inspired | = s - ®
the North Bendigo Chinese| goods, handierafts and  ished, efforts of chairman, Mr.| G .
] Joss Houss  an set the  foods will be avallable, Under Mavoral instiga- Jack Bright,
soene far greater commun- | will be called “Dai Gum  fion, « commitiee W re- The huge old “Thomp-
!';«S interest and participa- San” Chinese for “"Big siore the Central Deborah ' son” COMPressor was
was established. But one bought for $3000 and|
of their first duties wus to | plans were immediately

The City Council sup-
ported the trust mem-
bers' proposal and the
then Minister for Tour-

BENDIGO. l
Phone 43 ]]77 i:f,tl:.'r I\:Cr&it::lnn‘cr,thlzitk;rc._ | tourist world and how imi- |

Tlportant louristls are — i
! ‘ talled proposal, came io OV 5 are — and

Bendigo to see al first |
ASSISTING BENDIGO'S PROGRESS.

other Lhan Bendigo, indi-
cating both how Bendigo
has come of age in the

| 90 per cent came from
|

Dickie convensd a meeting
of local members of Par-
liament with Lhe govern-
ment ministers controliing
|the SEC, CRB and ‘lour-
[ism — the Lhree areas the
| projéci covered,

|  On Apni 16 1072 Ben-
digo Lrams

Three months later, Mr.
R G

H. RODD, President,
. HAM, Seoreiany.

[the Bendigo
considered by
meni,

Ag the tramway closure
deadline approsched, Lhe
trust tested public support
for their efforls,

Radio, television and
Press  appesals  oblained
| 5090 sigratures in support
lof the (rust's proposals.
This support was made
known (o the Parliament.

The Jlong - awaited
breakthrough c¢ame on
Seplember 12 when news
was received that the
rovernment had approv-
ed the tourist tram route
from the Central Deb-
orah mine at Goiden
Square to the Chinese
| Joss House al North
Bendizgo for a trial per-
| jod of twa years, .
With renewed dedication,
commiltee
days
Tou)

sl — wWas
Lthe govern-
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Lhe tram
worked nighls,
and weekends o gel
trams resitored and re-

= MILLING A
® MACHINING — LARGE or SMALL, pamied in vintage colo
| schemes for’ the opening.

SPECIALISTS IN PERKINS ENGINES. [ ,And i wes & proud Ben-

dipo that stepped out on
December 9 1972, to see
Spare Parts on hond or
mode to order,

the Victorian Premier, Mr.
Hamer, officially open the
| Benndlgo Vintage “Talking'
| Tramway System. ;
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