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. _Uuap Logocialion is extrenely eonpernod at the
sogsihility of the Department's services €o the poultry
industry in northern Vietoria being downgreded. Iherefore,
we subuli che following arguments for the continuation of
a pouliry extension service at Bendigo. e

1. The ioultry Industry Officer at 3endigo is responsible
for cll of northern Vietoria. In this area there are

%0 per eent of Vietoria's egg producers. These producers
account for neaprly 30 per cent of the Stace's egg
produetion.. They are all family farus for which their eg
enterrrises are a significant part of thely income, efd
being family farms and not couwpany cperated they are not in
the position to euploy their own specinlised staff. The
aa{ority of this group are grain producers vho are going to
rely more heavily om their egg enternrises in the next few
years as the prospects Tor grain become less attractive.

?. There is a developing free runge industry in the region
with currently about 30 producers. Your Minister and t e
Lrg Board are encouraging this but many of these people need
regular on~the-spot help. This would not be availarle from
people bused in Melbourne.

3. There is a siﬁnlficant and expanding dbroiler industry
around Sendigo. As you would be aware, these producers
suffered severe sethacks recently with the Fowl Plague and
they are going to need very close and eongtont adviee to
restore thelr enterprises. This will be a long-term thing.

“%. In Bendigo, there 1s the Crystal Eg Company whieh
ansually packs 5 million dozen eges (10% of State's total).
Creg rarkinson has had a significant impaet on helping to
maintain the quality of the Company's eggs. For exam e, in

the past 12 months, through econstant and regular con ts he
has helped this fiym overcome problems of fungal contaminascion
of eggs, chemical contamination and a condition known as
watery whites. These problems have only been overgome beezuse
:go Dep:rtmant has en enthusiastie, well-trained officer on
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J.9 Ihere are two large poultry breeder fapms in the district
("ontagy Farms and Allled Poultry Dreeders) who use and vulue
the services of & loeally placed expert.

6., ‘The Minister has snnounced as part of his Government's
poliey that the Departwent is Lo concentrate on industries
that have export poteontial. [e specifically named other
poultry species such as pheasants and guail es industries
with this potential.

‘ In recent years, we have secen the development of two
pheasant farms, three duck-egg farms, & quall farm and one
sguab/nirzeon place. We feel there is & lot of potenti=l for
these industries in this area btut it will be dependent on
hoving access to expert advice on the spot.

e feel it is vital that the Department continue to
provide servieces to the poultry industry. The above points
highlight the many and varied facets of the job of a poultry
irdustery officer. .

The effectiveness of this officer 1s mainly dependent
or establishing loeal contaets and guickly responding to
loeal needs.

A Melbourne based sxtension service would have no
hope ©f providing this level of service.

Therefore, we request that a poultry extension
officer, continue to be stationed at Bendigo to most
effectively service the needs of a signifiecant mumber of

loeal producers. :
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