LASI week's article about the
future of Fortuna is helpful
in bringing the issues to the
forefront for the community
and its city council to con-
sider carefully.

Recognising Fortuna's sig-
nificance within a national
context, being patient to ob-
tain the right outcome and
supporting a “nothing is too
hard - anything is achiev-
able” approach are all hitting
the nail on the head.

The Villa Fortuna Action

Group is a community group
that certainly does not see it-
self as promoting the site to
be used as an artists’ retreat.

Rather, a multi-use pro-
posal for Fortuna is being de-
veloped.

Bendigo city councillors
have recently visited the prop-
erty and have acknowledged
publicly that it is in surpris-
ingly good condition.

Furthermore, the Com-
monwealth Government
through the Defence Depart-

ment has a strong commit-
ment to heritage values and
will be conducting compre-
hensive works prior to it pass-
ing into new ownership.
Staged development and
the obtaining of initial seed
funding are not unknown
processes in producing signif-
icant community outcomes.
With entrepreneurial pol-
icy and subsequent manage-
ment there can be economic
viability as shown by the suc-
cess of Abbotsford Convent.
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Let us not be hasty in put-
ting labels like ‘fanciful’, ‘ro-
mantic’, ‘totally unrealistic’
and mega-dollar scare tickets
on any well-considered and
well-documented idea that
grows out of a community
vision for a potential use of
the Fortuna site.

After all, isnt being pa-
tient and open-minded with
one another’s ideas supposed
to be the way to go?

Terry Davidson,

Villa Fortuna Action Group.



