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CHAFTER THREE
The Estab nt of the Y W.C A. in Bend

TW.C. A, domzt g ertatiishes I ;¢ » 341 .
ENC THE_SOGTE LS8 LpME 5D e vl iTofE3g uo
& God .=+

- 4

be it of Bendifs SEzame sor -4

~iBBY T NALDR] feTaTal -
May 23, 1906, The inaugurzl mesting of tns new branch A% she T 74
vaz peld at the AN.A, Rall, View Straer with Miss Serah Booth, faunse

ing membar and general s=craters oF the MalSdiesns YN 2 ir sesefa:

The first meeting ploce for the Bendigo Y.W.C,A, was the rentad
rooms ar the house at Number Six Medic Terrace, Mysrs Strzer, (sse
Plate 1). At this location the sesbers planned to continue the

T.W.C.A."5 objectives of the spiritual, social, and intellectus!

G 1

edification of young girls. The

board of management of the new branch intended to conduct the home
along similar lines to thar of the Melborne Y.W.C.A., which had been
establighed twenty-four years earlier. It vas planned that the rooms
be available as full boarding accommodation ss well as & room open to
girls who wished To read, write letters, or "indulge" in any indoor
pastimes.* The Association was also to be connected with an employment

N B

21, Bendigo Advertiser, 26 May 1906.

. As far ns this research could find, no permanent hostel
arrangements wvere sade avaiiable by the Bendigso Y.W.0.A,

untdl 18165,
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bureau for young ladies.2?

The first purpose of the Y. W.CA, wvas to "brighten the 1tves

cf the young girls attending., and o Rive them spirirun) and #ducetions]

23 _
sivanzeges” 7 TauracsangT Taees e * =i 32299

The #ificiency of the wsines <V OTRRlisy e oo 0 ot
At Medis Terrace. S:ole FLIOY ., ahoT A ~TREEMANITY 30T E=llleast
Llanses wers Soon prasted HEowevar, the astablisnmens of = Y. W C.4
hostel had 20 wair until che (915 cpening of the qdoorz of the farmes

Black Swan hotel st Howard Plues,

The spiritusl aspacts of the Y. W.C.A. had remained, losing none
of their stremgth or Loportance during the Association's adapting te 2%
regional Victorian vay of life. Very distinct aims concerning relig-

Open 20 young women of sll cisssas of soclery,
to form a bond of union betveen those who desire to

- - -
Ye

' 2

R e

22. The Annals of Bendigo. D. Lockwood (ed.) Maryborough, 1981, p. 3.
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Indicating the strength of the religioes force connected with
the Y.W.C.A., the opening meeting of the Association was presided
over by the Archdeacon Watsom, vith the board of mansgement consisting
of representatives lro-..:bo*thc Presbyterion, Congregational, Baprist,
washodist, Lutheran, and Church =f Christ donominErions. Traditionally,

. >
Wiy w=tg 28 the An3SIAS =3 WP S SscTSTS=R e Yy ==22023

The member= £ She 23TET DS - sEhsgEmEtt EITRREEC LA S04
V.W.C.A, homes vere notl Gased ussc sosisl lines. ThET IS wES Theis
faith in God which mads Thase yoURg giris equzl.

When a girl becans convinced of true Christiamnity,
the social barrisrs were 10 an ext=nt bSroken down, =a2nd

the potto on the sembers’ bu'.gu."By love perve or.;
another' was carried into effect.

Befors opening the first hosctel, the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. experienced
many changes in the location of the premises. A pamphlet {ssued as
early as 1918, by vhe National Y.W.C.A. in Sydney, refers to how the
Association vas fimanced and explaing how the duildings wers the
result of special appeals, or the gift of generous citizens.<®
However, the Y.W.C.A. wvas planned to be largely self-supporting through
sesbership fees, class fees, and hostel and cafeteria charges.

25. Bendigo Advertiser. 26 May 1906.
.

26. National Y.W.C.A. Pampblet, * .W.C.A, What Is It?'
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Having moved from Medic Terrace to the residence of Y.W.C.A.
member, Miss Duff {n Forest Street, and then to Mitchell Street, the
Bendigo Association did not have the opportunity to receive the extra
revanye of cafeteris charges until nev rooms were rented at View Streec.®

Ar unstsire soom Ln the building im View Street was used 23 = clubrooe

phes ¢ duunstsisy soom B! SN I O .t =3 AAL L2 ~a2¥al
rars o2nf T.¥. SN, Sesilet ni Lstse Tha TUO®, ST hes Sozs=r =hy #2
4 <hg Firys cafecssis Tuv v whe Besdige You. 2T 4 The T w1 ) ssiscacint
wery designed vith the enrhing sirls in =ind s Zunct -Oom VEE mads

available for the girls wha zould not rsturn home for thezr midday
meal, Women cotld take their own lunches or buy food st the cafereria.
with pricas as low 25 one pens) for o ¢up of tes &nd a = sour 9
meal, including seat and vegetables, for one nhtlling-27 The cafeteris
also provided a ssfe snd sheltersed arss for girls <o spend their Junch

hour. .

Up until this stage, 21l <he work, spsrt from the tesching of
various classes, had beea done by volunteers. Trained leaders were
required to ensure that the Association was belng organized with
maximum efficiency. The work of co-ordinating, and organizing the
Associstion's many groups and activities was recognised as a full
ﬂubﬁhl%;vhmthcutimlotfiahﬁyduy sent Miss F.
Stillwell to become the first general secretary. The addition
of the cafeteris and the employment of staff by the Y.W.C.A., meant
the Bendigo branch was coming closer to fulfilling the physical npeeds
of the girls of Bendigo, according to the Association's aims -

E
= =
®  The actusl date of this wove 15 uncertain,

27. Bendigo Advertiser, 2 September 1920.
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"the hn:h-rou- and rest-room provide quier snd refreshment at a small
cost for tired city 311'15."28

By 1915, the Bendigo Associstion had orly one more move to maks

defcrs it found & mors permanent ‘home'  The Y V.7 4. ook us

TREIILEDIe 7 IOUr ey sheey Tl AN N R o8 = JUseTEEY e
STress. The fead 22 soes & T . # SEETR. 22 DOnTizT wer sis-ypar
3T hE Jouly (RIS wnnuE meET_ 12 e LIme 400st STOviae SeZe nonizin:

Jor girls working or Studying swwy froe the ghelises of thair somes +-
Wizh this ides, the chatrman made 8 plsdge of 5 pounds cowsrds the
establishing of such a boarding-place, providinsg another nineteen
members would make simiiar Jonssiane Oeliors the end of as IoAicwing
June. The fulfillmont of the nationzl ais to meet the gocial needs
of girls, inpure, by the "opening of hostals in convenlen: posizsons
vhere girls sway from home may find comfortable accomsodation nond

environment, "0 came (n 1919 vitl.x the opening of the firse Bendigo

Y.W.C.A. hostel, the formsr Alack Swan hotel, locazed at Yoyerd Plges

(see Plate 3)

.y

28. Matiomal Y.W.C.A. pamphlet, 'Y . W.C.A., What Is Ie?*

29. Bendigo Advertiser, 27 July 1918.
.
30. Mational Y.W.C.A. pamphlet, 'Y.W.C.A}, What Is Ie??

-
7 o

L
N re-
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The hostel originally provided enough room to sccommodate the
Associntion's need for a boarding place for ladies and many of the
meetings and activities of the various clubs and: groups vithin the
Bendigo Y.W.C.A. Ths bullding contsined st lsssr svelve rooms for

- ve - .- LEs3T ™" S —— <

e i) THE BUaSEacy Jecs =gie T EiEs3 =¥ ==
23 Sveroor thy Zaghive fgrecr=r o TEATE IT0% “ne Ssves mil o

sE3cherz. sal students Irop She go=3s acoond SENLIEY TheT weTe 1t

srovides

f=r for daily travel s srtans F=hioels, Other rooms wer
for travellers requiring a s=fs, chasp placs to sctay while visiring

an unfamiliar city,

Some of tHe rooms could Accommodate up to four ladies. a: lwastg
three or four of the rooms wers fingle rooms. The accommodstion was
said to have been very plain, Yet as one former bhoarder suggested it
vas a very understanding and cnriu; atmosphere in vhich to live 3!
However, not all the memories of she ladies who responded o jusrtions
about the first Y.W.C.A. hostel were quite as fond. One lady recalled
travelling to Bendigo from Rochester with her wmother during the 1520's

to stay at the hostel. Her most vivid semory of their stay was the room

they had to share with a number of other ladies, after baing shifted
from their original twin room whers they had discovered the beds o

be infested with bugs.3?

vy re

3l. Iaterview with Miss V. Morgan, 30 Aegust 1985.

-

32. Interview with Miss M., 28 August 1985,



PLATE 3: Modern View of Former Bendigo Young Women's Christian

Association hostel. Formerly the Black Swan llotel,

Howard Place.




The families and friends of the boarders were welcomed by the
Y.¥.C.A. to conduct their vimits in the social rooms of the former
Black Swan, wvhich also provided a dining room for baarders and

Y.W.C.A, members., Visizoras thersfore., had the opportunizy o duy

choss BESis &t the fining soom. 33all wwre soplcyel U < S HY
852 CIERAIng. Shf SROIAF 337, S4ET TyT wERILDg RN LTINLs3 FUoe oSSl
SBUNETT FOOm EITSHRID TIN LCSTe. e 2ol e 3 ga Va4As ak=yg
gezly 2 d2¥v, thM evening ons cansisting o Ihred COUTHES e resident

st the Y.W.C.A. hopral during the 1930's, Mias V. Morgan, romembarsd tae
ongoing dispute over the =small serves of food provided for the doarders.
The satron, or person in charge of the ladies, frequentis seminded he
ladies to de thankful for =small mercies., This prompted the boardars of

the time to joke how they often ate 'small mercien', >3

" Such examples should not distract from the ideals behind the
Association's concern for voung women., Miss Morgan noted how in 1934
she was paying one pound a week for her board atf the T.».C.&, Selay
vell into the Depression decade, the Association allowed for special
consideration of Miss Morgan's circumstances by charging a fee for
board which was lower than the average paid by the boarders at the
time. Miss Morgan believes the difficulties caused by a period of
cetrenchment from the Hanro mills, and a family beresvement figured
highly in the Bendigo Y.W.C.A.'s offering of board ar the price vhich
she could afford. This kind of example highlights the help and atwosphere
which the Y.W.C.A. provided, an Associdtion presented "to vomen, by

women" .34 - '

33. Morgan Interviewv.

22 Niveanr an ~ir n 3,



CHAPTER FOUR

The Bendigo Young Women's Christian Association's Acrivities From

1906 to 1939.

Mt er Iolilcwy

The purpese of the Y.V,
- t
L0 Jogsy hriss g3 Los
eNSocrEzement =f fallow
SHUFTE | shird she Fes
WMeividuei: snd Tonrsh
Iipgdom o Sod toroughous =he worie -

<3 2€TGICPmERT =f e
S exten¥dioy. -

These features wvere simed st the “’buzlding up of strong =nd
Joyous Christian character."36 Thetr sxpression wvas found through
SRE VArious BCIivicies orgeniis. Ly tas ABSOCIALION, 5= toutrizia
features of the individusl referred to the "well-balanced” groweh of
the youny girl's and voman's spirisual, intellectual, sacial and
phyaical 4&0109&::.3? .

The Bendigo branch of the Y.W.C.A. prepared BADY newspaper
articles so zhat the public =i3h: usderstand She Aspocincion s =4
and goals for young women in the community. One of the first hurdles
vas to show that the Association, despite the word "Chriscian® in
its vitle, vas not a religious sect, and that {ts activities did not
consist only of Bible classes and religious meetings. There vas
nothing sectarian in the Y.W.C.A.'s programme. However, the Bendigo

=

35.  Bendigo Advertiser, 21 June, 1927%,

36.  National Y.V.C.A. Pamphlet, 'Y.N.C.A, ~ What Is It? p. 1.

7. loc, eir.
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Association differed with the above purposes by claiming it included
in its membership not ooly young women members of many different
branches of the Christiss Church, but alse “sany who belong to none...

A vosan iz not excivded from the Association dbecause of her religious

ab B %0
sasigfa o her lack of znes," -~

— PR ' — e SEEELS24

Hag=tmr
e

UBhallv Openes eisn A PTETES oF respes  anf Ilogel VIIE Se 2Vl
of the besedicrtson. MNembars mggigted 1in The giving =5 religious
instruction in Bendigo schools, and participated in the national
vesk of prayer held each year. However, =h# Y.W.C.A.'s programme

for girls and wumes 35 wLoF, (2g-4ng Sty #2T2VIsies 3¢ am

members in the building-up of their “joyous" Christisn character,

Activities were aimsd gt developing self-cootrol, courage,;
generosity, hopour, leaderpghip, co.—opcnum. skill, confidence,

"
»

and posture in evATy member. Tha Assosistian planhed 14 "use

evears
jnstruseat that is within its reach for the good of the vomen of
tomrrov."” Exactly hov the Y.W.C.A. intended to realize these

strengths in its members, is reflected through the participation
in the varjous sctivities which the Associstion offered.

38. Bendigo Advertiser, 26 September 1924.

39. Bendigo Advertiser, 1 February 1924.
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The importance the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. placed on the value of sport
and othsr recreational sctivities iighlights one example of how the
Association's primary interest vas for vomen and girls. Recreation

was seen as the renewsl of 1ifs 5 rha individual The ladies conturses

2Hout this sesmarch sgrees sho s ==y spersance -f e Y A 3
SrogTaamd I apare ard retsess. il Vilsee = VR E2M0-ipcs
2T IO TUELTLL risvial 3D Guve The sseenid =4 -o 35 oo

-
’

YETS NOT svailsdle for womer is SSRCAES YNl he iims o7 he ToW.T i
=hat oot even lawn bouls was plsved oy com.“o AS Zzze az 1335, =
Y.W.C.A. was actempting to sake mors spurting facilicies availlabie for
21l vosen. At the anmuasl seeting of that vear, the Ch=irman.
Rev. W, MacLean remarked on the lnck of suirabla playing areas for
girls and young women {n the Bandigo ars=a. "It ig ver; noticeable and
very regrectable chat there are {nsufficient play areas in Bendigo;
slrhough it would be geoerally sdmitted that physical fitness was &
nighly desirable ssse: in the cizizens of any commnicy, ")

Despite such activities, the Beudig_c Association managed to present
many sporting activities without an sbundance of playing grounds.

The Y.W.C.A. brought competition baskerball to Bendigo. Annual sports

re

40, Interview with Miss E. Wilson, 20 August 1985,

.
4l1. Bendigo Y.W.C.A. Board of Directors, Minute Book, 27 July 1938 p.6.
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days and competition between other vomen's tesms became a regular
part of the Association's activities. Games were believed to hald »
positive educational influsnce, training girls for the developmsnc

of vill pover, endurance, and initiacise,

~ I . L > == 3PS — boo Pors Trec K. ' ' -d
IDEIINCT. VALT TOWINY AT JEh8 SRRTO0nE ANT FeSEiN: 8T S0 zo3) AT
amongut the Associstion's ezrilest sporss srranped for womesn fyEg

Plate 1), Physical culture classas which included marching, exerciz-
ing, rhythmics, and folk dancing were introduced in 1925. Such
physical activity was consideres as & means of snguring & §00C =nvs
onment for young women, and of tesaching girls the need for a hesltny
body, as well as & healthy mind. For “wholesome™ activity outside the
hours of wark or school was necessary where girls “naturally develop
the habit of idly frittering avay their time in useless if not harmful
occnpaum."‘z Migs Morgan noted the popularics of the Y. W.C A, 'z
sporting programmes, that they were well attended and eagerly looked
forvard to by the members. Miss Morgan gave the example of the
boarders at the hostel, especially the students, who did not have any
obligations to join the Y.W.C.A.'s activities, happily participated in
the programmes which were available 3

-

42. Bendigo Advertiser, 1 Februsry 1924t'

43. Morgan Interview.
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The Y.W.C.A.- ' programms of recreation existed in the four main
- moﬁhﬂ&x family, club or group, and community recreation.
A good balance of thess four varieties of recreation were designed to
give young girls a positive, all-round feeling of their own individusl-
ity, by nbrnr.ing the Association's plans for developing the phymical,

— = 1
mental, emorional, and spiritual vell-being of Y.W.C.A membars

The AsSoriazion promotaf the sdes of aR3sTodaal sEIreLtie  umera

Firis could be taught 1o entor solizode OF HEVINg InTErests wunist eonls

prevent loneliness and creste a sense of opporiunity 4in the memher.

The abllity to svim, to row, and the knovledge of flowers, trees, music,

photography, and litersture were Just a few of the pastimes which the

Association belisved vorthy to fiil the Biri'm individual recrestion.
To achieve a proper balance in the development of the young girl's

emotions, the Y.W.C.A. realised the need for individual recreation

to be complemented by socisl 'phy".‘.“ The family was the firse group

vithin which such social internction would be found by young pirls,

The Association felt that the girl's future social relationships would

k e <
o '- ofntnuyvouldtlnnfm.uud:o

lumuphytoaothwumm:gofoum young in & spirit of
mmmemnmmmw.mum
old-adyoungvlnchaouuly fail to function 1f not wisely cultivated, "5

“. Beadiso Advertiser, 5 December 1924. *

,.\\ ..:‘.'b}f..’.t N R4
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As part of a Y.W.C.A. group or club, the member was to be supplied

with the opportunity for inspiration that would come from fellowship

and comradeship. It was hoped that in offering club and group sctivities,
the young girls would carry the “inapiration” of fellowahip and comradeshiy
back heme far the mutus] bhenefic and undesssanding of 2ll sembere 2f the
family "

The Y. W.C A, encouraged girls 2o use thelr spars time in sducatliongl
studies that would ifmprove their efficlency and atritudes towards life.
Such opportunities were considerad to be very important to the Y.W.C.A.'s

plans to "prosote the satisfaction of their desires for a fuller 14fe 47
Educational prosr:i.a fell into tvo main categories; those vhich would
provide training for employment, and guidance for the choice of vocation.
By 1919, the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. offered a programme of classes in short-
nel hand, typewriting, book-keening, tu;t-nid. dress-waking, millinery,
vhitevork, singing and elecution, French and English, Bihle history,

and missionary work. Correspondance courses were available in some of

Tactaies wiie srpekised by the Y. .0:4: Topice: were: dverss, -esch
thereby mu—muni':o the Association's aim of the well-balanced
development of the spiritual, intellectual, social, and physical aspects
of a girls character. Subjects for lectures given to members between

47. Bendigo Advertiser, 12 Septesber 1929.



37 » mam;sso,w “Mhe Modern Girl - How to help her™, given by
Mationnl Girls' Work secretary, Miss Bridgman in 1926.%% This address
discussed the importance of citizens' understanding the responsibilities

faced by young women, to récognize the diffarence of decisions fram thoss

22 of the previous generations, to be made by young wosen. Mizs Bridguman
highlighted the need for srpexizgtions 3uch 38 ==F T.9. 0.4 Zx =3 2ives
of youny womes vhe hal mads the fel_slop IC .RAVE thels sshotIlihg i<

begin work, to "msks up for the thinge she wAs sZssing. LY going 200
gin s &

-
Lol

into the world as this esicicel psrz of her 1ife. in 1934, peab=re
of the Federstion Club bheard talks on the effect of alcohol on husan
1ifs. These talks were i1llustrated charts "showing life in {t» animate
and {nanimste forma vith mankind its highest form."*° These particular
talks were desicnul to prove to the ladies the statsment that “wine i=
a mocker, strong drink i{s raging, and whosoever is deceived bereby is

not vﬂp." and to point out the evils of cocktail drinking and of -oktng.SI

Vo

Talks on the preveation of disease were part of the members study of the
public health and how it could be best conserved. Within the various
clubs, -heu included study periods on various topics, such es "A Oirl's

of encouraging and 'ﬁmm

' ~ - A
b e = v‘o‘.‘

:"'dmmtotbemdm.mnto
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aenior groups with the minute books sdmitting to & noticeable decline
in attendance opnly during times of extreme hardship, such as the

1937 outbreak of polio which was stil]l known at that stage as infantile
parllysu.-"z

— . . .
+NRE DrYOMCTI0E S SSmmunitt fes 0o » EXTahow2 = 41 Bt gl &7

-

0

mERDeTSNIp 10 fsly oUher opie Dere Girssitly Twe mElr szamples of
thiz were the Thrifz Club 206 Travallers' ALS Soclety. The f=troducriss
of the two activicies provided the Y. W.C.A. with nev opportunities to
serve, and a means of expressing the upirit of comradeship and fallow-

ship through the Association to other members of the community.

The Y.¥W.C.A. Thrift Club was begun in Bendigo during the First
World War. The idea was to encourage girls to save their wvages.
The stores and factories vhere the Thrift members were employed were
visited regularly by the Y, W.C.A. secretary or honorary worker. The
girls would give whatever amount they could afford, this money was then
bnhdmultbcudofthcymv!nntbctoulm. including interest
g-mumun. The Thrifc Club was believed to give its
&r: "'l control of expenditure, thoughtful, deliberare, self-control
.+.8 new vision of the use of mooey."* New friendships were formed

-

52. Minutes of the Activities Committee, 26 October 1937, p. 14,
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ES S ‘m.ﬁksw'h.amnpmmnmdm&m. and the
Y.W.C.A. representatives visiting work places to collect the girls'
savings. Mrs Carpe, sformer—boarder—ar-thetoiLrhhowtoh and a
past president of the Association, suggested how lmportant such a

-~ z1ub proved to be to young girls, espacially thoss who vers zbout to
sz Esre103. The-sSavinty ebc.d SZETITITY MeToEE 4 AL, T B mE5) -
e Turture. With She ABNOCIEICO- Teceiving Dol £ per EnT J00 Rl
shs Bonev whick the Thrifs Clud hat coliectes during the yesr

The Travellers' Aid Society of Beandigo was formed in 1917.
The Y.W.C.A. believed the scheme should be supported on humanitarian,
patriotic and religious grounds. For Travellers' Ald followed the
1deal of givizg fiospitaliy to the stranger by extending a welcoms To
the city and saking the traveller's stay in the cirty as plessant and
safe as possible. Travellers' Aid workers wers identifies by their
vhite badges, and worked throughout he city of Bendigo, meeting
regularly to report on the progress which the soclisty had besn making.
The policy of the Travellers' Aid Sociery was the protection from and
provention of evil. 56 yolunteers met and arranged alternative transport
'zgnj»@u.mum.a to catch their trains. Such people
vere also provlded with or directed to suitable accomodation and boarding
m”mmmm the dangers and

-—

5. Interview with Mrs. M. Carne, 16 April 1985,

57. Bendigo Advertiser, October 1918.
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difficulties of travellers was also extended to young boys and girls,
the young mother and her fsmily, the aged, the infirm, the menrally
handicapped, those taken 111 during = journey, lost or runaway children,
those people travelling alone. end immigrantz who had no relatives or
frizncs And: 2insil =% -Travellesy ASC Sos=s3 iz Thece T Inos

travellers vhe wogis EDDT+Iiate 3 ITIenCLy e=_I00 T IhRT ANTIVW

g n unfamiliay c32y

The Y.W.C.A. of Bendigo spresd its concern for all vomen beyond
the clubs and activities. A holiday house at Seaford was made available

for those members who wished to stay at o safe place vhile holidaying

<
-

alone. or to thos= vho neéded 3 place to recuperate from illnsas,
The hostel in Bendigo was open Christmas Dey to all women who could

not return to their homes, or those wvho did not have a place to receive

dinner during this day.’? .

Employment was n major part of the Y.W.C.A.'s concern for young
women. When the Association could not find work for unskilled vomen
secking employment, efforts were made to provide these women with
temporary employment where they could "earn and learn at the same time."
This was particularly helpful to those who could not othervise afford

the pecessary training to prepare them for employment.50
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muploymtolyommudmtmdtheYUCA. S concern
for the pena-l iuanpaa: of ity members. Through club activities,
the Associstion almsed at overcoming the lack of demand made upon the
personality of the individual due to the-specialized state of industry.
The Y.W.C.A. recognized that the manufacturing processes absorbed the
greatest number of girls and ther the industrial vorker hst lass
casnce =f O0evaiipment It pLrUralY wnd exprissiie ohiih st sindd

cIEriznl and Rbhop worh 2fiEred S- The Tellswsnts wits stmErs s e,

Lsaociszion and the iniviscive demanded by participscion Lrn sTour acs:-
ivities were bollieved by the Y. W.C A, o De & eeuns for the industrial
worker, who was oftes as young as fourteen or fifcteen, the apporiumity
to develop the power of concentration through doing things that give
real pleasure.ez
The idea of world fellowship was maintained by the Bendigo Y.W.C.A.
clubs. Through the worldwide pperation of the Y.W.C.A., members
received ideals of fellowship bet:;em the nationn of the world. Lectures
and discussion of women of foreign lands and the nations in which they
lived, were given throughout this study's time-span. Talks concerning
. Russia, or the Japanese st bome, for example, provided explanations
\ott.hevbrk being carried out by the Y.W.C.A, overseas. Bendigo members
actively took part in the World Fellowship Committee, where meotings
mdmcd:oth-stndy of foreign countries. Bendigo members exchanged

*® 61. Bendigo Advetiser, 20 December, 1923.
L]
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lettors with Y.W.C.A. members in Indin, Switzerland and North America,

to learn about their customs and llfolt,le’.sa

Soch activities were part of the Y.¥.C.A.'s ais of the linking
of 313 the girls and vemsnc of every race apéd nongue. Undarstanding
neswesn the Taces incluyfed ths Austiz.oad LDOTIRLNES . co= I8
Faogration coiuk, & pottisl odbtr o e Bensips Assollyi0F S
3 vizit by the matrom =m0 of the ressfenta o? the ahorisines aome
at Quorm, South Australis ©4 Invications It meec TR VIEITEER vers
extended by the cluh's secretary 0 include as mwony as possible of the
Christian Church organizations of Bexuugo.65 Those present at the
meeting listened to the two young sborigines recite from the scriptures.
This kind of example illustrates the Y.W.C.A.'s desire to prove the power
of Christian associations by attempting to shape the 'new' post-war

— vorld closer to Christian models.

Through general activities, the Bendigo Associstion made A
aolid investment in the "hudding” womanhood of the community.
. We believe that as members of an organization

.

5 - which avovedly bases ita lifa on the teachings

» ofm.n'mmtd\dth'mhiwum

. opportunities of mind and spirit, of riches, and
skill, of leisure and influence, and of youth

e« ®»p3. Federation Club, Bendigo Y.¥.C.A. Minute Book, February 1934, p. 56.
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& ‘ and experience which it is our responzibilicy

_ 'to_mcinhlmglto-ettbmodtor
. ) leadership today.56

The Association's work would bring its own rewards in the futurs
in the form of fipe citizenship.

“66. Miss V. Catt, General Secretary, spesking at the 21st Annual




CHAPTER FIVE

Special Efforts: The Young Wamen's Christian Association's Response
to War apd the Effects of World ¥War One.

The resrs ¢f ths LIex Far 1958 sz IS1E. Zawv IhE PEFTIISOATINT
roehe T, T A 2E mmoh SOEBRRIST ST TGrtTANUTLIOLE warE pir. mAcH
es =he Y.¥.C A.'# netiona. ant intarnationsl work Iy The Tancigs membes |
The projrammes and acIiviiies arzanped by ths AsSsS0CISTIon ook OF an
added importance during the war, and the yesrs lLeading up to the Second

world War.

The advcnt of the First World War proved to be a solid reminder
of the reasons behind the formation of the Y.W.C.A. originmally. Once
again, war years would represent & um vhen certain standards of living
for women must be maintained, and tiie Association's principles as &
arrong woral force far woamen tO abids by, should not be braken Jdove.
The club life and community service enjoyed by the members gave the
SO ~

= .%mwwmmwnv»mmmmm
- i -

-of war.,

In mm vifh the Association's responsibility to the commmity,
the ladies of the Bndigo Y.¥.C.A. answered the call to cootribute to the

war effort locally, One main example of this is the work which they
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—ahud provisions such as books for the soldiers wvho had been {sclsted
at the camp to stop any further spread of the {llness, vas one of the
responsibilities met by the ladies during the war, 67

The Y. W.C.A. of Bendigo slss provided » place for thess vamen on

PR a— SAnw wh ' . r~ -
s e &Y - e * - "4 22 - -

the aome From: 1o gsther
SURRRETED DY hE-MiEsTIssiam Laskue of Hooor 3 secims o4 2

MEsIings werz nelgd =2 the T.W.C.A. club robes during May 1S1E

'de

REETIng wWAS devored 10 3 2iffzrent Eres of the Wer  Pravers vamq prol
for personal loyalty, a trusr unity amony Christisns, as w=l! a3 the
Allied Forces.®® Like sany of the Y.W.C.A.'s programmes, thess ese¢cingn

vere open to all who vanted to attend, and not fust members,

The ladies of the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. were kept up to date on the
work being done by the countries and women who were closer to the battle
fronts. Lectures were also 3£m about the ladies of America and Britain,
vhich alsp did much ro aid the motivation of the efforts of the Ludies
&t home. The Bendigo Association heard of how women of the American
and British Y.¥.C.A.'s were bousing, and catering for, the women workers
of the nearby munition factories, with bostels being builr near the
military camps of these countries to allow the women to meet their
_soldier relatives under "the best conditiocns."®® The Indian Association

-

67. Beadigo Advertiser, 31 May, 1916.
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,$'~~‘. 4 =3 .'.. o Mg
mﬁﬁ:m&b}ﬂn military suthorities to organize clubs far
murses to join in Mesopotamia. Australisn members of the Y.W.C.A.
helped to raise funds for the building and maintaining of an Australasian

hut in France for all Australias women in the var :onu.m
SASS LSS Tos ATperLEnce DD wdEES A0 ISOE Bisng Susi=z TN T
«83 congidersd py she Y. b (L. &F AN ImDOTIERS S0 TOWETCH IO T -

rhas the walfare of bdoth met anl vissan gthaul= de conEsgarel TOREINET
fxampiss of the warh Zarried out W Amazizan Y.W 0.2 "= were mharel
Miss Jean Stevensan, vho sddressed the Bendigo sssociation in April 1915,
after two years of international vork for the Australian T . W.C.A,

Miss Stevenson spoke of how important the duilding of Y.W.C.A, hospels
clese to military camps and munition factories had proved, and how much
that"home touch” of the hostels had seant to the American women during
the war years. This example illustrated how the Americans had recognized
the need in such sbnormal times l;r somo extra interest in the lives

of their growing girlhood. Before the close of the First World War,
positive steps townrds the opeming of the Beodigo Y.W.C.A.'s first

hostel were well under way. By 1919, the Bendigo Y.W.C.A, had begun

a major campaigo to raise funds so that it could continue its contributions

to commmity, national and international work.




ab-ht:lthu-mttholhelvugofm
vomen folk. A woman's life is usually one

of self-sacrifice where men are concernad,
but now there is no resson wvhy they should
stay in the background, Surely they have
carned the right for help and conmideration, /)

The ismedists ain WEE IO raise two thousand pounde Ier che leastin:

A5+F Upeeey L. & noaE Lar Bifal 2UT # gEnETY. Te3 s oiom s
Bendipr ant Surropnoing digsrc=- “hie BoneY L sruvissis g 111 34 5
snd larger zlub rooms, wouls aunbie the Y. W T 4, == » MIlAVe ST3 wor)

of reaching our 2o <he g2rinoad of thE comminssr

After the war, the Y,W,C.A. of Bandigo continued 1ty own programme
of construction in the form of benefits and achievements for the young
vomen of the c;:mnity ~ "After the earthquake the still, small voice,"
suggested one member,’2

The Association believed thar God had a massage to give the world
after the earthquake of var. While raising money to ensure the cont-
invation of the work, the Y.W.C.A. introduced tho Girl Citizen's moye-
ment, an updanq version of the Hearthfire girls’ group, a change which
ocmrd~mnfurthelmaofthol’intvorldlhr.

-

71. Bendigo Advertiser, May 1919,

72. Miss Snelson, National Worker withs the Australian Y.W.C.A.,
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‘The Girl Cirizens vas offered to members between the age of fourteen
and twenty, and vas aised at training young women to become "nll-round’
citizens. The national Girls' Work secretary of the Y.W.C.A., Miss M. Geddes

took the message of the citizens movement to Bendigo’'s Sundsy schools,

-
- Srate schools, tedchers, business colleges and facteries. 1o order to
cresvd Turther ipterest 3mOugst =hl voung wames =& Ranii]

Through the citizens MOYAmEat resnagers wers oo Deé Srazned ix
nezizh, moppiness ani peigfulnens 10 SNAUIE IDAT Lhe geols ad 8 u03
snvironment, and an Interest in “Molesome" seoivivies octzide 53 warl
or school. This vhelesome accivity meant that girls parcicipsted 1in
specislly designed programses of sport, recrestion, educational classes,
and voluntary,cosmunity service sueh as singing for the residents of the
Benevoleat Asylum.

- )

The Y.¥.C.A. recognized the large gulf betwsen their pre-wvar and
post-war selves. "Ihe vhole 1ife of the nation has been altered, oand
no part of it is wore affected than the life of vomen apd girls." 73
The Girl Citizen movesent was an important part of the post-var recon-
struction, a way of guiding girls towards becoming the best citizens.
For example, in 1925 the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. offered a series of five
lecturea on sex education. These classes wvere given to present the
facts, with special bearing on problems and cooduct, "because of the
grostly increased and widespresd freedom both of boys and girls due to

® ndustrial conditions and to war and post-war conditions."74 Stressing
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MW’M human aspects, the lectures were held to give g
proper basis for judgement, as the changing conditions had thrown
responzibilities hitherto unknown upon young women, responsibilities
which they could not meet successfully without sufficlent knowledge .

NE LW 2F ETOURD BUIH AP THE 4AT. SITSSERT . wWid SoibeEnte 1
BEAOF IO an enl, to CeVEIOfp COMPEIEST. Level SEEdel «ooet e Y ¥
*OMIL g0 So prest lenginz o protes: tns girls from wny Tevdl!. Zme
perfect axample of thiz is meptioned it chne minures == =Sg hegss B

éirectors, vhen the general secretary, reported having "grear difficulre”
vith & group of girls who insisted on playing basketball with a team
of boys from the Y.M.C.A. However, & compromise was made and reported
during the m;t meeting, with the general secretary saying that the
games had gone ahead, but stressed that she had been present Lo suparvise
throughout the gnn.” The safety of young girls was particularly
highlighted during and following the years of the First World War.
Miss Morgan, noted how this was a very important issue to the Y.W.C.A.,
that parents expected their children to learn high standards from the
Association, and believed the Y.W.C.A. hostel to be one of the few
"respectable™ or "safe™ places for the accommodation of young girls
in Bondigo.’® "Parents could know their daughters were being brought
up just as they would have been st home."77

-

®« 75. Minutes of the Board of Directors, 10 July 1939, p. 75.
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Protection from the evils of the modern age would allow the
avakening of the world's womsnhood to continue efforts in the cresrion
of world peace. National Girls' Work secretary, Miss Bridgman, address
the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. in 1024 gne noted the "linking completansss’ -
the work done by the Assacigecar’, STEREZ=322008 4 =ne warle 3E LV
ths Wwas

Ut the Continaets, inhe older pecsis, whe

Bre Ver-vesary and pecsimiszic, azrs EZOOwY

= thelr suzlsok dus the young pecple are

swakening to the knovledge of previous

false standards, and are optimistically

looking forward to s future in which youchful

hearts and intellecrs may solve the problems

vhich have baff)ed previous generations,’o
The Besurge the Y.W.C.A. carried. was that this awakening of tne world's
womanhood combined with the friendliness betwesn the youth of nation:s
would provide o strong factor in the prevention of future wars, The

- Y.W.C.A, through the Girl Citizens movement emphasized the thought thar
- -

routh needed guidance to prevent mistakes of immaryre judgenent,
Membership vithin the Sirl Citizens ailowed the young ladies to "ally"
themselves with vomen of “earnest purpose™ in all countries. Through
operating internationally, the girls had the instrument to trunslate
into action their aspirations of world peace and social progress.’?
The co-operation and contact between youth and the older generations
became the Y.W.C.A.'s key to helping to shape the post-war world to
Christian purposes. The adolescent girls, as members of the Y.W.C.A.'e
Girl Citizens, played vhat the Association viewed aa an “indispensible"
e contribution to make to the community 'through their "vision, enthusizsm

79. Beadigo Advertiser, 25 March, 1924,
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and’ youth, 60

The Bendigo Association had worked quiscly in order that gyr)
could be helped 2o be and do their best 8t o1l times pnd in all p),

The care fo- BZIidisrs wne the FESIINE of funds for AupTralisr cmpur

VET WRE SRl parr of sauis HFV=i2  Thedr ssigess T N s =T
=T THE Jives o =OURITY wTge- SATPERD Bk PSR ans =32 XV
shared vithin =iub gnp Phstel 1i13, “OnTInued +ne ARSICiesien s 8LVE)

of young womsr. A programme of ialiu and praverg goncemgg vorld ;
7

disarmament ang the futilicy of wor became a predominanc pare of the
\-——M

Y.V.C.A.'s burveen “ar meecingg El

Yet manicind everywhers restlessly hungers for

& bettar vorld. Disapointed, 1r still hopes
and it has reason to hope. For ita Creator

Who 'made of one blood all nations of men’ wills

mﬁmmﬁwguthburdenof




< © Highlighring faith and optimisw in femsle youth, the Y.V.C.A.
had realised and proved the importance of its own sims, particularly
during the years of the Firat World War. and the time right up to the
declarstion of the Second World War. On September 4, 1939, a special
mearing was called by the Bosrd sf Mrectors of the Bendigo Y. W.C.A.
Thesr Dusiness wae 1. _.S5TUNL TOE peate A yr=y T2 D8 zicowes LUNINDG
he saT PETLO0. IHe WiT vEs J0-F One SEF .S EInC A ASIOCIATI0r
hed alrawdy adopoad Lty plame Tt I=Te Za= wng womsn WOHCHE nuElaniy Sl
vo lasva Bome hecause 57 The WET. WIIEH speclipl SMPRARIS O IHOSE vomem
vith young childrsn, A World Fallowshis Commzttee was o ba Iormed
{smodiately, and sere was decide o b= done for the educating of the
members in Internstional affairs. Commoncement of a series of Sunday

sarvices and Bible study groups was also plnuncd.83

- The Bendigo Y.W.C.A. was, in effect, contributing much to the 1dea

that "no patlon can rise higher than her vomen . "84

83. Board of Directors Minutes, & Sq:p-;nt 1939 p. 77.
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CHAPTER SIX 2

Overall, =n image has been boilt up of the kind of sins. held by
ehe Y.W.C, A, of Sendifs \Lerwazr =he vesrE of vopg an? 1809, The
-srponie 10 TOE Y v.C.4, 8 preozazon s mrigtign ATHOSRNETS SeESS
‘v, hovs vesn ROOT Mezyre DOONE TILOTE §orons membersnii EDS got
srzemifiabce, DowEveD menbaTsnip SrivRs vEle uynaderzaker from To@E -
cime when mombers vould be requsstas T oring A fvient IS W pext
peering or function te halp build that club or committes INLO &1

aven SLrOmREr group. 52

The special courses and sctivities gade svailable by the Associntion,
and the frequent visits and talks by members of the nstional and inter-
pationnl committees of the Y.U.é.l.- suggest the Bendigo Association

vas given status equal to that of its 'sister’ organizations of the

setropolitan areas.
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The cafeterias run by the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. experienced strong
patronage, vith the total number of mesls served in one year amounting
to 5680 in 1927.%% The toral mmounts collecred by the Thrift Club

" - -

- increased from 134 pounds in (G316 7 to 1101 Ln 192 .85 providing sempass

SILE Sundh for cherr elldars 52 4 owasdevs $5T PecmanacT SEance

Lxirs hedroums vers incluged is She hogte. Quring The 153 3

causiog the club rooms to be ralocatsd in Bull Streecz, above Taylor
Brothers' furniture store, & mite ad Jacant to the hoste!l (see Plate |
and facing plate 6). The demend 7or bosrd at the T.W.C.A, had alvavs
been strong. This popularity culminsced in the 1926 renovation of the
upstairs rooms of the hostel for the visit of twvelve Swiss workers
from the company which owned part of the Hanro Milla., The Y.W.C.A.
hosted their visit, providing each girl with a vardrobe more suitable
to Australisn conditons. ‘The o:he; boarders helped the visirors with
their English, and the Swiss girls trained the vorkers ar the Hanro
Mills in the use of the latest machinery from overseas,

86. Minutes of 2he Beodigo Y.V.C.A. Anoual Meeting, reported by the

Bendigo Advertiser 28 July 1927.

87. Minutes of the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. Anngal Meeting reported by the

. »
Bendigo Advertiser, 27 July 1918.
= . v } £ __,,- .‘\ dg ' | ' - s -
- N M A, ALY
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: MG, Meeting reported by the

>
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Bendigo Advertiser, 28 July 1927,
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“ ¥ «Wgﬁ.&;m girls ond the local members of the Y.W.C.A.
benefitted from the visit, vhich without the Associastion or its hostel

may not have been able to take place wvithout the guarantee of good

asccommodation for the young ladies.

P L}
COLUmMED 28t eins the osd ’ A p | - 23
WLAURED Sonteshifg Ul 43044 _pep- roi L3

Bandiec Advarcisse e Snhtlurion oF the arcizier wabe fupcifies

oy the idea-that ziay would "ehable -esdere = forwm Ao
it is pood to have suck placss in our mndst, whers youths 3nd msidens
w83

Are 5o well careé for. Pespits thair bias, thess coluoma havs

besn the reason for the reliance on the Bendigo Advertiser., as their

descriptions of mestiongs and programmes held dy the Bandize Y. .W.0.4
have provided a wealth of informatioa that was unavailable elsewhers.®
The Y.W.C.A. did much to make sure the support of the Assocciation

- in Bendigo was not limited to & small group of people., Annual festivals
held by the Association becsse su fsportant part of the Bendigo Y.W.C.A:
The festivals vere held to give the general public the opportuntiy
to hear speeches about the work being carried out by the Association

locllly -ad abroad. The various clubs of the Association wvere represented

= by lluiei;iiu!foruang plays or giving rocitals and demonstrations of
the skills which they hod lsarnt from the Y.W.C.A.'s classes,

o 89, Bendigo Advertiser, 6 February 1919.




The festival usvally coincided with, and promoted the Y.W.C.A.'s

annual appeal for funds so it would be sble to continue Lts work.

Appeals for financial assistance ranging in mwounts from 250 pounds

P - {aes ¥ &
s 3000 poutitis wers nels during hese early vesrs of the Jendiy
I 1926, the Meror commesraz 20 00 ASSOCLBTION F CTONSIDOES EIrLEi.e

133 IhsT SUL0 6 SRIETVING

m

oy exure Sinspces, Wos:

o

¢ty remor: o ap =npEs. for Sinancia: assistance, - A -B0ded ThsT
3t vas the public's duty to deveiop any orgsnization working for ths
betterment of "mankind”. The Bendigo public appears to have responded
vell to the many requests for furds. The money raised went o sarlois
causes, suoh as the building of & hut for the Australian women in
Fraoce dutxﬂﬁ World War One, and the establishment of & bostel for youne

vomen in Bendigo. -

Through its community servizce, sporting and club serivivies.

classes and lectures, the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. presented an even balance

of the lc-tnreo that could aid a young woman's development, vith part-

wn-zdp&-‘uso-m-ymm physical and intellectual aspects of
the members’' character. |




o if ung, Women's Christian Association
' s to u§, its members, Meabership
means sharing. Sharing means giving, combined
giving means pover - our power, What a single
person is umable to do, a great and mighty
organization can succesd in, Together we are
strong, together we can reach far, together we
-_ are powerful. Let that power be used for the
fulfilling of our purpose.?}
.a.‘”
=%
. - -
——
» .
. n 9]. Misa V. Catt, General Secretary of the Bendigo Y.W.C.A. speaking
&. "..l VST SISOV, - sad -4 -
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