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7th.duly,1932.

To The Mayor and Council ors,
City of Bendigo.

Gentlemen,

Ae instructed we beg to report upon the question of making
the necessary finance arrangements for carrying out the provisions
of -the Unemployment Rkelief Act to provide for male persons receiving
sustenance performing work for the rmnicipality.

In considering the financing of this proposel certain
difficulties are presented because of the absence of definite
information as to what will be involved. For instance, it is unknown
for what period it will be necessary to carry out the scheme. The
number of men to be ebsorbed is also largely unknown and at present
there is no informetion available as to how the scheme is likely to be
effected by the provigion of Unemployﬁent nelief Works by the
Government. ¢ are therefore of the opinion that the Council
should at present make provision for putting the scheme into operation
for & period of one year and review the proposal at the end of thaet
neriod.

According to the figures subnitted by the City ingineer
the minimum weekly cost to the Gouncil exclusive of materials will
be 65 and this would involve zn snnual cost of £35,380. Provision :
is made in the Act thaet =dvances mey be made out of the Unemployment
Helief fund to Imnicipalities free of intersst, repayable {n 10
equal annual instalments.

#W#e therefore, recommend that spplicaticn should be made

for an advance of gay £4,000 to cover the firsgt years owverations.
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This would involve an annual repcyment for the next 10 years o
£400 ger snnumn. Should it be necessary for the vouncil &t the end
of the first year to continue the scheme, anslicatbion will then be

mede for & further zdvance ag required by the existing circumstunces
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nd this would increase the ammuel payment by the emount required.
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the only eclbernctive to this method of financing the scheme

would be to nrovide the amount out of revenue. As the azet recuires



that no person ordinerily emsloyed by the mmniclpality can be

dismissed in consegquence of the work performed out of the scheme,

the ordinary meintencnce vote could not be reduced. Lo proviidé

the zmount out of the rmnicinal fund would therefores necessitate

an inerease in the rate vhich woulld be from 3d. to 4d. in the jound.
At Ballaret the cost of alministering the schsme has

so far been paid out bthe runicipal fund but the scheme wes putbt in
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tion there prior to the passing of the present sctb.
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with regard to the Creek works upon vhich the Uity
Yngineer is submitting his revort to-day, we consider that as thesge
works ere of & distinctly »vermenent navure involving & very
subsbential sum, & fairly long dated loan should be cbteined under
the provisions of the local Goverument ict. A4 Bill is at uresent
before the Btate Tarliecment meking ovrovision for advances for
Relief Works and it might be possible to secure the money required
from this source. Consideraticn of thlis phase of the ¢guestion

could TDe considered whern the Bill has been finally dealt with.
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