Arvound 1860, the TRylor family was [irst (ntroduced to Bendigo,
hen, just after migrating from England, John Willliam Taylor,
(Grandfatber to Howard), walked fLrom Melbouroe to Bendigo,

ess with his swvag, (that is - his bed), on his back
and other belongings Ln a4 sugar bag, (that s - jute)
hanging from his shoulders infront, & small Lilly can
und a fcy=-pan hung frvom his bcl:.“)

e marcled Susanna Johnwon, who worked for hor two sisters in the Lirst
ladies corsetiers shop in Swanston Street, Melbourne, prilor to marrying.
She then travelled to Bendigo in & bullock wagon.

The Gold Rush was vhat atcracted John to Bendigo and he obtained
a vne acee block of land as a miners cight, for five shillings = year,
on the corner of Specimen Hill Road and Chum Street. MNe built this
home From local sawn timber and running through the frome of the block

niu u small creek,

sesEVErycime it cained, the loose dirt was washed
down the creek, you'd see the prospectors with thelr
tin dlsh and shovels, they definitely did well vut of
this prospecting. We used to call it *wpeckiog for
gold'. They could see it, before thoy'd prarc to
shovel it into their dlnhan.(z)

John vas able co secure a4 job as a pattern maker Lor mine winding
machines in one of the Bendligo foundaries, When the wining octivity
begen to slowdown and foundaries began to close, John began bullding
houses in the Bendigo srea.

Joho end Susanna had nine children, six girls and three boys, the
youngest belng Henry Johnsou Taylor (Howard's tather). Around the ape
of gwenty-six, Henry married E ' tin. Mer fathar was a

saddler, machinist and gunsmith. ’
./




oz—

»eolle was born into a very rich family actually, in
the south of Loodon, he didn't like the snobbery, it
didn't appeal to him, at all. He Just cold his
father that he'd be leaving hooe and would go and
learn a crade soawwhere and it must've been precty
hard for his old man couse he said to him - "If you
leave home, you'll be cut off without a shilling”.
It made no difference to Grandfather, he wan golng
to make bis own way...as soon as he'd qualified in

the three vocations, he migrated with Crand-n.())

ler nume was Carolyn Bridgewvater. The two met whilst he was doing
his upprenticeships in the Mldlands of England, near Nirmiogham,

On Monday the Yth of September, 1%12, Howard Johuson Taylor > W}E‘.
wag born to Henry Johnson and Elva May Taylor, in & four roomed

weatherboard house in C(him Street, Specimen Hill,
——————

«osthin house bullt by sy fsther cost seventy

soverelgns which he had saved up, working as a

carpencer with his father and twvo eldest hrocbor-..“)

veosall around that Specimen Hill area the family bullt.(s)
o—’-——- -

Fifteen montha after Howard wasz born, Gwendoline Elva wvas bors, theno
trugedy struck, another child was due some months later and
esed! the doctor had had a motor car instead of &

horoe and buggy. he might've been able to mave wum's

1ife, sha died in childbirth ot thlrty-tvowb) -
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In 1918, after the death of his mother the family moved to Nooth
Street, Golden Sguare to live with her parents. MHoward's [ather was
able to bulld & large house from two cotteges, pulling one dowu und
adding to the other. At the same time, though belng very close to an
srnistice, World War | was still golng,

veemy father tried to join the army... the doctor
wouldn'e give him a clearance, he said "you've got

a responsibility to your family", because he knew

aly mother preétty well, 014 Doctor Frost [roo
Golden Square,.,. he was very saddened by my wmothers
death, he felt n'bit ol responsibility as he didn'l
get there In tl.e.(7)

After a year or so MHenry came down vith Poeumonic Influenza, which
inflamed the lungs and weakened the heart, this caused a numbar of
deaths in Bondigoc: As: the Bendigo llospital could not cope with the
opidemic a part of the Becdigo Asylum was used for nursing patiencs.
Fortunately Henry survived, however he carried the wveakness right
through his whole life. Two years afcer Elva's deach, Henry romarrived.

His second wife was May Whitcombe, who originally came from a
dalry fars in Strachfteldsaye. She worked In & cafd, selling lood and
swedts, and was pald one pound per week. Her parents movedonto a wheat
farm in Quambatook, 0 she lived with her grandmothor in Strathlie¢idoaye

unttl she married Henry.

««o8y stepmother end | were a4t vaciance quite a bic,
she didn't take to me at all really ..l wan & bic
senaicive to the fact thac she was still my father's
vife and not my mother...in many vays, she wvas &

terrific person...(s)

Henry and May bought and reénovated u bouse In Panton Screet, shortiy

threa more chilldren were born, these beling Horman Menry, Alan Robart
AT SIS

and Raymond John. ol ‘v
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After being ronovated, the Panton Stroet bouse created a lot of
excltenunt and Interest as & nev ‘Little Hero = Chip Bath Heater' was
instalied, To operate the heater, any ash would be removed from the
ash pic underncath the samll fire door, a bucket of wood chips would
be placed In the heater, the water turned oo and the fire lit. The
hooted water was then used in the bath.

«obalf the kide in the school had to come and have
& look at it, there vas only one in the streec. The
thing I liked as a kid wan to got the flire running up
the flue. 1 thought that was very 1n:ort-:lng-(°,

Howard's task was to keep the wood box full and envegh kindling scicks
ready to light the various Ffires, as all cooking and heating vas doo
vith wood fuml. A few houses had beowun burnt down dus to poor
installation or lack of & flue, slack bullding regulations did not help
in reoducing the fire hazard.

After a fav yoars the house in FPanton Street, Colden Square was
sold and the family woved to Echuca Street, Quarry Mill. loward's
father vas compellisd co bulld a large house as there were five
children and two adults.

«eothe woactherboard dado wvas sheeted up with

Tasmanlan hardwood, westherboard speclolly milled...

and then above the weatharboards was Tough cast

stucco over sceel laching - a steel mesh lathing,

the weathorboards were stained thun they weron't
painted for years and years...each your you'd

give them a coat of weatherproof oil, this looked

Like stulned furnitouroe...,it vas beautiful ctubor...(,o)

At about five and a half, Howard started school, Thery was no
Kindergarten, ;;—btaschool. ft vas stralght fote grade 1, He stocted
at Specimen Mil! State School and was thers [or six months. At the
actiool were about thirty children, one teacher and one wmonitor, The
wonltor's Job was to help with correction, to glve the spelling and
other such tusks. They were virtually sctudent teachers und as there

vas no formal training school che monitors became teachers after a

nusber of years.
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Rovard's mocther died about June chat year and as the family
moved the Booth Street, Golden Square, Howard was transfered to
Goldca‘Squato State School for four or five years, lMe also
atcended Quarry Hill S5tate School for six montha hot&ro attending
high school, as the fawily had then moved to Echuca Street,

Quarsy ULll. In grades Live and six there were about [LIty children
with most being in grade six. There was only one teacher with the
two grades, be wae givon some relief when a senior girl would rtake
tho spelling with grade live whilst he would do arlithmetic with

grade tlg.

ceeyou'd have your howd down Ifrom the Cime you went
in until you came out... 1 liked school, 1 was very
keen on school, but you knew you hrd to work and you
got stuck into lt...one teacher Mr O'Mahowey, 1
considered obe of the best teachers 1 ever had In
the sixth grade. le'd only have to opan the drawer
in his desk, pull the strap out and lay Lt there.

it was cthe best deterrent of "1'(11)

High school was called Elementary High and instead of being [orms
ono and two, they were called ¥ and E forms respuwctively, ==

«esF and £ forms were held In tha top mectlon of the y
Camp i1l Scate School...wa'd have to go over tov the
wmaln high school [Bendigo High Schoal] for sclence
and uoodvork.(‘z,

Subjeccs Howard studied werw English, French, drawing, geometry,
maths, sclence and wvoodwork. Maths was divided into three parts -

arithuetic, algebra and geometry,

vvel thrived on that, 1 loved thut there were thres of
us, espectally E form, and | had to take secony place

» couple of times, but [ came out on top...algebra

vas & dream, | loved that...It was an interesting ching
with education, although 1 went up to mecond year high
school, wmy ftacther only had six years of primary and he
covared more subjects in those six years of wmy
education., le did Buclid [4 study of geometry [rom
Greece |, trigonometry, geometry , he knaw a lot.('J’
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alvays able to make ends meet at the tise. WNeo vere
M" fortunate living in Bandigo...Bendigo didn't leel 4 # ’%‘,
\\ it till well on, buc cthen it lasced a liccie bic //

a Bs

Howard wished to continue his schooling, however it was near the
end of the depression, money was a bhit tight at home, and four other
children were still following on. As each child had to look after
themselves, Howard left school after securing his Mecit Certifticate
(form two} aod went to work for his father, building. He was given
two shillings on pay day, the first money he'd earned and he remembered
his father telling him not to spund it all ac once.

The 1930's depression)meant unemployment, low wagea, moving

around to find vork and ncar starvation to some famillies,
eoomy father wvas very lortunate, he vas well known

and there was alvays something to 4u, some of them
weren't zuch a gond paying proposition, but be wvas

(M&: longer...once the depression finished, things fr’;‘- ;l

e 8

starcted to wove quite quickly, there seemed to be WM
mote money put {nto the system and away we MenT. oy ’}:’; |
—

Atcer working for his tather for a few yearw, Howard realised ha'd
like to own & business of hisz own one day, so 4t about che age of

' seventeen, he went te night schocl doing three yosrs of butlding

construction, Tuesday and Thursday nights Lor two bours and Just orier
to marrying he did @ further twvalve months night school at a Bendigo
Bulldiog college learniog how to keap beoks and wo on.
For the first fifteen years of Movard's lile most people travelled //

by horse drawn vehicles. His father had a spring cart shich ho used
for his building business and a hickory and rubber tyrad gig for the

family,

«ssthere was one trip we did take with the horse and

buggy, Jjust before my mother dled, there wera thres
buggy loads wont to Daylesford for a weeks holiday,
ve drove 4ll day, [t took cight and a halfl hours,
Bendigo to Daylesford, the road vas pretty rough and

shockling, especilally arcung Mount ftanklln.(is)
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On Christmas Eve 1925, a new Chuvrolet touring car was delivered.

It coSt Henry approximately 243 pounds, the family thought he wos a
millionaire. Back then the price ol a car was tied economically to a

persons income,

oo the annual wage rate was the usual price of o
vorkers car, Five pound a week...fitty weeks...
250 pound and then a business man or professional
man who was on higher i{ncome, well ho'd buy 4
better car, and thats the way (¢ vas...virtually,
pre rata, cars are cheaper pow than what cthey

ware chcn.(lo)

Petrol wes bought in tins that came in a wooden case, bowsurs did not
exist. Later, & forty-four gallon drum with a pump on top could be
bought and L{f this wasn't handled properly, there was a bit of wastage.
Since that firac car, Howard has been fascinated by the motor vehicle.
Kever beling auctively Involved In sports, motor cars became Howards
hobby. Se¢ far he has owned twenty-fi{ve cars during his Life, only

thren of xhich wern new,

veel was driving at fiftewn...l didn'c ger a licence
until 1 vas nineteen. A policeman wpoke to my dad,
he said...1 chink he'd betteér get onu, don't you...

it vas & speclal treat to get the Car. 19y

Shortly after, Howard bought a small D.5.A. sotorcycle, shich was
short lived as hia girlfriend (Lorna Jean Dickson) caught the heel of

2 good shoe in the back wheel.

sesl sold Lt and did al! right out of 1t, and then !
bought 4 Ford VB Roadster, that was my pride and 1%+ 14)
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Foutnotes continued...
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