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Llectroplating, Constraints " imposed on Education spending during, the
1930s did not dampen the ingenuity or enthusissm of many of the
teachers’ at Collingwood. One such enthusiast was Mr. George Thomas
who in 1937 was instrumental in introducing electroplating as a ftrade
where previously it had been taught only as a section of the electrical
trades.

Thomas canvassed the larger electroplating industries around Mel-
bourne seeking employment opportunities and met with a [avourable
response. So, enthused by his reception, Thomas approached Quinton’s
electroplating firm in North Melbourne with the proposition that he
should be allowed to work for the firm on Saturday mornings without
payment. In return for his labour, he asked to be taught the basics of
the trade. During the week he was able to impart his newly acquired
knowledge to his students. His initial reason for developing electroplating
was 1o provide another outlet for the Youth Employment Training
Scheme. Once the class was firmly established, he submitted a proposal
to the Education Department for the establishment of an Electroplating
Department, which became the first of its kind in the southern hemi-
sphere.

Day time ftraining of electroplating apprentices commenced after the
closure of the Youth Employment Scheme, but this had to be fer
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minated fairly quickly to allow for the training of RAAT personnel,
and for other important and urgent war time defence work such as re-
search and practice in Hard Chromium Plating.
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