This morning I visited Rotten Row! (See attached pics)

Following our Subjects discussion on Tuesday, David R has found that the series of jetties that are now known as Rotten Row were built by the Melbourne Harbor Trust to service their Timber Depot. See attached map from the early 1900s.

Rotten Row is Stop 10 on the Port of Melbourne Heritage Trail https://www.portofmelbourne.com/about-us/port-history/port-heritage-trail/ The signage on site (see attached photo) describes it as Melbourne Harbor Trust Timber Wharves and the downloadable brochure, in part, reads …

The potential fire hazard associated with the stockpiling of timber for wharves and piers saw the MHT commission the construction of six jetties and 335m of wharf frontage at this site in 1889. 

The timber industry collapsed a short time later and this area became known as “Rotten Row” or “Siberia”; a mooring place for derelict ships. Today, remnant timber piles are all that remain.

The site is listed by Heritage Victoria as Fishermen’s Bend Timber Wharves
https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/places/13803

Cat No 3662.02, an aerial photo of the West Gate Bridge under construction in our collection shows part of the wharf and three of the finger jetties in the 1960s - 1970s and there is a (derelict?) boat near the middle one (see attached photo)

I’ll change the Subject Master List as follows

Jetties
See Piers and Wharves
(also refer Rotten Row)

MHT Timber Jetties
see Piers and Wharves - MHT Timber Wharves; Rotten Row

Piers and Wharves -
MHT Timber Wharves

Rotten Row
(also refer Piers and Wharves - MHT Timber Wharves)


My reasoning …

Rotten Row is how the site is known today confirmed by signage onsite and in the PMA Port Heritage Trail brochure.
Melbourne Harbor Trust Timber Wharves is used on the signage at the site. It make sense to me to shorten this to MHT Timber Wharves.
Searching on Google for MHT Timber Wharves finds the Heritage Victoria listing despite this not being the name they use.
Including Jetties and MHT Timber Jetties as a non-subjects on the list reinforces that we do not use these as subjects and cataloguers need to look at Piers and Wharves to find an appropriate term and also use Rotten Row to refer specifically to the MHT Timber Wharves.

I’ll distribute an updated Master Subject List soon.

Glen, I’ll send the two photos I took this morning to you for consideration by the Acquisitions Committee. 

Cheers,
David T

