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I gdiscussed the propoeal with my friends
Hégker-Siddeley, who readily responded and saic
th=y wWere deeply interested. They &re unquest-
jonably the ljeading Group 1in England 88 they cover
the entire field of Military and Civil airceraft
and Engines, snd are the only concern capable of
supplyling Auetralia's entire requirements. They
authorised me ©O jpvestigate the prospects and
discuss matiers on their vehalf, put they warned
me that they were very gefinitely informed bY the
pustralian suthoritlies in London not to take any
sction on their OWI gccord TO menufacture Aircraft
put here.

In discussing e prospeots of a factory
here W€ had in mind the formation of & national
company financed by rustralian capital and having
the gupport of the pefence Department, which by
arrangement would work in closest co—operation with
Hawker—Siddeley. Hawker— giddeley toO give all
the technical and adminietrative ascistance
required, and make available immediately all the
latest information and developments as they take
place- :
1 must thank you for agreeing that
Hawker—Siddeley should submit proposals for your
coneideration snd for providlng this opportunity
for them to co—operdte with the company you
have Jjust formeds ;

The following ig an extract from & letter
received fpom Lhem this week -

"The fullest co—operetion would be

ngyailable and technicians and practical

rgtaff to organise and instruct & factory
tin its initial stages- Also, experts
wto assist in geciding the size, situation
"and 1ayout of a factory; the types
”recommended and the amount of components
”required.“

Every form of advice and assistance is gvailable

to your Company o if required.

1 was Vvery glad 1O 1earn from you that
British interests would always predominate and
maintaln control of the Company-s Wnatever
differences of opinion there may D€ regarding givil
Aircraft, British Military sircraft are definitely
superior in every respect O the American product,
and as 1 understeod you nave 1in mind the primary

reguirements of Defence, the leading British

w




MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW HELD IN MANAGING
DIREQTOR'S OFFICE ON FRIDAY,SRD JANUARY /9yl
AT 2.30 P.M, S

@*

Mr, bBrien Lewis - B&itinh Adreraft Group.

; Mr, Essinmgton Lewils ) B,H.P, Co. Ltd.
Mr. L. Bredford ) y

AYIAZION

~ Mr, Brian Lewis represents a leading British
Alreraft Group namely:- Messrs, ers, Ammstrong, Avro,
Gloster, and Siddeleys. There are other mokers in
land viz:- Messrs, Bristol, Vickers, Shorts, De Heviland,
Felrey, Westland Aviation Company, Pelters and several other
smaller companies, : :

The Britieh Alreraft Croup heve four factories
for meking seroplanes and one for the manufesture of engines,
They meke the Slddeley motor in 11 different sizes rancing from

. 200 H.P. to 900 H,P,

Mr, Brien Lewis has heard (probably from the
Defenees Dopartment) of the poesibility of susiralian interests
going iato the manufactnre of aireraft, and he called to see the
Meneging Cirector with a view te ee~oporating with the Covernment
and/er privete finsncial intereste in establishing sn aireraft
factory in Australia, g

Ve 1s !t:{ emphatie that an aireraft factory
by 1tself would be a commereial proposition espeecielly with say,
50/65 machines & year from the Covermment, Yie thought that
a factory to meke engines, unless it were on a cost pilus a per-
eentage basls, would not grobably be satlefeactory commereially,
He is culte sure that most of the materiel sen be obtéined in
sustrallie today end in the course of time thet the whole of 1t
ean be done here. In other words, the complete alreraft
and engine ecan be made in Austrelia from Australian meterials,

ir, Brien Lewis le staying in Melbourne until

Wednesday mornling, 8th Jenuary, to see if we are Interested in
his submiesions in eny way.

L I I

P.8, He told the lenaging Director confidentially that
Mr, Denhem (an American) a representative of Boeing Alreraft
Corporation had just arrived in iustralia, s

-, e e e a8



